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Lu

) What has happened, has happened. Let us not grieve too much.
Have you read the report in the Daily News?

Miss Fune

Lu

(Picks up the paper and reads) *Graft Investigator Assassin-
ated! Atfter a heated conversation over the telephone was shot from the
dark. Mr. Fung died instantly.”

(Miss Fung can not suppress her sobbing at this poini. Lu
bows his head and is silent.)

No.

Lo

Now we are, the next moment we are no more! Life—Death!
Ranks, honours, riches avail nothing. We often deceive ourselves. We
trust life too much.

Miss Fuxe

That is very true. Death can snatch away so suddenly. 1 can
hardly believe it.
L

This has stirred the depth of my soul. I feel like waking from
a long dream. (A pause) From the world I have demanded much, to
the world 1 have given nothing. Among your brothers last words, when
he appeared unusually solemn under the shadow of death, I clearly
remember these: “Change the mind of the people. Create your New
Race. That is the only firm foundation for a glorious future.” A small
school I shall start. ] shall begin with the very infants. I shall raise
them up to be men and women with new bodies, new minds, new souls,
worthy of our past. To them I shall give myself. In them will be
the foundation of the future.

Miss Fune

(Standing) There is indeed a noble task.

(Curiain)
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SCENE IIL.

(The morning sun comes in through the window. Everything in
the reom remains as it was the evening befowre. Lu is seen reclining
on the sellee. After a while, he stands up, and sighs)

Lu
Ah! Life—Death!
(Takes out his handlerchief and buries his face in it. Then
walks back and forth in his meditative manner.
The servant comes in. A morning newspeper is laid on the table.)

Lu

Have you sent the telegrams?

SERVANT

. Yes. Do you wish some breakfast, Mr. Tu?

Lu

No, not now. (The servani withdraws)

(L picks up the paper and iries io locate the roport of last
night’s happening. Now he finds ii.

Miss Fung appears at the door al the right, her face pale, her
figure drooping. She comes tn quietly.)

Miss Fone
Good Morning.
: Lu

. (Suddently notices her presence) Oh, good morning. (Runs fo
help her to a chair) How do you feel now?

Miss Fone

I am all right, thank you. I am so sorry you have been troubled

in thiy way.
L

I am glad that I can be of some service.

Miss Fone
Really I would not know what to do had it not been for you.
Lu

1 consider it a singular piece of good fortune that 1 came before

it happened.
Miss Fune

Oh, it was all too horrible, too treacherous, too cruel!
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Ly

There is something in that, I confess.

A
Fune

(Sits straight and pulls out his watch to look af the time) You
must be tired. (Yawns) I am too. Let us continue our talk to-morrow.
I hope to keep you here as long as you can stay. (Stands up. Lu follows)
To-morrow morning, you can go with my sister in the car to see the
city and to call on some friends. I shall join you in the afternoon. By
that time, I hope this burden will be off my hands. (Now comes up 1o
the center table. Takes up the little clock and winds if).

Lo
(Now at ihe window) Isn’t this a beautiful night?

Fune

Autumn is the most beautiful season in Peking.

Lu
Really! (Silence. The servant comes in)
. " SERVANT
Telephone.
Fune
For me?
SERVANT
Yes.
Foxre

. o .
Did you ask who it was?
SERVANT

Yes, but the person wanted to speak to you.
Fove

(He hesitates a while) Al right, I am coming. (The servant
goes out.) .
Lo

Don’t you think I'd better go with you?
Fure

No, you wait for me here. (Steps out briskly)

(Lu siands at the window and enjoys the silent, serene
moonlight nighl. After a while, he strolls to the desk and picks up a
paper to recd. Then he stands up and looks at the time. He again
goes to the window. From a clear sky, the thunder comes—The report
of a revolver! For a moment, he is startled and paralysed. In the
meantime one more shot is heard. Lu runs out.” Then the darkening
of the stage for a moment signifies the passing of the night.)
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Fuoxa

I have no evidence whatsuever against him. And the language
he used all had a double meaning. Fnrthermore, he is a very shrewd
and influential man. .

Lu

[ eannot endure such things!
Fone

That is where you lack experience.
Lu

And 1 don't particularly care to have much experience of this sort.
Fone

(A pause. Goes to the sellee, sits down. Lu sits on a chair.
Then solemnly.) You people on the outside seem to think all of us who
are in the Government have no wisdom, no courage, no conscience what-
soever. You do not appreciate one hundredth of the dangers and dif-
ficulties we have to face. Put yourselves in our places, I am sure you
would stop balf of your grievances and begin to build up something con-
structive. With all our shortcomings, we are doing our utmost right here
in Peking.

Lu

But we do not seem to get anywhere.
Foxe

There again your inexperience—your impatience ! Progress is slow.

We know it. For the real problem lies deeper. The conviction gradually

grows in me: We need a total social reformation. Chafge the mind of

the people. Create your New Race. That is the only firm foundation
for a glorious future. L
i

I am glad to know your conviction.
Foxe

And after all, Lu, with your temperament you may find work
more congenial in that great social task, (He leans back in the seltee,
and indulges in a bit of reminiscence) We have been brought up
differently. My father died when | was young. Barly in life [ was
forced to support my mother and family. I could not, as many of you
do, despise money-making as a mean occupation. And my experiences
have taught me how to succeed. Buf you have had a different life.

Lu

Yes, I have never been forced to earn a living—mnot even for
myself.
Fuone

There, my friend, is your weakness. Your irresponsibility has
spoiled you for this world of practical objects and practical means.
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Fune

Please take my word. And if there is anything special, I pro-
mise I shall let you know to-morrow. (Looking at the clock on the table)
You see, it’s getting late. I think Lu likes to retire early to-night. We
shall have a few minutes by ourselves and we shall go to bed. :

Miss Fune
Well, if you so desire. There is really nothing serious?
Fune
Everything will be all right by to-morrow.
Miss Fune

Then Tl bid yon good-night. (Walks foward the door at the
left. To Lu) I hope you will rest well to-night.

Lu
Thank you.
Miss Fune

And do not let him keep you up until midnight.

Lo
No, we shall retire early.

5 Miss Fove
Gtood night!

Lu anp Foxe
Good night!

(Miss Fung disappears through the door)
Lo
Now tell me what has happened.
' Fove

(Walks to the windew to see if his sister has already gone.
Then comes back. Slowly, seriously) Couched in the most careful
language, this was given me to understand: The grafters had found me

out.
Lu
Is that possible!
Fune

Oh, those ingenious scoundrels]
) Ly
Are you quite safe ? ’
Fuxne

I am.as well guarded here as anywhere in Peking, And I can-
not fly out of the city to-night.
Lo

Couldn’t you have stopped that man Lin and have him arrested?
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Miss Fone
Yes, the sky is beautiful too.

Lu

{After a long silence, furns back) These days when I look at
anything beautiful, [ morbidly turn to think of the cloudy tuture.

Miss Fuone
{Looking back) Mr. Lm, may 1 offer you a litile advice ?
» Lv
Yes, If you would be so kind.
Miss Fone

In all your complaints and ravings, I see you are one of the very
few who frankly face the situation and fear its consequences.

© Lo
Your advice please.

Miss Foxne

Well, my Ilittle advice is simply this: VTry to take care of your
health and do not be over-worried.

Lo

{4 meaningful silence) Thank you so much.

Miss Fune

Oh, nothing, nothing (Now Fung walks in the door al the left.
The strain is seen on his face) You look serious. There must be some
business troubling you.

Fone

(Affecting a smile) Nothing of the sort. Lu, I am sorry that
position has been filled.

Lo
Is that so? (Not showing much interest)
Miss Fuone
Please tell me.
Fuxa

Honestly there is nothing serfous or special.

Miss Fuwa

Oh, do tell me — I seem to feel such an ugly foreboding.
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Miss Fore

Let me tell you why I sometimes feel so superanndated.
Lu
Miss Fone

You see my ways of looking at things, my free manners and all,
quite shock the old-fashioned people in our society. So when I am in
their midst, I simply have to say to myselt “Now behavel” Then they
would remark: “Look at that young woman. She is quite orderly isn't
she? New ideas and new freedom have not spoiled her very much ”

Yes, please.

Lu

That is quite 2 compliment.

Miss Foxe

True enough. But yon haven’t heard the other part of the
remark. This they continue: “She is doing good work as a teacher. But
why in the world does she remain so old without getting married!”
(They laughk) Now you see, why sometimes I really have fears that I
am approaching fifty!

Lu

A long ways yet, | can assure you. {Looking at the window, .
and the niceties about the room) 1 am sure you had a hand in the |
planning and decoration’ of this room. ‘

Miss FUNG

I bad a little part. How do you like my window?

Lu

Yes, it appeals to me very much.

Miss Fune

Have you noticed my garden? (Ske runs fo ihe window. Lu
Jfollows. The moon flovds in)
Lu

] A bush of bamboo righf outside the window is extremely attract-
ive. :
Miss Fowe

But you ought to have been here in the spring, when the whole
garden was blooming. (She raised her eyes lo the moon shining on her
face) Isn’t the moon clear to-night?

Ly

(They stand still silently gazing for a moment) Beautiful! And
such crystal blue—and so vastl )
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Fure

T am sorry, I do not.

Lin

Oh, well, I have done my best. (Quickly caiches himself) You
see, [ am always so very curious, I like to know the inside of things.
(Stands up) 1 must be going now. -

Fune

(Stands up) Won't you stay a little while longer?
Lax

(They walk toward the door) T have another engagement. Don’t
you think we are having beautiful weather?

Furve

Yes, wonderful.

(They mow reach the door. They politely offer each other
precedence. Then pass out. A pause. Then sieps are heard from the
~door at the right. Presently Miss Fung comes in, followed by Lu.)

Miss Fuxne

Well, these things do remind me so much of the days when we
used to be free and- young. .

Lu

We are not so very old, are we?

Miss Fone

Oh, yes. What do you think—sometimes I imagine to myself,
I am an old lady of fifty.

Lo
That is impossible!
Miss Fowe

But I do. (Sits down. So does Lu. They are both quite natural
and joyful.) .
Lo

I can not believe it.

Miss Funa
To be sure I am not yet fifty!

Lo

I think that is quite clear. -



Fuxe

) (The sense of a cold shower is upon him. His veins swell Jor
a brief moment, then he regains his self-conirol) 1Is that so?

Lix

And we heard that conclusive evidences will be produced.
Fone

AR, that should be interesting.
Ly

T'd like to know something—if possible, from the inside. Do you
think you can give me some information?

Fuye .
I am sorry. You know as much as [ do.
Lan
Well, I thought perbaps you might.
Fune
I only read it in the papers.
Lz
(Slowly) Of course, you realize it is a very serious matter.
Fone
Undoubtedly it is.
Lax
It is a matter of life and death.
Fuxe
Yes, the Government is in real earnest to clean up this evil.
L~
(4 brief panse) We are friends.
Fuwe
Yes, of course. Everything is frank between us.
Lax

I.thought you knew something.
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Lix
Ah, yes. 1s he now in Peking?
| Fuse
Y‘es. And you mentioned an opening in your Board.
Lmv
Oh, oh, yes. But that has been filled.

Tune

That is unfortunate.
Lix

Very unfortunate. But we have so many returned students,
looking for positions in Peking. There is a secretaryship now available.
Only a hundred dollars a month. And there is not much responsibility.
1 am sure your friend doesn’t want that.

. Fune
No, T think not.

(In the meanwhile, the servant has come in with two cups of
tea. He places them in front of lhe lwo men)

Fuxe
Liax

No, thank you. 1 have already had too mmuch.
(The servant withdraws).

Won’t you smoke?

Lix

I have a litile business T wish to speak to you about. Or rather
a little information I like to have from you

Fone

(Begins to conjeciure) Yes.

Lax

(4 pause, during which he walches Fung’s movements carefully)
Have you read the papers to-day?

Fure

Yes, is there anything special? I read very hurriedly. (Samehow
he divines the coming question.)

Law

The much talked-of railroad case will be brought to court to
morrow ?
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Lo
That depends.

Miss Fune

We'll be in the study until you are through.

Foxe

It wouldn’t be long. (Goes out).

Miss Fune

(They are walking foward the door al the right.) By to-morrow
I shall be greatly relieved. Has he told you about the case?

Lu
Yes.

Miss Fune

You really do not know what may happen. (They disappear
through the door)

(The servant takes away ithe tea things. A brief pause. The
curtain at the door at the left is seen lifted and Fung and Lin come
in, the guesi leading, of course. ’

Mr. Lin is a man of middle height. The wmost conspicuous
feature on his face is the liltle mustache which, however, does not
appear fto be very prosperous. His hair is cut short. He speaks very
deliberately.

Fung offers him a seat at the left of the center table, himself
comes to the right.)

Fuxe
Wont you remove your jacket?
Lin

No, don’t bother. I cannot stay long. I have had very bad luck
to-day.

Fuxe
How? Did you lose much?
Lin

Very little money involved. Haven't you seen the recent presi-
dential order exhorting all officials not to gamble?

Huxe

Yes. I have noticed the cxistence of that official document! Do
you remember, I talked with you a few days ago, about a friend of
mine who recently returned from America?
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Fune

Now if that does not suit you, what do you think of a position
in the Board ot Finance ?

(The servant comes in with a calling card in his hand. He
offers the card to Fung. .
Fuxa

I was just going to tell you of this position in the Board of
Finance. Here this man comes.

SERVANT
Mr. Lin is in his carriage, waiting oulside the gate,
Fuxe
1 shall receive him here. By the way, bring my jacket first.
‘ SeRVANT
Yes, Sir. (Withdraws)
Foxa

He is a graduate from Japan, now a most promising young
man in the Board of Finance.

Miss Fuse

(Comes in) Is some one coming to call? I notice the carriage
at the gate.

Fuoxe
Mr. Lin of the Board of Finance.
Miss Fuxe
Are you sure, he is not somehow involved in the case?
Fune

Do not worry. He is a friend of mine. He comes to tell me about
a position I was inquiring for for Lu.

Miss Fuxa

I am so afraid these days!

(Ir the weanwhile the servant has appeared with ihe jacket.
He helps Fung to put it on. Then stands aside.)

Hoxe

I hope this position will be more favorable. Will you take it if
it’s open?
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Lu

Yes. (Suddenly realizing) Oh, are you in charge .of the
investigation ?

Fowne

(Nods. Sits down) The Government is in earnest. Any man
found guilty of gratt of over five hundred dollars is punished by death.

Lu
This railroad case involves over five million i is rumored.
Foxe

If the parties knew—well, my existence would not be considered
_desirable. Now we have the conclusive evidences. I see the end quite near.

Lo~

(Stands up and walks to the right. Fung follows) Well, graft,
graft, graft !

Fuxe

There is too much to worry about—let us change a subjact.
Now lst me tell you some of the positions I had in mind for you. As
soon as you settle down you will understand the practical world and
will not worry about so many things.

Lu

What kind of positions are they?

Fuxe

Well, a direstor in ‘one of the branch Government banks. Three
hundred dollars a month. The position is mot bad. Many of the returned
students have to be contented with a hundred or a hundred and fifty to
start with.

Lu

But [ know nothing about banking, and bave never had any
business experience.

Fung

" 1t dees not call for experience nor much technical knowledge.

Lu

Is that the way we do our business?
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Miss Foxe
You never seem to realize that it may involve something serious—
even your life!
. Forxe

1 knew we could get the last clue there. (Res1zmes caleulating)
{4 pruse. Then the servani appears at the door af the right)

SERVANT
Miss, where are the blankets!
Miss Fove
1 shall go and get them for you.
Lo
Very sorry for the trouble I have caused you.
Miss Fuxe
No trouble at all. (She goes out and the servant Jollows.)
Fuxa
Please pardon me. This is some urgent business.
Lo
(o ahead. Do not let me interfere. (8its down)
Poxe

I'll be through in a minute.

(A pause. Fung finishes examining the papers. He is appar-
enlly satisfied. He gaihers ihe papers tegelher and puts them in the
inside pocket of his gown.)

. ’ Poxe

Now it's done. By to-morrow, you will hear something interest-
ing. (Stands up and walks to Lu.)

Fone

Have you read in the papers about the railroad gratt case?
Lu

Yes. Is there any truth in the rumor?
Fune

Very much truth. And an investigation is being made. This is all
strictly secret, of course.
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going? Whati are we doing? 1 can not uunderstand. Foes from within,
foes from without! These are not enough to wake us up? Ldok at the
gross selfishness and utter short-sighteduness! Simply appalling! We are
still asleep! .

Miss Foxe

I am very much interested in what you just said; it expressed
somewhat my own vague feelings. So many seem to be asleep.

(Now the servani appears at the door ai the left with a roll of
papers in his hand, well wrapped up and sealed.)

Fuxe

For me? Oh, yes, yes. (Tukes the papers and goes to the desk)
Excuse me, please.

Miss Fone

(T the servant) Have the guest room prepared for Mr. L.

SERVANT
Yes, Miss. (Goes oul)
Lu

I am in the hands of a very thonghtful hostess.

Miss Puxe

Thank you. (She now lurns her gaze to Fung, who has been
absorbed in the papers) Please excuse me. :

Lo

Certainly (Twurns toward the window and looks oulside)

Miss Fuxe

(Has now come around to Fung's back. In a whisper) Is that
what you were expecting?

Fuxa
Yes. By to-morrow the whole thing will be off my hands.
Miss Fuone
That will relieve me greatly. Oh, this dreadful business!
Foxe

It will be all right. Do not worry.
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Fone

Please do not misunderstand my meaning. I am not one of
those who hold no principles in their action. But we must not be
impatient. When 1 telegraphed for "you, I suspected you would be in
some such mwood. [ asked you to come, partly because we wanted to
see you, and partly because there are two or three positions I know of
open for your choosing. Get setled down. I believe that will help.

(Miss Fung comes in, followed by the servani with tea things.
The servani serves tea to Lu and Fung. All three are silied).

Ly
Do you enjoy teaching?
Miss Fuxe
Yes, very much. Such fun to play with the little children.

Lo
A Kindergarten?

Miss Fone
Yes. To look at children gives us the best of hope and joy.
Lo
That’s true indeed. I see perfect darkness among the grown-ups.
Fuxe

You see, L is feeling rather depressed, now that he has just
come back.
Miss Funa
I am sorry.

Lu
Oh, just a fit of looking at the dark side of things.

Fuxe

For one month you were thrown in the midst of people who
neither understood nor appreciated what you thought, or said, or did.
You were out of sympathy with your environment, or your environment
out of sympathy with you. That was why you felt everything was
irritating you.

Lu

I suppose the lack of understanding and friends did have something
to do. But that was not the chief cause of my depression. I am thinking of
our country’s present but more particularly of her future. Where are we
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Misa Fune

Your coming reminds me so much of America. I must get you
to tell me many things.

Lo
I shall be delighted.

Miss Fune

Excuse me. (Goes ouf)
Lu
(Walks 1o the right, thinking) What is your sister doing?
Fuse
Teaching part of the time, and studying part of the time.
Lo
Happy? Contented with the outlook?
Forse

Well, we all have our discouragements once in a while. Really,
Lu, vou are not at ease.

Ly
You are right. I am not at ease. And I do not see how any

clearminded man can be at ease in China to-day. O such heavy sleep!
We need an earthquake to wake us up!

Fuxe

When I first came back, I used to feel as you do. But in three
years’ time . . . ..

Lu

Yes, in three years’ time you have become a practical man of
affairs. 'Who knows! Perhaps in three years I shall feel as you do.

Fuxe
It is a matter of adjustment.

Lu

Ah! Compromise!
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Huxe

Oh yes, 1 understand. We must have changed in the long time
we were abroad. Perhaps we appear to be too radical. There again is
the old question, the conflict between the old and the new. How does
Peking irnpress you?

Lu

Such luxuries! T seems that people do not realize what
condition our country is in to-day!

Foxe

You are right. But I know those things do not interest you. You
haven't changed much in the last three years—still an idealist! I am
really so happy to see you.

(Now Miss Fung appears al the door at the right. Fung and
Lu stand up)

Fong
You know my sister, of course.
Lo
Yes. (Steps forward and bows) How have you been!

Miss Fung

Very well, thank you. You really surprised us. We were planning
to go to the station to meet you.

Lu
That was very kind of you.
Miss Fone
(To Fung) Did you ask Mr. Lu whether he had had his supper?
Fuwe
0, how stupid! Have you had anything to eat?
Lo
Yes, thank you. I had my supper on the train.
Mrss Fune
If you'll excuse me, I think I'll bring you some fea.

Fuxe
That’s fine,
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ServanT
Yes, Sir.
(The servant goes oul by the door at the left. Fung gathers
things together, and places themn in the desk drawer and locks it.
Stands up and leaves by the door at the right. '

Afier a moment, a young man comes in. From the door ai
lefi. The servant follows, carrying a suit case, he puis il by the seltee.)

Lo

Is your master in?
SurvanT

Yes, Sir. They are not quite through with their supper.
Lu
Tell them there is no hurry.
Servant

Yes, Sir. (Goes out)

: {After @ moment, Fung rushes in from the door at the rightt
the servant following ) o

Fune
You surprised us greatly. How are you?

Lu
Quite well, thank vou.

Fowne
{To the servant) Take Mr. Lu's suitcase to the guest room.

SERVANT

Yes. (Goes oui).
Fone

Three years since we saw each other last, isn’t it? Well, are your
parents well? (They are sitled).

Lu
Yes, thank you.

Fowse

They must be very happy in seeing you. Imagine you were
away for almost ten years.

LU

1 suppose they were looking forward with great anxiety to see
me, But now that I have coms, [ am afraid they are sorely disappointed.



THE AWAKENING.

Scene I.

(The room is lighted. It is evening. A wide window in the
middle of the back wall. The curtiains are paried, and through the
window we sec a large bush of bamboo in the garden. The moon shines
on the objects outside.

Two doorways, one on each side of the room, raiher narrow
and high. Silk curtains hang on the inside of them.

At the right we discover a characterisiic Chinese sel: ihe scrolls
on the wall, and a square table with two stately chairs one on each
side, quile close 1o the wall.

In the middle a round lable on which are a riltle clock, cigar
and cigareite boxes, and two chuirs placed about if. These pleces o=
gether with the furniture al the right are of Western style.

At the left, a setiee to the back, and 1o the front an office desk
with books, papers and things on it.

Fung is seen wriling at the desk.

Presently the servant comes in the door al the right)

SBRVANT
Supper is ready, Sir.

Fuxe

(Nods. The servant is turning tc go) Tell the chauffer to geb
the car ready, we shall go to the railway stafion after supper.

- SERVANT
Yes.
Fuxna

By the way, has the messenger come back yet?

SErvANT
Not yet.

Fone

Bring the things he has gone for to me as soon as he returns.



THE AWAKENING..

Persons in the Play:

Mr. Lu, a recently returned sindent from America
Mr. Fung

Miss Fung, his sister

Mr.‘ Lin

A Servant

Place: A sitting room in Fung’s house in Peking.

Time: Scene I—One evening, September 1915,

Scene 1I—Early the next morning.

{Darkening of the stage for a moment signifies

the interval between the two scenes.)

Note: This play was written and performances given in New York .in the
Winter of 1915, But here for the first time it appears in print. In
making the Chinese version I must acknowledge ihe kind assistance
rendered by some of the members of the Nankai Drama Leagne and
especially that of my friend Mr. Yin Shao Shun,

Nankai, Tientsin,

October, 1916. P.C ¢
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