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OPINIONS.

This poem, styled by the author as ““the
death of Narayan Rav Peishwa,” contains
825 verses in different metre, generally used
in metrical compositions and has for its motto a
distich from the Fifth Act of Shakuntala, which
runs as follows ‘ ENFEETIZFAGAINT || @779
YT ar: Eree: ||

The motto is a beautiful selection, as it serves
at once to show the character of the prominent
personage in the poem.—Auandi Bai. The writer
opens his poem with an address to the fort of
Sattara, where. he supposes himself to be seated
engrossed irrreveries and holding communion with
the bulwark of the Maratha Empire. The poet
in his revery imagines that he hears a beautiful
piece of advice from the once honored fort—now
lying forlorn. After this, the poet, as if come to
Liis senses, sees nothing but dead quiet. He then
proceeds to describe the fort—its strength, its
magnitude, its picturesque environs, its gigantic
ramparts, its stupendous gates, its beautiful and
magnificient domes and palaces, its sweet water-
reservoirs, its natural and artificial products, and
ends the scene with a charming and sublime des-
cription of Shivaji and his political and spiritual
tutor and adviser—the all-revered Ramdas. Vivid
fancy and natural expression are the striking fea-
tures of this whole piece. At first sight this
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description of Satiri appears to be irrelevant to
the subject the poet had in hand; but, after pro-
ceeding a little further, it begins to appear as an
admirable part of a harmonious whole ; for, the
poet has brought Narayan Rav with his uncle
Righoba Dada to the Cou:t of Ram Raja for re-
ceiving the honors and drass of the minister or
Peishwa at the hands of the Chhatrapati. This
ceremony of investiture was necessary according
to the national custom, still in vogue at Native
Courts. As the first scene is laid at Satard, it
does not appear irrelevant, if thepoets’ muse turns
a little to its description. The full Darbar of
Ram Raja calls the attertion of the poet next,
who has painted it with a felicity—not to be found
in the other four prize poems. The story of the
Darbar, if viewed from the strict ~stand-point of
history, is much loose and introducez such per-
sonages as Holkar and Scindia as the grandies of
the Darbar—a position to which they had not
risen at the time—yet, if it be looked upon from
the poetical point of view, thestory of the Darbar
is very fine. After the Darbaries had taken their
seats the Darbar is opened with the introduction
of Narayan Rav to the Clibatrapati. The Maharaja
at seeing Narayan Rav, remembers the last Psishwa
Madhav Rav, a hardy °warior and a skilful
diplomatist whose sudden and untimely death he
Jaments and whose noble services he praises in
high terms. Scindia is made to join the Maharaja
and the whole of the Daibar becomes gloomy at the
remembrance of Madhav Rav. Then follows the
ceremony of investiture-~accompanied with a few
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. but striking words of advice to Narayan Rav from
the Maharaja on the dutigs and responcibilities of
a minister of state. Holkar and Scindia join in
extolling the Maharaja for his admirable advice.
The langnage they use, being pure kumbi, adds
charm tw their sentiments. The Maharaja then
turns to Haghunath Rav and exborts him to devote
his attention to the affairs of administration and
to have an anxious cals for the interest and wel~
fare of his nepliew, as, he was very young and
destitute of paternal adviser. Thus ends the first
of the five cantos into which the poem is divided.

The second canto carries the story to nearly
half its length. The poet has gone over this part
of the story in rather a hasty way, while some of
his rivals have spun out this part to a tedious
Jength.  Neither the ways is unobjectionable.
When the 1awly invested Peishwa returns to Poona,
all but Anandi Bai display their heartfelt joy
in a variety of ways. She is the only soul in the
whole of Poona that feels unliappy on the occasion.
Her ambition would not allow her to remain con-
tented unless she saw her husband assume the
Peishwaship. She is represented as given up to
day-dreaming and engaged in contriving plans for
obtaining that high post for her husband. An
event favourable to the fulfilment of her design
occurs. A Darbar is held to consider what should
be done with regard to the demand of Hyder for
a certain sum of money as tribute to him. 'The
opinions of Narayan Rav and Raghoba Dada clash.
Dada is irritated to an extreme. He leaves the
Darbar abruptly and goes home.  Theve, his wile
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finding a fit opportunity for carrying out ler
wicked intentions, compldins of her ill-treatment
by Narayan Rao and bis wifo Gangabai and so takes
hier husband up into her ret that the poor man
gives ler a letter, which serves her as a pivot
rvound which to move lher plot. She=calls in
Sumersing and malkes him promise her Lis services
in any cause or direction. Thus ends the second
canto. The exciting speech of Raghoba Dada in
the Darbar, as well as the soliloquy of Anandi Bai
evinces considerable power on the part of the
writer to express lus sentiments befitting the
occasion.

The thud canto is dovoted to the descuptxon
of the Shauwar Wada, its present and past state
and the Council Hall inside it. The picture of
the Ranga Mahal is a fina specimen _of the poet’s
fancy. The description of the gallery-f pictures
is also true to nature and manifests the delicate
taste and forcive imagination of the poet. To
this charming place Nuwayan Rav repairs and
finds his young and lovely wife lying asleep in
her bed. The solilogny of Narayan Rav on this
occasion in reference to Ganga Bai beautifully
delineates the sentiments of the Peishwa regarding
her. At this movement, she, having suddenly
started from her sleep and opening her eyes, to
hier surprize finds her husband standing before
her, all well and happy ! Narayan Rav seeing her
confused and bewildered inqnires the cause of
such a state. The wife informs him that a very
harassing and ominous dream which she just then
Lad beheld, occasioned it.  The speech of Narayan



( 5.)

Rav to show the absurdity of her belief in the
efficacy of the dream slie had dreamed, though
fine both in expression and thought, is too Ligh for
the clear compreliension of a woman like Gunga-
Bai for whom it is intended. With this speech of
Narayan Rav closes the third canto. This and thefirst
canto are \"ery creditable to the writer as a poet.

The fourth canto is very small and serves only
to introduce Snmersing in the bed-chamber of the
Peishiwa, where of course a few words are exchang-
ed. The poet begins with the description of the
Jamadar of the Gardees, his person, his costume,
his manners, his manly air, his stubborn coun-
tenance—and leads him to the Palace, where he finds
Narayan Rav asleep. DBy the din produced by
the stamping of feet &c. of Sumersing and
his followers, _the Peishwa is startled from his
sleep. The-deportment of Sumersing at this in-
terview is that of an obedient and quiet servant.
The Peishwa asks him the cause of his coming
over to him at that time, to which the Rajput re-
plies by demanding the arrears of pay due to the
irregular infantry. The Peishwa promises to pay
them to a farthing, but asks Sumersing to go to
Nana Phadnavis, the treasurer, for the payment.
Sumersing (his mission not being to demand the
arrears) says in reply that he must have them
there and then, knowing well that the Peishwa
was not in a position to do so. Thus abruptly
ends the fourth canto.

The fifth and the closing Act of the poem is a
master-piece and is equal to the incidents describ-
ed. The crowning act of Sumersing’s promise to
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the wicked Anandi Bai is tle subject treated here.
While Raghunath Rav is” engaged in the worship
of Shiva, he hears a lond clamour in the Palace.
He sends his servants to inquire what was going
on thers. They inform him that Narayan Rao is
pursued by the Gardees. In the mean %ime, the
Peishwa runs up to his uncle to seelk refuge. The
nephew makes pitious entreaties to the uncle to
protect him from the ruffians. The susceptible
heart of the uxorious Dada, though poisoned by
his wicked consort, is melted and lie promises him
every assistance in his power and assures him that
he need not be afraid of hLis life. He orders
Sumersing to go away, with a threat that, in cuse
he stood there, his life should be lost. Sumersing
succumbs to the order of Raghoba Dada and the
exhortations of the young Peishwa o when Anandi
Bai comes in and excites Sumersing te the action,
at which the hardy soldier and his followers take
up their swords and cut Narayan Rav to pieces.
Then follow the poet’s own thoughts on the brutal
action, which though few are sweet and striking.
Thus ends the poem.

In this poem, the sentiments proper to different
occasions are on the whole well developed and ex-
pressed. The felicity of expression and simplicity
of diction, are the prominent qualities to be observ-
ed throughont the poeni. The description of places
is always natural and vivid. Exaggeration, which,
with many, is a markel trait in composition,is met
with but very rarely liere. The poet has shown
in many places that he has a correct idea of what
natural beauty is. Many of his rivals on the pre-
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sent subject liave exhibited that total want of ap-
l;recinting Nature. In short, the poem in hand
seems to me to be a meritorious and successful at-
tempt at poetic writing.

RAVJI S. GODBOLE,
Secretary to the D. P. Committes.

e e

This poem A is chiefly written after the
model which has lecome popular since the
author of ““ Shivaji” wrote his work. The metre
is simple, there are mno ornaments of style, and
the course of the poem sounds roughly like a
mountain stream. The English model of such
pieces is that of the *‘ Last Minstral” and  Mar-
mion’ of Sir"Walter Scott. HisLady of the Lake
is & higher.eﬁ‘ort. It is essential for the success
of work written on this model that the descrip-
tions and the incident related and the characters
described should bave a great strength of passion
and virtue.

M. G. R.
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