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TNTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al,
-VS -
ARAKI Sadao, et al.
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HeG.W. Woodhead, Meing first duvly sworn, upon oath deposes
ind says:

le I have been acquainted with the former Ch'ing Emperor,
sometimes known as Henry P'u-yi, for a greas many vears, and es-
peclally durlng the .years that he reilded in Yientsin I was a
close friend, saw him often and was well acquainted with his
personality and character.

2e In September 1932 J made a visit to Manchuria to study the
situation. AIl7Ter brief visits to Dalrer and Muxden I proceeded to

Changchun. the new c2pital. I had herdly reazhed the hotel there

when a young Chinese Forelrsn Off'lce oiffirieal calied to say that
the Chief Tiuecutive, Mr. P:u-yi. hoid haard of my coming, and

would De pirezszed to recerve me at 10:30 n:xt morninz. This young
man, Mr. Yu, who e ecui.iy readlily in Chinese, English,
Japanese 2nd Russian, for me 1r zohod time and escorted me
to the f{ormxer lLriperar’ aeince, Alter a walrt of a few minutes
v, a4 messaige was rceccelved that the

in the official recepsi |
Chief Execuvtive woul3d 1Ic 1n hils private apartments, to which

I was Immediately cond

3
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5+ The former Empsror greeted me with obvious pleasure, and
had searcely irviced me to be seatsd before he remarked that on
onc O the last o:uacions on which I had seen him, in October
1950, at a private iurch in Tientsin I had remarked that perhaps
next time we met he might not be so accessible; that I might
have to irvoke the assistance of a Fora'en Office official.
"You sea." he observed, "that your niariscy has been fulfilled.,"
After I had inquirsd after the Lmpress, aréd no had asked for in-
formation rogerdiang several of hils Tormer foreign friends in
fientsin, I tvi? him that later I sou like to put some formal
questisns To nlm for my newspaper articiler, but ssked whether
first I migat put some personal and vnuznnliy frank questions, Aas
1 friend. le answerced that I might ask him anything that 1 1litked.

e I then sald that it would be of interest to many of his
friends to know whether he was really happy in his present posi-
tion. He replled with emphasis that he waag.

#as he busy?

Nnt, he sald, so busy at the moment as he was a few months
1go. The adminlstrative machlnery was now better organized, and
though he devoted a conslderable portion of evesry day to State
business, he was not too busy to find time to see his friends.

5« 1 then remarked that the genceral impression that prevailed
in Shanghal and 1ndecd throughout China was that he had been eo-
orced Into hls presont position, and that he was not a free agent.
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From this report he emphatically dissented. He had, he
maintalned, been actuated by a double motive 1in accepting the
office of Chief IExecutive. First, on account of political reasons.
Wien the Manchu Dynasty abdicatoed it had been with the avowed in-
tention of restoring the sovereignty to the people. Twenty years
nad elapsed since, but what had been the result? The political
power had passed not into the hands of the people, but of ambitiow
and grasping militarists. There had been incessant civil war and
disorder. The welfare of the people had been entirely disregarded.
tThey had been tyrarnized over and oppressed. China's relations
wlth Forelign Powers had grown steadily worse. And the pledge
made in the Abdication Treaty tnat absolute equality would be

maintained between the five races of China had beon flagrantly
violated.

Secondly, he was actuated by personal motives. Manchuria was
his ancestral home. It was only natural that he should feel
grcatly Interested in what was happeninz in this territory.
lloreover, cvery undertaking to the lanchmn Pyrasty containad in

viclated: The 2l1llowance
230 AN

cancal_el, Hies private

the Abdication Apgreement had been wani~n!«

A
to be paid to him by the State had bHo
property had been ¢ :nfiscate tle hed been trented with studied
disrcespect by the Kucemintans ind tr.c ancestrol tomhs had been
violated, and no sericus attempt made to sccure the restoration
o' the treasures stolen from then.

1t was only natural therefore, that when trourle occured 1in

1.

lanchuria he should foliow ceve

~

b af N VDLW Some parc irn an attompt
to Improve ths o5 1 0L NLe ieearal provinces. Emwnissaries
of' the separatiat n~vemsnt cailad oo Y nam 10 Vientelin angd urged
1lm to proccad ic ¥ i¢U ne fe..t that 1f he were
ever to g£o he muat go fortluvilil ne might find it impossible

to leave,

Ceve.opmein's with great attention and
wonder whether i wan rat i | |

Ihe possibility of a restoration movement
viously known to aud fearad by General Ch
temporarily to restore the

-

; he said, was ob-
iang Kai-shek, who offered

vonditiong o7 Pavourable Treatment if
he (P'u-vyi) wouvlid rapudlate it. He had Lntirated, however, that
material considerati:us would not inf'lucrce him:  that the
Republican Govarnment could best fulfil, 1Ts responsibilities by
conccerning itself with the welfare of rhc people, by giving them
good govarnm:nt, and by restoring intescnal peace, If it had
Tls.ih,OO0,000 (the amount of the Tmroraris annual pension, as
stipulated in the Abdication Agreemart:' “o spend, let it spend

that sum on relieving existing poverty .n China.
6. When he had decided to leave

did not cven take the Japanese oneral into his confidcnee.

'"Then the story that you were k

dnapped and sent to Port
Arthur under Japancse escort on a destr

oyer is not Epue?"

Mr. P'u-yl, who understands IEnglish quite well, threw baek
his head and roared with laughter. "Kidnapp2d?" he said, "Kidnapw~
¥ cd? No B No, "

I told him that that was the version of hls departure from
Ticntsin that was widely current and gonerally believed, and asked
whether I might be told the actual details of' nls movements, addirg
that what he had told me up till then was conf'ldential, but that
A8 2 matter of historical intercs

cst 1 should like to know exactly
what happened when he left Tientsin.
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Mre P'u-yl replied that his movements had had to be kept
secret for two reasons: first, because his departure from
Tientsin might have been frustrated; secondly, because he would
have been in considerable danger of assassination had his wherc-
abouts been revealed.

Just as the trouble between the Japanese
ind Chinese in that citv 3tarted, and traveled direct to Yinkow
( Newchwang) on the steame- awachl Maru., He left: a letter behind
to b2 delivered to tae capanese Cgnsul-General Informing him of
the departure, and asking him to affaord adequate protection to
the Emprcss (who remained ln his resicence in the Japanese Cone-
cession) when she wiowed. From Newshwan- ho prcceeaod to Tang
Kung Tzu (the hot P ings between Liaguyang and Taﬁhihchao), where
he remained only a c- ple of days, reiucrning to meet his wife at
Port Arthur. She 51 Lr»avelad on an Cralnary steamer. The next
I'ew wocks wore spent at that center, where he amused himself by
studying the siec perations in the nussgo-Japanese War and visi-
ting the ruins o S i2-omsy Russian fertifications. He and his
wife thon returnsd io “ang Kung Tzu, where they lived quletly
until he prococded to Chargchun, " hen ha was conviniced that it
was his duty to go north and assume the office o Chiaf Executive,
he went Stralght throuch to Changehun oy train. At no time, in
Tientsin, in the laasaa Territory, o» in lanehuria, was he ever

v J AN ‘sl Bl »
under any restraint, nor was ANy cocereicn appilaed to him,

ge o
£ .
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.

e The former Emveror onr - at I kad seen from my own
s position in
< % oS I, with
.

SXpericnee hew nonsensical th vorles t0id about ¥
Changchun were. Here we were Calliing wiShevt res
only a young Chincso present, who made no ngicmnt - Girect the
course of conversation, and who only inteprpres:a Ty vemarks and
questions when lr. P u-yil did not cnderstacd thrr, wlosh gte
Jipanese within ngarirg, and absolutely no regbr Lot on upon the
topics discusaed, Could I, ho asked, really -olis that he was
virtually a state Prisoner under such condliic

t.
#

8. I asked his views on the government of Manchoukuo,
At once replicd that he 1ravored the adoption of +hs Wﬂhﬁ Tao doc=
trine, based uvon tho teachings of Confucius. "Hcﬁvcn, e sald,
"did not divids reorid into natlons, but regarded them a1l as
human baings 1md desipad peace between them, and love. Competitiom
And strifc between :24ions only led to war and intense suffering.
Confucius tavpht that governments should rule honestly, observe
the goldoer rule toward cach other, and work fop huranity and
pPeace., JThet ~“ryetallized tha Oriental spirit., That was the
spirit in whien l'anchoukuo had issued 1ts declaration of Indepen=-
dence. We are adrosed to racial and nat.oral animositiss. That
1s why we eali oiii3 the Ta Tung (Great Equei) eva. We should like
to have the friendliost relations with Gpoat Britain and all the
other rfowers. And we belicve that we can contribute towards the
recalization of world peace. Our domestic poiizy will aim at
making it possible to lead peaceful and napry lives. We shall
have no political partics in the new Stage. They only make for
disharmony. We shall do our utmost to show ourselves trustworthy
in our forelgn rclations. I hope that the People of your country
(Great Britain) will understand ang Appreciate our attitude. Wo
shall walcoma the investment of thoir cap.iael in enterprises in
Manchoukuo. Wo shall be pleased to have them come and dwell among
us. For many years I had a British tuter (Zip Reginald Johnston)
and I theorefors asquired some kncwilodge o1 British history and
clvilization and erinztiples. Therelcre T have a special interost
in fostering ITiondly relations ostwoen Great Britaln and Manchou-
Kuo. Your LOOVIraign, King George, has alroady been Aacquainted
with my viows.™
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Je lire I'ueyil adinlttod tho gravity of thz bandit situation,
but said that though receently aggravataed by extermnal Influences,
1t was not a new problem and recuired all to give 111 tho assis~
tance in their pawer to eliminate this evil. In this connection,
ne vald a very warm tributeto Genenal Mutd, the Chief cof the

1elapatian to Marchoukue., very friendly personal rela=-

cecn cstablished betwecn thom A8 2 resuliv of Gzneral

¥ ¢ *.% to Changchun to extend his Government's formal
n to Manchoukus, And he felt conf'ildent that Gecneral
help to smooth over past and present difficulties,

hzd informed me whzn I arrived that h2 would
‘ntlil nuen and that he hag ordered luncheon to
s DU That owing to ithe fact that he was on 2
oI nie infeetad fecot, he would not be able to
d me over, hcewever, to his younger
¢ Piu-chla, ond then bade me farewell,

- "1 { —
& 5 4 L. -

LAr’nc

e once morc took me upstairs wherce he pre-
latest photogra-h and bade me revisit him at
rtunitr. ilmost his last remark was that perhaps

0 convinceg now that he was perfectly
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1l. 1ibout seventoesn months later I apgain pald a brief visit
(Changchun) to be presont at the onthronemant of Mr.
bmpercr of Manchoukuo. The Actual ceremony by which he
: n tae Thnronc of the earli:p membars of his Dynacst;
3 the morning of March 1, 1934, The LMperor ac-
CS interview on Fabruary 28. I found him looking
Pleased at the turn of svants. He converscd
1 cuarter of an hour, allowed me to take several
and in the belisf that I should broadcast a
ripvion of the ¢ 0 Great critain, gave me a message to
Britigi AT 1 ‘he arrangements forp the broadcast were can-
/ i >aving, the Zmpceror plac2d his hand on my
shouldor, saying how plasasad he was to sce hls "old friend", and
invited me to comz back forp 3 nger talk latoep

Jurthoer the alfiant sqith not.

H,G We Wo odhead

Colony of Iliong Kong
VALY of Vlinterin

Consulate CGerieral of the
United Statcz of \meries

Colony of Hong Kong )
City of Victoria )

subscribed and sworn to beforc me, the undersignzd authoritvy

Y, thils
20th day of Aupgust 1947.

¥, D. Boyd

Vice=Counsul of the United States
of America




