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I gent my general appraval frow

Chequers to a proposal for landing ¥ar
Free French forces in West Afrien,

ff‘:{ ﬁ;l Gaulle, Maj.-Gen. Spears and v
outiias o8 had ‘evolved & plan 1ol Aug 13 and  we went through
outline, of which the object wasg to @1 the aspects of this doubtful and
ralse the Free French flag in e the aspects of this doubtful a

ica, to. oceupy Dakar, and thus
Consolidate the French Colonjes in
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ON the evening of August 3, 1940 ventt , _
Ment of Vice-Adml, John Cunning-

SR

enture. 1 approved the appoint-

~and Maj.-Gen, Irwin as the
forumanders of the expedition. They
fisited me at Chequers on the night

fomplex affair. 1 drafted their in-

structions myseif.

B

® ! thus undertook -lll. an éxée tion-

West and Equatorial Africa for| 4 : | *
B o Wi - S al  degree the initiation and ad-
ien, de Gaulle, and later to rally the yocacy® of the Dakar expedition, to

French Colonies in North Africa.

_ On August 4 the Chiefs of Staft
Committee considered the details of
this plan ‘a8 worked out 'further by
the  Joint Planning Sub-Committee, |}
and drew up their report for the
War Cabinet, The Proposalg of the

Chiefs of Staff were based on the
three following assumptions:
.‘*~mfl‘, th&t: : ﬂ'le ) fmﬁ i mult be
and loaded so that it could
Jand in any Krench West Africun
port; ' = o R

~ Secondly, that the _éxpcditjon '
should consist entirely »Cf o+ Free

French troops, and have “ho British

clements, except the ships in which

it moved and their naval escort:
Thirdly, that the matter should

be settled ag between Frenchmen, |
that the expedition wouid land with- |

out effective opposition.

1t soon became clear that General |
¢ Gaulle required more British sup- |

port than the Chiefs of Staff had con-
templated. They represented to me
that this would involve commitments
larger and more enduring than those
which had been foreseen, and also
that the expedition was beginning to
lose ‘its Free Fresch character

' Ofir resources were at this time so
 severely strained that this extension
could not be lightly aceepted. How-
ever, on August 6 I conferred with
General de Gaulle, and at 11 p.m.
on August 7 I presided over a ineet-

ing of the Chiefs of Staff Committee

on the project. It was agreed that § Pnkar!”

the best place to land the Free|

Freneh force was Dakar I stated
that the expedition must be suffi-
ciently backed by British troops to
ensure its success, and asked for a
larger plan ‘on these lines. 2

- On Aug. 13 I brought the. matter
| before the War Cabinet, explaining
:that it went farther than the origi-
‘nal plan of & purely French expedi-
tion, | 2 N
~ The detalls of landing six different
parties at dawn on the beaches near
‘Da‘a‘:ar pnd tius dispersing the efforts
of the defenders, assuming there
was opposition, were examined by
my colleagues, The War Cabinet ap-

proved the plan, subject to consi-|

' ey

. Dakar was a prise; railying the
| t‘eneh colonial empiré a greater.
*§rhere was a fair chance of gainin

-
i
f

which the code name “Menace” was

assigned. OF this, although T can.
not feel we were well served on all

Gccasiops and eertainly had bad

ck, I never at any time repented.

il

hese results without bloodshed, an
_ felt in my finger-tips that Vichy

rance would not declare war’

'@UR two dangers were now delay
" and leakage, and the first aggra-

vated the second

At this time the Free French forces
in England were a band of exiled

1 heroes in armg againgt the reigning |
Government of their country. They |
were ready Ao fire on their own fei- |
low-countrymeh, and aceept the: sink.
§ ing of French warships by British
gund, Their leaders lay under sen-

tence of death.

Who can wonder at, still less

biame them for, a tenseness of emo-
tion or even,for indiscretion?

The War Cabinet could give or-
ders to our own troops without any-
tne but the commanders and the
Chiefs of Staff circle having to be
nformed of our intentions. But
seneral de Gaulle had te carry his
rallant band of Frenchmen with him.
[fany got to know., Dakar became
ommon talk  among the French
roops. At a dinner in a Liverpool
yestaurant French officers toasted

Our assault landing-graft had to
fravel on trelleys acroés England.
from near Portsmouth to Liveérpoel, .

gand their escort wore tropical kit.

(To Be Continued)

deration by the Foreign Secretary|

upon the chances of Viehy France
declaring war, Measuring the situa-
tion as far as T could, I did not be-

lieve this would happen, .
I had now become set vpon this
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