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Def. Doc. #2128 Exh. No.

INTERN.ATIONAL MILIT.RY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR E.ST

TIE UNm STJ’J.TB OF J"MIGJ'J-' et al

-VE8 =~

JRLKT, Sadoo, et ol

Sivorn Deposition

Deponent : T.ELT4L, Toghitene

Raving first duly sworn an oath s an attached sheet and in esccor-
dance with the procedure followed in ry country I hereby depose &as
follows.

l. Q. Briefly state the posts held by you.

Ase From July 1, 1935, to November 15, 1937, I was on the staff of
Section One, Naval Affairs Bureau of the Navy Ministry, and hod
charge of mattors connected with navel orgaenizetion and personnel.

Theroafter I was staff officer of the flect in the China weters,
cormander of the airecraft carrier "Soryu" and staff officer of the
Sccond Fleoct. Jfter that from Novemoz? 15, 1940, to July 14,
1942, I assumed the post of Chiof c? “cebion One, Naval iffeirs
Bureau, &nd had charge of matters relating to navel armoment and
novel administration.

Jfter that I served cs staff officer of the Third Fleet, staff

officer of the Combined Flect, commandor on the staff of the
Combined Floot, and fissistont of chief stoff of Naval Combined
Foreces. TFrom May 15, 1945, up to the terminction of the war I

wos Deputy Director, Naval Affeirs Bureau of the Navy Ministry,
and hod charge of mottcrs relating to the ravy's preparation for
war. I was 2 rear cdmirel when'the war cnded.

2. Q. That sort of office routine was handled in Section One, Naval
/ffairs Burcau of the Navy Ministry? '
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4+ 1) Navel preperations and motters relerting to generacl naval
administration,

' 2) Mattors relating to warships, vessels, units, offices, and
orgenization of aschools and duties.

3) Matiors relating to orgenization of warships, ships end
units and service duties.

4) Mottors relating to navel discipline and public morals.

5) Matters relating to moenetvers.

6) Mtters releting to censorship..

7) Mtters relating to ceremonies, etiquette, regulations on
uniforms and garniture,

8) Mtters releting to warships, veascls and ordnance and other
War supplies in general.

9) Mutters relating to martiel lew and dcfense,

The foregoing arec items provided for in the Regulations
Pertaining to the Organization of the Novy Ministry, but the
noture of the duties are set out in detail in the Regulations
Fertaining to the Functions of tho Navy Ministry. Also the
contents thercof werc also clossified in detail in the Table
of the Division of Duties Navy Ministry Personnel.,

3. Q.+ Since December 8, 1941, whet section in the Nevy Ministry
handled motters porteining to prisoners of war$

L. Section ono of the Naval Affairs Burenu handled them,

L. Q. TWere thero any provision stating that matters releting to pri-

Toners of war come within the jurisdiction of the Nevol Affoirs
Bureau?

A+ The words "prisoners of wer" wore not particularly used in the
Ordinance on Organizotion of Ministry of Nevy and Regulations
Pertaining to the Functiona of the Novy Ministry. But since

matters releting to prisoners of wor were embraced within the
gcneral matters concerning naval administration, (a) the tosk

of preparirg a draft for the eastablishment or revision of the

various regulations concerning the handling of P.0.WV. (b) 1i-
aison Vork within Japan in conneetion with P.0.1/. wes under-
taken by Section One Naval Affeirs Bureau, and for that pur-
PC8e regular personnel was assigned.

Furthermore, with respect to the handling of the prisoners of

war os a mntter of internetional routinc affeir, Section Two
ofy the Naval /ffairs Bureau ccted as o reception organ.
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5. Q. What were the stenderd of rules and customs in the Navy upon
wvhich the prisoners of war were handled?

As It was bes2d on internntional law, which wes the standard upon
whicin the Nevy handled prisoners of war.

Regulations Pertoining to the Treatment of Prisoners of War. |
These were the procedures providad for until the prisoners of 3
war coptured by the Navy were turned over to the army. 1

It haed been the practice since the Meiji Era and there were

various regulaticns pertaining to it for the Navy to turn over d

the prisoners of war cuptured by it to the Army, and they vere |
~interned in the prisoners of war camp under the control of the

+ Wer Minister. i

6.- Q. What sort of concrete meesures were taken b; the Navy so thet B
it could work on the baris of international law?

4. On October 7, 191}, the Rules of Noval Waerfore were promulgated.
drticle One provides:

"*During wartime the Imperial warships may, according to
this order, or other rules, regulations ond provisions
of treaties, capture at see, and tcke all necessary .
meesures against other acts of hostility in order to
attain the object of the war, With respect to matters
which ore not provided for herein, the principles of

international lew shall be npplied."
These were the basic rules end regulations.

The Japancsc Navy had been giving suiteble lectures in con-
nection with international law at varions sshools cunforming
with the educationnl etundard of suck cchonis. lMoreover,
specialiets in dinternationnol law wure Zdis.a:ched to the fleet

and gave lectures there on.

There were two civil officiels in the io v who werae ecnversant
with international law, end they were eivacncd to the secreteri-
ate of the Navy Minister. They houdicd mutlers mlatirg to
international reletions, end the copinicns of *ncse civil offici-!
als wers not only respected, but if ic vocema nucesasary either
one of ihem, or & specialist like DTr. Jumpei Shinobu was dis-
ratched to the fleet and he gave the necessary advice in the
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Qe

disposition of questions involving international relations.
After the outbroak c¢f the China Incident the Navy Ministry
frequently issusd reference books advisory memorendum,
telegrams of warning, etc. to the various naval units in
connection with international law. The following were some

of the principel tooks which were published eond distributed
to the various warships end naval units:

Outline of Wertime Internstional Law
Tables appcnded to above
Supplement to above

Copmentary on Naval Ministerial Order Guiding Men-of-Viar's
Conduct in Hish-Sea ond Foreign Territerial

Various Probiems Pertaining to Rules of Navel Warfare

Lawe & Regulations Relating to Navol VWarfere of Various
Nations in the War of 1939-1940 (12 volumes)

Among the various leows or reference books referred to above
there was contained various treaties, advisory matters re-
lating to priscners of war.,

What cuthority had the Nevy Minister 4in connection with the
edministration or P.0.W. ?

The Navy Minister had cuthority to the rules for the edmini-
Strotion of the prisoners of wor. HBe draficd the Rules and
Reguletions Pertoining to the Treatment of FPrisoncrs of Wer,
and provisions Relating to Supplies & Allowonces of Prisoners
of War. The Director of Naval Affairs Bureau, Dirgctor of
lccounts ond Supplies Burecu and Dircctor of Iegal Burcau were

aidcs to the Navy Minister in ccnncetion with the adoption,
rovision or aobolition of these rules cnd regulations.

The cormander-in-chief of the navol station, commander-in-chicf
of guardship and cominrdas-in-chie? of the fleet were in a
position to enforce tho niministyation of the prisoners of war
on the basis of the reguletions drafted by the Navy Minister.
When prisonors of wor were captured by any unit under the command

of the forogoing cormanders, the nccessary reguletions con-
cerning theoir administration were fixcd.

I wish to ask you about the relations between the Nevy Minister
and the operation force. Veas the Navy Ministry consulted by

the Novel Goneral Staff in connection with the operatioen orders
issued to the oporction force? '
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A+ He wos not consulted at all with regard to pure operations.

9. Q. WVas the Navy Ministry over consulted with regerd to the
submarine operations in the Pacific Vor?

-lli - Ne VBI' L

10. Q. With regard to matters concerning the prisoners of wor et the
zone of operation, were they disposed of &s navel acdminist-

ration matters?

A In cese of an actual engogement with the enemy, or in the
case of an emergency corresponding thereto existing the
motters were disposed of as cperctionel matters.

11. Q. TUnder which of the foregoing matters did the administration of
the prisoners of war in the various islands take form when
Japanese troops were cctually subjected to enemy attacks or

constantly exposed to the dangers of enemy essault?
A. It wes disposcd of os operational matter.

12. Q. That wes the dete when the Japanese force occupied VWake island
in the early stoge of the wor?

«e 48 I remember, it was on December 23, 1941.

13, , Q. Were there any prisoners of war on the said islend when it weos
Occupied, and how many were thore?

fis I remember that the number of war prisoners was unexpcctedly
large, which surprised me. However, I do not remember the

number,

| 5
T-. 14. Q. Then end by whom was thot report made?

A. T recell thet soon after the occupation, the commander of Vake
{ island operation force telegraphed to the commander-in-chief
; of the Lth fleet, end the commander-in-chicf of ths combined
A fleot. At the same time, the information wes sent to the
| Navel General Steff and the Navy Ministry.
4
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15 Q.
e
16s. Qs
e
1 i S <2
18. Q-
ine
19. €.

iho was the garrison commander on Vake island, and how
many men were under his command?®

The garrison commander on %ake island during my tenure as
chief of Section One, Naval Affairs Bureau, was Navy Capte.
Suzumu Kawasaki, vho was under the cbmmand of Viee Admiral
Narumi Inouye, commander-ine-chief of the 4th Flocet.

what steps were taken to handle the prisoncrs of war on
wakccisland?

It vas dedlfefl to transport them to J apa.n and deliver

them to the army. In early part of January 1942 the Nitta
Maru was dispatched to V'ake island, and the priscners of
var placed on beoard.

fias this regarde® as. a naval administration mattcr
or an operational matter?

That it vias inconveniént from the point of view of supply
to leave a2 large number of mrisoncrs of war on the islands
in mid ocean so it was bottor to transport thom quickly to
Japan, was a naval administration matter. Whether or not
it vould hindér tho general operations to send such a large
type ship as the Nitta *aru to liake island J.m*cdmtc.ly after
the opening of hostilities, or whether dcfense against
enemy attack on the Nitta Maru could be prevented was an
opcrational matter. That is to say, whether the Nitta Varu
should be dispatched to ¥ake island or not :as a matter
which must be considered from both the neval adrinistration

and operation,

Wwho ordored tho movement of the Nitta Varu?

&8 1 recall the Mobilization Burcau, an aide organ to the
Navy ¥inistcr, drev up the plan of the movement after having
obtained the approval of the scetions and bureaus concerned

in the Navy Ministry ond the Naval General Staff, end the
Navy Vinicter issusd the commnnd for its movement.

what vere the movermcnts of the prisoners of var after they
had been taken aboard the Nitta Maru?

6
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“ae 45 ]I rémeémber, the Ni ved in Japan about the
riddle of January, to the request of the army
the prisoners from Viake island Were placed in a tomporary
Prison camp in Shanghai

el

and they were transported to Voosung
o direct from the Nitta Mar :

tta Maru arri

U,

20, Qe lere the Pri

transportcd on the Nitta Maru
all from i ake island? How many were there? i

2l Ql vhat y

commanding ~fi 2
prisoners of uar whese trn

of their being i1}
voluntarily wisgh2d ¢, remein
Minister studie
law Questicns,
in intexaasion 1
tariat. tue i

‘L8 Were quite g number vho
thera, E,-‘ubseq:.:ent.".y the Navy
¢ the prailer of supply and interrational
horurdine 46 the orinien ol a Srecialist
-8 2% 52:k23 13 tEs Javy Vivister's Secre-
ccula rerain sltor they have
' @r'seing to engage in work
21y ¥ith enrbat, Therefore,
Sil2at ard have each prisoner
" Widsh vhould be disratched to the
Navy Kiriscry, Furnhurhore, I recall thot we received ine
Structions whi ' » that as for + -- wiho were
could later bps Teémrovad, and others Vo have com-
L' vork ang desired. tn be trancpeste
ransported as spo
available,

Did those coniracte

reach the Na
of the frisona) u

Ministry, ang What becarg
OL war who had

crmained thercaftere

mY resignation ag Chief of Section Oné.
Naval af'fa‘ig dureau, that ig JWy 1472942, these cop.
tracts dig not Except for an episcde, which T

4 L]
mm o ol ol o 2 L N ) LT
DRI, e T R TR s
g e e ] e & [ A w o R gy ren v U TERV ATERL N AR S
A L O S T Sy e S ARSI SR G T 3ET
— - - - iy —— et i S )\ 5 e - . -
N A N N B N S i IR R L SN I
A AN R due




rs

o
",

DEF, DoC.
Q.

23 A
2. Qe
fie

5. Q.
A.

265 Q.
lre

|
™
5

#2128

heard, consaming the prisoners of war remaining on ‘Vake
island, I do not reeall receiving any repo: t.

What was that episode?

The occupation force cn Fake island discovered huge amounts of
constiruction materials and cnginaering machinery and construction
engineers on the island, Taoy were surovrised to find an enormous
Quantity of these wogether with rrecision construction machiery,
They immcdiately t1ied to use them and siarted to operate the
bulldozers, but ~ould Lot do so. While they vwere at a loss what
to do, one of the imerican engineers, who was vatching, by gien
language waved aside tho Japanese soldiers and sri-lingly

operated the bull¥mer., Tha stody was that this was +ha |
motive vhich prompted some of the prisoncrs to recrair there,

Do you know anything sbout +hc fact that several prisoners of
vwar who had been Placed on Soarda tha wi tte Mz wero executed
enroute from Yokohama to Voosung betveen the middle thd the end
of January 19429

I do not know anything about it, At that time not only was
there no reply, but I & not recall heering of any subsequently,

Vihat was the situation with respeet to meting out of punishe
ments te the priscncrs of var?

There was a law called the P.0,%. punishrent law, and the Naval
Regwlations Pertaining to the Treatment of War Prisoners
which clarified following roint, namely .

- If it was a diseiplinary measure tho commander ¢ the maval

authorities who actually had the Prisoners intcrned applied
the provisions of the Naval Disciplinary Rcogul=tions,

In cass of a penal measure, the naval authorities investigated
aa exoecutive naval Judicia) prosecuting officer (kaigun shiho
keisatsu kan), surned over the case to the prosecutor of tle
nearestl cowt-martial vho would try the case.

Ve knew Dothing about it at that time, nor did we become
avare of it until- recently,

L
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27« Qe who set up the temporary prison camps and selected their
sites?

A+« The commanderse~ine-chief of the fleet, naval station and
minor naval station, who received the prisoners of war,
set up the prison camps pursuant to the Rsgulatiwns for

- the Treatrent of Prisoners.of Var.

28, Q. Who set up the Ofuna temporary. prison camp? Do you know

what vas the oocasiocn vwhen you became aware of its
establishment?

#e The Ofuna temporary prison camp was established by the
Yokosuka Naval Station. I learned of it for the first
time when the Yokosuka Naval Station submitted the
papers to the Navy Ninistry requesting appropriation
in connection with the construction of the Ofuna
temporary prison camp. I romember that it was a short

time before I resigned as Chief of Section One, Naval
offairs Bureau, |

29. Q. Did you, during your tenure in the Naval Affairs Bureau,
receive reports or protests that the prisoners of war at
Ofune tarporary prison camp vwere mistreated or driven

to hard labor, or that patients were not given adequate
medical treatment?

i« There were absolutely no reports on such matters, nor have
I heard it from other sources,

On this 127day of Auge 1947
4% Tokyo

Deponent /s/ TiKLTis, Toshitane (seal)

I, Somiya Shinji, hereby certify that the above statement vas

sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto
in the presence of this Viitness,

- On the same date
4t Tokyo

witness: /s/ SWIYi, Shinji  (seal)
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OATH

In accordance with my conscience I sweer to tell the whole truth
withholding nothing adding nothing,

/8/ TiKAT., Toshitene (secal)
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