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THIS, MAGAZINE

is dedicated to

Mrs. LAWRENCE THURSTON

A FOUNDER OF OUR COLLEGE
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The- Ginling buildings are a gift'from friends across the sea in Americaw, Some
‘money. was given for particular buzldmgs A special gift was made 1or the Science®
Buildmg by a generous friend, and the lerary Butldnng 18 designated as a memonal
0 a weman who made . large gifts to aducational wdrk throngh-gne of our co-operatmg™
Boards. The Centrai HBoillding was given by the lumnae of §zmth College. One of
the dormnornes was_given in memory of a mother, and the Arts~Building 1s anotner
memortal to a mother Many small Lifts made up: the total, all of them representing
thie desire of Chrxst:an women tbatCnnlmg should have%utldmgs of lasting beauty, and
equipment for college work of high grade.

--~The Mmister of Education has commended the Ginling buildings, because he
regards collegég as permanent institutions; and believes that-ther uwiidings should be
hult to stand for centune‘s, and to be beautiful as weli as useful.

Beauty ’Deiong_'s to the higher life of man. His urge to creaie beauty, as well
as his sense ol awe and delight n the presence of beauty urnature, are older than his
séarch for truth and hus growth m goodness. Beauty, Truth, and Good are all, three
rieeded for the abundant hife. :

A college 1s 4 place where the search for touth and the purswit of knowledge
bave night of wag n the. day's work. A Christian college s a place where growth in
goodness, chatagfer trainmg as preparatmr- for the best use of knowledge and skill,
must always be inculded 1 the program. Where 1s the place {or beanty in the plan?
The curves of hill and-valley, the mountain always hfted up abov'e the plain. sunset
s'i{ies full 'of color, the trees, the gay flowers which adorn the seasons for us, are nature's
answer to our- Whn%kiaa;heanm

Shall man disfigure. the: scene with his building? _Shall we walk in the courts_nf
ughness? China’s answer has beent ,‘No!”. Her building has-been a creation of beauty
to match the beauty of her fair Jand. Ginling-was planned in the faith that China need
lose nothing that was good in her own culturer, although she may again be enriched by
new 1deas of truth and good, quickened into new hife, as in the days of the Tang dynasty,
by contact with other cultures,

Architecture 1s the fundamental art: or, as Ruskin puts ity “‘the art which <o
dlswes and adorns the edifices_raised by man for whatever*nses, that the sight of
then'r contributes to his mental health, power, -and pleasure.’” It acts slowly, perhaps,
but surely on the soul, helping to create ihat divine discontent which wiil redeem tbe
-world from every sort of ugliness, and set meii’s feet again in the paths of beauty.

Mrs, Lawrence Thurston
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UNTO A FULL GROWN WOMAN
by I:ing Bao-heng

How many of us; as college students, did ever stop to think about the true meanng
and purpose of coliege education? What do we really expect to get during the four years
of college life? Perhaps many people wil say that obviously enough the purpose of
college education 18 getting knowledge. Otbers will say that 1ts chief aim is to train
leaders for service in society. It is true tbat college education widens our knawledge
and broadens our interests. Yet education 18 'more than that. It should achieve tha end -
of tbvalq:mg “the whole perscaality of the studeat, that i is, & well - rounded developmeat,
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so fifat he or.she can be the kind 6f leader society needs.

Perhaps youn have seen grown up people whose minds and ways of life are
childish and ymmature. Age 1s not always an mdication of mental or spintual growth,
The main reason for immaturity, with the exceptional cases of mental morbidity, 15
usually lack of education or failure of education, Therefore, I think the first aim of
education, especially college education, should be making: young people grow m all
aspects, physically, Tniellectually, socially, and spugtinally. Now, on what grounds do

we judge whether a person is mature ur not?  Or, whatre the qualities of a full-grown
person?

In the first place, a full grown persgn is orte who knows herself, and is able to ses
herself as others see her, thai 1s, to know people. Knowing oneself 1s not so easy and
sumple-as we usually think. It involves knowledge, experienice, self-discipline, an open
mind and a sincere heart. And to study people is in a sense far more &ifficult than to
study books A mature persony however, realizes the sigmficance of l'nowing herself
and other people as well, and looks deep into human souls to see that which 1s strong and

beautiful in them, and yet at the same time does not overlook the weakness _of human
nature.

Unlike the child or irnmature person who chings bhadly to tradition and authority,
accepting ideas or beliefs on tllogical grounds a mature woman reasons, raises doubts and
questionsy bxercising the mind, which is the unique gift of God to mankind. She is able
to form right judgmeat between true and untrué; night and wrong, and to balance between
greater good and lesser good, greater value and lesser value, She can see relanonships
between seemingly separate things and situations, She does independent thinking,

An 1mmature person is always so subjective that she sees things not as they are
but as she expects them to be. A mature person 1s objective 1n her outlook, facing
facts with open-mindedness. Shke does not allow herslef to indulge in day dreams and 1o
find satisfaction 1n tantasies, but 1s able to face hite with all its bardships and challenges.
Whatever failures or disappointments of hopes befall her, she stands courageously, and
with faith in herself, in others, and in her conviction of life; sbe looks on failures as
spurs and holds on more firmly than ever. The more she struggies, the more she finds
lile worth hving. Itis because she has a central purpose 1 life, that 1s to live a life of
service, influencing others for good, She has a sense of responsibility for the welfare of
society and the country, so her hife arms at serving people and making the world a more
pleasant place to live, She is determined to carry out per purpose ngdeeds, 50 -sbp 1s not
a mere dreamer, but an idealist who can work.

What a great pnwvilege 1t 1s that we-women are having the opportunity of getting
college education, especially Christian education, and Low challenging it is to hve 1n this
age and nation with so many opportumtles cf service opemng beiore us. Ma.y eyery one

belneve we as collega Women can make umque eontnbuuon to oui' country. Chma ngeds
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us. She 1s looking forward to us students, full grown ip all aspects, to be leaders in the
future. How dare we fail her?
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EYES
by Li Ming-dju_

When you read this you are using the instrument for seeing~—your eyes. I don"t
mind whether you have big round eyes, s'm‘all prggy eyes, narrow thread-like eyes or
bewitching eyes, dreamy eyes, dancing sparkling eyes, talking eyes, childish eyes, dull
eyes, bright eyes, greedy eyes or dark eyes, blue eyes, yellow eyes or even red eyes, for
they bear the same name eyes, and they have the same function: seeing.

I am proud of myself for having two eyes that make me see all the things created
by God on earth, Though they are a little near-sighted, I can still see, I don't mind.
I can wear-glasses. Whenever 1 think of the one who invented eye glasses, T always ask

~God to bless him, Since he must have left the world, then may God bless his descendants.

I pity those who are blind. How they suffer] They have eyes Yes, but they
can't see. When I say, ““T'nis is such beautiful sceneryl Ses, the brignt moon has risens
Look at the shadows of the swaying branches, Here is a running broock. A boat 18
rowing toward us. Just notice the white spot on the surface of the water, Oh,ts flying
flying upward to the moon. How I wish that I could stay here to énjoy all these for the
rest of the mght!”” What does the bnd man say to this descripuive scenery? Nothing!
How can he? It's a pity!

" Can a blind mansee?  Yes. Haven't you ever heard about HéIéh"KEIIéFm{'liei
(34 )



wonderful work? Did you ever read Milton's Pasadrse Jost and Paradise Regainds
Helen Keller and Milton were entirely bhind, Yet they had inward eyes. Those eyes
are not always in one who has two seemng eyes,

Tlaose who have two secing eyes must not forget to keep them open. If one has
two wakeful eyes, he will see clearly and distinctly, He will not only see the outward
motions but also the inward motions. He is opep-minded. His life is rich. He will
not follow other’s motions blindly, Let each of us follow our own opimon. Let others
keep their eyes closed- Every one 1s drunk, but 1 am sober A wise emperor had two
openr eyes. He admitted remonstrations. He saw himself through lus people. The
commumists allure farmers or other uneducated people. They allow this allurement
because they are bhind. They don’t see further. Only a few advantages would satisfy
thém. Great men made themselves great., Ecah had a steady nund and two open eyes.

Do not say ‘I don’t see why, I never looked at it or I am afraid of seeing so and
s0." Be brave to face whatever happens to you Try to see why, look at the things you
never cared for and don’t.be afraid to see anyone. Life 1s fpl-l of sweet, sour or bitter
tastes. OQur eyes looking both inwardly and outwardly will teach us how to choose them,
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ISN'T THAT INTERESTING ?
by Hsiupg Ai-hwa,

T was first assigned to bave three weeks' practice in “G®’, “‘G*' is a general
women s ward where the nursing student in P.U.M.C. almost always got her first few
weeks ward practice,

Here came my first day. At five o'clock in the morning I waked and I could
not go to sleep again, Then 1 got up to fix and put on my umform. At six o'clock I
was in my full oniform. Most of the time I had used to fix the white cap on my head.
I had gone to the mirror about ten fimes. 1t was still twenty minutes until breakfast,
I took the Nursing Procedwre from the bookshelf and reviewed what | had learned in the
classroom. When I ¥ 48 sure that I remembered all the directions, 1 walked to the dining-
room where there was no-body except a féw watters in their white gowns. I ate what was
given to me.

The way to ‘‘G?®'" was unfamuliar to me. I waited until the other nurses came.
At ten minutes to seven 1 was in the ward. After the night nurse gave her report all the
staff nurses statted their work. Bed § in the big ward was assigned to me. I must give
the patiént a bed bath. Twenty white beds with white spreads were so arranged as to
leave an pisle in the muddie of the ward. My eyes were made dizzy by the shining walls
and fleor. As | walked in the aisle I felt that the patient in each bed paid attention to me
and said, ‘‘Here comes a new student.’’ Bed 5 I found had an old, fat Russian lady
suffering from ngbgtes. She did not understand either Chinese or English. I began to
become nervous. I didn't know how to start my work. 1 forgot to screen the patient
and take the bed-sida chair and tablé away from the bed. How glad I was when I saw
my instructor standing by my side. I knew she would be glad to help me. At nine
o'clock 1finished the buth and tnebed makmg. —You can imagine how poorly1 did the
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work but I know my patient appreciated it, She kissed my hand when 1 fixed the pillow
under her head, Isn't that inferesting? How ‘could she appreciate my inexperienced
service to her?

In the afternoon at 5 p.m. 1 went to the ward again. This time I was assigned
to give evening care to the patient 1n Bed 12. She was a girl about twelve years old,
with her face powdered, her cheeks painted. Some staff nurse told me the she had been
broughbt here one year ago and had been taken to the operating room four times. She
asked me whether 1 was a new student., I told hee that she should not ask me because
it was nol her business. As I brought her a basin of water she said, ‘‘You should give
me the gray blanket first. I want a cup of water. To save your steps you should take
my cup with you."" She commanded me to do this and that. Although I was somewhat
angry | was interested to know how a patient could be so famuliar with the hospital
routine,

The more J logk back on my work 1n nursipng the more times an old man's state-
ment refreshes my mind. I have made up my mund that his phulosophy was really sound.
He said, ““The very thing which makes the world so interesting isajust that there aren't
two people or two pleaces that are just alike.”" People are interesting because they are
different, Ths jact, however, 1s not only responsible for making the wotld interesting
but also responsible for many difficulties that need adjustments and much unhappiness
that we have to endure. Perhaps there is no place that shows such a differentiation of
persons better than the hospital, Because people are different in hereditary make-up,
mental power, and environmental circumstances from which they come no two are exactly
alike in their disposition.

I remember there was one little woman in my ward, She was such a sweet and
timid person, she made me just want to do thungs for her but she never asked for things
for fear of troubling someone. I bad to go ta her room once in a while to find out
whather or not she nceded attention.

Another patient I helped care for whom I liked very much, but who constantly
kept sumscne doing something for her. She was sweet about asking for things, but the
more that was done for her the more she asked for.

I have encountersd other patients who absolulely refused to have anything done-
for them. They didn't want theic faces washed, they didn't want their beds straighten-
ed, or they dida’t want to take their medicine, Such people usually can be talked to if
they are appmacheg in the right way, but a few are really hard to manage.

My work 10 nursing thus far has comfirmed the statement that life is made more
interesting because people are sq.very different. .Every day that 1 went on duty 1 learned
something new about the people I cared for. 1 learned from the demands they mades on
me, from the way they responded to kindness and from the way they endured discomfort
and pam, Really, 1 think it is interesting to lsarn to treat my patisnts as indivaduals. |
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ORGANIZATION OF THE SOUP KITCHEN
by Ellen Fei-
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Thousands of people crowded at the barred door, waiting to buy the bamboo tickets which
cost 2 coppers each with which they can get a bowI™of that porridge. Women stood in
front of one door and men at another, There were several times more women then men,
and most of the women brought along with them several children, some on their backs.
The women crowded and pushed towards the door. You could hear the children's cty, the
women's yelling, There were several husky young men standing on stools to keep the
women from pushing too hard. They had to use whips to whip thein back. Even then
they pushed and were not afraid of being hurt. As long as they could eats; nothing-
mattered. The1y were beaten like ammals.

We watched at a dismnce from the gate, and waited for a chance to go in. Finally
the gate was flung open. People inside after eating poured out and more people tried to
crowd in. We managed to squeeze 1n among them.

We were taken into a separate little room 1n which was stored rice, A well dresss
ed man who seemed to be the head there explained to us about the orgamization.

The organization is supported by the China's Busmess Guld. It is 2 private
organization, the money being contributed by business men. Of the three soup kitchens
in Naunking the largest one is thus one. There'is a head in every soup kitchen; he is not
paid. He appoints the officers, There are more then a hundred men working. Some
take care of the rice (washing and measuting) some carry the rice and coal, some work
on the stoves, some do the cooking. some serve them, some sell the bamhoo sticks, many
stay outside the gate to keep the peaple bhack -with—their-whips—<There-are-about-a
hundred living in the mat hall. Every morming they have to go to the office to report
their presence. The salary of these men range fyonr 28 to 40 coppers a day. The total
expense for the day minus the amount of money taken in in selling the bamboo sticks is
fiom $400 to $500. The total number of people who receive help 1s about 20,000 per
day. The length of time for the soup kitchen to run is three months.

There 1s one criticism about this organization. There is no way of checking the
people whether they really need help or not. For instance there were quite a few well
dressed women carrying pails and with a bungh of bamboo sticks in their hands coming
{o the soup kitchen around 11 o'clock whendhe kitchen in not so crowded. They carry
several pails home and do not have to come until several days later. We asked the head
but he sa.ld ‘here 15 no way of checkmg Then we asked about the very poor peopie-who

"Have no modey to buy the tickets. Heé said they distribute {ree-tickets to them.
|

When we were 1nside there were many women asking from ns money but we
refused to give, When we wanted to come out it was absolutely impossible, They
tried to open a side gater-but women just poured in although they were whipped.
Finally they managed to push the women back and close the door. We had to wait a
while before we tried to go out agam. Finally geveral men with whips and a few -

 soldiers made way for us in the front gate and we-came ot uninjured;
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There were many mat huts around the socup kitchen, small families hved in them.
W hen we asked them when they came, we learned-that most of then had only ben here
for 20 days. They came from Giang Pei where there was a drougbt last year, They said
that they surely would not have come until it W ab®luteiy necessary. They say they
will go back tn early spring to try recovering the land agam. Many of these refugees
were dressed guite well and did not look Iike beggars, They say they have found no
job here and for the time being they eat at the soup kitchen, The soup kitchen opens at
7 a. m. and lasts untdd {2 or somstimes { or 2 p.m.

Many of the people are fwom families where fathers are away trying to get work
and they live on the soup kitchen,

I think this organization is very successful, although there is no way of checking
on the kind of people. The cruel treatment shows that only the ones who really need help
would suffer the pain,

‘This kind of charity gives people a chance to ind work and to go back to thewr
former state again, But for the professional beggars this only paupenzes.

MY DEPARTURE
by Li Lien-ming

It was on the way from home to the station. I sat in the middle between mother
and brother, and little Alice sat heside my ifather, while he was driving the motor-car,
Little Alice blew her nose with father's Yarge handkerchief; brother looked his hands over
and gver busily; mother peeped out fmmg the window without turniog her eyes to me, and
I did not know what I should do. It seemed that we had plenty of things to say, but
we said pothing.

The station officer warmed me that it was the time for the train to leave, so 1
jumped into the train before 1 could embrace my dear ones. I looked out from tne window
of the train with my moist eyes and saw mother was crymg, while father stooped over tq
comfort her. *‘Something for youl” brother put a small box into my hands,

The train was meving, and gradually father and the other persons at the station
diminished x size. Slowly 1 bent my head, andfound 1n my hands, the small boz with a
short note onit. The first part of the note was Alice’s handwriting and the last part
was Johony’s. The note was—‘Sister, Brother and I send this box of Chocolate to you
as a hittle present. Don’t worry, mother and father will come to you dutiog the coming
spring Vacation;” Then Jobnny's hand wnting—'‘Be a good and diligent student,
Mother will be mare proud if she finds you have jmproved,”’. - Afier finishing .the note,
1 found several drops of tears were there on the paper.
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ON GETTING UP EARLY AT GINLING

By Ellen Fei

If you have not lived in one of the beautiful dormitories at Ginling you do not
know half of the difficulties we bave in living there. The one difficulty which has
bothered me and my neighbors the most is “‘getting up early in winter.”” When I Say
early, 1 mean in time for class,

My bed room faces fiorth west, _In the winter mouths tt gets no sunshine and 1s
Just the reverse in summer. The room 18 very dark and cold. Altho we leave our door
and windows closed, the north wind creeps in through the cracks. There is no heat in the
rooms. In fact there is no room which you could call warm in the dormitory.

When the winter months came we all decided to get up very early af 6:30. Wae

would set our alarm clocks and put them next to our ears. We thought surely this would
wake us! And it did!

Each morning at the fust clink of the alarm I would guickly shut it off without even
opening my eyes. Then I would hear half a dozen other alarm clocks going off. Their
sounds die away and these thoughts come into my mind.

“Really it's still very dark outside; the washroom is probably not heated; the water

_i3 only lukewarm.: Besides you are not hungry,.the manton apd peanuts do not stimulate
your appetitel’’ and then the thought of sweet sleep and the soft warm bed lulls me back
to dreamland.

The next time I wake is when the breakfast beil rmgs. 1 hear shouting in the
next room,

*One ..voveeitWon.. ... three —.....”" What do you think this means? I hear it
again and agiain and finally I hear it dragging out longer and it ends like this -

“One'-Q IIIIIIIII .two'....ﬂ“l.'llt’thr& lllllllll &I‘..lu IIIIII .‘.‘.."p!'.

So this is the method they use to get up! You hear the bustling of clothes, running
in.the corridor, the clattering of wash basias, and the humming of peppy tunes.” I guess
it's about time I get up too. o

I turn to my room-mate and hear her half snoring.

““Lillian, Lillian, did you hear the nowse outside? Let’s use that method tool™

“All nght, but please wait uatil I put on my stockings under the blanket beiore
we st&t counting. It's very easy to caich coid.”

I agree and I do the same.
( 4 )



We start coubting but it seems to me you could count up to a hundred besfore we
end with an “up”. *‘Up’’ we jamp. The most difficult part is overt Now the busy

day will go smoothly on.

Later mn the afternoon, during a lecture I suddenly realized that I bad on a stocking
inside out. This is the result of gétting up early,

A DISCOVERY
by L1 Ming-dju
Have you ever felt the joy of discovery? Well, I have,

One day, last year, when we were having our final examwnations, I was troubled
at not being able to find a quiet place tostudy., I could study 1 the hbrary when it was
opened. I could study in my bed room whend My roommates were not there. But where
should I go 1f I could not study in the library or my bedroom? The only trouble was
that I had two lessons to recite 1 Chinese. I could not recite unless I read alond. In
order to solve this problem I went out searching for a place that very morming. This
place should not disturb me nor cause any inconvenience to others.

It was about five thirty, The coal summer breeze breathed softly. The fresh air
filled my breact. I stealthily walked toward the athletic ground. *‘This 1s the very place
for-mel’’ I said.. Just then | heard sofmeone réading.. ‘1 was surprised. The little
pathway to the reservoir was occupied. Why, someone came here too! I turned in
another direction and went up the little pathway to Dr. Reeves'. I was agaia startled
to see the back ol another girl 1n the woods, 1 changed my mind again and went to the
tennis court. To my disappointment there were two girls. walking to and fro reading
poems. I looked at my watch and it was almost six. I must harry to get a place. I
ran down to the athletic ground. Just then an 1dea struck ma, When-we had our
archery class we used to rest 1n a shady place. There was a smooth rock and a young
tree, Nobbody would come to this place. Thank God, I got to the place and found
it quite switable. I never had in my hfe such a pleasant hour for studymng. T enjoyed
the nising of the sunand the chirping of the birds. At the same time 1 accomplished
my recitation. What a joy to mel

THOMAS HARDY’'S HEROES AND HEROINES

by Ma Dzlin
PART I—HIS HEROES

Er‘

The mastery of character is considered an essential of the novelist's-art. Hardy's
greatness in this direction is undeniablé.” The reader of hisiovels basa firm imoression

( 42 )




of the unusal range, variety, and importance of hus characters: Diggory Venn, straight-
forward, frank, unselfish, observant and boid; Ganrlel QGak, strong, patientand self-
sacraficing, Angel Clare, a pale, calm figure, jhe ‘‘pure spinit of 1atellect, who, at the first
sound of the whisper of sin, becomes colder and harder than stone and merciless as winter
skies until he is scarce human’’;' Michael Henchard, swift-siriding, yet with sublime
powers of self-control, most magmificent of Hardy's men. In contrast to these nobie,
.-unusual heroes there 1s a group of false, pretendmg inteliects—=Troy, Wildeve, Fitzpiers,
AIexander D' Urberville. ‘They disdan rusticity; “‘they are of shallow and .. ..faithless
passion”.? These are some who come immedialely 10 my mind, each with a definite per-
sonality. There are many others who will give us great pleasure to recollect. Among
women, we find still wider range and greater vartety. With them I shall deal later.

It is worth while to study the ongin of the heroes, Diggory Venn s a reddleman,
red from head to heel, a picturesque figure against the monotonous heath. Gabriel Oak
1s 2 shepherd, “‘heavy-booted and smocked’’. Angel Clare, the son of a poor parson
1n the county, takes farming as s career and is a boarder at the dairyman’s as a student
of kine. Michael Henchard 1s a tramping hay-trusser. These are all drawn from the
most commonplace people and ordinary occupations. Hardy's choice of character 1s
pethaps hus peculiar grace: to have gone dowa among the annoticed, forgotten class of
dull, prosaic, average humamty and discover in them lives as interesting and adventﬁr-
ous as those of emperors and kmights. It s this type of personality that Hardy has

made his own in literature. To a certain extent, he has contributed to tha age its real
spirit—democracy..

According to Hardy's point of view, the nature of man may be classified into four
elements. The course and quahity of human life are governed by these four Yorces: they
are Passion, Reason or Intellect, Emotion, aad Animal Instinct. It is frua that they
determine the personality and dominate human motives. A man often hesitates in doing
something and struggles in a coriain situation whien he finds two mward forces leading
him 1n two different directions. This fact, appearing i various forms, is implicit in
Hardy’s books. Now I am going to discuss some of his herces, using these four
dominant faculties as a basis for judgment.

Among the actors of Hardy's stage there 1s an evident simuanity. “Diggory Venn,
Ga.bnel Oa;k and Glies Wmterbome are clea.rl:pr brothers. mdead they come from ona
dlsgmses oi Y smgle p:eqa of psychoiognca.l imagiation and the dlsgmse is scawely momJ
than a differance 1n name, 1 trade and tortune’ .3

They are honest, steadfast peasants, so faithful in love that personal disappoint-
ment is of no account compared with the gelfare of the beloved. In them we find the

1 Thomas Hardy, a Study of Wessex Novels, P, 199
3. Thomsas Hardy, & Critical Stady, p. 67
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emotions of fiery intensity but they are calmed, restrained and tempered by the reason
which is really their ruling power and which makes them tolerant of life,

Diggory Venn 1s passionate in his lgve for Thomasin Yeobright. He desires to
have her eagerly..c But when he sees that he cannot have her because she loves Wildeve,
whom she must marry, he gives her up. At that time he is not guided solely by passion,
Reason enters into his decision, and makes him unselfish and noble. But he still keeps
an eye out for her and takes care of her. At the end of the story when Thomasin was
left alone, her unfaithful husband was drowned in an attempt to rescue lus sweetheart.
Diggory Vena, once disdained, came to offer her his name,

Since Gabriel Oak belongs to a similar pattern, his attitude toward love is almost
the same as the reddleman’s, He loves Bathsheba Everdene, a country girl, more than
anything else, and he courts her frankly and promuses her all the bliss of married life if
she wnll accept h'm  But the girl is impatient of the rustic life. When Gabriel Qak
adds, ‘‘and at home, by the fire, whenever you look up, there I shall be, and whenever I
look up there will be you,”'? the intolerable monotony of married life drives away the’
tmage of happiness his proposal had aroused. So Gabriel Oak was neglected. When
his sweetheart began to learn to appreciate his sterling worth through an unfortunate
marriage with the dashing Sergeant Troy, Gabriel, for lus part, proved his devotion to
ber. He served her faithfully as ber farm bailiff. Angel Clare, a conspicuous figure
in Tess of the D’ Urbervilles, is passion's child with his pale, fine form. ‘‘The chaigs
most frequently brought against him is that his spirituality obscures his bumanity. His
renunciation of Tess s 1 direct contradiction of the tendencies of his emotional desires.’’?
It is natural, 1 think, that Clare, coming from a conventional clergymen’s famuly cannot
escape from the sense that chastity is most essential of all qualities in his wxie How
can he bear the f.eelmg that Tess is impure? He is so strongly influenced by heredity
in this direction that his very soul rebels against his passion.

So far 1 have discussed Hardy's typical heroes. Now let me present another group

Set off aganst Gabriet Qak and Diggory Veann. They are Troy, Wildeve and Alec
D'Urberville. They are unstable swaggering natures. . Troy.and Alec D’Urberviile
careless of the ruin they cause others are almost villains, treagherous and heartless. But
Wildeve 18 not wicked. He is an engineer by training, weak, indiscreet and with, ap-
;sa‘rently, no energy to do anything constructive. He 15 young, handsome, and attractive.
“'The grace of his movement was singular: it was pantommic expression of a lady-
killing career. Next was a profuse crop of hatr impending over, the top of his face; and
a netk which was smootn and round as a cylinder. The lower balf of his figure was of
light build. Alpgether he was one in whom no man would h.ave seen anything. to admire,
and in whom no woman would have seen anything to dislike.” He does not take life
seriously, When the marriage was hinderads by an accident and Mrs.* Yeobright, his
wife's aunt. came to tell him that 1f he would not arrange the marriage soon, another

1. Far From .the Madding Crowd. p. 102
2. Thomas I-Ludy. a Study of Wessex Noves F, 11§
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person would marry Thomasin, Wildeve made no objection. He said Thomasin might
marry the othér man! He lacks wisdom and independence of thoaght. At some times
he knows what he ought to do but he is weak and vacillating.

PART Hi—HIS HEROINES

It seems to me that in Hardy's novels women are the most interesting and signifi-
cant characters, by reason of their charm. “’On the whole, capricious, passionate, self-
conscious natures—not all impatient of their rural surroundings, but all interested chiefly
wn their own vanny and fine-ladyism,”’* Eustacia, Bathsheba and Tess are prominent.
Like the heroes, they are taken from peasanl families- Eustacia was the daughter of
the bandmaster of a regiment; Bathsheba, a country girl, Tess, a mik-maid whose father
was a haggler; and Elizabeth-Jane, the daughter of Henchard, a hay-trusser, And all
the others=—Fancy Day, Thomasin Yeobright, and Grace Melbury—belong to the rural
famihes,

Oune of their common qualities 15 their beauty. FEustac.a Vye was considered the
Queen of the Heath with her “‘pagan eyes, full of nocturnal mysteries’'? and black har,
s0 black that ‘‘a whole winter did not contain darkness enough to form its shadow’'.®
When Tess walked along the road pesple would look at her handsome, young figure and
they would “grow fascinated by her freshness and wonder 1f they would ever see her
again’ .* Bathsheba was a “‘girl with peculiar charm of rarity.”’® Fancy Day, appear-
ing at the window at muidnight was considered a fairy by singers of the Mellstock choir

passing by her house

They are very passionate. To me Eustacia Vye 15 the most econspicuous and
impressive woman, She 1s noted for her sensuousness. Her flesh, glorious and exul-
tant, has absorbed her sou! and she has blood-red passion. It is really ironical that
Hardy puts such a woman 1n so solitary a situation—iimetess Egdon Heath. The heath
1s lonesoms and glogmy Bt Eustacia is “‘the Queen of Night'’ who hates the place and
longs for the luxurious beauty of Parts. Itis a pity that she 15 marnied to Clym Yeo-
bright, a man deeply interested in the Heath and its people. How can he lead a happy
life with her? It is natural that Eustacia should go to Wildeve, her former lover, and
complain of her unlucky situation. Her buroing passion which pervades all her life
caused the complicated teagedy and rumed” her,

Bathsheba is also dominataed by emotion. W.en Gabriel Oak wenl to her home
to court her, he met her aunt who discouraged him, saying that there were many sutors,
But Bathsheba ran after Gabriel to correct the muistake her aunt had made, She said,
*‘{ dida’t know you had come to ask to have me, or I should bave come in from the
garden instantly. I ran after you to say that my aunt made a mustake in sending you

1. Thomas Hardy, A Cntcal Study. p, 69
2,3. The Return of the Native, p. 7i

4, —Temw of the BrUrbervilles, po 1 —
5. Far From the Madding Crowd, p. 4

( 45.)



away from courting me, ! She is a typical ‘‘Hardyesque’’ woman full of tenderness
and caprice. She 18 alsu irresistible to the masculine mind. At one time pride and
cold-heartedness dominate her; we see this when.Gabriel Qak was asking her if she
needed a shepherd; none of the by-standers could have guessed from het caim appearance

that he was her lover. But at another time, when love touches her; she loses her balance
of reasoning,

The heroines’ conception of life is rather sad. They know quite well that they
are ill-treated by fate and they are victims of their own affectionate hearts. We often find
a pessimistic tone in them, Eustacia complains when she feels utterly depressed.
Elizabeth-Jans feels that life and its surroundings are tragic rather than comic; though
the men can be gay on occasion, moments of gaety ate interludes, and no part of the

actual drama. Tess has the same feeling too when she found that her hushand could
not forgive what she had done Ll:/;efore her marriage,

These women are vain. When Elzabeth-Jane had become possessed of money
she desired this and that to make herself charming. ‘‘Henchard, her step-father, gave
ber a box of delicately-tinted gloves one spung day. She wanted to wear them to show
her appreciation of s kindness but she soon found that she had no bonnet that would
barmonize. As an artistic indulgence she thought she would have-sueh a-bonnet. When
she had it she found that she had no dress that would go with the bonnet. It was
absolutely necessary to finish; she ordered the requisite article. But she felt again that
she should have a sunshade to go with the dress, And the whole structure was at last
complete”” and she was contented that she had been so much admired

The weakaess of Hatdy's heroines is evident; first of all, they are women. They
cannot conquer; they can only stcuggle. Tess, desperate and grieved, tried to kill herself
the night of the wedding. She confessed that she was no more a maiden but her husband
would not forgive her. So she meaat to put an end to herself but as soon as she thought
the fact would disgrace her husband, she stopped.

Here, 1 should not fail to mention that Hardy is a biologist. He knows how men
are greatly influenced by heredity and circumstance, and how men and women attract each
other. Hardy's women are even more real than his men. He understands the nature of
wpmen; he knows their vital power over men. Itisalways woman who playsan lmportant
part in the intnicacies of life’s tragedy, Eustacia Vye leads Clym Yeobright into the
wilderness of love. Bathsheba made the honest farmer Gabriel infatuated with her.
Hardy's women are always lovable; and because they are so, they make men more or less
irresponsible, confused, and morally disordered. In Hardy's novels woman is the-
stronger sex who sways the universe.

1., Far From the Madding Crowd, p. 25
2. The Mayor of Castorbridge. p. 89
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ONE YEAR’S RETROSPECT

By Hu Swm-mei

In the early fall of 1933 on the train enroute to Nanking from Shanghai, on the
last lap of my journey, for one flzeting mim:nt, panic gripped my heart and my suréness
and nonchalance of previous moaths as to the wisdom of coming to Ginling wabbled
unsteadtly in mudair, For,forsooth, a stranger would I be in a strange place, with the
language of which I had no acquaintance. Had [ not-been on the train undoubtedly I
would bave turned tail and fled. Thus again w,rz{ I given proof of God's all loving and
wise care. His Guidance that had directed my footsteps to Ginling instead of to one of
the other Colleges here in China, and whase assurance had encompassed me round amidst
those months ol arguing, questioning, doubting friends and relatives.

My first year will always ba a.’_v?ear of{) tender m2mories, for it is a year of havea
reached, of dreams coms true. I had always loved and enjoyed pictures of brush or pan,
pictures that shared with one the beauties of nature, and now they were mine in all the
wonder of reality. How 1 enjoyed the quist leisurely strolls in the iresh morning bight,
drinking in the b2auty of the trees and hillsides, Listening to the birds, wandering along
wooded lanes and when the spirit moved me clambering up among the hills and pines to be
alone with the wind, the sky, the trees, Nature and God. Or again wandenng down
through the persimmon orchard weighted dowa w:th s gold_red fruxt or peeping under
the leaves of the strawberry beds to see the strawberry “babies nestled down undernea.th,
wondering at the beauty that surrounded me, marvelling at the skxll that had combmed
God-made and manmade gardeming. Looking away at the sur .
that these too, were as they were 1n bygone yoars and as Sprmg' beg.m to draw near,
picking wiolets in the woods, enjoying the plcturesquenss of :piraca and wiid plum
blossoms growing together with a background of cedars. Wandering by the willow-
bordered pool where lovely ins and snowballs bloomed finding lilies-of-the valley, hunting
forget-me~nots. Each day new wistas of delight brought new remiaders of God's love
and care, and a deeper realization of vision that reveals beauties and wonders untold when
He'‘opens’ our eyes, not only in the beauties of dature but the inspirations of worshipful
devolional series made more so by interpretative music, _There -has-been joy - in-effort
rcmstdod"wuh mastery of difhiculs subpcts, The broad visias spread imvilngly befors
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one from the threshold of new studies, the wonder and beauty of personalities that
college life and contact make possible. Golden memories! May each year add to their
store that out of a full hfe I may mumster unto the needs of others, and when my college

days are o'er face forth to meet life with head up and colors flying, ready to give my
best for God and fatherland.
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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
by Dju Yueh-shan

““Yes, madam, I deserve to be dismissed because for a long time I have been
peglecting my duties. I shall leave your home just as soon as I have packed up my
things. But, madam, please remembet that not all servants are easily managed. Oh. it
is all right with me now. I hope that you will be able to find a better cook next time.’

Thus spoké the Took with extreme pohiteness after Mamnad told bim that she was
dismissing him. However, a revengeful look appeared on his face in spite of his polite
words. This Mary noticed and after he had gone she mentioned 1t to her sister,

““Alice, the cook had a furious look or his face just now. You know what an old
hypocrite he is; I am afraid that he will do us barm.”’

Nonsense, snster. how could that old follow do us any harm? He 1s just an old
goose, ' responded the young girl carelessly.

“Throwing his bundle over his shoulder, the cook Walked slowly along the garden
path toward the gate, He grumbled as he walked along, “‘Gardener, tell your mistress-
that I, her disrmssed cook, will sooner or later pay her for what she has done to me. 1

well know what she bas stored in the attic. Beware,”

Mary's famdy was well known thrcughout the dastnct in whwh they lived. Her
parents had died early and the two girls had lived with their uncle until fus death a few
years ago. He had been very acuve in antioptum activiies and bad long served as the
president of the Anti-opium Society. The cook had the idea that they had stored all
of the confiscated opium in tha attic of their big home!

A few weeks after the cock's departure there was a stormy mghy; the wind blew
Jike a wild heast und the rain poureq in torrents. Within the Louse all was quiet except
“the rain on the roof and ihé screaming ot the—wind without-—Everybody-in-_the house
had gone to bed early that might.
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The house was a huge one surrcunded by a large garden situated in the most lovely
vart of Shanghai. Mary and Alice slept in the largest room on the second floor. The
servants lived in the opposite wing. The third floor was used for stornng things and was

rarely unlocked.

Mary was not ordiparily a very sound sleeper; even a small sound was sufficient
to awaken her. Contrary io her usual custem, sbe had gone to bed early that night, and
the storm bad soon lulled her to sleep. Suddenly she was awakened by the sound of foot
steps below her window, A cold chill went down her spins. At first she dared not move
but listened atientively, her fea rincreasing every second, At last she felt she could
stand it no longer, so she shook her sister who was sleeping soundly beside her. Alice,
how ever,was too sleepy to be frightened and answered, ‘*‘Oh, it's only dogs coming to
our garden for shelter from the rain. Robbers would not come out on such a night as
this,”  Mary lListened again and could hear nothing and finally went back to sleep.

Was the sound of footsteps under the window made by dogs seeking shelter? No,
it belonged to several figures clad in black, moving silently below the window of
M.ary's rcom. When they saw a hght turned on upstairs they knew that someone 1n the
hcuse was awake, so they stopped moving for a while. Wben everything was dark again
they walked slowly along the side of the house to the back balcony. They climbed up to
the balcony. They tried to get into A small rcom by breaking through the screen and
glass, but found the window barred from within., Walking to the other end of the
balcony they found a door and with the use of their tools finally got the door unlocked.
With the aid of {heir flash lights they found the switch,turned on the light, and discover-
ed the tack staircase leading to the third flcor. They soon forced their way into the
storeroom and began to search for something. '

Soon after Mary had turned out her light she had gone back to sleep, but now
the heavy tread of people walking above her again awakened her. It sounded to her
as if a troop'of soldiers were marching to and fro. She did not know what to do, for
she was nearly frightened to death. She wanted {o turn on the light and yet she did not
dare to move.

— -*"Listen, Alice, what is all that toise? Some burglars must have gotten wnto the
house. 1 wormder how they got in. They are striking at something!’

After a minute Mary whispered again, ‘‘What shall we do? Perbaps we shall
meet our death 16-night. Ob, if father and mother were only herel Listen. they are com=
ing down the steps. Perhaps they will come to our room. Let us get up.’’

**No, no, I am afraid to get up. I ant scared to death. Oh. please don't get up,
I shall die if you leave ma!’’

In the mean while the men had been searching all over the third floor for some-

thing. . They had broken open every-trunk-and box; but they had found nothing. Their
search was i vain. T hey could find no clue o the hiding place of she treasure. They
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finally deserted the third floor and des dio the second. As soon as they were on
the second floor, the telephone caught mr and be proceeded to cut the
wire at once. Then they searched all the rooms which were unlocked. At last they
searched the room of the servant Wang Ma,

‘Wang Ma was awakened by a flash of light in her eyes.” Shs could-ses ons tall
black figure and many smaller ones standing by het bed. The leader held a light, in one
band and a revolver in the other. The men were wet through and through. Th&y stood
silent and motionless for a minute. At fast the leader commanded:

“Wili you get up and follow me or will you take a bullet? One minute of delay
and your life will be in danger.”

““What is the matter, sir, 1 bave done nothing to offend you. Why do you want

my iife? Ah,howcanl getup to dress mysslf while you and your men are watching
me?’" tremblingly asked the servant.

““We will stand just outside the door and be in a hurry, hear? You have oﬁly a
moment to dress,’” said the leader,

As soon as the men had left the room, Wang Ma jumped up to dress. Ih ene
minute the leader reappeared and commanded her to lead him to the opium. When she
seemed unwilling they began to drag her aloog.

**Now then, guickly tsil uas the plm where your mistress stores her oplum, Lead
me there at once or I will shoot you, ™

“But, sit, I don’t quite understand,” said the woman, all the time trying to free
barself from the man's grasp.

“Opium, I say. Lead me to the place where it 1s stored.'”

*Opium! Why do you é&xpect to find opium nere? This is not an oplum den. My
mistress neither raises poppies nor smokes them:—Where do you think yt <0

*You liar, trying to protect your mistress, ehi”’

Seeing that he could get no information. he .servant. he camn r {6
lead him to the room of her mistress. Wang Ma hesntated, but the lmder foroed her on
by striking het on the leg with an ron tod. When Mary heard Wang Ma’'s scream she
apened the door immediately lest some harm should come to her faithful servant, She
saw standing before her the tall leader in black, his cap pulled Jow over tus face, He ?exd
his revalvu: close to Mary and said:

“Lead us at once to your opium or we will kill you,"’

Mary was greatly alarmed yet she was calm éndugh to surprise the Jeadér.. Slow=
’?M smoothly shé said:
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“Mr. Burglar, if you want my life, you may take it now, if you want my things,
you may have whatever you can lay your hands on, but if ypu want optum, it is not
within my power to give it to you. My room as well as the whole house is ready for
your search, if you won't take my word,’

Alice was still'tucked under her covers. As the men startéd toward the bed,
she called out, ""Oh, I am not opiumy I am only a girl.”" The men stepped back; she
crawled farthetr under the covers. At lengih the whole room was searched with the
exception of a cioset which was locked. The leader asked for the key, Mary asked
Alice to hand it to her but Alice was afraid to move. However, when the leader pointed

the revolver in her direction, she meekly took the key from under her pillow and gave
it to her sister,

When the closet was opened there stood in full wiew aniron safe in which the

gitls kept their money and jewels., When the leader saw it he turned to Mary and
said-

“I want neither your money nor your jewels, What I want1s oprum. I have
searched the whole house, I believe that your word s true. [ now realize that I have
been deceived. I pray that you will pardon us for disturbmmg you at this late hour.
We cannot tell you who we are, but we represent a powarful group. If you try to
report us it will go hard with you, but if forget our visit to-mght, we will only say
that there has beea ‘much ado about nothing'. And may we add 1n parting that you
should be more careful in the handling of your servants here after.”” The Leader then
turned 40 his men aid bade them go out as quickly as possible.

Mary and Wang Ma dropped to the side of the bed and breathlessly listened to

the retreating foot steps of the men, while Alice caught them both and sobbed until the
dawn.

WHY DO 1 THINK HE 1S A LEADER?

'By Bessie Chen

Why do I think he 1s a leader? This question never entered my mind before. Not
becauss I don’t quite know him but just because I know him too well. Ourintimats
frieadship from childhood never made me realize what his helpful, amicable, leading
personality meant to me, until the time came for us to part. Then the value of his com-
paniomship, leadership, and friendship dawned gradually like the rising sun upon- me.
The question seems to be brand®d 10 my mund with fire, The way which I have chosen
to express my thoughts is writing, and I bope by writing I'll release some of the hotness

As children we used to live next door to each other. Owing to the deep friendship
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between our parents, we two innocent children planted our friendship strongly and firmly
on the stone of mutual understanding and admiration, We loved each other as sister and
brother and that love still remains within me and will stay with me forever.

In summer, my familyand he went up to Kuling for the vacation. There we mef
many playmates of our own age. We went iking, swimming and to picnics together,
Whenaver we lost a thing we called out to him  Whenever we hurt curselves we expected
bis comfort and help. Whenever anything seemed *‘rotten in the state of Denmark’” we
naturally looked up to him to putthings in order. One little incident will prove to you
what I'm trying to tell you.

One day our hittle gang begged him to take us to some new places to swim. He,
being a boy only, liked adventure also. Somehow he felt the sense of responsibility,
which some great men ought but fail to feel, upon him. So, he curbed lus desire and
said that it was too dangerous. After entreating him for hours, he made us promuse,
first, that we wouid not go atar but stick always near him. We promptly promised and
would even have held up our hands to swear, should he have wished us to. The result
was, we went without our pareats’ permission. We chmbed and ran about, but always
neat him. Finally we did get to some tudden corners where natural swimmyng pools are
found. We jumpsd into the water, one %y one like happy, care-free fishes, Now we
swam and enjoyed curselves! We forget everything 1acluding our promise,

Suddenly a cry was heard, yeling s name from the opposite side of the pool.
When we turned our heads to the direction from which the shriek came, we were dumb-
founded. A snake was crawling swiftly toward a girl who not only had forgotten her
promise to him but had baen reckless enough 10 swim to the opposite bank. The boys all
began to stare at her and the girls bsgan to cry. Calmly but swiftly Willie picked up a
stone and aimed at the snake. A minute too late and the girl would have been bitten by
the snake. Before our senses returned to us, he had swum back with the little girl to our
place. We went bome that afternoon with trembling hearts, expecting him to rebuke us
every minute Thathe never did, Afier reachung home he told our parents everythung,
and of course they showered all the fault on him, He accepted their blame without a
murmur and went to bed quietly, -

- ¥ a.dn:ir?q his courage for helping the little girl from danger but I blamed him for
his stupidness in telling the parents. Why should'he dg it when nothing serious happened
to us? Somehow, I could not sleep. 1 felt sorry for lum and had to go to comtort him,
I got up instantly and intended to go to his room.; On my way, I passed thé parlour. I
saw our parents sitting and talking. I gaught a sentence or two while my father was
talkings #'Willie is a good boy. He has not only helped Lily out of danger but he is
brave enough to tell us all about 1t afterwards. ‘O, Mr. Chen, I am proud of the boy

—foryou.”" *'Yes, my boy 15.cvrurens” "*_ I felt so much-ashamed of mysalf that I retraced my
steps to my room instead of gotng to his. This is only one of the many things which he
did when he was a cmid.
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In high school we also studied together. He was the chairman of the student
council and othercommittees When he presided over a meeting his bearing was right
and unbiased.» Nor would he argue over personal problems-during the meeting. He
never even hated the person who purposely made work hard for him. He swallowed all
his pains, and sufierings quietly, He wouldn’t even let me comfart hum, The only
thought that dwelt in his mind was to help the school and the students to make good,
How hard he strove {o help the school, no ome can tell except the doctor, who a.fter
examining his health during his last semester in school ordered hum to rest. - No gradu-
aton, no ceruficate for our ambitious leader. But he bore the distress bravely and I'm

ashamed to admit that he even braced up my spirit when we heard this news, wl:niel
ought to have encouraged him.

After he had to stay bowas, 1 used to go home every weekend. One Sunday
evening—that eventful evening I couldn t go to sleep, I felt restless and depressed. I knew
1 was going to school again tomorrow and couldn’t see um for another week. It was
only eight o’clock, but 1t was not early for a patient. Anyway I made up my mind to go
to see him agam. After knocking at his door I entered quietly. He was not asleep and
in his eyes there were different kinds of Lights of welcome, surprise, longing and a little
bit of reproach.

“Why did you come at this timeofthe day? You know you ought to be 1n bed
by now for tomorrow you have to go to school at half-past six.’”

His trembling, kind voice made my eyes deluged with tears. A glance at his pale,
emotional face started the tears rolling down my chdeks. I tried very hard to control
myself, but failed. It must have bsen hard for him te control his tears, but he succead-
ed as he always did. He looked wistfuly and sadly at the candle which I carried 1n my
hand and said to me with an enforced smile,

“‘Can you not see that your Lttle candle is also crymg? Though she s crying yet
s’he st'II sends out her llg’hr If i happen to leave you Iorever can you be like this candle.

I bowed my head and leit his bedside without a word, I was a weakling tocry sn
his room and at this time. But I couldn t do . anything to stop my showering tears.

-—

The f{ollowing afternoon after I wemt—tr—school the news of his death was
brought to us. The whele school mourned for him and I, strange to say, dida’t cry a
bit but went around to comfort them all with hopeful words. Was I not trying to do the
thing which he asked me to while my heart was bleeding inside?

N_gva_r d:d 1 have a better friend MMLMHMM_

You can answer for yourself why I think he 1s a leader. For I can’foee..cevsennine
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A FACT OR A DREAM?
By Marian Hwang

It was a gloomy day! The sky was partly éogered by heavy gray cloud. The
wind was blowing more severely than ever. It seemed as if the rain would come down
very soon. 1 found my old fuzend, Tsui-wen, sleeping on her bed. It was probably I
who awoke ber from a sweet dream when I knocked ~on her door. She looked at me with
her two deap round eyes, as if she did not know me. When I discovered her pale and
languished face and her two slender hands, I began to doubt whether she was my old
friend, Tsui-wen. After I had made sure of her by remembering her own name on the
door, I began to talk to her,

“‘Sister Wen,'' it was the nams which we used to call her when ws were in high
school, ‘‘do you remember me?'’

Shs answered me by nodding her head and a sweet smile showed on her face.
Before I came to see her, I had heard someane say that she had had poor health since she
had recovered from pneumtomia, so I began to ask about her health. She not only did
tell ahout her health but told me the whole story from the time when I left her. It was
a three-year short story. The part which impressed me most was her unfortunate life.

“Odious and unlucky fate always claims me so that | have neither freedom nor
hope to do what I wish On account of my father's failure 1a business, 1 have lost my
chance to go to college with you. I have to work for my living, At that time, there
seemed a little hght of hope in front of m&that would bring me to a bright futuve, if I
could endure more. Because of my eagerness to attain a higher education, I worked both
day and mght. Now I discover that such a hope to me is just a dream! In this world,
everything is turning away from me. Before me, there is only tha lofty gray walll My
father died two years ago, four months later my mother followed him and left us. I bave
only two hands; how &an'I support my three little brothers and one sister! They are the
poor things, much poorer than T was! Last year, after I recoversd from pneumonia, L
found my health had greatly broken down. The doctor told me that if I continued to
work as hard as before I would easily get tubsrculosis.’” She spoke with a trembhng
voice and tears running down from her eyes slowly and unceasingly. Her face was
growing paler and paler. 1 thought that [ would hurt her if I let her continue to talk, so
Tbegan to talk to her with another subject, but she paid no attention to me, It seemed
as if she would leave m3 soon. so she kept-on-with her story as she was eoughing., At-
last she said, ‘‘Recently, 1 discovered that I.already have tuberculosis; what shall I do
with my little Bro.....thers and 8is.....t@r Seeeen .. This last sentence died
out slowly with her weeping tone. I could not bear it so I began to cry.

When I awoke, 1 recognized that 1t was a dream and I found that my pillow-case
was all wet with tears, I began to wonder why I was troubled witheuch a ternible dream.
-Then-{ remembered that a wesk:ago T recsived my_ sistet's lelter saying that this old
friead of mune bkad diad of tuberculass. ~
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BA BA SHUENG
by Tsen Li-ming
1

Her true name was Lu Wen Shueng, but nobody had ever called her that name
since she had once before she learned to speak correctly, answered her mother that her
name was Ba Ba Shueng’’. Later she became so used to hearmg that name that at times
she even did not recognize for whom the call ““Wen Shueng' was. People either inside

or outside of the family called her *’Ba Ba Shueng’’ simply for the sake of teasing and by.
habit.

Ba Ba Shueng might bave been a favourite child to her parents as ber little sister,
Pe: Shueng was, if she had not been so terribly affected by a long period of illness when
she was only three yeais of age. Her mother often boasted before others how her father
--saved-her from death when the horrible crisis came one night. Ba Ba Shueng then was
about to die, her face had become pale,; her body cold, her hands were shaking, and even
worse-her-jaws drew so tight that oae could not thrust even -a finger into her mouth, _Her
father had to force her mouth open with a pair of chopsticks and then poured into her
mouth a considerable amount of urine from another boy. So the father was said to be
successful in rescuing his daughter from the sudden blow. Nevertheless this illness did
not end at once, but, lasted for nearly half a year. When she recovered, she was no
lorger the usual fat child of rosy cheeks, Her face always appeared pale and languid.
Her eyes seemed to be larger and more beautiful with long black lashes, She always
looked at people with childish 1nnocence. She had a well:shaped nose. Her hps gave
you the impressien-el a honest child shrinking from the possibility of lying 2 lying aad cheafing
or throwing hard words at others. Her marble-like forehead covered with d dangling Rair
of irregular lengths possessed a sort of aesthetic softness that a Chinese Romeq, if thére
Teally were such a person, would certainly like to kiss and soothe. Ba Ba Shueng had a
habit of speaking as fast and lightly as a canary, and a habit of walking in such mannet
that her heels hardly touched the ground when each step was taken; so| people of the
village often remarked that thls was a sign she would die early,

Ba Ba Shueng was aIways weaker than her sisters no matter how much special
nourishment her mother had given her. In every respect she seemed to be less capable
than any of her sisters. “Her elder sisters, Gin Shueng and Po Shueng had become
popuiar m school for thelr brlghtness._ They were put mto the same class when the
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help being delighted at their davghters’ high marks in all subiects, It had almost been
. & rule that Gin Shueng, the eldest cne got a <mall ccpy of the Holy Bibie or other er books
as the first prize and Po Shueng, “the younger one received a beautifully-diessed doll as the
second prize each year. Moreover, Gin Shueng was very skiltful in knitting and sewing;
and Po Shueng was known as a bold little speaker before a big audience every Christmas,
The father and mother were really very proud of them; Pei Shueng was not the less smart
and lovable than the two elder ones in the eves of her parents though she was two years
younger than Ba Ba Shueng., She was just as beautifal as Ba Ba Shueng but of a
different type of beayty. As a rule her father showed her special favour whenever and
wherever he met her, Her little pink face was made redder by her father's gentle caresses,

- Since there were these three lovable daugbters cccupying their parents’
hearts Ba Pa Shueng was not in the least ! ,vable to them. In fact Ba Ba Shueng's
sisters often hked to take advantage of her weakness except Gin Shueng who was of a
different nature and showed kindness to her at times. Even the slave girl of the family
seemed to look down on her instead of repecting her as she should. Ah How, the slave
girl would certainly side with the smallest one whenever there was a quarrel between Ba
Ba Shueng and Pe: Shueng. You could often hear Ah How scold Ba Ba Shueng saying,
*‘Aren’t you ashamed of yourself? You are the older one. QOught you not to let her have
it?"" Then there was a silence and she began again to frighten her saying heavily through
her yellow teeth, ‘“‘See if I doun’t tell your mother about your naughtiness; then you are to
receive a number of unbearable lashes!'’ As a rule, Ba Ba Sheng who stood alope had to
give in and then hide herself behind the door to sob bitterly. Ba Ba Shueng could not be
“at ease even during supper time. She had to take care not to make her patent.s angry,
lest she should receive a sudden stroke of chopsticks from her mother, and reproachiul
glances from all the others at the table. Many a time she just could not help sobbing and
left the table without eating any more; But who was to care whether she was hungry or
pot? Gin Shueng was afraid to fetch her food separately since her parents always insisted
on not caring or pitying as the best way to teach every naughty <child!

What consolation of 2ny sort could Ba Ba Shueng seek at home, since every body
st kept nagging at her all the time? Her place at home was nowhere. Every day she
went out and wandered in the street, imn the dirty yard, around the well watchung people
getting out water bucket by bucket, and along all possible places away from home. Whtle
she was unloved at home, she.made friends with quite a few grown up persons outside, lor
she was very meek and always ready to help any one who needed her. - People praised ber
sisters’ brightness and beanty before her parents, but in reality_thej’_ﬁeved Ba Ba Shueng
best. She was not proud before others as they were. People certainly received sweet
smiles from her. Whenever they happened to see her they liked to talk with her, and
pity her; and that was the only way that Ba Ba Shueng could express herself freely.

A bl:ind massion gl who lived 1n the same street was quite kind to Ba Ba Shueng.
Many’atime-she-told- Ba- Ba Shuang stories-in-the-Bible, and taught her to-sing simple
songs though she could seldom catch them. On the other hand the blind girl was very
thankiul for Ba Ba Shueng's help in making a fire to cook her food whenever she was
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with her, Ba Ba Shueng became quite another person when she was inf the presence of
other people who were friendly to her, OShe was active Tn helpmg the old woman {also
living in the same street) to get the thread through the tiny eye of a needle. Her sisters,

especially Pei-Shueng would feel too proud to do that for such a humble neighbor with
ragged clothes and dirty face.

191

When Ba Ba Shueng was just ten, heg father died suddenly after a few days'
illness, Though Ba Ba Shueng was notloved by her father when he was alive, yet she
wept just as bitterly as the others. Pe1 Shueng simply did not weep at all,

Since no boy was born to the famly, the daughters now were every thing to their
mother. She valued them all with the possible exception of Ba Ba Shueng much more
than all the people did their sons in the village. She determined to give them higher

education as practically none of the village people could afford to do even for their only
SOns,

Though the main figure of the family had died recently vet the mother was not to
let Gin Shueng and Po Shueng stop going to school for the sake of mourning. They were
obliged to ga to the school only a few days after the funeral.

As Gin Shueng and Po Shueng had already studied six years in the Christian
school, they were said to have finished the primarx schooling. Their mother could find
no place other than Canton where her daughters could continue to have juntor and senior
high school education. After lots of consulting about schools, she decided to let them go
to study in a famous girl’s school in Canton which was mules away from home. Being
afraid of this and that, Gin Shueng and Po Shueng insisted on gomng earlier to the school
tba.n any one else. The night before they left hame, they were treated as queeps visiting
one's home. During supper time, their mother chose fine big pieces of chucken for them
time after time; and Ah How served them with particular sweetness. lm return they
also felt sad to leave every member. of the family; even Ba Ba Shueng was gieatly pitied
by Po Shueng who did not show much goodness to her usually. The next morntng all the
members of the family rose at five in order to catch the train at six. At breakiast Gin
Shueng and Po Shueng could not —2at much; for they were too sad to eat now. After
breakfast, Gin Shueng went into her own bed room to see 3f she had miissed anything,
Ba Ba Shueng's face was wet with tears. She quickly ran after her sister ifito tlie—same
room and burst into loud cries, ~Hanging herself on Gin Shueng s neck Ba Ba Shueng
did not know what to say since sEE’Ba;d so much to say at that moment. Gin Shueng

_patted her back gently 1% Dc'jn't cry now, Ba Ba Shueng. I will come back next
summer {o see you. me what you want. ] promise to buy it in Canton and bring it
home for you. Ah! you want a beautiful doll ike the one that Po Shueng received beiore,
I suppose?’” Their mother was calling Gin Shueng outside, so she had to goout and poor
Ba Ba Shueng had no chance to speak a-word to her. .Gin Shueng was the only one in the
family who showed her kindmess; and-Ba Ba Shueng loved her above all the others, She
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had looked sadder and paler ever since she had heard of their coming departure. And
that very last moment she was. only wo absorbed in her grief, she did not hear what Gin
Shueng said to her, and so much the better she did not catch the words, else sucha
passionate child as she would certamly have been hurt more or less by Gin Shueng's
misunderstanding toward her. How could she say such things as to buy a beautiful
doll for her at that moment? Did not Ba Ba Shueng love her more than a doll?

younger daughter& to- begin study the next week in the same Christian school. Thongh
she did not care much about Ba Ba Shueng's education (for she thought her unable to
study), yet for the sake of avoiding outsiders’ gossip and finding company for her youngest
daughter, Pei Shueng, who was now seven years of age, she had to let her enter school at
the same time,

Pei Shueng was the smallest one in the school and both sisters were to study with
quitermany big eirls in the same class, Surely. they were too young to compete with
those big ones, but Pei Shueng looked bright and smart. People just could not help
patting her and protectmg her; M made lmr sing songs that her elder sisters had taught
ber; and she did sing beauufully, 50 in a very short period Pei Shueng had become popu-
lar while Ba Ba Shueng just stood aside and listened to her sister’s singing as others did.
She was very timid with new people, and seldom answered the questions thrown out by
those bag ones. She was simply fnghtened by the sight of so many strangets and teachers
with stern faces. As a result, people took little interest 1n her and even ventured to think
_her queer,

Now in addition to her mother’s nagging she had to suffer from her schoolmates’
laughing and cruel teasing, and all the hard lessons that must be memonzed day
after day. Her mind was never at edse. By and by she really bécame too nervous
about everything around her. People kept teasing, frightening and fooling her while
Pei Shueng though popular among her schoolmates was unable to stop them. Many
a time she was obliged to act as an older sister 1o drag the crying Ba"Ba Shueng
home. -

One day, several naughgy giris even went so far as to fool Ba Ba Shueng by
rubbing pepper powder over her eyes, m order to enjoy seeing her crying.  When Pei-
Shueng d;scovered their dirty tricks she ceprosehed=tiverrifercely so. they.all sneqked

1§ Dy one. ohe rought Ba Ba Sh hom.e, and told her mothes-the tale
from begmmng_to m& Her mother was very angry at their tricks. Not waiung for
a misute longer sha_burst into the school and demanded the teacher to punish' her
naughty pupils; and said that she would’t allow any one to try any trick in ber daught-
ers again.

The next morning Ba Ba _ o schiool again.  Sesing the
uselessiiess of foccing -her to study, "her mother just let 1% Pei Shueng had to go
by herself henceiorth. Ba Ba Snueng feil back 10 her-oid wandering life agaim.
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-A little before summer vacation, the slave girl was married to 2 man who lived
in the neighboring village. In order to help in household work the mother bought
another slave girl, named Ak Lan, who was a little older than Ba Ba Shueng (who
was 10 now). Ah Lan was a robust girl. Her face was absolutely round and full,
of freckles, She was altogether an untamed wild thing. She knew no manners, and
often- gave you foolish smiles. She was a great eater, and was sure to eat thrice as
much as Ba Ba Shueng at every meal. In addition to that she tried to steal anything
catable in the closet when people were away, Not that she did not have enough to
eat but she had formed that unchangeable habit long belore she came, She did not
stop even after she was beaten many times for that. Moreover, she learned that Ba
Ba Shueng was timid and conquered or dominated quickly after her arriving. As 2
result she refused to do anything for her at every possible situation; so Ba Ba Shueng
scon found that Ah IL.an was another new enemy to her at home. Right after her
fleeing from the musery in school the new trouble of Ak Lan came to her in its place!

Nevertheless Ba Ba Shueng, though troubled by lois of things at home was
Dlled with the pleasure of longing for her sisters’ coming back home in summer
vacation. She niimbered the days till their arrival, It is all the same to any one
waiting for others; Ba Ba Shueng felt the day much longer than usual as she waited
day and night earnestly,

tmally her hope was fulfilled. Gin Shueng and Po Shueng did actually come
homa one summer day, Ba Ba Shueng was jumping up and down before her sisters
like a puppy for her returned master. Gin Shueng did not forget to buy her a

beautiful doll which was quite an unexpected gift to Ba Ba Shueng. “At last Ba Ba Shueng
could have a little pleasure and consolation for herself. Moreover she was treated kindly

by her newlv anived sisters. Everything to her was cheerful again: and Ah Lan was
afrad ot cheating her in the presence of these two new Misses. They seemed to Ah
Lan very honorable and powerful, and she was afraid even to stir without order lest she
should be more severely punished in return. Ba Ba Shueng was also glad that her
mother seemed to nag at her less before the two older daughters; so she was prac-
t:callg freed flom ewry strain for the time being. She again became interested in

-her sim; S Bry Spe em'nutewa.sspentmreadmgaloudthoughshe

her elder sisters about words that were now to he. Gm Shueng was ottﬁn wi bo
tell her whenever she was being consulted, while Po Shueng later became bor

her constant askings which meant trouble to her. Many a tu'ne even the youngest
one rpproached her for too much botheiing others by saymng, ‘‘Ob, please stop, for
beaven s sake. Why can’t 'you understand that you yourselt are the dullest cne
“M'mm bard words, Ba Ba Shueng nearly burst into tears, and

Quickly went away. She wanted to study but very few were willing to help her. She
felt quite miserable at that.
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Time passed on very iast while hérsisters gere at home. It was about time
for them w go back w Canwn; Ba Ba Shueng would scon feel lonety again but m
addition to that she heard the unexpected news that Gin Shueng was gong to take
even 'Pet Shueng to study in Caaton; for she learned that generally the schools in a
city were far better than those in a village, Though Pei Shueng was not good to
her at home, yet she did not wish to be left alone with her mother, But who was
to stop the terrible departure for her? No ane would listen to ber at all. She had
spoken of that to Gin Shueng but Gin Shueng again trisd to fool her as if she could
feel nothing deep!

Ba Ba Shueng kept worrying about the coming of the horrible day of departure.
All her former bappiness had gone far far away. In the morning when they weve
going to leave she did not rise {0 see them go; for she really could not bear the sight
of it. She lstened to every movement and every souad outside her bed-room. Gin
Shueng thought her still sleeping add so she was glad that they could leave without troub-
ling her. After they left, the house suddenly become absolutely &till like an ancient
tomb; for her mother and Ah Lan were accompanying them to the station too. She
could not help sobbing bitterly with the sheet over her head. When she got up,
she discovered that the edge of the sheet and the pillow were wet with tears.

v

It was true that the house almost became a deserted place, Three sisters out
of four had gone away to study. They were altogether only three 1a the house now.
Since the house of two stories seemed too large for them, the first floor was let
out to another samall family who had long been covetous of living thera,

Ba Ba Shueng's bed-room was moved to the second fleor. It was really too
large a room for a child like her. Though her room was Just next to her mother's,
yet she seemed to fecl it too large to fill up, She often looked around cautiously as
though some thing else — a ghost or a robber — were hidden in the corners under
the bed, above the mosquite net and jn almost every space of the room. She lit the
oil lamp late at mght until her mother called from the other room; then she blew out
the light, Often enough she was awakened suddenly from her horrible dreams at night,
A great number of ugly little ghosts poked heryand heaped themselves above her;
-80--that—she--felt-unable— to- breathe-and 16 ca.II_for help. At such a moment Ba Ba
Shueng would pray and cry to her almighty old-grandfather-like God for help; then
she was successful in pulling herself together and fought them away with !ﬁtknckm
and hands clawing in the air. Naturally, she woke up, wondering for a while; then
recovered herself,~and wiped off the sweat an her forehead; then quickly covered herself

entirely with the sheet, and never tried (o stir again for fear of any ghog_;_t_lgymght
have remained in the room.

Being so ofton frightened by the dreams Ba Ba Shueng always teit sad towar&_
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evening. How she wished there would be no night at allif

Since all hér three companicnable daughters were away from home, the mother
also felt a little bit too lonesome at home with no one to falk with... She.iook wo-
interest in Ba Ba Shueng. All that she had to ‘do for her was to give her food and
clothing, She did nof know what Ba Ba Shueng was doing during the rest of the
day. She even became tired of nagging at her now,-

It happered that a new girl teacher, Miss Tan, had come to the Christian
school lately. In her eyes Miss Tan was charming, tender, afd good-mannered.”
She could play the gorgan and sang beautifully, though many town folk would certainly
think her wvoice too loud and too stiff. In every respect Miss Tan was superior to
all those who had taught here before, She and Ba Ba Shueng’s mother got acquainted
with each other in the church after numerous contacts,

Miss Tan was an orphan brought up by a foreign missionary., She was quite
alune m the world; so namrally she also came to admire the mother's hosprality
toward her, By and by Miss Tan became a constantly welcomed guest of the house.
She was treated much more dearly than Ba Ba Shueng by her mother. _But Ba Ba
Shueng by no means became jealous of her; for she was not used to thinking ill of
any body who did her no harm. For quite a long period the house was full of sunshine
again, The solitude was replaced by the presence of Miss Tan.

But two months later the principal of the school told Miss Tan to move her
bed-room to another old house of immense size, since there was not enoygh room for
study.in the school: Miss Tan was not accustomed to sleeping alone in such a big house.
(She bad slept i a crowded room usually during her student period). The mother had
already seen that from MISS Tan's hesitant_manner, She was_gympathetic enough to
volunteer to go te-sieep” in the next room to Miss Tan's in—the same house at night.
She loved Miss Tan as dearly as her own daughter; and Miss Tan was more thankful
to her than to any other in the world.

ow™the cheerfulness of the house was carried away once more. Except at
meal times the slave girl Ah Lan was left alone working mn the bouse all day long.
Ba Ba Shueng did not dare to enter it except at meal times. At night there were
only Ba Ba Shueng and Ah Lan sleeping 1n the whole floor., The people living 1n—
the first floor seldom made any noise at all. The whole house was {ull of mystecious
quetness. Ba Ba Shueng- .then-became ten times as frighteried as befores since no
body now slept in the room next 40 hers. Probably she would be poked to death
by the little ghosts at night and never wake up again! Just imagine! Té whom
could she cry for heip had something hoirible or dangerous really happened to her?
Ah Lan, tired by the day's work, slept most soundly from first to last. Nobody
conld. possibly wake.her-up -without vigorous—shaking of her: body-at night. Moreover, -
she spoke every night im Ler dreams uancoociously. She herself did not feel
frightened in ﬂ; but her habits added lots of aevil things to Ba B\a Shueng's
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imagination when she was awakened at night. Many a time she was nearly frightened
to death. Her night gown was wet with vapourish sweat. Bemmg bored 1n the day
time, and having no good rest at night Ba Ba Shueng grew paler and thinner day
by day. She began to hate eating, and teel full all day long. But nobody had seen
that except- the people in the street; but they were not responsible for that. It was
nobody’s business if it was not her mother’s!

A’

Presently, Ba Ba Shueng formed a habit of sitting at the windew pane with her
feet resting on the table below meditating over the series of misiortunes which had happen-
ed fo her and dreaming of every possible way of rescue, the connng home of her sister, or
some kind one to take her away. That evening, as she looked forth with her head leaning
against one of the iron rods of the window and her right hand grasping the upper part of
the same rod for support, she was qute lost 1n pursuing many different images of human
beings, animals, angels as told of in the stories, houses and things of tremendous varietws
in the cloud.

““Oh, here is such a kind old man with a long white beard, may be he 1s the very
God who is coming to rescue me now.”’ Ba Ba Shueng murmured to herself, Her tired
eyes flashed suddenly saying, '‘What, his shape is changing agan] His beard disappears,
now his legs, now his body, now ........his.........."" She became sad agawn as if her
real savior had shrunk from coming to her. Two rows of tears dappled her face, she
had toclose her eyes and bow. her head in order to suppress her emotion for fear of bursting
mto audible sobs,

After sitting there for a long hour, she felt tired and thirsty, then she carefully got
down from the window and went to the kitchen for a-’bow_l of tea. As she set hey feetinto
the kitchen she saw Ah Lan stgahag things in the dishes to eat again. Ah Lan was very
much absorbed in eating, she did not discern Ba Ba Shueng's presence, she still kept
picking up the finest food with two dirty fingers and putting 1t mnto her mouth, lapping
her fingers greedily every imeé Ba Ba Shueng became quite angry at that sight. Ah
Lan’s habit of stealing things to eat behind others’ backs was most disgusting to her.
She reproached Ah Lan by saying, *“Why, again you steal eatables right after supper.
Don’t you realize that any good girl won't permt herself to do such things?"’

““What does it matter to-you?””  Ah Lan sad with a very fierce gaze.

““You dare to say that! The ‘dev:l would not like o eat the dish agaia dfter’ yoff
have dipped your dirty fingers into it!"’ said Ba Ba Shung.

“So much the better tha.t you shan’t eat it again; 1 may have more 1n that casel’’
-said Ab L.an laughing and nodding her head vigorously.

Ba Ba Shueng was put into a difficult situation. She became more angry and did
oot know what to do with that obstinate thing! So sh.e had to use her last defense to frighte
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en Abh Lan by sa¥ing, “Seeif 1 shan’t tell this to mother. You shall sea and shall have
to bear lashes again!”.

At hearing this the pain received from lashes was recalled to Ah Lan’s imagination,

But she became more angry than ever instead of being frightened to silence as usual; for
there was nobody else in the house, and she thought that she could do what she willed at-
that time; so she suddenly rushed at Ba Ba Shueng who was standing near the doorway

unprapared for the stroke. Ah Lan stabbed ber hig bony fists ope after another into Ba
Ba Shueng’s breast, and kicked with her muddy feet. There was n@tune for Ba Ba Shueng
to defend herself. She was not accustomed to fight aganst such a beastly thing! The
ground was toe wet and muddy for her to hold her feet firmly, 'When the punches and
kicks came incessantly, she took a few steps back and bumped the chest which immediate-
1y fell heavily on her right foof, and the broken pieces of dishes and bowls fleaw in every

direction. Ba Ba Shueng was crying for help. Her left hand was cut terribly deep by one
of the broken pieces. Seeing much blood flowing from the wound Ba Ba Shueng famntéd
and lay there motionless. Al Lan was really frightened now. She had not thought of such
a terrible ending. Lashes and lashes from her mistress were flashing over her mind now.

She could not escape while the chest and Ba Ba Shueng wera blocking the door way; but
neither was she able to lift up the chest to its old place. As she was standing there shak-

ing from top to bottom the woman who lived in the first floor came in. That woman was
awe-struck at the sight. She quickly lifted the chest with Ah Lan’s help, and earried Ba
Ba Shueng to bad. Her mother was sent for; and all at once the house was ful} of.psople

and voices suggesting doing this and doing that.

VI

From that evening Ba Ba Shusng was unable to get up. The lower bone of her
right foot had been broken, a light movement and a touch would mean terrible pain to-her,
She could not help crying when har mother was spreading medicine over her foot. She sat
up only three or four times to wash aad to eat. Every thing she needed had to be brought
within her reach, She avoided drinking tea as much as possible lest she should have
to gat up oftener. The left hand was infected by the cut.. ~Thare seemad to be somathing
pricking underneath. A few days later the wouad bscama larger and pus flowed ocut.

Day.after day passed, but Ba Ba Shueng felt no better. On the contrary, she
felt feverish every afternoon. Her cheeks grew red. Her body felt aching all the time.
She suffered day and night. During the [irst two weeks, her mother regretted her absence

_irom home vecy. mach. In return, she pitied Ba Ba Shueng with spocial care such as> Ba
Ba Shueng had never received from her before. Her mother-washed her wound with her
own hand. Even Ah Lan felt regretful and served her timidly. Now and then people -
would peep in to ask if she was better. It was an extraordinary thing for such-a suffecing
child like Ba Ba Shueng who had not received many caresses from othexs before. But
how? It was too lats for her to appreciate all such fallacies. She was too much weakaned
by hec illbess; and people’s-visitings ouly troubled her more, Her desire $o be pitied

bad disappeared. No more tenderness and caresses coild mean anything to her now.
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When people came she simply turned her face toward the wall. Gradually people did not
comae at all,

Likely her mother tired of her by and by, Many ways of curing had been tried,
but none gave better resuits, Ba Ba Shueng had no appetite to eat. She just became
thinner and thioner, IHer eyes looked Jarger, cheek bones more distinguished, face as
pale as ths lime-washed wall of her rooii, hands and legs like sticks covered with wrinkly
skin, Her mother could see no hope of her recovering. She bacams sick of watching
her day by day: so she went back to sleep in the old big house with Miss Tan, and trusted

her care entirely to Ah Lan's hand, so Ak Lan was told to move her bed to Ba Ba
Shueng's room,

Ba Ba Shueng could not tell how worried she was when her mother left her that
night. AhLan’s move only frightened her more, because her nightspeaking could be
heard still more clearly now. Nine times out of ten Ah Lan did not get up to give ber tea

to drink at night when Ba Ba Shueng needed it so much. No, no, Ah Lan did not do
her good, but troubled her more!

Ba Ba Shueng lay thers day after day. She watched through the window the set-
ting of sun and the rising of moon every evening. The images in the cloud were nothing
to her now. Her eyes were just too weak to look sofar. Even things in the room grew

obscure before her, During the day for hours and hours she stared blankly at the ceiling
of the room,

A mission woman came to visit her one afterncon, for that afternoon was her visits
ing period every week. She brought a number of Bible pictures to please Ba Ba Shueng.
But Ba Ba Shueng felt no more interested in these which had meant & great deal to her
before. The woman asked her so many questions, and talked to her disgustingly about
this :and that.. Ba Ba Shueng kept silent and wished to turs her face to the wall, But
when the woman had fried uasuccessfully, ail possibie ways to please her, she finally
thought of a topic with the hope of intaresting her but without any 1dea of 1ts being trua.

She said, “‘Ba Ba Shueng, ! am going to Canton for a meeting day after to-morrow.
Would you like me to tell your sisters ta come back to see you?”'

. Ba Ba Shueng immediately smiled a hearty smile and het eyes flashed with delight,
'Yes, that was the very thing that Ba Ba Shueng thirsted for now. How she would like to
have Gin Shueng sitting on her bed to {alk and to take care of her, Then she would hear
no more Ah Lan's nigm-spfakmg, and be fnghtened nu more! Ol what a great thing for

herl Her heart was beatiog fast for that! For a long long time she had not beea

That evening, as usual, Ah Lan brought up supper for her. After eating a
mouthiul.shepushaditaway.andatenome;torihawastooexcimdheat. w

As dusk fell it became silent svery where. The children playing all day in the
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strest were now being called ia by their mothars. Through the window, Ba Ba Shueng
saw 0o light in the opposite house, ° Probably they had all got to bed.,

It is time for every body to rest now, and so shatl 1."”" She sighed to herself: for
she was quate tired by the excitment of this afternoon.

At mid-mght Ba Ba Shueng suddenly waked from slesp. She felt so strang X
she seameql to be flying round and round the room in darkness. She could not distinguish
left from right. She wondered in what direction her head was lying. Where was tha
door?” The window? Her head was very feverish. Fire seemed to burst from her
eyes and her nostrdds. The right foot and the left hand became more terribly painful
than ever. She felt thirsty, and called Ah Lan famntly for tea; but no response came
from the slesping thing. Thae heat and the pain were too much for her, She could not
help groaning out loud. Tears wet her whole face. Something was pricking her inside
all the time, she turned over her body from left to right alternately., She lay there help-
less till dawn had nearly approached; she then suddanly seemsd to ses a flash of light
going straight before her. Unconsciously she rose to catch 1t with her eves; and all of a
sudden she fell down to her bed again., Some higud, sticky and a hittle bit salty with the
smell of decayed fish, was spat out of her mouth. She murmured in a very weak voice,
then lay still forever.

ONE STORMY NIGHT
By Stella D

1t was a horrible stormy night; the thunder and the lightning covered all notses
except their own, In a tiny, dirty, square room, the light-radiating five-watt bulb
was dim and miserable. Ah Mai, a sixteen-year old country girl, sitting on a chair
before the window, moving her shoulders up and down in a definute rhythm, sobbed
Leartily.

Because she had lost her pareats, circumstances forced her to leave hor native
province. Trusting Wong Ma as a guardian, they went to the city to make their hving,
Qge night they spent in & very small hotel. The next morning before lunch, Wong
Ma took her to a home, and Ah Mai was told that she was S\jlggosed to act as a maid
there. When observing the strange house arrangemsant, and the unpsual actions and
movements of the people 1n the house, she wanted to leave the house immediately, but
she lound that Waong Ma bad left her already. Though she was ignorant, yet she was
clever enough to guess that this was not an ordinary bome. She wondered if it could
be A veiiinne ciienren.

A girl of her age came in and whispered to Ah Mai that Wong Ma had sold
her hers a sing-song. girl. These few-words. made Ah Mai almost crazy, She cursed
the woman. She regretted that she had trusted people too much: She did not know
what to do. She coyld not think of a plan tw get fros from that place. The caly thing
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she could do to get comfort was to ery, cry all the time.

Suddenly; the door was opened, and there came the heavy steps of a middle-aged

woman. judging by her appearance and gesture, one would say she was the owner of
the house.

“Hey! Have you time enough (o think that over? Answerme one word;—yes
or no'"" The woman walked toward the girl, waving her whip to and fro, and quess
tioning m a pretended kind way.

Ah Mai made no answer,

“Why, you haven't lost your voice, have you?” the woman continued asking
in an angry tone.

“Nol I will not do 1t. 1 would rather die than do that kind of business!™
Ah Mai finally shouted.

“Do you really mean1t?"’ The woman glared at the girl with two fiery eyeballs.

“Yerpaees)”” Ah Mai trembled. At the same time, she got two blows on her
face from the owner's two big strong hands. Ah Mai did not cry; she simply turned
her head,

““Come on. do something more fierce! 1 don’t want to live, I want to die!"" Ah
Mai's face turned white as marble. She stood at the center of the room hike a statue,
Not a second aiter, the merciless continuous whipping sound harmomzed with the
woman's roar, ' You dogl You dewill. You stllyl You dumb! You ...... covevennn.
In the intervals you could hear the horrible groaning sound, “O..... ..0uueeespaO0es

" from the sufferer. The whipping, “the grumbling the groaning, the crying, the
shoutmg and the laughing blended together hke a particular kind of music, which
could be | clearly heard from outside the window. But the siorm was so great that it
covered all the other sounds except its own.

Suddenly, the girl cried, “'Stop! I will;"" then every other sound stopped and
only the groan continued until the itensity of the poor soul's voice died away.
«— -
On both side walks of a certain street, many young girls, dfessed n all kinds
of attractive colorss each followed by an older woman, were waiting for their prey,
searchung tor their luck andAooking for thewr bread and butter. Ah Mai was one of

them.

“Ma Ma, look there,”” Ak Mai whispered to the woman behind her when she
saw a man, 3 day laborer; passing in iront of them with a big umbrella above his head.

**Go forward, quick! I'll wait for you here,” the woman advised the girl. Ah
Mai ran up to-her prey, holding his right arm and sard with 2 smile,
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“"Come, let us leave here,”

“Where shail we go then?” the man asked in turn. The dim street hght fell
upon the man’s face and showed him to be a nuddle aged hard-working man,

—‘{G—O;._..co. sas sEBeAR gg tO mi; "hOmB."
““No, no, I won't,”
‘‘Please, just go there for a few minutes,”’ the girl begged.

*‘No, nothing doing you shameful creature!,” the man said in a rage,

“Please! Please! Just save my whipping to-night!’”’ tears were rolling 1 and
out of her eyes. She still kept on begging.

“Go your way, silly!” He pushed Ah Mai away with his two muscular hands
and walked on with quite unpleasant laughter.

Ah Mai got up from the rﬁddy ground. Suddenly, the word ‘‘run’”’ came into
her mind.

*Yes, run.. «.ves <« ..orun awayl Why not? Run away ..... ..... [URes coneneae ™
her heart beat so fast that she was afraid somebody would hear if,

Where shall I go then?’’ she murmured. She turned around and found no one
was locking at her, o

“Be quick. If you do not slip away quickly, may be it will be too late,”” Her
inner voice spoke to her, So she ran as rapidly as she could through lanes and streets,
her heart beating faster and faster., Qccasionally she locked backward, afraid there
were people chasing her. She kept on running, running, and runmng, though she did
not know where she was gomg,

GOING TO THE CITY

by Tsf Dji-siu

.4+ No words could express her happiness when Mrs Ling, a young woman of twenty-
seven, the beauty of the village; $aid good-bye to her neighbors béfore she left the village
and went to the city with her husband. It was the happiest day since her wedding seven
years before, Her face, her eyes, ber lips were smiling and shining and her heart was
bathing in the glorious sea of hope. She looked at her husband, Ling Bin, a strong and
somewhat handsome young man, now and then with a pleasing iook. She kissed her son,
a 81X year old child who was in her husband's arms and then shook hands with her neigh-
bors. They walked out of the village under the eyes of the neighbors who watched them
with some expression of envy and admiration. Indeed, she was a lucky woman married to 2
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good husband at the age of {weaty, a son the next year and now she was going to live in
the bezutiful city Al she had were what her neighbors wished but they were not lucky
enough to have the same forturmre™ They wished her a bright future and she, herselt, felt
as if she was flying in the golden light toward paradise with her husband by her side and
her son in her atms. As they walked along, she glanced over the trees and tlowers at the
_road side, and all these things, smiling and gay, bowed to hail them In the field several
men and women were working. They waved their hands as the Lings passed by and
offered them good wishes. She thanked them and turned to her husband.

**Shall T work in the field again?"’

*No, my dear,”’ rephed Ling Bin, ‘“‘You will never work in the field again, nor
need you do any other hard work. You know I have now twenty dollars a month as a
servant in the lawyer's office, and there 1s, in addition, some extra always, It is quite
enough to support you two."”

*“Is it really so?  Can we live there very happily?"’

““Certainly! city lfe is happier and far better than the hard country hife, You will
never think about the country when you hive there,”’ said Ling Bin gently,

“Qn! Dearl” exclaimed Mrs. Ling with a sweet smile on her face.

It was just noon when they reached the quay. Mrs. Ling was a liitle tired
after thirty miles’ walk but her heart was more-excited for they were nearer to the city.
After going on board the ship, they took some food which they “carried-and sat down side
by side on the deck, Resting her head on her husband's shoulder, she listened to him
telling of the beautiful and admirable appearance ot the city. She gazed at the water
wistiully and fell half asleep until her husband wakened her up when the city was in sight.

On theiver bank the splendid city stood. Large buildings :toad..in«-.the cloud.
Black smoke came hurling out from the blick chimneys. Automobiles tlew to and fro on
the white, broad road like arrows which left the string.

““Oh! how splendid and marvelous the city 1s,” cried Mrs Ling.

*“It is only the outer appearance. When you step into it, you will feel that you
are lost in tbe sea of men who move busily under the electric light,” said Ling-Bin, smil-
ing.

“’Are thete any pretty toys in the city, Papai'’ asked the littie boy with his oyes
tixed on his father.

“Yes, a great many, dear boy, every kind of beautiful toys 1s there in the shops.
I shall buy some for you,”’ replied the father.

As they talked, the ship had stopped at the quay. They landed and went by
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jinrikishas to the house which Ling Bin had prepared.

It was almost dark when they reached the house Under. the electric light which
she had admired for 1ts brightness and convenience, Mrs Ling looked round the rooms.
In a large room a half new, middle sized, iron bed was set near the wall; a table I chp-
board and four chairs were all placed i their own places. In the pext small room the
furnace was settled Although it was only a very simple and small house, m Mrs
Ling's eyes it was a good and comfortable one 1n comparison with that in the country
They put in order the things which they carried from the country. and went to a small
restaurant to have some dinner "It was not a good dinner, yet all things were strange
to her. She tasted the food carefully and slowly and atet spoon by spoon until the
dishes were emptied. After dinner they walked toa good looking street. Mrs. Ling's
eyes were dazzled by the colored light shooung out from the windows of the shops; agd
she gazed one by one at those windows where the things were displayed. Turning her
head, she saw the ladies, wearing beautiful, shining, silky dresses, walking gracefully
along. Their faces, shaded by the waved bhair and reflected by i1ewel necklaces, locked
as beautiful as angels., She looked at them with interest and could not find any sustable
words to admire them. In coatrast she suddenly found how poor and mean she was in
such dull and unfashionable clothes. She turned her head to her husband who_was just
telling her son about the toys in the window aud said to him.

1 would hke to buy some cloth to make a new dress.”
“All right,”” replied Ling B.n lookmng at s beloved wife with a snule.
*1 want a new dress too, Papa;’” réquested the boy.

““Yes, my dear,”’ said the mother and turned to her busband, “‘It is a shame to let
the child look like a Little beggar,"”

So they stepped into a shop. The clerk took out several kinds of cloth to let them
choose, Mrs. Ling looked at one and then the other. She liked this one tor 115 pattern,
that one for its color and another one for its material, She liked them all and could not
determine which one she would buy. At last Ling Bin chose, it Tof her but” wheri they ™
came out of the shop she was still admuring the color of the one and the pattern of the
other.

! “When they_returned to their house lt was twelve o'clock already. Hawng put the
child to bed, she took out the ¢l oAb Gtmined it again and again. Alter Ling Bin told-
__her three gmes, she went to bed, yet she could not fall asleep. All the things she saw in
" the eve evening came to her er mind one by one. Now she had seen the city and recogmized that
city life was really happy and admirable,

All the night she was kept awake by the noise of the cars. Her mind was disturh-
ed but her heart was dancing 1n the oolorerd'hg'h_t When the sun-hight penetrated into
the roonr she got up and washed before the mirror. She was quite satistied with her pretty
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face and imagined that if she put on a new dress she would be prettier. Afier Ling Bin
had gone to the lawyer’s office at seven o'clock and she had finished her little house work
and had nothing more to do, she went to the door to look at the street and gossip with her
neighbors. She was very happy that from them she iearned many things which she had
not known beforé;but at the same time she was a Lttle uncomfortable because they had
many luxuries but she had none, So when Ling Bin returned home in the evening, she
asked him to go shopping with her. Ling Bin could not refase his wife's request and
bought the things which she wanted although he had not much money.

—

When one desire was fulfilled, the others rose. The more she bad the more sha
wanted. The more she wanted, the less she was satisfied, As she had seen all the luxuries
of the city, she wished to have them all. She considered that living 1n the city she must
dress and act as the city women did. So she Liked to go to theatres, she liked gambling,
she liked all kinds of amusement which the ctiy women Liked. Thus every day she bustled
about and did not take much care of her child who played all day long with the neighboring
children, When Ling Bin returned home mn the evening she always asked tor money.

““You must not act like this,”’ said Ling Bin one day. “‘You must stay at homae
and take care of the child instead of going to the theatre and gambling. Youknow ]I have
only twenty dollars a month and it cannot be wasted like this.”

“It’s you who brought me to the aity, As I am now living in the city, I must

act as a city woman. [ cannoi bear to let the neighbors mock at me,” answered Mrs.
Ling, )

“But I have not much money for you to waste,”” said the husband,

“If the husband cannat support his wife, what's the use to have a husband? Why
can the others and you cannot?”’ said Mrs, Ling angrily.

Ling Bin was angry also but when he raised his eyes to ber, he swallowed down
the fire which rose in his heart. He would not hurt his sweet wife's feeling and make the

fammly unhappy. Thus every time when she asked for money, her desice was fullfilled,
even if he borrowed 1t from s friends.

At the end of a season, the house owner came to ask them to pay the rent. The
grocer came to ask money for the things which they had bought on credit. , The taslor,
the electrician, etc. all wanted pay. Mrs. Ling was greatly worried - but.she~Wweuld—not-

“Show it before ner husband, lest he would blame her, She sobbed 1n bed when he retura-
ed home and told him that she would not get up until he paid the money. He, bemng
worned by his wife and compelled by the persons who asked for pay, was very anxious but
could find no method except borrowing. When this difficulty had passed, Mrs. Ling
went to the theatre and gambled as happily as ever,” .-

When the end of a ycar came, the house owner, grocer, tailor, etg, _.came toask—
for pay agmn, Mrs. Ling was vexed by fear and Ling Bin was afflicted by anxiety. Ha
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tried to borrow but no one was willing to lend. One day when he returned home, despan-
ing and sad, he saw a group of people standing at the door talking fiercely and loudly,
saying that if he conld not pay the money they would take away the furniture-of-their
house. As he stepped nto the room his wile said angrily to ham,

“I can’t bear to let these men bother me, You area man and cannof £ind any
method to meet them?"”

“Why can't you find any method? You know whose fault it1s,”* answered Ling
Bin coldly,

““Whose fault is it? I do not see Mrs, Djang, who hives more luxurionsly than J,
bothered by any one.’

Ling Bin dropped his head disappointedly as his eyes met hers,

The next day while Mrs. Ling was hewildered about the debt, her husband came
1n with his hat drawn down over his eyes and his head bent very low. He handed her two
rolls of paper money silently, As her hand touched s, she felt that he was shivering.
She raised her eyes aud saw that his eyes were red and hus face a little pale.

“‘Are you well? Will you lie dcwn on the bed? I must go straight to the creditors
now, otherwise they will come here agam. When I come back I will make some tea for
you.”" Then she went out.

When Mrs. Ling reilumed hcme iwo heurs later, she found that a crowd was gather-
ed at her door. As she came pear, they all looked at her disdainfully and whispered to
each other. She did not see Ling Bin when she came into the room but her son ran to her
crying. She picked bim up and asked him where papa was.

“Papa was carried away by two policemen just before you came,’ "said the little boy.

On hearing these wards, her fagg turned pale. She put her son on a chair and ran
out as fast as a falien petal flying 1n the gale, 1n spite of the boy crying and running behind
her. An automohile flew toward her irom the opposite side. She withdrew a little and
it passed away. As she tried to run again, a shrill cry rose behind her. She turned her
head unconsciously backward, where thirty yards away from her, she saw a little boy with

-his head under the automobile. Her fa.oe turned paler and her lips shivered. -—FErightened
she ran to the spot and recognized her son with his little cheeks stained with blood.

That mght Mrs. Ling cned mourpfully till dawn. She recollected and inspected
all her actions of the year and found that she herself was the cause of ihe tragedy. It
was she who wasted all her husband's wages, compelied m to steal and to be put mto

-ptison. It was she who caused her son’s death, She further realized. that her evil was
_caused by the city. - It was the city who attracted her r and led: her to Jru;:m-y— Jt-was-
the city who killed her son. She blamed hetself-. She reproached herself. She damned
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the city. She hated the city,

Five days alter, the same ship which carried them to the ¢ity carned Mrs. Ling
to her country again. She came to the quay in the early morning with a drooping head
and disappointed eyes, The delighted heart had changed to a heavy one; Her sweet
dream was broken, Her paradise was lost. She raised her Weary eyes once more {o gaze
at the city. The large buildir?g-smhod in the cloud as wild beasts overlooking the weak
creatures, men. The automobiles flew to and fro Like arrows finding opportumty to
pierce through one’s heart just the same as ever. ‘‘Oht City! You devill"’ She covered.
her eyes with her hands,

The steam whistle gave the warming. The ship moved slowly away from the
quay. AH the things on the river banks swept quickly backward and the aty was out
of sight in ter minutes. As if she had got out of the danger now, Mrs. Ling's grief was
a little released. She turned her head to look at the water. Dimly her husband’s.fa.ce
appeared 1n the ripple, She saw his thelancholy and regretful face which she had seen
the day before in the prison. And his words which he said to her when they parted came
to her mind again, ‘‘The punishment 1s a little too severe. But it’s the price we paid for
a lesson. Qur years are still long. There is enough time for us to compensate. I can
return home after six months, and we can begin a new life again.”” A new hope-came-to
her and a smile rose on her lips.

STRUGGLE
by Lil Nai-yiug

At the age of sixteen Pearl was married to Fung by the will of her parents who
had died before her marriage. She believed as mullions of brides that to marry was the
way for women to live as man must earn their living by protession. For Fung's part, he
felt a new comfort he had not known before. She served him faithiully, doing everything
tor hum, - .

Ten years flew by swaftly. Except for the death of Fung’s father there was no great
change. Fung had been away to study in university for there years. Every summer he
returned and stayed at home for two months. From Fung, Pearl knew many new things
outside her little world. She was very interested in hearing such things which seemed
to be far away beyond reach, just as children are interested in stories of fairies hiding in
shoes and the demon moving tho house tothe il *—'Pheq&ﬁemespemauymm
in were that the girls wore clothes with short sleeves, and that they talked, laughed, and
danced in public., They had boy friends as well as girl friends. If they Toved and un-
derstood each other they could get married. It was very often that a couple obtained a
divorce if they loved no more, Women also got jobs and supported themselves as men
did. It short, men and women were equal.

“Divorcs is unreasonable and ridiculous. How can they marry and be divorced so
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easily? It is like chldren’s play. Moreover, what would the divorced womar do?”
Pearil asked timdly. '

“This 1s a fooksh thought,” answered Fung with an air of a preacher, earnest and
emphatic. ‘‘To force two persons without love to live together is really unreasomable and
ridliqulous. “The divorced woman can again marry another man 1f she wishes.”

Pear] eould not think out why it should be so but nodded slightly,

In early summer the next year Fung came back with all his baggage for he had
graduated from university. Pearl, with a heart full of joy which she dared not express
plamly, handed him a towel with a little smile, “‘It is so hot, clean yourself first."

“Thank you!" Fung said humbly and took off his eye-glasses with the other hand.

— Suddenly a strange feeling swept over her as a chilly wind. She watched Fung
carefully to see if he was puzzied by tho extreme hot weather to mistake her as a
stranger. But, no, he was so calm, and his eves were as clear as ever. Pearl stood
till thinking it was perbaps™a bad dream she was 1n. Fung moved uneasily, unpacking.

“Pearll'’ Fung called her name at last as he took out a picture of a girl,

“What?'" she murmured, stanng, frightened. Her heart was beating faster
and faster.

Sitting down with his eyes fixed on her, Fung began, “‘I must speak to you now.
You needn’t be sad. You must understand and think; you must think what 1say is
right.”

““What?'" It could scarcely be heard. She lost all her strangth, The corners of
her eyes moisténed, -

“Haven’t ] told you that marriage must be based upen love? Marriage without love
is a prison. Unfortunately we were born a few years ago. Our parents couldn't under-
stand this so they sent us into this prison. Have you ever thought that we have true
love? I have-never loved you. Simularly you have never loved me.”” [t was too haid
for her to hear. She broke into low sobs.

*“I bave said you needn’t be sad but bsten tome,” continued Fung.with a tone
_like that of a teacher, gentle but grave. “Love can’t be separated from understanding.

Can you understand mé?r" " —She sobbed T

Impatiently he stood and patted her shoulder. “‘I tell you a prnisoner is eager to
get free. The past has passed. We must.master the future, We must save ourselves,
Let us be divorced!””

_Fearl cried ber heart ort. The httle maid of fifteen years old was foghtend by the
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crying. She stole out of the kitchen to see what was the.matter,. Standing there with one
hand against the door she was bewildered by the scene.

Divorce! “It was like a peal of thunder to Pearl. She couldn’t think but eried.
Fung pushed her body slightly and said, ““Don't cry like that. It is not only for me but
for you too, Haven't you also been in prison?'" Such words wereabave her comprehen-
sion. Her body was shivering, Everything seemed whirhag around her.

“‘Listen, Pearll'”’ Fung said slowly but steadily. ‘““Let us part from now onm,
‘We are no more husband and wife, But we have been acquaintad for ten years. We are
really good friends. Friends bave to help each other, Now I am going to send you to
school. You will be independent when you get encugh knowledge. Nothing 1s so vainable
and happy as to support oneseif by one's own effort.”

. ‘“‘Then, how about you?*' Pearl asked hroken-heartedly. A dim light fell upon the
mind of the little maid. *‘Isee. My mistress 1s-scolded by my master for refusing to
go to school, so she cries.”” the hittle maid thought to herselt. - ~"School 1s a very mtsrest-
ing place. There 1s a lot of fun. Why is my mistress unwilling to go? She s a fool ™’

“Me?"" Fung answered smilingly, *‘I shall go away and do my busmness.’”” Then
he asked solemnly, **What do you think?""

“Itis absurd! How can it be?"’ She uttered these words between her sobs.

“Itisn’t absurd, Your uncle is a conservative person. After I have sent him several
lettars to explawn to him my idea and my plan, 2 new understanding has wakened 1n him,
He has already given his consent.”” Fung said this with a little trramph, Pearl seemed
to fall into a deep deep well. There was no one who would help her- She cried with
all her might, shaking, beating her feet on the floor. She heard nothing Fung said to
her.

Several days later her uncle came. He persuaded her to tollow the way Fung
had laid out for her. Indeed Pearl could not tell why they should not be divorced, but
her heart was full of unwillingness, ‘‘My fate 1s fixed. 1 will go!"’ Pearl decided at
last. Sorrow like a sharp knife pierced through her heavy heart. She burstinto a loud
cry and buried ber head in her arms.

After summer Pearl was sent to a primary school. As if it had strong wings the
. - . - » ’ " s EXCI.

“Itis she. Oh, she 1s much older than 1. She is like a mother.”

"‘She 1s so thin and pale with such big eyes, perbaps she cries all the time. I don't
like her.”’

“‘She has been married ten years. This sudden blow really upsets her.”
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“‘She gets no knowledge. Of course, her husband doesn’t want to have her as
a wife.”’

We know Pearl knew these words were for her. What could Pear} do except to
pretend to ignore them. Her schoolmates passed her with a proud air, winking their eyes
and pulling the corners of their months down. Feeling ashamed she drew herself mto her
shell. In .he dormitory her schoolmates enjoyed their lewsure time cheeriully, But.she
sat still in the vacant classroom.

One dusky evening she took her usual seat in the classrcom brooding over a
problem. She had turned it over and over 1n her mind for a few days, but she had no
courage to carry it out. After she came to school a new recognition dawned in her.
Dependent life did differ from the independent one. She had learned something about
her teachers. They could be comfortable at home and idled their time away if they
wanted to. But they didn't., They taught. «They did their duty. They were happy
all the time. These brought Pearl to exert ber mind 1n thinking, ‘‘Aren't they comfortable?
Why must they be teachers?’’ Her past life reappeared in her mind’s eye agamn. ‘‘Was
my past life an easy one? There was no need to worry about food, clothing, and money.
But what I did were only affairs of little importance. All was for im, He talked to me
only when he was in high spirits. Otherwise I had to sit there and watch him doing “Bis
work., In recent years he left home, His lettsrs which contained but a few words were
explained to me by others,” He has said that I was imprisoned. It is true. To lead a
life like that is imprisonment without chain and lock, Why should 1 want to be in prison?
It is for an easy life!l 1 have discovered_ why my teachets are so happy, They bave
business to do. They live on what they earn, Isn't this a happy life? Yes, they tell no
lie. Independence is the most valuable thing in the word.”” "When she came to this
conclusion the heavy weight on her heart lightened a little. Buta strong regret burned in
her. She got nd kmowledge before she waa married. Ten years of marned life had

‘passed i vain. Knowledge was like a boundless sea. She could not swallow all she
wanted st one gulp. Her eagerness made her hastily open her book to read in the dim
light. Another question come to her. *‘I am studying here, I still live 2t his expense,
Isit right?”’ She began fo despise berself, ‘It 15 a new shame. It is a shame desper
and more unbearable than the old one. It was all right that 1 depended upon him before
because we were related. But now I am np mare related to hum. How car I receive
his money like this? Only a servanfl™ Wheiia master dismisses a servan the gives more
money out of pity.] was a prisoner. before and now I am a servant. Iam a mean person !
I am a fooll’” She stood up and spoke to herself decidedly: “‘Don’t be so cowardlly!

Henceforth I will-live by’ my ability and courage! T wilt try, There is a hight of succes
whiting for me!"’

Now the whole umverse was in the sea ot darkness. The room seemed larger than
ever. The crows were cawing wearily. They had fimshed their daily work. There was
someone comming upstairs and coming along the corndor beside the classroom. Peatl was
accustomed to tbese light and quick steps. Immediately she knew it was Miss Li, the
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principal of her scheol. Soon the lovely figure appeared at the door, PmT coughed
lightly and said, *"Miss Li, 1 am, here,””

Miss Li stepped ‘n.  “‘Oh, it is you. Pear}! what are you doing here? Alone?’’

Pear] came up to her and stood facing her. She took Pearl's hand and said laughi-
ingly: ‘T am so careless that I bave lost_my book. I have hunted everywhere but I
can’t find the least trace. I suppose it would be in the drawer hete. Please help me.
It is so dark we shall tumble in the darkness like the blind.”” Suddenly she grasped more
tightly the hand of Pearl who was going to start searching, “‘For a long time I have had
something to say to you. Now it is the time. Since you came here you sit silently. [t
is no goodv  Qur interest of life is kept up by our companions, To work together, to
play together makes every day a glory. Qtherwise there would be no happiness. Health
would be broken up. In school there are schoolmates and teachers, If you are willing
to make friends with them, they will be pleased to have you as their friend. Then you
will not be so lonely here now. Listen! How joyful they are!” A confused noise of
singing, playing the flute, and clapping hands floated from the dormtitory yonder, *‘I wish
you to be in thewr group.” In the darkness Pearl could not percerve her facial expres-
sion but on hearing her gentle tone Pearl felt the comfort of a mother, and could scarcely
Brevent her tears from stealing down her cheeks. ‘‘Yes, I will,"”" Pearl answered in a
low tone. At the same time she remembered the manner of her schoolmates. Tears Iike
a broken string of pearls slipped down. Suddenly as if.waking up from a dream she saw
that her opportunity had come. She calmed down her passion and steadied her voice,
saying, “‘I have a request. Can I tell you now?.”

*“What is the matter?  Pearl's words interested Miss Li. ‘_‘_"1“ ell me right now. [
will help you i I cap.”

“Though 1 haven't told you plamly all my past and why I came here yoii-must
have known.”" Pearl, stopping, drew a deep breath and went on. “‘I don't grumble at
anyone, But I have made a great mistake. Itis ke a rope binding my body tightly.
It is like a pointed arrow shooting through my heart, whenever I am agonized by 1t. Its
that I have accepted the help of my former husband. With what right should I be helped
by him? I think divorce 1s not a shame but this js!'*

Miss Li was deeply affected, holding Pearl’s hand in both of pers’ “I shall be
very obliged to you for your kindness if you let me do things for you. -I-will do anything
in school, no matter 1t is dusting or sweeping.” And let me be a free student, Then I can
support myself with my labor and clear off the shame.”” She was getting excited. Tears
flowed afresh,

‘I witl, dear! Steady yourself """ Miss Li sighed.

A month later Fung sent mfioney to Pearl by messenger. Pear] said to him, *“*Thank
you very much * Please ke this money back 10 Mr. Fung and teil tum rthat he needn'y
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send money to me any more.”
Six years stole away,

Peasl had graduated from high school anid was a seeretary m a book store. She
want to oflice every morning at eight o'clock, She worked diligently until five in the
evemng. Her life was very simiple. Ske hired a hitle room in an old house. A bed, a
table, several chairs and two bags were what she could have. When she recerved her
salary an unexpressible oy, filled her mind. She puithe money mio her pocket and kept
a hand on it, thinking, ““It is the brst ume! It is the exchange of Iabor. My in-
dependent life whuch 1 have been longing for these years begins.”” Her hand rested there
for a long while.

MY TIME HAS COME

[ .

by Wang Yin-Ying

The hoy slid i and put bis basket on the table, He looked around as to observe
whather there was anyting different. Nothing was ¢hanged since his absence, He
went to ihe corner and slightly raised the hanging of his mother's bed.

15 she dying?" Hé Was Trightened at first. “'No, it is impossible.”” He
thought afterward, '

It was dark and quiet. Only a slight ray of light came from the door, but the
roori was so big that the radiance could bardly reach the corner, He ccqld see vaguely
that his mother was lying there with her face toward the wall. He wasn't sure wheiher
she was sleeping or dying. As he lifted his head and looked at Kuan-ying his tiny
heart was lightene& with & radiance of hope, Kuan-ying was sitting high in the middie
of the room in her altar, full of mercy. The redness of her hangings had faded away.
Sicknpess, disaster, misery and suffermg “had passed before her eyes, bul she was always
amiable, smiling and contented. For seven years they had lived under the eyes of this
merciful goddess., for seven yvears they had delivered her from her loneliness.

As he was looking at the goddess he was renmunded of the first night when they
moved in to this temple. He couldn't sleep that night, The fierce looks of his uncle,
who drove them away f om their own house only & few days after his father's death,
was always in his rmpd. Tbs room was lonesome and gloomy. It was so high' and
large that he dared not to look around. He heard that his mother was rolkng on her
bed and-he knew thatshecouldn't sleep either. He jumped out from his bed and raf
to his mother,

“Mama, I couldn’t sleep.”

“My son, my boy, dan't be afraid.”" She embraced her boy to her breast vecy
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tightly. 'Didn’t you know that thé merciful Kuin-ying is there with us? She will
protect us! Her throat was choked and her tears fell down on the shoulders of her son,
*‘She knows every thing people do 1 this world, both evil and righteous,”’ she coatinued.

““Mama, don’t cry,”’ said the boy, who was also crying.

“My son, my boy, you are a child,, you can’t understand, but you musg work
hard and be obedient. You are my only hope in thrs world.”"

“Mama. don't cry, I will work hard and make you happy.” He loocked at
his mother and rubbed away the tears for her.

Since then he had been working hard. He had kept ;1 mind that he was the
only hope of lis mother and that he must make her happy, she was so poor and helpless.

Many nights he was awakened at mudnight by the melody of the spinmng wheel,
In the faint light of the tiny o1l lamp his mother was working calmly and untiredly,
it seemed that her toil would be rewarded some day in the future. He was not afraid,
Kuan-ying was thete with them, the incense i her presence never ceused burning.

It was on a hot summer evening when he came back with a bundle of fuel,
collected after school, that he found his mother was preparing the supper with her eyes
full of tears. He stepped in with a light heart when he was relieved from a day's

work and supper would be ready o reward his labor of the day.
“*‘Mama, what is the matter?’’ He discovered that his mother was not happy.
e
His mother said nothing, but looked at him with tears falling continuously.

After supper he found out that the school-master had come to his home after
school.

**What 15 the use of having a boy without knowing how to discipline him,”’ the
school-master had said to his mother, so a boy 1a his neighbourhood told him. "'The
nsxt tuime he kicks another boy I will dignuss him, I warn you, woman.”

“I pronused to make her happy, but how many times I did make suifer,”’ Le
thought,

How many mornings he had thrown his only long: garment on the ground and
refused to put it on. How many mornings she had picked it up from the ground and
said to him,

"My dear child, you bavetoput this on to go {0 your school,”

And how many times he had been upset and said, ‘‘No, no, I won't. Every. body
teases me for having such a heavily mended dress.”” And how many times she had

sighed and promised to maks a pew one for hum.
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Then he was reminded of his illness. Many a night she was sitting on the
stool on which he was “sitting when he was lying on the same bed where she was lying
now, Many a time she had been bolding his hand and asked: “My dear child, how
do you feel now?'’ Early m the mormpg and late in the night 568 had been kneeling
before Kuan-ying murmuring and murmuning, , When he saw his mother turning around
the big room lie made a new resoluifon that he must really make her happy when he
became all ight. He would grow up and be able to earn some money, so they could
live happily together. ‘‘Poor mothier, $he 13 so thin and pale.”

The boys still went to and came back from the school. He had to stay at home;
all the cloth had been sold because of his iliness. The other boys looked proud and
gdy as they passed by, He always complained of his il luck, but his mother comforted
him that in the near future he might have a chance to continue his school work.

Day by day, she became thinmer and paler. For two months she was in bed.
He had to ask others to give him sometlung to keep bis mother and himseif from
hunger. What 2 bardship for humat first! ‘'He becomes a beggar at last,”" said some
one who knew him before. ‘‘Beggars, beggars are really annoying,”* said some other,
“What a shame it was to be a beggar. Many times he bad thrown the basket away to
give up begging, he would rather let limself die.

It was yesterday he had come back late in the evening. His mother was walting
anxiously for him, She was hungry and weak, for three days she had bad nothing,
The basket was on the table, empty; he had brought nothing home.

“My dear child, you must be very hungry,’ said his mother very faintly and
looked at him with pity.

He said nothing at first; but he couldn’t stand this any more. He ran to his
mother and kneit before her bed.

““Mama, don't call me your child. I am worthless. I promised {o make you
happy, but I always make you suffer.” He cried with his head lying on his mother,
“I was very huogry this morning and I bad ail the bowl of rice ¥ begged, and 1 the
afternoon 1 lost all the three coppers when 1 played the stone game with some boys
on the way back, Oh, mama, don’t call me your child, I am worthless. [ promised
to make you happy,.but] leave you suffering, 1ll, hungry and in despair.” He crist™
very loudly as he embraced his mother,

He couldn’t sleep soundly at night; he stretched his head out to look at his
mother to see whether she was all right. Whenever his mother made a2 noise he was
wakened. “‘Mama, how do you feel? Are you all right?”’ he asked her. He looked
at the door many tumes to see if it was going to dawa or not. He couldn't sleep; he
wanted to get up to go out to beg. He would do any.thing for his mother.

His mother was still lywng there with hor face toward the wall. He dared not to
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awaken her, She was hungry and without strength; she needed a rest. Very lightly
he put back the hanging of ks mother’s bed, then he took the thing she had begged
in the early morning to the stove to try to cook them, but there was no fuel left. Here
and there he tollected some leaves and twigs around his house.

“Mamal” He called very lightly, taking a spoonlul of rice and trying 10 feed
her, )

His mother turned shightly outward with a deep sigh, Her eyes were half opened
to look at her child, then at the bowl he was holding,

"“Ne, my son, my time has come,”” She shook her head with a slight smle;
then her eyes closed.

THE OASIS OF THE DESERT

By Pan Hsiao-ming

It was already mgh.. This afternoon's desperate struggle between the voluntesrs
and the Japanese soldiers, like a terrible dream passing away and leaving the mind dis-
tusbed, so left Lungkiang, the capital of Heilungkiang as disordered desolate; gloomy and
miserable as hell. Eyerywhere dark fumes rose fro__n_:_ the bombed ground, like the breath
of a savage beast, opening its mouth waiting for.any victm.  Wherever the feet could
touch, there were corpses. All the ear could hear was the moan of wounded.” H&eover,
the broken, slow, bass sound of the Japanese trumpets blew out the inevitable sense of
hollowness after excitement, of emptiness after victory and of sohtude after great notse,
Those made you tremble, grieve and shiver. No person was walking except several wild
dogs who jump=d among the dead, smelled for a while, then looked at one another as if
they were ashamed of not being as wise, cruel and violent as human beings so as to kiil
vne avother light-heartedly,

Every inhabitant with a heavy heart tried to find comfort 1n the darkness. No
house was lit up except one three-story; large building. It was a German hospital. A~
German flag protected it from baing bambad, At that time every room was quet and
still excep: one first-class room in which, thres-nurses moved out and 1 smoothiy but
hastily under the electric light, like white bytterflies flying in the moon-light. On the
bed there lay a girl. She Jay in the white. waves of the bedciothes with hor delicate and
pretty face, looking like a water lily, so sw,e?t and so lovable. The pillow was covered
by her hair as black :but softer thao winter-midnight:— She was-under the care-of light -
eyes. The thres doctors’ six eyes were full of zeal, dutifulness, sympathy, and affection.
Smues showed on their mouths when her breathing became regular. Slowly she. turned
around her head and cried, ) )

,'Go, go forward my compamons.’’
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“Yin-yin, dear. You are here in the hospital,’’ said her mother with her eyes
full of tears.

“Don’t tell her anything about the fightand don’t disturb her. Brandy and good
sleep are the oaly things that she needs,”” said one of the docters calmly and he went out
with the other two, After she was given a spoonful of brandy she looked a hittle ammated._
A rosy tide floaded over her beautiful cheeks and her eyes opened. Oh, there were two
stars: the Success of the Creator, The Source of Charm, of intelligence and of light,

““Where am I, mother?’’ she asked fantly,

"'Ym, dear. You have been unconscious antd-carnied here by the ]apanese colonel.
Think no more but take a good slecp; then you wxll be well very soon.”

L]

“Isee,..”” Her mother's words brought memory back and, hoping not to be
distuwrbed, she closed her eyes,

When news came that the Japanese were invading this city she, motivated by un-
failing patriotism became one of the volunteers. Having the experience as a student of
National Central Political School in which every student, either girl or boy, must take
mulitary training, having the qualities of a good soldier, bravery, courage, prudence and
calmmess though not great strength, she defended desperately her city=—the goal of her
hope, honor, glory and freedom. One day, two days she passed through the forest of guns
and rain of bullets, the corpses under her feet increased, but her companions around her
decreased., Her heart was full of hatred, shame, despair and grief. However, her eyes
were always looking forward and her gun never ceased to focus at her enemies. But
whett a bomb burst through the dark fume over which the Japanese flag was flying, she
felt as if hell was falling upon her; every person, every sound;disappeared in the darkness
and sha lost bonsciousness and now, ihe japanese trumpet sounded everywhere; the Japan-
ese flag flew fiercely in the wind. Henceforth, the Chinese customs, the Chinese
language which were so deeply rooted in her heart, so dear and so familiar to her life
should be changed unnaturally and aggressively. Was it bearable ..... .2

Her thought was stopped by a voice. It was her mother who whispered to the
nurse, ‘‘She is asleep. Give these fo-me."’ '

“Mo, mother. I am notasleep, What's the matter?’

The nurse handed her two roses, one of snow white and the other of blood-red, and
the note:

i

too anxious to know about her. There are two 105€S for her.
“Colonel Tien Chung I Lung.”
Colonel Tien Chung!? The note seemad to turn into a battlefield in which a youth
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riding on horseback, leading an army fought against her companions bravely and skillfully.
All around the battlefield there was the lamentation of these old parents, yoang wives and
pitful children, whose sons, husbands, fathers and brothers—her companions—were killed
by their enemies) There was a pamn 1n her hearf. So the roses fell from her hand; but
a thought suddenly came 1nto her mund. A bitter smile floated on her sweet and clever
mouth and she said to herself T

“1f 1t were my chance............
Then with a beautiful smile she turned her head to he¥mather and said,
“‘Mothef dear. T am quile well now. You ought to have a good sleep:""

And to the nurse she said, ‘‘Miss, when the Colonel sends me flowers, please tell
him to come to see me."

Colone! Tien Chung was just passing Yir-yin when she fainted on the ground.
Het nymph-like but suffering face, her bravery, espzcially ber fainting conditionm; so
deeply touched hum tbat they aroused in his dry heart all the gentleness, kindness. and
sympathy which had disappeared since he became a soldier fighting ail the time. Softly
he embraced her and sent her to the hospital. When he came back to his camp, it seemed
to bim nothing beaiter than a prison. He felt that there was something which his heart
~was longing for, He found that his hfe was impacfect and empty., Now this something
was discovered and it was too dear to ba goiten easily. His heart was burning with hope
and anxiety. Cacefully he picked up two roses and determined to visit Yin-ym., When
he reached the hospital hus heart seemed to be foating in the waves. He thought that
he couldn’t go 1n, It meant rashness. So he left the flowers and“the noie and went back
contusedly.

Next morawmng Colonel Tien Chung, with two flowers in his hand, was led to see
Yin<yin. He encouraged himself and decided to talk with her fresly. Yin-yin, all in
biack, sitng on a sota with.cheeks m her hands, was deep 1 meditation. As he arrived
before her, softly she raised her beaut ful, black, bright eyes and stood up. They faced
each other for a minute, One was grave but sweet, proud, mild, dignified but attractive.
Ons was gentle, passionate, pohite and smart. It was really awkward that two enemies’
should meet n such a way, each with a smile, full of respect and sympathy, merely ironic,.
unwilling and unyielding. ’

Patting down the ﬂowarsli_Fsazd, “I am very glad to hnd Miss Leng recovered.
Were you wounded?’’ >

They sat cpposite to each other.
Silence and upeasiness between them.

“When I found my companions and yours lymg dead and you fainted beside me.
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I felt that there was nothing tuman bemgs could do more cruel, foolish and barmiul than
fight."’

"*Yes, those words spoken by you, a con jueror are true and kind But they to
me and all my companions who are defeated mean nothing but weakness and yielding,”
with sstitk 25 1ronmical simile

He tried and wished to carry on the conversation, but he could’t, There was
silence again.

Quickly Yn-yin stood up, listened for a while and walked toward the window for
she heard an aeroplane {lying  He followed her and looked much more uneasy because
he knew it was a Japanese one. It was flymg and searching They stood side by side
stlently. Suddenly thunder rolled, followed by a dark fume nising 1n the east and a tall,
magmficant building was exploded. It was the prinung cffice of The Commerical Press
Companvy On watching 1t er face bacame paler and pilar A itter <mile spread over
her cold but pretty cheeks She said desperately.

“‘As long as a Chinese exists n this world, such shame can never be forgotten and
forgiven.”” He looked so worried and so bewildered that be said solloquaing, “‘If [
were a Chinese..........  Such words, such a loak really touched her, but she sull gave
him a cold smile.

Suddenly the door opened and there came 1n a soldier He brought to the Colonel
a manifesto that every house ia this city should fly the Japanese flag and anyone wha.
refused should be killed. With the madifesto 1n his hand he stood meditating. His
wrinkled eyebrows, his confused look told her that this manifesto was harméiul to her city,
Thinking for a minute sheheld his hands, gazed on hum steadily, and gently sard, “‘I
think you ocught to go.”" Thus muld voice, this passtonate and attractive gaze appealed to
his soul more powerfully than a hundred peutions. He went back with a determmnation
that he would do nothing that would hurt her so much. And she was left with a batter
‘smile, meditating.

The manifesto was not fully carried out for Colonel Tien Chung, always having

Yin-ym's gaze in us mind, gave the order only, and forbade killing any patriot whozes
fused 1it.

Then, beside a river, under the trees, they, Yin-yin and Tien Chung mught be seen
walking side by side. Bat her heart was burning with. patriotism and his was it by
contlict so that silence often stood between them.

Oae night, after a walk théy paried at the crossestrest for she hked to go back
alone. It was already past etght so that walkig alone after a few steps she was stoppad
by a Japanese soldier.
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“How fast you walk! Haven't you known the order? You_ought to be inspected.”’

What! Inspection! A Chinese couldn't wald on Chinese land! A lady must be
inspected and mocked at by a foreign soldier! Wht a world 1t could be! She refused.
The soldier with a grim laugh poinied at her wrh a gun  Her heart was burming with
anger and hatred, She closed her eyes and waited for the last minute bravely. But one
minute passed, no gun was shot. She opened her eyes and found instead of the soldier,
Tien Chung stood beside her. After saymy goodbye. to Yin-ywn, wnstead of going om his
way, he stood watching her. He took out of his pochet a passport and gave .t to her.
She looked at 1t. She seemed to sce all the Chinese women in this city, whq without
passports, would be made fun of by the Japanese soldiers. And “‘to be under the
piotection of wivak..'"!? Anger rose in her heart and an 1ronical smile appeared on her
pretty face. She put back this passport into hus pocket. He looked at her for a while
as if to say, "‘I understand you."

Next dav an order poclaimed that all women should he free fram i spection

But rumor about the relation of Yin-yin and Colonel Tien Chung lLike the wind
spread everywhere. Yin-yin, like the datk phase of the moon’ could never be undetstood
by others. It only gave those who envied her beauty, her cleverness and her bravery a
chance to hurt her. But Yin-ym, stilt with the bitter smile said, “‘Yes. [ love hum. 1
lave him, not for love's sake, but for the freedom of my cityl”’

One afternocon Yin-yin received a note from Colonet Tien Chung. [t was:
“*Yin ym,

I shall go away to-night. Perhaps we shall not meet in the future. But
I have something to say to you. Would you come to see me as soon as you can?

Tien Chung."”

Unexpectedly she felt grieved it was. to sudden But immediately she laughed
at herself and still with a bitter smule she went out bastly.

Tien Chung was' watting for her 1n his study. He looked sad but calm: When he
saw har commg he stepped toward her, held her hands and geatly sud, ““Thank you for
coming.

As Ym-yin looked np at Wis face, pale, confused, but kind, always with that
passionate gaze wn his beautiful eyes, the ironical smule disappeared from her mouth.

*““That’s loo sudden, “‘she said softly.

“Yes. 1 want to turn over a new lsal.”
‘They sat dewn side by side,
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Ym-ym-—-&"éu have seen the herce fight between men and men, but you haven't
koown the desperd,l;e struggle between one’s own desires.”

She gazed at him sharply as if she were looking mto his soul,
“Ever since I saw you I haye become conscious of myself, my true self;’

Yin-yin's heart B¥at fast. But she controlled heresell and looked grave and calm.

“From the military training I have learned fo be honest, brave and zealous: But
being a soldier I have been often asked to act unjustly, cruelly, and wildly. Two vears
have passed, my true self has almost died away. My heart has been as dry, terrible,
gloomy as a desert and the world in my eyes 15 a desert too. But during these days
my soul has awakened. You m::ke me determune to lead my life fighting, not for power
for conquering, but for justice, for goodness, for equahty and above all for truth. But
Yin-yin, you are really the only casis of the-desert.’

Yin"s heart seemed to be beating out of her breast. These words, so siuncere, us
true and so passicnate seemed to Yin-yin to ba abnormal and mad, Ordinarily all of so

who are so accustomed to wsiacarity, uatruth and misunder standing would be bewtldered
at the lirst touch of truth,

“You have decided to resign."” she said feebly.
“Yes.”

“And go back to-might.'”

““Yes. Have you anything to say to me?
There was no answer,

“Nothi:ig?"

She looked pale and bewiidered. Hastily she stood up, shook hands with hug and
went out with her heart deeply touched. Her trembling cold hand gave him comfort
much more than a thousand words.

, No moon, no star. A night passed with ternible dark, dead quietness and bad
dreams.

In the sarly morang, when Yin-yyn, pale, coniused and weak looked outside through
the window, news came to her that Ten Chﬁng had bséa killed for being accused of
teeachery, Her heart was weenched with pain ~ She feolt terrible emptiness, loneliness,
and grief. A sight at the Japanese flag made her fesl more muserable. Sull with a

-bitter smile she shat herself desperately.

Afterwards someone fouand her dead with a flag of China and a photo of a
oolonel ur her hand,
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MY YOUNGER BROTHER

by Hsu Sw-djen

To me who can be more interesting than my younger brother? He is only three
years old, but he breaks the solitude of the house and cheers every one up, He likes to
be with me often, but how I wish I could be with him always!

In what a queer way he eais his dnner! As £oown as he iearned to use his spoon
and cheosticks, he was separated from the table around which the rest of the family sit,
Now a chayr was his table and a little stcol was his seat. All the utepsils which he
employed were made of wood, but they were pretty. After taking his small bowl of rice
to bis table, he came to get his dish in which were vegetables and meat. He began to
eat, Having emptied hus first bowl and dish, he asked for another. This was his usual
way of eating. But one day I discovered soniething queer. I saw him fimsh his rice,
but the wvegetable and meat dish was stilf tull. I offered to get the nce for mm, but he"
refused and 1 thought that he wanted rice no more. He, then, ate the vegetable and
meat. To my great surprise, he asked me to get the rice for bim and I obeyed. Them
be began to eal his rice again without Mking a bit of meat or vegetable. After he ate
the rice, he began to eat the meat. He seemed to enjoy ihis more and liked the taste
better than eating rice and vegetables together. This bas become s habit of eating.
I don't know whether to change it or not.

One day standing out side of a door, he commanded Josepb, his elder brother, to
open the door, ‘‘Please oped'the dcor for me, my Joseph, 1 am very tired”'. Surprised
at being called “Joseph’ instead of ‘‘dearbrother”’, Joseph rose up and opened the deor.
And lot we beheld a little old man instead of a child. He wore Joseph' short coat but
for lim it was long enough to cover his feet, grand-father's glasses were on his eyes and
a pair of big shoes on his feet He bent down s back and was koiding grand-father’s
stick in his hand. He came in and sat on a stool and said, ‘‘Joseph, I will tell youa
story, Oncoe there were eleven brothers. Thbe youngest one was called Joseph, He was
sold by his brothers away to Egypt”". Now he forgot that he was the grandfather and’
cried, *‘Brother, don't forget to take me with you.”” We all laughed loudly. Thisis the
game which be likés to play. From that I learned that imitation plays an mnportant r(le
in the life of childhood.

“Sister, I am very sad,”” yet he was laughing when he said this.
) I answered, “‘What makes you sad? Tell me quickly and ses if I can help you'".
"'¥ou yourself, make me sad: . You promised-to-teachme my first lesson today, yet you-
forgot entirely.’

I remembered. Quickly I ran to get a picture ang rolled st.up and came to him.
“You will do as I tell you, won't you?” I asked him. Instantly nodding his head, he
walked beside me and we went out of ous hm;se and came to a little farm which was

( m‘)



beside a little pond, Before we began our lesson, he pointed 1o a freg which sat beside
the pond and winked at us and sang his song, ls'‘Coh, cob, coh.”

“Sister, what's that? How pretty 1t 15t What a beautiful sound he makes! May I
bave it?"’

““You won't leave your mother, will you? If-we catch 1t, 1ts mother will miss it.
This must live there to help the farmer, But we can ccme to visit it, if you lave it.™
I unrolled the picture of a frog.

““Ah} 1t 1s the same one,”” he cried. Then I {aught him a little poem which was
written below ihe picture!. How quickly be learned it! The words might not be recog-
mzed, but were spoken correctly, His interest ahd observation helped him to learn hus

The nmght comes. The supper 18 over, The whole day's activity prevents hum
frcm doing any vigorous task. S0 he sits quietly on his little steol and sings his simple

bymn. He lhkes to listen to our bymns, oo, so0 we must sipg one ot two songs after he
does,

“Now, Gram}ma, may we pray to our Lord? For I want to sleep, It is my turn
to pray to-might, 1sn't it?”’ We all siand and he begins: ‘Lord; thank you for givieg-us
a very bappy day. We_are_going to sleep. Help us to be good. Amen.”’ Before he

. bids "gobdbight" to us, he stands before the pictwie of vur mother who &.’l;ed twenty
‘days after his Birth and gazes reverently and lovingly with his sleepy eyes and utters in
a low woice, ‘“‘Goodnight.’”” Now he turns to Marmee, our step-mother, and says,
scmetimes hesitatingly but often 1mmediately, ‘‘Geod-mght,”’ and then to the others?
Never havirg been told about s two diiierent mothers, what occurs in his mind, as he
hesitates and doubts but says nothmng, cannot be discovered.

This is my younger brother, Benjamin.

The lttle poem 1sonly a niddle, Ttsays, 'HME S B O, BLBEBR XEZH, FER,
ME Bk 2K SR 45."" His front 1s white as stow and his tack 15 preen He does nct eat meat or grain,
but he can sing, “Coh, coh, cah.*
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LITTLE -MAY-

by S1e Wen-sih
On December 27th, 1934

Dear old Santa s gone. How. soon—

Hear! His sleigh-bells are tinkling 1a the Arctic Zone
May 1s sleepy to-day,

‘Cause she had stayed up two mghts;
May’s throat gives ng sound to-day,

&%'Ca.use she had strain=d 1t for carols under the .candle lights,

-May's stomach is aching to-day,

From all the candy. acd nuts which are her delights;
May's spirit 15 “very_low to-day,

For off is it with dear Santa doth fiy.
But, disregardMese,

) May-is still at-ease;-

Looking for the Christmas of '35,

And hearing Santa’s sleigh-beils which never cease.
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FOR WHOM?
A ONE-ACT PLAY
by Lo Nai-yving *

STAGE

Characters:

D KWa .. cever connenesees @ youth.of twenty-three

MrsSe DU oo vevrne covse on on o canne oo Kwa's mother
Maidservent
Two men’ |
Scene: A little city at the boundary of northeast of China at the time after the

Japanese invasion. A living-room. A door opeped at the back leads to
the street. On the left there is a door opening to an other 1oom, and there
are a few chairs. On the nght one can see thidugh windows into a sma

garden. Below the iwo .windows there is a table upon which there
stands an old-fashioped clock. At a corner there is a wooden sofa.
Several chairs are around a table in the ¢entre. Pictures of great Chinese
men or beautiful scenes kang on the walls. It is a gloomy afiternom.
Mrs. Dju sits in chair with her bagk go thé door sewing. Her tender
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Mrs, Dju:

The maid.

. Dju:

The maid:

Mrs, Dju:

The maid:

Mrs. Dju:

The maid:

M:s, Du:

The. maid:

Mrs. Dju:

face is wrinkled with age. 'It is now clouded by sadness. Her mouth
closes tightly. Even a chﬁd “would - krrcw—thaT she is suffering greatly
'_’lhe maldﬂstands by the— wmdow

;(She puts down the. sewmg_ and snghs a deep sngh o£ grief, murmuring. )
Dear, corne b;‘tzk ta. mel

‘betore her,) My good rms{essl Do. cheer yourself up' I am sure he
wnll come back to you some da.y becau.se he loves you.

:-(She_ stea.ls) a. ade glance. a,t “her.. and then. comes ovet kneeling down

Yes, he .loves me, -He' has never left me,
gives a little bitter smile. Then, suddunly. she raises her, sad voice,)
No, nol He wouldn't. 1 know he wodldn't. th'__(__She buries her face
in. her. ha.nds) Ter......temblel ' ' ' o

Yes, he w_:ll b2 back. (She

Ba calm! Don't tb.mk ‘of any cfrea.diul thlng My young masier 1s so
good, everyone sa}s 50, nothmg wxll happen to him. God blesses him.

(Calmer.) 1 ‘hope 5o, but......My httle gu‘l, you are uot old enough to
understand how' difficult it is for one to face the hardship of Life. You
never know how a sad and horrible rnamory has bean haunting me since
the death of my.husband. Tiifle can't drwe it away. It becomes vivid
these days. Whenever I close my eyes I ses the bloody picture of
the past,

(Sha lifts her - ~wondering eyes to m:2t those of her mistress. She sees

they_,,,are moxst. She says most gently.) My good lady, you ars too
tired,*” You had better go to rest a whlle.

No. I can't rest till he is back.

Am 1 tired? No, never. I am waiting
for him. (Starmg mto vacancy).

¥ (She knows not what to do and twists her fingers restlessly and hesita-

ungly.) It is more gloomy than this morning. 1 suppose it will rain.

(Paying no attention to what she says } What have I been taiking about
the last moment: {Touching her forehead with her hand.) Oh, yes, the
blocdy picturel

What do you mean by that?” (asking bewilderedly.)

You don't kifow, of codrse. I will tell you, my child. (Rubbing her
eyes with a handkérchief and clearing her voice.) Many years ago we-
warred with Russia. This didn't draw ruck attention. And I am sure
few can remenber it now. The bravest General Han was the ieader of
our armues,. It was hard for us to meet those well-pronided Russian
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’fhe maud:
Mrs. Dju:

Mrs. D

The maud;

Mrs., Dju:

The mald-

. Mrs. Dy
The tmaid:

Mrs. Dy

soldiers. But our men fought fearlessly. The love for country burned
un them. They thought 1t was their duty to protect the terriicry fiom
the invasion of another country. My husband joined the army. It was
no use to stop m. He was too firm to be moved. My tears flowed
in vain. He said that he loved me and our boy but there was our
country that he loved much mgpre, and that he would serve her with his
lite. And he went away without turmng his head to look at his weeping
wife and son. [ prayed for him day and might hoping he would return
soon.

Ihd he? (eagerly)

(Sighing) Yes, (aimost in a whisper, The maid draws a deep breath
of relief.)

He did come back to us. ©ne starless midnight I was startled by a light
knocking at my door. As I opened the door 1 saw a dark figure crou-
ching there. When Lgot aclear saght of it my blood ran cold, Alas!
It was my husband. Blood! Blood all over! (The maid shudders with
fear.) I knelt down beside him and called im. He opened his tightly
closed eyes and smiled feebly. Your young mastersilently came. My
husband nodded to him and grasped our hands is both of his, His pale
face was likq a piece of paper, but his eves shone wath a light I had
never seen- before. He said in a steady and gentle tone: ‘‘My dear,
I am going. Keep yourself from sorrow, You have your responsibility
to_take care ot our boy. My body is hurt but I feel no pain. To die
for our beloved country i1s far better than to die quietly ia bed. I bave
done my duty. 1 am very happy.”’ Here be paused a little and began
agam: “Kwal 8e a good boy."” The bay.hooked steadily at his father.
Though tears dropped from his large black eyes a very strange axpression
was in his face. My busband lifted his eyes and looked at the dark
sky far above and murmured: ‘‘For you I gladly die, my dearest!'’
His hagds loosened. His head dropped. He was gone. He was gone
forever? (Her goice shogk.)

Too badl” (i atow tane thoughttully.)

How many days has he gons?

Young master?

XYes.

Since. I found the letter that mxniﬁz four days_have passed,

Oaly four days! It seems 10 me yea.rs"[onz. (Bne produces from ner
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The ma:d:
Mrs' D

Man:
“Mrs, D s

Man:

Mrs. Dju:

Dju Kwa

pocket a letter and unfolds' it with trembling hands, There are traces
of tears. She begins reading.) My dear mother, I must go now. I
know 1t would be a great shock to you. But, don't blame me mother!
I have never forgot a single word my father said before he died. Mo~
ther, you just think what condiiton our country 1s m. QOur enemy has
taken our proVinces and is pushing northward, Her greed will pever
be satishied. City after city falls. Qur country fellows are groaning
under the cruelty of her army, when I think of them my heart aches: 1
must go. Good-bye my dearest mother! (She breaks into sobs. Sud-
denly there are noises outside. The maid hurries to open the door.
Giving a loud cry she steps back with round eyes and pale face. She
comess to Mrs. Dju who is still sobbing.

(Hesitatingly.) The young master is back.

(Whth ra:daant look.) Really? (putting her hands together upon her breast:)
Thank God!

(At the same time two men have carried Kwa in and lay him down on
the sofa with great care, There 1s some caked blood on his clothes.
From a cut.at the leit of his forehead blood 1s seeping. His bold face
has been marred. Mrs. Dju leaves the chair and turns around. Her
face mes paler at the sight of her son., She closes her eyes and is
going to fall. The maid supports her with all her might. Quae of the
men steps forward and addresses Mes: Dyu.)

Maddam, your son is here. We found him in the battlefield. He could
*§es¥cely speak and asked us to bring him home.

Thank you with all my heart. But please do one more thing for me,
Will you go and fetch a doctor? Do, I pray you! (pleadingly.)

{Looking at the still figure and shaking his head gloomily.) I am sorry,
madam! I am afraid that it 15 too late. (He moves slowly towards the
door with downcast head and is followhd by the other:) One of our
warriors is going. God help her! (He disappears.) »

|.
(Shé seems in a dream. There is o tear 1n her eyes. There is no
expression on her face. She draws near the sofa and sits down. She
tubs the stains off Kwa's face carefully and gently, She throws her
armpe—around his neck and smooths his hair with the ather hand.) Kwa
Kwa! My poor child: (softly.) Kwa! I am waiting yous D2 speak a word
to mae.

(Crying suddenly without opsning lus eyes.) Up, upl my good fnends!
Go stoaght forwacd. Don't turn you head! There they are. Fus your
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Mrs. Dju
Dju Kwa:

Mrs. D

Dix Kwa:

Mys. Dju:

Dju Kwa:

Mrs. Dju:
Du Kwa:

Mrs. Dju:
Dmu Kwa:

Mrs. Dju:

Dju Kwa:

guns! Serve them right (laughing.)
Kwa! Kwal

(Suddenly he opens s eyes staring waldly.)

You demons! Get away! You can’t deceive me. 1 can see through -your
smiling - face nght into your wicked,.rotten mund. Yon think-we fear
you. Poor stupid fellows' Never. We: aie afraid of no one. What you
have to b2 proud® of 1s your arms. Yes, you may use your arms to
kil us. You cruel anmimals! You shoot me. Yoy stab me. 1 have no
fear. I never cry for pity. My blood will clean the stain you leave on
the soil of our country, (He hfts lus head as 1f he wants to get up
and pushes away his mother’'s arm, as he struggies. He grins disdain-
iu_llyJ ‘You want to grasp at my throat te kdl me, ha, ha! To kill a
wounded man hke this Cowardl Let go! You can't-come near me while
I stll breathe. I will fight to my last. (gnnding his teeth,)

(She tries hard to press him back, saymg 1n agony.) My dear! Don't
speak like that. 1 am your mother. You have come home.

(He les still for a while, Then he opens his eyes feebiy looking around
and stopping at his mother’s face.) Mother' am I home agam?

Yes, dear! Do you feel weli?
Motherl

Yest?

‘:;Mdthet, I know you are very happy to have me back. But1 am gomg

soon, going to the unkdSwh country far far away.
Don't talk nonsensel You will recover some-day,

No, I am not frighteming yous~ Iknow my end is. comung. My head
aches; my throat burps; and my whole body stgs.

My poor child!

Though I sulfer great bodily pain, I will never regret going to the
batile, I am not ignorant of the sorrow you suffer, But, you know, wo
each vne have-to serve our country in peace and to save her from danger.
To-day China is in great peril. We can’t depend on others to relieve
us. We must fLight for ourselves. What is it to love.gtr home if we
have no country? No country.is no home. Ng county i1s no freedom.
What shall we do while we live without fireedom? Be slaves! What a
shame! (His voice lifts)
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" Mrs. Diu:

D Kwa:

Mrs. Dju:

Dju Kwar

Mres, Djas

Dju Kwa:

D Kwa:

Mrs. Diju-
Diju Kwa:

Mrs. Dju:

Dju Kwa:

Mrs. Dju-

Dia Kwa:

'mm wnth uphfted head,

Kwa, don’t bé so excited!

Since the moment my father died I made up my mmd. itis the height
of my ambition te serve mv countrty to the end of my life, I am
disappomted that I can serve her no more. But, at any rate, I have
done what I can -and what I want to._ I am ready to go.

No! You can't, Kwa'! How can_you leave me? Your father's death is
enough for me. I can hear no more. It makes me shiver o hear you
say so.

(smlhng.) _

(Her mouth twists,) Dear, you are not quite yourself. Do you want_
to rest?

(In a low tane.) Yes, I wil rest, fmever. (Lifting her head up with
one hand under her chin and putting her silver hair in place with the
other,) Mother! Don’t think of ms any more as I have gone. You
may think that I have never been born.

’ IR I D I I R R S E T I R T R R LR -

Mother, you are oaie of those luckiest of woman though you have lost
your husband and now your son. Indesd we bring you no wealth and
no fame; but there 15 an unknown glory that you can be proud of. Is
it not so mother? (He smiles again,)—

Is it so? (Nodding vacantiy.)

Look, mother' (lifung up his body and starmg at the door leading to
the other room.)

What? (Looking in the dl'rectip_n- of Kwa's eyes.)

Father 1s coming! Look’ He stretches his arms towards me and smules.
{Blood streams down from ls cat.) Father, wait! I am coming. (Mrs,
Dju lays him down agamm. His hreast tises and falls faster, His breath
quickens) For you I gladly die, thy deareat.' {(In a harsh whisper.)

{Crying desperately.) You-can't, Kwal Stay.with me, always, dearMy;

dear child!

(W:ith ditficulty.) Mother, don
he 1s still )

....................... -{With asudden jerk
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Mrs. D

The maid:

Kwa! Kwat (looking full in his pale, calm face, and feeling his heart
with her shivering creeping hand.) There he 13 gone too' (like a whisper
of a ghost. She falls upon the dead body and 13 silent. The maid who
has watched all the time with fear, is thoroughly frightened.)

Help! Help! fealling as she disappears from the door. Night 1s approache
ing. The dusky twilight dims the whole room. There i3 no movement.
There is no breath. All is quiet except the ticking .of the clock.)

Curtain
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Chapel. An academic procession of students. alumnae, faculty honored guests, and
speakers entered the crowded auditorium. On the platform were seated Hon. H. H,
Kung.- Vice President of the Executive Yuan and Minister of Finance, Hon. Wang
Shih-chi, Minister of Education, Dr. Hu Smh of the Peiping Umversity, Mr. Chu Ming-i
Chief Secretary of the Executive Yuan, Mr. Shih Ying, Mayor of Nankig, Mr Peng
Hsieh-pe1 of\the Executive Yuan, Dean Chiu of Chlao Tung University, Shanghai, Dean
Chen of Central University, President Y. G. Chen of the University of Nanking and Dr,
Rebert Fitch representing Hangenaw College. The Faculty and President of the College
were also seated on the platform. %,

Opeming remarks were made by Dr. Wu Yi-k wg, President of Ginhng College
She expressed the granitude of the Colleg&To those who contributed to the Jomt Campaign
in 1921-23, The Library and Chapel were built from these funds  Dr. Wu also expressed
gratitude to Madame H, H. Kung, Madame Sun Yat-sen and Madame Chiang Kai-shek
for their gift 1n memory of then mother, Madame Soong, in the form of a dormitory for the
students n the Ginling Pracuce School. She then briefly traced the stead devetopment
of the College through tbe'past nineteen vears. Owver three hundred women have gone out
from the Coilege and are working in vartous fieids in fourteen provinces. Educational |
work has nearly 60 precent of these. The second group 1ncludes those who are doing social
and religious work, Medical work comes third, and those engaged in public service come
fourth.

-Dr. Kung's Address,

Dr, H. H. Kung gave an interesting address. He at first spoke informally, ex-
pressing his personal interest n Ginling. After his personal tribute to the College he
referred more particularly t6 the two new buildings which were being formally opened,
gomg to Confucius, lis sage ancestor, for words of wisdom to help express the things he
wished to say.

The Mimster of Education’s Address

Mimister Wang hrougtlit greetings ta the College-because of the completion of the
plan for academic bumidings and spoke briefly about two things. He said first the he
did not agree with those who sawd that school buildings should be only practical, but that
thesé Buildings should be beautful as well as practical- since they are to stand for cen-
turtes. Because of the beauty and good constricnion of Ginhing buildings he commended
them as models, Secondly he pointed ﬁuT that educated women need to be economecally
productive rather than merely able to raise’the standard of their own living. Becawse of
the small under of women m China who have had the privilege of Coliege education
these educated womemshould {ry to become leaders i worthy movements for the recon-
struetion of China.

k ]

The A;dﬂdress of Dr. Hu Shih

Ingthe introducation to his address Dr  Hu Shih referred to the fact that he had
known Dr. Wu, President of Ginling, for a number of years, paroiculary in connection
with the work of the Institute of Pacific Relattons. His address dealt with the general
problem of women's education in China. In spite of the popular cry heard lately that
modern education 1n China 1s a filure, he stroggly believes that much progress has. been
made, ashe has expressed in lus recent wrungs. The report of the progress of Ginling
made by President Whu at the beginning of the exercises, proves his. belief mn regard to the
progress of women's educagion.



THE CONFESSION OF A GINLING GIRL

by Dii"Yueh-shan

& AN
Here's what I have to say
About a true blue day.

7 AM

We rush, the dining room,
Too latal it is my doom.

7:45 AM.
1 mssed the Jap hero,
In History got zero.

B:45 A M.

In Sciance class in luck,
Afraid to cut a duck.

9:45 A M.

Math not half so bad,
Although 1 lost my pad.

10:45 AM.
A guiz in **Psychology” Oh, me |
I'll surely geta “D"
11:40 A M.
A chapel talk on “‘Diligence”’
I thought of all my negligence,
12:15 P.M.
At tiffin didn't get enough to eat
Not a single prece of meat,
12.45 P.M.

Then half an bour for rest
No oranges and peaches, to taste.



To Chinese class I'm late
A scolding 1s my tate,

215 P.M.

My musi¢ I never know,
So my marks are low,

3:15 P.M.

Just ar hogr to talk
We eat ard take a walk.

4:15 P .M,

“Gym I Like best of all
But nussed every ball.

6.00 P.M.

The food was utteriy cold,
There's no hope we're told.

7-9 P.M.

I didn"t study a bit ~
Had a letter writing fit.

12.30 P.M.

So ends anothet day. .
That's all I have to say.



THOUQGHTS
b;-Hu Siu-mei
On Religion and God,
Why we want them.
For protection,
For inspiration,

To keep us from the despair of helplessness, when we have no control over
activating forces,

To help us realile oua best, as loy, Peace, Hope, are essential for etfective,
active sarvice.

To keep us from carelessness and launess. those destroyers of years of toil
and effort.

To keep our vision clear that values may be given their right places

Putting God first will

Keep us irom running amuck into dissipation and self-indulgence, to the detri-
ment of self.

Keeping (373‘({ at the belm will

Keep us from leting lees worthy things master and distort our lives.

Help us use our energy and faculties constructively in place of destructively
wasting through vacillation, struggle and friction,

Communion with God wili
b
Help us have patience Tvith humdrum necessary tasks.

-

Help us hold steady when winds of doubt assail us and we are far from port.
Enable our lives to come to fullest fuation,
Fellow ship with Christ will-

Help us realize that He too had to cheose and did make “His Supreme
Choica™.

Make us more understanding, ‘loving and heipful.

Enable us to be true io the bast that 1s n us.
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DRICES REASONABLE

TEL. NO, 23423
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