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MARRIED
LOVE AND BREAD

The assistant had not thought of studying the price of
wheat before he called on the major to ask him for the
hand of his daughter; but the major had studied it.

“I love her,” said the assistant,

“What’s your salary?” said the old man,

- “Well, twelve hundred crowns, at present; but we love
one another . . .”

“That has nothing to do with me; twelve hundred crowns
is not enough.”

“And then I make a little in addition to my salary, and
Lowsa knows that my heart , . "

“Don’t talk nonsense! How much in addition to your
salaryt?”

He scized paper and pencil.

“And my feelings . . .”

“How much in addition to your salary?”

And he drew hieroglyphicst on the hlotting paper.

“Oh! We'll get on well enough, if only . . .”

“Are you going to answer my question or not? How
much in addition to your salary? Figures! figures, my
boy! Faets!”

“I do translations at ten crowns a sheet; I give French
lessons, I am promised proof-correcting . . .”

“Promises aren’t facts! Figures, my boy! Figures! Iook
bere, now, I'll put it down. What are you translating?”

1 hieroglyphics, 4§ &
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MARRIED

“What am I translating? I can’t tell you straight off.”

“You can’t tell me straight off?! You are engaged on
a translation, you say; can’t you tell me what it is? Don’t
tallkt such rubbish!”

- “I am translating Guizot’s History of Civilisation, twenty-
five sheets.”

“At ten crowns a sheet makes two hundred and fifty
crowns. And then?”

“And then! How can I tell beforehand?”

“Indeed, can’t you tell beforehand? Butb you ought to
know. You seem to imagine that being married simply
means living together and amusing yourselves! No, my
dear boy, there will be children, and children require feed-
ing and clothing.”

“There needn’t be babics directly, if onc loves as we love
cne another.”

“How the dickens? do you love one another?”

“As we love one another.” He put his hand on his
waistcoat.”

“And won’t there be any children if people Jove as you
love? You must be mad! But you are a decent, respect-
able member of society, and therefore I'll give my consent;
but make good use of the time, my boy, and increase your
income, for hard times are coming. The price of wheat
is rising.”

The assistant grew red in the face when he heard the
last words, but his joy at the old man’s consent was so
great that he seized his hand and kissed it. Heaven knew
how happy he was! When he walked for the first time"

1straight off, 37 #]. 2dickens, ¥ @.
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MARRIED

down the street with his future bride on his arm, they
both radiated light; it seemed to them that the passers-by
stood still and lined the road in honour of their triumphal
march; and they walked along with proud eyes, squared
shoulders and elastic steps.

" In the evening he called at her house; they sat down
in the centre of the room and read proofs; she helped him.
“He’s a good sort,” chuckled! the old man. When they
had finished, he took her in his arms and said: “Now
we have earned three crowns,” and then he kissed her.
On the following evening they went to the theatre and
he took her home in a cab, and that cost twelve crowns.
- Sometimes, when he ought to have given a lesson in the
evening, he (is there anything a man will not do for love’s
sake?) cancelled his lesson and took her out for a walk
instead.

But the wedding-day approached. They were very
busy. They bad to choose the furniture. They began
with the most important purchases, Louisa had not in-
tended to be present® when he bought the bedroom furni-
tiro, bhut when it came to the point she went with him.
They bought two beds, which were, of course, to stand
side by side. The furniture had to be walnut, every
single piece real walnut. And they must have spring mat-
tresses covered with red and white striped tick, and bol-
sters filled with down; and two eiderdown quilts, exactly
alike. Louisa chose blue, because she was very fair,

They went to the best stores. They could not do with-
out a red hanging-lamp and a Venus made of plaster of

1chuckled, By I3 5%. 2presont, 3% 3.
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MARRIED

Paris.! Then they bought a dinner-service; and six dozen
differently shaped glasses with cut edges; and knives and
forks, grooved and engraved with their initials.2 And
then the kitchen utensils! Mama had to accompany them
to see to those.

And what a lot he had to do besides! There were bills
to accept, journeys to the banks and interviews with
trades-people and artisans; a flat had to be found and
curtains had to be put up. He saw to everything. Of
- course he had to neglect his work; but once he was married,
he would soon make up for it.

They were only going to take two rooms to begin with,
for they were going to be frightfully economical. And as
they were only going to have two rooms, they conld afford
to furnish them well. He rented two rooms and a kitchen
vir the iirst floor in Government Street, for six hundred
crowns. When Louisa remarked that they might just as
well have taken three rooms and a kitchen on the fourth
floor for five hundred crowns, he was a little embarrassed;®
but what did it matter if only they loved one another?
Yes, of course, Louisa agreed, but couldn’t they have loved
one another just as well in four rooms at a lower rent, as
in three at a higher? VYes, he admitted that he had been
foolish, but what did it metter so long as they loved one
another?

The rooms were furnished. The bedroom looked like a
little temple. The two beds stood side by side, like two

I'plaster of Paris, /7 . 2initials, /4 it — 8P . Semr
barrassed, s 4. BB b
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MARRIED

rarriages. The rays of the sun fell on the blue eiderdown
quilt, the white, white sheets and the little pillow-slips
which an elderly maiden aunt had embroidered with their
monogram; the latter consisted of two huge letters, formed
of flowers, joined together in one single embrace, and kiss-
ing here and there, wherever they touched, at the corners.
The bride had her own little alcove, which was screened
off by a Japanese screen. The drawing-room, which was
also dining-rcom, study and morning-room, contained her
- piano, (which had cost twelve hundred crowns) his writing-
table with twelve pigeon-holes, (every single piece of it
real walnut) a pier-glass,! armchairs; a sideboard and a
dining-table. “It looks as if nice people lived here,” they
said, and they could not understand why people wanted a
geparate dining-room, which always looked so cheerless
with its cane chairs,

The wedding took place on a Saturday. Sunday dawned,
the first day of their married life. Oh! what a life it
was! Wasn’t it lovely to be married! Wasn’t marriage
a splendid institution! One was allowed one’s own way
in everything, and parents and relations came and con-
gratulated one into the bargain.?

At nine o’clock in the morning their bedroom was still
dark. He wouldn’t open the shutters to let in daylight,
but re-lighted the red lamp which threw its bewitching
light on the blue eiderdown, the white sheets, a little ¢rum-
pled now, and the Venus made of plaster of Paris, who

1pier-gless, B 4 $§3. 2into the bargain, § /&; W k.
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MARRIED

stood there rosy-red and without shame. And the red
light also fell on his little wife who nestled in her pillows
with a look of contrition,! and yet so refreshed as if she
had never slept so well in all her life. There was no traffic
in the street to-day for it was Sunday, and the church-
" bells were calling people to the morning service with ex-
ulting, eager voices, as if they wanted all the world to
come to church and praise Him who had created men and
women.

ITe whispered to his little bride to shut her eyes so that
- he might get up and order breakfast. She buried her
head in the pillows, while he slipped on his dressing-gown
and went behind the screen to dress. _

A broad radiant path of sunlight lay on the sitting-
room floor; he did not know whether it was spring or sum-
mer, autumn or winter; he only knew that it was Sunday!
His bachelor life was receding into the background like
something ugly and dark; the sight of his little home
stirred his heart with a fainbt recollection of the home of
his childhood, and at the same time held out a glorious
promise? for the future.

How strong he felt! The future appeared to him like
‘a mountain coming to meet him. He would breathe on
it and the mountain would fall down at his feet like sand;
he would fly away, far above gables and chimneys, holding
hig little wife in his arm.

He collected his clothes which were scattered all over the
room; he found his white neck-tie hanging on a picture
frame; it looked like a big white butterfly.

1 contrition, X §f {& #§. ?promise, ¥ .
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MARRIED

He went into the kitchen. How the new copper vessels
sparkled, the new tin kettles shone! And all this be-
longed to him and to herl He called the maid who came
out of her room in her petticoat. But he did not notice
it, nor did he notice that her shoulders were bare. For
him there was but one woman in all the world. He spoke
to the girl as a father would to his daughter. He told her
to go to the restaurant and order breakfast, at once, a
first-rato breakfast. Porter and Burgundy! The manager
knew his taste. She was to give him his regards. '

He went out of the kitchen and knocked at the bedroom
door.

“May I come in?”

There was a little startled scream.

“Oh, no, darling, wait a bit!”

He laid the breakfast table himself, When the bhreak-
fast was brought from tho restaurant, he served it on her
new breakfast set. He folded the dinner napkins necard.
ing to all the rules of art. He wiped ilic wine-glasses, and
finally took her bridal-bouquet and put it in a vase before
her place,

When she emerged from her bedroom in her embroidered
morning gown and stepped into the brilliant sunlight, she
felt just a tiny bit faint; he helped her into the armchair,
made her drink a little liqueur out of a liqueur glass and
eat a caviare sandwich.

What fun it all was! One could please oneself when
one was marricd. What would Mama have said if she
had seen her daughter drinking liqueurs at this hour of
the morning! |

He waited on her as if she were still his fiancée. - 'What
7
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MARRIED

& breakfast they were having on the first morning after
their weddmgl And nobody had a right to say a word
Everything was  perfectly right and proper, one’ could
enjoy oneself with the very best of consciences, and that
was the most delightful part of it all. It was not for the
first time that he was eating such a breakfast, but what a
differerice’ between then and mow! He had beeri restless
and dissatisfied then; he could not bear to think of if, now.
And as he drank a glass of genuine Swedish porter after
the’ oysters, he felt the deepest contempt for all bachelors.

“How stupid of people not to get married! Such self-
ishness! They ought to be taxed like dogs.”

“I'm sorry for those poor men who haven’t the means
to get married,” replizd his demure! little wife kindly, “for
I am sure, if they haid the means thay would all get
married.”

A little pang shot through the assistant’s heart; for a
moment he felt afraid, lest? Iie had been a little too ven-
turesome. All his happiness rested® on the solution of a
financial problem, and if, if . . . Pooh! A glass of Bur-
gundy! Now he would work! They should see!

« “Game? With cranberries and cucumbers!” The young
w1fe wasd a little startled, but it was really delicious.

“Lewis, datling,” she put a trembling little hand on his
arm, ‘‘can we afford it?”

Fortunately she said “we

“Pooh! It doesn’t matter for once! ILater on we can
dine on potatoss and herrihjgs.”

“Can you eat potatoes and herrings?”

demure, {f 4z §F. flest, #f =%, Srested, 4% 7.
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MARRIED

“I should think so!™

“When you have been drinking more than is good for
you, and expect a beefsteak after the. herring?”

“Nonsense! Nothing of the kind! Your health, sweet-
heart! The game is excellent! So are these artichokes!”

“No, but you are mad, darling! Artichokes at this tlme
of the year] What a bill you will have to pay!”

“Billl Aren’t they good? Don’t you think that it is
glorious to be alive? Ok! It’s splendid, splendid!”
At six o’clock in the afterncon a carriage drove up to
the front door. The young wife would have been angry
if it had no . been so pleasant to loll luxuriously on the soft
cushions, while they were being slowly driven to the Deer
Park. o )

“It’s just like lying on a couch,” whispered Lewis.

She playfuily hit his fingers with her sunshade. Mutual
acquaintances bowed to them from the footpath. Friends
waved their hands to him as if they were saying:

“Hallo! you rascsl, you have come into a fortune!”

How small the passers-by looked, how sniooth the street
was, how pleasant their ride on springs and cushions!

Life should always be like that.

It went on for a whole month. Balls, visits, dinners,
theatres. Sometimes, of course, they remained at home.
And at home it was more pleasant than anywhere else.
How lovely, for instance, .to carry off one’s wife from her
parents’ house, after supper; without saying as much as
“by your leave,” put her into a closed carriage, slam the
door, nod to her people and ray: “Now we're off home,

0
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MARRIED

to our own four walls! And there we’ll do exactly what
we like!”

And then to have a little supper at home and sit over
it, talking and gossiping until the small hours .of the
morning,.

Lewis was always very sensible at home, .at least in
theory. One day his wife put him to the-test by giving
him salt salmon, potatoes boiled in milk and catmeal soup
for dinner. Oh! how he enjoyed if! He.was sick of elabo-
rate menus.

On the following Friday, when she again suggested salt
salmon for dinner, Lewis came home, carrying two ptarmi.
gans! He called to her from the threshold:

“Just imagine, Lou, a most extraordinary .thing hap-
pened! A most extraordinary thing!”

“Well, what is it?" |

“You'll hardly believe me when I tell you that I bought
a brace of ptarmigans, bought them myself at:the market
for—guess!”

His little wife seemed more annoyed than curious

“Just think! ,One crown.the twol”

“I have bought ptarmigans at eightpence the brace;
‘but-——"" she added in a more conclhatory tone, so as not
to upset him altogether, “that was in a very cold winter.”

“Well, but you must admit that I .bought them very
cheaply.”

Was there anything she.would not .admit in .order. to
see him happy?

She had ordered hoiled groats for dinner, as an experi-
ment. But after Lewis had eaten a ptarmigan, he regretted
that he counld not eat as much of the groats as.he.iwould

10
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MARRIED

have liked, in order to show her that he was really very
fond of groats. He liked groats very much indeed—milk
did not agree with him after his attack of ague. He
couldn’t take milk, but groats he would like to see on his
table every evening, every blessed evening of his life, if
only she wouldn’t be angry with him.

And groats never again appeared on his table.

‘When they had been married for six weeks, the young
wife fell ill. She suffered from headaches and sickness.
It could not be anything serious, just a little cold. But
this sickness? Had she eaten anything which bhad dis-
agreed with her? Hadn't all the copper vessels new coat-
ings of tin? He sent for the doctor. The doctor smiled
and said it was all right.

“What was all right? Oh! Nonsense! It wasn’t pos-
sible. How could it have been possible? No, surely, the
bedroom paper was to blame. It must contain arsenic.
Let us send a piece to the chemist’s at once and have it
tested.”

“Entirely free from arsenie,” reported the chemist.

“How strange! No arsenic in the wall papers?”

The young wife was still ill. He consulted a medical
‘book and whispered a question in her ear. ‘“There now!
a hot bath!”

Four weeks later the midwife declared that everything
was “‘as it should be.”

“As it should be? Well, of course! Only it was some-
what premature!”

But as it could not be helped, they were delighted.
‘Fancy, a baby! They would be papa and mama! What
should they call him? Yor, of course, it would be a boy.
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MARRIED

No doubt, it would. But now she had a serious conversa-
tion with her husband! There had been no translating
or proof-correcting since their marriage. And his salary
alone was not sufficient. | |

“Yes, they had given no thought to the morrow. But,
dear me, one was young only once! Now, however, there
‘would be a change.”

On the following morning the assistant called on an
old schoolfriend, a registrar, to ask him to stand security
for a loan.

“You see, my dear fellow, when one is about to become
a father, one has to consider how to meet increasing ox-
penses.”

“Quite so, old man,”” answered the registrar, ‘‘therefore
I have been unable to get married. But you are fortunate
in having the means.”

The assistant hesitated to make his request. How could
he have the audacity to ask this poor bachelor to help him
to provide the expenses for the coming event? This bach-
elor, who had not the means to found a family of his own?
He could not bring himself to do it.

When he came home to dinner, his wife told him that
two gentlemen had called to see him.

“What did they look like? Were they young? Did
they wear eye-glasses? Then there was no doubt, they
were two lieutenants, old friends of: his whom he had met
at Vaxholm.”

“No, they couldn't have been licutenants; they were
too old for that.”

“Then he knew; they were old college friends from Up-
gala, proba.bly P. who was a lecturer, and O. who was a

12
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MARRIED

curate, now. They had come to see how their old pal
was shaping as a husband.”

“No, they didn’t come from Upsala, they came from
Stockholm.” |

The maid was called in and cross-examined. She thought
the callers had been shabbily dressed and had carried
sticks. '

“Sticks! I can’t make out what sort of people they can
have been. Well, we’ll know soon enough, as they said
they would call again. But to change the subject, I hap-
pened to sce a basket of hothouse strawberries at a really
ridiculous price; it really is absurd! Just imagine, hot-
housc strawberries at one and sixpence a basket! And at
this time of the year!”

“But, my darling, what is this extravagance! to lead
ta?”

“It'll be all righé. I have gob an order for a translation
this very day.”

“But you are in debt, Lewis?”’

“UIriiles! Mere nothings! It'll be all right when I take
up a big loan, presently.” |

“A loan! But that'll be a new debt!”

“True! But there’ll be casy terms! Don’t let’s talk
business now! Aren’t these strawberries delicious? What?
A glass of sherry with them would be tip-top. Don’t you
think so? Lina, run round to the stores and fetch a bottle
of sherry, the best they have.”
~ After his afternoon nap, his wife insisted on a serious
conversation.

I extravagance, i $8.
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MARRIED

“You won’t be angry, dear, will you?”

“Angry? Il Good heavens, no! Is it about hcuse”
hold expenses?”

“Yes! We owe money at the stores! The butcher is
pressing for payment; the man from the livery stables has
called for his money; it’s most unpleasant.”

“Is that all? I shall pay them to the last farthing to-
morrow, How dare they worry! you about such- trifles?
They shall be paid to-morrow, but they shall lose & cus-
tomer. Now, doii’t let’s talk about it any more. Come
out for a walk. No carriage! Well, wé'll take’ the car to
the Deer Park, it will' cheer us up.”

They went to the Deer Park., They asked for a private
room ab the restaurant, and people stared at them and
whispered.

“They think we are out on a spree,’”’? he langhed “What
fun! What madnesal”

But his wife did not like it.

They had 2 big bill to pay.

“If only we had stayed at iome! We might have bought
such a lot of things for the monsy.”

Months elapsed. The great event was coming nearer
and nearer. A cradle had to be bought and baby-clothes.
A number of things were wanted. The young husband
was out on business all day long. The price of wheat had
risen. Hard times wero at hand. Heé ¢onld get no' trans-
lations, 1o proof-correcting. Men Liad become materidlists:
They didn’t spend mioney on books, they bought food.

Lworry, Bk fii. 2on a spree, ¥ 4 &l B; 84 9.
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MARRIED

What a prosaic! period we were living in! Ideals were
melting away, one after the other, and ptarmigans were
not to be had under two crowns the brace, The livery
stables would not provide carriages for nothing for the
cab-proprietors had wives and families to support, just
as everybody else; at the stores cash had to be paid for
goods. Oh! what realists they all were!

The great day bad come at last. It was evening. He
must run for the midwife. And while his wife suffered
all the pangs of childbirth, he had to go down inta the hall
and pacify the creditors.

At Jast he held a daughter in his arms. His tears fell
on the baby, for now he realised his responsibility, a re-
sponsibility which he was unable to shoulder. He made
new resolutions. But his nerves were unstrung. He was
working at a translation which he seemed unable to finish,
for he had to be constantly out on business.

He rushed to his father-in-law, who was staying in town,
to bring him the glad news.

“We have a little daughter!”

“Well and good,” replied his father-in-law; “can you
support a child?*

“Not at present; for heaven's sake, help us, father!”

“I'll tide you over your present difficulties. I can’t do
more. My means are only sufficient to support my own
family.”

The patient required chickens which he bought himself
et the market, and wine at six crowns the bottle, It had
to be the very best.

! prosaic, jif {#; &K MA; %% 3 & #.
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MARRIED

The midwife expected a hundred crowns.

“Why should we pay her less than others? Hasn’t she
just received a cheque for a hundred crowns from the cap.
tain?" )

* Very soon the young wife was up again. She looked
like a girl, as slender as a willow, a little pale, it was true,
but the pallor suited her.

The old man called and had & private conversation with
his son-in-law.

" “No more children, for the present,” he said, “or you’ll
be ruined.”

“What language from a father! Aren’t we married!
Don’t we love one another? Aren’t we to have a
family?”

“Yes, but not until you can provide for them. It's all
very fine to love one another, but you mustn’t forget that
you have responsibilities.”

His father-in.law, tco, had becoms & materialist. Oh!
what a miserable world it was! A world without ideals!

The home was undermined, but love survived, for love
was strong, und the hearts of the young couple were soft.
The bailiff, on the contrary, was anything but soft. Dis-
traint! was imminent,? and bankruptey threatened. Well,
let them distrain then!

The father-in-law arrived with a large travelling coach
to fetch his daughter and grand-child. He warned his
son-in-law not to show his face at his house until he could
pay his debts and make a home for his wife and child. He
said nothing to his daughter, but it seemed to-him that he

) distraint, 3% K 4 ¥ % % @ (K. 2imminent, X ¥ 5% I.
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MARRIED

was bringing home a girl who had been led astray. It was
as if he had lent his innocent child to a casual admirer and
now received her back “dishonoured.” She would have
preferred to stay with her husband, but he had no home
to offer her.

And so the husband of one year’s standing was left be-
hind to watch the pillaging of his home, if he could call it
his home, for he had paid for nothing. The two men with
spectacles carted away the beds and bedclothes; the copper
kettles and tin vessels; the dinner set, the chandelier and
~ the candlesticks; everything, everything!

He was left alone in the two empty, wretched rooms!
If only s7e had been left to him! But what should she do
here, in these empty rooms? No, she was better off where
she was! She was being taken care of.

Now the struggle for a livelihood began in bitter earnest,
He found work at a daily paper as a proof-corrector. Ha
had to be at the office at midnight; at three in the morning
his work was done. He did not lose his berth, for bank-
ruptecy had been avoided, bui he had lost all chance of
promotion,

Later on he is permitted to visit wife and child once a
week, but he is never allowed to see her alone. He spends

‘Saturday night in a tiny room, close to his father-in-law’s
bedroom. On Sunday morning he has to return to town,
for the paper appears on Monday morning. . . He says
good-bye to his wife and child who are allowed to accom-
pany him as far as the garden gate, he waves his hand to
them once more from the furthest hillock, and suceumbs to?

lguccumbs to, § W K, B 2.
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MARRIED

his wretchedness, his misery, his humiliation. And she
is no less unhappy.

He has calculated that it will take him twenty years to
pay his debts. And then? Even then he cannot main-
tain a wife and child. And his prospects?® He has nonel
If his father-in-law should die, his wife and child would be
thrown on the street; he cannot venture to look forward
to the death of their only support.

Oh! How cruel it is of nature to provide food for all her
creatures, leaving the children of men alone to starve!
Oh! How cruel, how cruel! that life has not ptarmigans
and strawberries to give to all men. How cruell How
cruel!

i prospects, g £.
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UNNATURAL SELECTION OR THE
ORIGIN OF RACE

The. Baron had read in The Slaves of Life with disgust
and indignation that the children of the aristocracy were
bound to perish unless they took the mothers’ milk from
the children of the lower classes. He had read Darwin
and believed that the gist! of his teaching was that through

“selection the children of the aristocracy had come to be
more highly developed representatives of the genus “Man.”
But the doctrine of heredity made him look upon the
employment of a foster-mother with aversion; for might
not, with the blood of the lower classes, certain concep-
tions, ideas and desires be introduced and propagated in
the aristoeratic nursling? He was therefore determined
that his wife should nurse her baby herself, and if she
should prove incapable of doing so, the child should be
brought up with the bottle. He had a right to the cows’
milk, for they fed on his hay; without it they would starve,
or would not have come into existence at all.

The baby was bormn. 1t was a son! The father had
been somewhat anxious before he became certain of his
wife’s condition, for he was, personally, a poor man; his
wife, on the other hand, was very wealthy, but he had no
claim to her fortune unless their union was blest with a
legal heir, (in accordance with the law of entail chap. oo

1gist, {53,
19
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MARRIED

par. go). His joy was therefore great and genuine. The
baby was a transparent! little thoroughbred, with blue
veins shining through his waxen skin. Nevertheless his
blood was poor. His mother who possessed the figure of
an angel, was brought up on choice food, protected by rich
furs from all the eccentricities? of the climate, and had that
aristocratic pallor which denotes the woman of noble
descent.

She nursed the baby herself. There was consequently
no need to become indebted to peasant women for the
privilege of enjoying life on this planet. Nothing bub
fables, all he had read about it! The baby sucked and
screamed for a fortnight., But all babies secream. It meant
nothing. Buét it lost flesh. It became terribly emaciated.
The doctor was sent for. He had a private conversation
with the father, during which he declared that the baby
would die if the Baroness continued to nurse him, hecause
she was firstly too highly strung, and secondly had nothing
with which to feed him. He took the troublc fo make a
‘quantitative analysis of the milk, and proved (by equa-
tions) that the child was bound to starve unless there was
& change in the method of his feeding.

What was to be done? On no account could the baby
be allowed to die. Bottle or foster mother? The latter
was out of the question, Let us try the bottle! The
doctor, however, preseribed a foster mother.

The best Dutch cow, which had received the gold medal
for the district, was isolated and fed with hay; with dry
hay of the finest quality. The doctor analysed the milk,

1transparent, — B} 3% 1%. ‘eccentricities, 8 1F |y gk 3.
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MARRIED

everything was all right. How simple the system was!
How strange that they had not thought of it before! After
all, one need not engage a foster mother a tyrant before
whom one had to cringe, a loafer one had to fatten; not to
mention the fact that she might have an infectious disease.

But the baby continued to lose flesh and to seream. It
screamed night and day. There was no doubt it suffered
from colic. A new cow was procured and a fresh analysis
made. The milk was mixed with Karlsbad water, genuine
Sprudel, but the baby went on screaming.

“There’s no remedy but to engage a foster mother,” said
the doctor.

“Oh! anything but that! One did not want to rob
other children, it was against nature, and, morcover, what
about heredity?”

When the Baron began to talk of things natural and
unnatural, the doctor explained to him that if nature were
allowed her own way, all noble familics would die out and
their estates fall to the crown. This was the wisdom of
nature, and human civilization was nothing but a foolish
struggle against nature, in which -man was bound to be
beaten. The Baron’s race was doomed; this was proved by
the fact that his wife was unable to feed the fruit of her
womb; in order to live they were bound to buy or steal
the milk of other women. Consequently the race lived on
robbery, down to the smallest detail. '

“Could the purchase of the milk be called robbery? The
purchase of it!”

“Yes, because the money with which it was bought was
produced by labour. Whose labour? "The people’s! For
the aristocracy didn’t work.”

21
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MARRIED

“The doctor was a socialist!”

“No, a follower of Darwin. However, he diun’t care
in the least if they called him a socialist. It made no
difference to him.”

“But surely, purchase was not robbery! That was too
strong a word!”

“Well, but if one paid with money one hadn’t earned!”

“That was to say, earned by manual lahour?”

“Yes!”

“But in that case the doctor was a robber tool”

“Quite so! Nevertheless he would not hold back with
the truth! Didn’t the Baron remember the repenting thief
who had spoken such true words?”

The conversation was interrupted; the Baron sent for
a famous professor.

The latter called him a murderer straight out, because
he had not engaged a nurse long ago.

The Baron had to persuade his wife. He had to re-
tract! all his former arguments and emphasize the one sim-
ple fact, namely, the love for his child, (regulated by the
law of entail).

But where was a foster mother to come from? It was
no use thinking of looking for one in town, for there all
people were corrupt. No, it would have to be a country
girl. But the Baroness objected to a girl because, she
argued, a girl with a baby was an immoral person; and
her son might contract a hereditary tendency.

The doctor retorted that all foster mothers were unmar-
ried women and that if the young Baron inherited from

Yretract, $% [8); % 2%.
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MARRIED

her a preference for the other sex, he would grow into
a good fellow; tendencies of that sort ought to be encour-
aged. It was not likely that any of the farmers’ wives
would accept the position, because a farmer who owned
land, would certainly prefer to keep his wife and children
with him.

“But supposing they married a girl to & farm labourer?”

“It would mean a delay of nine months.”

“But supposing they found a husband for a girl who
had a baby?”

“That wasn’t a bad ideal”

The Baron knew a girl who had a baby just three months
old. He knew her only too well, for he had been engaged
for three years and had been unfaithful to his fiancée by
“doctor’s orders.” He went to her himself and made his
suggestion. She should have a farm of her own if she
would consent to marry Anders, a farm labourer, and
come to the Manor as foster mother to the young Baron.
Well, was it strange that she should accept the proffered
settlement in preference to her bearing her disgrace alone?
It was arranged there and then that on the following Sun-
day the banns should be read for the first, second and third
«time, and that Anders should go home to his own village
for two months. '

The Baron looked at her baby with a strange feeling
of envy. He was a big, strong boy. He was not beauti-
ful; but he looked like a guarantee of many generations
to come. The child was born to live but it was not his
fate to fulfil his destination,

Anna wept when he was taken to the orphanage, but
the good food at the Manor (her dinner was sent up to
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MARRIED

her from the dining-room, and she had as much porter
and wine as she wanted) consoled her. She was also
allowed to go out driving in the big carriage, with a foot-
man by the side of the coachman. And she read A Thou-
sand and One Nights. Never in all her life had she been
80 well off.

After an absence of two months Anders returned. He
had done nothing but eat, drink, and rest. He took pos-
session of the farm, but he also wanted higs Anna. Couldn’t
she, at least, come and see him sometimes? No, the
Baroness objected. No nonsense of that sort!

Anna lost flesh and the little Baron screamed. The
doctor was consulted.

“Let her go and see her husband,” he said.

“But supposing it did the baby harm?”

“It won’t!”

But Anders must be “analysed” first. Anders objected.
Anders received a present of a few sheep and was “‘ana-
lysed.”

- The little Baron stopped screaming.

But now news came from the orphanage that Anna’s
boy had died of diphtheria.

Aunna fretted, and the little Baron screamed louder than
ever. She was discharged and sent back to Anders and
a new foster mother was engaged.

Anders was glad to have his wife with him at last, but
ghe had contracted expensive habits. She couldn’t drink
Brazilian coffee, for instance, it had to be Java. And her
health did not permit her to eat fish six times a week, nor

could she work in the fields. Food at the farm grew
gcarce, ' ' S
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MARRIED

Anders would have been obliged to give up the farmr
after twelve months, but the Baron had a kindly feeling
for him and allowed him to stay on as a tenant.

Anna worked daily at the Manor and frequently saw
the little Baron; but he did not recognise her and it was
just as well that he did not. And yet he had lain at her
breast! And she had saved his life by sacrificing the life
of her own child. But she was prolific! and had several
sons, who grew up and were labourers and railway men;
one of them was a convict.

But the old Baron looked forward with anxiety to the
day on which his son should marry and have children in
his turn. He did not look strong! He would have been
far more reassured if the other little Baron, the one who
had died at the orphanage, had been the heir to the estates.
And when he read The Slaves of Life a second time, he
had to admit that the upper classes live at the mercy of
the lower classes, and when he read Darwin again he could
not deny that natural selection, in our time, was anything
but natural. But facts were facts and remained unalter-
able, in spite of all the doctor and the socialists might eay
to the contrary,

1prolifio, £ F; 3 & %&.
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MARRIED

He was a supernumerary! at the Board of Trade and
drew a salary of twelve hundred crowns. He had mar-
ried a young girl without a penny; for love, as he himself
said, to be no longer compelled to go to dances and run
about the streets, as his friends maintained.2 But be that
as it may, the life of the newly-wedded couple was happy
enough to begin with.

“How cheaply married people can live,” he said one day,
after the wedding was a thing of the past. The same sum
which had been barely enough to cover the wants of the
bachelor now sufficed for hushand and wife. Really, mar-
riage was an excellent institution.? One had all one’s
requirements within one’s four walls: club, caf$, every-
thing; no more bills of fare, no tips, on inquisitive? porter
watching one as one went out with one’s wife in the
morning.

Life smiled at him, his strength increased and he worked
for two. Never in all his life had he felt so full of over-
flowing energy; he jumped out of bed as soon as he woke
up in the morning, bucyantly, and in the highest spirits,
he was rejuvenated.’

When two months had eiansed, long before his new ¢ir-
cumstances had begun to pall, his wife whispered a certain
piece of information into his ear. New joys! New cares!

1supernumerary, %8 4} B K. 2mainteined, ; B2 3 H Bl
}institution, §f gE. 4inquusitive, ¥F 3T §5; 3F 4T D] 2. S rejuve.
nated, i & 7 .
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MARRIED

But cares so pleasant to bear! It was necessary, however,
to increase their income at once, so as fo receive the un
known world-citizen in a manner befitting his dignity.!
He managed to obtain an order for a translation.

Baby-clothes lay scattered about all over the furniture,
a cradle stood waiting in the hall, and at last a splendid
boy arrived in this world of sorrows.

The father was delighted. And yet he could not help a
vague feeling of uneasiness whenever he thought of the
future. Income and expenditure did not balance. Noth-
ing remained but to reduce his dress allowance.

. His frock coat began to look threadbare at the seams;
his shirt front was hidden underneath a large tie, his trous-
er3 were frayed. 1t was an undeniable fact that the porters
at the office looked down on him on account of his shab-
biness.

In addition to this he was compelled to lengthen his
working day.

“It must be the first and last,” he said. But how was
it to be done? '

He was at a loss to know.

‘Three months later his wife prepared him in carefully
chosen words that his paternal joys would soon be doubled.
It would not be true to say that he rejoiced greatly at the
news. But there was no alternative now; he must travel
along the road he had chosen, even if married life should
prove to be anything but cheap.

- “It’s true,” he thought, his face brightening, “the
younger one will inherit the baby-clothes of his elder

1dignity, 5 4.
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MARRIED

brother. This will save a good. deal of oxpense, and thereé
will be food enough for them—1I shall be able to feed them
just as well as others.”

And the second baby was born.

“You are going it,” said a friend of his, who was a mar-
ried man himself, but father of one child only.

“What is a man to do?%”

“Use his common-sense,”

“Use his common-sense? But, my dear fellow, & man
gets married in order to . . . I mean to say, not only in
order to . .. but yet in order to . . . Well, anyhow,
we are married and that settles the matter.”

“Not at all. Yet me tell you something, my dear boy;
if you are at all hoping for promotion it is absolutely neces-
sary that you should wear clean linen, trousers which are
not frayed at the bottom, and a hat which is not of a rusty
brown.”

And the eensible man whispered sensible words into his
ear. As the result, the poor husband was put on short
commons in the midst of plenty.

But now his troubles began.

To start with his nerves went to pieces, he suffered from
insomnia and did his work badly, He consulted a doctor.
The prescription cost him three crowns; and such a pre-
seription! He was to stop working; he had worked too
hard, his brain was overtaxed. To stop work would mean
starvation for all of them, and to work spelt death, tool

He went on working,.

One day, as he was sitting at his desk, stooping over
endless rows of figures, he had an attack of faintness,
slipped off his chair and fell to the ground.
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MARRIED

A visit to a specialist—cighteen crowns. A new pre-
seription; he must ask for sick leave at once, take riding
exercise every morning and have steak and a glass of port
for breakfast.

Riding exercise and port!

But the worst feature -of the whole business was a feeling
of alienation from his wife which had sprung up in his
heart—he did not know whence it came. He was afraid
to go ncar her and at the same time he longed for her
presence. He loved her, loved her still, but a certain
bitterness was mingled with his love.

“You are growing thin,” said a friend.

“Yes, I believe I've grown thinner,” said the poor hus-
band.

“You are playing a dangerous game, old boy!”

“I don’t know what you mean!”

“A married man in half mourning! Take care, my friend!”

“I really don’t know what you’re driving at.”

“It’s impossible to go against the wind for any length
of time. Set all sails and run, old chap, and you will see
that everything will come right. Belicve me, I know what
I'm talking about. You understand me.”

" He took no notice of the advice for a time, fully aware
of the fact that & man’s income does not increase in propor-
tion to his family; at the same time he had no longer any
doubt about the cause of his malady.

It was summer again., The family had gone into the
country. On a beautiful evening husband and wife were
strolling elong the steep shore, in the shade of the alder
trees, resplendent in their young green. They sat down
on the turf, silent and depressed.
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MARRIED

He was morose and disheartened; gloomy thoughts re-
volved behind his aching brow. Life seemed a great
chasm which had opened to engulf all he loved.

They talked of the probable loss of his appointment; his
chief had been annoyed at his second application for sick
leave. - He complained of the conduct of his colleagues, he
felt himself deserted by everyone; but the fact which hurt
him more than anything else was the knowledge that she,
too, had grown tired of him,

“Oh! but she hadn’t! She loved him every bit as much
as she did in those happy days when they were first en-
gaged. How could he doubt it?”’

“No, he didn’t doubt it; but he had suffered so much,
he wasn’t master of his own thoughts.”

He pressed his burning cheek against hers, put his arm
round her and covered her eyes with passionate kisses.

The gnats danced their nuptial dance above the birch
tree wilhout a thought of the thousands of young ones
which their ecstasy would call into being; the ecarp laid
their eggs in the reed grass, careless of the millions of their
kind to which they gave birth; the swallow made love in
broad daylight, not in the least afraid of the consequences
of their irregular liaisons.

All of a sudden he sprang to his feet and stretched him-
self like a sleeper awakening from a long sleep, which had
been haunted by evil dreams, he drank in the balmly air in
deep draughts.

“What’s the matter?” whispered his wife, while a crimson
blush spread over her face.

“I don’t know. All I know is that I live, that I breathe
again.”’
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MARRIED

And radiant, with laughing face and shining eyes, he
held out his arms to her, picked her up as if she were a
baby and pressed his lips to her forehead. The muscles
of his legs swelled until they looked like the muscles of the
leg of an antique god, he held his body erect like a young
tree and intoxicated with strength and happiness, he car-
ried his beloved burden as far as the footpath where he
put her down. %

“You will strain yourself, sweetheart,” she said, making
a vain attempt to free herself from his encircling arms.

“Never, you darling! I could carry you to the end
of the earth, and I sball carry you, all of you, no matter
how many you are now, or how many you may yet
become.”

And they returned home, arm in arm, their hearts singing
with gladness.

“If the worst comes to the worst,! sweet love, one must
admit that it is very easy tc jump that abyss which sepa-
rates body and soul!”

“What a thing to say!”

“If T had only realised it before, I should have been less
unhappy. Oh! those idealists!”

And they entered their cottage.

The good old times had returned and had, apparently,
come to stay. The husband went to work to his office as
before. They lived again through love’s spring time. No
doctor was required and the high spirits never flagged.

After the third christening, however, he came to the con-
clusion that matters were serious and started plying his

1If the worst comes to the worst, 45§ A7 ¥ 4~ &b 5 47 83 5% 4.
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MARRIED

old game with the inevitable! results: dootor, sick-leave,

riding-exercise, port! But there must be an end of it, at

all costs. Every time the balance-sheet showed a deficit.?
But when, finally, his whole nervous system went out of

.joint,? he let nature have her own way. Immediately ox-

‘penses went up and he was beset with difficulties.

~ He was not a poor man, it is true, but on the other hand

he was not blest with too many of this world’s riches,

- “To tell you the truth, old girl,” he said to his wife, “it
will be the same old story over agaln

“I am afraid it will, my dear,” replied the poor woman,
who, in addition to her duties as a mother, had to do the
-whole work of the house now.

After the birth of her fourth child, the work grew too
hard for her and a nursemaid had to be engaged.

“Now it must stop,”’ avowed the disconsolate husband.
“This must he the last.”

Poverty looked in at the door. The foundations on
which the house was built were tottering.

And thus, at the age of thirty, in the very prime of their
life, the young husband and wife found themselves con-
demned to celibacy. He grew moody, his complexion be-
came grey and his eyes lost their lustre. Her rich beauty
faded, her fine figure wasted away, and she suffered all the
sorrows of a mother who sees her children growmg up in
poverty and rags.

. Ome day, as she was standing in the kitchen, frying her-
rings, a neighbour called in for a friendly chat.

“How are you?” she began.

) liijevitable, &tk B ey 2deficit, A K 32 1. 3out of joint,
& Rl
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MARRIEDR

“Thank you, I'm not up to very much. How are yout"

“Oh! T’'m not at all well. Married life is a misery if
one has to be constantly on one’s guard,”

“Do you think you are the only one?”

“What do you mean?”

“Do you know what my husband said to me the other
day? One ought to spare the draught cattle! And I
suffer under it all, I can tell you. No, there’s no happiness
in marriage. Either husband or wife is bound to suffer.
1t’s one or the other!”

“Or both!”

“But what about the men of soience who grow fat at the
expense of the Government?”

“They have to think of so many things, and moreover,
it is improper to write about such problems; they must
not be discussed openly.”

“But that would be the first necessity!”

And the two women fell to discussing their bitter ex-
periences.

In the following summer they were compelled to remain
in town; they were living in a basement with a view of the
gutter, the smell of which was so objectionable that it was
impossible to keep the windows open.

The wife did needlework in the same room in which the
children were playing; the husband, who had lost his ap-
pointment on account of his extreme shabbiness, was
copying & manuscript in the adjoining room, and grum-
bling at the children’s noise. Hard words were bandied
through the open door.

Tt was Whitsuntide. In the afternoon the husband was
lying on the ragged leather sofa, gazing at a window-on the
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other side of the strect. He was watching a woman o1
evil reputation who was dressing for her evening stroll.
A spray of lilac and two oranges were lying by the side of
her looking-glass.

She was fastening her dress without taking the least
notice of his inquisitive glances.

“She’s not having a bad time,” mused the celibate, sud-
denly kindled into passion. ‘“One lives but once in this
world, and one must live one’s life, happen what will!”

His wife entered the room and caught sight of the object
of his serutiny. Her eyes blazed; the last feeble sparks of
her dead love glowed under the ashes and revealed them-
selves in a temporary flash of jealousy.

“Hadn't we better take the children to the Zoo?”’ she
asked,

“To make a public show of our misery? Ne, thank youl”

“But it’s so hot in here. I shell have to pull down the
blinds.”

“You had better open a window

He divined his wife’s thoughts and rose to do it himself,
Out there, on the edge of the pavement, his four little ones
were gitting, in close proximity of the waste pipes. Their
feet were in the dry gutter, and they were playing with
orange peels which they had found in the sweepings of the
rond, The sight stabbed his heart, and he felt a lump
rising in his throat. But poverty had so blunted his feelings
that he remained standing at the window with his arms
crossed.

All at once two filthy streams gushed from the waste
pipes, inundated the gutter and saturated the feet of the
children who screamed, half suffocated by the stench.
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MARRIED

“Get the children ready as quickly as you can,” he called,
giving way at the heart-rending scene,

The father pushed the perambulator with the baby, the
other children clung to the hands and skirts of the mother.

They arrived at the cemetery with its dark-stemmed
“lirtie-trees, their usual place of refuge; here the trees grew
luxuriantly, as if the soil were enriched by the bodies which
lay buried underneath it. '

The bells were ringing for evening prayers. The inmates
.of the poorhouse flocked to the church and sat down in the
‘pews left vacant by their wealthy owners, who had attended
to their souls at the principal service of the day, and. were
now driving in their carriages to the Royal Deer Park.

The children climbed about the shallow graves, most of
which wore decorated with armorial hearings and inseorip-
tions.

Husband and wife sat down on a seat and placed the
perambuiator, in which the baby lay sucking at its bottle,
by their side. Two puppies were disporting themselves
on a gruve close by, half hidden by the high grass.

A young and well dressed couple, leading by the hand a
little girl clothed in silk and velvet, passed the seat on
which they sat, The poor copyist raised his eyes to the
young dandy and recognised a former colleague from the
Board of Trade who, however, did not seem to see him.
A feeling of bitter envy seized him with such intensity that
he felt more humiliated by this “ignoble sentiment” than
by his deplorable condition. Was he angry with the other
.man because he filled a position which he himself had
coveted? Surely not. But possibly his envy was the re.
verse of a sense of justice, and his suffering was all the
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MARRIED

deeper because it was shared by the whole class of the
disinherited.. He was convinced that the inmates of the
poorhouse, bowed down under the yoke of public charity,
envied his wife; and he was quite sure that many of the
-aristocrats who slept all around him in their graves, under
their coats of arms, would have envied him his children if
it had been their lot to die without leaving an heir to their
estates, Certainly, nobody under the sun enjoyed com-
plete happiness, but why did the plums! always fall to the
lot. of those who were already sitting in the lap of luxury?
And how was it that the prizes always fell to the organisers
of the great lottery? The disinherited had to be content
with the mass said at evening prayers; to their share fell
morality and those virtues which the others despised and
of which they had no need because the gates of heaven
opened readily enough to their wealth. Dut what about
the good and just God who had distributed His gifts so
unevenly? It would be better, indecd, to live one’s life
withoui this unjust God, who had, moreover, candidly
admitted that the “wind blew where it listed’’; had He
not himself confessed, in these words, that He did not
dnterfere in the concerns of man? But failing the church,
where should we look for comfort? And yet, why ask for
comfort? Wouldn't it be far better to strive to make such
arrangements that no comfort was needed? Wouldn’t it?

His speculations were interrupted by his eldest daughter
who asked him for & leaf of the lime-tree, which she wanted
for a sunshade for her doll. He stepped on the seat and
raised his hand to break off a little twig, when a constable
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MARRIED

appeared and rudely ordered him not to touch the trees.
A fresh humiliation. At the same time the constable
requested him not to allow his chill n to play on the
graves, which was against the regulations.

“We’d better go home,” said the distressed father.
“How carefully they guard the interests of the dead, and
how indifferent they are to the interests of the living.”

And they returned home.

He sat down and began to work. He had to copy the
manuseript of an academical treatise on over-population.

The subject interested him and he read the contents? of
the whole book.

The young author who belonged to what was called the

ethical school, was preaching against vice.

“What vice?” mused the copyist. ‘“That which is re-

aponsible for our existencet Which the pricst orders us
to indulge in at every wedding when he says: DBe fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth?”

The manuscript ran on: Propagation, without holy
matrimony, is a destructive vice, because the fate of the
children, who do not receive proper care and nursing, is
a sad one. In the case of married couples, on the other
hand, it becomes a sacred duty to indulge one’s desires.
This is proved, among other things, by the fact that the law
protects even the female ovum, and it is right that it should
be so.

“Consequently,” thought the copyist, ‘“‘there is a provi-
dence for legitimate children, but not for illegitimate ones.
Ohl! this young philosopher] And the law which protects

1 contents, Py 9.
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MARRIED

the female ovum! What business, then, have those micro-
scopic things to detach themselves at every change of the
moon? Those sacred objects ought to be most carefully
guarded by the police!”

All these futilities! he had to copy in his best hand-
writing.

They overtiowed with morality, but contained not a
single word of enlightenment.

The moral or rather the immoral gist of the whole argu-
ment was: There i3 a God who feeds and clothes all chil-
dren born in wedlock; a God in His heaven, probably, but
what about the carth? Certainly, it was said that He
came to earth once and allowed himself to be crucified,
after vainly trying to establish something like order in
the confused affairs of mankind; He did not succeed.

The philosopher wound up by screaming himself hoarse
in trying to convince his audience that the abundant supply
of wheat was an irrefutable’ proof that the problem of
over-population did not exist; that the doctrine of Malthus
was not only false, but criminal, socially as well as morally.

And the poor father of a family who had not tasted
wheaten bread for years, laid down the manuseript and
urged his little ones to fill themselves with gruel made of
rye flour and bluish milk, a dish which satisfied their crav-
ing, but contained no nourishment.

- He was wretched, not because he considered water gruel
objectionable, but because he had lost his precious sense of
humour, that magician who can transform the dark rye
into golden wheat; almighty love, emptying his horn of

Hutilities, §& 1 f9 2% 24, 2irrefutablo, < f £t 4.
88



& T L

H NS F B8 R A BRI By (1l 2enfy Bk
AT (A0 HOT , FERE 32 S /DA R R UF ! ]
( WraEmB e RTE. )

s 32 PR S e ek, %}é&iﬁﬁﬁﬁma@aﬁ%

SR LSRR T A, WD M 2k, A — (R AR
AR,

AFHRAEANTR, HERRAEARENT:
H—IB L RSN 285 AR LR
AR kB E T BB IR ARSE, LRBBENT
—R L A CRASTETTR L iR g8 AR
BALAY IS ERR A ST, AIESCE R R,

FHOAHE B e T A B AR A B, P R - B MR T
BRI EEEA0{E R B I B RS, SERER
AR IS AY IR0, U LA B 260 M TR R
3 (Malthus) 9 A DGR IR (B, Uit & REER
B AR E,

SEBF L AL ABRBEFRER T RS SN
1, ERTE T 2K, B % FFIVC BRI AR5, W
B 1A 0 20y, SRR S PE AR B TR AL 6 L , AN IRT B3,

IR BT A R EA I MR, REES
{2 T IRV P B R S CHBR ER AR, TR RR 24T
BABEN & G N ERMER T s B DR, B8

38
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plenty over his poor home, had vanished. The children
had become burdens, and the once beloved wife a secret
enemy despised and despising him,

And the cause of all this unhappiness? The want of
bread! And yet the large store houses of the new world
were breaking down under the weight of the over-abundant
supply of wheat, What a world of contradictionsi® The
manner in which bread was distributed must be at fault.

Science, which has replaced religion, has no answer to
give; it merely states facts and allows the children to die
- of hunger and the parents of thirst,

i contradiclions, F{ #{ X & # 2.
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- She was plain and therefore the coarse young men who
don’t know how to appreciate a beautiful soul in an ugly
body took no notice of her. But she was wealthy, and
she knew that men run after women for the sake of their
wealth; whether they do it because all wealth has been
created by men and they therefore claim the capital for
their sex, or on other grounds, was not quite clear to her.
As she was a rich woman, she learned a good many things,
and as she distrusted and despised men, she was considered
an intellectual young woman, '

She had reached the age of twenty. Her mother was
still alive, but she had no intention to wait for another
five years before she became her own mistress. Therefore
she quite suddenly surprised her friends with an announce-
ment of her engagement.

“She is marrying because she wants a husband,” said
some.

* “She is marrying because she wants a footmau and her
liberty,” said others.

“How stupid of her to get married,” said the third;
“she doesn’t know that she will be even less her own mis-
tress than she is now.”

“Don’t be afraid,” said the fourth, “she’ll hold her own
in spite of her marriage.”

What was he like? Who was he? Where had she found
him? '

He was a young lawyer, rather efleminate in appearance,
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with broad hips and a shy manner. He was an only son,
brought up by his mother and aunt. He had always been
very much afraid of girls, and he detested the officers on
account of their assurance, and because they were the
favourites at all entertainments. That is what he was
like.

They were staying abt a watering place and met at a
dance. He had come late and all the girls’ programmes
were full. A laughing, triumphant “No!”’ was flung into
“his face wherever he asked for a dance, and a movement
of the programme brushed him away as if he were a buz-
zing fly.

Offended and humiliated he left the ball-room and sat
down on the verandah to smoke a cigar. The moon threw
her light on- the lime-trees in the Park and the perfume
of the mignoneite rose from the flower beds.

He watched the danocing couples through the windows
with the impotent yearning of the cripple; the voluptuous
rhythm of the waltz thrilled bim through and through.

“All alone and lost in dreams?” said a voice suddenly.
“Why aren’t you dancing?”
© “Why aren’t you?” he replied, looking up.

“Because I am plain and nobody asked me to,” she
answered. )

He looked at her. They had known each other for some
time, but he had never studied her features. She was ex-
quisitely dressed, and in her eyes lay an expression of
infinite pain, the pain of despair and vain revolt against
the injustice of nature; he felt a lively sympathy for her.

“I, too, am scorned by everybody,” he said. ‘“All the
rights belong to the officers. Whenever it is a question
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of natural selection, right is on the side of the strong and
the beautiful. ILook at their shoulders and epaulettes . . .”

“How can you talk like that!”

“I beg your pardon! To have to play a losing gams
makes a man bitter! Will you give me a dance?”

“For pity’s sake?”

“Yes! Out of compassion for me!”

He threw away his cigar.

“Have you ever known what it means to be marked by
the hand of fate, and rejected? To be always the last?”
hé began again, passionately.

“I have known all that! Bui the last do not always
remain the last,” she added, emphatically. “There ave
other qualities, besides beauty, which count.”

“What quality do you appreciate most in a man?”

“Kindness,” she exclaimed, without the slichtest hesi-
tation. “For this is a quality very rarely found in a
man.”

“Kindness and weakness usually go hand in hand;
women admire strength.”

“What sort of women are you talking about? Rude
strength has had its day; our civilisation has reached a
sufficiently high standard to make ds value muscles and
rude strength no more highly than a kind heaxt.”

“It ought to have! And yet—watch the dancing
couples!”

“To my mind true manliness is shown in loftiness of
sentiment and intelligence of the heart.”

“Consequently a man whom the whole world calls weak
and cowardly ., . .”

“What do T care for the world and its opinion!”
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“Do you know that you ai¢ a very remarkable womant”
said the young lawyer, feeling more and more interested.

“Not in the least remarkablel But you men are accus-
tomed to regard women as dolls . . .”

- “What sort of men do you mean? I, dear lady, have
from my childhood looked up to woman as a higher mani-
festation of the species man, and from the day on which
I fell in love with a woman, and she returned my love,
I should be her slave.”

- Adeline looked at him long and searchingly.

- “¥ou are a remarkable man,” she said, after a pause.

After each of the two had declared the other to be a
remarkable specimen of the species man, and made a good
many remarks on the futility of dancing, they began to
tallk of the melancholy influence of the moon. Then they
returned to the ball-room and took their place in a set of
quadrilles. ‘

~ Adeline was a perfect dancer and the lawyer won her
heart completely because he ‘“danced like an innocent
girl.”

When the set was over, they went out again on the
verandah and sat down.

“What is love?” asked Adeline, looking at the moon as
if she expected an answer from heaven.

“The sympathy of the souls,” he replied, and his voice
gounded like the whispering breeze.

“But sympathy may turn to antipathy; it has happened
frequently,” objected Adeline.

“Then it wasn’t genuine! There are materialists who
say that there would be no such thing as love if there
weren’t two sexes, and they dare to maintain that sensual
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love is more lasting than the love of the soul. Don’t you
think it low and bestial! to see nothing but sex in the
beloved woman?”

“Don’t speak of the materialists!”

“Yes, I must, so that you may realise the loftiness of
my feelings for a woman, if ever I fell in love. She need
not be beautiful; beauty soon fades. I should look upon
her as a dear friend, a chum. 1 should never feel shy
in her company, as with any ordinary girl. I should ap-
proach her without fear, as I am approaching you, and I
should say: ‘Will you be my friend for life?” I should
be able to speak to her without the slightest tremor of that
nervousness which a lover is supposed to feel when he
proposes to the object of his tenderness, because his
thoughts are not pure.”

Adeline looked at the vounng man, who had taken her
hand in his, with enraptured eves.

“You are an idealist,” she said, “‘and I agree with you
from the very bottom of my heart. You are acgking for
my friendship, if I understand you rightly. It shall be
yours, but 1 must put you to the test first. Will you

prove to me that you can pocket your pride? for the sake
of a friend?”

“Speak and I shall obey!”

Adeline took off a golden chain with a locket which
she h. 4 been wearing round her neck.

“Wear this as a symbol of our friendship.”

“T will wear it,” he said, in an uncertain voice; “but it

might make the people think that we are engaged.”

Lbestiul, B j% B {£ ). 2 pocket pride, Z, &.
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MARRIED

“And do you object?”

“No, not if you don’t! Will you be my wife?”

“Yes, Axell 1 willl For the world looks askance at
{riendship between man and woman; the world is so base
that it refuses to Lelieve in the possibility of such a thing.”

And he wore the chain.

- The world, which is very materialistic at heart, repeated
the verdict of her friends:

“She marries him in order to bhe married; he marries
her because he wants a wife.”

The world made nasty remarks, too. It said that he
was marrying her for the sake of her money; for hadn’t
he himself declared that anything so degrading as love
did not exist between them? There was no need for
friends to live together like married couples.

The wedding took place. The worid had received a hint
that they would live together like brother and sister, and
the world awaited with a malicious grin the resuilt of the
great reform which should put matrimony on another
basis altogether.

The newly married couple went abroad.

When they returned, the young wife was pale and ill-
tempered. She began at once to take riding-lessons. The
world scented mischief and waited. The man looked as if
he were guilty of a base act and was ashamed of himself,
It all came out at last.

“They have not been living like brother and sister,”
said the world.

“What? Without loving one another? But that is—
well, what is it?”

“A forbidden relationship!” said the materialists,
45
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KARRIED

“It is a spiritual marriage!”’

“Or incest,”’ suggested an anarchist.

Facts remained facts, but the sympathy was on the
wane.! Real life, stripped of All make-believe, ocon-
fronted? them and began to take revenge.

The lawyer practised his profession, but the wife’s
profession was practised by a maid and a nurse. There-
fore she had no occupation. The want of occupation en-
couraged brooding, and she brooded a great deal over her
position. She found it unsatisfactory. Was it right that
an intellectual woman like her should spend her days in
idleness?

Once her husband had ventured to remark that no one
compelled her to live in-idleness. He never did it again.

“She had no profession.”

“True; to be idle was no profession. Why didn’t she
nurse the baby?”

“Nurse the baby? She wanted a profession which
brought in money.”

“Was she such a miser, then? She had already more
than she knew how to spend; why should she want to earn
money?”’

“To be on an equal footing with him.”

“That could never be, for she would always be in a
position to which he could never hope to attain. It was
aature’s will that the woman was to be the mother, not
the man.”

“A very stupid arrangement!”

lon the wane, |} H, ¥ %3. 2confronted, T T # .
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MARRIED

“Very likely! The opposite might have been the case,
but that would have been equally stupid.”

“Yes; but her life was unbearable. It didn’t satisfy

her to live for the family only, she wanted to live for others
as well.”

“Hadn'’t she befter begin with the family? There was
plenty of time to think of the others.”

The conversation might have continued through all
eternity; as it was it only lasted an hour.

The lawyer was, of course, away almost all day long,
and even when he was at home he had his consulting
hours. It drove Adeline nearly mad. He was always
locked in his consulting-room with other women who
confided information to him which he was bound to keep
secret. These secrets formed a barrier between them, and
mads hor fcel that he was more than a mateh?! for her.

It roused a sullen hatred in her heart; she resented the
iﬁji:astice of their mutual relationship; she sought for a
means to drag him down., Come down he must, so that
they should be on the same level.

One day she proposed the foundation of a sanatoriuai.
He said oll he could against it, for he was very busy with
bis practice. But on further consideration he thought
that occupation of some sort might be the saving of her;
perhaps it would help her to settle down.

The sanatorium was founded; he was one of the directors.

She was on the Committee and ruled. When she had
ruled for six months, she imagined herself so well up in

1 mateh, g F-.
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MARRIED

the art of healing that she interviewed patients and gave
them advice,

“It’s eagy enough,” she said.

Then it happened that the house-surgeon made a mis-
take, and she straightway lost all confidence in him, It
further happened that one day, in the full consciousness
of her superior wisdom, she prescribed for a patient her-
gelf, in the doctor’s absence. The patient had the prescrip-
tion made up, took it and died.

This necessitated a removal to another centre of activity.
But it disturbed the equilibrium.! A second child, which
was born about the same time, disturbed it still more and,
to make matters worse, a rumour of the fatal accident was
spreading through the town.

The relations hetween husband and wife were unlovely
and sad, for there had never been any love between them.
The healthy, powerful natural instinct, which docs not
reflect, was absent; what remained was an unpleasant
liaison founded on tho uncertain calculations of a selfish
friendship.

She never voiced the thoughts hatched behind her burn-
ing brow after she had discovered that she was mistaken
in believing that she had a higher mission, but she made
her husband suffer for it.

Her health failed; she lost her appetite and refused to
go out. She grew thin and seemed to be suffering from
a chronic cough. The husband made her repeatedly un-
dergo medical examinations, but the doctors were unable
to discover the cause of her malady. In the end he became

1equilibrium, ¥y #4.
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MARRIED

g0 accustomed to her constant complaints that he paid
no more attention to them.

“I know it’s unpleasant to have an invalid wife,” she
said.

Ho admitted in his heart that it was anything but pleas-
ant; had he loved her, he would neither have felt nor ad-
mitted it.

Her emaciation! became so alarming, that he could not
shut his eyes to it any longer, and had to consent to her
suggestion that she should consult a famous professor.

Adeline was examined by the celebrity. “How long
have you been ill?”’ he asked.

“I have never been very strong since 1 left the country,”
she replied. ‘I was born in the country.”

“Then you don’t feel well in town?”’

“Well? Who cares whether I feel well or not?” And
her face assumed an expression which left no rocom for
doubt: she was a martyr.

“Do you think that country air would do you good?”
continued the professor.

“Candidly, I believe that it is the only thing which
could save my life.”

“Then why don’t you live in the country?”

“My husband couldn’t give up his profession for my
sake.”

‘“He has a wealthy wife and we have plenty of lawyers.”

“You think, then, that we ought to live in the
country?”’

“Certainly, if you believe that j{ would do you good.

lemaciation, 3 .
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MARRIED

You are not suffering from any organic disease, but your
nerves are unstrung; conntry air would no doubt benefit
you.”

Adeline returned home to her husband very depressed.

“Well?” .

“The professor, had sentenced her to death if she re-
mained in town.”

The lawyer was much upset. Bub since the fact that
his distress was mainly caused Ly the thought of giving
up his practice was very apparent, she held that she had
absolute proof that the question of her health was a matter
of no importance to him.

“What? He didn’t believe that it was a matter of life
and death? Didn’t he think the professor knew better
than he? Was he going to let her die?” -

He was not going to let her die. He bought an estate
in the country and engaged an inspector to look after it.

As a sheriff and a district-judge were living on the spot,
the lawyer had no occupation. The days seemed to him
as endless as they were unpleasant. Since his income had
stopped with his practice, he was compelled to live on his
wife’s money. In the first six months he read a great
deal and played “Fortuna.” In the second six months
he gave up reading, as it served no object. In the third
he amused himself by doing needle-work.

His wife, on the other hand, devoted herself to the farm,
pinned up her skirts to the knees and went into the stables.
She came into the house dirty, and smelling of the cow-
shed. She felt well and ordered the labourers about that
it was a pleasurs to hear her, for she had grown up in the
oountry and knew what she was about.
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MARRIED

- When her husband complained of having nothing to do,
she laughed at him.

“Find some occupation in the house. No one need
ever be idle in a house like this.”

He would have liked to suggest some outsule occupation,
but he had not the courage.

He ate, slept, and went for walks. If he happened to
enter the barn or the stables, he was sure to be in the
way and be scolded by his wife.

One day, when he had grumbled more than usual, while
the children had been running about, neglected by the
nurse, she said:

“Why don’t you look after the children? That would
give you something to do.”

He stared at her. Did she really mean it?

“Well why chouldn’t he look after the children? Was
there anything strange in her suggestion?”

. He thought the matter over and found nothing strange in
it. Henceforth he took the children for a walk every
day.

One morning, when he was ready to go out, the children
werg not dressed. The lawyer felt angry and went grum-
bling to his wife; of the servants he was afraid.

“Why aren’t the children dressed?” he asked.

“Because Mary is busy with other things. Why don’t
you dress them? You've nothing else to do. Do you
consider it degrading® to dress your own children?”

He considered the matter for a while, but could see
nothing degrading in it. He dressed them.

1degrading, 4= 5 2}; bk i€ A #%.
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MARRIED

One day he felt inclined to take his gun and go out by
himself, although he never shot anything.

His wife met him on his return.

“Why didn’t you take the children for a walk this momn-
ing?”’ she asked sharply and reproachfully.

“Because I didn’t feel inclined to do so0.”

“You didn’t feel inclined? Do you think I want to
work all day long in stable and barn? One ought to do
something useful during the day, even if it does go against
one’s inclination,”

“So as to pay for one’s dinner, yon mean?”’

“If you like to put it that way! If I were a big man
like you, I should be ashamed to be lying all day long
on a sofa, doing nothing.”

He renlly felt ashamed, and henceforth he established
himself the children’s nurse. He never failed in his duties.
He saw no disgrace in it, yot he was unhappy. Somcthing
was wrong, somewhere, he thought, but his wife always
managed to carry her point.

She sat in the office and interviewed inspector and over-
seer; she stood in the storc-room and weighed out stores
for the cottagers. Everybody who came on the estate
asked for the mistress, nobody ever wanted to see the
master.

One day he took the children past a field in which cattle
were grazing. He wanted to show them the cows and
cautiously took them up to the grazing herd. Al at once
a black head, raised above the backs of the other animals,
stared at the visitors, bellowing softly.

The lawyer picked up the children and ran back to
the fence as hard as he could. He threw them over and

b2
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MARRIED

tried to jump it himself, but was caught on the tuvp. No-
ticing some women on the other side, he shouted:

“The bulll the bulll”

But the women merely laughed, and went to pull the
children, whose clothes wero covered with mud, out of
the ditch.

“Don’t you see the bull?”’ he screamed.

“It’s no bull, sir,” replied the eldest of the women, “the
bull was killed a fortnight ago.”

He came home, angry and ashamed and complained of
the women to his wife. But she only laughed.

In the afternoon, as husband and wife were together
in the drawing-room, there was a knock at the door.

“Coms inl”’ she called out.

One of the women who had witnessed the adventure with
the bull cams in, holding in her hand the lawyer’s gold
chain,

“I believe this belongs to you, M’m,” she said hesi-
tatingly.

Adeline looked first at the woman and then at her
husband, who stared at the chain with wide-open
eyes,

“No, it belongs to your master,” she said, taking the
proffered chain. “Thank you! Your master will give
you something for finding it.”

He was sitting there, pale and motionless.

“I bave no money, ask my wife to give you something,”
he said, taking the necklet.

Adeline took a crown out of her big purse and handed

it to the woman, who went away, apparently without un.
derstanding the scene.
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MARRIED

“You might have spared me this humiliation!” he said,
and his voice plainly betrayed the pain he felt.

“Are you not man enough to take the responsibility for
your words and actions on your own shoulders? Are you
ashamed to wear a present I gave you, while you expeot
me to wear yours? You’re a coward! And you imagine
yourself to be a man!”

Henceforth the poor lawyer had no peace. Wherever
he went, he met grinning faces, and farm-labourers and
maid-servants from the safe retreat of sheltered nooks,
shouted “the bulll the bull!” whenever he went past.

Adeline had resolved to attend an auction and stay
away for a week. She asked her husband to look after
the servants in her absence.

On the first day the cook came and asked him for money
for sugar and coffee. He gave it to her. Three days later
sho came again and asked hira for the same thing. He
expressed surprise at her having already spent what he had
given her.

“T don’t want it all for myself,” she replied, ‘“‘and mis.
tress doesn’t mind.”

He gave her the money. But, wondering whether he
had made & mistake, he opened his wife’s account bock
and began to add up the columns.

He arrived at a strange result, When he had added
up all the pounds for a month, he found it came to a
lispound.t

He continued checking her figures, and the result was
everywhere the same. He took the principal ledger and

Nispound, 3§ & % M | B 4.
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MARRYED

found that, leaving the high figures out of the question,
very stupid mistakes in the additions had been made,
Evidently his wife knew nothing of denominate quantities
or decimel fractions. This unheard of cheating of the
servants must certainly lead to ruin.

His wife came home. After having listened to a de-
tailed account of the auction, he cleared his throat, in-
tending to tell his tale, but his wife anticipated his report:

“Well, and how did you get on with the servants?”

“Oh! very well, but I am certain that they cheat you.”

“Cheat me!”’

“Yes; for instance the amount spent on coffee and sugar
is too large.”

“How do you know?”

“I saw it in your account book.,”

“Indeed! You poked your noss into! my books?”

“Poked my nose into your booksi” No, but I ook it
upon me to check your , . .”

“What business was‘it of yours?”

“And I found that you keep bocks without having the
slightest knowledge of denominato quantities or decimal
fraetions.”

“What? You think I don’t know?”

“No, you don’t! And therefore the foundations of the
establishment are shaky. . Your book-keeping is all hum-
bug, old girl!”

“My book-keeping concerns no one but myself.”

“Incorrect book-keeping is an offence punishable by
law; if you are not liable, then I am.”

1 poked your nose into, ¥ &% ¥4 F 1.
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MARRIED

“The law? I care a fig for the law!”

“T daresay! But we shall get into ite clutches, if not
you, then most certainly I! And therefore I am going to
be book-keeper in the future.”

“We can engage a man to do it.”
“No, that’s not necessary! I have nothing else to do.”
And that settled the matter.

But once the husband cccupied the chair at the desk
and the people came to see Aimi, the wife lost all intereat
in farming and cattle-breeding.

A violent reaction set in; she no longer attended to the
cows and calves, but remained in the house. There she
sat, hatching fresh plots.

But the husband had regained a fresh hold on life. He
took an eager interest in the estate and woke up the people.
Now he held the reins; managed everything, gave orders
and paid the bills.

One day his wife came into the office and asked him
for a thousand crowns to buy a piano.

“What are you thinking of#* said the husband. “Just
when we are going to re-build the stabies! We haven’t
the means to buy a piano.”

“What do you mean?” she replied. “Why haven’t we
got the means? Isn’t my money sufficient?”

“Your money?”

“Yes, my money, my dowry.”

“That has now become the property of the family.”

“That is to say yours?”

“No, the family’s. The family is a small community,
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MARRIED

the only one which possesscs common property which, as
a rule, is administered by the husband.”

“Why should he administer it and not the wife?”

“Because he has more time to give to it, since he does
not bear children.”

“Why couldn’t they administer it jointly?’”

“For the same reason that a joint stock company has
only one managing director. If the wife administered as
well, the children would claim the same right, for it is their
property, too.”

“This is mere hair-splitting. I think it’s hard that I
should have to ask your permission to buy a piano out of
my own money.”

“It’s no longer your money.”

“But yours?”

“No, not mine either, but the family’s. And you are
wrong when you say that you ‘have to ask for my per-
miseion’; it’s merely wise that you should consult with the
administrator as to whether the position of affairs war-
rants your spending such a large sum on a luxury.”

“Do you call & piano a luxury?” ‘

“A new piano, when therse is an old one, must be termed
a luxury. The position of our affairs is anything but satis-
factory, and therefore #f doesn’t permit you to buy a new
piano at present, but I, personally, can or will have noth-
ing to say-against it.”

“An expenditure of & thousand crowns doesn’t mean
mjn.3!

“To incur a debt of a thousand crowns at the wrong
time may be the first step towards ruin.”

““All this means that you refuse to buy me a new piano}”
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MARRIED

‘“No, 1 won’t say that. The uncertain position ot
affairs . . .”

“When, oh! when will the day dawn on which the wife
will manage her own affairs and have no need to go beg-
ging to her husband?”

“When she works herself. A man, your father, has
earned your money. The men have gained all the wealth
there is in the world; therefore it is but just that a sister
should inherit less than her brother, especially as the
brother is born with the duty to provide for a womsn,
while the sister need not provide for & man. Do you
understand?”’

“And you call that justice? Can you honestly main-
tain that it is? Ought we not all to share and share
alike?”

“No, not always. One ought fo share according to
circumstances and merit. The idler who liesin the grass
and watches the mason building & house, should have a
smaller share than the masgon.”

“Do you mean to insinuate that I am lazy?”

“H’m! I’d rather not say anything about that. But
when I used to lie on the sofa, reading, you considered
me a loafer, and I well remember that you said something
to that effect in very plain language.”

“But what am T to do?”

“Take the children out for walks.”

“I'm not constituted to look after the children.”

“But there was a time when I had to do it. Let me tell
you that a woman who says that she is not constituted to
look after children, isn’t a woman. But that fact doesn’t
make a man of her, by any means. What is she, then?”
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MARRIED

“Shame on you that you should speak like that of the
mother of your children!”

“What does the world call & man who will have nothing
to do with women? Isn'y it something very ugly?”

“I won’t hear another word!”

And she left him and locked herself into her room.

She fell ill. The doctor, the almighty man, who took
over the care of the body when the priest lost the care of
the soul, pronounced country air and solitude to be harmful.
" They were obliged to return to town so that the wife
could have proper medical treatment.

Town had a splendid effect on her health; the air of
the slums gave colour to her cheeks.

The lawyer practised his profession and so husband and
wife had found safety-valves for their temperaments which
refused to blend,
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