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[ I, JOEN ROSS BENGE of 85 Nottingham Street, Karori, Wellington,
do solemnly and sincerely declare

THAT I was born in New Zealand on the 8th January 1921, and 1
scrved in the Armed Forces of the Crown first as a member of the

R.N.Z.A.F., and later as a merber of the Fleet Air Arm with the rank
of Lieutenant (A) until I was captured by tne Japanese.

THAT on the 9th March 1944 while serving as a Lieutenant in the
Fleet Air Arm I wvas a pessenger on the merchant vessel M.V. "BEHAR"

en route from New Zcalard to Ceylicn and was captured by a Japancse
cruiser, which sunk the "3ehar" vwith shell fire.

THAT with the other cspitvrecd niiscners, I was taken to Batavia
and imprisoned in the Navali Bzrracks there, where 35 of us were con-
fined in a brick ronm witn a tiiel floor for a week. We were not sup-
plied with any bedding during this week and apart from the fact that
there was a Jap2anese guard at the Joor and that food-of-sorts was
brought to us, no one tcok any notice cf us. The food consisted of
"left-overs" of rice from the tatles of our Japanese captors, and some
kind of slops. All of us were suffering from diarrhoea, and as there
was only one lavatory and no washing conveniences, we soon got into a
filthy condition as we were kept locked up during the night. The Naval

Barracks in which we were imprisoned for this week was formerly known
as the "K.L.M. Hotel" so I was informed.

THAT at the end of a week we were interrogated by an English
speaking Japanesc Naval officer. VWe were actually divided up into
parties of six and taken to a private house for questioning by these
English speaking Naval officers. They aslked us all sorts of questions,
but treated us well, made all sorts of promises to us and supplied us
with cigarcttes. I have no commlaint to make regarding the treatment
I received froii' them. We were kent at a private house for approxi-

mately six weeks while this questioning was going on, and the Japanese
Naval Intelligence officer who interrogzated me was named "TAKIY,

THAT after six weeks of this relatively comfortable treatiment we
were taken back %o the Navzl Barracks where we were photographed and

told that we were being taken to Japan for repatriation. We were then

taken by train to SURABEYU in charge of Taki who was friendly and
treated us well.

THAT at Surabs;u we were imprisoned three in a cell in the old
Dutch Naval Base and kept there for a month. We were not allowed out-

gside the cell and had no exercise during that month apart from pacing
up and down the cell which measures approximately 8 ft. by 5 ft. We
were again questioncd there and told that we had told lices to our cap-

tors in Batavia., This was, in fact, true as we did tell lies to our
captors there.
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THAT we wcre then blirdfclied and handcuffed and taken and
placed aboard s troopakip - a former carzo ship - and taken to
Japan. This voyage Lasted for i7 or 18 days and five other prisoners
and nyself were takea on this chip.

THAT the nanes and addresces of my fellew prisoners were:d-—

Lieutenant Ssmuel Par¥ror (Yavy New Zealand

Lieutenant Jaites Codvin (Navy, FNew Zealand

Captain Maurice Symors, €06 ZBecchirovd Drive, Jordan Hill, Glasgow

Captoin Percy Creen (Morchant Nzvy) C/nEutterfield_pnd Swyre,
Jong keng.

Chief Wireless Ozerasor Arilizy

Fe

THAT during thic %-~ip to Jdapan we were ltep’ handcuffed to the
wall of the cabin exceni whea wae were relea3ad for sowe other form of
111-treatment. Ye wers confirel iwo in a cabin, bot we were continu-
ally changod so that duriag the voyage I had as o cabln nabte each of
the sbove nomed men ot one time or arowther during ithe voyzse. The
Disciplinary Cfficer in charge cf us was a Ntwe star Fetty Officer,
and I think his numner was 28743, Zewis a typical Jap In mpearance
and I do not know his nrime. Xcr no reaacn at all he kept Captain
Symons and myself standiaz on tipToe, tisd oy our thumbs to the roof
of the cabin for a period of five hcurs without =a breal;, anc during a
rouch sea. I was slso ferced Yo ac "on hnnds and feet un and down
oxercises" with my- hends handcuffed ciose together. We were all
forced to do this ezercise snd .7 anyone could not keep going or al-
lowed nis bedy bto touch the zicnnd he was kicked by tae Digciplinary
Officer abovenentinned. Arncthe» form of ill-trestment on this ship
was that woe were forceil to kacei ca & lattice type of seat fer periods
up to three quarters of za hour at a time with our faces towards the
wall without movinz. Dhs gurairde behind us would beat our bare feet
with a length of rope and give uc cutis on the 2ide of Hae aead, the
idea bzinz to g2t us to rove or Iz1l off the seat on To the floor
whers we would be klcked. I cauncht identify the gusrds wio were res-—
ponsible for uetins ouv this triatlnent to us.

THAT on arrival in Japen we were taken by train to OFUNA CAlP.
This camp is nov a iisted or rzzisiered Prisorer-of-war Gamp but a
sort of interrczation ecamp. It was in the Tokio area anld tnere were
approximately about €0 prisoners there at ons tine witi: arafts coming
and going 4o other 2. C.H., Camrs. The Hedical Officer in Ofuna Camp
was a vicious sri cadistic time. We mnew hinm aa "Cecngo Joe'. He
belonged. to the Tckio arca, and ne we2s an untisually tall and powerful
nan phveicallyr for a Japenesc. He was sbenb 5'11L71 in height with a
powerful physique, pale esmplezion, znd a rquare he=zd. re was notor-
ious for the msnner he u3ed in beating and bashink prisoncrs - using
sticks or his fists. Ona of the mriscners in Ofuna was an American
Lieutenant ramed Williar Earris, whose father was Major-Gencral in
char~e of U.S. Marine Aviaiion. 3y studying the Japanese characters

-
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(alphabet) on our identification tags Harris was able to translibe

the Japanese languzge into Englinn and cventuwally was able t0 Urosms .
late news from the Japancse nev=upers. While he was sv uving one

of the other prisoners ¥ept guzri and on one occasion Lieutenant
Commander Boullard of the U. S. Navy wae keeping guard. "Congo Joe"
sneaked up and saw Harris through the window. The alarm was sounded
anc all priscners were "fallen in" on the parade ground. Harris and
Boullard were¢ paraded in front and beaten by "Congo Joe" with a bamboo
crutch. Hariis was beaten about the head and back and buttocks for
about 45 minutes. He Lecame unconscious before the end of the beating
but on the instructions of Conge Joe he was held up by other Japanese
guards. Boullard was alsc Deaten tut as his "erime" was mot so serious
he did not get such a2 bad bestiig as Harris. I also got two severe
beatings from "Congo Joe'!. A%t one Gtime I had to clean out the J apanese
gaard room and cs iLhe prisoners ' are deeperate for cigarettes 1 used
to collect the cigareite tuiis 1ot tr Yhe Japanese guards and take
them back for the uee of tiue pricoimers. 1 was caught taking these
cigarette butts so I ras duly wekasa out vefore the parade with the full
knowledge of the Camp Commandant and beaten ty Congo Joe. He used a
baseball bat - cne that had been made by an American prisoner - and
beat me for about 15 cr 20 minutcs on each occasion with this. I did
not sustain any vermanent iniury from thcse beatings, but they were
very painful at the time as the skin was Ttroken and thef iesh badly
bruised. These beatings were daily occurrenceaty the guards at Ofuna
Camp and there were always cuffs on the side of the head and lesger
beatings with the butt of a rifle or a bayonet scabbard for some 1lmag-
irary breach of carpr discipline. For example one had to ask in Japan-
ese when one desired to visit the latrine. If the guard thought the
prisoner was not sufficiantly servile, the prisoner would receive a blow
from a rifle butt or a biow of the gvard’s fist on the side of the head,
or such like. There wers about 10 guards in Ofcna Camp and all of them
took turns at bashing ard beating the prisoners. Incidentally, "Congo
Joe" was medical "Officer" in ths Camp. He paraded with a tray of
coloured ointments in jars and ucsal one piece of rag for everything.

A mgn being treated for a sore inrvat had the same rag used on his
throat as the man who was tr=ated for haemorrhoids. All the beatings
and thrashings which were ususlily inflicted on the back and buttocks

of the victims were given with the full knowledge and connivance of
the Camp Commandant. I do not know the Commanians’s name but he was a
Warrant Officer and his photogr~yh app.ars in the "Free Lance" of the
3/10/45 at page 28.

'THAT I remained in Ofuna Camp until September 1944 and was then
taken to OMORI TAMP - the Headquarters Camp in the Tokio Area. The
Camp Disciplinarian at this Camp was Sergeant WATANABAE., He was a well
educated Japanece, and he inlormesd us that he had been educated at
Tokio University; that his mother owned one of the few copver mines
in Japan; and that hs had Deen a newspaper reporter. Watanabae used
to talk to us and treat us well some days, and orn other days he got
into a bad humour and bashed and cuffed everyone within reach. Some
days he would rave with temper and swear that he was going to decapitate
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gsomeone. He sorted out former ocfficers among the vrisoners for
special ill-treatment. T saw hin parade all the officers in the
parade ground and then start at the left of the parade and go right
through cuffing and punching everyone on the parade. Sometimes he
ugsed a atick; sometime he usecd nis fists; and on some occasions he
used his sword scabbard. I have been beaten by him on these parades.
On: one occasion he broke some bones in his right hand while beating
the prisonere and had it set by another prisoner Major Richardson of
the United States Medical Corps - and he punched and cuffed Major
Richardson with his scund hand while the injured one was being set.
Watanabae was a sadistizc type znd seemed to get pleasure out of beat-
ings. On one occasion he issued ar instruction that no one was allowed
to smoke in the camp. Thkis iust~2%l0oa did not matter so much when
there were no cigarettes, vut we rezeived some Red Cross parcels with
cigarettes in them, and we smc¥e’. in detiarce of the ban. Ensign Mead
of the U. S. Aviation Corps — lLomne address 2545 Monterey Avenue, San
Marino, California, w=zs cangh® z .¥ing and beat insensible by Watanabae
in front of the parade. Two ciher Amer.cans whom I saw being beaten
by Watanabae were Cherles P. am=on, 2645 Arnold Way, Corvallis, Ore-
gon, and Harold Van Warner, 71 Green Street, Battle Creek, Michigan,
U.S.A.

THAT at one stage a number of the prisoners were employed in the
leather shop making water bottle covers for the Japanese army. We
were glven a quota to fulfil daily, but we seldom fulfilled our quota.

For this we were beaten on parade. I was beaten on a number of .
occasions for not fulfilling my quota - with sticks, sword scabbards,
once by a chair, and with Watanabse's fists. In March 1944 the air

raids by the Allies started, and Watanabae consistently cuffed and beat
us during air-raids. We organised our own A.R.P. system among the
prisoners, but Watanabae assumed comrmand of us and issued orders with
the customary blows, cuffs and kicks. On. one occasion during a raid
Watanabae was on leave and the Camp Commandant instructed us to remain
in bed. Watanabae came back unexpectedly and ordered us out to our
A.R.P. stations. There was a lot of commotion and noise during the raid
and we were nearly shot by the armed guards who thought that we had
rioted. They thought that we were in our quarters and did not know that
Watanagbae had forced us out. The Camp Commandant countermanded Watanabae'
orders and sent us all back to bed. The date was the 12th December 1944.
The next day Watanabae vented his ill-humour on everyone within reach
and practically everyone in camp sustained a black eye from Watanabase.
Watanabas was such a tyrant and bully that the lives of all the prisoners
were controlled by his whims. ZEveryone was suffering from nerves and
everyone wae in a panic when he approached -~ even the other Japanese
guards. The Camp Commandant was weak - he could have stopped Watanabae's
bullying if he had so desired. The Colonel-in-Charge of the Tokio
Prisoner-of-War Area must also have known all about Watanabae's behavior,
because he had an office in our camp. One of the Japanese guards was
named "KANO". He was good to us, and frequently warned us when Watanabae
was around and in a bullying mood. Where we were guilty of minor
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breaches of camp discipline KAN) arranged for us to be dbrought in front
of the Camp Commandant inrstead > Watanabae so that our punishment was
not accompvanied ty thraetings and beatingas. "Kano'"used to go to such
lengths on our behalf that he himseslf suffered beatinzs at the hands of
Watanabae. On the 2Zrd December 1944 Watanabae was transferred from
OMORI together with the Camp Commandant and we had a comparatively good
time in OMORI after their departurs. The new Camp Commandant was
Sergeant Major Ogori and I had a reasonably easy time there until March
1945 when 1 wae trareferred to a branch camp at NAOETSU, The Camp
Commandant at this uew camp was the old commandant from OMORI and his
assistant was Watanata=. There vere necariy 200 Australians in this

camp and conditions were, 17 aryibing, weise than in OMORI, insofar as
beatings viere concarred.  Vvalenana2 Test, runched, cuffed and kicked
everyone within resacih and bhis presisncz made iife a hell for the prisonere

THEAT we were hcuesd i a. 2. wavsinevse building which had had a
dividing flcor pal in. Thoe accormadation for the 200 prisoners there
was definitvely overcrswvaesd., DUl ¢oadldvicns became worse on 3 June 1945
waen another 4C0 Amerrlcan prieozers fren a bombed out camp ab Osaka
were brought in. Condi%ions hecame filthy as there were only 15 latrines
for nearly 70C men - the lavatories were trounghs in the ground floor of
the building, and the stench was indescribable. There were no washing
facilities and clothinz and bodies were infested with lice and fleas.
Prior to the arrival of the Americans from Ofuna we were employed un-
loading a coal ship for about 3 weeks, and we were constantly under the
threat of Watanabze's fists, stick, sword scabbard or feet. We were
constantly cuffed and bullied by him, or were recziving dlows from
sticks or rifle butts, or being kicked. I was frequently cuffed and
kicked during the unloading of this coal shiv. It was dangerous to
fall down while being bashed or cuffed, hecause if one fell to the
ground Watanabae would use his boots and he was not particular where he
kicked a prisoner - on the face, rids, groin, or anywhere. After un-
loading the coal ship I was sent with a working varty to a 3 acre
vegetable camp about 10 kilometres from the camp where we worked from
aporoximately 7.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. or 7.p.m. daily.

TEAT in June 194%L Watanabze left this camp and a Japanese soldier
named "EKONO" was interpreter. He was a "3 badge private" and he cuffed,
kicked, and beat the prisoners the same as Watanabae had done. Ee was
about 5' in height, clight build with very thin face and sunhken cheeks,
aocout 24 years of age and he wore glasses. I cannot definitely now
nane anyone who was deaten by KONO but I received cuffs .md olows from
hinm.

THAT I remained in this camp vntil 15th August 1945 and left Japan
on the Sth September 1945 or the Dutch Hospital Ship "TJITJALENGKA"
arriving at Auckland 0'1 the 3rd Octoier 1945. At the time of ny capture
I was approximately 123 stoue in weight and when I was released my
weight was approximately 7 stone.
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AVD 1 make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the
same to be true, and by virtue of the Justices of the Peace Act 1927.

(Signed) JOHN R. BENGE
Lt R.N.2.¥X.V.R

Declared at Wellington this eleventh day of April 1946 before ne

(Signed) A. MUGGERIDGE
Justice of the Peace

Certified true copy of original
I.N. EVANS '
Flight Lieutenant Royal New Zealand Air Force




