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Letter from Admiral J, O, Hichqrdson to Admiral H. R, Stark

2? June 1940, (With enclosures)”

COM'ANDFR~IN~-CHIEF

UNITED STATES FLEET

U.S.S. PENNSYLVANIA
Flagship

Lahaina Roads, T.H.
22 June 1940

Dear Betuy:

- The enclosures are self-explanatory, and caused me
to send confidential despatch 220603.

To clarify the situation, I flew to Pearl yesterday
and held a conference with fndrews, Bloch, and General
Herron, commanding the Hawaiian.Departmenﬁ Briefly,
on.1l?7 June due to the "Alert! from the War Depariment,
the Army 1ssued live ammunition to all posts including
A.A. batteries, etc,, and established a patrol and
guard over all critical areas, which are considered by
them to be, all landing beaches land areas (bridges,
roads, etc. ) and Pearl Harbor (Marines) Their direc-
tive included a proviso that all despatches were to be
sent in code via cable to ihe Sn*e* of Staff and that
the public in Honclulu we~e not to be excited, hence no
Army was stationed 2% weterworks, eleciric light plant,
gas or telsy:cne ccmpanles, but extra precautions were
taken by these latter.

The nevy 1n¢reaacd their distant plane patrol from
180 miles to 30N mi ]u* #:d grdac cged the sector being

covered Lo inolitiz Srom 130 to 360°, as well as estab-
lishing a 30 mile iﬁnur PLaLIT 0L

Two days later, the dirmy received word to "ease up
on the Aler:t", buc to msialain guard on a2ll cerivical
areas on a semi-pf“vﬂr-nu ves5i3. We ald not ¥oow =bout
this, until Gzuerel Teersn sezvioned 1t ac the confer-
ence in reply 1: iy zuerv a3 to rew long tiae Alert would
continue. Ceneras Yerron stated thas he aigpht, on the
24th, further mua;iy his present interpretation of the
“modified alertc’,

As a matter of interest, Herron said‘hﬂ had been
a:ked 1f he could store C"Ude rubbz2r an in to the ex-
tent of 600,000 cubic feet (his fizures) and further
that no such- -storage space was available.

The Army "Alert" and action taken caused me some
concern though I felt positvive that any qr.y intelli-
gence bearing on the abovz would Y%e availanie to and
evaluated by the Navy, with infecrmation to ne. Of
course, anvthing of thls character c¢ends ©o aggravate
the tenseness of the situation and to interruvt train-
ing, as the Fleet 1s operating from Lahaina and Pearl
by siprle ships and groups and without the full screen-
ing and scouting which a more serious situation woald
necessitate-

- As s sipliar situetion may again nrise? I believe
a remady would b to insure Taac wuere ros:¢nln, when
joint action is invotved. ave In @rills, thab the
Commanders of tae Arny qnd Navy be Jo;ntly informed,

Syl e
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i with definite information to me &s to whether the alarm is f,

% real or simulated for puruoces of training. g
% : ;th;best regards, ;1
f‘ /s/ &. 0. Richardson Ef
: J. 0. RICHARDSON B
i q

0 "~ Admiral H, R. Stark, U.S.N. 8

- . )
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