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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED. STATES OF AMERICA, et al
bt A SRR ¥e _vs- : .
ARAKI ‘Sadao, et al
b = S Défenairite - - .
AFFIDAVIT

——__—_-———

OTA SABURG & <!

iHaving first duly sworn an oath as on the attached ‘sheet,
In accordance with the procedure prevailing in my country, I
hereby depose as follows: : ,

I entered the servics of tho Foreign Ministry in . 1928. :

As Chief of tha Third Seaction; "Bureau of BEuropéan-Aisiatic

Affairs, foreign Ministry, from November 1940 to October 19,2,
1 was charged chiefly with businsss concerning relations with
tha British Empire; the Forsign Minister presiding over the
“orzlpn Ministry from 18 dctober 1941 to 1 September of the

- followlng year, 1942, was Mr. T3g5 Shigenori.

Shortly aftar the outbreak of ths Pacific War, the
Governments of tha Unitad Stateas and-Br;tain_respectivaly pro-
posad to the Japansse Govarnment the mutual axchange of dip-
lomatic and consular officials and their familiss, as well as as
many resident enemy nationals as possible. " I was ordared to

take chirps of .the exchange business undsr toreipgn Ministar

T5:0, and managed theé business rzlating to the negotiations,

with ths  Unitad States, Britain and other illieg Powsars,

through the protzcting Powers, and also the preliminary
consultation among tha compatent Japanzsse offices, necessary
for its reallzation. -

Ag a result of the naegotiations with the United States and
Britain, it was decidsd that, owing to the shortapgs of bottoms,
those narsons to be repatriated should for ths time being be
limitad, oxcept for diplomatic and consular officials and their

fomilios, bo-limited to temporary rasldents, and that the

Japanesa Government should send back, not only the resident

nationals of the enemg countries in Japan Froper, but also
h

those in Hanchoukuo, ina, If'ranch Indo-China and Thailand,
including the nationals of all the allied European and American
countriszs, not to spoak of those of the United States and
Oritain. In spite of the complaxity and difficulties attending

the exchanpge businzss .and the carrying out of the agreement,
Foreign Minister T5g5 =xerted himsslf from-the very first to
bring the negotiations to a successful conclusion and to carry
out tha agreamsnt thus reached; conetantly urging us to the
speady realization of the repatriation.

For this purpese, however, it was nseessary to secure

vesasls to transport those parsons to be repatriated, and
rreat was the difficulty, -among irmy, Navy and other circles
conczrned, with the davelopment of operations imposing large
demands upon shipping. Moreover, -the High Command attached
various conditions to setting a dute for the voyages of the
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On this 2nd day of December, 197

At Yokosuka
Diponent: Ota Saburo

I, Shichida Motoharu, heraby certify that the above

statement was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signa-
ture and seal thereto in ths Presznce of this witness.

On tho same date

At Yokosuka
Witness: Shichida Motoharu (seal)

Translation Certificats

I, Mshi Haruhiko, of the defenss, hereby certify that I
am conversant with the Lnglish and Japanese languages, and

that the foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
1 correct translation of the original document.

Nishi Haruhiko (seal)

Tokyo
6 December 197




