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When you want to add an image to Wikipedia or 

donate it to our collection, you have to upload it 

to our site and give us some information about 

the image. 
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What can I upload? 

• You ŵaǇ upload ǁorks that Ǉou Đreated eŶtirelǇ 
yourself.  

• This iŶĐludes photos aŶd ǀideos of alŵost eǀerǇthiŶg 
as long as they have educational value.  

• You ŵaǇ also upload origiŶal graphs, ŵaps, diagraŵs, 
and audio. 
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What is not allowed on Commons 

• BǇ default, Ǉou ĐaŶ’t upload soŵeoŶe else’s ǁork. 
This includes material such as: logos, CD/DVD covers, 

promotional photos, screenshots of TV shows, movies, 

DVDs, and software drawings of characters from 

comics, TV, or movies – even if you drew them 

• Most piĐtures puďlished oŶ the iŶterŶet. 
• Photos of Ǉou Ŷot takeŶ ďǇ Ǉou (the ĐopǇright holder 
is the person who took the photograph unless it is a 

formal work for hire). 
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Go to commons.wikimedia.org,  

aŶd ĐliĐk ͞Upload͟  
(Be sure you are logged in.) 

 

 

 

CliĐk ͞Neǆt͟ at the ďottoŵ 

right-hand corner of the page. 



Wikimedia Commons 
https://commons.wikimedia.org 

 

 

Select a file from your computer  

to upload. 
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SeleĐt ǁhether the file is Ǉour oǁŶ ǁork or soŵeoŶe else’s.  
If it is soŵeoŶe else’s, eŶter the author aŶd the sourĐe, theŶ 
select the applicable copyright status. 
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Enter a unique title that describes the file and a detailed 

description of it. Add one or more categories that specify the 

subject of the file. 
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After ĐoŵpletiŶg Ǉour upload, Ǉou’ll fiŶd iŶstruĐtioŶs for usiŶg it 
on wiki pages and elsewhere on the web. 
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OŶĐe Ǉou’ǀe uploaded Ǉour file to Wikiŵedia CoŵŵoŶs, Ǉou ĐaŶ 
use the VisualEditor to add it to a Wikipedia article without 

having to use wikicode. Just follow these steps. 
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Do a search, and click the image you want. 
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To caption an image, select  

it and click the media icon. 

 

Drag the image to reposition it. 

Save page. 
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Misconceptions about copyright licenses 

• ͞I released ŵǇ photo uŶder a free liĐeŶse. That ŵeaŶs I gaǀe up ŵǇ 
ĐopǇright.͟   
• ͞I oǁŶ a ĐopǇ of a photo, therefore I aŵ the ĐopǇright holder.͟   
• ͞I took the photo of this ĐopǇrighted ǁork ŵǇself, so it’s Ŷot Đoǀered ďǇ 
aŶǇoŶe else’s ĐopǇright.͟   
• ͞I sĐaŶŶed aŶd ŵodified this ǁork, so I oǁŶ the sole ĐopǇright for this 
version. 

 

NO, YOU DON’T ! 
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Well, then 

Thank you! 

See you on Commons  

 

Nahid Sultan 

Administrator, Wikimedia Commons 


