Def. Doc, # 1126

TALK OF FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN Ol BUCANEERING ACTION
ON THE PART OF CHINESE JIUNKS. (October 4 1937)

It 1s pointed out in a report from the commqi ler of a
Japanese naval squadron patrolling the Chirese waters that
some of the innocent-looking Chinese junks end small crafts
are armed with small cannons of the calibre of 5 to 10

-~

centimetres, of old style but of sufficient pover, besides

machine-guns, rifles and pistols. These armed vessels csr not
be lgnored as other small crafts in general, for they frequently
attempt to break through the lire of the retrolling Japanese
men-of war with full loads of Chinese military supplies.
In some cases the Chinese small crafts thus armed make light of
our destroyers znd dare to challenge the latter. The Tollowing
1s a 1list showing cases of suvch resistances of ﬁrmed Chinese
vessels against the inspection by our warships.
September 4. A large junk being towed by a small steam-boat in
Hunghal Bay fired at the Japanese inspection party with
machine-guns, wounding an officer and killing a seaman.

September 14. When a Japanese warship sent a party to inspect

a Junk at Shenhu on the Fukien coast, the crew of the

junk landed with arms, and together with the natives there,

fired at our party.
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September 15. At Tseungshanpu, a Japanese inspection party was
subjected to a firing by the Chinese Peace Preservation
Corps who were in a launch,
September 26. In the neighbourhood of Nan-oa Island, a Jepanec

patrol-vessel was attacked Dy Chinese Peace Preservation

Corps who were subdued after servere fighting.

September 27. At Tseungshanpu, a small launch fired at 2 Japa

inspection party. The latter returned the fire =nd forced |
the launch aground in wrecked condition. by
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