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ADVERTISEMENT.

T"H tollowing page- have heen deawn up w.th o view of Frirnsdang a
Contint vnaos o D Resarre's Hiistony e Merrus Kewor ,—a work
ot great merit, and of deserved popularity.  Althouch the space of time that
s elapeed since the termimation of Dr. Russell's Libours is comparatively
whort, being rather less thun seventy years, yot such are the stupendous
events which are crowded mto it, and such their extraordinary unportance,
an to render a suecinet and Juminous extibition of them n matter of general
witerest.  Nor 151t possible that they should ever cease to interest the inha-
Litants of Europe : posterity will find in a fthful record of them, not merely
matter of surprine and astonishment, but materials of instruction to the
Statesman, the Phulocopher, and the Plulanthropist.  In detaling them to
the public. the author can lay clum to no praise but that ot fidehity in the
nareation.  ** Sacrifice only to truth” has Leen his constant motto , and the
reader may assure himeelf that. wlile perucing these pages, he 1« not amusing
himselt with the ' Romance of Histors,

Hoxtou, June V1th 1828.°
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PART I11.

THE PEACE OF PARIS IN 1763, TO THE TREATY OF
AMIENS IN 1802

LETTER L

A rview of the situation of Great Britain consequent on the taymination of
the late war. Approaching disiemstons with the American colomes.
A. D.1764—1i75.

Tue peace of 1763, left the nations of Europe under the pressure of an
enormous taxation, one of the many and never failing results of a protracted
war. ‘The reduction of the armies at the same time dispersed a number of
men whose military habite had now rendered them but little calculated for
the employments of honest industry, many of whom, in various countries,
swelled the catalogue of crimes; while others sought their livelihood on the
Ural and the Vol‘ga, in the colonies of Russia; but America became the
chief receptacle for the superfluous population of Europe. In addition te
these circumstances, the booty procured in war, the trensures of the Fust
Indies nnnuall{‘i,mportad, the rapid accumulation of fortunes from the plan-
tations in the West Indies, with a thousand instances of successful enter-
rise and good fortune which the chance of war had thrown in their way,
lmd multip{ied the wants of life, and the capricious claims of luxury in Great
Britain bad increased in an incredible degree.
The conquests which the British arms had achieved, added to the policy
«f Government ever fond of increaging it patronage, had greatly nug‘-'
mented the number of lucrative offices ; and as the desire for obtai inq su
places could only be gratified at the plensure of the court, 8 much larger
progonion than heretofore of the country genflemen and landed proprietors
touk up their residence in the mctropdips, eommi'.tim;l their estates to the
cure of their stewards; and as they therédy mnavoidably enlarged their ex-
pe and involved themselves in debt, the& were reduced to the necessity
of rai their rents. ‘The co. ence of this was that the oppressed peo=-
ple wrs soon driven to despair, while their superiors were deaf to their com-
plaints. Upwards of twenty thousand Irishmen in 4 short time transported
themselves to America, and many thousands from the Highlands of Scotland
and the islands of the Hebrides, also mought an asylum where they t
perpetuate the customs of their ancestors and obt#in the means of su

.MV’ in thoqutern world. This multitude of recent emigrantsto America,
oL. . [H
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i f life conformable to nature and the principles of primi-
‘tﬂ,:pm:ile‘;of:ngﬁlmted much to the cultivation of the lands, and in vari-
ous :ﬂ.er reapects, halped by their influence to aceelerate that disruption
with the mother-country, which was now rapidly approaching.

Great Britain, which alreudy governed with one arm the banks of the
Ohio, and with the other those of the ancient Ganges, at this time fitted out
several expeditions in quest of new objects of dominion. In the year 1764,
Commodore Byron was sent to take as correct a survey as was possible of the
straits of Magellan. He traversed the Pat':xﬁ_c Ocean, in wh:c!x he dlsg.:ovéred
two islands, which he named King George's islands, after which a third pre-
sented itself, which was denominated from the Prince of Wales ; and a fourth
from the Duke of York. In May 1766, the expedition appeared in the
Downs, after an absence of twenty-two months, from the time it had first
suiled. This paved the way for the celebraged voyages of Captninm allis,
Carteret, Cou’? and Mulgrave, which followed each other in quick succes-
sion, and of the result of which we shall give a more detailed account in its
proper place. . A

The British empire, whose foundations were laid in freedom, which was
great in arms, and still more celebrated for its civil institutions, the object
of universal admiration, and the envy of the most powerful nations, appeared
to many to be almost exempt from the ordinary causes of the decay of na-
tions. Yet this empire was in a few years from this period reduced so low,
that it continued to excite admiration only by its constancy under an adverse
state of affairs occasioned by the evil genius of its rulers. The power of
Great. Britain dissolved itself, nations sprang from ler own bosom, and nursed
in the cradle of freedom, disdained for that very reason to obey her oppres-
sive demands.

Although the British people were generally dissatisfied with the terms of
peace ; though the French were expelled from the continent of America, and
the disorderly court of Louis XV. could not be an object of serious appre-
hensions, the English government established a permunent military force in
Amenica, under the order of a Commander-in-chief. This army supported
the executive power, which had reduced the judges to a state of dependance
on itsell” by means of their salaries, and on that account appeared to the
fricnds of freedom, 1o possess more than the influence to which it was en-
titled by the constitution.  1f we reflect for 2 moment on the vanity of men,
amd consider how few individuals, even under free governments, know how
to combine the dignity of oflice with the necessary attention to popularity,
we may readily conceive that many of the American governors hecame dis-
Qf.n-cnhlu to the people, snd were, justly or unjustly, considered as arbitrary.

A hen complaints were made to the ministers at home, they paid little atten-
tion to them, perhaps because they were fearful of betrnying any degree of
apprehension, but either disdained to reply to them ut all or did it with
severity.  About this time party lenders began to arise among themselves,
who eacited, in the minds ofP their countrynien, the deepest resentment of
the huughtiness of the English government.

Under these circumstances, the ministry attempted to deprive the Ameri-
cans of their commerce with the*French and Spanish colonies, by the profits
of which the British colonists were chiefly enabled to pay for the manufac-
tures of the mother-country. « They now adopted the resolution of accustom-
ng tluqn-«l\-e.‘.. as much as possible, to do without the commodities of Eng-
land ; wod during this period of digge.tisfaction, the stamp-tax was introduced
among them by the parliame® of England. This was an extremely ob-
nnxious measuie to the Americans, who contended that the British House *
of Commons were disposing of the property of a great people who were not
lerruf.c-uwd in it, and over whom it had no right : they maintained that the
colunics were fu_unded at the expense of the colonists, while the advan
'J"'"g lﬁ.'om their preservation had heen shared hy Englund in common with
ﬁl::";:l\:: t‘:‘ tTh;m ‘:he egoch of the decline of the British dominion in Ame-
moment whm t;‘ the dmtructu?n_ of the Stuart d‘ynnsty at home, was the

€n the nature and origin of the right of government became the
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subject of investigation. The Americans were driven. by the imprudence of
their adversaries, from a timid opposition to particular proceedings, to the
declaration of their independence.

They refused to submit to the Stamp Act, alledging that the territory
which was under their own regulations, defended by twenty thousand of
their own troops, and sufficiently productive of taxes to defray the expenses
of that force, belonged of right to them, und that they would suffer no arbi-
trary taxes to be imposed on it. The colony of Massachuset’s Bay, one of
the most considerable of the whole number, and in which the spirit of re-

bliganism was especially prevalent, encouragued all the rest by its example.
The Americans assembled a general congress, and the ships of their harbours
exhibited the tokens of mourning and of indignation. Amidst all these proceed-
ings, the leaders, who were anxious that no immaoderate or overstrained mon-
sures :Yyould be adopted, carefully restrained ilie people from all excesses
and their writings were compused in the language of the weaper against tho
owerful, but at the same time in that of united and resolute m The
Luur of final separation, however, was not yet come ; and the English par-
linment, after much violent discussion on the impolicy of the measure, nt
length rescinded the Stamp Act, in consequence of n majority of votes against
the minister. When the intelligence reached across the Atlantie, the Ame-
ricans fixed upon a day for the purpose of celebrating the event as an annunl
festival. ‘The clothes which had been manutactured in the colonies were
distributed among the poor, and all the people of property appeared in gar-
ments of English manufacture.

Before we proceed to prosecute the narrative of the unhappy dispute which
had now commenced betw een the mother-country and her tiansatlantic eolo-
nies, it may he allowable, if aot to digress, at least to pause, while we offer a
few cursory remarks on the actual condition of these colonies, shewing the
prosperous state, in a commercial point of view, to which they had attuined
ut the period we are now describing.

The first tlung that strikes our minds on this subject is the rapid incrcaro
of her populition.  In most of the Europenn states it has been found thae,
for the last tive hundred years at least, the population has doubled itself only
onee in i hundred years:—in North America the population Las heen dou-
bled in twenty-five years. Iight thousund Enghshien originally emigrated
to thut country, and their descendants had multiplied to half a million at
the commencement of the last century.  In 1790 the population of the
United States amounted to three millions nine hundred and fifty thousand ;
i 1800 to five millions three hundred and filty thousand ; in 1810 to seven
nullions two hundred and thirty thousand. 1t follows that in twenty-fivo
years, namely from 1790 to 1815. the populiatiin had more than doubled
itself ;(1) and at the present period (1u27) the population is little, if any,
short of twelve millions. T'he wealth of the country has increared with
equal rapidity. 'The exports of New England, at the commencement of lust
century, amounted to £70,000; and seventy yeurs afterwards it was equal
to £800,000 sterling. More than a thousand ships, and thirty thousand
E ;I!;lishmen were engaged in the trade with Americi, at the period when the
dlifferences between the two countries comginenced ; and the latter country
rewarded them with the profit of her trade with the West Indies, Africa,
Spain, and Portugal.

_The constitution of the American colonie® bore the original impresa of
llbert{. ‘The British monarch appointyd the governor of New England, uud
the whoule body of land proprietors eleddd & council of twenty-cight mem-
bers. Militury force was almost unnecessary ; for the isthmus, and the
islunds which cover the entrances of the harbours, afforded natural defences.
In Rhode Islaud the governor and his deputy, as well us the council, were
clected by the pevple; and in all criminal cawes, except thuse of high trea-
son, murder, und rlnwy, they alsu exercised the privilege of pardon.  In the
midst of beantitul gurdens, under i milid climate, and in a healthy atmox-

1) Dwights Travels, vol, tv. p. 501,
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here, arose Philadelphia, the establishment of the virtuous Penn. 'The

nhabitants of the city were supported by the produce of the‘neighbouring
country, und enriched themselves by their industry. Their manners, in
process of time, began to suffer from the effects of prosperity ; the affection
that had been hitherto testified for the family of Penn, was in a great men-
sure lost, and some symptoms of confusion began to appear in the interios
of the country. The ndministration of Maryland belonged to the descend-
ants of its founder, lord Baltimore ; and was conducted by its governor, with
the assistance of a council of twelve, and of the deputies of the distriets.
Religion was every where free from restraint ; agriculture was held io ho-
nour ; and peace and order were protected against the attempts of parties, °
and of wild and lawless men. Every colony cultivated in security that ;})e-
cies of production which it found most suitable to its soil and climate. ew
England produced wheat, Turkish corn, rice, and barley. This colaay con-
tuined noble trgcts of pasturage ; and six th@usand fishermen gained an an-
nual income of more thn £322,000 sterling. The healthy colony of Rhode
Island produced Turkish corn in great sbundance. Nova Scotia, the cir-
rumstances of which were less favourable, because its government was mili-
tary, enriched itself by its coal mines. On the other hand, New York was
situnted in a beautiful district, and rose to great importance. One hundred
and eighty-eight ships, and four hundred and twenty-six sloops sailed from
this port ; and the banks of the Enst River were adorned with the residences
of superfluity and Y]ensure. New Jersey was almost a garden. Maryland
produced thirty millions of pounds of tobacco; and Virginia could deliver
fifty millions. "The romantic banks of the Shenando were cultivated by in-
dustrious (Germans. Farther toward the south, the sun darted his scorching
rays on immeasurable tracts of sand. North Carolina, however, rose to
prosperity. South Carolina, the cherished object of solicitude to Coligny,
Shaftesbury, and Locke, no longer dreaded the Indians, whose reople were
now entirely subdued,—this colony, in which the cultivation of the vine and
the silk succeeded as well as in Italy, was second to none in value. At a
wtill greater distance, where Suvannah, situated between sand and forest, en-
dures a degree of heat as great as that of Africa, Georgin was now rising
to importance. In Florida, only the first beginnings of cultivation were
visible in a few spots.

Such was North America at this interesting period : under the protection
of Britain, she stood in fear of no foreign enemy ; and the consciousness of
her nutive strength was already too great to permit her to feel much appre-~
hension even of her mother-country. The territory itself, its extent, and its
climate, formed the protection of the Americans. The nation, like the coun-
try which it inhabited, appeared to be in the full vigour of youth ; ardent,
independent, and capable of nstonishing exertions when stimulated to them.

In first imposing and ufterwards rescinding the Stamp Act, the English
ministry ormed neither justice nor injustice to any good purpose. They
were goaded to the former evidently by compulsion, and they committed the
latter without energy. Some lawless pmmcringl had taken place at Boston,
but compensation had been spuntaneously tendered to those who suffered b
them.  The offer was rejected, and ministers demanded that as a duty whi
they were inclined to perform voluntarily. The community was thus excited
to suspicion respecting the official reports of the govermor’s council, and
they took the first opportunity bf choosing other individuals into office. The
wovernor reprimanded them for this ¢£ercise of their elective franchise ; and

they, ln' their turn, drew up a rep ntation of the oase, and sent it to the
king. ‘The document could not have the signature of the governor, as usual
on such oceasions, because it was directed against his own proceedings ; and
this_informality furnished a very plausible pretext to the court for not re-
ceiving it, while the governor took occasion from the circumstance to dis-
c.?n‘t::‘-::.tt:. h:'l:ltng O{ those usegnbliu. About this time a reinforcement
' O AAmerica i

commans should be aeemifoal” and all New England was anxious that the

While the minds of the colonists w cre in this state of fermentation, the
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liament imposed a duty on tea, for the purpose of relisving the
India company of a tax of 23 cent, in order to enable the eor:'pny
1 that article as cheap as the Dutch. This occurrence manifested that
English government, when it allowed the Stamp Act to be rejenled, did
intend to abandon its t to tax the ocolonies. The Americans, how-
, were extremely en , and refused to pay the duty on its importation
their harbours. Nor can we wonder that the populsr lenders should
il themselves of the circumstances of the times to promote their own de~
s;.but the imprudent conduct of the English ministry furnished them
all ghey wanted. )
t was under these circumstances that some young men of Boston, dis--
like Mohawk Indians, threw into the sea three cargoes of tea, in the
nce of the governor, the council, the garrison, and even under the can-
of Fort,William Henry, without the slightest resistance heiny offered to
m. Such proceedings were mater of rejoicing to the ministgrial party,
ro viewed them as affording a favourable pretext for effecting the complete
jbjugution of the colonies; and many, even of the friends of fiherty in Eng-
d, considered it utterly improbable that America would be able effectually
resist the power of the mother-ocountry. When the ministers were warned
the opposition, that the colonies would make common cause against them,
y rep. ied, that were such-the case, the colonies would only have to ascribe
ir misfortunes to their own imprudence! but despised enemies ure dan-

us.
On the principle of affording the necessary protection and indemnification
commercial rights, the British parliament now suspended the privileges of
e harbour of Boston ; adjudged the inhnbitants to make compensation for
e property destroyed ; revoked the original charter of Massachuret’s Bay ;
gnd, since a resolution of the council was necessary to enable the governor
employ the military force, an election of that body was tuken irom the:
@ommunity and vested in him. He, at the same time, received orders with
‘vegard to such persons as shculd be obnoxious to the displensure of colonial
suthorities on acconnt of their attachment to the government of the mother-
.mmtrf', to send their causes to England for udjudication. And in order to
keep the Americans more effectually in check, the boundaries of the newlz-
#cquired province of Canada were extended behind the other colonies ; the
uncil of that province, which, was nominated by the king, and of which
If the members were Catholics, was provided with more extensive powers ;
nd the civil jurisprudence of the despotic government of France was esta-
ished as the law of all the inhabitants of the province, not excepting those
Eunglish birth ; while, on the other hand, the milder criminal code of Eng-
d wus introduced even with regard to the native Canadians.
A general congress of the Americans having been convened, it was re-
lved, 'That the parliament of Great Britain had the right of enacting ge-
neral laws, and the king that of refusing to confirm the provincial statutes;
but that in all matters relating to property, none but the owners, or their
representatives, had any power to legisfnte. With these temperate resolu-
tions, they, however, united measures of defence ; und it was agreed that
the cultivation of tobacco should be exchanged for that of the articles neces-
sary for food and clothing. Obedienceé to the governors appointed by the
king of England was disallowed, and these gentlemen saved themselves by a
precipitate flight. Representations were nevertheless continuully made to
the mother-country ; but those documeng were invariably rejected by the
parliament, because they were signed by order of the congrese.
»# In this state of things, New York endeavoured to obtain the honour of
ing a ise between the mother-country and the colonies ; but
the documents transmitted to the British parliament with a view to this de-
mrable end, were rejected because they emanated from a body not recogmised
in l":,tfhnd. ‘The parliument declared, That in pursuance of the fundamental
luw of 1689, onlﬁv e lords and commons in parliament assembled, and no
other hody in the British empire, had the right of ‘muking any regulation
with regard to taxes! It cannot be dvubted that it would have been very
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i ive to the British empire a constitution, in which its provinces
.pmll:lleb:o rzletted to their rensorfnble share of inﬂuenc_e ; i which case, the
freedom and power of the state would have.been established on new founda-
tions, and Great Britain would still have continued at the head of the em-
Pi"e’ 'unlil the maturity of the New World should at length have rqndered
it necesaary to transport the seat of supreme power across the Atlantic: but
8 measure of this kind required more wisdom and foresight than swayed the
British councils at this period. .

During ull these occurrences, lord North, who at that_txme swayad the
destinies of the empire, seemed to have as little apprehension of interfer€uce
on the part of the house of Bourbon, as if the court of Versailles had been
wholly inaccessible to the suggestions of jealousy or revenge ; or as if the
cause of & government ugainst its subjects was invariably considered as the
cause of all governments. Deaf to the warning voice of the earl of Chatham
and his assqciates in opposition, and reckdess of consequences, he compelled
the Americuns to withdraw from the British dominions, l;y rohibiting all
commerce with them ; by excluding them from the fishery of Newfoundland ;
by extending a correctional law to all the states which had sent deputies to
congress, and finally by declaring their ships to be lawful prizes to the
English letters of marque. 'The result of these unwise and odious proceed-
ings will come to be detailed in a subsequent letter. Before we close the
present, it may be proper to take a brief survey of the domestic state of affairs,
and notice a l{ew of the principal incidents which occurred during this period.

From the first moment of the accession of George I11. to the throne, the
earl of Bute had become an object of jealousy, and his conduct was vigilantly
scrutinized. This nobleman had been much about the person of the prince
before s elevation, and the attachment of his royal master to him was no
secret.  On the resignation of lord Holdernesse he was appointed to the
office of secretary of ~tute, und his influence in the cabinet was for some
years paramonunt. But satisfied with having restored pence to the country,
and finding his popularity much on the decline, he retired from office, re-
signing the seals on the Sth of April 1763. His partiality for the Scotch
people was a common topic of complaint ; but would huve been less censur-
able had he promoted or rewarded only persons of worth and merit. His
political principles were those of Toryism, with which he was thought to have
noculated the mind of his roval master. His attachment to them, however,
might huve heen easily pardoned, had he only opposed the licentiousness of
the Whigs, without incuLzatiug arbitrary und unconstitutional principles.

‘The earl of Bute wus succeeded in office by Mr. George Grenville, who
had scurcely got. seated in the cabinet, when he found himself involved in a
contest, which drew the marked attention of the whole country. John
Wilkes, member for the borough of Aylesbury, perceiving that ministers
were not much in favour with the public, and thut the king, in consequence
of his partiulity for the Tories, was Jess popular than ke had been, com-
menced a career of vigorous opposition against both, in the hope of profiting
b 3 the embarrassment of the cabinet, and the discontents of the country.
Uis first onset wis un attack of the speech delivered by his majesty at the
close of the session, charging jt with containing infamous fallucies, and af-
firming that the whole was a mnost alndoned instance of ministerial effron-
;-,'"’.\'- A warrant, directed enerally against the authors, printers, and pub-

ishers of this abusive paper, was instantly issued and delivered to the mes-
sengers of the secretary of state’s flice, who having ascertained that Wilkes
'19*};:‘10' ;vriter of the li_ 1, seized his pupers, and carried him before the earl
o ifax, who committed him to the Tower ; but, on application to the
court of Common Pleas, he so successfully pleaded his privileges us a mem-
ber ':f purliumen_':, that he procured his relern\e. P ¥
‘.wf" :.:m.:f;mli‘;ﬂ :?W X e every whe.n_a the chief topic of conversa-
tereat. It involved tgwo qﬁae:;;:l'::!l{i‘;:? :;:mm t:ll;h'tg?raol?lll?ry tll?-
extent of parliamentarye privilege. n dg hyl PO, ritis ’lu jects , the
Jords and commuon .’,l #¢€. and the legality of genernl warrants. The
® witer several animated debates, denicd that privilege
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lextended to the case of a seditious libel ; but they left the other point un-
.determined. Wilkes was exgelled the house of commons for the offensive
publication ; and, as he was then.residing in France, a sentence of outlaw

was issued against him. The cause of an individual thus became that of the
public. The populace almost idolized the man, regarding him in the light
of a martyr to liberty; and even those who despised his character were
ready to support him for what they called the general interest. His name
was now familiar to politicians of every class. His personal appearance was
far from prepossessing, and in his manners he was not only dissipated but
licentious. is exertions, however, against an unpopular ministry seemed
to atone for every deficiency and every vice ; and when he returned to Eng-
Jand, he was saluted wherever he appeared. In short this contest so occupied
the public mind, that it now took precedence of every other subject. Wilkes
brought his action at law against the under secretary of state for seizing his
papers ; the cause was tried beforeMord chief justice Pratt and a gpecial jury,
when he obtained a verdict in his fuvour, with a thousand pounx damages.
In his charge to the jury, the learned judge explicitly declared his opinion
against the legality of general warrants, or those in which no names are
specified. We shall now turn our attention for a while to the Continent of

LEurope.

LETTER 1L

A View of the Affuairs of the Northern States of Europe— Russyu— Prussin—
Austiria—and Poland ; from the Tieaty of Huberishury to the I'rveaty of
Teschen, in Upper Silesiu, . 1. 1763 to 1779.

Ar1tn the death of Elizabeth Petrovna, empress of Russia, Peter the Third
1ecalled to his councils, general Miinnich, L'Estocq. Bestucheff, und Ernest
von Biren, who had been the furourites and victims of the preceding admini-
strations. Miinnich had been twenty years in a state of exile, during which
time he had occupied himself with instructing young men in gcometry and
engineering, and in projecting a number of plans for the service of the em-
pire.  This hero, now eighty years of age, was triumphantly received by the
officers whom thirty years lefore he had led to conquest. Ife addressed the
rmperor on the qualities of the Russian army in these words: ‘* Where is
** the people to be found who, like the Russians, are able to penetrate through
** all Kurope with no other provision than the flesh of horses, and no better
*“drink than their blood or the milk of mares? who can pass the widest
** rivers without the help of bridges ; as compact as our battalions, as light
‘* ns our cossacks ?” Fhe veteran who found his ruling passion strengthen
with his years was reinstated in all his dignities.

It was the favourite object with Peter the Third to destroy the power of
Denmark, and thus revenge the family of Helstein from which he was de-
wended.  He offended the nobles of Kussia whose power he was desirous of
vircumseribing ; the clergy by his regulations against images and their long
heards ; and his own soldiers by the preference Which he gave to the guards
of Holstein. Having thus crented a host\pf malecontents, and neglected to
deprive them of the power of injuring him, he furnished u leader to his
Memies in the person of his own consort. With Catharine he had lived on

ery indifferent terms ; and, displeased with her conduct, probably not withe
out sufficient cause, he certainly intended to divorce her ; nor was it certuin
whether he would declare her son, Paul Petrovitsch, as his successor. 1lence,
individuals of totally dissimilar characters, as count Pauin, Rasumofsky, the
lrothers Orloff, the rocurator-general Globoff, prince Barjatinsky, and
others, were nes'm-imerr in a conspiracy agninst him. * T'hey gained over the
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senate and the l{nod. and towards the end of June, 1762, Peter the Third
was deposed, as has been already related.(1) .

The empress Catharine now confirmed the clergy in the enjoyment of their
images, beards, and revenues, and discharged the German guard. A mafli-
festo was published, in which the empress proclaimed the danger to which
the holy traditions of the church had been exposed ; that the honour of the
Russian army had been compromised by a hasty peace with Prussia; that
Peter the Third had been 8o ungrateful as not to weep for the death of his
very dear aunt, the empreass Elizabeth ; so ungodly as to neglect to attend
sermons ; and so absurd as to clothe the tréops in different uniforms, as theugh
they had more than one master ; and lastly, this singular piece of fifiesse sgl-
verted to the fate which Catharine herself had narrowly escaped when “ it
“ . a;sed Providence tu take away the emperor Peter by an hemorrhoidal
¢ cholic.”

The innocent Ivan, who had received the title of emperor of Russia while
yet in his mdle*was now in his twenty-fourth year, and had been retained
A captive in the ‘prison of Schliissenburg. In 1764, the holy synod thought
proper to recommend this unfortunate youth to the empress as a husband ;
a g)ro which (}mt her in remembrance that Ivan's rights might yet pos-
sibly be advocated. Some person, whether with a goot or bad intention is
not certain, at this period incited the cossack Mirowitz to attempt the libe-
ration of this unfortunate youth. The empress was absent from the resi-
dence when Mirowitz gained over some soldiers to his views, and broke into
the prison by night. Ivan was asleep; and when the two officers who
were guarding him perceived the object of the attack, they recollected -the
orders which they had received to put him to death in the event of any such
attempt. Awaked b{l the noise of fire-arms, and observing the menacing
looks of the guards, he sprung up and endeavoured to defend himself. He
seized the sword of one of the assassins and broke it ; he imglored mercy—
but he was dispatched by four wounds! He was a youth of fine person, but
necessarily ignorant and uninformed, from continued solitary confinement.
When Mirowitz saw his blood, he wept aloud, and immediately surrendered
himself. The two murderers fled into Denmark for a short time ; they then
returned to Russia, and received promotion for their villany. Public opinion
ascribed the arrangements of this affair to the empress, who, though she re-
warded the murderers, could not prevent their becoming the objects of gene-
ral abhorrence. Mirowitz was tried as a perturbator of the public peace.
He faced his judges with coolness, from a confident expectation of pardon ;
snd after he had been condemned to decapitation, he walked to the scaffold
with the same appearance of unconcern. He was then miserably disappointed,
for no reprieve was announced.

In order to obliterate the impressions which these foul deeds might leave
on the minds of her subjects, Catharine now undertook with great eagerness
to prosecute the works commenced by Peter the Great ; and in these affairs
she employed general Miinnich, the only public officer now alive who had
served unXer eter, and had attained the age of eighty-four. One of his
former adjutants said of him, “ He was a severe master ; but I felt myself
« greater as hiy adjutant, than in my present independent command.”

[ ]

Tae CaLaMiTIES OF PoLanp. A. D. 1764

The demise of rﬁf“““. the T?rd, king of Poland, who was of the family
of Saxony, occu a short tim r the accession of Catharine to the
throne of the czars. At this l;eriod the empress had entered into a treat
of alliance for eight years with the king of Prussia; a treaty which oblige"
éach party to the other, in any war in which either of them might be
ewged, with at least ten thousand infantry and two thousand cavalry, and
not to make peace except by mutual concurréence. This made it the
interest of Austria to have a Saxon prince on the throne of Poland, who

(1) See Vol. IT. Part I1. Letter XXXIV
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might not be entirely dependent on Russia and Prussia. Saxony had a party
in that countgy ; but that of Russin which was still more powerful, and espe-
c-,ialnlﬁI the family of Czartorisky, favoured the pretensions of Stanialaus
Poniatowsky, who had acquireldl the confidence of the empress. His under-
standing and character were generally received in so favourable a light, that
even his adversaries still wished that at least he might remain the second
person in the state. A third party was formed, perhaps under the sccret
guidance of the Prussian monarch, by Zamoisky, which, from a professed re-

to the interests of the country, seemed to wish to avoid all foreign in-
torference with its concerns. The diet was tumultuous ; and this afforded
A pretext to the empress Catharine, as a neighbour and friend of Poland, to
send some troops to Warsaw. The garty of Czartorisky had the best con-
certed system ; whatever they wished to accomplish was proposed by others.
They guided all the decisions, while in appearance they only accommodated
themselves to the universal will : and their language was so moderate and
obliginq: that any opposition to it had the appearance ofyioleflce and rude-
ness. The king of Brussia left these affairs to the empress of Russia.

On the day of election, general Mocronofsky interposed his vote against
any transaction that should take place under such circumstances, but was
compelled by the ill treatment he met with to withdraw his opposition.
Prince Adam Czartorisky, grand cup-bearer of Lithuania, became marshal of
the diet ; upon which the two generalissimos of the crown, two Potockys,

rince Radzyvil, Poninsky, and four thousand of their adherents, quitted
BVsmw, followed by the grand treasurer with the vayvode of Volhynia.
But Branicky, who was regarded as the head of this party, was deprived of
his dignity, as a man who had withdrawn from the service of his country,
and the duties of his office at so critical a moment. Soltyk, bishop of
Cracow, with thirty senators and sixty deputies, gave their free votes; and
some regiments refused to obey any new generalissimo. But Branicky, who
was an old, man, surrounded by hordes, who were neither unanimous nor
could be kept in order, was unable to maintain his cause ; and prince Rad-
zyvil, Potocky of Kyow, and others, dispersed to their several fortresses.
The diet now decided that the new monarch must be a Piast, a native of the
country, possessed of estates in Poland, younyg, strong, handsome, and
friendly to the customs of his country. Stanisluus was elected.

A.D. 1766.—In the second year of his reign, the friendship subsisting be-
tween the new king, Stanislaus, and the Czartorisky, began already to cool.
The latter seemed to wish to exercise the suvereignt); under his name, and
complained that he abandoned himself to favourites. The French politenecs
of his manners formed a striking contrast with the rough simplicity of the
prevailing habits of the Poles. The tolerant principles of the king were
condemned in the sermons and pastoral letters of the clergy, because he had
assented to the demands of Russia and Prussia, which, supported by Great
Britain and Denmark, required that the dissidents, consisting of Christinns
of the Protestant and Greek churches, should be re-established in their an-
cient and natural equality of rights. These powers also demanded that the
boundary between glussin. and Poland should Eg more accurately determined,
and that Poland should form an alliance with Prussia. Under pretence of
imparting a greater degree of order ang consitency to the constitution, they
proposed that only a majority of votes, instead of unanimity, should be re-
quisite at the elections; that the revenues shoﬂld be augmented by bestow-
ing on the king some new duties, and a fourth part of the income of the
Starosties ; and that these lations, Mith respect to which the king was
obliged to coincide with both the powers, should be executed by forty depu-
dies, elected by a majority of votes. .

All the great prelates, with the e:oe‘i)tion of the primate and two bishops,
thirty senators, and one hundred and eighty country deputies, protested

inst these arrangements : and the king at length renounced the new du-
ties, contenting himself with an indemnification of two hundred thousand
floring, which he also promised to expend exclusively among the nobles, in
ﬂl% establilsbment of n guard of honour. This projett, by means of which it
ovr. 111.
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was pro) to attach the nobles to his interest, was decried as tyrannical,
and of dangerous consequence to the country. As the ferment continued to
encrease, two thousand eight hundred Russians were quartered<n the estates
of the bishop of Cracow ; and one thousand five hundred in those of the bi-
shop of Wilna ; while four thousand were encamped around Warsaw. Many
of the senators, however, were not yet discouraged, but resolved, as they
said, rather to die than to sacrifice the republic to him who had been elected
for the purpose of maintaining it. ¢ Speak then,” said the bishop of Mora-
via to the archbishop primate.—¢ Speaft, wretch, for the religion by which
“ thou art fattened, or retire into thy primitive nothingness.” The same
prelate, also, thus addressed bishop Paiaskofsky. < Thy heart is capgble of
“ all manner of corruption—sell thyself therefore to the highest bidder !”
The popular indignation compelled the king to abandon all thoughts of in-
troducing the proposed regulations. The dissidents were indeed allowed to
exercise their religious duties in places where they already possessed churches:
but this was agly on condition that those bwsildings should not be enlarged ;
and the clergy of the Greek church were permitted the liberty of performing
baptisms, marriages, and burials, on condition that the customary fees shoul(
be previously paid to their Catholic brethren.

rom this period the parties entered into confederations: in the first place
at Sluck, in the vayvodeship of Novogorodek, situated in Black Russia,
under major general Glabofsky ; and afterwards at Thorn, under lieutenant
Goltz. wenty-four confederations were formed in Lithuania, the pro-
fessed object of which was resistance to the influence of foreign states; but
they were probably as much directed against the dissidents. rince Radzy-
vil, who was at the hecad of these Lithuanian confederations, procured, in
1767, the assembling of an extraordinary diet at Cracow.

The first sittings of this assembly were so tumultuous, that it was impos-
sible to collect the votes; upon which the Russians entered the town, seized
Soltyk, the zealous bishop of Cracow, the bishop of Kyow, the vayvode of
Cracow, count Rzovusky, and several of the senators, all of whom they sent
as prisoners into Russia. The terror which this mcasure inspired served
only to increase the tumult ; and the diet separated, after having chosen
sixty deputies, who were commissioned to treat with the Russian ambassador
on the present state of affairs.

1t was now agreed to grant the king one million five hundred thousand
florins, and prince Radzyvil, to whom the republic owed three millions six
hundred thousand, as a first installment in payment of his demand ; to en-
trust all business which had hitherto been conducted by the pope’s nuncio
to a synod, to which his holiness should be pleased to give the permanent
authority- of a legatus a latero : and faithfully to observe the alliance with
Russia, according to the treaty concluded in the year 1686, and deposited in
the archives of the country.

The partisans of this compromise were threatened by the nuncio with the
great bann ; and the ﬁope humnself wrote to the king, that he ought rather to
abandon his crown than countenance such scandalous proceedings. But,
notwithstanding this opposition, the compact was confirmed by the diet, the
public taxes were fixed at twenty-three millions, and a treaty of guarantee
was renewed with Russia. ,

. The dissidents were detested, as the party which had given occasion to the
uﬂunes_mﬂmted on the independence of the country, and were subjected to
all possible oppressions. A confederation was formed against them at Bar,
under marshal Krazinsky ; one at Halriz, under Potocky ; and another at
Lublin ; which latter place was, orf that account, set on fire by the Russian
artillery. Civil war now arose in all its horrors : the Russians encreased
'tl‘xen- force to a degree which could not be a matter of indifference to the
Lurks, and conquered Bar, seizing all the wealth of Podolia, Volhynia,and the
Ukraine. Krazinsky and Potocky threw themselves into the Turkish for-
tresa of Chotin. 'The terrors of this war of religion was augmented by the
inceasant incursions of the Haidamaks, who entered the country from the
Russian vice-royalty of Elizabethgorod. On one occasion, they burnt ten
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towns and one hundred and thirty villages ; and on another, three of the
former and ﬁftg' of the latter. The Jews were every where committed to
massacre and the flames, and the roads were covered with dead bodies, until
at length neither man nor beast was to be found alive within sixty miles of
the borders. The Russians in the mean time were besieging Cracow, where
the confederates for a long time held out against famine and tilence.
Martin Ludomitzsky, in the utmost extremity, made a sally, in which he lost
one half of his followers ; but he made goud his retreat with the rest through
the midst of the enemy. The Russians extended themselves over all the
eoayvodeships, in order that the confederates might be prevented from form-
ing #h union in any part. That party, however, brought reinforcements out
of Turkey, and the detestation inspired by their wanton cruelties, exceeded
the terror of their first revenge. In the ﬁenr 1769 the king proclaimed them
rebels ; and they declared his authority illegitimate. Thirteen contests took
place in' the course of one moyth, and the progress of the war was only ar-
rested by the devastations of pestilence. Two hundred and® fifty thousand
men died within the space of a few weeks in Volhynia, the Ukraine, and
Podolia. Kaminiok was abandoned by its garrison, and all its inhabitants,
and the whole force of the confederates crowded toward Great Poland.

While the Russians favoured the dissidents, the court of Vienna appeared
to incline to the cause of the confederates. It refused, however, to take
part in these disturbances ; and even in the beginning of the Turkish war
occasioned by them, that court declared, that it would adhere to its neutra-
lity, and only placed troops in a few districts immediately bordering on Hun-

ry. But when the confederation of Bar eurnestly entreated the empress

aria Theresa not to take any advantage of the disasters of a people who
had been compelled to take up arms for the liberty of their country, and for
the religious rights of their forefathers, she declared publicly, That she was
willing to protect those communities only which were not foreign to her as
queen of Hungary, frum the evils of this dreadful period ; and gave verbal
assurance, that she was affected with the misfortunes of the confederates ;
and that although the situation of political affairs did not allow her to assist
them with an armed force, they might nevertheless depend on her for all the
favour it was in her power to show them.

This declaration was almost immediately succeeded by a movement of the
Austrian army, which inspired the confederates with the most flattering
hopes ; but on the other side a body of Prussian troops approached the fron-
tiers, as il' to form a cordon against the pestilence which was now exercising
its ravages in Poland. Frederick collected a tribute from the vayvodeship
of Great Poland, under the pretext of obtuining compensation for the ex-
pense which he had been obliged to incur by the defective condition of their
police ; but the compassion of mankind was excited, when he afterwards tore
twelve thousand families from their native country, in order to transplant
them into his colonies in the Mark and in Pomerania. Ie proceeded to
strike coins of silver and gold, under the title of the king and republic of
Poland, of far less than their nominal value ; and compelled all those from
whom his subjects made purchases to take them in payment, while he refused
to receive any other than the good old coin of the country for the stores
which he accumulated. He oppressed cofimerce by the imposition of new
duties, and gave occasion to the plundering or shutting up of tho granaries
of Poland, during a period of almost universal famine in Europe. 'The op-
pression and distress of Great Poland, rose to such a height, that the pea-
sants, with their wives and children, 3nd accompanied even by capitulars
from Gnesna, fled in troops toward the forests of Lithuania, and the frontiers
of Austria. Many perished in the journey by the hands of robbers, or of the
enemy, or fell exhausted by their sufferings.” The uged parents of the fugi-
tives were fettered and ill-treated in their native country, because they
could not prevent the emigration of their children; and those who had
daughters were obliged to deliver up a certain number, provided with por-
tions, for the Prussian colonies. .

These proceedings at length opened the eyes of the confederates, and mar-
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shal Zaremba first offered his services tofkin Stanislaus, in ol-;]t:ll'l to effect
an union between the conflicting parties, for the preservation o eir com-
mon country ; but the king m%lf probability considered this proposal to be
already too late. The party of the emperor Soseph in the court of Vienna
was abont this period engaged in combating the religious adherence of Ma-
rin Theresa to her promises, and the rights of others. She in vain repre-
sented the consequences of infringing the public morality ; and the salt works
of Vielitschka, W‘Lich yielded an annual produce of six hundred thousand cwt.
were now taken possession of by the Austrians.

At length, on the 26th of September 1772, thirteen hundred years from
the period when a system of co-existent states began, after the destruction
of thie western empire, to be formed in Europe, the first important blow was
given to the maxims and compacts on which their existence and the balance
of their power had been gradually established. The ambassadors of Maria
Theresa, of the empress and autocrat Catharine the Second, and of the kin,
of Prussia, inethe name of their respective®courts, informed the king an
the republic of Poland, that the three powers, in order to prevent farther
bloodshed, and to restore peace to Poland, had agreed among themselves to
insist upon their indisputable claims to some of the provinces of that coun-
try ; and therefore demanded, that a diet be held for the purpose of settling
the new boundaries, in concert with them.

It pleased the great governor of the universe, at this time, to allow the
crowned heads of the north of Europe to give the world a striking exhibition
of their courtly morality. The iniquitous scheme of the dismemberment of
Poland, is said to have originated in the mind of Frederick. Having added
Silesia to the dominions which he inherited from his father, he professed to
be greatly alarmed at the progress of the Russian arms, in wresting the pro-~
vince of Moldavia from the Turks. Peace, if he might obtain credit for
knowing his own mind, was the chief wish of his heart, as he was now in the
decline of life, and was no longer inflamed with martial glory ! but he con-
cluded, that the disorders of Poland would afford him an opportunity of
strengthening his dominions, which it would be unwise in him to neglect.
The emperor of Austria was equally apprehensive of danger, and therefore
did not scruple to make advances to a prince with whom his mother had long
been at variance. HMe visited Frederick at Neiss in Silesia, in 1769,(1) and
a confidential intercourse of sentiments took place between the monarchs.
They pledged themselves to unite for the maintenance of the peace of Ger-
many ; and it was hinted by the I’russian monarch, that if the czarina could
not easily be brouﬁht to reasun, a threefold partition of Poland might remove
all difficulties. The emperor Joseph had no qualms of conscience on the
subject ; he was neither so disinterested nor so just as to resist or condemn
the proposition, though prudential reasons were in favour of keeping it secret
for a time. In the following year, the two crowned heads had another meet-
ing; and prince Kaunitz had also long conferences with the king, to whose
interests he promised to attend. Prince Henry, soon after visi Peters-
burg on pretence of amusement, disclosed the project to Catharine, by whom
it was not disapproved. As, however, she still insisted on extravagant terms
of peace, Maria Theresa and her son ordered mili preparations; and an
armed party entering Poland, seived the lordship of Zipe.(2)

This invasion accelerated the adjustment of &e treaty. Frederick drew
the outlines of a plan ; but Catharine, in her contre projet, demanded a much
greater port_lon of the spoils than he was willing to allow, and exacted new
terms of alliance, more favourable t€ herself than to her royal confederate.
These requisitions delayed the settlement, and the various parties were bu-
‘;-IY employed in making out each his own preferable right to the spoliation.
Prussia could go back for several centuries, and demonstrate, by an appeal
to treaties, that certain provinces of the Polish territary bad belonged to his
sncestors, the electors of Brandenburg. A treaty had been concluded in

(V) Gillics's view ot the re f Frederi g
@ Gusres Pogthontne d:llmil)d:]l’l;l::'l;::k IL chap. wi.
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1657, by which the Poles miEned the sum of four hundred thousand dollars
on the security of the city of Elbing, to the elector of Brandenburg, who was
to deliver them® from the Swedish arms; but the promise then made had
never been fulfilled ! .

But Frederick, with his well known goodness and moderation, only de-
sires, in satisfaction of all these claims, to be now put in ssion of Pome-
rellia, the districts on the Netze, the vayvodeship Marienburgh, the
bishoprick of Ermeland, the district of Michelau, and the bishoprick and vay-
vodeship of Culm. As he leaves Poland in possession of Dantzic and Thorn,
he grusts that the republic will grant him, as a friend and good neighbour,
(which it is consonant with his system always to remain) a suitable compen-
sdtion for the sacrifices which he thus offers to make. He has only one thing
more to add, which is, that while the king abandons his claim to Dantzic as
a property, his majesty does not mean to renounce the harbour of that city,
nor the customs collected in it ; for Dantzic had only enjoyed by sufference,
the use of that harbour, which wi# u monastic estate belouging go the abbey
of Oliva, and had been made, by permission of that establishment, in the
year 1647, because the Neufahrwassar was no longer capable of admitting
ships. Dantzic had promised to pay the abbot an annual rent of one huudrek
dollars during ninety-three years; a period which had long since elapsed.
Besides, ncither the city nor the abbot possesses any territorial sovereignty :
the whole country belongs to the lord of Pomerellia, and the king is the ruc-
cessor of Mistewyn, duke of Pommern-Dantzic. The hing of I’oland, indeed,
who was at that time sovereign of the country, approved the contract ; but
that circumstance cannot be binding on a king of Prussia ; and the abbot as
an ecclesiastic, was forbidden by the canunon law to grant any leasc for a
longer period than ten years. Dantzic, it is true, has erected the harbour at
an immense expense ; {ut that process, after all, was only an inundation of
a portion of land, and could not possibly prejudice the territorial rights of
the sovereign. Besides which, according to the Roman law, the harbour
could not belong to Dantzic, because the coast on which it is situated is the
property of another power. The king, consistently with the moderation
which characterizes actions of the monarch of Prussia, will not forbid the
city to make use of the harbour ; but to expect him to furego the profit
arising from its use, would be & most impudent demand. Culm and Werme-
land can only be considered as a very small indemmfication for his magna-
nimous renunciation of his claims to i)antzic itself, to Thorn, and to a com-
pensation for several centuries of unjust dispossession !

The whole of Polish Prussia, together with the district of the Netze, was
therefore occupied ; by which transaction, the state of Prussia became a con-
tinuous territory from Glatz to Memel, and acquired the fertile districts of
Culm, Elbing, und Marienburg. The king became muster of the cathedral
of Wermeland, and poseessed an annual income of 300,000 dollars, and of
the only mouths of the Vistula which yet remained navigable. * All the inha-
bitants of these districts were compelled to take the oath of ullegiance within
fourteen days.

Austria had equally weighty reasons to allege for the conduct she was
now compelled to adopt. lft was now five hundred and ninety years since
Cassimer, the second king of Poland, transfegred the two royal Polish fiefs of
Zator and Auschwitz to his cousin Mecislaf, duke of Teschen in Upper Sile-
sia ; but as the edicts of Poland became afterwards so tumultuous, that _the

rinces of Silesia could not attend them consisfently with their own g}gm.ty,

>asimir of Teachen, in 1289, transferredhis feudal duties to Venceslaf, king
of Bohemia ; and Poland finally consented to the trapsaction. ¢ It is true
®¢_that Casimir the Fourth, by the fortune of arms, had three hundred and
““ twenty years ago re-conquered, on behalf of Poland, these territories which
“ his ancestors had formerly forfeited to the military superiority of Bohemia,
“ in the year 1462 But itor and Auschwits were conferred on him only
“ for lﬁsﬁ.fe. It must be confessed, that these territories have always re-
*“ mained in the hands of hissuccessors, and there is no record that they have
* ever been required to give them up ; but this must be ascribed to the pecu~
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* liar and well-known magnanimity, and moderation, and goodness, of the
«¢ illustrious archducal family. 1t’is to be lamented, that upder the present
¢ constitution of Poland, there is so little ground to hope that the republic
* will manifest such a sense of justice, as spontaneously to restore Galicia,
*¢ Lodomeria, Zator, and Auschwitz. The empress-queen, however, will em-
« Eloy the power conferred upon her by God, with the mildness which is
¢¢ hereditary in her family ; and instead of rigorously demanding the whole
¢ of her rights, will content herself with a very moderate equivalent—con-
‘¢ sisting of two-thirds of Upper Poland. Pokulia, and some districts of Po-
¢ dolia and Volhynia ; which contain in the whole about two hundred and
“ fifty cities and large towus, fifty smaller places, six thousand threethundred
¢ villages, and two millions five hundred and eigbix' thousand inhabitants.”
So much for the conscience of Maria Theresa, and the pleus on which her
claims were founded.

The empress of Russia took possession of an important part of the grand

rincipality of Lithuania, and of the vayvodeship of Minsk, Vitensk, and

scislaf, with so little embarrassment, that it did not even appear necessary

to her to publish the grounds of her proceeding. She allowed the inhabit-
ants three months to remove themselves.

The king and senate of Poland lamented this unhappy destiny of their
country, attributed the origin of the party dissensions to the influence of
foreigners, displayed the evidences of their rights, alleged the compacts, and
referred to the guarantee under which they had been concluded, appealed
from the violence of the superior power and unjust arms of their enemies,
and protested before the Almighty Governor of the Universe against this
crying oppression.

The king of Prussix continued to raise the tolls collected in the harbour
of Dantzic to an intolerable height, and the city was urged, by all possible
means, to surrender itself voluntarily to his sway. He summoned a diet at
Lissa, to counteract that of Warsaw, and confiscated the estates of all such
nobles as refused to acknowledge their allegiance. The empress of Russia
also took possessien of the we:ﬁth of prince Charles Radzyvil, and of Con-
stantine and Adam Czartorisky. When an offer of restoration was made to
Radzyvil, he replied, ““1 am a free-born man ; my ancestors were free ; and
¢ though in adversity, I will also die free.” 'The countess Vielopolska died
by her own hands ; and all those who were worthy of their ancestors, quitted
their country, now subjected to a foreign yoke. But the complaints of the
oppressed were not necessary to the judgment passed by all KEurope on this
tnﬂsactmn. and it will be confirmed by the latest posterity.

. 'The subjects of the republic were reduced from seven or eight to four mil-

lions, and its revenues were proportionably diminished. Instead of one hun-
dred senators, only thirty-eight were assembled at the diet. The archbishop
primate, the grand chancellor of Lithuania, the grand marshal, and their
friends, absented themselves from the servile assembly and repaired to Cra-
cow. The diet, although surrounded by an armed force, began with a pro-
test by all the deputies of Podolia and Volhynia. The consequence was, that
the foreign soldiers were quartered by hundreds upon all those nobles who
were attached to the cause of independence. Eight days were allowed to
the d‘let to conform to the wishes of the allied powers ; and it was declared,
that in case of refusal, thirty thousand men should enter the city at the ex-
piration of that period, and their obstinacy should be subdued b{ all possible
means. On the seventh day, a great number of the deputies left tie city,
and the remainder subscribed the tcims by which Poland was compelled, not
only to rencunce all claim to, and all connection with, the district of which
she had been deprived, but to engage to protect the three confederated pow-
ers in the posseasion of the countries they had seized.

The latter now established a permanent council, which was dependent on
themselves, and could easily be influenced according to their pleasure. The
king of Prussia declared, that if the republic did not place this council in
actual existence on a certain day, he would consider its refusal or delay as a
declaration of war; and‘he, at the same time, demanded possession of a
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district on the Netze, not usually bounded by the river, but which wus
occasionally covered with its waters during extraordinary floods. The Aus
trian commissiomers of boundaries drew a line from the mouth of one river
to another, and demanded all the, districts comprised within the windings of
the streams, as the shores of these rivers. Instances frequently occurred in
which a district was usurped, without assigning any reason whatever. And
a similar proceeding often took place out of pure philanthropy, in which the
object of the appropriation was to relieve the country people from illegiti-
mate authority. The permanent council was established: it consisted of
forty senators and noblemen, nominated by the diet, who continue in office
untx the, succeeding session of that assem{l_v, and transact all military and
foreign affairs, with the business of the high police. It can expound the
laws, but cunnot make them.

Prussia was in some instances obliged to abandon a part of the districts
which it had seized ; but before these temporary possessions were relin-
quished, the flocks were driven agray, the forests cut down, the magazines
emptied, even the most necessary implements taken away, miM the taxes
raised by anticipation.(1)

LETTER III.

Rupture between Russia and Turkey.— English fleet under admiral Elphin-
stone assists the Russians, and defeats the Turks.— Dreadful ravages of the
plague at Moscow and the country adjacent. A. D. 1768—1774.

Tre protection which the confederates received in Turkey, and mutual
complaints concerning the incursions of the wandering hordes of Tartars
and Cossacks, had some years before furnished a pretence for war between
the Porte and the Russians. It was in reality impossible that the Turks
could contemplate with indifference the transactions which took place in
Poland: and the French court, in the miserable condition in which it was at
that time placed, possessed no other means of assisting the Poles than by
giving occasion to some diversion which might otherwise engage the attention
of the Russians.
The padisha Mustafa, at the first entrance of the Russians into Poland,
announced that his attention was aroused by that movement: and the em-
ress on her side declared, that the republic had requested assistance from
er, in order to quell some internal commotions, which her native magnani-
mity, and her neighbourly friendship towards that unhappy country, did not
permit her to refuse ; that these troops were neither numerous nor well pro-
vided, and were not even commanded by a general, as they received all their
orders from prince Repnin, who was the ambassador of Russia at Warsaw.
A body of Russians who were pursuing sume of the confederates, after-
wards burned the Turkish town o¥ Balta, and put all its inhabitants to death
without distinction. This deed was represented by the Russiaus as merely
an irregular proceeding of the Hnidnm&, but was considered by the Turks
as an act of direct hostility. Obreskeff, the®Russian resident in Constanti-
nople, was reguired by the divan to give an explicit assurance, that the Rus-
sians should immediately abandon the cities and territories of Poland ;
and as he had no commission to make any such promise, he was arrested, and
conveyed to the Seven Towers. The multi gave his fefta: war was declared,
Mahommed Emin Pascha Kaimakan, nominated grand vizier, and the Euro-
pean and Asiatic dominions of the Porte summoned to arms. While all the
officers who were to compose the suite of the grand vizier were preparing at

. (1) Wraxall’s Memoirs of the courts of Berlin, Dresden, Warsaw, and Vienna.—Tooke’s
life of Cathanine the Second.—Gilliew’s life of Frederic the Gieat.—Coxe’s Travels in
l_ﬂllndhlluu'u. Sweden, and Denmiark.—Posthumous Works of the king of Prusuia, by

croft, -
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Constantinople for their departure, the multifarious hordes of militia assem-
bled themselves out of Asia, and covered the Bo?horus and Hellespont with
numerous transports. On the other hand, the different ndtions composing
the extensive empire of the autocrat of all.the Russias, most of whom were
barbarous, put tgemselves in motion, and sent a thrge hundredth part of
their whole population to open the campaign on the Dniester, under the com-
mand of general Rumjiinzoff; and a bodly of troops selected from among the
corps dispersed over Poland was assembled on the side of the Ukraine and
Podolia, under Soltikoff. The capitation tax of the Russian empire was
raised, a war contribution of twenty per cent. levied on all salaries, and, an
impost of five roubles laid on all ~horses. .- -

wo hundred and fifty thousand men, without including the Tartars,
marched from Constantinople towards the Danube ; and twenty ships came
to the assistance of the padisha from Mahommed el Husin, sherif of Morocco,
and fifteen from the republics of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. The frontiers
were defended by prince Galitzyn and Rumjanzoff: the army of the former
consisted of thirty-one regiments of infantry of two thousand each, forty
regiments of cavalry each eight hundred strong, and a park of one hundred
cannon : the force under the command of the latter amounted to forty-one
thousand men. The numbers engaged in these modern contests are, how-
ever, subject to as great suspicion of exaggeration as those which are said to
have composed the hosts of Darius and Xerxes.

The first hostile procedure was the devastation of the frontiers, which oc-
casioned want of provision ; and the immediate consequence of this was a

odigious desertion from the Turkish army. It is said that the Tartars
E:;rned one hundred and fifty four towns and villages in the course of the
winter, and carried more than fourteen thousand families into slavery.

In the spring of the year 1769, the standard of the prophet was carried
through the streets of Constantinople: but the progress of the visier was so
difficult and tedious, that at the end of April he had advanced no further
than Adrinnople. The first operations of the war, which took place at
Chotin, were so unfavourable to the Russians, that prince Galitzyn was com-
pelled to recross the Danube. The visier was incessantly employed in ex-
ercising in the plains of Isakschia his undisciplined troops, whom he wished
to convert into soldiers before he led them against the enemy. Chotin was
suddenly attacked by the Russians, but was reinforced by the visier, and de-
fended itself with such spirit that Galitzyn was again obliged to give way.

The calumnies of Molodowni Ali Pasha, effected the recall of the visier,
and his successor crossed the Dniester : just at this period torrents of rain
fell in the mountains, the rivers rose to a great height, the bridge of boats
was destroyed, and the Turkish army found itself divided by an impassable
stream. That part which had already passed over, withstood the attack of the
Russians with tﬂe greatest courage : their brethren, who were spectators of the
affair, looked on with silent admiration ; and the visier was utterly at a loss
what steps to take. When this part of the troo]ps had almost entirely fallen,
the whole army on the opposite bank raised a loud cry of execration ; they
forgot Chotin, and retreated hastily to the Danube : in fourteen days, forty
thousand men deserted the standard of the visier,  with whom God and his
‘ prophet were not.” The Russlan armies now effected a junction, and took
possession of Chotin, where they found a plentiful provision of artillery : the
occupation of Moldavia and Wallachia were the fruits of this victory; and
Eel:nlt,t and Prosorofsky entered Yas:zy, Bukoriischty, and Gallatsch, without
resistance.

While the late visier was sent into banishment, Rumjéinzoff hastened to.

attack Halil his succeseor ; and count Panin su po the field-marshal,
and covered the frontiers. A. D. 1770. 1t was determined to separate the
Turkish army, and to intercept their supplies : the war was therefore darried
on both by land and water ; and as it was not sufficient to have the commuand
of the Euxine Pontus, so lonﬁ as the Bosphorus remained open to the Turks,
a 'li.‘ussmp.ﬂeet sailed round urope, and appeared in the Archipelago.

he visier took advantage of his superior numbers to disturb his enemy
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on all sides ; bo drove them out of a purt of Moldavida and Wallachia, and
opened a commynication with the fruitful pleains of Binlogored. But the
appearance of the enewy in the south com d him to dismiss the Macedo~
nians, who were his best troops. * Rumjiinzoff and the visier cume in contact
near the confluence of the Pruth with the Danube, and remained during e
whole month contemplating the situation of each other. Halil was strong and
well posted ; but the excessive eagerness of a part of his army gave occasion
to a contest in which they were defented : both the visier his army were
ul;i.yod to yield the palm of superiority to the veterans who had stood in the
field against Frederick. FProsorofaky now effected a junction of the districts
sifuated®between the Dniester and the Dnieper, and thus fucilitated the siege
of Bender, which was undertaken by count Panin. This place was gur-
i by a pasha, at the head of sixteen thousand soldiers, and was pro-
visioned fyor two years: the sallies made by this officer were executed with
heroic courage : the Russians losta great number of men, und their artillery
was but ill-served ; they suffered for want of provisions; and & the four-
teen regiments encamped befpre the place, ten were newly raised. The for-
tifications were very extensife, and held out for two months : but ut the cnd
of that time, a compression ball, (which is a complication of several miues,
cbm four hundred poods of gunpowder,) produced a large breach :
the ians now entered the place by storm, and the contest was maintained
in all the streets and gardens till they reached the citadel ; and during the
maseacre a fire broke out fromn several quarters, which continued to burn
duriag thnee days and nights. All the myrses of Budjiak now submitted,
inm;xer to save their besutiful villages, the work of a long course of in-
dustry, from devastation : Kilianova and Bialogorod opened their gates, and
Brahilow was burned. The visier retreated into the mountains of Hemnus.
Pania had retired from the service, because the promise which he had made
to his soldiers before Bender, had not been fulfilled ; and general Baur his
sucoesser, made himself completely master of Moldavia and Bessarabia,
which censists of beautiful and uncultivated steppes, interspersed with lux-
uriant pastures and forests and possessing abundant salt-works and mines :
between Akjermann and Bender, the country is an uninterrupted garden.
Moaldavia contains about one thousand rquare miles of territory, and Walla-
ohia is still mcre extensive ; this district is depastured by 500,000 Trunsyl-
vanian sheep, und abounds in wine, Turkish corn, tobacco, and all the useful
species of animals ; and here, where despotism, war and pestilence, have de-
ulated the country, forests of frnit trees have grown spontaneously.
p’i'bn Pelopounesian war was begun with success not less brilliant. Grecce,
long aceustomed to subjection, was but ill provided with troops ; and the in-
hahitante pursued their own business almost without interferencc on the
of the inactive and usually mild government. But when they reccived
intelligence of the enterprise of the Russians, a Christian people of the
Greek church, to deliver the Greeks from the yoke of the barbarians, the
love of liberty was rekindled in many of thecir hearts, developed itself ra-
idly and iﬂmhrly, and stood only in nced of proper discipline and a good
: , t0 produce the most im nt results. Alexej Orloff made his np-
pearance with only six ships, while Navarino, the native country of Nestor,
was uered by Hannibal. All Lacgnia, tire plains of Argos, Arcadia, und
A part :? Achaia, rose in insurrection, and spared none of their former runlers :
-and the islands under the dominion of Venice, gpanifested equal impatience.
The Turks in the mean time, crossed the isthmus in order to relieve Patra.
The war in Peloponnesus was always attended with cansiderable difficulty,
-gn acepunt of the great number of important posts which required the pre-
.sence of the Russians and of the armed Greeks, who were but few in num-
ber, in 00 many places at the same time. The Masinottes fought one unruc-
cessful battle on the isthmus ; upon which thé seraskier pacha of Bornin,
with thirty thousand Epirots, Illyrians, and Albanians, advanced with little
resistance into the ancient Messene. The rising cause of freedom met with
the most severe hlow at Modon : thie Mainottes were not possessed of thes
d%me nlflnllﬂitlr_v skill which enables X small body fo vamquizh a much mere
oL. . - ° : :
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numerous enemy : the seraskier compelled Orloff and the Knés Dolgorukoj,
to retreat to Nuvarino. Two thousand Greeks, full of walour but unac-

uainted with discipline, made another vain attack upon Modon: the
Rhinottel now retreated to their mountains; and it was manifested to the
view of the whole world, that freedom without order is a vain idea.

But admiral Elphinstone, after having cast anchor near Tiinarus, sailed to
the coast of Laconia, and defeated the Turkish fleet, which was far more nu-
merous than his own, in the waters of Epidaurus, and afteywards pursued it
into the canal between Chios and Asia. The Turks had fifteen s of the
line and an equal number of xebecs and gallies, which they placed in a posi-
tion defended by rocks and islands. The Russian fleet, with four frigates
and fire-ships, was arranged opposite to them in three lines. Spiritoff com-
manded the van, Frederick Orloff the middle division, and Elphinstone the
rear. Spiritoff suddenly attacked the Turkish admiral, whose ship presently
took fire: Sesir Beg endeaveured to save_his vessel, but the anchors had be-
come entarfgled, and the mainmast in flames fell on Spiritoff’s ship : the
men now jumped into shallops or into the sea, and in a moment both the ad-
mirals’ ships were blown into the air. This terrific spectacle kept both sides
for a short space of time in astonishmnent: the Turks, however, by the ad-
vice of Hassen Bey, retreated with their vessels into the straits, under
Tschesmé, upon which lieutenant Duidnle, with four fire-ships filled with
bombs and red-hot balls, protected by admiral Greigh, approached the
Turkish fleet in the night oF the 26th July, and set it on fire. Three na-
tions contended for the honour of this scheme: the Russians and the English
disputed it with each other ; and another competitor appeared in the person
of Ruu, a Hessian. The Turkish fleet, pent up in the narrow bay, continued
to burn for five hours ; but Hassan escaped with his ship through the midst
of the enemy : while the conflagration of the vessels was going on, the ma-
Fﬂzine at Tschesmé blew up, and destroyed both the town and the citadel.
The sailors, peasants, and soldiers fled in the utmost disorder to 8myrnas ;
where Kara Osman Oglu, a powerful chief in that country, was scarcely able
by the utmost exertions of courage and authority to quiet the disturbance.

The conquerors now made their appearance at Lemnos, where they re-
mained instead of forcing a passage, as many thought they might have dene,
through the ill-defended straits of the Dardanelles, and dictating the terms
of peace at the gates of the terrified capitul. The garrison of the citadel of
Lemnos, in vain requested permission to miake an unmolested retreat: and
while the Russians were endeavcuring to obtain possession of it by force,
Hussan, who was now kapudan pacha, inflamed the zeal of three thousand
volunteers, who unexpectedly made their appearance in some wretched ves-
sels, and set Lemnos at liberty. The Rusaian fleet afterwards remained in
the harbour of Ausa, and in the waters of Paros. The Porte was entirely
destitute of ships; Syria and qupt were in a state of insurrection; and
though the war'ﬁstﬂ{ four years longer, the victors of Tschesmé effected no
settlement either in the Grecian islands or on the continent.

Towurd the end of this campaign, some ignorant or selfish Russians at
Yassy, purchased some goods infected with the P:F“e' The commandant
of the place thought he displayed his courage by adopting no precautions :
the disurder soon raged throughout the city, and men fell dead in the streets.
The pestilence arrived at Chotin, and in a short time reduced five regiments
of infantry to four hundred men: it was communicated by infected clothes
to the grand army, which Rumjiinzoff was therefore obliged to separate in,
the utmost haste. Some soldiers had already conveyed it to the greas town
of Kyow, where the physicians were either ignorant of its character, ¢r

af:.ai to menﬁ?‘n ‘::s nn;ne h it]l):ury thore‘ll'ori; l&on became irresistible’; fu-
gitives spread yond the ieper, an e mountains ; r
und even the officers of the poliee,p:!undmd the houses whonm
bhad been destroyed bz the disease ; and the remainder of the population was
saved with difficulty by the effects of the winter, and the arrange~
ments cdo&::l by major Skippow. Some wool received from the Ukraine in
the mean infected the great manufactory at Moscow, on which account
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processions were performed, which only served to spread the disease : all the
commanders and nobles quitted the city, and order and authority were en-
tirely at an end. Nine hundred,men fell victims daily, and numbers luy un-
buried in the streets and houses. A merchant who represented himself to
have been cured miraculously b‘y an image, gave occasion, by this means, to
a most dangerous assemblage of the multitude, who collected to pray to the
holy virgin for their lives : and the effect of this practice was so fatal, that
the archbishop gawe orders that the image should be removed in the night.
When this circumstance came to the knowledge of the people, all Moscow
beeume _a scene of fury and insurrection, and the archbishop was murdered,
h{‘ blows of hammers, before the high altar in the monastery of Donsk,
which lay without the city. All the sick, in order to enjoy the remaining
moment of their lives, quitted the hospitals, stormed and plundered the
bishop’s palace, and inflamed their own rage with the contents of the cellars.
At this moment Jerapkin made Rjs appearance at the head of the ison‘:
his soldiers marched over corpses ; persons were infected on bot!Psides in the
scuffle, and others died under strokes of the knout. The calamity was at
last arrested by Gregory Orloff and the cold of winter, after ninety thousaund
individuals bnx been its victims in Muscow and the neighbouring villages.

In the year 1772, the entrenchments of Perecop, at the entrance of the
Crimea, were forced in the space of four hours by the troops under the com-
mand of prince koj, and the Crimea itself was taken possession of
by the Russians. '] vizier was defeated at Babadagh, and forced to
retreat into Hamus ; the janissaries rose upon their aga, put him to death,
and set fire to their camp ; and in consequence of their discontent, Mussun
Oglu, one of the best officers in the Turkish service, was appoiuted to the
post of grand vizier in the room of Halil: Mussun conducted the fruitless
co! of peace at Fokzany.

'}Ehe Porte in the mean time was delivered from Ali Bey, who was born in
Caucasus, and sold in his youth into Egypt ; where, after having served ten

ears, he succeeded to the power of his commander the bey of that province.

rom this time he aided the factions with his approbation, if he was not in-
deed the author of the ruin of Ebn IHHaman, his first benefactor: he became
sovereign of the country, in much the same manner as Psammetichus two
thousand five hundred f'ears before, by the murder of eleven beys, and the
banishment of an equal number ; the confiscation of their wealth, and the
distribution of their officers among his brother-in-law Mohammed, and other
confidential slaves : after which he caused the pacha to be put to death.

He concluded an alliance with Scheikh Daher the lord of the land of
Canaan, and assisted him in the conquest of S8idon and the siege of Dumascus.
But his brother-in-law forsook his cause, because, impelled either by neces-
sity or avarice, he had insulted the holy cities of the moslem : Mohammed
fled into Egypt, where the people were ill-disposed to the interests of Ali,
becuuse the privileges which he allowed to foreigners had alienated their af-
fections. His soldiers deserted to the enemy ; lsmahel, his son-in-luw, whom
t:t :ldvn.noad to an important post, abandoned him; and Ali lost a decisive

e.

He now took flight through the deserts of Palestine, and arrived at Rama,
the abode of the prophet Samuel, where he Yound his old friend the Scheikh
Daher, the conqueror of the Samaritans and the Druses, who, though ninety-
three years old, was still full of vigour, und surrounded by his nephews and
grand-children. In this country he formed a co of thirteen thousand
men, with which he advanced into Egypt where Mohammed awaited him
with an army of sixty thousand. The battle took place on a Friday, which
‘the moslem keep as a holy day, and was contested with such fury, that of
four hundred Greeks and Russians in the service of Ali, three hundred and

ighty fell on the field of battle, and his army of thirteen thousand men was
ced to five hundred : his head was sent to Constantinople. Europe had
taken a more lively interest in his adventures, because he appeared to be
elevated above national prejudices: but his fault cqnsisted in manifesting his
contempt for those errurs tuo early, and in too decided a mauner.
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The Rusdsians at length crossed the Danube, A.D. 1778. and the jamivwn-
ries guve way. Mussun Oglu, however, availed himself of ¢he mlvantages
afforded by the strong regions of the Hemus; from which he made two
descents, and compelled the Russians to abandon the siege of Silistria and to
hasten back to their bridges on the Danube before he should cut off their
retreat. They lost a great part of their artillery near Varnu: and st length
Hassan pacha swore that not a Russian should paes the autumnal equinox
on the Turkish side of the river.

‘I'his commsnder, who was remarkable for the manly beauty of his person,
was by birth a Persian : he had been kidnapped when a boy, and made %the
slave of a Turk, from whose service he freed himself by the assistance ofw
Greek, nnd escaped to Smyrna, where he entered into the scrvice of the Al-
gerines. His courage and intelligence recommended him to the dey, who
entrusted him with the command of the fortress of Constantine; in which
situation he grould probably have arrived at an inglorious old age, if the m-
lice of a faction hmf not obliged him to take refuge in Spain. 'The Catholie
king caused him to be conveyed to Nuples, from whence he transported
himself in a Danish ship to Constantinople. As he was here aceused dy the
Algerine agent, he obtained an opportunity of appearing before the padisha,
Mustafa the Third, who was pleased with his intelligence and characteristic
vigour, and gave him the command of thit ship which afterwards escaped
« alone from the unfortunate affair of Tschesmé. When he became kapudan
pacha, Hassan eagerly promoted every useful institution in his power: he
founded schools of naval architecture, astronomy and geography ; he pa-
tronired men of useful attainments, especially the young Mustafa, a Briton
of the family of the Campbells : he kept his oath to the padisha, by compell-
ing the Russians to retreat across the Danube.

‘I'he latter were also unsuccessful in their attempt upon Eubea ; but they
plundered Crete and Cyprus. The court of Petersburgh became apprehen-
sive of dunger from Sweden ; on which account the Russian fleet returned
to the Baltie, after rather showing what might be done, than having really
effected much in the Mediterranean. ‘This expedition is said to have cost
thirty-two millions of sequins.

During the same period, Pugatcheff the cossack, at the head of many
warlike ‘Lordes, extended his rebellious enterprises, shook the throne of
Catharine, and convinced a great number of persons that peace was become ne-
cessary to her empire. But Mustafa died, A. D. 1774 and left the throne, not
1o hisminor son Selim, but to bis brother Abdulhamed : and as this change of
sovercigns took place without any revolution in the state, and as the finances
were in a very cxhausted state, the presents which it was usual to make on
such occasions to the junissaries, were now withheld. From this time they
manifested a tumultuous dispusition : they refused to serve any longer ; the
Asiatics returned to their own country ; the visier was abandoned by the
cavalry ; field-marshall Rumjinzoff, who was now able to act without con-
trol, cut off his supplies and reinforcements, inclosed him near Schumba, and
obliged him on the 21st July, to conclude the peace of Rutschuk Kanard-
schy. 'The mufti said to the ‘mdislm, ““Since thy ﬁeople will no longer
*“ cantinue the war, peace must-he made I” This_intelligence arrived in the
Crimea as Hassan was en, d in a contest with Dolgorukoj.

The Russians retained Kigburn, Jenikale, Kertsch, all the country be-
tween the Dnieper and the Bog, Asof, and Taganrok, together with the free
navigation of the Euxine Pontus and the Hellespont : the Crimea was se-
vered from the 'Folitiml power of the Turkish emperor, though be retained
the Caliphat. The greatest loss, however, which the Turks sustained con
‘sisted in the degree in which their spirit and confidence was depressed.(1)

(1) Anunual Register, vol. xu. and xii.—Vie de Catharine II. par Castera, tom, ik
‘l\nmn‘qua de M. Peysonuel n;lr I:sn Me'n:oiruudn eBlr:uI:ir!' 'l‘ou.—PGescbicM des Tare
Bischen Reichs.—C'oxe’s Histpry of the House of Auatnia, chap. 9.
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LETTER 1V.

Retrospect of the siate of Swedsn, A. D. 1761 tv 1770.— Abdication of the
king # us Frederick—Gustavus the T'hird succeeds to the throme—

Revolution af 1772— Dispute for the Dacarian succession, 4. 1). 1777.

Tue comtitution of Sweden, since the time of Charles the I'welfth, had been
in reality an aristocracy in which factions were more powerful than the laws.
Zenl for the new forms of liberty, and a feeling of the wounds which called
for a healing and conciliating policy, moderated the evils attendint on this
form of government in the beginning ; and the welfare of their common
country appeared to be the object 8f all clusses of the Swedes. Affuirs re-
mained in this state so long as the ceconomical plans of Cardinal Fleury
maintained a'rpuciﬁc system in Europe. Twenty years after the death of
Charles the Twelfth, the spirit of party began to grow more vehement and
to exercise its pernicious influence in blinding the eyes of men to the actual
state of affairs. A rupture now took place with Russia, which was attended
with unfortunate Juences, h those to whose hands the chief di-
rection of the war was confided, conducted it in a manner alike destitute of
energy and of method. The plans adopted were alternately combined and
frustrated by the jealousy of the factions ; passion on the one hand and dis-
couragement on the other, gave rise sometimes to preci‘]i)imte measyres and
sometimes to an equally pernicious inactivity ; and Sweden nslpeured to be
suffering at the same time under the evils of democracy and oligarchy.

The rog'alists maintained the superiority, until Russia demanded an as-
surance that Sweden should never adopt a mode of government different to
the established form. From that time the king was more and more redyced
to the situation of a mere spectator, while the secret of the system of policy
adopted wius in other hands. At this period the Loundaries of Sweden, on
the side of Norway, were determined in a very disadvantageous manner ;
and an unnecessary war was entered into with Prussia, which was vo ill con-
ducted that the court of France refuscd to grant any farther subsidies. The
council of stute at length mediated a compact, by which their exhausted
treasury was to receive twelve millions of livres in the course of a few
years ; but their opponents censured this measure as u sale of their political
independence.

As Jong as the country had been governed by pucific counsels, and the de-
sires of the rulers had been restrained within the bounds of moderation,
agriculture, manufactures and commercial enterprise had again flourished :
hut when the factions arose to importance, u few of their favourcd partisuns
obtained privileges which were extremely injurious to the public welfure ;
imd the number of manufactories, which had previously arizen to eighteen
thousand, were within ten years reduced to the half of that number.

The nation was discontented, and complained that the senate bestowed
the offices in its gift on the slaves of the arigtocracy instead of the friends
of the public good ; that that body encouraged the factions, for the purpose
of rendering itself the arbiter of t{eir differences ; that such of the peasants
8, like Lars Larsson, manifested an independer®t spirit, were oppressed by
the nobles ; while others were bribed unde seduced to distort the truth, in
order to prevent justice from being done; that in the diets the dignified
: oppressed the inferior members of their body, and the estate of citi-

zens was entirely managed by four or five demagogues. The npir::;t;iputy

augmented these defects ; and even upright individuals perhaps ed to
the wishes of their friends, instead of rigidly adhering to the welfure of the
public, and adopted a line of conduct with regard to affuirs of stute, which
would have appeared to them inadmissuble in private life. If we ju them
oen these principles, it is difficult to say whether the severe punishment
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which the council of state had formerly suffered, was owing to the errors of
their administration or to the weukness of their party.

The clergy were afterwards offended by the ubolition of’ a tenth, which
they had received ever since the period wken they had exercised the rites
of hospitality, before the egtablishment of regular houses of entertasinment.
Severe sumptu laws were enacted, and the manner of their execution
was frequently moua < the stipends were diminished ; those who were per-
haps unuble to pay the taxes demanded of them, had their cattle and the
implements of their industry taken away :. private houses were subjected to
a search, under pretence of smuggling ; oppugition was punished with pyblic
whippings ; and persons actually convicted, were condemned to the loss gf
honour and even of life.

King Adolphus Frederick, pemivinfg the voice of dissatisfuction from all
quarters, demanded the -ummoning of the diet ; which the council of state
refused. The king upon this laid down the government, demanded the seals
of office, and caused it to be notified thréugh his son to all the offices, that
business should no longer be transacted in hia nume. The council of state,
perceiving the danger of violent commotion, ordered the generals to double
the guards : but those officers refused to obey these orders issued by their
sole authority. The financial department also refused to increase the pay of
the garrison, because they had not received the commands of the king for
that measure ; and all the colleges were reduced to a state of inactivity.
The governor and the magistrates of Stockholm now repaired to the senate,
and declared that the third estate would be assembled : upon which the
council of state was compelled to consent to the summoning of a diet ; and
on the ninth day of anarchy, the king resumed the reins of government.

The extraordinary diet assembled at Nykoping : a secret deputation pre-
pared articles of accusation: the whole council of state, with the exception
of only two of its members, was removed and condemned to pay the expenses
incurred by this diet, on the ground that it refused to summon the assembly,
had fixed upon Nykoping as the place of meeting, and had endeavoured to
exercise authority over the king. ‘The constitution was preserved ; but it
was evident to eve erson that it was practicable to change it.

The king died, while Gustavus the Third who was the hope of the nation
and had been most carefully educated from his youth, was on his travels.
At his return, he declared that he was fully sensible of his happiness in being
a citizen of a free country ; and that he would never consider the partisans
of despotism as his friends. He added, that if he should ever be so unfor-
tunate as to violate a constitutional law, or even a future limitation to hia
authority, if the estates of the kingdom should think fit to adopt such a
measure ; he now absolved them beforeband from the allegiance which they
had aworn to his person. When they were taking the oath, he said, “ it is
“‘ the established usage to do thus; otherwise it would :;}'?)enr to me unne-
““cessary. I consider him an unhapp king, who is obeyed only because bis
*“ subjects are compelled to submit to him."

A great commotion soon afterward took place in the fortress of Christian~
stadt, situated on the frontiers: the council of state was accused of a
treacherous dereliction of its duty ; and the nation was called upon to “ give
¢ to the king what belonged to,the king.” Charles duke of Sudermania, a
brother of the king, who happened to be at Carlscrona, made himself master
of that important place, of t‘:e m ine and of the arsenal, under pretence
of correcting these ins nts: in gis manifesto, he summoned every man
to his standard againet the yoke «of *“an infernal crew, whose sword was
‘‘ suspended over the head o! every citizen in his house, and of every peasant
“ in his cottage.” Frederick the king’s third brother, armed West Gothland:

The senate, as soon as it received intelligence of these movements, com-
missioned two of ita members with full power to adopt all such measures as
might be necessary for the maintenance of the constitution; and as suspi-
cion was entertained re-pacti.nnthe dispositions of the body , the regi-

ments of SBudermania and Upland were ordered to Stockholm. The king
was required to recall his brothers, and not to absent himself. A letter from
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the duke of Sudermanisa fell into the hands of count Kalling, which left no
doubt remaining as to the revolutionary intentions of the princes, or that
they were in concert with each other. The senate sat during the
“whole night, and is said to have Hetermined to secure the n of the king.
On the following day they invited him to attend their sitting: he came ; but
his body guard was slready prepared to execute the measures on which he
had resolved. Gustavus Eagln to complain that so much business was
transacted without his knowle: ; and the senate, that he withheld from
them the public’dispatches which came to his hands. ‘The dispute was be-
comsing animated, when the senate was suddenly surrounded on all sides and
a]l its nembers made prisoners. The colonel of the guard had refused to
execute this measure ; and had returned his sword to the king, saying, *“1
“ am also your prisoner ; but am confident that I shall soon be your judge.”
The commandant of the place in vain summoned the citizens to arms on be-
half of what he was pleased to cnP freedom ; they had the good sense not to
mistake aristocratic government for liberty. ‘The citizens, the gwrrison and
the guard, were informed by manifestos t{at “ plans had been entertained
“ for subjecting both the king and the nation to the power of a few nobles ;
“ but that theﬁ(ing would defend the caure of true liberty, which in his
* estimation was the greatest good.” On the following day, all Stockholm,
with the exception of a few of the chief magistrates, took an oath of adherence.
The diet was assembled ; the house was surrounded by the garrison and
body guard ; and the king in his crown and robes, and bearing the silver
hammer of Gustavus Adolg)hus in his hand, appeared among them, and
made a speech conoerning the dangers attendant on factions and the tyrann
of the aristocrats, one of the effects of which they might perceive in the high
price of bread. He spoke also of the ancient deliverers of the nation ; said
that he wished to become a second Gnstavus Vasa, that he hated arbitrary
power, and intended to reign according to the laws. The new laws were
read ; in which it was enacted that, in future, the king shall nominate the
senate and shall summon and dismiss the diet ; that he shall have the power
of levying the ancient taxes, and in case of necessity, of appointing new
ones : that the whole force of the kingdom, both by sea and land, shall be
at his disposal ; that the power of declaring war and of concluding treaties
of peace and alliance, is also placed in his hands, together with the})rlvilega
of appointing to all the offices ard dignities of the state. On the following
day, the senate was dismissed and corn distributed among the people. Such
was the termination of the constitution which had been established fifty-two
years before.

Tue DispuTe ror THE Bavarian Svccession.

A few years after these occurrences, Maximilian Joseph, son of the em-
peror Charles the Seventh, and the last elector of Bavaria, died. In him
that branch of the family of Wittelsbach, which had now honourabl ﬁovern-
ed Bavaria during nearly five hundred years, became extinct ; and left the
remembrance of many valiant, politic, and even beneficent princes ; but not
the reputation of a very wise government, %r of a constitution modelled
upon noble 1‘)ﬂnciplen.

Charles Theodore von Sulzbach, elector of the palatinate of the Rhine, and
head of the next branch of the family of Wittelshach, was entitled to the
succession by a family compact which- been formerly concluded, and was

to the laws of the empire: he was therefore immediately pro-

ed ; and repaired without delay to Miinich. He had, however, scarcely
arrived ‘in that city, when he was informed that the house of Austria had
determined to enforce its ancient claims on lower Bavaria; and the new
elector, conscions that he was able to oppose n:l succesaful r'e)uht?'n:; 't;o the
preponderating er of that dynasty, consented to a treat whi e no-
enred the po-e-ll’uio:n of the remainder of his new d inionn.y Khrln Theress
was still living ; but Joseph possessed the chief influence in all state affairs
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of great im ce : and the court of Austria, at his inl.ﬁgltion, took
seasion of er Bavaria, required an immediate professiop of fealty from
the states of the country, and declared that the taxes should for the present
remain upon the same footing as in the prtceding . The emperor alsc
declared the counties of Schwabeck, Hohenwaldeck, Leuchtenbe Wolf-
stein, Hals and Haag, the barony of Wiesensteig, the jurisdiction ¢ Hirsch-
berg, and other i-{eria.l fiefs, to have become vacant by the extinetioa of
the family which had acquired them: and the barony of Mundelbeim in
Swabia, with all that part of Upper Bavaria which is held as a fief of Bohe-
mia, was also pronounced to be forfeited, in the name of the empress-queen.
A large tract of country, along the course of the Danube, the Inn; and the
Iser, and the suburb of Ratisbon, where the imperial diet bad held its sit-
ﬁ? during one hundred and sixteen ‘ielu, now fell to Austria.

o farther information relative to these proceedings had been communi-
<cated to the relatives of the reigning ﬁmg(, or to the estates of the country,
wr nationak representatives of Bavaria. he boundaries of the lo ip of
duke John, which had reverted to Lower Bavaria three hundred and fifty-
-four years before, had never been accurately ascertained ; so that the court
of Vienna was obliged to assure the elector, that when it should have seized
oa the possession of this territory, it would undertake the demarcation with
Jjuastice and moderation.

Frederick king of Prussia, however, regarded this whole transaction as
one which produced an essential alteration in the balance of power ; testified
his astonishment that it should have been completed without consulting him ;
and advised the duke of Deuxponts, who was the presumptive successor of
the childless elector, by no means to give his comsent to proceedings which
so manifestly contradicted the constitutions of the empire and the treaty of
‘W estphalia, without consulting the other princes of Germany, and especial-
:{the crown of France which had guaranteed that treaty. He represented to

e court of Vienna, that according to all the maxims of feudal rights,
the different branches of a family had an indisputable title to succeed to
ull the fiefs sessed by their common ancestor: that the succession of
the house Wittelsbach had been secured with extmrdi.nnrr precision
by family compacts which were in fect accordance with the laws of the
empire, and by that great imperial law, the treaty of Westphalia: that the
dinaibilig of an electorate was in direct opposition to the golden bull of
Charles the Fourth, by which the majesty of tK: emperor and the dignity of
the electers was ated ; that it was a cuuse of extreme astomishment,
that so important an alteration should have been effected witheut any con-
sultation with the empire, which was a stipulated duty on the part of the
emperor: and that in reality a compact which had been obtained by sur-
prize and violence from a single palatine prince, csuld ngt bly be valid,
in prejudice to the hereditary rights of his family. erick demanded
that the elector should be rep in ssion ofy all the heredi demi-
nions ef Maximilia;ln Joseph ; and he declared repeatedly, and in ¢ mant
positive manner, that as.a prince of the empire, as a contracting party to the

of Westphalia, n.ndp‘::.a friend of ':;'he Palatine family, he could not
permut such an infraction of the laws, such a vielstion of the nce o:‘power.
. The court of Vienna, on the other pand, replied ; that the whole of Bava-
rin, before the period at which the house of Wittelsbach had acquired the
sovereignty of that country, had been restored to their ancestors by the
dukes of Austria, out of pure moderation and love of Jpeace : that it was
reasonable to require indemnification for so many Ax‘]:lennve wars : that the
resent wn_notatllgnionrehﬁngtoun indivisi electerate, because

avaria, as it was publicly and universally known, had acquired the electordl .
dignity by the contrivance of Maximilian, only a few geuerations previcualy
4o this time; which dignity could be transferred only to his immediate de-
sosndants : that the whole country of Lower Bavaria, which from very early
times had always been ruled by its owm land-marshal, was in reality no es-
sentisl part of the duchy of Bavaria : that the house of Austria cosld per-
ceive no impediment in the constitution of Germany, to the enforcement of



LzTt. 1V MODERN EUROPE. 5

indisputable rights, provided it were done with moderation and with the
consent of those princes of the empire whose interests were most immediate-
ly-concerned ; that it was important to know whether the king of Prus-
sia was resolved to assume the office of arbitrator in all instances ; and
whether he, whose andisement had heen the most d, and was attended
with the greatest of peril to his neighbours, intended to set up his
ﬂmﬂl se the law by which all the princes were to regulate their con-
duct s, the emperor und, who had sold the electorate of Branden-
burg to the aneestor of the present king of Prussia, had also oconferred
Lgwer Bavaria, which happened to fall vacant during his reign, on his own
soR-indaw, Albert of Austria ; that the sister of the last elector of Bavaria
Bt the same time traneferred te her son, the elector of Saxony, all her claims
to the allodial possessions and nﬁﬁsitions of the deceased branch, to their
moveable property, the revenue of the preceding year, and thirteen millions
which had been expended on the Upper Palatinate ; lastly, that the family
of Mecklenb recalled to mirfl the reversion of L.euchtenbengy and other
imperial fiefs which had been granted by the emperor Maximilinn the First ;
and founded its claims on a number of sacrifices which it hud made for the
benefit of Germany.

The armies of Austria and Prussia now proceeded towards the frontiers
of Bohemia and Silesia. The king endeavoured to prove that the reversion
granted by the emperor Sigismund to his son-in-law Albert of Austria, was
without any solid iln;undaﬁon, because Albert deduced his claim to this fief-
male from his mother, who was a princess of Bavaria, and Sigismund him-
self at that very time had bestowed fiefs on other dukes of Bavaria. It was
remarked that Michael von Priest, the protonotarius who prepared both
these feudal documents, appears from history to have been convicted of fal-
sification : and lastly, it was ascertained that duke Albert formally renounced

claims arising from this investiture. The court of Vienna appealed to
the notorious existence of the Austrian titles, to the recognition of these
claims by the electors, and to the right of the latter to treat with other
courts without the concurrence of the suke of Deuxponts.

The affair was in this manner conducted diplomatically during five months,
until in the end of J ul{, A. D. 1778, the king advanced into Bohemia near
Nachod, while his brother Henry marched toward another pass. This king-
dom is accessible by thirteen different roads, the least uented of which is
that by way of Rumburg : and the Prussian general Mdllendorf, who com-
manded under prinee Henry, took this latter route, which was the lenst pro-
vided with meaps of defence, being naturnlly the most difficult of aoccess.
This whele cm'n, in which Frederick and Lascy, Henry and Laudohn,
displayed the of long and uninterrupted reflection and the practice of
the highest science, was a school of military tactics: few marches deserve to
be compared with that of Rumburg, and few retreats with that from Lauter-
wasser to Schazlar. In this campaign, as in that in which Turenne was op~
posed to Montecuculi, no battles were fought ; the king was not obliged to
compromise the safety of an army which was the chief foundation of his
power ; though on the other hand he exposed no weak point to the attacks
of Lascy and Laudohn. Military science is the foundation of political im-
portance, because the other sources of powersexist only under its protection :
and hence the advancement or decline of this art always makes an epoch in
history. It was a grand spectacle to see the ardent emperor Joseph, at the
head of the finest army in the world, excellently provided with artillery and
arms, opposed to the hoary conqueror of €zaslau, Hohenfriedburg, Ro:{uch,
Leuthen, Torgau and Lignitz. But before the question in dispute could be
decided ﬁy deeds of arms, Russia and France effected a mediation, by which
the pacific empress-queen satisfied herself with a tract of territory, contain-
ing scarcely forty square miles, between the Danube, the Inn, and the Salza.
Her Am&m not defeated: but her son was a great loser by the contest,

ese occurrences excited alarm throughout all Europe.

"l;ho t?ﬁty was concluded at Tesche;x; in Upper Silesin, A.D.1779, and its

OL. .
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observance was teed by Rusaia and France. The court of Austria ac
uired the district of the Inn, and e not to oppose the union of th
ranconian principalities of Baireuth and A with Prusfiis, on the de-
cease of the reigning margrave: and when thavshould happen, to renouncéth¢
feudal claims which the crown of Bohemia possessed in those territories, in re-.
turn for the renunciation of those which the margraves held in Austria, the
eater part of which had subsisted for four hun and fifty-seven years.
ﬁomisu were made that the emperor and the empire should be indnced to
invest the elector palatine with all the fiefs held by the deceased branch of
his family ; to indemnify the dukes of Mecklenburg by an extension of thejr
sovereign power over their own subjects, which is called de non qpprllnn?o
to the tribunals of the empire ; and in general to bestow approbation on the
treaty. With respect to the Palatine family, Austria renounced all claim
"to the remainder of the essions of the late sovereigns of Bavaria, and
conferred the Bohemian fiefs in the Upper Palatinate on the new electors.
The electorgf Saxony was gratified by the acquisition of a country on his
frontiers.(1)

LETTER V.

Retrospect of the Affairs of Portugal—Administration of the Count
d’'Ocyras— Attempt to assassinate the monarch, Joseph I.— Execution Zf
the Conspivators—War declared by S}min A. D. 1762.—Result of the
Campaign—Cominerce and internal policy of the Portuguese Government.

Tue political affszirs of Portugal, my dear son, have obtained so little notice
from Dr. Russell, in the preceding volumes of this History, that it can scarcely
be necessary to offer an ngology for bestowing a few pages on the subject in
this place. For though that kingdom is not entitled to rank among the
leading powers of Europe, it certainly is of more importance in the scale of
nations than some others on whom more attention has been paid; and the
intimate connection which for more than a century past, has subsisted be-
tween it and Great Britain must unavoidably make a recurrence to it ne-
cessary in the sequel.

The reign of Joseph I. was destined to experience the greatest dangers,
and the most uncommon catastrophes. This king having ascended the
throne in 1750, found his treasu empty, his goverment oppressed with
debts, and the,ri‘]nglish masters of 1313 kingdom and its colonies. His minis-
ter, Diego de Men , had not sufficient talents to I;Pw. remedy to these
abuses. Carvalho,(2) returned from the embassy of enna, obtained the
confidence of ithe king, turned out the minister, who was banished to Maza-
gan, and took his place. He passed the two or three first years of his mi-
nistry in contending with cabals, in searching into the causes of the de-
raﬂed state of government, and in suffering the insolence of the nobles, who
wished to pull him down.

On the of November, 17§35, happened the famous earthquake which
desolated all Portugal, threw down a considerable number of buildings in
every town throughout the kingdom, and destroyed, as it were, in the same
hour, 50,000, people. But Lisbon suffered most ; the earthquake there as-
sumed its most terrific form. The elements united to overwbelm the |,
wretched inhabitants ; the sea and the river rushed into the city, the earth
ogened wide its jaws, and fire consumed their dwellings. It was the festival,
of All-saints, and at nine in the morning, when great numbers of people

(1) Accounti of the Revolution in Sweden, Charles Francis Sheridan. Coxe’s
ﬂ;::lhmeg.o'l’ d, Swedeu, Russia, and Denmark. Gillies view of the Reign of Fre-
(2) Afterwards created Count d’Oeyras.
(4
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were hearing mass. The churches were thrown down, and all those whom
devotion or alarm had conducted thither, were crushed beneath their fall.
Tl:;igod, thé infants, and the sick, were smothered in their beds, or con-
su by the flames, which were blown into fury by the tempest that ac-
companied the earthquake. The vessels in the harbour were violently
driven aguinst each other, and many of them perished. But in the midst
of this desolation, an horrid sccne of human brutality was displayed,
an ed to the universal horror’ of the moment. The desire of plunder,
i with the hope of speedy succees a large band of eailors, suldiers,
negroes, and criminals, whom this event had delivered from their prisons :
tRese gnfamoun wretches spread themselves throughout the city, to increase
*by pillage, violation, and murder, the horrors that surrounded them. To
‘complete the calumity, Lishon was threaténed with famine ; while the
stench of the dead bodies corrupted the air, and produced symptoms of

plague.

Eﬁ‘:e Count d’Oeyras alone pr@served a presence of mind inehis scene of
desolation ; and where the fear of the future stifled ull complaints at the
present evil. This minister took no repose ; and having no other dwelling,
or hed, or office, but his coach, was seen every where, encouraging and con-
soling the wretched inhabitants. In eight days he published 230 or-
dinances to regulate the circumstances of the moment ; which have been
collected in one large volume, entitled, Providencias sobre os terremotos.
Ile caused the fire to be extinguished, he ordered all the dead bodies to be
covered with quick lime, or thrown into the sea; he directed the public
ways to be opened through the ruins; he encouraged the garrison ; and
condemned the banditti, who infested the city, to suffer militury execution.
Provisions of all kinds were fetched from the provinces, by land and by sea ;
and by his example and resolution, he stopped the people who were de-
termined to abandon a country which had so often been laid waste by simi-
lar destruction. But notwithstanding all the care and precautivns of Count
d’Oeyras, who was at this time the tutelary deity and saviour of Lisbon,
besides the loss of lives, of effects, and furniture, there was lost in merchan-
dize, money, and bankruptecies, produced by this terrible event, above six
millions sterling. Of the magnificent palace of the kings of Portugal, not
one stone remained upon another. Immense riches were there devoured
Ly the flames, as well as in the patriarchal church, or were buried in their
ruins. The court, full of alarm and agitation during eight days, had no
other asylum but such as they found in their carriages, and the garden of
Bellem, a small villa about a league from Lisbon. The king and the royal
family, while they displayed the utmost resignation for themselves, ex-
ercised all their charity in consoling the unhappy people ; and offered to
their view an affecting example of greatness of mind, and patient resolution.

The recompence Carvalho for his magnanimous conduct on this fatal
occasion, was the entire and irrevocable confidence of the king. This was
no more than an act of justice to that able minister; but it heightened to
an extreme degree of rage the jealousy of his numerous enemies : strength-
ened, however, by the sovereign power, he bann to take very strong mea-
sures : he attacked at once the departments of the marine, of commerce, and
of the finances, as well as the clergy, the_nobility, and the Jesuits: the
latter were the first objects of his reséntment, and the conquest of Paraguay
was decided and arranged by the court of Madrid, - The grandees irritated
and alarmed, felt their own weakness ; nor hatl they the courage to make
a direct attack upon this superior chm whose vesy looks they were
afraid to encounter. Vengeance is the t of the Portuguese, but they
JDrefer those modes of indulging it which are not liable to danger ; they do
not, therefore, consider aseassination as a crime, because, as Moliere says, it
ilihmnymmﬁdo:lmenem{;hm P

conspiracy was plotting wi utmost secrecy ; four persons
in the state were concerned in it : duke d’Aveiro, of the heuse of Mas-
carenhas, who was the head of it, was allied to the royal family. Mordomo-
mor grandmaster, or steward of the king’s household, and the most powerful
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nobleman of Portugnl ; he was an ugly, little man, of a narrew mind, but
vain and wrong-headed, deranged in his affnirs, ea'mble_ of ajty crime, nl-
ways cringing to the minister, whom he detested, while he himself was
universally hated and despised. ‘This man wis easily excited to commiit any
crime by the marchioness de T'avora, who was the svul of the conspiracy.
‘I'hat lady, one of the finest women in Europe, of a superior génius and am-
bition, capable of every thlng whether good or bad, was dreaded at court on
account of her vivlent disposition, haughty spirit, and sarcastic rleauhtrles;
she was the declared enemy of Carvalho, and never spoke of him but in the
most reproachful terms, nor Qid she treat the king with more A
whose whole conduct was the public object of her satirical insults; &qually
the enemy of the queen and {he princesses, she treated them as her equals.
But this terrible woman had a great number of followers, powerful vassals,
as well us large estates. Her magnificence, her profusion, her winning lovks,
gained the affections of the people, whom ghe managed with great address.
She blended™er criminal disposition and her pride with extreme devotion

and was under the direction of an old Jesuit, named Mnley;ridn, a fanaticni
and visionary character, who believed himself to be inspired. Her husband,
a general of cavalry, her two children, her son-in-law, the count of Atou-
guia, and her daughter-in-law, the marchioness of Tavora, were also under
the spiritual direction of the .fesuitn, and subject to the will of this imperi-
ous woman. It was said in Portugal that the conspirators had no design
to hurt the king, and that their sole object was Carvalho. 'This opinion
was founded upon the circumstunce that it was in the carriage of the minis-
ter the attempt was made upon the king; and as the royal coaches had
passed on before without having been attacked, it has a claim to some degree
of credit. After all, the profound mystery in which the whole proeagi.:g
was involved, allows little more than conjecture.

The conspiracy in the mean time was carried on with great secrecy and
equal indiscretion. The duke d’Aveiro, the mayquis de Tavora, his two
sons, the count d’Atouguia, the Almeidas, and the Sousas, were the respect~
able names which appeared at the head of two hundred and fifty persons of
both sexes, who were accomplices without the secret huving transpired : ne-
vertheless, the duke d’Aveiro, proud at one moment, and cringing at another,
rendered himself suspected by his menaces and indiscreet discourse. Love
had also its share in this cruel scene. The young marchioness de ‘Tavora
carried on an intrigue with the king, which nl{ her family considered as an
affront, and they availed themselves of the mysterious visit which he paid
every day to this lady.

On the day appointed to carry this borrid plot into execution, $rd
tember, 1758, the conspirators to the number of ene hundred and fifty, di-
vided ti!emselves into small troops, and took post in different of the
way which the king was to pass. His majesty was in a calash, drawn by two
mules, conducted by one postillion, and was accompanied only by his v de
chambre. The first band of conspirators let him pass on till he was in the
midst of them, when twe of them fired at the king’s calash, which was piarced
in various places, and the king received three wounds, the most considerable
of which was in his shoulder. His valet de chambre, whose name was Tex~
eira, had the presence of mind to make the king truekle down at the bottom
of the chaise, that he might it over him, and at all risks cover his body.
:}f‘ ‘::. :‘_::; :ll::e' the pO:tﬂﬁcn, as brave and as f-ithlful as Tex:ii:n, mlb:;:

: road or turning back again, turned with at address,
with the utmost speed, into a bye way, amidst man otﬂt X
and by & cireuitous road got back to the palace of BGI{QB These two men,,
to whom the king owed his life, were amply recompensed.

. The king on arriving at the palace, covered himself with a cloak belong-
ing to one of his guards, ordered Carvalho to be instantly called to him, and
wuited at the gate, without thinking of his wounds, or dzoov the 1ed
sign of pain or apprehension. 'The minister with his ususd ::fuﬁon, and'
W?‘ same magnanimity as his master, prohibited Texeirs, the
on, and guards, from making any discovery of what had bappened.



Ler.V. MODERN EUROPE. " e

He also recommended to the king himself silence and dissimulation. Ne-
vertheleas the ngws of this event h"'i'ﬁ spread abroad, pema by the con-
m themselves, the people ran a state of alarm confusion to
» and the nobles repaired %o the palace. The duked’Aveiro a;
the most anxious and alarmed of them all, and offered to place him at the
head of the cavalry to go in search of the assassins. But Carvalho removed
his fears, pretended to make him his confident, and with a mysterious air, re-
commended him to appear to know nothing of the matter : nevertheless, the
minister already suspected him, from the knowledge he had of his turbulent
irjt, and the well known hatred he bore to himself. The king, to dissipate
the feare of his people, appeared at a window, and declared from thence, that
the report of his assassination was false, that the slight hurt he had received
was from no other cause but the accidental overturning of his calash. To
confirm this belief, he engaged in his usual exercises even before he was
cured of his wounds, and the agitated spirit of the people was universally
quicted : even the conspirators tRemselves, dm:eivedP by the general tran-
quillity, tock no precautions whatever to prevent discovery, an¥ remained
at ease. One alone, named Polycarp, a domestic of the Tavora family, being
suspicious of this mysterious state of inaction quitted the kingdom.
everthelesas Carvalho, in secrecy and in silence, took his measures to dis-
cover the authors of the conspiracy, and chance discovered them to him. A
valet had an intrigue with a servant of the household of Tavora, who used
to meet her lover in the gardens. One night, while he was waiting for his
mistress, the ‘conspirators assembled near the u{ot where he was concealed ;
and after they had conversed about the plot that had failed, unfolded the
design of another. The valet heard all, and gave immediate information to
the minister ; who, on eom.inuinf his inquiries, found his suspicions con-
firmed, and was soon of sufficient proofs of the conspiracy, and the
persona concerned in it. The more Carvalho thought Aveiro and Tavora
criminal, the more he flattered and caressed them. The first of them,
through fear, and perhaps by the advice of his accomplices, who were more
prudent than himself, asked permiscion to pass one month at his country
seat, under the fpret.ext of re-establishing his health. Carvalbo immediately
ubtained leave for three months. The other had formerly solicited a com-
mandry, and the minister now announced a grant of it, on the part of the
king. In short, his msjesty and the minister so conducted themselves, that
the people not only ceased to speak of the assassination, but even to remem-
ber any thing concerning it.

However, in about six months, Carvalho proposed the mnrriago of his
daughter with the count of Sampayo, a nobleman of high birth. The king
accordi signed the contract of marriage, and took upon himself the ex-
penses e wedding. All the dees of the kingdom were invited to
assist at the ceremony ; and the duke d’Aveiro returned in t haste to
Lisbon to be present at it. Ten battalions and as many squadrons of troops
arrived the same night, and at the same hour in the capital. There were
two balls which occupied the attention of the city ; the one at Bellem, given
by the minister, and the other at the Long Room, a place of entertainment
belonging to foreign merchants, who gave it in honour of the marriage. At
the same hour all the conspirators were their palaces invested, and
the process against them being already" pre; ten of the principal of them
were executed in the course of a week, in the square of the palace of Bellem.
murda' ,» January 18, 1759, a scaffold having beaa bailt in the square oppo-

to tze house where the prisoners wege confined, e'xl:t wheels were ixed
upon it : on one corner of the scaffolding was placed Antonio Alvares Fer-
felra, and at the other corner the effigy of Policarpio de Azevedo,
fired at the king’s equi-

who had escaped ; these being the two persons w
Abontpl.:fl an hour r eight o’clock in the merning the execution

an.  The marchionessde Tavora was the first who was brought upon the
when she was beheaded at one stroke. Her body was afterwards

laced upon the floor of the scaffolding, and covered with a linea cloth.
gom‘ Joseph Maria of Tavors, the young marquisof Tavora, the ceunt of
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Atouguia, and three servants of the duke of Aveiro, were first strangled at
a stake, and afterwards their limbs broken with an iron inetrument ; the
marquis of Tavora, general of horse, and the duke of Aveiro, had their limbs
‘broken nlive. The duke, for greater ignominy, wus brought Lareheaded to
the place of execution. The body and limbs of each of the criminals, after
they were executed, were thrown upoun a wheel, and covered with a linen
cloth. But when Antonio Alvares Ferreira was brought to the stake, whese
gentence was to be burnt alive, the other budies were exposed to hisview ;
the combustible matter, which had been laid under the scaffolding, was set
on fire, the whole machine, with the bodies, were consumed to ashes,and
thrown into the sea. Aveiro died like a coward. The rest supported their
torments with resolution. But the two criminals who displayed the greatest
strength of mind on the occasion, were a woman, the old marchioness de
Tuvora, and a young man of nineteen years of aﬁe, her second son. He had
suffered the most cruel tortures without acknowledging his guilt; when his
father being brou%ht to tell him that he afid the other accomplices had con-
fessed th$ whole, he replied, ““ as you gave me life, you may take it from
““me.” As for the old marchioness, she escaped the torture on account of
her sex ; but received her sentence, and saw the preparations for her punish-
ment with an indifference that would have done honour to a better cause.
She had been accustomed to breakfast ufter the English fashion, and after
she had heard her sentence read, and been dressed as usual by her women,
she demanded her breakfast. Her confessor represented to her that she had
something else to do ; when she answered, “ that there was a time for every
« thing.” She took her breakfast in perfect tranquillity, and made her
women partake of it. When she came to ascend the scaffold, she said to
those who offered to assist her, “ I will ascend it alone, I have not suffered
¢ the torture like the rest.” 'The mnr%nis de Tavora, who did not possess
an equal strength of mind, reproached her for having brought her family to
sach a fate ; she replied, ““ support it as 1 do, and reproach me not.” She
herself placed the fillet over her eyes, shortened the duties of her confessor,
entreated the executioner to dispatch her quickly, and by dropping her hand-
kerchief gave the signal for the fatal stroke. The young marchioness de
Tavora was confined in a convent, as well as the young countess of Atouguia,
who has been since Bersecuted by the inquisition as a visionary. The prin~
cipal part of the nobility were carried away and confined in dungeons, while
some escaped ; of the latter number were the Almeidas and Sousas. As for
the Jesuits, they were expelled from every part of the Portuguese dominions
as accomplices in this horrid conspiracy, but without process or proof. There
remained of them but twenty-two, decrepit old men, who were shut up in a
villa of the duke d’Aveiro; and eight prisoners, of which the most criminal,
viz. Malagrida an Italian, Alexander an Irishman, and Matos, a Portuguese,
\\i'lere lemu:ui:e(l secretly in prison, after having been denounced as chiefs of
the plot.

‘The minister has been accused of gratifying, by these executions, his own
personal vengeance. Byt surely this crime merited the severest chastise-
ment ; nor could it be considersd as bad policy to humble an insolent nobi-
lity who insulted the king, and ?nnnize«f?:ver the people.

These two fatal events whiclt followed one upon the other, occupied all
the atféntion of the minister, and suspended the operations of every other

deilrtment of the state whose strength they had exhausted. War

lighted up throughoy Europe, the Portuguese, who had no interest in
ic'; began to recover ti ye-p:nd to draw E:me advantage from the state
o

peace which they ) But their neutrality was not equally preserved,
TM{ were considered as very much attached to the El.\glisl:e:l the ?riumm
on their victories, they received them with joy into their harbours, they
profited of their cuptures, and they were regarded rather as the subjects than
the allies of England. This opinion determined the Spanish eourt to attack
Portugal, as the best way of attacking the English, whom considered
as the comm: roial possesqprs, at least, of Lisbon and Oporto. 1t was sup-
posed that this war with Portugal would have a considerable influence on
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the iations for peace ; and to accelerate it, Spain resolved to break its
“uM' y. If Portugal had been subdued, it is certain that such an event
would have beerf the source of great advantage to Spain at the conclusion of
a peace ; but success alone could justify the conduct which the court of Ma-
drid pursued at this Fenod. That power was particularly interested in pre-
venting the English from aggrandizmg their power in America, and crushing
the French .navy ; but this interest did not furnish sufficient motives to quit
its neutrality. It might, on all occasions, have favoured the French, have
opened their ports to them, and supplied them with money ; but they had no
just_pretencs to declaré war ;fninst England. The piracies of certain pri-
vateers, arhich were disavow the court of London, and the strict but
laWful examination of Spanish ships which carried aramunition to France,
were not sufficient pretexts. All commercial nations suffered the same
inconvenience, without thinking themselves authorized to take up arms to
revent it. Besides these causes of complaint, whether well or ill founded,
pain had nothing to do with Portegal ar was, however, declared in 176%.
The Portuguese, who never thought of a rupture with Spain, were so ill
repared for this unexpected event, that the army was not only in a very
condition as to discipline, but also as to equipment. I'he minister, who
was naturally an enemy to mili men, because he knew nothing of mili-
tary affairs ; and reckoning upon a peace, as well as on his own superior
Fohties, he had totally neilected the army, and employed the funds destined
or its maintenance, to other objects: he had not even filled up the vacan-
cies in it which had been caused by the late catastrophe.

The state of the Portuguese armK npé)u.red on paper to consist of seventeen
thousand men, two thousand four hundred of which were cavalry: but in re-
ality it did not amount to half that number. When the count de Lippe, a so-~
vereign prince of Germany, who was recommended by the English to command
the army of Portugal, wished, on his arrival, to get a body of troops toge-
ther, in order to have some appearance at least of an army ; he could not
assemble at his first camp of Villa Vigosa, more than five thousand men ;
the greater part without uniforms and without arms. Elvas, Elmeida, and
some other places occupied the rest. There was neither artillery, nor am-
munition, nor hospitals, nor magazines, nor engineers, nor officers, nor maps,
nor w ns.

Don Martin de Mello had recourse, on the part of the king of PortuEnl,
to the court of London, which ordered six thousand men to embark for Lis-
bon ; two thousand of these were Irish troops, newly raised, consequently as
incapable of defending Portugal as the Portuguese themselves, and who
arrived when the camﬁ:yn was half over. Lord Tyrawley, who commanded
these succours, was a officer, and & very violent man, calculated rather
to throw matters inta disorder than to restore them. e was the ambassador
in Portugal, who made so insolent a use of the favour of king John V. He
resumed, on the present occasion, all his haughty contemptuous airs, and
some very warm disputes took place between him and count d’Oeyras ; that
minister, however, contrived to get bim recalled. Lord Loudon, who suc-
ceeded Tyrawley, lord Townshend who replaced him, and general Crawford
who followed, were equally hated for their pride. ~They always encamped
separately from count de Lippe, whose ordegs they refused to receive ; in
short, they expressed their contempt df the natives so openly, that ﬁqf‘or-
tuguese at length rose up against these cruel and insolent allies, and mas-
sacred more than half of them. There was n® kind of excess which these
undisciplined troops, who were worse thgn en “not commit. Up-
wards of one thousand four hundred of them also in a revolt at
';l‘::;.re‘in. T::ﬂm’ above all, \}rere ll(; disorder’ ynnd #o wic:;d, tﬁat tho;a
w, escaped the v:x‘:feanu of the Portuguese returned to England,
were broke and hunuh'

The count de Lippe is a prince distinguished by his military talents ; and
sbove all b{ his superior knowledge as an engineer, and officer of artillery.
Ho. is haughty, presumptuous, ardent, and leaves much to fortune. He was
obliged in Portugal to bend to the various and oppesing circumstances thas
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surrounded him, and he there served an apprenticeship to patiemce. Ale
though he had no o unity in this umpaignm himself, his
whole conduct proved him to be an able and experi soldier.

Buch was the interior state of Portugal when the Spaniards penetrated
into it, .But the count d'Oeyras, not depending upon an armed strength for
defence, had recourse to his usual politics. [ ongnﬁed the queen to sup-
plicate her mother the quecn-do of Bpain, to dispel the storm which
threatened to destroy Portugal. ‘He employed money, he set negotiations
on foot, and by these arms, far more powerful than those of the Spanish
warriors, caused their enterprises to miscarry. o

Nevertheless the court of Spain ordered forty thousand men te march
Portuﬁnl ; and from its powers of defence, a ready judgment might be
forme the facility of its conquest. But contrary to all appearance, this
army did nothing but what was injurious to Spain itself, by a great and use-
less consumption of men, of horses, of cattle, of grain, and above all of mo-
ney. The marquis de Sarria, colonel of she Spanish guards, old, bigotted,
and withollt talents, was entrusted with the command of this army. But
besides the want of vigour and capacity in this superannuated general, the
operations of the war were all either checked or impeded by the influence of

ersons of the highest consideration in Spain. The war minister was an

rishman,(1) and all Europe suspected him of partiality for his countrymen.
But whatever the cause might be, the preservation of Portugal cost Spain
its 151"'7’ its treasure, and an army.

The extraordinary ignorance of the Spanish generals, the want of disci~
pline in their troops, the little care that was taken tv secure supplies of
forage and ammunition, were circumstances very favourable to the safety of
Portugal. The enemy entered into the country without having agreed npon
8 plan of the campaign ; and the first encampment was at Zamora, April 21,
1762. They approuched the frontier, without being acquainted with the
countr!{; without maps, or guides, or spies. A part of the army attacked
Miranda, which was blown up by an accident. This conquest determined
the Spaniards to enter Portugal on the side of Traz vs Montes ; and it was
then only they discovered that there was a river to pass; but they had nei-
ther pontouns nor boats, and much time was lost in constructing them.
May 4th, the general being at Alcanisas, said publicly, in speaking of the
Portuguese army, “ I cannot discover where these insects are.” Braganga,
Outeiro, and Chavés, being without s single soldier, surrendered without
opposition on the approach of the army.

The general, May 21st, sent a detachment nst Moncorvo, while
O'Reily, who commanded the light troops, quitted Chavés to Won
of Oporto ; which, however, he did not effect : for he was stop| between
Villa Real and Villa Pouga, by three or four hundred peasants, who drove
hack his detachment, consisting of three hundred men, us far as Chavés.
He owed this defeat to the Tnmu of fear which he discovered, and which
seems to have been common to all the commanding officers detached from
the Spanish army. 97

On the evening of Whiteunday, there was an alarm in the camp ; the ge-
neral ordered all his n.rgler_v {e drawn inte the rear, that it m&ht not be
exposed te the danger ing taken ; by which he deprived his army of all
th that might be derived ffom field pieces.

e

On Jupe 91at, an officer named Alvarez, attacked the village of Freixal,
and after having pillaged it,*set it on fire. Three hundred peasants, who
were shut up in it, and yude some rrsistance, were converted by the gazettes
of Madrid into six thousand men. After such a brilliant ition, the
army took the road of Bumera, and it was determined to lay siege to Almei-*
da. ~ On the sth of the place was invested ; on the 15th the trenches
were opened without the least difficulty, as the beseiged did not, during the
course of u!::l::. discharge more than four or fire cannon. Ou the Sith
the place su red, although no breach had been made, nor the first pa-

1’ Doa Ricardo Wall,
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rallal completed. The batteries of the besiegers were at the distance of one
thougsand eight hundred feet from the walls, and the siege was attended with
the loss only ofan ostler, a labourer, and four horses ; not one person was
wounded during the short timesit lasted. There were found in the town
ningty-gix pieces of cannon of different calibres, all sorts of ammunition and
provigions, and three thousand six hundred Portuguese, who composed its
garrison, all uphurt and in guod heslth. Almeida is 3 considerable place,
snd might have stopped the progress of the Sﬂnniards for at Jeast a month :
but the governor was fourscore years of age, had been a captain of cavalry
in q:e war of the succession, and was a vain-glorious character. A very able
epginees, named Miron, who bud thrown himself into the place, was anxious
t0 put it in a state of defence, but the governor having refused to advance
the money necessary to carry on the works, a dozen of English and Scotch
officera, who were at the head of the regi.mants in garrison, raised among
themselves a very considerable sum for that purpose. But when Miron, on
the strength of this subscriptiong was determined to begin his works, and
spoke firmly on the aubject, the governor ordered him to be ®Tbnfined in
irons, and sent him to be tried at Lisbon. Having, however, deprived him-
self of his engineer, he retired into his chamber, where he passed all the
time of the siege in reciting his rosary. When the English officers ordered
the Portuguese garrison to man the outworks, they revolted and refused to
obey. Not a single man was seen in the covered way, nor along the curtains
during the whole siege, so that no place was ever taken with more ease ;
and if the Spaniards could have conceived the interior state of the town and
garrison, they would not have given themselves the trouble to open the
trenches.

After this siege the Spaniards were more embarrassed than hefore, as to
where they were to go, or what they should do. They had calculated that
the siege would have occupied the whole caumpaign, and no further plan had
been thought of. Besides, the war was carried on by couriers, and the
court ted all the operations at the distance of an hundred leagues. Old
marquis de Sarria wus now removed, and the count d’Aranda substituted to
command the army. This new general made an attack upon Villa Velha, on
the banks of the Tagus. Nevertheless, the Portuguese, encouraged by the
indecision of the Spminrd.li:t.rengﬂwned by the support of the English, and
animated by the count de Lippe, ventured to take the field, and encamped
to the num{c of twelvs thousand men at Abrantes and Punhete ; while a
small camp of Portuguese volunteers, commanded by a brave S8cotchman, of
the name offﬂlmilton, and reinfore«;d by tw& Eng l;‘!,b‘:tt?h;gma‘ and some
eompanies o iers, were ted upon the o e o)
posite Villa Velha, whose mtl‘;o:vas gnrmopo ned three hundre:glll’.c;rtll;:

. Alvares had taken this castle without much r, as it surren-
s:md at the first musket shot. During the march.te Villa Velha, the count
de Lippe had sent colonel Burgoyne with his.English dragoons, and six
ooxlmle- of grenadiers, four of which were e, to m.tgck Valenga
d. tara, of which that officer got possession witheut any resistance, and
afterwards pillaged it. Valenca is surrounded with wiills, and contained a

n of twelve hundred militia, under the command ¢f a brigadier gene-
ral. This affront, however, was soon fow the Spani The
ure of Villa Velha had increased the of the dets ent of
varez, who, despising the enemy, abandoned themselves to &' ious
security. Hamilton perceived their nﬁﬁgem, pussed a ford-of the river
:{ ‘l‘nigzt with three hundred men, half ef them English, sprprised the camp
Alvarez, consisting of two thousand men, the dowd;glf Wie Spanish army,
ed their cannon, and repassed .the Tagus wi .. 50ew, leuving behind

no common scene of disorder and confusion: *. .

M‘;eut'}_n:mmiomofthisam wuﬁm:&ﬁemz‘wd
September. "he Bpanish army retired to tara, but at the same time,
an attack was made upon Cam 4 Mayor, which failed, because the detachment
destined to this object arrived with a view to surprise the place at noon-day.
Th‘? Spanish forces, when they arrive% ut the frontier, were reduced to

oL. 111.
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twenty-five thousand men, and never did troops experience a more horrible
campaign. The sick and the stragglers were almost all of them mussacred
bK @ peasants, who were rendered ferocious by the marauding conduct of
the Spanish army, and emboldened by the #imidity of its generals.

Spain was much more successful in America. Cevallos, the governor of
Buenos Ayres, made himself master of the colony of St. Sacrement, and the
jsland of St. Gabriel, which the Portuguese knew not how to defend, and
endeavoured in vain to retake; but this advantage did not comypensate for
the ill-success of the campaign in Portugal ; it covered Spain with disho-
nour, and exhausted her to such a degree as to keep her quiet till the peace.

This war, which might have crushed Portugal, gave it a degree of vigoyr
and elasticity which it did not possess before; and produced a military spirit
that still exists, though it received some diminution from the absence of
count de Lippe. The count d"Oeyras availed himself of these successes, and
of the re-establishment of the army, to render himself still more powerful,
and to forgard his designs. d

But the misfortunes of the reign of Joseph I. had not yet ceased. Two
years after the war, the custom-house was entirely consumed by fire, with
every thing it contained. This was a scvere blow on the commerce of the
country, many persons were entirely ruined by the event, and many bank-
ruptcies followed. It was said, indeed, that this conflagration was not at-
tendcd with a general loss, as the most valuable merchandise was in other
warchouses, and that the building was purposely set on fire. But be that as
it may, commerce must have been severely affected by the accident, and the
commercial security of Lishon considerably diminished.

Before we quit the affairs of Portugal, it may be expedient to offer a re-
mark or two on its government, commerce, and finances.(1)

All the different parts of society, like those of the body, depend upon each
other, and the disease of the one necessarily influences the condition of all
the rest. A superstitious people, who cultivate but in a small degree the
arts and sciences, cannot possess a well regulated government. Besides, the
subjoction of the Portuguese to the knglish, diminishes the vigour which the
count d’Ocyras laboured for several years to communicate to all the relaxed
springs of this machine. During the last century, the Portuguese govern-
ment had been without strength, and without attention. ‘The ministers
slumbering at the fout of the throne, had suffered it to be shaken by the in-
solence of the nobles, the usurpations of ecclesiastics, and the influence of
the English. Nature appears also to have assisted all these political causes
of decay, in order to complete the ruin of Portugal, by an earthquake; and
it is in the midst of these ruins, that the celebrated Sebastian Juseph Car-
valho, count d’'Oeyras had the courage to re-establish the thromne, by sup-
Korting it with one hand, whilst with the other he crushed the nobility, hum-

led the clergy, and diminished the influence of the English. The first en-
terprise of this great man excited fanaticism and conspiracies, and gave him
an opportunity to display his severe and inflexible character. The king es-
zn}:edp;']rum the strokes of his assassins, became their master and their judge.
er he had removed this first obstacle, the minister attacked the ecclesias-
tics, and at length emplbyed the most subtle policy respecting the English.
Powerfully impclled by the sanwe hatred of that nation as the Portuguese
universally possess, he directed his strokes against them, under the sem-
blance of measures for rectifying abuses. .

The marine was in a very bad state. Five or six disabled ships and as
many frigates, without sailors or offtcers, constituted the whole navai force
of Portugal. The minister, in order to become absolute master of this de-

ment, obtained the post of secretary of the marine for his brother
‘rancis Xavier de Mendoga, who dicd nl{out three years ago. He was a
man of a narrow capacity, but very industrious, and perfectly submissive to
his brother. Accordingly, in about seven or eight “years the marine was

(1) See an Account of Portugal as it appenared in 1766 to Dumouriez, afterwards a ce-

lebrated general in the Frenah army. Printed at Lausanne in 1775, and reprinted in
London «n 1797. -
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established upon a guod footing ; at the same time, the English, the Swedes,
" the Dutch, the Danes, and the French were invited to teach navigation to
the Portuguese ; who, two centuries ago, conquered three quarters of the
globe, carried on the commerce 8f it, and directed all its views to the im-
provement of its marine. The actual state of its navy consists of ten ships
of the line, and double that number of frigates, all built of the finest Brazil
timber. Two ships have been launched at Lisbon of 74 and 72 guns, and
admirably constructed for resistance as well as duration. But neither the
officers or the sailors are kept in sufficient practice ; and I am of opinion,
thaé vessel against vessel, the Spaniards would beat them at sea, from the
superiofity of their equipage. But this deficiency may always be supplied
by the English navy. The present state, however, of the Portuguese marine,
is sufficient to protect the coasts, and the war ngainst the Algerinces, and the
corsairs of Salé, may serve as a school to teach the art of naval combat, and
accustom them to it, which is thegmore necessary as they have not the repu-
tation of being brave at sen. 'The war with Morocco may be,«ene day or
other, fatal to the Portuguese : for if the emperor should fortify Mogadore,
invite to his service renegade seamen, and order his corsairs to cruize about
the Cape Verde Islands, the Canaries, Agores, and Madcira, the ships com-
ing from Brazil would often risk being taken.

‘The commerce of Portugal, notwithstanding all the efforts of the count
d’Ocyras, is altogether in the hands of the Enilish, to whom the Portugueso
are no more than brokers or agents, and even English ships are employed in
the whole of their trade, except that of the Indies, of Africa, and America,
which is under the directionof distinct companies, and carried on by the king's
ships ; but even in those branches of commerce the Portuguese, though they
lend their names, are not Yﬂﬁncipnls. ‘The most considerable factories of
Brazil and Africa belong to English capitalists, who have for correspondents
the English houses of Lisbon, Oporto, and London, of whom the Portugucse
themselves purchase the merchandise that comes from their own colonies.

The count d’Oeyras, after a very attentive consideration of this subject,
determined upon a very singular operation, which was no less than to change
the general order of commerce. He accordingly abolished all the old trading
companies, and destroyed their exclusive rights ; while, on the contrary,she
erccted new companies, and gave them an exclusive right over those brunches
of commerce which had hitherto been free. But notwithstanding all his care
and precautions, the English, from their large cupitals, became the masters
in these new arrangements, and, under borrowed names possessed themselves
of all the new funds. Another evil has arisen from this new arrangement,
which the minister did not foresee, but which caused the seditious discon-
tents that have prevailed in Brazil, and threatened the total ruin of the co-
lonies. The companies having obtained permission from different ministers,
and particularly from count d’Oeyras, to impose duties both on the sale of
their own merchandise, and the purchase of the progmoe of the country,
these duties proved very burdensome to the inhabitants of Brazil ; they be-
came, on account of them, very much indebted to thgse companies, who, on
their abolition, demanded payment. Accordingly ,count d’Oeyras found
himself obliged to take those measures which have isfied both parties.
Nevertheless, the merchants who continued the trnde after the tion of
the companies, determined to carry on their sales, and make their purchuses
on the same principle as the companies had dene ; this produced a state of
disorder and confusion in Brazil, for which it was not easy to find a remedy.

The count d* aimed another blow at the ml:fau of England, by

Mﬂm:ﬁ a trade with France for grain; and in‘'the year 1766, that
country had made ve rofitable returns from Portugal, under the wise and
able administration of the duke de Choiseul. In this particular the count
d’Oeyras has found the means to diminish in Lisbon the general dependance
on the English merchants. But this branch of commerce, after all, must be
precarious and temporary, at least till the marine of France becomes strong
enough to form a balance to that of Great Britain., -

This successful essay has given birth to another attempt, which has been
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equally fortunate: to weaken the credit of the lish respecting grain,
and to lessen their immense profits on the wines of Portugal, the minister
ordered a considerable the vineyardg to be destroyed, and sown with

in. This unreserved proceeding at once discovered design, and pro-
5ueed a t clamour against him. The individuals also, whom he was de-
termined to force into a new and more difficult cultivation of their ground,
exclaimed against his tyranny, and refused to obey : but he was deaf to their
clamours, rigorously insisted upon obedience, and forced his edict to be
observed.

In order to understand this extraordinary operation, it is necessqry t& be
informed, that Portu.?l is all vineyard, except some small cantons in Entre
Minho e Douro, and Traz os Montes. The English have purchased, and
consequently possess all the prime land in the environs of Oporto, and Lis-
bon, of Setuval, and Faro, whose wines are the best, and some of them in
great estimation ; so that the soil of Portagal and its productions may be
said to belShg to them. These circumstances, which are ruinous to the Por-
tuguese, serve to prove their indolent disposition ; of which they do not per-
ceive the disadvantage. They prefer the culture of the vine, which requires
but little trouble, to a more laborious cultivation.

The commerce of Portugal being entirely in the hands of the English, and
being destitute of puturnnge and grain, this kingdom is in an absolute state
of dependance, because England furnishes it with all the commeodities of
which it stands in need. Such are the bonds of servitude that keep Portugnal
in that alliance with England, which the count d’Oeyras had endeavoured
to destroy. He also attacked the lish interest, {; establishing manu-
factures for silk, woollen-drapery, leatheér, and soap. At the same time he

blished very severe edicts to prohibit-the importation of foreign stuffs:
ut the imperfect fabric of these ma , their slow progress, their
bad quality, and high price, established the preference given to the silks,
the woollens, and leather of England and France, and in spite of the edicts,
the importation of foreign manufactures #l] prevails.

'This minister employed all his power t6 ite by treaties the commerce
of Denmark, of Sweden, and of Russia, to Lisbon. “Fhis was a wise and be-
neficial measure, because the greater the number of foreigners concerned in
the trade of Portugal, the less would remain in possession of England. But
it was doing things only by halves, to establish a merely passive commerce.
The Portuguese themselves should have been eneounges to navigate the
distant seas, and to fetch foreign commodities in their own vessels ; in short,
to engage in an active commerce.

The count d’Oeyras had iculture very much at heart, regarding it as
the basis of all government. e resolved to make a general register of the
lands in order to uscertain their value, and to discover the means to be em-
ployed for bringing them into a state of cultivation ; but after all the pains
and time empl on this subject, and the calculations made, the lands in
question remain untouched by the plough. The whole province of Alentejo
is uncultivated : Beira and e continue to be a desert.

The finances of Porthgal have been the first objects of attention to the
count d'Oeyras ; and #e reserved this department to himself, though with-
out attaching any title to it. ut the'opinions on the state of the finances,
and the revenues of the kingdom are various. It is indeed generally said
that the treasury is full, that Portugnl is very rich, and that its revenues
are considerable ; but there is great reason surely to suspect that the finances
cannot be in a very good condition in a kingdom which has neither agricul-
ture nor a marine ; which has Iately sustained an enrthquake that produced
80 many bankruptcies, and has been engaged in a very expensive war ;
whose oolonies, which are a principal source of its rithes, are 50 poor, so ili
ndminutmd_, and so harrassed, that the people either leave them or revolt ;
;\tbove n‘ltl‘,’ if p.:rit.i :ohﬂmider::l thl-g this kingdom has .l.nmln'y old dfebu, aznd that

3 wenlth, alarly gold, pasees through the hands of the English,
who derive all the advantage from it ; and “‘,hthut the dinmonds, of which
)t possouscs & very large store, are a kind of stock, which does not en-
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ter into circulntion. The Portuguese have but very few taxes to pay ; ue-
vertheless they live in a state of extreme wretchedness.

Previous to the ministry of the geunt d’Oeyras, the finances of Portugal
were in a mest deplorable state of administration ; 22,000 clerks or writers,
divided into a eonsiderable number of offices, devoured the revenues, em-
broiled the accounts, and swallowed up the treasure. 'I'he minister, by a
single edict of the month of Octeber 1761, reduced this enormous crvewd of
blood-suckers to thirty-two well qualified and chosen persons. He has sim«
plified the regnlations relative to the receiﬂtn and dpnymentl of the public
trenstre, by using the same journals as bankers and merchants employ for
the iasertion of l;ieir daily transactions. These books are examined e
week ; while the king passes the accounts which are presemted to him, or
gives instructions concerning such as are in a state of preparation ; none of
which, howerver, are suffered to be in arrear. The perspicuity, the precision,
#nd the security of this arrangement will appear incomprehensible in the
different cow tries of Europe, where finance is so complicated a scifice, and
such an inextricable a labyrinth ; but to convince incredulity, it is necessary
only to have recourse to Portugal, and to read the edict of the count
d’Oeyras, and the execution of this plan will be instuntly verified.

There are many varying opinions respecting the revenues of Portugal,
which sume have calculated st seventy, und ethers at eighty millions of
livres, or between three and four millions sterling: The mines produce an-
nually from fifty to sixty millions of livres, or between two and three mil-
lions sterling .

N x

LETTER VI.

View af the internal affairs of ﬁmfrnm the peace of Versailles, in 1763, t»
the death of Lowis XV. tn 137&—including some account af Corsicu.
EV

JT is a fact, now too well kmgwn to be disputed, that France was reduced to
such a deplorable situation, tewards the close of the year 1762, that it was
no longer in the power of her allies to extricate her from the innumerable
distresses that surrounded her, both at heme and abroad. The most obvious
causes, which compelled the French ministry to set on fout a secret nego-
tintion for peace, through the mediation of the king of Sardinia, have becn
already stated, nor is it to be wondered at, that the skilful managers of that
negotiation were considered in France as the deliverers of their country,
from the dreadful scourge of unsuccessful war, and from the rapid advances
of national bankruptcy and famine.

But some circumstances, perhaps, not so well known, contributed as much,
or inore than any other events, to determine the duke de Choiseul, an able
statesman, to purchase an interval of repose to his bleeding country, at
the expense even of the most valuable sacrifices.

A general dislike to the service, manifestgd itself #a every department,
civil and military, connected with thewar. Officers and magistrates em-
ployed under the government, in its remote dependencies, oppressed and
plundered the le, but rmd no regard to the public security of the coun-

etries over whi tr:e presided. A spirityof opposition to the menasures of
administration, dzh‘y owing to the misfortunes of .the war, prevailed at
heme ; and the difficulty of raising money for the public service increased
every hour. The most honoursble offices were publicly refased, and no man
o:' wﬁu ocould be found to undertake the conduct of the fature operations
o war.

Add to this, the expiring influence of the Jesuits, which was exerted with
redoubled force, on the eve of its total extinction. Actuated by the infernal
principles of revenge, they secretly thwarted the edesigns of an adverse
court, and stirred up the peopls to complain bitterly of the weight of the



3s THE HISTORY OF Paar 11

taxes, the extortions of the farmers general, and the universal mal-adminis-
tration of public affuirs. ¢

In short, scarcely was the peace signed,qwhen, notwithstanding the almost
frantie joy it occasioned thmuﬁhout the kingdom, a most formidable oppo-
sition to the court broke forth, and even the officers of justice, under an
immediate dependance on the crown, refused to register the king’s edicts,
in'the parliament of Paris, for continuing some taxes, (which should have
beest n&‘lished at the expiration of the war) for imposing new onues, and for
vescghng a power in the king to redeem the public debts at twenty years

urchase. °
? The example of the parliament of Paris, was followed by almost all she
arliaments of France, whose remonstrances upon this occasion, would do
Konour to the most distinguished patriots, in the freest constitutions of civil
government upon earth.

As the latent seeds of these internal commotions had undoubtedly hast-
ened the hegotiations for peace, 80 now their maturity served to guarantee
the powers of Europe, from any hostile designs of the court of France, for
some yeurs at least ; but they produced no effect in favour of the people, for
the parlinments, after repeated strusyles in defence of their violated rights,
in which they went so far as to procecd agninst their governors as public
criminals, were obliged to submit at length, to those irresistible ministers of
despotism, the military.

However, this violent contest by no means diverted the attention of the
¥oople from another object, which, though it was but a poor compensation

or the losses of individuals and of the public, during a long war, afforded
general satisfaction to the whole kingdom ; this was the trial and punishment
of several delinquents, whose perfidy, cowuardice, or venality, had contributed
to increase the misfortunes of the state. In the month of December 1763,
most of the public officers in the late government of Canada were condemn-
ed, some to a temporary, others to a perpetual banishment; and all were
obliged to refund the immense sums of which they had defrauded the nation,
amounting in the whole to 12,965,000 livres. And as this capital sum had
been chiefly purloined from the supplies for the ammy and marine forces em-
ployed in the defence of Canada, it was presumed, that if it hud been honestlf
expended in the public service, the English would not have met with such
signal success in that country ; and, , & review of the stations of the
delinquents, in some measure, justifies this rutional conjecture. The inten-
dunt of the province, the purveyor general of the army, the director, and the
comptroller of the marine, the commissaries, and the keepers of the stores
were the chief criminals. That these should escape with life, is a strong
impeachment of the execution of justice in France ; but it must be remem-
bered, that Madame Pompadour was still living, and that they were all offi«
cﬁrslappointed through her interest, and protected by her and her friends to
the last.

From the produee of the fines, it was reasonably expected, the French mi-
nistry would be enabled to pay the Canada bills, drawn by the late intendant,
and the other guilty officers on the government of France, and given in pay-
ment to the Canadians, now b the subjects of Great Britain ; yet, in
violution of thewolemn declaration of his most Christian majesty at the p o
that the bills of exchange, drawn by the late gover t of Canada on old
France, should-be honourably discharged, this piece of justice was refused,
notwithstanding the strong appligation made by the English merchants trad-,
ing to Cunada, who were now the holders of t bills, having taken them
in the course of their commercisl concerns with that country, on the faith.of
the king's declaration. A long and feeble negotiation on the part of the Bri- *
tish ministry commenced, in consequence of the remonstrances of the propri-
etors of these bills, which might have produced a fresh rupture, had it not
been for the very pacific dispusition of the British court.

But another incident plainly discovered, that the refusal of the payment
of she Cuuada bills whe owing, at that time, to the exhausted state of the
Freoch finances. Iu the month of February 1761, a declaration was made
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to their East India company, on the part of the king, that his majesty could
no longer afford °them any assistance, notwithstanding their great losses ;
and that they must either provide for the payment of their debts, or dis-
sulve the company. This measure partly decided the fate of a commercial
nssociation, which, at one time, promised to rival those of other countries,
and to yield considerable succours to the crown on extraordinary emepgen-
cies. It is true this oomﬂnel:{ subsisted after this declaration, but inghe
most fluctuating and enfeebled state. R
We are now brought, in the order of time, to a dumestic event of anether
natufe, fgom which as great revolutions were expected in the internal go-
verhment of France, as if a new monarch had ascended the throne, the death
of the king's favourite mistress, and prime minister. 1t happened on the
15th of April, 1764, in the forty-third year of her age.
It has often been the fate of France to be governed, for a long series of
rears, by the mistresses of its kingse the uncontrollable influence of Madame
ompadour lasted upwards of twenty years, during which time, vafious at-
tempts were made to ruin her; and though persons of the highest rank, and
of tge most distinguished merit in the kingtrom, frequently engaged in well
concerted plans, to remove her from court, they always ended in the dis-
grace, and sometimes in the punishment of the authors. One unhappy vic-
tim, Madame Sauvé, very early exfpezienood the implacability of this impe-
rious mistress. On a public day of shewing the duke of Burgundy, the duu-
phin’s eldest son, then nan infant, to the people, occasion was taken to ounceal
a packet, sealed up, in the prince’s cradﬁs. Madame Suavé, who was in
waiting, upon taking up the child, discovéred this packet, and being either
really overcome with fear, or affecting it, gave u violent serenm, which
brought Madame de T'allard instantly into the room, who, without loss of
time, carried the packet to the king. It conteined an anonymous remon-
strance against the mal-adiinistration of public affairs, and the king’s neg-
lect of the national welfare, wholly attributed to his eriminal connection with
Pompadour, and her assiduity to absorb him in trifling effeminute amuse-
ments. The irresolute monarch, for a short interval, appeared to be deeply
struck with remorse ; but after "We had consulted his female minister, (the
object of the just invectives of his subjects) pride and resentment stifled the
reflections of wisdom and virtme, and the incensed mistress, to deter others
from the like dangerous attempts;, procured an order to send Suavé to the
Bastile, on a strong presumption, that she had conveyed the packet into the
cradle ; what became of this unfortunate woman remains unknown to this
hour. More interesting transactions prevent our entering furtber into the
character of Madame Pompadour ; and indeed it may suflice to obscrve, that
she enjoyed all but the title of queen-regent of France; for the easy indo-
lent Louis, seemed to be at the head of no other party in his kingdom, but
that which formed his petit soupers, calculated to engage him in n perpetual
succession of intoxicating pleasures, formed by the luxurinnt taste of his
mistress, whose immediate sependnnts were the most constant guests.

As the king was far advanced in life, being in the fifty-fourth year of Lis
age, when he lost his favourite mistress, it was reasonably concluded, that
the future glory of France would solely occupy his thoughts, and thut the
remainder of his life would be chiefly detlicated to public busisess. But this
flattering prospect soun vanished, when it was found, thatthe king conti-
nued i:ﬁi- service, and gave his confidence to tl® minivns tools of thut

*extraordinary woman. In this situation we must leave tho ntate of the pa-
lace of Versailles, while we attend to the uther trunsustions of this period,
> wérthy of notice. g

The French ministry had, for some time past, formed a secret plun to get
possession of Corsica, under the o) profession of assisting the Genoesa
government, incapable of itself, to defend those parts of the island which it
still A more favourable opportunity could not present itself ; the
supporters of the liberties of Europe, and of the political balance of power,
eit{er exhausted of men and money by the late wary or firmly resolved not
to involve themselves in any fresh broils, when they had scarce recovered
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breath from the last ;" amely bebeld the military operations of France against
Corsica, without tendering the least supcour to the brave«inhabitants, who,
the instant they received intelligence of the designs of the court of France,
called an assembly, composed of deputies from all the provinces of the island,
und with a noble firmness, becoming a manly race of free-born citizens, re-
wived that the French troops should not be permitted to land on the island,
any pretence whatever. And that no decent measure on their p: ight
be neglected, they ordered their commander-in-chief, Pascal Paoli, to make
most respectful remonstrances to his mpat Christain Majesty, against the
anchristian conduct of his ministry, in sending French troops to aid ard as-
fist the avowed enemies of their civil freadpm and independency’; the gre-
servation of which they had hitherto suooﬂﬁ:l!! contended for, and were
pscl)w gn the eve of perpetuating, having nearly driven the Genoese off the
island.

Neither these remonstrances to LouiseXV. celebrated by some writers for
his bumeit{eund love of justice, nor the memorials dispatched to caurts,
supposed to be interested in the independency of Corsica, imploring, if not
succours, at least their mediation with France, produced any effect. The
French forces landed-is €orsica, us auxiliaries to the Genoese; but they
finally convinced the i inbabitants, that they were destined to con-
quer, and to retain possession.of the.eemutry; accordingly, we shall see Cor-
sica annexed to the crown of 4, by an act of cession from the Genoese
republic, in the year 1768 ; but the oese not having the least shadow of
1éght 10 consigm over these brave le, like a bale of merchandise ; though
the powers from politieal motives, have hitherto acquiesced in
this tyrannic in .uf the rgbtsﬁimankind, it is not to be doubted, that
at eome future peé , Pascal Paoli, or a more worthy hero, who will consult
less bis own perse safety, will be empowered to restore the freedom of
this enslaved country. T

The year 1765 was opened by a finance operation, which partly restored
the credit of the court of France in England. The French ambassador
at London tendered the payment of £670,000, as a compensation for the
maintenance of the Fren risoners in dlifferent parts of the British em-
pire, during the course of & Jast war, By the advice of parliament, this
sum was accepted, and ‘was indm ly paid on account, the re-
mainder was to be clearedily instalments ‘of £40,000 every three months ;
and some hopes bei veii-thed the.Canada bills would likewise be adjusted
amicably, the price of these bifls, which had been sold by auction at thirty per
cent. diseount, increased considerably. Soon after, the king gave a ¢on-
vincing proof of the goodness of his heart ; for the widow and children of
the unfortunate Calas, having gained their cause in the parliament of I’aris
aguinst their inhuman bigotted persecutors, exactly three years after the
execution of their innocent father ; his majesty not only or&rod the re-es-
tablishment of the reputation of that unhappy victim of superstitious fury
to be printed and'published in sll parts of the kingdom, but he made the
widow a M 18,000 livres, to her two daughters he gave 6,000 livres
each, and to one Y her sons 8,000, without depriving them of their expecta-
tions of great damages from ghe ju who first condemned their father.

‘No alteration happened in the political state of France at this period ; but
Pproper resepiment was shewn to the emperor of Morocco, who refused to
punish a Sallee rover for sizing a.French trading vessel : a aquadron of ten
ships of the line, under the command of M. de Chassaut, bombarded Sallee
from the Slst of May to the 14th of June, throw, into the old and new
towns upwards of four hundred shells, but wish little effect. They afigr-
wards attacked Larrache, but without s 2 Jpx they met with a warm
reception from the Moors, who suffapu i th to advance in their
boats, and to burn some vessels without' oppdifiRon, and then swam to them
chlﬁpdA them to beg for
ves of the prisoners, but

from the shore with poniards in their mout
took all the French ‘Beats, and would listen to no terms of accommodation,

quarter. The Bac ve orders to preserve ¢
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s0 that M. du Chassaut found himself under a nessesity to put an end to
this expedition, grithout obtaining any satisfaction for the present.

A domestic event interrt the usual gaiety of the court of Versailles,
in the last month of this year, 1965, and involved the whole kingdom in a
deep universal sorrow: the dauwphin of France, futher of Louis XVI. died at
Fontainbleau, December 20th, in the thirty-seventh year of himo, leavi
the character of an inoffensive good-natured man, too much at ed indﬁ
to the pri and particularly to the Jesuits, whose society it is
tured, he would have restored in ce, if he had ascended the throne
aftgp its dissolution ; but the msoral tenor of his conduct gave the pedple
;?om toshope, they should by freed at least from the capricious ogmmmmem;

worthless women. The cam he took of the education of his children, and
particularly his endeavours to preserve them from pride and ce, with
which the minds of young princes are but too early tainted, either by self-
interested courtiers, or by the exlfn le of royal Aautewr, does honour to his
memory. It is related of him, th&t he made his children look over the bap-
tismal regintern in which their names are entered, by the custom of France,
indiscriminately with others, and that he made the following remark to the
princes his eons. < Behold your names intermixed, without distinction,

¢ with those of the children of the poor and msedy: religion and nature
““ place all men upon a level ; virtue alone can mnake any essential distinc-
¢ tion between them, and rhm“aa'ﬁﬂd, whose name precedes each of
“ yours in this register, will be in the sight of God thun you will ever
“Dbe in the eyes of the people of France.” Atanother time, he ordered them
to be carried to the cottage of a poor t ; “ I will have them stie the
““ black bread that they eat; I insist en &eir bandling ghea straw which serves
¢ the poor for a bed. "Learn them to weep,” said Bhe t4 fheir governor, “a
¢¢ prince who has never shed tears, cannat e a good king.” When an
augmentation of his ni;;ointments was offered by the late king, h:lrolitely

used, and wished that the sum proposed might be taken off annually from
the taxes on the poor. It has been suggested, that he was too good to live ;
but as his public capacity for government was not so distinguishable as his
private virtues, it cannot be imagined there was any political necessity to
cut him off ; though in countrieca where Maahiavelian politics prevail, the

life of a prince is more precaripus than that af; peasant.
It has been already observad, that the ts of France had been
ol to submit to military force, but the now come not only to

s

© them obey every arbitrary mandate of the court, but effectually to put

a stop to all remonstrances, or applications to the throne of any kind, to ob-
tain the restoration of their rights and privileges. The parliament of Brit-
tany having been actually dissolved for their spirited mensures, and a new
commisslon consisting of sixty members appointed by the king having been
vested with the authority of that senate ; the other parliaments presented
fresh remonstrances to the king in more determined language, the -
liament of Paris were proceeding to still bolder m , when the king,
apprehensive of the oo uences, resolved by one -mrﬂon of absolute
power to put an end to this internal commotion. ; , to the great
surprise of the Parisians, his majesty, who scarcely ever visited the capital
but upon such occasions, suddenly arriyed at Paris on the 8d of March, 1768,
and repairing instantly to the grand chamber of the parliament he there hald
what is idly termed his lit de justice ; but instegd orn bed of, -justice, it e
} mnxdvtba very reverse, in the two last instances of its being held by Louis

The chambers assembded, the king told them that he
was come himself to ; their remonstrances in person; that he
éhould Lave remajngd, f the reunion of the parliaments, the indecency
of their style, the ligir arToneous principles, and the affectation

Dow expressions ko them, had not clearly manifested the per-
nicious conseq

uences hill'yystem of union which he had already Eroscn'b-

od : he added, 1 will ok willer an association to be formed in my kingdom,

:r’;wh ;nﬁy grow up to a confederacy Gof resistance.®§ This proceeding how=
. .
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ever, did not deter 4 grand deputation of the parliament of Rouen from fol-
lowing him the next day to Versailles with a remonstrance, in which they
hintrels at the dissolution of the compact betweeri king and people, when the
former violates his corenation oath. The king, without any consultation with
his ministers, in the language of every despotic prince upon earth, replied,
““The oath which I have taken, not to the nation, as you say, but to God,
““alone binds me.”—He then annulled all the arrets of this parliament, as
he had done those of the parliament of Paris at his lit de justice, passed by
them in justification of the conduct of the parliaments of Pau and Brittany.
We must not quit this subject without ing the laudable behaviour of -
the counsellors of the parliament of Brittany,(1) who, though ordered by
the king to resume their functions, positively requod to _plead beforg the
new commissioners, upon which they were enrolled in the lists of the militis,
when some were drafted off, by lot, to join battalions at a distance, and others
were made part of the city guard.

Gene: ally’s trial was the next obje& that engrossed the attention of
the parliament, and of the inhabitants of Paris. You will recollect, my son,
that some particulars concerning this officer, have already come under your
notice in a former }|lmrt of this history,(2) but his unhappy fate and the gene-
ral sympathy which his sufferings excited, will justify me in presenting you
with a more detailed account of him. He was the son of an emigrant Irish
officer, and had distinguished himself at’ the battle of Fontenoy. But his
ill success in the East Indies, where he was the antagonist of sir Eyre Coote,
and particularly his supposed misconduct at Pondicherry, exposed him to the
vehement censures of the French lndia company. On his return to Euro
he surrendered himself up to the Bastile, where he remained a prisoner for
fifteen months, without being once examined. He was, however, at length
tried by the parliament of Paris, for having betn:iyed the interests of the
king and the company, although Louis considered that court an incompe-
tent tribunal for the investigation of military concerns and affairs of state.
The duke de Choiseul, having over-ruled the king’s objections, procured the
condemnation of the prisoner, not for any specific offence, but upon a gene-
ral charge of criminal misconduct. He requested, as a favour that his trial
might be postponed fur eight days, but his pefition was refused. The day
after his trial, sentance of death was passed upen him, May 6th and he was
executed on the 9th 1766. He was gagged at the place of execution, that
he might nut have the opportunity of inveighing against his accuser, or ex-
patiate on his innocence. As he had been accused of extortion in Indis,
three hundred thousand livres were deducted from the great mass of his pro-
perty, and distributed among the poor inhabitunts of Pondicherry.(3)

Every scene of this catastrophe manifested prejudice, fprecipitu_ﬁon. and a
determination to shut the door against all applications for mercy. He was
u'ndonbtedly highly culpable, but not more so than the t officers in

whose punishment we have seen did not extend to life or member ;
but rtunately, Lally had blasted the sanguine hopes of both the govern-
ment and the people. dividuals ex to amass princely fortunes from
their East India chmniérce and employments, in imitation of the English ;
and the government™aimed at a superiority of power over the British nation
in the Enast Indies. Add to this, that Lally, in order to exculpate himself,
had published some memorials, and was preparing others, which plainly
discovered, that he was not the only state crimipal. This made even
::: 3;1’153: tremble ,for tl_rs fa o}‘ ::eir friende relations. is death re-
e principle evidence o eir guilt, and the seisure of his TS,
lgeu.;egﬂtl);em fromk.n}’ll apprehensions h:f ?I: ing his hard fate. pape :
r remarkable transaction n i i
of the medintion of Louis XV. in ndjgrlg edtha mﬁx&&;ﬁjﬁt&:
republic of Geneva. Their refusal to complg 38t the views of the French

(1) In France every parliament has its Na i -
P e T L R g e
& “Veitaire's age of Louis X V. chap. 34. .- -
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‘ocourt, irritated the king to such a degree, that he ordered his minister, the
¢hevalier de Beauteville, to talk to the commissaries of the le of Geneva,
in the same style that he himself had used to his parliament at Paris. < The
“king, my master, prohibits yoll, as well as the nting citizens, all
“ commercial intercourse with his dominions; and if after this declara-
‘¢ tion, any of you shall presume to come within the territories of France, you
“ will be arrested, and your merchandise will be seized and detained at his
“ majesty’s Elmure." This declaration was made by the French minister,
on the 16th ber, 1766. Every one knows, that the citizens of Geneva
almost gntirely depend on their trade with France. The sale of watches,
trinkets, and a variety of other articles in the mechanic branch to the French,
ferms their chief support, and therefore an effectual' method was taken to
muke them submit to an interested mediation, culculated to answer the poli-
tical views of France and her allies on the continent.

The political talents of the d{ke de Choiseul, have been the subject of
much speculation in the at world, and his character has been variously re-
presentetlin,n lawordmg to the views and interests of different parties in Franco
and E .

Thengtrict line of justice shall be attempted in the short sketch, to which
the limits of these letters confine the author. No minister ever shewed him-
self a truer disciple of Muchiavel; ambitious, arbitrary, enterprising, reso-
lute, and fully possessed of the spirit of intrigue. While he held the reins
sf government, he surmounted every difficulty, and triumphed over ever
sbstacle to the extensive plans he had formed. "The glory of the l"renc{
aation, in its foreign concerns, wae evidently his first object, but he pursued
it on the same principles of despotiem, which led him tg acts of tyranny at
home. The natural rights of foreign petty states,”or of the subjects of
France, were alike sacrificed to the grand stge maxim of political necessity,
however incompatible with the law of nature and of nations, or with those
legal and moral obligations which were instituted to unite prince and people
in one social compact, for their mutual security and happiness. His internal
administration, therefore, so far as he was concerned in the arbitrary proceed-
ings against the parliuments of France, generally attributed to him and the
chancellor Maupeau, will remain an indelible stain on his character in the

es of all true patriots of everyage and eountg. But in his foreign opera-
tions, (though he may stand éondemned in Kngland, where the ideas of
honour, equity, and moral rectitude, are carried from the private closet to
the eouncil chamber, and it is expected they should have the same influence
on the conduct of sovereigns in their public transactions, as they ought to
have in the common concerns of individuals) France must ever vemerate
him as an able statesman.

Every measure taken by this minister, from the date of the famous family-
compact, to the time of his dismission, demonstrates, that he understood the
true interests of his country; and that he meant to continue the peace, by

ening the alliances of France, and by adding to her weight and in-

fluence in Europe ; and we shall make it 3])0“, the plan eﬂ{:u-lned
could not involve bim, considering the well knowti iuation of other
!:;fwen of Europe, in a war with any formidable enem§. In short, to thé
urior courts of Europe, he spoke en naitfe, and accomplished his designs
by force of arms; but to England, he held a different s and as fast
as the exhausted finances would permit him, settled ami y tin only sub-
mof disputg likely to dccasion a rupgure, the liquidstion of the Canada

® The policy of the close union of the several branches.of the house of Bouy~
bon, now to manifest itself upon more occasions than one; and, it'is
no slender proof of Chais t abilities, that though the refusal of the
court of Madrid, to give v account of the nature of this famous
compact to the British ambasssdor, had caused a war between E and

Spain, yet not the least mentian of this alliance, or of its dre: ¢
uence, was made at the peape. It was suffered tq pass unexamined- ¢ dur
e negotiators, as if we had lost our right to canvass every articls, a
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succéesful war against Spain, undertaken with the avowed purpose of scruti-
nising the whole. The quarrel between the duke of ma and pope
Clement XI11. independent of the family-cqmpact, was of so limited a nature,
that it would have been decided without the intervention of other powers,
if France had not stood engnged by the secret articles of this compact, to
support the pretensions of the race of Bourbon in every part of Europe.
‘Fhe clergy, and the religious orders in all the territories belonging to the
dutchy of Parma, had enjoyed such exclusive privileges, and in consequence,
had increased to such a degree, that the revenues of the state were consider-
ably diminished ; for the ecclesiastics not only claimed 2n exemptjon ffom
all taxes on their estates and effects, but also a power of assigning over this
right to the purchasers of lands held by them. his most extrasordinary and
unjust privilege, oceasioned fraudulent sales and conveyances, by which the
state was greatly distressed, and was making such a progress, that scarce
any of tbeﬁands in the dutchy would be suhiject to taxation, if a stop was not
put to such proceedings. Respectful application had been made to the pope,
to exert his authority, and to act in concert with the government of Parma,
in the measures that should be taken to reform this abuse; but the pope
gave no answer to the duke’s memorials upon this subject, upon whic‘x Ko
exerted his sovereign power to eradicate this evil ; accordingly, he published
an ordinance, which struck directly at the root of the papal authority, and
entirely put an end to it in the datchy of Parma, for it cut off all communi-
cation between the ecclesiastics and the court of Rome, and deprived all
foreign priests of their benefices. The pope, on his part, had recourse to
the old exploded resource of issuing out his bull against the duke, threaten-
ing him with excommunication and interdiction, if he did not restore to the
clergy their antient privileges ; declaring also, that ecclesiastics are not sub-
ject to nn{ tem(lmrnl power. He went further, for he laid claim to the sove-
reiguty of the dutchy, though every pretension of this nature, had been long
since given up by his predccessors.

Secure of the interposition of France, the infant duke paid so little re-
gard to the pope’s bull, that he instantly took the most effectual method to
srevent the mischief it might have occus?:med. The Jesuits were all scized
in one night, and conducted to the confines of the pope’s dominions, where
they were left to shift for themselves. The other Italian courts, interested
in the affairs of Parma, took fire on the publication of the pope’s bull ; and
scarce was it known at Naples, when the king of Sicily sent a detachment of
his troops to take possession of Benevento and Ponte Corvo, places belonging
to the pope, but situated within the boundaries of the king’s dominions. ~ At
Paris, this insolent bull met with a solemn condemnation from the parliament
in full assombly. It was declared to be illegal, and highly derogatory to the
honour of all sovereign powers ; nor would it have found & place in this his-
tory, if it had not been the last act of papal usurpation of the supreme
authority of princes, on which the curtain is now dropt for ever.

The pope, persisted in his refusal to withdraw this bull, though strongly
solicited by the courts of France, Spain, and Vienna: Al the Roman-catho-
lic princes of Europo took the alarm, and joined the common cause ; even
the republic of Venice, for onge, took part against the Holy See ; and, it is
generally believed, that the grief and vexation which this unexpected stroke
occasioned, hastened the death of the holy father, who mow suw himself beset
on every side, and his domitiions invaded by different powers. 1t was too
late to repent the insult he had off¢red to one of the princes of the house of
Bourbon : nor was it before discovered, that if the rights of “any one of the
family ghould be invaded, the whole ussociution would appear in arms to re-
sent it. The pope was the first to cxperience the uniform operations of the
compact. France revived a claim to Avignon and the Venaissin, as fiefs of
that !dmn, and without waiting for s discussion of the title, took
sion in e of a commission given by Louis XV. to the marquis de e~
vart, at the head of the regiment of Dauphine, and to the president, and a
deputution of the parliament of Paris, who jointly carried it into execution
without loss of time. On the 11th of June, the French dragoons appeared
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before the gates of the pope’s palace at Avignon, removed the old Swiss
rds, kicked opgn the gates with their jack-boots, and entered the palace
in triumph, when the marquis, in great state, received the homage of the
eople, in the nume of the king hif master, and caused the arms of France,
which he had brought with him, to be affixed over the city gates; ufter
which, the president of the parliament, with his attendants, appointed pro-
per persons to administer justice according to the laws of France. The towns
of Carpentras and Cavaillon, in the Venaissin were given up to the French
forces in the same peaceable manner, and the pope’s officers, civil and mili-
tary, getired to Antibes, from whence they embarked for Italy. On the
othgr hand, the king of Sicily laid claim to the duschies of Castro and Ron-
cigliane, which extend almost to the environs of Rome, and publicly threaten-
ed to send commissaries, in the space of two months, supported by a sufficient
military force, to tuke possession of these dutchies, which he considered as
dissnembered parts of his ancient kingdom. He likewise adopted the same
reformation in his dominions. which®had incensed the pope against the duke
of Parma; the Jesuits were expelled ; and the king published an edict, in-
forming his subjects, that the pope should be considered only as the first
bishop of the Catholic church, and that his authority was less than that of
a general council. These doctrines could not have been hazarded while the
Jesuits remained in the country.

To complete the misfortunes of Clement XIII. the duke of Modena laid
claim to the dutchy of Ferrara, formerly the property of the house of Este,
but long since ceded to the popes, by treaties. In this extremity, the pope,
at last, b?an to sue for peace, and sulicited the court of Vienna, in the
most humiliating manner, to interpouse. and to use her interests to reconcile
the offended house of Bourbon to the Holy See.

While these revolutions were going on in fuvour of France and her allies
in the heart of Italy, the finishing stroke was put to the independency of
Corsica: the treaty concluded between the republic of Genoa and France
was ratified in May ; soon after which, the French court embarked twenty
battalions of choice troops, together with the royal legion, for Corsica. These
forces landed in June, and being met at Bastia by three deputies from
Genoa, who had orders to deliver up the city, and all the other Genoese
possessions in the island to the French commander, the French troops took
possession of Bastia, hoisted the French colours on the ramparts, took down
the arms of the republic, and put up those of France on the 23th: at the
same time, the count de Marbeuf, their general, ordered Te Deum to be
sung with the same solemnity as if he had guined a signal victory ; the in-
habitants were compelled to illuminate the city, and to give every outward
demonstration of joy on the very evening of their cuptivity. ‘The detail of
the ekirmishes and pitched battles between the French army and the brave
Corsicans, in defending their liberty to the last gasp, engaged the attention
of all Europe during the remainder of this year ; nor was the whole islund
completely conquered till the summer of 1769, when it was finally made purt
of the dominions of Louis XV. and ite ecclesinstical affuirs subjected to the
jurisdiction of the Gallican church.

Thus the power and influence of France, as the chief of the House of
Bourbon, was firmly established in Italy, witl? the consent of the House of
Austria, now cluseY allied with their ancient rivals and most inveterate
enemies. The lkille negutiations of the duke ge Choiscul may be said to
,have accomplished in a time of peace, what Louis X1V. at the head of
victorious armies, could never effect ; the Aggrandizement of his own House,
og_the ruin of others.

In the midst of these enterprises, the wheels of the French government
at home were clogged by fresh disputes between the king and the parlisment
of Puris, but they were smotheredpfor a few months by the national concern
for the death of the queen, whose most amiable disposition, and pious resig-
nation to the will of providence, had manifested itself in 8 most exemplary
manner, under one of the most mortifying circumstapees in life, that of he-

her royal consort a constant dupe to his luscivious desircs, and placig
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all his confidence in, as well as dedicating all his leisure time to, an artful

ambitious mistress. Her majesty died on the 25th of Jung, after a lingering
illness, universally regret! by’;ll ranks of g;eople throughout the kingdom
of France. She was the only deughter of Stanislaus the de king of
Poland, who died about two years before her, in an extreme old age, of the
hurt he received from setting fire to his night-gown, being negligently left
alone by his attendants.

One circumstance made this loss still more deeply felt. It had been ob-
served, that the king still permitted his ruling passion to get the better of
his reason ; but as he was now in the decline of life, decemgl prevented him
from _openly taking to his court any new mistress while the queen ived ;
but whe was scarce buried, when the vile panders of a voluptuous prince
put every stratagem in force to fix a patroness for themselves in the palace
of Versuilles, in which we shall find, to the disgrace of their royal master,
they succeeded, even beyond their warmest expectations.

In the beginning of the year, the king by an edict had granted some ad-
ditional privileges to the grand Council of State, which affected those of the
Parliument and encroached on the ancient constitution of the kingdom ; the
parlinments of France as usual, had united in an opposition to this measure,
and had presented to his majesty very strong remonstrances couched under
the form of requests, praying him to limit the jurisdiction of the grand coun-
cil within its former bounds; but these applications producing no effect, a
full assembly of the parliament was held on the 4th of J uly, at which the
princes of the blood and the prime minister de Choiseul assisted, when it
was debuted and the question put, that application should be made to the
king to abolish the grand council entirely, and this greut point was lost only
by a lnn_juritiy of two negative votes. However, another resolution was car-
ried ; to address his majesty, desiring him to fix, by clear and determinate
luws, the line of distinction betwixt the privileges of the council and of the
?nrliument, und to revuke the letters patent lately granted in favour of the

ormer.

By this time, a general spirit of discontent prevailed on account of the
immaoderate price of provisions ;_and though the scarcity of corn, owing to
the inclement seasons, had been felt in most parts of Europe for the last two
years, vet the people of France, like the mn?content.s in England, failed not
to attribute an event, which muet occasionally happen in the course of na-
ture, to the misconduct of the ministry, in suffering a free importation and
axportation of corn. This subject occasioned remonstrances from all quar-
ters, which served on)K to expose the poverty of the kingdom, and the op-
pressed condition of the rer subjects. Yet neither the king nor his re-
folute minister shewed the least disposition to re the laws i e
exportation of corn ; at length, however, the parliament of Paris in their
turn trespassed on the prerogative of their absolute monarch, and of their
own authority prohibited the exportation of corn, till it should be certified
by the proper officers, that there was more than sufficient for the consu
tion of the people for vne year. Nothing but the pularity of this act, and
the fear of an insurrection, could have made the ki g submit to this bold
step ; ln.at though he stifled his resentment for the present, it brought on the
du.ulutm_n and total overthros of the parliament of Paris, which had been
lung medituted by the ministry. °

In the spring of the year 1769, the general diet of Sweden was convened
by the intrigues of the French minister de Choiseul, and before it broke u y
A new treaty of uubzudy_ with France was agreed to, on condition that the
arrears of the old subsidies, which amounted to a very considerable sum,
were put in a course of payment by the French ministry. )

_Every sum taken from the Treasury of France at this time was highly

could bear no further imposts, for bankruptcies in trade of the most alarm-
ing nuture happened cvery day, and st the number of private failures
were rechoned some veby considerable banhers, Lesides a variety of persons
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who stood connected with government, and had bheen ruined by advancing
money in its servige on securities which depended on the fuith of its
administration, but which were now invalidated by one of those arbitrary
acts of power, frequent in this cofntry, but unjustifiable in any, the reduc-
tion of the interest of the public funds. 'This was another instance of the
resolute epirit of the minister, and of the completion of his political prin-
ciples. He knew that something must be done to balance the large demands
on the finances for Corsica, and to continue Sweden and other subsidiar
states firm in the French interests ; and he remembered, that France hns
cancelled all her debts by & notorious breach of faith in the time of Louis
X1V. and Vet that her credit revived, and she was able, after such an act of
cruel fraud, to borrow money for the service of Louis XV. in the early part
of his reign, nearly on as good terms as the ministry of England, where the
national honour, secured l;{ the sanction of parliament, had never been
violated. He therefore boldly ventyred to reduce the interest on the public
funds one half, and took away the benefit of survivorship from the Ton-
tines; a darling object with the French, who, by out-living their friends
and acquaintance, often became possessed of considerable life-annuities ;
and we may venture to affirm, that this measure has done incredible mis-
chief to the finances of France ; for the Tontines were always a sure, easy,
expeditious resource for raising money in time of war. ’l:his event took

lace in the course of this year, and together with the bankruptcy of the

Zast India company, and the stagnation of private credit in all the great
commercial cities of France, threw the nation into a general ferment, and
raised such a clamour against de Choiseul, that even the DBastile could not
silence. His power now began to decline, and fearing that with the con-
fidence of the people he should lose that of his royal master, he shifted the
scenes, and endeavoured to regain the former by a very popular measure.
On a sudden he became the ze;&ous friend of the parliaments of France, and
made it apparent that the influence of a minister over a weak king is capa-
ble of producing a desirable effect in vne day, which volumes of remon-
strances from his loving subjects could not accomplish in a course of yeurs,
perhaps in a whole reiﬁ-n.

In the month of July the king restored the old parliament of Brittany,
and recalled the exiled members who had given him so much trouble. In
short, Choiseul having succeeded in his great defensive plan of political
operations, calculated to cover the internal weakness of the nation by strong

liances, and having by militury exertions over powers on the continent,
who were not able to oppose him, exhibited an appearance of remaining
strength, which might deter any of the principal powers of Europe from
breaking with France upon any slight misunderstanding, saw himself now
under a necessity to take part inst his own court, to whose intrigues he
was on the point of being sacrificed. The growing credit of his rival the
duke d’Aiguillon, soon required his whole attention, and he quickly found
out an expedient to rid himself of this dangerous favourite, which must have
succeeded effectually, if he had not been secretly undermined by female fas-
cination, which continued as usual, to work miraculous changes in the con-
duct of Louis XV. A new mistress had been introduced to the king by the
creatures of the duke d’Aiguillon, who mot only screened this nobleman from
the just resentment of his injured countrymen, but in the end, so completely
triumphed over every principle of sound policy, decency and decorum, that
&his very man, the object of universal detgstation, was made prime minister
in the room of the duke de Choiseul. But the struggle was great, and lasted
.8 sonsiderable time ; the dismission of Choiseul was not so easily effected us
that of the Maurepas, who, after thirty years of constant application
to the king’s business, was banished instantly by Madame la Pompadour’s in-
terest, for a few jocular reflections on that lady’s ascendancy at court.

It will be proper, however, to notice the remaining acts of ministerial
polit{, conducted by the duke de Choiseul. in the midst of this growing op-
position to his person and his measures. . .

The election of Clement XIV. was sttended with a singular circumstance,
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which added lustre to the solemnity. The emperor of Germany, then on
his travels, uccompanied by his brother, the Grand duke of Tuscany, hap-
pened to he at Rome while the Conclave was sitting, and staid there till the
election was over, but did not appear in ¢his Imperial cl_xaracter; howerver,
he received dispatches from France about this time, and it appears, that the
active genius of the duke de Choiseul was then at work in rivetting the last
link of that political chain, which was to secure and.render permanent, the
force of the family.compact, by a fresh union with the house of Austria. A
negotiation was carrying on for marrying the dauphin to the archduchess
Marin Antoniette, the emperor’s youngest sister ; and as his majesty’g con-
currence, to some secret articles in the treaty, respecting the Low ountrjes,
wus indi bly n ry, advantage was taken his travelli into
Italy, to ‘;ring tzh business to a conclusion, which had been already ap-
proved of by the dowager empress at Vienna.

Having thus put the affairs of France on the continent, t:ion the best
footing the duke de Choiseul was at leis@lre, the beginning of the year 1770,
to support the prosecution then commenced by the restored parliament of
Brittany, against his avowed enemy, the duke d’Aiguillon, their former
governor. This nobleman had been the occasion of all the hardships the
members had suffered, and had carried on a criminal process for four years
against M. de Chalotais, their attorney general, whose life would have been
sacrificed to his resentment, if the duke de Choiseul had not prevailed -with
the king, to dispatch an express order to stay the execution of this venera-
ble old man, on the point of being conducted to the scaffold at Morlaix. The
whole kingdom seemed interested in the punishment of this tyrannical go-
vernor, whose cruelties and oppressions in the province were well known ;
but hitherto it hud been reckoned dangerous, eveu to attempt to bring him
to a trinl. Encouraged, however, by the countenance of the minister, and
the general hatred of the people, the parliament of Brittany now succeeded
and his trial began at Versailles, in the presence of the king, in the month
of April. The princes of the blood, and the pecers of France, with the rest
of the members of the parliament of Paris, were his judges. In the course
of the evidenee it appeared, that M. de Chalotaws, animated by the true
Rpirit of patriotism, had vigorously exerted himself in opposing the mal-ad-
ministration of the duke, who, in revenge, had not only procured the disso-
lution of the parlinmont of Brittany, by means of exaggerated misrepre-
sentations of their conduct to the king, but had employed persons to take off
this venerable magistrate, now upwards of seventy years of age by poison ;
failing in this base attempt, it was proved, that he had erected a mock tri-
bunal in the eastle of Morlaix, and suborned evidences to accuse him of trea-
son. In fine, that a most arbitrary, cruel, and unjust sentence of death had
heen prunounced against him, which would have been privately executed
upon the goud old man, if timely notice had not been given to the duke de
Cboiseul of this horrid transaction.

The whole court was ro cleurlir convinced of the duke’s guilt, that nothing
remained but to make an example of the noble culprit, when the king, of a
sudden, stepped in to rescue him from the hands of justice, and put a stop
o all further enquiries into his conduct ; obliging letters patent to be regis-
tered for that rurpose, in ther presence of nﬁ' the princes and peers, who
were thunderstruck at this manifest violation of the laws, The duke of
Orleans, first prince of the blood, sensibly affected, expostulated with the
chancellor upon this unprecedented step : but the king, apprehensive of the
consequences, if the parliament should meet, aud summon the princes and
peers upon this subject, took the precaution, peremptorily to forbid their
sttendance. He begnn with the duke of Orleans, and ordered him to con-
municate this prohibition to the other princes of the blood, but he excused
himself, uymﬁ.-‘it would better become his majesty to deliver such unwel-
come commAn 8oon after, to complete this act of despotism, the king
took the duke d‘AIFuillon with him on a party of pleasure to Marli. The
public detestation of the protected favourite now became universal, and all
the parliaments of the ‘hi