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Having first duly sworn en oath es on attached sheet and in

accordence with the progedure

followed in my country I hereby depose

egs fellows,

1. T am e former lieutenent-general, and from November, 1937 to the

end of Jenuery, 1938 perticipated in the sicze of Nenking as Chief of

Staff of the 16th Division under the commend of the Shenghai Ex-

peditionaery Force.

Ce

“hile the 16th Division was cerrying out a pursuit attack towards

Chuyung in Dec. 19 orders were reeeived to etteck Nanking on or about

Deoember 3rd, and sterted its advenee but on or egbout the 8th of the

Same month wes ordered to stop further cdvanee et a peint ¢three or four

Kilometers from Nanking. Furthermore we were ordercd that, ps Nenking
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was the cepitel of Chine end there rere meny foreign interests, cultural
and historicel remeins, end culturel institutions, not to destroy £hem,
and, that et the time of triumphal entry into the city, to send =

seleet unit in order to plecote and treet the citizen kKindly end to
meintein order. I hed this point made known thoroughly with the re-
spective units.

3. Whet troubled us mest during the atteck on Nenking were the dettle
fought in the vicinity of Tsuehinshen where the 33rd Regiment feeed the
encmy and that fought in the vicinity of Chungshan-ling, the divisions
main front. The division peid no small price to cepture Nenking with-
out demeging Tsuchinshan and the Heigoling of the Ming Dynesty which
were speeified in the erders. The Chinese units oceupying the viecinity
of Chungshan-ling were not only the greatest obstruction te thc
divisions front, but also by firing et the reer end flan!: of the 33
Regiment, which was attacking Tsuchinshen, they heressed thc regiment td
no end. Still, our Army had to stand the disadventage of refraining
from using artillery prices, not to mention of the use of heevy infantry
weopons. These facts hindered our ecdvance generelly and we were forced
Lo suffer a great less ncedlessly. However, because of our sacrifice,
Chushan-ling and Hsieeling of the Ming Dynesty werc kept inteet, and

the regiment, whiceh finally oecupicd Tsuehinshon in spite of the

difficultics, was given ¢ letter of appreciation from the Army Commendsr

after the cempeizn.
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4. The 16th Division, which hed reeched the wells of Nenking at Chungshan
Men et the deawm of December, 13th,1937, sent in about two bettalions into
the city end hod them sweep the area previously indicated, that is, the
arca cmbrecing Hoipingshén. Shenyuan-men, Hsia-men and Chungshan Road.

The sweeping was continued on the next day also. On the fifteenth
of Dcecember the 16th Division headquerters and e smell unit entercd the
city, but no inhabitants hed evacuated from the arce under the cherge
of the division. On Deccember 23rd dispositions ef troops were chengecd.

A pert of the 16th Division wes given new disposition of guerding the

inside and outside of the city, substituting enother unit which entcred

the city previously, and remained in Nenking until about January 20th

of the following year.
5. The refugees' aree beceme, after the change in disposition of Dccember
23rd, included in the gerrison district of the 16th Division. The area

was marked out cleerly at the time of entry and was guerded strictly

simultaneously with the entry and even officers were not permitted to go
in or out of this area unless they hed special permission. After the
Central China Aree Army and the Commander of the Shanghei Fxpeditionary
Army entered the city, instructions were often issucd to meintein strict
militery end moral dicipline and I passed these orders to every unit.

6. At the time ef the occupation of Nenking all the responsible
administrative personnel had alreedy fled from the city. There wasn't

: . . and
8 single one remalnin%hfonsoquently the Jepanese troops could find no
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persen with whom they eould negotiste ia regerd to meintaeining peécg

and order. JIndeed the situation wes such thet our troops had no other
alternetive but to take over into their hends the mointcnonce of erder.
Jtwes extremely }nconvenient for both the Jepenese troops and the
Chinese inhebitants.

7. After entering the city we found on the highway from the Chungshan
Men of the city limits of Nemking to Hsia-Men a great deal of discerded
uni forms, sabers, emmunition, rifles, and caps. Judging from the
circumstances, it wvas clear that the soldiers who had thrown ewvay these
military equipment would coneeel themselves in the eity in civilien

attire. And yet when we made our sweep inside of the eity limits of

Nenking, there were no Chinese to be seen with the exception of the

refugee area. Consequently it was also quite obvious thet the defeated
remnant troops who had thrown their military equi pment away end were in
civilian garments hed filtered 1into the refugees' ares. Thercfore,
being unable to trust that all the inhabitants in the refugees' area
were peaceable citizens, the necessity of investigating the inhebitants

of the area came about.

8., Thus, a Sino-Japanese Joint Commissjon wes ogganized on Dec.
to investigate the inhabitents.

The method of investigation wes to interrogote or inspect the Chinese
one by one in the presence of bobh Jepencse nnd Chinese end judge wheiher

he wos a straggler or not by eonsultation of the Yapcnese soldiers and
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the Chincse Committees; for the general peeple, certificetes of residence
were issued. Those who were determined to be stregglers by these means
were turned over to the Headquarters of the Shenghei Expeditionary Force.
Lececordingly, it is indeed not true that they were slanghtered.
9. As almost 2ll the villoages outside of Nanking were set on fire oy
Chinese troops putting the so-celled "scorch earth® operation into
proctice ¢s they retreated so thet the Japanese treops didn't even have
any houses to billet cnd almost 211 the units were forced to cemp out.
Common s such "scorch earth" operations of the Chinese troeps were, the
burning of homes were es;ecially numerous in the erea of this bettle.
Even inside of the Manking fortress there were traces of fire here
and there when we first entered. These were said to be fires started by
the Chinese troops as they retreated. Begause of the necessity of
mainteining billeting fecilities in cold weather, the Hecadquarters order-
ed every unit to be on the alert ageinst fire ot e2ll time, end a re-
sponsible mon was picked to control fire in eech unit. But in spite of
these precautions, there were times when we caught Chinese girls wiih

certificotes of residence sterting fires.

10. I did receive reports from the militery police of a2 few instances

of plunder committed by Japanese soldiers. However, a2s the residents

fled, their belongings were carried with them and most of their houses
were proctically empty. I never did hear of any organized or mess

plundering. Needless to say it is gbsolutely without feet thet the
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Hecdquarters ordered, connived, or permitted such illegal cets. I was
informed directly by Chinese victims that nmost of the plundering and
destruction in the battle-fields of China wre the common acts of ree
treating Chinese troops ar? thome cdesperate reople who tC0n2Y chances to
force themselves in the area.

1l1. The protcction cf foreign interests and cultural institutions was
strictly ordered by General M:TSUL and wes macde known down to the last
unit under his cormand. The Chinese, however, were skilful in hiding
behind foreign interests. They used to espccia}ly abuse the use of
foreign flags and there were cases in which stregeler Chinese soldiers
were found hiding under a foreign flag. I got such reports many times

from the Chinese even within the Nanking fortress. C(Consequently, it is

true that the Japanese troops could not at once identify the existence

of foreign flogs as being synonymous of foreign interests with confidence.
and sometimes they could not help reiding places that impressed them as
being dangerous. It is regrettable that these raids gave rise to ell
kinds of complications,

12. There is no such fact that orgenized rapes vere committed by

Japanese soldiers. There were a few scattered of fenses concerning dis-

cipline as I recall but I know they were all punished in accordance with

the laws.
13. The places where buried bodies were said to have been found according
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to the evidence presented by the prosecution are those pleces where the
Chinese trooprs had M™Mu 1t nogsitiors end defended themselves as in the
case of area hratween *“hunzshan lan end '-GUN" or nlaces where there

were facilities for the recei-‘ne 0fF She dend and wounied . frox thelir
4. V.

positions as in the case of Tairing-Ll-n Mukuclehan end the vicinity.

It is & fact that mony of “he sola:

these areas. But never was

places.
1}.].0 Fﬂ"len the 164.411 :"-
efforts were concentrated o mainrt , a3 oracr. A8 the Yeo-

-

sult order wes restored in the citv, the confused pechle were straighten

out and they were gracduvolly returrning to their homes with corfidence in

2T ¢

the Japanese trcoogs. General VATSUL s order to trcot the inhabitants
kindly was so thorougheoing th | riv e the end of the year the
/ssembly of the Maintenance of Public Order was orgenimed and at the
inaugural ceremony held on Janvery 1, 1938, thousandz upon thousands

of Chinese gothered at the public squere in front of Kilou, the place
of ceremony, and cheered. Subsequently, the nvmber of residents was
increasing and even peddlers were seen more and more. Jt is absolutely

not true that illegel and violent acts of the Jananese troops were

frizhtening the inhabitaents at that time.
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On this 22r4 day of September, 1017

s 4B

at Tolc,

Pevonent: /8/ NKLSLWL, Mitsuo (seal)

I, JOD.I, Tekayoshi herebhy cor+t- < che

sWorn by the deponens, rin

e
¢.

presence of this Witnees,

On the same date

™ '

- At Tokyo

Witness: kaysshi (seal)

O.TH

In accordance with My conscicnce I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and 24¢ing Cloing,

/2, _{9@}5{&;. Mitsuo (seal)
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The following corrections should be made on the

Defense “Yocument No. 2667 (hcfiStd)

L, maregreph 2, line 3
"but on or about the 9th of" should read "hut
on or aovout the 8th of"™

Yage 3, maragrenh 4, line 4

"Heia-men" shouvld resd

’age 3, »narngranh 5, lines

"Therc wasn't o single one remaininz” shovld res
"There vosn't & sinple rdministrstive nerson
remeinin="

Paze 4, neve~ranh 7, line

"Heiose=men" shorld recd




