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PREFACL

Tus follo_wilfg pages contain the substance of
Letters written to my faumily and friends during six
months which I passed in Spain;  they have, however,
undergone such altcrations as were necessary to render
what was originally intended for privat(; amusenient,
not totally tmfit for public perusal; and those which
relate to the M.ahomed.an dominion, have been entircly
composed since niy return. In addition to what I have
borrowed' from Ocampo, Masdeu, and Mariana, I
am also indébted to a very accurate abstract of the

state of the Modrs in Granada, written by Simon de

-
.

Aré‘ote.

It will be perceived, that I have only paid that
attention to I)Olltl(,dl subjects which the interesting
events, daily passing before 1we, naturally demanded.

I believe,- it will be found, that my opmions of public
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characters, of the nat‘uriz__(zf the government, and of
the disposition of the ,;;rcut mass of the people, are
corrohorated by all who have visited the Peninsula;
and 1 feel additional confidence in the sanction they
receive from fhc able letter of the Marquis Wellesley
to Mr. Canning, which is printed in the ‘Appendix.

The traces of national character are so strongly
marked on the inhabitants of Spa’in, that few English-
men who have visited that country, would find much
difficulty in delineating its prominent features. What-
ever opinion§ we may entertain with respect to domestic
politics, we all unite in admiring the efforts of the
szmish penple, in their attempt to liberate themselves
from oppression. " We all Join in respecting'the manly
firmness with which, after repeated reverses, they
continue to resist their invaders; in execrating the
government which has so grossly abused their confi-
dence ;5 and in fervently wishing their ultimate freedom
and happiness.

I amn desirous to rectity an error imto which 1
have fallen, respecting the conspiracy formed in Seviile,

to overthrow the cent.:al Junta. I have lecarnt since
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the following sheets were printed, that Lord Welleslcy
did not name the individual régiments implicated in
that plot, nor did he find it expedient to communicate
to the g‘overnment so much of the detail of that project
as I had reason to believe he did,.from the mformation
I acquired in Seville.  While I pay this tribute
to accuracy, i't Is a satisfaction.io know, that the re-
spectable authority which has enabled me to correct
this error, has, at-the same time, confirmed the truth
of the other circumstances I have rclated respecting
that conspiracy.
.

In preparing this work for the press, it has
been my object to se]ef:t such materials only, as 1
conceived would interest and amuse, *‘while they might
convey some iiformation. To myself, amidst many
"anxieties, . it has been a pleasing resource to retrace
the scenes I had viewed, and to travel over again the

roads I had passed.

JUVAT EXHAUSTOS ITERARE LABORES,
ET SULCATA MEIS PERCURRERE LITTORA REMIS.

London, March 1, 1811.
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LETTERS FROM SPAIN.

LETTER I,

DEPARTURE FROM ENGLAND—STORM—SURGEON’S ACCIDENT—SIGHT OF CAPE
. t ] -
ST. VINCENT—VIEW OFF LAGOS-—ST. LUCAR—FLEET BOUND FOR ENGLAND,

ON BOARD THE SARAGOSSA, 30 MILES N. W. OF THE
ROCK OF .LISBON, 11 sepT. 1809.

I st down, in spite of the rolling of the ship, to begin a
letter, which I shall finish at ingervals, and have in readiness to send
you by any vessel we may meet, or shall forward it the first moment
of my arrival at Cidiz ; which, if the wind continue in its present
favourable state, will I hope be within two or three days. After
waiting a few hou.rs without the Needles for the Crescent to join us,
we followed the fleet, under convoy of the Nymphe frigate, consist-
ing of one hundred and fifty sail ©of vessels, bound to Spain and Por-
tugal. The wind was favourable, and the weather remarkably fine, till
we got off Plymouth, when it began to rain and blow very violently.
Having been detained by the flegt, ‘which was to wait off that port
till joined by some other vessels, and tb‘l'nkmg.the three ships, the
Ann, the Crescent, and Saragossa, of sufficient force to protect us
from capture, I determined to proceed Wwithout waiting for convoy.

B
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The winds were sufficiently favourable for three days to carry us
across the bay of Biscay, but too much to the westward to cnable us
to weather Cape Finisterre : the sea was so agitated that it produced
sickuess in the General, Don Ramon, and Mr. Ridout.

The wind becoming still more westerly, we could not get round
Cape Finisterre, and were beating about for three days betwixt that
point and Cape Ortegal wighout making any progress. On the 8th
we had a most tremendous storm the whole day and great part of
the night; the ship rolled most violently, glld, to use the sailors
language,  we shipped a sea.”  To add td our misfortunes, in the
height of the storm, and in a dark night, the Surgeon of the ship
was, by the rolling of the vessel, thrown with such force from the
sky-light over the cabin against one of the quarter-deck guns, that
both the bones of onc of his legs were broken a little above the ancle.
You may judge of the distress we were thrown iito by this unfor-
tunate accident, when you consider, that in the midst of the diffi-
culties surrounding us, we had no surgical assistance at hand, the
Ann having parted from us i the gale; and, im.'eqd, had she beer
in company, the sea ran too high to admit her a,ﬂ'ording us the aid
of her Surgeon. The young man bore his sufferings with fortitude ;
and when luid in a cot, gave the netessary directions with great cool-
ness. I was anxious the bones should be set immediately ; but as a
swelling very soon took place, he determined to defer it till the next
day : cold applications were -ﬁﬁlicd, to lessen the inflammation, and
he slept well.  The next nzorning he prepared the proper bandages
with his own hands, and gavt directions respecting the mode of re-

ducing the fracture. Under. his instructions the operation was per-
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formed so accurately, even by persons previous]); ignorant 2f the busi-
ness, that he is now as well, and as likely to recover, as if the best
surgeon had been cmployed.

We have had fair wind cver mnce yesterday morning, and are
at this time (for I'began this letter three hours ago) very near Lisbon,
running along the coast of Portugal at the rate of ten miles an hour
and hope to reach Cape St. Vincent’s this cvening if the wind
continuc as favourable as it is at this moment. You can scarcely
conceive the great difference that has taken place in our looks
and spirits since the wind changed : while we were beating about
between Cape Ortegal and Cape Finisterre, all was gloom and
melancholy ; now every one is alert, active, and as full of enjoy-
ment as the narrow confines of our floating habitation will per-
mit. I have found General Virues a most interesting and intelligent
companion ; and 1 have the pleasure of constantly conversing with
him, as far as my progress in the Spanish language will allow. Don
Ramon and Don Ijedro, with Mr. Ridout, have proved a valuable
addltmn to ,our society, and excepting the storm, the contrary
winds off Corunng, and the Surgeon’s distressing accident, we have
passed the time better than could be expected on hoard a ship, even
with all our present accomhodations.

) SEPT. 12, 7 O'CLOCK, MORNING.

We have had very quick sailing all night, and are now close to
Cape St. Vincent’s, with a wmd fﬁt aﬁ'ords’us;he expectation of
seemg Cadiz to-thorrow mormng. . At the extremity of the Cape,

from which we are now only a mile distant, stands a large Convent,

built of white stone. The country round appears very barren ; nota
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tree is to be scen through the whole extent of the coast. The rocks
are strikinély pictun'e;que, but, as far as I can judge, not higher than
those of Portland.

‘ ' 10 O'CLOCK.

We are now abreast of the town of Lagos, near enough to see
the country, which is covered with vineyards, and apparently thickly
peopled. The churches and houses are all white ; and, by the flat
roofs and turrets seem in the' style of Moorish architecture. There
are several convents in snght and.a prodigious high mountain rises in
the back ground, covered with woods. From the columns of smoke
ascending, we suppose they are making charcoal, as I understand the
cities of St. Lucar and Cadiz #re chiefly”supplied with that article
from this place.

SEPTEMBER 14, 8 o;cmcx, MORNING.

The last two days we have had continual calms, and have con-
sequently made but little progress. We are however now in sight
of St. Lucar; and our present fair, though gentle breeze, will pro-
bably carry us to Cadiz before night. We are in tlre midst of a small
fleet bound thence to England, and I avail myself of the opportuniéy
to transmit this letter by one of the ships. I have enjoyed good
health and spirits, and am as comfortable as I can be, when removed
from all the objects of my warmest affections.



LETTERS FROM SPAIN. .5

LETTER II

REPORT OF THE POLITICAL STATE OF SPAIN, GIVEN BY AN AMERICAN—GENE-~
RAL VIRUES—ARRIVAL AT CADIZ—VIEW JN THE BAY—IMPRESSIONS ON
LANDING—INTERIOR OF THE HOUSES—GALLEGOS—NARROWNESS GF THE
STREETS—ALAMEYD@—-'-QOMP”QSITI%)N :z)r THE ROCKS—TEMPLE OF HR-
CULES. - ‘ |

CADlz, SEPT. 1809.

AFTER closing my letter off St. Lucar, we sent it on Board
one of the vessels bound to England, and the mate Who conveyed it
was directed to prbcure every information in his power. When he
returned, he communicated to us the report of the Captain (an Ame-
rican) of the state of affairs in'Spain, which, though proceeding from
dn authornty extremely questionable, occasioned us dt the time a good
deal of uneasiness ; he related that a battle had been fought between
the armies; that the Spaniards fired only once, and then over the
heads of the enemy, when they mstant]‘y fled in all directions, ahan-
doning their arms, entirely dispersing, and leaving the British alone
to contend with the French, who#‘be' cotfséquently defe;ted had
retired towards Lisbon ; that Buonagigtfe was expected in Cadiz in a
few days, where the wéalthy mhabltants. and all’ the ‘British were
wholly &%upled in embarking their ﬁ'operty, and preparing for a

removal,
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You wnll casily supposc this sad intelligence produced a damp
on all our spirits; the worthy General, in particular, felt it in the
severest manner, and the calm melancholy marked in his counte-
nance made me sympathise witht him sincerely in all his fu.lmgs.
We were heartily glad when the first boat from th¢ shore reached us
to hear the whole account declared a falsehood, originating solcly in
the fertile imagination of this mischievous American.

Of all the forcigners with whom T have heen acquainted, none
ever ohtained a larger portion of my respect, T may alinost say affec-
tum, than General Virues : the contemplative and benevolent turn
of mind which he discovered dhring the fovrteen days we spent toge-
ther in the narrow inclosure of the cabin of a ship, impressed these
feehﬁgs upon me in a manner too powerful to be readily forgotten.
He entered carlv in life into the Army, and now at forty years of
age has attained the rank of Major-General.  Hisiwhole time, how-
cver, has not been .Qccupicd in the service; he has been employed in
the civil department, and was at one period Secretary to Godoy,
Prince of Peacé, and Prime Minister of Spain. ‘He was nominated
about five years ago one of a Board of Commissioners for investigating
the evils under which Spain suffered, and for suggesting remedies to
cure those evils. Much progress was made by the Commissioners
in their investigation, and many useful plans were recommended
and mca:ﬁres adopted‘ té ‘put; Ln} in execution ; but the Cabinet of
Madrid was solely directed by tbc Ambassador of France; and all
these well contnved splans were forbldden to be adopted. The Gene-
ral c](,arl) foresaw, even at that early period, every indication of the

designs of France upon Spamn gradually developing : he saw it with
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disgust, and retired from the Court to the government of St. Lucar
to which he had been appointed.

He had been the protegé and pupil of Don Thomas Morla,
who was Governor of Cadiz, and who, whatever may be thought of
his courage or his,patriotisin, has evinced by his publications, that
he is a good mathematician and a complete master of the” theory of
a soldier’s profession. When Morla was galled to Nladrid,'&after the
massacre of Solano and the capture of the French ships, Virues suc-,
cecded him in the govcz'nment of ’Catﬁz ; a situation where I can con-
ccive at that moment there was occasion for intrigue, conciliation,
and subserviency to popular feelings, whichyGeneral Virues in the
simplicity and integrity of his character could not descend to prac-
tise. He was beloved by all who knew him till the unforturfate
events at Madrid rendered Morla suspected of treasoft to the cause of
Spain.  Virues, ifppressed with grateful recollections of early attach-
ment, justified or rather exculpated the conduct of his patron, whom
he supposed to be an tinwilling-instrument in the hands of his superior
afficer when he agrped to the capitulation of Madrid. Be this as it
may, the disg;‘ucc of Morla was visited on Virues, and he. conceded
so much to public .fee]ing, thut he resigned the command of Cadiz
and went to England on aemission from the government. I shall
always esteem that a happy event w hi¢h threw him in my way and
enabled me to treat him with those attentlons which are gr'ﬁe.ful toa
forcigner, and of which he appmrg véw sensible.

We got into the harbour dbo:.l‘ii twelve o’clock; but it being
the custom here as well as at-the péats in the Mediterrancan, to
have the state of the crew’s health of every ship accurately ascer-
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taincd before any intercourse with the shore be allowed, we were de-
tained ‘ou hoard a considerable time, and should certainly not have
landed that day if General Virues had not exerted his influence with
the Pratique Master and passed, his word for the health of all on
hoard. prsc regnlations appear troublesome; but such})recautxons
are ncces?lry to prevent the introduction of the p]aguc “annd gther
anfectious “discases.  This neccssxt} 1S nOw pccuhar]yjdt from t\l}g
'ucollcctmn of the dx cadful epidemic fever by which this ut)’vas W el
as, G:braltar, Ma]atm, and the ad].ncent towns on the South coast of
bpaln suffered so scver ely a few years ago.

The view on enteging the bay of Cadiz presents the finest col-
lection of objects that can be conceived : on one extremity of the left
padag is situated the town of Rota, a little farther the castle of Sunta
Catalina and tl# neat city of Santa Maria ; at a greater distance, on
the lap of a lofty hill, stands Medina; ncarer tlk}e sea the town of
Puerto Real and the arsenal of the Cirracas; and on_ the extremity
of the right hand point of land the eity of Cadiz. To udd to the
splendour of the scene, this extensive bay was filled with the vessels
of differeng nations displaying their respective colours amidst a forest
of masts. The whiteness of the houses, their ‘size and apparent
cleanliness, thé magnificence of the public edifices, and the neat
and regular fortifications form together a most striking assemblage
of object. The ground opposite tc{ Cadiz has little appearance of
serdure ; and, except the vf?&yards near Santa Marta and Rota, all
looked brown and barren. I am aware, that in ne ether country must
I expect the beautxful \er(hm of England, which, in spite of our
hazy atrgosphere, enlivens our prospects and gives them a richness
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and variety which I have looked for in vain in Germany, in America,
and the West Indian Islands.

We landed between four and five o’clock, at the wharf without
the Sca-gate, amidst a crowd of boats which made it difficult to ap-
proach the shorc.. The precautions of out friends, who had provided
a house for our residence, and got our baggage passed through the
gates with slight examination, prevented our fecling the inconveni-
ences usually experienced at first landing‘in a foreign aty. After I
had entered the gates, and become a little reconciled to the nauscous
cfluvia of il and garlick, I was greatly struck by the extraordinary
scenc around me ; and could have imagined almost that I had sud-
denly been dropped from the clouds into the midst of a large masque-
rade : the varicty of dresses and characters, the swarms of people,
the height and externally clean appearance of the houses, with the
curtalt s drawn agross from one side to the other and the extreme nar-
rowness of the streets, rendered still more so by the projecting bal-
conies of painted or &ilt iron grating, all produced feelings I never
before experienced and which no language can describe.

’ . We took posécssion of our apartments and were quickly
settled : they arc only one story from the ground, and with
the exception of the stalrcmsc which is public and indecently
filthy, are tolerably neat and comfortable. The floors are paved
with brick, the rooms dark, and conscquently cool, with large
windows opening into balconies towards the street; which is so
narrow that we can almost shake hands with our opposite neigh-
bour: The furniture is not of the best ’kind; ‘the beds, however,
which are on tressels and removed in the day, are good ; and the
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shects, which are made of callico with a border of muslin about #
quarter of a yard wide, are clean. I have hitherto had no reason to
complain of the heat; in fact, it has not been warmer than some of
our hottest days in England. Every thing here seems cortrived to
guard against heat; and the inhabitants are certainly successful in
the effects preduced by their precautions. The thermometer in my
room has varied only from .72 to 75 since our landing.

I have visited

who gesides in a noble house. The gate at the
entrance resembles that of a church, and within is a large quadrangu-
lar court, paved with marble; the ground flpor is occupied by ware-
houses, and the apartments above in which the family reside are
lofty and spacious; some of them are fitted up very splendidly, or
te speak more correctly, with that mixture of magnificence and ex-
treme homeliness so frequently to be observed on the Continent, and
so far removed from the propriety and comfort which reign through-
out an English dwelling. {

The best houses have brick floors and stone or marble stairs.
As the windows generally look into the patio or court, they are pri-
vate and retired; and under the house is a cistern which, in the
rainy season, is filled with water. Every dwelling is a separate cas-
tle, and capable of military defence. LI‘he strects of this city are
remarkably well paved, which may in some mecasure arise from
there being few or no wheel-carriages to destroy the pavement.
Coaches are not in use, and most of the streets are too narrow to
admit them. Carts for the conveyance of goods are almost unknown.
The Gallegos, or natives of ¢fzallicia, a st'ro;rg and industrious race
of men, perform those laborious occupatiens for which, in other
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cities, horses and carts are employed. These men, by the help of
poles on their shoulders, remove the heaviest articles with the utmost
facility ; and being frugal, as well as industrious, execute their tasks
at a very cheap rate. They emigrate from the northern provinces in
search of employment in the more southtrn parts of the Peninsula,
and every large t.own is filled with them : but a man frem any other
part of Spain, following the occupation of a porter, is from custom
called the Gallego, a name at present im_p'l ying the occupation as well
as the country.

Though considerable attention be paid to the cleanliness of the
streets, nonc is shewn to the entrances of the houses, which are the
receptacles of every kind of filth; and, except in the entrances to
the houses of the richer class who keep a Gallego constantly sitting
at the door, you are almost suffocated by stenches before you reach
the apartments.,

As this city is placed on & fxeninsula, at the termination of a long
sandy isthmus, theye is no ground unoccupied, and little can be
spared for squares. The Plaza de St. Antonio is the only one
“and is very small; but being surrounded with magnificent houses,
and contrasted with the stroets, (all of which with the exception of
a broad street arc very nafrow,) it has a good cffect and is the
principal resort of the inhabitants. To the ladies it is the Mall; to
the merchants the exchange ; and to the officers, the purade. The
Alameyda, or public walk, is very beautiful ; always dry under foot
and furnished with good marble‘seatr on both sides; being close to
the sea, the trees do not thrive, and ipdeed affotd very lietle shade :
the cool sea breeze is however enjoyed towards evening, and the
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walk is then crowded with the best company the city contains. The
whole of the ramparts, which surround this compact city, form a
series of agreeable promenades; whence the prospects of the bay,
and the country beyond it, may be enjoyed to advantage. The sea
breaking over the rocks, which surround and defend that part of the
city, has in stormy weather a fine effect, and gives béauty and variety
to the scenery.

These rocks being of a \'re.ry singular structure, I shall venture to
digress a little in order to give a slight description of the mode in
which they appear to have been formed. The basis of their compo-
sition is probably pechstein ; and in this, by its glutinous power, the
shells, pebbles, quartz, sand and marble have been so intermixed and
hardened in the course of years, as to form a compact kind of stone.
This glutinous matter is at first of a greyish-black ; but in process of
time, when mixed and combined with other substances, changes into
a very light yellowish colour: it possesses so much tenacity, that
pieces of brick, tiles, chalk, shells, and other rubbish thrown inte
the sea become incorporated with it, and in time so firmly urited
as to appear a piece of solid stone. I can meet with no chemist who
has paid attention to this substance, nor any book on the subject;
but 1t appears to me to merit the notice of the scientific ; it forms an
excellent stone for building, is easily wo;ked, and very durable.

There are many disputes about the situation of the celebrated
temple of Hercules; some writers place it near Conil, a small town
on the coast between this city and ‘Gibraltar; others at the mouth
of the river Santi Fetri, w};ig;h is one of the embouchures of the
water of the bgy of Cadiz; others maintain that it was at Cadiz,
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and, in proof of their opinion, point out fragments of ruins lying off
this town, (visible when the sea is smooth and the tide low,) which
they assert are the vestiges of that ancient edifice ; while those who
oppose that opinion, call these ruins the remains of ancient Cadiz.
One fact may ho.wever be ascertained, bdth by these ruins and the
general appearance of the shore, that the sea in this quarter has in
the course of ages gained considerably on the land, and that the
peninsula on which Cadiz stands was fo'rmerly much larger than it
is at present. It is asserted, by some accurate observers, that while
the sea without the stréights of Gibraltar has incroached on the land,
it has receded proportionably on the coast of Spain within the
streights, especially at Malaga and Carthagena.
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LETTER IIL

CLIMATE —TEMPERANCE~—GAMING —~ THEATRE — VISITING — LADIES ; THEIR
ATTENDING THE CHURCHES~—FEMALE INDEPENDENCE AND EDUCATION.

CcADIZ, SEPT. 1809.

THE climate of Spain at this season is delightful and cer-
tainly tends to improve the spirits.' The air is dry and clear, not-
withstanding we are surrounded by water ; the heat is not excessive,
the thermometer seldom exceeding 70 ;5 and the walk in the evening
by the sea side most refreshing and cool. The mode of living is also
faveurable to health and enjoyment, fruits and vegetables form the
principal food even at the best tables; and though a species of
cookery, approaching to French, is introduced at Cadiz, it is so com-
bined with that which is purely Spanish, that the difference is
scarcely to be distinguished. Very little wine is drunk during din-
ner, and immediately afterwards the gentlemen retire to coffee with
the ladies. The habits of the Spaniards are very temperate and
frugal, so far as regards the table and ‘"ﬂ‘)c furniture of their houses;
but they keep a much greater number of domestic scrvants than
families of the same description in England. -

In their dress and personal ornaments both the men and women
are very ‘extravagant, especially the latter ; and I am told that the
money expended on’a lady’s gilk stockings and shoes alone (for they

never wadk out twice in the 'same) is cnormous. Gaming forms the
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principal amusement, and is carried to a very censurable extent in
some of the private houses, where parties mect régularly every night
and play for large sums at games of hazard. "The game now in
voguc is called Monte, a species of lansquenet, but more complicated,
requiring little sl\'ill and played for any 3um the parties may chuse
to stake, provided it does not excced the amount in the bank : it is
quickly decided and consequently the more dangerous. Another
gume, called ¢ Pecado” in plain Engljs.h Sin, is also much prac-
tised : it well deserves its name, for the decision is so very rapid that
mouey to a large amount may be speedily gained or lost without the
slightest exercise of the mind. At such parties the quantity of gold
and silver spread on the table is astonishing; and the rapidity with
which it passes from one possessor to another strikingly exemplifies
the uncertainty of a gamester’s wealth. I understand that whist,
back-gammon and chess, are unknown among the Spaniards : they
probably do mnot possess sufficient stimulus, and require more men-
tal exertion than iy congenial with the disposition of the people.
Onc of the chief amusements of the higher class of inhabitants is
:thp theatre, and as the performance begins early and continues only
about threc hours, it does not interfere with the more serious busi-
ness of gaming which usuall{ concludes the night.

The first time I visited the theatre the principal performance was
a Spanish oprra; a specics df entertainment rather tiresome even in
Eugland, where every variety of decoration and machinery is libe-
rally furnished, where the music is good, the dresses tasteful, and
the ]anguage familiar to' the ear; but jn this plz'ice, where all these

requisites are wanting, I should have found it a very ‘unsatisfactory
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mode of passing my time, if the company, the novelty of the scene
and the varied dresses of the spectators, had not in some measure
compensated its want of interest.

The house is not well calculated for hearing ; it is longrand nar-
row ; the stage still narrower than the rest of the 'theatrc. There 1s
no gallery for the lower order of the people, and few of them ever
attend a specics of amusement for which they appear to have no
taste ; the people in Spait'l,uniformly preferring a bull-fight or reli-
gious procession to any theatrical representation of life and man-
ners. l o

Every part of the house is private property except one bench in
front of the boxes, which is the resort of those who have no seats
of their own. Most of the respectable families have a box te them-
selves, and single men a place in the pit; these are all numbered,
and the seats turned up and locked, so that without. the key no one
can make usc of them however crowded the house may be. In the
front, and consequently at the greatest distance from the stage, 1s
the box for the cabildo or city magistrates, but its situation ‘s so
remote that nothing can be heard distinctly even with the most pain-
ful attention. The stage-box belongs to the Governor, into which
all British Officers are at present admitk\afl. I had heard the Spanish
dancing so highly spoken of that I expected a much greater gratifi-
cation than I enjoyed from sceing thefr favourite dance the Volero;
to me, it appeared far inferior in grace and expression to many per-
formances of a similar nature which I have seen both in London und
at opera houses on the Contigent. Almost 'ever)" man in the theatre
wore a uniform; but had an hundred thousand men been collected
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from the different Buropean armies, the officers could not have exhi-
bited a greater varicty of dresses than was displayed in this narrow
compiass ; cvery one seems to wear his dress according to his own
fancy, @nd deems it sufficient if it be military, without regarding its
similarity to othgrs of the same corps. )

Adjoining the theatre there is a suite of coffec-rooms, where all
kinds of refreshments are prepared for th.e company. In these apart-
ments the ladies are seen drinking sangre, or iced water, and the
gentlemen are employved in smoaking their segars, a practice which
1s carried 1o a disgusting excess.

The mode of visiting, after a first introduction, is very casy aud
familiar : you may enter the house at any hour, and, without being
announced, proceed to the apartinents of the family, where you gene-
ally meet agreeable company.  On these occasions refreshiments are
seldom  distribused beyond a glass of iced water, or a very cool
liquor, called agrace, composell of the juice of unripe grapes, cooled
with ice, and .swcct(;ned with sugar.  The visit 1s always paid to the
lady «of the house, who is constantly dressed to receive company.

L]
, 'ut whose house I most frequently visit, is a fine wo-

Scjwm
man, has a large family, dresses well, talks a good deal, and is
generally surrounded with \"iitors 5 indeed, dress, cards, and occa-
stonally music, form the principal pursuits of the ladics.

I must not omit to mention one occupation in which they pass
a large portion of their time. They daily frequent the churches, yet
I fear their religiou.s cereimonics are performed rather with a view to
amuse than instruct. They kneel, it is true, before the altar, or hum-
ble themselves before the image of some saint—lisp a few prayers—

D
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count their beads to ascertain the number is correct, but depart with
little of that religious fecling so necessary for the regulation of
worldly conduct.

The walking dress of the women, from the Dutchess té the ser-
ant maid, 1s entirely black, which gives an appearance of equality,
and renders it ditficult to distinguish one rank from another. In their
houses they throw aside the mantilla, or veil, and appear in their
dress much like the English:ladies, but more decorated with lace and
jewels. They frequent the public walks, the strects and the theatre
unattended ; nor is it deemed indecorous for them to enter the coffee-
rooms, at the theatre, and take refreshments by themselves.  Last
night the Countess of W——, whom 1 had met in a private party,
ame into the coffee-room alone, sat by my side, chatted, ordered her
glass of iced water, and, after offering me a scat in her hox when-
ever I chose to accept it, returned to her place in tlre theatre.  Thus
you see, in Spain, the women possess nearly as much liberty as Mrs.
Wollstoneceraft could have wished ; but, I beliere, the cause of mo-
rals and domestic happiness derives no great advantage from this in-
dependence of the female sex. So far as T can leam, the state-of
cducation here is intolerably bad ; and\the cducation of women is, if
possible, more defective than that of e men : a little reading and
writing is quite as much as the ludies are expected to acquire, and if,
by chance, they can talk a little broken French, it is the summit of
their acquirements.  This is the case generally, but there are some
few exceptions. 1 l:m‘c seen two, the wife of General Virues and lier
mother Senora Benedicho, both of whom are accomplished, intelli-

gent, and interesting women: the mother passed the carly part of
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her life at the Court of Madrid, where she became acquainted with
the different English employed at that capital in diplomatic capaci-
ties : the daughter is a very beautiful woman, many years younger than
her hushand, and is very much attached to him; she has suffered a
great deal from hjs misfortunes, and his absence in England.  This
excellent family is gone to Seville, where I expect frequently to enjoy
its society, unless the General should be jjnmediately ordered off to

Jjoin the army, of which there is some expectation.
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LETTER 1IV.

MARKETS=—CONVENT OF ST. JUAN DE DIOS—FRIAR PREACHING—I1IIS SERMON
—CATHEDRAL — PICTURES =— GOLD AND SILVER ORNAMENTS—UNFINISHED
CATHEDRAL — CONVENT OF (CAPUCHINS — ITS EXCELLENT PICTURES —

DRAGON’S BLOOD TREE—SCARCITY OF GOOD WATER.

cADpI1Z, SEPT. 1809.

lTESTERDAY, though Sunday, the market was excessively
crowded, especially the fish and vegetable markets 5 the latter was
supplied with a surprising profusion of every thing in scason. Garlick
in this place is a most important article, and is sold in strings three or
four yards long, which are piled in stacks. The market :also abounded
with onions, grapes, melons, pumpkins, tureipse carrots, and celery
of a prodigious thickness. The consumption of meat in this city 1s
very small, and the little consumed is of a very inferior quality. T.'lé
poorer and middle class of people live principally on fruits and vege-
tables, with fish which is sold fried in ], at shops i different parts
of the town. '
I went to the Convent of St. Juan de Dios, where a . friar was
preaching in the quadrangle, zuljoi].liug the church, to a C()l\lgl'cgﬂti()ll
standing under the shade of the arches; hjs address was cither ex-

tempore or from memory, 1 believe the latter ; it was pronounced with
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deliberation and solemnity, but apparently without feeling : his ob-
ject was to shew the (]ignit_\', patience, and virtue of the blessed
Virgin; he drew a parallel Letween her maternal love and that of
other mothers, which was more ingenious than solid.  He con-
ducted his audience to Calvary, and expatiated on the sorrows which
she must have felt at the sufferings her son endured, and handled
this part of the subject with tolerable skill and effect; no moral
improvement, however, was :1ttcmptc(_|.t0 be drawn from the ex-
ample of her sorrows, 1t being left to the hearers themselves to make
the practical application of the story.  If the few scrmons preached
in Spain be of this description, and the pulpit merely made use of to
blazon the supposed sufferings or virtues of the Saints, without incul-
cating that moral and devout conduct so essentially necessary to
human happiness, the state of religion and morality must be at a very
low ebb indeed in this country.  Mass was celebrated in the church
of the convent, which was. more crowded than the quadrangle in
which the friar was preaching.  We visited some other churches,
where mass was performing to rather thin congregations. The
churches are all superbly fitted wp, and adorned with rich orna-
ments of gold and silver, and with good paintings.

I visited the 'uthcdrul/an old cdifice, and on the outside desti-
tute of all taste, but within elegantly and splendidly decorated, and
furnished with a number of small private chapels and altars, before
which the devout were kneeling and silently offering up their
prayers.  We applied to one of the priests who was at that time un-

. . . . '. . .
occupied, for permission to view th‘c pictures and other ornamcents;
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as soon as he knew that we were Inglishmen he directed a Sacristan
to show us cvery thing in the church. Some of the pictures were
good, but none cxcellent, nor any of them the productions of the
best masters, the greater part being cvidently copies from very in-
different originals. Near one of the altars are some good statues,
representing the crowning of the Virgin by Angcls‘. The story 1s
ridiculous, but the figures are adinirable; they were brought from
Ttaly, and by the inscription 'uppear to have been exccuted at Naples
in 1693, by Palatano.

The great quantity of gold and silver ormaments and utensils
used in the church service, and deposited in chests and closets,
forms the most remarkable feature in the cathedral ; much taste 1s
displayed in the workmanship, and we were informed that the
weight of the silver in one closet amounted to sixty arobas; this,
with the workmanship, must have cost alone ten thQusand pounds.
There are other ornaments of gold, beautifully adorned with emeralds,
rubics, and amethysts. The greater part of the riches of ‘this church
has been presented by persons returning from the transatlantic pes-
sessions of Spuin. A new cathedral is now erecting, which, if ever,
finished, will be a most magnificent as well as expensive edifice; 1t
was begun in 1722, and will still 1'cquir3\many years to complete.
The building is carried on at the expence of the Consulado, or Body
of Merchants, of this city, which has expended upon it alrcady
upwards of a million of dollars. It is built of white marble, but
the saline particles have changed the side towards the sea to

a brown colour ; the marble pillars within are very handsome, and
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of the Corinthian order; the dome designed to occupy the centre
of the church is not yet commenced, and it is said that it will be
so heavy that the pillars will be insufhcient to support its weight.
The inferior is at present a mcre heap of rubbish; and a Catholic
church owes so guch to the customary (.)rnuments, that it is impos-
sible to form an idea of the effect which may be produced in this
building whenever it is finished. .

The Convent of the Capuchins deserves notice ; not with re-
spect to the building, nor the internal wconomy of the house, but
because the church comtains the two hest pictures in Cadiz, both
painted by the celebrated Murillo.  The subject of one of them is
a crucifixion ; the expressions are excellent, and the colouring in the
best style of that master. The other picture was left unfinished when
that artist died, and was completed by his pupil Osorio Meneses,
whose 1nanner df painting moge nearly resembles his great master’s
than any other of his imitators ; it is placed over the high altar, and
represents the marriage of St. Catherine with the holy infant in the
arms of his mother; the figures and colouring are admirable.

- In the g:xrfion of the convent thereis a tree, which, being the only
one of the kind in Europe, mgy be considered as a great curiosity : it
yicids the resinous gum calldd Dragon’s Blood. 1 was informed that
it came origmally from the LKast Indies; but at what time, or in what
manner it was conveyed, I could not learn.

Good water is very scarce 1n t].)is city : there are no springs on the
peninsula but what are prackish, fit only for washing, and not for

culinary purposes : every house has a eistern, or tank filled with rain
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water, but they usually prefer drinking that, which is brought in
casks, by boats, from St. Mary’s. To cool this water and render it
fit for drinking, they filter it through small jars of porous clay,
which renders it very pleasant and refreshing. The richet inhabi-
tants use water cooled with ice, which is brought daily from the

mountains of Ronda in large quantities, and in this climate is a
great luxury.
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LETTER V.

SOLANO — HIS EQUITABLE GOVERNMENT PREVIOUS TO THE REVOLUTION ~
WANTS CONFIDENCE IN THE PEOPLE—DECL}NES JOINING THE PATRIOTS——

EXASPERATES THEM—I1S PUT TO DEATH,

CADIZ, SEPT. 1809.

AMONG the different objects which invite the attention of
strangers in this city, the house of Solano the late governor, cannot
be overlooked. The recent circumstances of his death, the revolu-
tionary spirit of the people by whom it was occasioned, and the un-
necessaiy cruelty with which it was attended, naturally induce every
visitor to contemplate, with peculiar interest, the ruined residence of
this unfortunate man. °As you may take some interest in his fate,
and the circunElstan,ces that led to his tragical death, I shall give yo{i
a sketch of his character and conduct.

Solano had cnjoyed the ggvernment of Cadiz many years : and he
had mixed in the social circlofof the higher orders of its inhabitants on
the most friendly terms. The officers of the army and navy respected
him, and being a rigid assertor of the laws, the people looked up with
confidence to his justice ; and his {ime was occupied in premoting the
comfort of the inhabitants and in ornamenting the city. The power
which the governor of Cadiz possessed, &nder the old Spanish govern-

ment, was so considerable, that it more rgsembled the authority of an
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independent sovereign ‘than the delegate of a king of Spain. This
power Solano certainly exercised in the most honourable and bene-
ficial manner ; and many improvements in the public walks and build-
ings of this town and neighbourhood bear testimony to his industry,
taste, and spirit. '

During the war with England, and while the port of Cadiz was
blockaded by our flect, the,mutual interchange of civilities between
the governor and the commander of the British-squadron was never
interrupted, though the former was acting under the penctrating
-eyes of the oﬂiccrs’ of the French navy. In f'a.ct, the private friends
of Solano know that no man in Spain more severely regretted
the state of degradation to which the government of his country
was reduced. He had no confidence in the spirit of his countrymen,
nor any conception that Spain contained men with energy sufficient
to throw off the French yoke, or exhibit that determined character
which was discovered at Baylen, Saragossa, and Gerona. Despairing
of his country, he resigned himself to her degratation, and soothed
ﬁimself with the resolution of performing every thing, within the
sphere of his power, for the benefit of those over whom he presided.

When the events at Bayonne were first known in Andalusia,
and the patriotic inhabitants of Seville Zad resolved to oppose the
profligate usurpations of Buonaparte, Solano was absent from his
government with the Spanish army on the frontiers of Portugal :
having received intimation of the spirit of resistance prevailing at
Seville, he hastened to that city. The chiefs of the insurrection
there, Montejo, Saavedra,"l‘ili, and Padre Gill, impressed with

the warmest feclings of patriotism, relying on the justice of their
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cause, and not entertaining a doubt of what the conduct of a Spanish
officer would be under such circumstances, communicated to Solano,
in full confidence of his co-operation, all their secret and as yet
undigested projects. Solano, with the caution and coolness of an
experienced and vary man, doubted if the plans of the leaders were
sufficiently matured to afford a prospect of success, or the energy of
the people sufficiently roused to second their views. Solano re-
quired time to deliberate, and continued indecisive till the chicfs
growing impatient at his hesitation required a second interview, and
demanded a definitives answer. He promised to give them one
the next day, but instead of waiting for that time he departed
with the utmost celerity for Cadiz. He arrived there unexpectedly,
and issued a paper, stating that his sudden return arose from the iu-
formation he had received, that the next day the English fleet was
to bombard the’city. .

Under pretence of this threatencd bombardment he removed the
cannon from the land side towards the sea, and dispatched messengers
to Dupont, then advancing into Andalusia, to hasten his approach by
forced marches. Upon the pretext that the casemates under the fortifi-
cations would be wanted as ghclter for the inhabitants, when the pre-
tended British bombardmerd took place, he removed the military stores,
and even the gunpowder out of the city, and thus prepared for a quiet
surrender of the place to the French invaders. Admiral Purvis, the
commander of thé British fleet, aware of the movements that were
taking place in Spain, from his previous communications with the
Royal Family on the subject of their‘removal to Mexico, hoped that

Solano would have joined the standard of his country, and attempted
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by flags of truce to induce him to unite with the patriotic party.
‘These communications Solano received at first with coldness, and
afterwards decidedly rejected.

‘As soon as it was known at Seville that Solano had fled to Cadiz,
the revolution immediately broke forth, the inhabitants flew te arms,
and the sympathetic feeling which pervaded all Spain was dlsplayed
in that city, with irresistiblg force. A committee, called mn Spain a
junta, composed of the most zealous, intelligent, and virtuous of the
citizens assumed the government, directed the spirit of the inha-
bitants, and produced what Spain had not witnessed for many ages,
a combination of order and energy. The feelings of Seville were
communicated to Xeres, to Santa Maria, and even to Cadiz, though
in the latter their effects were stifled by the efforts of Solano. Num-
bers of people, however, arrived from Seville inspired with feelings
of patriotism and vengeance; many, entered the city disguised like
peasants ; and a sufficient number soon arnrived to kindle the sup-
pressed patriotism of the Gaditanos. Solwito feceived intimations
from his private friends that the plan of an insurrection was formed,.
and that he was to be its first victin; he was apprised of the inten-
tion to assassinate him, on his return, from the theatre, and was
centreated by his friends not to attend ; Dut he had too much courage
to be awed by the intimation, ‘and either the firmness of his demea-
nour, or some alteration in the plans of his enemies, preserved him
for that night from the threatened attack. A party of his friends,
who adjourned from the theatre to his house, aware of the danger
that impended, urged him toseek his safety by flight; he rejected
their counsel, affected to treat their fears with contempt, and avowed
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his resolution not to part with his authority, but in‘ obedience to the
commands of the power from which he had received it. The suppli-
cations of his wife, the endearments of his children, and the anxiety
of his friends, were all exerted int vain, and he resolutely determined
to maintain his authority, or to perish il the attempt.

Early on the ensuing morning the whole city was in a state of
tumult; the populace, irritated by the patrlots from Seville, indig-

nant at the treachery of France, and clamorous for the death of the
governor, surrounded his habitation, Somc partics attacked it with
musquetry, while others dragged cannon from the ranparts and as-
sailed his residence. In the midst of the firing he escaped by the
roof of his house, and took refuge in an adjoining one, the lady of
which, an intimate friend of the family, hid him in a small closet
which had been secretly built some years before.

When the®insurgents gained possession of Solano’s house, and
discovered his flight, they pursued him to the house where he was
concealed, whicle was searched with diligence, but without success.
Alter commlttmg some atrocities, and even woundmg the lady of the
*house with a musket-ball, they were departmg discontented with
having missed the object pf their vengeance; when the party was
joined by an artificer, wha had constructed the secret closet, and who
conducted them to the hiding-place,*where Solano was discovered, and
delivered to the fury of the mob. The general cry of the populace
was, “To the gallows! to the gallows!” whither this veteran
was conducted; but such was the indignation of the people, that
before he had quitted the house, vthere he was discovered, he was

lacerated with knives and his cloaths literally torn from bis body.
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Naked, and streaming with blood from numberless wounds, he pre-
served the firm step, and the manly dignity, of an officer. To the
taunts of the multitude he appeared superior, but not insensible, and
at every fresh stab that was inflictet, he fixed his eyes on the perpe-
trator with an expression of contempt ; till a soldier, who had been
long under his command, dreading the impending degradation of

his old officer, plunged his sword in his heart, and t:i'minated his
sufferings. ‘
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LETTER VL

REMARKS ON THE POLITICAL STATE OF SPAIN =~~~ GENERAL COMPLAINTS
OF THE JUNTA — DETERMINED HOSTILITY TO THE FRENCH —— NEGLECT

OF THE MANUFACTORY OF MUSKETS —— BRASS CANNON.

cADIZ, SEPT. 1809.

I HAVE been prevented from leaving this place by the want
of mules, or rather by the fears of the muleteers, who dread going
to Seville, lest their cattle should be impressed to carry provisions
and stores to the armies; I Jhave, however, at last succeeded in
hiring a set at an enormous’ price, having given a previous assur-
ance that I could procute, from the English Ambassador, an order for
them to return ; aud in a few hours T expect to depart.

* The few inhabitants of this place who view public affairs in a
gloomy light are forming arrangements for their removal to Mcxiéa;
and, among persons of this“ﬁescription, the independence of Spanish
America is talked of as an event that will certainly occur, if the
French should succeed in conquering Spain; but with the greater
number no such apprehension of the encmy’s success is considered
within the limits of possibility, and the latter 2re as jealous of the
monopoly of the commerce with their' American colonies, as during

the most assured dominion of the Mother Country.



32 LETTERS FROM SPAIN.

I'have no idea, myself, that the conquest of Spain is an event likely
to be accomplished with the force the French now have in the king-
dom, which does not exceed one hundred and thirty thousand men ;
but unless more activity be employed by the Spaniards the énemy
will never be driven out. They cannot advance throygh the passes of
the Sierra Morena ; and Lord Wellington’s position at dea]oz pre-
vents them from turning the, Spanish army and penctratmg by Estre-
madura to Seville. T donot depend much on Spanish accounts, nor on
Spanish discipline, but I have seen some British officers, immediately
from our army, and it is their opinion that no battle will be fought
soon, but that both armies will remain some time in a state of inac-
tivity; a state most desirable for the Spaniards, since it will afford
them time to recrnit, and discipline their armies ; and, if they can
only form officers, and procure sufficient arms, may enable them
ultimately to expcl' the French.

The complaints of the inactivity, selfishness, inability, and in-
triguing spirit of the members of the Junta are universal : they have
lately laid fresh restrictions on the press, and have suppressed’the
best paper in Spain, the Patriotico Seminario of Seville, which hus
great]) increased their unpopularity. It is moreover commonly assert-
ed that no appointment, either in the arm; or the state, is given from
the merit of the persons appointed, but merely from influence and
intrigue. How far these accusations are well founded I have not
been long enough in the country to ascertain, but I attribute a great
part of them to that disappointment among the people, which arjses
fron: their extravagant expectations not having been fulfilled. When

that opposition to France, which they here term a revolution, first
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commenced, every man fancied that a new era of prosperity was
begun, that nothing more was wanted to 1emove those evils which
the lapse of time, the exercise of tyranny, the unblushing practice of
corr{ll)iioh, and the indolence of priesteraft had accumulated in the
country, than a supreme representative government ; and then, it was
supposed, all would be instantly changed. This expectation has been
of course dissipated, and those who entertained it, instead of blaming
their own sanguine temper, accuse the Junta because they have not
effected impossibilities.

Without dwelling on the fault in the original constitution of the
body, a number too great for an executive and too small for a legis-
lative power, yet combining both, it is natural to suppose that
the Junta would participate in those habits which the state of
socicty, to which they were accustomed, unavoidably engendered,
and were conseuently il qualified to advance the mighty under-
taking they were chosen to ‘accomphish : their popularity is now
totally lost, and it is the universal wish that they may be removed,
and ah individual, or small council of regency, be appointed with full
powers to succeed them.  The Archbishop of Toledo, the only mem-
ber of the Bourbon family remaining in Spain, has heen mentioned
as a person worthy of beingy intrusted with the exccutive govern-
ment: but he is a young man of neither talents, nor character, and
15 said to be governed by his sister, who is the wife of Godoy, and
possesses considerable energy of mind. The Archbishop’s high rank
might possibly have given him considerable influence had he heen
surrounded by ministers of talents and-virtue. This idea however
1s now abandoncd, and as the Marquis Romana is expected at

3
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Seville, all eyes are fixed on him, in the hope, that he will overtarn
the present system, and cither assume the supreme power himself, or
place it M more able hands.

I am sorry to observe that there does not appear to be dny leader
in the government, nor ahy one man of talents, sufficiently eminent,
to give him the necessary preponderance ; there 1s no unity in the
operations of government, and unless some man of powerful mind
should arise and be elevated to a commanding station, I see no chance
of improvement in the affuirs of Spain.  Many accuse, and perhaps
with justice, the most opulent and clevated Jnembers of the Junta of
disaffection to the cause of their country, and a disposition to aid the
views of Buonaparte. Men in their situation, with large estates in
that part of Spain occupied by the French, may very naturally wish
to return to their homes and their ease, even though submission to
the encmy should be the necessary consequence.

The Marquis Wellesley, it is said, keeps aloof from the parties and
fuctions of the Junta, and interferes in none of ctheir internal squab-
bles. This neutrality is by no means pleasing to the people of Cadiz,
who say that the fate of Spain is in his hands, and that he ought to
remove the Junta and establish an energetic government ; not duly
considering the very delicate nature of'his situation, and his present
unfitness to judge of what may prove most salutary for a country, with
whose customs, feclings, interests, and prejudices, he is yet but im-
perfectly acquainted. -

I have thus giv‘cn you a slight sketch of the state of politics in
this place : it is somewhat at'variance with the ideas generally enter-

tained in England, but 1 have endeavoured to be as accurate as the
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short time I have been here will alow. The determined spirit of
hostility towards France, which is felt by a large proportion of the
inhabitants of this country, would make the conquest difficult, even if
the very name of an army had ceased to exist; they are so much ac-
customed to indivjdual revenge that the enemy would be daily cut off
in small parties, and literally would possess little more than the
ground which his armies might occupy. Some measures are now
taking of great importance, evidently suégestcd by Lord Wellesley.
The fleet at Ferol, which the French obtained possession of in Janu-
ary last, is on its way to this port; four sail arrived this morning,
and the remainder is shortly expected. This important part of the '
naval force of Spain is thus out of the reach of Buonaparte. The
Duke of Albuquerque leaves this city to-day, and is to have the com-
mand of a corps of ten thousand men; report says he is to act under
Lord Wellingtois, who, as well as the other British officers, places moro
confidence in him than in almwvst any other of the Spanish generals.
Nothing can shaw 1 a stronger light the indolence and want of
comBination among the Spaniards than the state of the manufactory
for musquets in ‘this city.  The Government can raise as many men
for the army as it desires, al“d very little food is requisite to subsist
them; but musquets are abwolutely necessary, and the demand for
them is considerable; for dike most «raw levies, the troops when
defeated are too apt to ensure their safety by throwing away their
arms. This, in spite of the great assistance derived from England, has
occasioned their present scarcit_y,.and the establishiment of manufiuc-
tories of this important article has been in conséquence most strenu-

ously and frequently urged as iu(lispensible : but it s now more than
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fourtcen months since the commencement of the manufactory, and
not a single musquet has yet been produced.  They are crecting a
handsome building, when plenty of others might have been appro-
priated to the purpose: and the time lost i the new buildings
would have enabled them to finish and send to their armies thousands
of arms for the men enlisted and ready to-use them.

They have in this place a large train of artillery, mostly brass
battering twenty-four pounders, and they are the most beautiful I
have ever scen. These in the present state of Spain are of little use;
but of ficld ordnance, of which they particularly stand in need, there
1s a great scarcity.

I am now going to embark, and hope to be at St. Mary’s in an
hour or two, where the coach is waiting for us; and I expect ta

reach Xeres this evening, whence 1 shall write to you again.
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LETTER VIL

PEPARTURE FROM (.‘ADIZ —— SANTA MARIA —— B‘iGGARS — ROADS — FACE OF
THE ¢OUNTRY — XERES — WINES — RENT OF LAND — POPULATION OF

XERES —= RECRUITS — CLIMATE.
XERES, SEPT. 1809.

WE 1efe Cadiz’about noon, and passed to the Mole with our
baggage: it was only slightly searched at the gate, ou account of
our being Xnglishmen; but that of several other persons who were
going out was rigorously examined. There is a law prohibiting the
gold coin from being carried out of the city; a law casily evaded,
when the price of gold, relative to that of silver, is very high.

Previously to our setting ouf, we called on board our ship, took
a slight repast, and procured some provisions to refresh us on the
road to Seville, on which we were informed they could not be obtained
at.the inns.  'We lunded at St. Mary’s about two o’clock, and found
our equipage mutmg for us; ’u was a coach solidly constructed, re-
sembling in shape those whighi we sce painted in pictures two hun-
dred years old ; it had no ifon springs, but was suspended, by large
leathern straps, from upright pillars before and behind, and lined with
yellow plush.  Mr. Ridout, Don Ramon, gnysclf and my servant,
were tolerably accommodated in the inside, and our three drivers sat
on the trunks before ; ; we had six mules, and rattled over the stones

of the city at a good pace.
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As we intended returning thither, and merely drove through the
streets, 1 cannot at present attempt a deseription of the place, and
shall only observe that it has good streets, splendid looking houscs,
and contains, in ordinary times, about twelve thousand inhihitants ;
it is now much more populous than uwsual, owing to the influx of
strangers from the northern parts of Spain, who have been driven from
their abodes by the cncmy,'and have fixed their residence in the place,
to be ready for embarkation, if the flames of war should spread into
Andalusia.  Among the temporary residents of this description are
the Archhishop of Toledo and his sister ; le‘ey maintain but little
splendour, and live almost in scclusion.  The Dutchess of Orleans,
wife of the celchrated Egalité, resided at St. Magy’s a considerable
time, and, T understand, was universally beloved by the inhabitants.

We were pestered by numbers of the mendicant tribe, who at-
tempted to obtain donations by the cn:ies of ¢ Viva los Ingleses !” und
¢ Murio Napoleon!” sounds, to which it was difficult to avoid re-
plying with a few copper coins. C |

The Alameyda, or public walk, which we passed in going cut of
the city, is extremely shady and beautiful, and well farnished with
marble benches.  The country around is very pleasant, the plants
and trees all different from those 1 have« lately seen, and the whole
scene bears a stronger resemblance to the West Indies than 1 had ex-
pected to mect with in Europe : the hedges are mostly formed of the
alocs and the opuntia,, salled here the tuna, or prickly pear, which
makhe an excellent fence ; these l)ei;lg intermixed amith flowers of va-

rious kinds, produce a very beautitul appearance.
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The road was crowded with carts loaded with staves, for wine-
pipes, going to Xeres; with horses, mules, and asses, bound to St.
Mary’s, carrying fruits and vegetables for the market of Cadiz; to-
gether with considerable flocks of sheep and droves of oxen, attended
by the owners, ywell mounted on Andalusian horses, and each of
them with a gun slung over his shoulder.  This road, which is very
good, was constructed by the government, and is called 2 camino real,
or royal road; but as there was a ncarer rout our drivers gave it the
preference.  This led over a steep hill, and was excerably bad. At
first the country appe;used barren, but, as we approached nearer to
this city, we passed through extensive fields of wheat stubble, mixed
with vineyards and a few olive trees. The approach to Xecres is strik-
ing, and the entrance is by the end of the Alameyda, a pleasant and
well shaded walk.

At this place’there is a bridge over the Guadalete, a river not
navigable within two miles of this city, even by boats. This river,
though small, is very eclchrated in Spanish history on account of
the Dattle fought on its banks, between the Gothic Christians of
Sprain and the Moorish invaders from Africa in the year 711, which
decided the fate of Spain dyring several successive centuries, and
established the power of the Moors, who conquered nearly the whole
peninsula, and whose emptre, after the usual transition from war
and rapine, to civilization and luxury, was finally terminated in the
year 1493 by the conquest of Granada.

The strects of this city are wider Khan those of Cadiz : there is a
good paved foot-path, and it js well lihted : some of the houses are
splendid, and that belonging to Mr. James Gordon, a gentleman to
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whom T had particular ‘introductions, possesses every comfort and
accommodation to be expected in an English habitation.  The prin-
cipal conmerce of this place consists of wine, especially of that spe-
cies: so gencrally known by the name of Sherry. The (uantizy
arnually made in this pl:u:o 15 ahout 40,000 pipes,,of this 25,000 wre
consumed 1 this citv, in Cadiz, and the viemity 0 15,000 are ex-
ported, of which abont 7000 arce sent to England : and the remainder
to the United States, or to the different Spamishe dominions i Sourh
America.  The value of the wine, when ne i s from cight to ten
pounds per pipe; it incrcases in value by age, and that which s
sent to England is always mixed with brandy, which occasions a
further augmentation in the price. Moot of the wine merchants in
Neres have distilleries, to make brandy to add to their wine, but do
not export anv. A large quantity of 1t i~ ikewise consumed in the
mountainous part of Andalucia, where it s mixdd with anniseed,
and very much used by the lower class of people during the winter.
There are no staves nor iron hioops made i this<part of Spain, so that
supplies are obliged to be obrained from forcign countries, £ the
]z::(-!\ug(‘s in which tilt‘_\' even export their most important production
Thie United Sutes of America furists the stavgs, and the iron hoeps
are ~ent from England.

Besides the wine sent t6 England, ander the denominatiog of
Shierry, there are some sweet wines made o this neighibourieod,
which are much valued by the natives, and among others the 1o
wine, as itis called in England. Very licde care 15 (_-;:vieln- b the
original making of their winds © the erowers wre cencrailv poor, and

mdebted to the merchants of this cien, vio. e ;ufr:umngj them
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money before the vintage, are enabled to take advantage of their
embarrassed circumstances, to purchase at rgte’é, which kebp these
growers in a perpetual state of dependence. This want of capital is
felt in a still greater degree by the owners of the dlive trees, the va-
ric ble produce of which, frequently leaves ‘them too deeply in debt, in
aufruitiul years, to enable them to clear themselves in those which
are more productive  To this deficiency of agricultural capital may
probably Le attributed the languishing state of the cultivation in
Spain.

The Gordon Iamd) has been long estublished at Xeres: it came
ciginaly fiom Scotland, and settled here in consequence of jjts
attachment to the untortunate house of 4‘S‘tua.rt, and its adherence
to the Catholic religion. Mr. James Gorden, though4r married to a
Spanish lady, sent his daughters to England for their education, who
after some years residence in the convent at York, returned to this
city. Onc of them is married to a colonel in the Spanish army who
is now with his refiment in La Mancha. Mr. Gordon, besides
l)dng. > wine merchant and a distiller, is a very large farmer ; he has
putchasea 2100 acres of good lond, which is mostly in tillage, and is
pr - eipally cultivatedeby it QRermian soldiers who were captured at
the ~wrender of Dupont’s army at Baylen : he has also some young
men ‘iom the Lothians in Scotland : and with these labdurers he
conducts his farms to advantage, and has introduced all tﬁ‘e im-
provements which have been recently pmctlsea' by the best agncul-
turalists in Gieat Britain.

The sent of land in these parts is extremely low, but the number
of years purchase paid for Jand is very great, for which I can lcarn no
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satisfactory reason : thus. Mr. Gordon has bought a farm at 33 years
purchase, the purchase money not amounting to more than .£12.
sterling i)er acre ; consequently the rent could not be more than
7s. 6d. per acre, and yet. it is good land, and almost spontancously
produces very excellent wheat. At present the demand for men for
the army has increased the price of labour excessively, and compelled
the farmers to give employment to the prisoners : and the Germans,
who are laborious and docile, are now preferred to the natives, who
are too much attached to their old habits to acquiesce in the -
provements which Mr. Gordon has introduced.

.+ The Junta hire the mules and carriages wanted for the army at
such very exorbitant rates, that it evidently would prove more advan-
tageous to pui‘chasc them ‘and form them into corps with drivers;
but this would require ready moncey, of which, T understund, there
1s at present a great scarcity in the treasury.  Indced nothing can
be worse than the plan adopted at present for the conveyance of
provisions a1 stores to the army ; for as the owners of the mules are
not paid the price of them when taken by the enemy, it is very com-
mon for the maleteers, upon approaching the armies, to abandon <he
carts and escape with their mules, tleough obscure roads, to some
'plnce of safety'.

Xeres contains about 40,000 inhabitants, including the Puchly,
or township, which is very extensive, though thinly inhabited, and
consists chiefly of scadered farms and vineyards, upon which <ome
fe*iyofﬂu, owners reside, thongh fur the greaterepart live within the
city. MThe Pue_blo extends over a track of country 435 miles i length

and 18 in breadth, and is cousequently as large as some of ouwr Eng-
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lish counties ; yet, exclusively of the city, the whole consists of no
more than 101 Jarge farm houses, 77 smaller ones, 555 houses at-
tached to the vineyards, 23 houses situated in olive grounds, and 55
houses in fruit and vegetable gardens, "“;'Such is the state of popu-
lation in one of the hest peopled districts of Andalusia, and pu‘haps
in the finest climate and the richest soil in Europe; cvery thmg has
been done by nature, but the institutions of the government and the
indolence of the inhabitants, have effected nothmg to improve the
advantages she has bestowed.

The inhabitants boast of their patnotxsm and zeal in the cause of
their country, and express their dctestatlon of the French on all oc-
casions. This detestation has been evmced in the most inhuman
manner, by the murders committed upon several of the prisoners;
nor would cven those who are on their parole, and occipied in the
labour of the ficlds be exempt from apprehension, if they ventured to
mix with the jnhabitants, or neg,lectcd the precaution of working in’
partics separate from the Spaniards. I was informed that Xeres had
furnished 7000 reeruits for the armies; a tale which I cannot believe,
though asserted confidently by every one who has the means of in-
formation. It does snot appchr probable that 7000 men could be
taken from a population computed at 40,000 souls, w'hen all ‘the
marricd men, the only sons, and the numerous eéclcsiqstics, are
exempt from the conscription : hesides, had the whole of='Spaiu far-
nished reeruits in the same praportion, thefr armies would have
amoanted to at leatt two millions of sen, but is is well known that,

they never exceeded one tenth of that nnmber., .
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" AsT have promised to pass a few days here with the hospitable
&mnl'y of the Gordons, and have received pressing solicitations from
dther people to visit them on my return from Seville, I shall defer
seeing the ch , the Roman antiquities, and the Convent of the
Carthuaia.n Monks till that time.

This evening is delightful ; the twilight in thxs climate tinges
‘the sky with a variety of, beautiful colours, much resembling the
warm hues of Claude, but of which no one can form an adequate
idea who hag ndt visited the South of Europe. The ¢ moon walk-
ing in brightness,” the refreshing coolness ‘of the breeze, and the
so%hing tranquillity of t%m scene, are truly enchanting; nor are
the feelings rendered less dgreeable by the occasienal tinkling of the
bells, attached'to the pumefous strings of mules, that pass under owr
windows,



LETTERS: FROM: SPAIN. - 45

LETTER VIIIL

COUNTRY AROUND XMERES——~CASTLE OF LEBRIXA—ITS ANTIQUITY=—CONVENT—
ITS LIBRARY=——MASSACRE OF FkENm PRISONERS-‘--—SCULPTURE OF ALONSO
CANO—HISTORY 'OF cmm—-nonm nnsnnhon.

: LEBRIx“i; SEPT. 1809

WE left Xeres c.lrly this morngng, and came to tlns place by
a dusty track through ficlds Jately covered with com, but which,
from the want of rain, are now oonva'@ ;mto barmn p]ams The
environs of Xeres on this side are pleasant, and abouna in cultivated
gardens and vineyards, inclosed within ‘hedges of aloes and tuna.
The face of the country is rendéred still more agreeable by the inter-
mixture of olive trces, whose dark-grcen hue forms a pleasing con-
trast, to the hghter shade of the hedges. We passed a number of
farmers with theit wives, mounted on horses, mules, and asscs,
going to a fair about seven leagues dlstant near Medina. This fair,
held in the Pueblo of St. Martm, continues three days, and is the
most considerable cattle fau: in Andalusia ; it is remarkable for its
horses, which are prized in Spain above all others; numbers of
these animals are bred in the neighbouring plains by‘the Carthu-
sian monks, who thence derive considerable ;',;nolumeht “as well as
fron their agrlcultural pursuits. W.: passed dver some extensive

plains leaving the high mountains of Borno on the right hand, and
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the Guadalquivir, at a considerable distance, on the left.  We had a
distant view of the city of St. Lucar, and, though we did not approach
within two leagues of it, the clearness of the atmosphere was such,
that the objects weére more distinct than they would have abpc:u‘cd in
England at the short distance of a mile. .

Our first view of Lebrixa was very impressive. Near the town
is a Roman camp situated on an eminence overlooking the sur-
rounding; country, from the centre of which rises-a once magnificent
castle, built in very remote times, and improved by the Moors; but
which now lies partly in ruins, and partly ¢onverted into a convent
for monks, conspicuous only for the solemnity it adds to the scenc.
The town is by no means well built, though some of the public
cdifices have the '.appeérarié’e of magnificence. There is o certain live-
liness in the aspect of the place which 1s not a little improved by
the brilliancy of the atmosphere.  After a slight rei)ust we went to
view the casﬂ:e, the prospéet from which is very extfensive.  The
lower part of the walls is very thick, and built with Roman bricks ;
the upper part 1s evidently of Moorish construction, from the horse-
shoe form' of the arches, as well as from the materials of which it
is composed. The Roman part, whi¢h is in some places thirty feet
in height, gradually diminishes in thickness, cach tier of bricks
standing farther in than the one below it, so that the wall sonmiewhat
resembles a flight of steps; at the bottom it is so thick, that the
excavated cells of the fifonks are abeut nine feet in length. I had o
means of accurately ascertaingng the thickness ‘at the part whiere
the work of the Romans ceascs, and that of the Moors begins,

but I conjecture it to be about five feet, and the Moorish addition
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heing pcrpcndiculur, of course continues the sdame thickness to the
top ; in former times several ditches surrounded it, the remains of
which are still visible. _

The Spaniards, in general, feel a pride in tracing the origin of
every thing belqnging to them to high antiquity: this place is said
to have been founded by Bacchus, but some derive its name from
the Pheenicians, who certainly traded to t.his part of Spain at a very
remote period.  Whatever may have been its origin, there are no
antiquities now remaining, prior to the time of the Romans. At the
side of an archway, which leads to the castle, therc is a marble
statuc of a female as large as life; and though it has lost the head,
the rest of the figure is in tolerable preservation ; the drapery dis-
covers considerable ability, and it is undoubtedly a' Roman work ;
though the pious Catholics ‘of Lebrixa sallctify‘it with the name
of the Virgin, vr more familiarly, call it ¢ Mariquita la Mar-
moleja.” : o

We visited the convent which is built within the antient castle;
the pu,sndcut w hcn he found we were Engllshmcn, treated us with
cihility and attentlon he pressed us to take our dinner with him,
which, lLowever, we declined,,and he piously cxpressed his gratitude
to God, for having inspired the King of England with the resolution
to support the cause of the. Spaniards; declaring his confidence of
success, because the holy Virgin was on our side. T was curious to
sce the library of the convent, as well as the, private collections in
the cells of the diffgrent monks : fro inspecting a man’s boé)ks, it
1> s casy to judge of the turn of lns“\ud as from knowing his asso-
clates 5 to a monk, indeed, his books must be his most valuable
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associates, and a greater lmpresswn is likely to be produced by them
'upou a recluse, than on one, who, by his intercourse with the world,
feels their influence _flequently counteracted. The library of this
institution, however, contains little that can expand the ‘mind or
cnlarge its views, and consists principally of sermops, homilies, and
lives of saints, histories of partcular churches, monasteries, and
processions, a few classical books, and some French ecclesiastical
historics; the Bible, indeed, translated into Spanish from the
Vulgate, and very handsomely printed in twelve volumes, is con-
spicuous, but, I.fear, is less read than any in the collection. I ex-
amined the list of forbidden books, and certainly was not surprised
to sec Gibbon’s Roman Hisjgbfy,‘,Priest]C\~’s Lectures on History,
and Helen Mana, W!lhams Letters from France, among the pro-
scribed ; but I should not before have supposcd that Blair’s Sermons,
or Pinkerton’s Geography, contained any heretical doctrines that
could possibly have shocked the feelings of the most orthodox Ca-
tholic; they were, however, inserted in the prohibited list.

« The venerable president, notwithstanding his, sanctity, and his
pious reliance on the assistance of the Virgin, related a tale with
cxultation, which. must raise a blushe for the depravity of human
nature. . A number of French under Dupont, taken prisoners at
Baylen, were sent to this tdwn for seturity; but the inhabitants
fearing, or preteuding to fear, a conspiracy among them, rosc, aud
in cold blood massacred-the whole party, amounting to upwards of
ughty men. No epquiry was,made respecting the conspiracy pic-
ywualp, tg the massacre,” nor has any subsequent investigation of the

cnnduct of those who perpetreted the decd been attempted.  That
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cighty unarmed men should project an insurrcetion in a town con-
taining five or six thousand inhabitants, in the heart of an cnemy’s
couniry whence t]wy could have no lmpc of vsv:l])ing, s 100 imprn-
bable to he readily believed yet on this wretehed pretence were
.

these unhappy vigtims sacrificed, by the indolent wretches whom 1
at this moment see loitering in the market place in a state of the
most despicable apathy ;- a set of beings wo idle to labour, but who,
when their vengeful passions are roused, are capable of the most
horrible deeds of cruclty.

The Parroquia, or parish church, is a very handsome building,
cqual in size to most of our cathedrals, and much more splendidly
adorned 1 it is abundantly supplied with the most costly, and even
clegant furniture ; and the precious metals are profusely displayed in
its Images, lamps, and candlesticks. It contains some fine statues
by Alonzo Cand, the most distinguished of the Spanish sculptors.
A ~irgim and child, the work of this artist, placed over the principal
altar, together with*thesstatues of St. Peter and St Paul, are very
well exeeuted @ their celebrity was so considerable that several Flemish
artists visited this place, solely tor the purpose of improving themsclves
from the study of «vwh excellent wodels.  There are likewise in this
church some very fine paintings representing the Nativity, the Epi-
phany, the / scension, St. John the Bu.l)tist, and St. John the Evane
gelist: which are also attributed to Alonzo Cano, who not only
excelled his cotemporaries in seylptare, but qualled most of them
m painting and aschitecture; it s, bowever., denied by Don Juan
Auvgustin de Bermudez, that these pict.urcs are his production, for he
asserts that they are painted by one of his pupils, named Pable

U .



50 LETTERS FROM SPAIN.

Legot.  As T shall frequently have occasion to mention the works of
this celebrated master, and as he is scarcely known in England, vou
may possibly wish to have a sketeh of has Tife : which T shall extract
from the work of Bermudez, who has published the hest account of
the different Spanish artists. .

Alonzo Cano was born at Granada m the year 1601 : his father
was an architeet of some celebrity, and instructed him in the rudi-
ments of his art in that city. From Granada the family removed to
Seville, where he stadied painting under Francisco Pacheco, and af-
terwards under Juan de Casullo. He acquired a knowledge of sculp-
ture under Juan Martinez Montanes ; but were we to judge from his
works, which are distinguished by their simplicity, excellent taste,
and grandeur of form, we should attribute his progress rather to his
diligently studying the specimens of Grecian sculpture which the
palace of the Duke of Alcali afforded him, than to any assistance he
could derive from cotemporary artists. '

The best of his carly works are found in<Seville, and consist of
three paintings in the College of 5t. Alberto, aud two in the Monas-
tery of St. Paul; the architecture, sculpture, and paintings of whicl:
institutions were all exccuted by this astist beforg he had attained his
thirticth year.  He fled from Seville in consequence of a duel, and
repaired to Madrid, where le met with lis fellow student Velas-
quez, who recommended him to the protection and patronage of the
Duke de Olivares, thwough whose influence he obtained an employ-
ment upon the roval establishppent, as designer and director of seve-
ral public works : nor were his talents as a painter unemployed, for

at this period he painted many of those pictures which are scattered
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over different parts of the kingdom ; he also erected a triumphal
arch at the gate of Guadalaxara, in Madrid, to commemorate the
warriage of the King with the Archdutchess Mary of Austria.

Cano removed to Toledo in 1643 5 and, upon suspicion of having
aused the deatlh of his wife, was confined in the prison of the Inqui-
sition, and suffered torture before that tribunal ; but no confession
heing extorted from him he was liberated, and, resuning his profes-
sion, enriched the cathedral of that city with his works.  Between
this period and 1650-he painted in Valencia, and at the monastery
of the Carthusians at Porta-celi, whence he returned to h* native
city, and was appointed a prebend in the cathedral of that place.
This dignity was bestowed upon him more with a view of employing
his talents as an artist, than from the expectation of his performing
any religious dyties; and he was, in consequence, allowed one year
betore he entered into holy ofders; this time, at the expiration of
the first period, was cxtcndcd to a sccond year, when teeling no incli-
nation for sacred dutles, and refusing to be ordained, the cabildo
applied to the king, and his stall was declared vacant.

. Cano, deprived of his benetice, repaired to court to make known
his complaints ; but'ﬁuding h:‘ could obtain no redress without under-
going the ceremony of ordi.uation, he was indaced by the Bishop of
Salamanca, who esteemed his talents more than his picty, to enter
privately into deacons orders; the bishop then exerted his influence,

.
and obtained the restitution of *his henefice in Granada, with the
profits which had “accumulated duringhis suspcn.nsion. He continued

m that city till his death, in 1667, and enrichied the cathedral, and
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other churches with his productions in painting and sculpturc.~
This artist literally appears to have felt ¢ the ruling passion strong
in death ;” for when the priest who attended him presented the cru-
cifix, he turned lus eyes awav, and refused to Jook at it hecaunse the
sculpture was so badly exceuted ; but asked for a p].uin cross, which
being brought to him, he devoutly cl%bmcod it and expired.

Alonzo Cano was one of the best pﬂaintcrs ever educated in Spain,
and was still more ceichrated as a sculptor; though the former ap-
pears to have been his favourite art, he mor reminently excelled in
the latter, which he seemed to regard as a relaxation from the se-
verer study of his principal pursuit.  He appears, with all his faults,
to have been humane and charitable ; for it is related, that when he
had no money, he would give his sketches and paintings to the poor
to relieve their necessities. 1 hope vou will not be, tired with this
digression on th.c biography of so cclebrated a man. His name
you probably have never before heard; l)ut‘ m Spain he has great
celebrity, and 1 thought I could not better occupy the solitude of an
obscure posada than by compressing into a letter ‘some observations
respecting an artist, from the sight o‘f whose labours, in different
parts of Spain, I expect to receive considerable g}ratiﬁcution.

During the wars between, Julius Cwsar and the Pompeys, this
town was the head quarters of the army of the latter, and is remark-
able from having been the place whence three Roman knights,
A. Bebius, C. Flavnus and A. Trebellius, deserted to join the stand-
ard of Caesar. All the cav.xlr)/m the place had determmed to revolt
from the party of the Pompeys, and follow the fortunes of their
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more skilful adversary ; but being discovered by a slave who was
entrusted with the sceret, they were all seized except those three,
who arrjved in safety at the camp of Ceesar, a short time before the
decisive battle of Munda,. which terminated the civil wars of the

Romans in Spaixf.
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LETTER IX.

MARESMA ~— PELLON — ENTRANCE TO SEVILLE — RELIGIOUS PROCESSION —
INN—IRISIT HOSPITALITY—MARAUIS WELLESLEY'S RECEPTION—CONSPIRACY

AGAINST THE JUNTA—MISCQNDUCT OF THE JUNTA—POLITICAL FEELINGS.

SEVILLE, SEPT. 1809.

The country in the mmmediate vicinity of Lebrixa is very
rich, abounding in olives, vines, and corn: and for several miles we
experienced a pleasing variety of gently swelling hills, till we entered
on the extensive marshes called the Maresma, which are only pass-
able in dry weather; one day’s rain making such an impression on
its rich soil that, no carriage, nor scarcely a horse can proceed with-
out going many leagues about by the Camino Real, through Utrera
and Alcald. The Maresma is the most extensive track of rich pas-
ture I ever beheld @ it extends, in the direction we crossed 1t, almost
to Seville, a distance of cight computed Spanish leagues, cach of
which amounts at least to four EnglisL Miles. * The continuance of
dry weather has parched the carth and left bat little appearance of
vegetation, but from the deep cracks, oceasioned by the heat, it 1s
evidently a rich alluvial soil of very considerable depthi : the eye is
tired by the extent of the horizon, aud no ohject interposes to diversity
the scene except the herds of cattle, and troops of horses which teed,
or rather starve, at this scason on a soil which at other times is the

most luxuriant known in Spuin. The river Guadalquivier ruus througlx
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the plain, and in winter overflows its banks, so as to inundate the
whole country to the very foot of the mountains.

On this plain we found one wretched venta, a single house, with-
out a nefehbour within ten miles: the accommodations were as
miscrable as the gituation was solitary; the house was too filthy
within to be endured, and we ate the provisions, we brought with us,
in the open air under the shade of the house, from which no species
of refreshment could be procured except bad water for ourselves,
and barley with chopped straw for the mules.  After dinner we left
Pellon, and continued ‘our journey towards this city; as we ap-
proached it, the appearance of cultivation encreased ; several exten-
sive melon gardens gave variety to the prospect, and afforded us a
most grateful repast after the dusty roads, and excessive heat we had
endured.

We reached Seville after sun set, but, it being a bright moonlight
evening, the public walks and buildings, at the entrance of the town,
had a fine cH"e;'t; wo passed one of the walks by the side of the
river, *and entering by several narrow streets into one of the squares,
met a religious prbccssion, which obliged us to stop till it had
passed us. It consisted of a nymber of friars chanting psalms, pre-
ceded by men with large glass Junthorns fixed on staves, about cight
feet high.  To these succeeded a priest, bearing a banner, with either
a crucifixion, or the virgin painted on it, and the singers, attended
by the rabble, closed the whole.  To me it had a ludicrous appear-
ance, but the peoplg stood silent "and uncovered till it had passed,
and the inhabitants of the houses brought Lights to the balconies, in

compliment to the Rosary, as it is called.
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We drove to the Posada de Sol, where we were not a little dis-
gusted with the filthy appearance of the house, and the brutal man-
ners of the host: he first hesitated to receive us, and, after running
over a long list of Marquiscs, Counts, and Mcmbers of the Junta, who
either were in his house, or expeeted to arrive the next day, he refused
to adinit us; which eventually proved d most fortunate circumstance,
for having a letter of introduction to a Mr. Wiseman, an Irish mer-
chant long established in this eity, 1 called on him to request his
assistance in relieving us from our embarrassing sitnation : instead of
recommending me to another 1, he offered me accommodations in
his own house, and procured an apartment for Mr. Ridout, till we
could meet with convenient Jodgings.  In this friendly mansion we
met with genuine hospitality, and were introduced to an agreeable
socicly, partly consisting of several English gentlemen of Marquis
Wellesley's family. ‘

The d.x) after my arrival I w .utcd on our Amlnqqador, who re-
ceived me with dignified, but not distant politeress : lns conversation
discovered an accurate knowledge, and comprehensive view of the
state of Spain, while his liberal conduct, and uniform attention to-his
countrymen, must ensure him their reapect and esteem.  The arrival
of this celebrated nobleman in Seville produced an extraordinary sen-
sation, a sensation certainly ncither prepared, nor fostered by the
body to whom he was sent, whose narrow souls were jealous of lis
character, and apprehensive lest l.lis powerful talents should detect,
and expose their cqntracted policy and futile prgjects.  All the re-
spectable inhabitants of the city, among whom were many of those

men whose information, patriotism, and energetic minds, had planned
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and cffected the first revolution, became the leaders on this occasion
also, and conducted the triumphal entry of the British Minister. Se-
ville was emptied of its population, and the expecting crowds patiently
endurul,owithnut the city, the heat of the sun, the privation of their
meals, and of their siesta, and tranquilly waited from morning till
dusk, to welcome the approach of a man whose high rank and dis-
tinguished capacity, were considered as pledges of the generous and
disinterested intentions of the Monarch he represented.

The shouts of tllc. people, and the acclamations of the mul-
titude, were genuine and uncquivocal demonstrations of the strong
feelings of the nation; but the conduct of their rulers discovered
merely that routine of compliments which the hollow intrigues
of a court may teach, but which he, who had ruled such courts
in India, knew in what manner to appreciate. The welcome of
Lord Wellesley at Cadiz had verhaps been increased by the news
of his brother’s victory at Talavera; and certainly one cause of his
Lordship’s enthusiastic reception in that city may be attributed to
that fortunate occurrence ; but at Seville all was pure, unmixed joy
for* the arrival of a man whose nation was venerated, whose cha-
racter had preceded bim, and o whose high qualities they looked up
for deliverance from the government of a body of men fortuitously
raised to the unlimited exerclse of the exccutive and legislative power

.

of a great nation.

It reports, which I have very good reason*to believe. be true,
his Lordship has been placed in difliculties which have required all
his sagacity, and all his address to surmount. It is affirmed that the
leaders of Seville, who were the first movers in the opposition to

1
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France, disgusted with the Junta, and despairing of its conducting
the defence of the country with the requisite skill and energy, had
formed a plan for its overthrow. had communicated it to such patri-
otic citizens as could gi\'e\ a right impulse and direction to the popu-
lar mind, had gained over several regiments, and even the guards of
the Junta, to their party, and had actually prepared a vessel to
transport the different members to Manilla, as soon as the conspiracy
should have broken forth ; every thing was in readiness, and the whole
plan was so admirably arranged that success appeared certain; when
some of the chiefsintimated, in their sceretcouncils, the necessity of con-
sulting the English Minister ; they represented to their coadjutors that,
his Lordship, his nation, and his Master were too much attached to
the liberty of Spuin not to aid their patriotic designs ; that to omit
consulting the representative of such an ally, was to suspect the good
faith, and insult the integrity of their best friends ; that, if successful,
England, always venerating freedom, would be more firmly united
to Spain than before; and that success itsclf; iff obtained without the
participation of England, would cause many in Spain to doubt if
she approved the proceeding: and that, at any rate, conccalment
would discover a want of confidence, either i the justice of their
cause or in the generosity of their ally.

Influenced by these suggqstions, it was resolved that the plan
should be communicated to his Lordship. 'When it was made
known to him, hisesituation must have been truly embarrassing ;
with his conviction of the incapacity, not to say treachery of
the Junta, with the persuasion that all its efforts tended to check

the animated feclings of the country, he must have wished success
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to the conspirators; yet with this Junta, bad as he might think
it, he was commissioned by his Sovereign to communicate, and
most assuredly was not sent to effect a revolution that would over-
throw its power. To have favoured the L;onspiracy m private, and
have acted towands the Junta as if he were ignorant of the plot,
would have been practising an artifice unworthy of his character; he
thercfore revealed the danger that impended, and after obtaining a
promise of oblivion for all those concerned, he named the different
regiments which had been gained over by the patriots. Though the
Junta affected to pay little attention to his communication, and
scarcely thanked him for the information he had furnished, each of
the above regiments was immediately commanded to join the army,
and precisely in the order which his Lordship bad pointed out ; yet,
when the subject was afterwards discussed, it was intimated to him
that they were sent to the froptiers, not in consequeuce of his in-
formation, but from arrangenients previously made.

The scarcity of provisions, both in the British and Spanish army,
is an evil of incglculable magnitude; to this may be attributed
principally the loss of the sick of Lord Wellington’s army, after
the battle. of Talavera.  Tosthe redress of this evil the Marquis
directed all his attention: he formed a plan similar to that which
had been successfully employed in Intdia ; he communicated it to
the Junta, and carnestly pressed its adoption. To his repeated
instances, no answer could be ?btaincd but the common Spanish
expressions of delay, ““ veremos” or ¢ mananyg,” by which tley
always stifle every attempt at activity in council or action. The pre-
sumption of these men is equz.ll to thei!' indolence and indecision

they have lately, without concert, without means, aud without en-
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couragement from any experienced officer, ordered the army of La
Mancha to march to Madrid, and with so little secreey, that the
enemy became acquainted with their plan almost as early as them-
sclves. 1 must however cease my censure upon the Junta: I in-
tended merely to have said of Lord Wellesley, thaty to which I con-
ceive him entitled ; and I have been insensibly led to dwell on the
demerits of the ruling power in Spain.

The best informed people here think that a revolution in the
government 1s absolutely necessary to save th'c country. A change
which, by concentrating the feelings of the people, and directing
them properly, without the cumbrous load of forms now existing,
would do more to bafle the enemy than any cffort which the present
body are likely to devise.  That the feclings of the people are right,
no one doubts; and it is a fortunate circumstance in the present
crisis, that, that part of the clergy which has the greatest influence
on the bulk of the people comeides with it, or rather contributes to
lead it right. No priest of any deseription, under the rank of a
bishop, is even suspected of a disposition favourable to France : the
hatred towards Buonaparte s indeed kept abve Ly the dergy, :tud
such is their zcal, that I believe to oppmise him eff ctually, they would

sacrifice even their benefices.
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LETTER X.

MEMRERS OF THE BOVERNMENT — GARAY—MARQUIS DE VILLEL— COUNT
TILLI — DON VINCENTE HORE — REQUELME — CAROQ — CALVO——CORNEL ~—-
JOVELLANOS =S A DG = COUNT ALTAMIRA—CAUSES OF TIIE CHOICE OF
MEMBERS—POWERS OF till. MEMBERS FROM VALENCIA—CAUSE OF ERRORS

IN SPANISH FOLITIC: — EVILS OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM.

SEVILLE, OCT. 1809.

I rear my fast . tter so strongly condemned the conduet of
the Junta, that you will suspect I am influenced by motives of per-
sonal dislike ; on the contrary, so far as civility and attention are to
be considered, 1 fiave every reason to be satisfied with the behaviour
of that hody, with the individuals of which, Tam pretty generally ac-
quainted.  Garay, tlic sceretary of state, scems a man of plain good
sense, i wont tinessc, and tolerably assiduous in business; he is

~% accessble, and as his cabinet s in the apartment adjoining to
et kel ScanorasGaray Ldls e evening parties, persons, who
com (o bt e pablic business o the eveninyy, are amused by con-
versing with the ladh < udl their turn for admission to the minister
arrive. At Senora Ganay's eveinng party, called the Tertulla, there
is generally some good company, aith a considerable mixture of vul-
gar looking men, dyees inboots and shabby miktary uniforms, and
smoaking segar.  'Tic fudies as well as Garay are fugitives from

Madrid, who following their hushands, und fathers, have assembled at
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Seville. Though among this party evident marks of departed gran-
deur are visible, no repining is heard ; they bear their situation with
resignation, and only vent their feelings in execrating the French.
The apartments occupied by Garay, are in the Alcazar, or antient
palace, and are literally destitute of all furniture except a great num-
ber of common chairs, with rush hottoms, and one small table on
which the lights are placed. The walls have some few arabesque
ornaments and inscriptions. The floors are of brick; and the only
part that looks respectable is a door covered with crimson damask,
which was put up when the late King Charles the Fourth occupied
these apartments.

The Marquis de Villel, another member of the Junta, whom 1
have frequently visited, was for a short time governor of Cadiz, but
rendered himsclf so obnoxious that he was foreed to abscond ; he in-
terfered with too many of the voluptuous pleasures of that city,
and having attempted to lengthen the petticoats of the actresscs,
and cover the necks of some of the ladies of rank, he became so
generally odious that he could remain there no longer. His stu-
pidity, his frivolous turn of mind, and his ignorance, unfit him for
any office requiring mental exertion, 4nd yet, it is said, that he has
considerable weight in the Junta.

Count Tilli, one of the ﬂ‘prcscntati'\‘m from Seville, was known
there only from his ill-gotten wealth, and his generally profligate cha-
racter; he was, hotvever, an active member of the first Junta of
Seville, and is supposed by his influence withe the mob, to have
caused the murder of the amiable Count Aguilar, onc of the victims

of popular feeling in this ¢itv.  When 1t was determined to create
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the Central Junta, for the superintendance of the general affairs of
the kingdom, by electing two members from cach provincial Junta,
Tilli, though one of the most worthless, was chosen hy the Junta
as the rei)rcscntative for Seville, mecrely, as it should seem, for the
purpose of getting rid of him. Padre Gill, an ccclesiastic of worth,
of patriotism, and of cloquence, had becn one of the most energetic
opposers of the French ; he saw through the selfish views and bloody
schemes of Tilli, loathed his associat‘ion, and conceiving that, after
the formation of the Central Junta, that of Seville would still retain
its influence and its power, and that its proceedings would be more
respectable without the presence of Tilli, and knowing that the in-
fluence which his wealth gave him over the populace of Seville
would make his removal difficult, if not impossible, in any other way,
he promoted his nomination as a deputy to the Central Junta; and
thus, while Sevifle was rid of him, he thought but little of the mis-
chief he migllt:. do when made‘a part of a higher body, which, what-
ever may have been the- design of those who clected it, was sure
to bécome the depositary of all the power, both legislative and
executive. .

The other deputy,from Seville, Don Vincente Hore, was chosen
for reasons similar to those which procured the election of Tilli: he
had been formerly a protegésof the Prihce of Peace, and had filled
the office of pander to the lusts of that minister.  When the revolu-
tion broke out, he wus warned by the fate of the unfortunate Count
Aguilar and became a furious patriot. Padre Gill, and the other
patriots, blushed at such an associate, and, to remove the disgrace
from their body, sent him as a vocal to the Central Junta.
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1 am afraid 1 should only create disgust were I to dwell on other
characters among the vocals, as they are designated. I shall, there-
fore, pass over Riquelme, Caro, Calvo, Cornel, and others, to enter
upon a more grateful subject, and give some account of J ovellanos.
He is now an old man, but his life has been spent in the exercise of
virtue, in the cultivation of his mind, and in devising practical plans
for ameliorating the condition of his country ; he has learnt, by suffer-
ing a long and unmerited imprisonment, to raise himself above misfor-
tune, and to prefer the good of his fellow-creatures to those gratifica-
tions and indulgences which his subsequent clevation might have in-
sured. He laboured diligently, during his exile in Majorca, to point
out the evils which oppressed the agriculture of Spain, and prepared
himself for legislation, by contemplating the sufferings which the old
laws of entail, and mortmain, had inflicted on the nation. At the first
assembling of the Junta, it is said.that Count Florida Blanca, who
had been minister of Spain under the antient regimen, gave more
importance to the rank of the grandecs, aml even to the vicious part
of the antient forms and institutions, than was compatible with the
more correct, practical, and simple views of Jovellanos 5 that tliese
two men formed the central points round which the other members
rallied, and that the majority, not being men of enlurged minds,
coincided with the opinions of Florida Blanca more, than with those
of Jovellunos.  This adherence to the opinions of the former ocea-
sioned the appointment of Count Altamira to the vresidency of the
Junta, and the retention of a cumbrous load of forms and ceremonies,
only tending to cramp the exertions which Spain is now called upon

to make. In private, Jovellunos is frugal and simple in his manners,
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beloved by his friends, and esteemed b}" all who know him; he is
even now a diligent student, and has acquired a knowledge of the
best writers in the Greek language superior to that of any man in
Spain. )
Saavedra, the minister of finance, and a native of this city, though
of an advanced age, discharges the duties of his office with integrity ;
but it is supposed that his faculties have been much injured by an
attempt to destroy him by poison, administered at the instigation of
the Prince of Peace. It has injured his health, and his memory, but
he still retains his benevolent dispositions, and his patriotic abhorrence
of the French. His house, the domestic arrangements of his family,
and the whole economy of his establishment, more resemble those of
a well regulated family in Ingland, than is generally seen in this
country. His daughters, though not destitute of accomplishments,
have been taught io set an unusually high value on the cultivation
of their minds, and they are the best informed women I have met
with in Spain. ' ..

The Count Altafnira, as president of the Junta, ought, from his
rank perhaps, to have been first noticed. I have only seen him in
the public streets. He has the ghysiognomy of a haboon, and is said
to possess little more intellect than that mimic of man. He is es-
corted to the Alcazar by a party of the herse guards, in a chariot of a
most despicable appearance, drawn by two mules, while the populace
snecringly call him the King of Seville. R

Tl‘lc sittings of tl.liS assembly are from ten till t!n‘ec in the morn-
ing, and in the evening from cight till eleven : every thing is secretly
conducted, but it is known that, the mecting is divided into com--

K
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mittees, which attend to the different branches of the administration,
and report to the whole body the result of their separate labours.
They meet in a most beautiful saloon within the Alcazar, and are
always in full dress, with swords. The election of thesec men, in
most instances, was the ;'esult of accident, and thgse who chose them
never delegated.the powcrs they have since assumed, nor seemed to
suppose that such powers were necessary.

. It appears that Spain was virtually governed, at the commence-
ment of the revolution, by numerous provincial Juntas, formed, on
the spur of the occasion, without any other election than popular opi-
nion ; and the whole kingdom became a number of independent, in-
stead of federal republics. The necessity for union, and the more en-
larged views of the British: Government, which could not treat with
these insulated bedies, made a central government indispensably ne-
cessary. It was difficult to recencile the interests of different provins-
ces, and to conquer the jealousies mutually entertained; it was not
to be expected that these provincial juntas, each excreising within
its district the full power of sovercignty, and held together merely
by the name of Ferdinand, could be brought to I:e]inquish the autho-
rity they had exercised, and exercised with energy, and quietly resign
it into the hands of another set of men, to whom they were entire
strangers, and of whose views they were doubtful. Concciving that
by the election they delegated very little power, they became less
careful in their choice, and, as in the instance of Count Tilli, and
Don Vincente Hore, even selected some, from mistaken notlons,
whose characters aud talents rendered them, of all others, the most
unfit for the trust.
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1 have, now before me, the instructions from the province of Va-
lencia, the most enlightened in Spain, to its deputies, which will
shew what the views of that province were, when those deputies
were chosen. I shall only translate such passages as manifest how
very limited their jdeas were of the power they delegated.

«“The powers of the Central Junta are limited to understanding
and deciding every thing which relates to high government, such as
peace or war, the direction of the armies, the government of Ame-
rica, and the nomination of diplomatic agents, and ministers.” -

46 The Provincial Junta will continue permanent, with the supreme
authority of its kingdom ; and the deputies at the Central Junta will
depend on it, so as to labour and explain according to the advice given
to them, always being subject and obedient, maintaining correspond-
ence with them, and possessing no power to differ from the opinions
of their constituerits.” )

“The term of the duratioh of the deputies shall be one year,
with the capacfty of re-¢lection ; but the provincial Junta retains the
power to dismiss them whenever it shall be found convenient.”

«¢¢ In matters of g'rcat importance, which do not require prompt
decision, such as treaties of peace, declarations of war, and esta-
blishment of imposts, they must wait for the previous decision and
vote of the provincial Junta before they resolve.”

¢¢ Each provincial Junta shall attend to the collection of its reve-
nues, and to the satisfying its respective obligations, so that the
army, the navy, and, all classes are to receive their pay fyom the hands
of the provinces, and not from the Central Junta, without making,
as heretofore, a common mass of all the funds.”
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¢¢ The Central Junta shall be employed in regulating the consti-
tution of the kingdom, in reforming the civil and criminal codes, the
revenues, &c. but it must communicate to the provincial Juntas its
ideas on each subject, and adopt those resolutions which shall be
approved by the majority of them.”

¢« When the Central Junta grants a pension to any person, it
must consult beforehand with the provincial Junta that is to pay it,
and it will be its duty to resolve on it.”

¢ The provincial Juntas, besides the other matters pointed out,
will undertake to reform the economical and P()llthdl system of their
several districts, and will, for the information of the Central Junta,
make known to it their regulations : they will confer all civil and ec-
clesiastical offices, giving notice to the Central Junta, which is to
confirm their appointments: and the courts of justice shall pro-
test against all infractions of their laws.” y

I have reason to believe, that all the other deputies were fettered
in a manner similar with those from Valencia ; «but, having released
themselves from their originally narrow restrictions, it is very" diffi-
cult to obtain any information respecting them. .

Men thus brought togethey, to administer the affairs of a great
country in the hour of alarm and confusion, though possessed of the
greatest talents, patriotism; and experience, could have done no-
thing without consulting their constituents, and, before. this could
have been effected; the enemy would have driven them from their
place of assembly. I am, therefc;re, far from blaming the Junta for
assuming the power, and using the name of Ferdinand, to sanction
and give authority to its proceedings; but it has appeared to me
proper to point out the cause of the election of such men as now
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enjoy the supreme power. It is still difficult to explaia how it came
to pass, that men who had displayed such activity and energy, at the
commencement of this important struggle, should have been found
so deficient in judgment and foresight, as to be mnegligent in the
choice of those to whom they delegated their power.

The public mind, never having been turned to political subjects,
extreme ignorance upon these topics has been the natural conse-
quence, and their best wrigers have never ventured ta discuss matters
rclating to the extent, or limits of power necessary for the functions
of government ; but have generally confined themselves to politieal
cconomy, as adapted to the actual state of Spain, at the period in
which they wrote. Those persons, who had paid any attention ta
political subjects, had borrowed the ideas of Montesquieu, who cer-
tainly impressed his readers with jealous fears of the danger of unli-
mited power; which, however calculated for the tranquil times of
Europe in which he lived, are'ill-adapted for the present day.

In all m}; conversations with the Spamards, who clamour for
the convocation of the Cortes, I have felt a persuasion that they
are not looking at t'he proper means of salvation ; that an execu-
tive, not a legislative power, is what the preseat state of their
country demands; that a dictator, not a senate, is the great desi-
deratum. Whatever the state of this government may be hereafter,
nothing can be worse than it is at present, and no change can injure
the people, except I'rench subjugation, an evil which, I believe, will
never befall them, in spite of all their blunders and consummate in-
dolence. The present system unites the evils of the three forms into

which governments are usually divided, without possessing the ad-
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vantages of either, and in one desolating view, presents the debility
of a worn-out despotism, without its secrecy or its union ; the inso-
lence and intrigues of an aristocracy, without its wisdom or refine-
ment ; and the faction and indecision of a democracy, without the
animated energy of popular feeling. Hence all is doubtful, waver-
ing, and indecisive, the resolutions of one day contradicting those of
the preceding, and the labours of one section interfering with those of
another, in a manner that produces universal confusion.

I shall dismiss this subject with observing, that the members
are paid an annual salary of 4000 dollars; without which, many of
them, whose estates are situated in parts of the country occupied by
the French, and from which they can draw no revenues, would be
anable to subsist, even with all their parsimonious economy.
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LETTER XIL

GENERAL APPEARANCE OF THE CITY —— STREETS —~ HOUSES —~WALKS - PUBLIC
BUILDINGS—FABRICA DE TOBACO——-SNU,FF——’ST. ELMO—BAD NAVAL EDUCA-
TION — IGNORANCE OF PROFESSORS — AQUEDUCT —— CANNON FOUNDRY =~
COPPER MINES OF RIO TINT(;:——WALLS AND GATES.

SEVILLE, ocT. 1809.

|| BELIEVE, in my former letters, I wrote so fully on the
politics of this country, that it is time to quit that subject and enter
upon others, in which perhaps you will feel greater interest. The ap-
pearance of this city is very different from any that I have seen ; cach
housc occupies a large space of ground, and all have an open court
within them called the Ratio; in the centre of this space there is usu-
ally 4 fountain of cool water, occasionally surrounded with orange trees,
amd other evergreen's. The streets are extremely narrow ; very few
are wide enough to allow two carriages to pass, in many there is not
sufficient room even to admit a single carriage, and the marks of the
wheels are frequently visible.on the walls of the houses. Several of
the streets indeed are so very narrow, that I have touched the oppo-
site walls at the same time. The houses being, lofty the sun never
penetrates to the bottom of these strects, and they have, on the
hottest day, almost the coolness of our cellars. The pavement in

general is bad, and thexe is not, even in the widest streets, any foot-
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path for passengers, which however is of little consequence where there
are very few carts or coaches. There arc not many squares, nor open
places in the city, but the environs have some beautiful public walks,
one of them, by the sid¢ of the river Guadalquivir, is usixal]y fre-
quented by the principal inhabitants of the city. There are besides,
two other very delightful walks, but as their situation is remote
from the residence of the higher class, they are not places of much
resort, though the municipality keeps them in excellent repair.
Several of the public places are adorned with fountains, but as the
water they contain is scldom cool, stalls arc erected in various parts
of the city for the sale of that neccssary article, previously filtered
through jars of porous carth.

If there be little to acdmire in the streets generally, the public
buildings are objcets deserving the highest admiration. The Spani-
ards have always possessed considerzble skill in architecture ; and, as
I have viewed the buildings of this city with great pleasure, I shall
attempt a description of some of the most remarkable.

I shall begin with noticing a public building, which though of
modern date partakes somewhat of the style which prevailed in Spain
during the time of Charles the Fifth: it was erected for the pur-
pose of carrying on the manufacture of tobacco, which being an ar-
ticle subject to heavy taxation has becotne a royal monopoly, so that
no tobaceo, nor snuff is permitted to be sold, in this part of Spain,
which does not belong to the crown. This edifice is very large, is
su;roundcd with a ditch, and has an handsome entrance from la Calle
Nucva, the neatest strect in Seville, of which the front of this build-

ing forms one side. It is two hundred yards in length, and an hun-
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dred and five in breadth, and its aﬁmoe"’}g%\res an idea of strength
and solidity. I went through the. m*&ﬁovnf ity consmtmg of twenty-
eight courts, round which the rooms for. ﬂle d!ﬁ'ereht branches of the
manufactory are arranged. It contains upwards of an hundred mills for
grinding the snuff, which are turned by horses ‘dnd mules, while some
hundreds of men -and boys.ate;employed in rolling leaf tobacco into
segars ; but at present, 'eithen:froti the diminished‘f’cdnsumpﬁon' or
the contraband trade from-Gibralter, there is not one-eiéﬁth’ part
of either the mills,.or the apartments for other branches of the ma-
nufactory employed. 5 '

The snuffs made here are-of various kmds The rappee is'a bad
imitation of the French snuff of that name; but that which is most
esteemed is mixed with an earth from Almazarron, between Lorca
and Carthagena, called Almagre, a species of ochre ; it is mixed with
the tobacco in a'damp state, and gives it the colour, as well as that
pungency and flavour, which’are so much admired. By calculating
the quantity of snuff manufactured and ready for delivery, I found
it would produce when sold about two millions of dollars, but this is
calculating it at th(; price at which it is delivered here, which is about
ten times as much ag it costs the government, unless the expences of
the establishient are, as I suspect them to be, most extravagantly
high : indeed I learnt, thatethough thé number of labourers was re-
duced to one-fifth of the usual establishment, yet, that, that of the
officers, whose salaries are considerable, is the saipe as when the con-
sumption and consgquently the revenues were mych greater. I was
greatly struck with the rigorous examination the labourers underwent
on their leaving the fabrica : they were almost stripped naked, and



74 _‘ LETTERS FROMSPAIN.

examined as closcly asif they had been working in a diamond mine ;
and yet, iu spite of all, these precautions, I was informed that they
contrived to secrete, consiciemhle quantities,

I went fr@%ﬁthe Fabrica de Tobaco to see St. Elimo, a naval in-
stitution founded by Ferdinand Columbus, son of sthe discoverer of
America, in the year 1526, but the building was not finished till
several years after. Its extent and beauty are very considerable, as
46 was erected at a period when the architecture of Spain was at its
Ileight. The objects of this institution are most miserably neglected :
it was originally designed for one hundred and fifty youths, but the
number at prescut amounts to no mo'reﬂthan, seventy ; they are di-
vided into four classes, in one of which merely reading and writing
are taught; the other three are designed for the different branches of
mathematies : some pretensions are also made to teach geography,
algebra, geometry, and trigonometry; but, having neither books,
nor instruments, nor professors possessing any knowledge, their pro-
gress, I fear, is very trifling. The principal employment of the elder
boys consists in copying from charts on Mercator’s Projection; but
their copies were fac-similes of those from which they were taken,
and, as they have no Gunter’s scale, nor any.other scale of lines,
sines, rhumbs, and tangents, they are incapable of constructing
charts ou a scale different from those kefore them. The name of
algebra is, indeed, upon the list of studies, but the professor did not
affect to understand, it, and, on every subject connected with nauti-
cal science, displayed little more k'nowledge than most of the mas-
ters of our coasting merchant ships; he had heard of ascertaining

the situation of a ship by lanar and stellar observations, and by two
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altitudes of the sun; but understood nieither the practice nor the
principles, nor even the mode of calculating azimuths and ampli-
tudes ! After seeing this institution,: the mperi’orlty of British
navigators is no longer surprising. In our schools for naval
education, such d4s Christ’s Hospital, Greenwich School, and espe-
cially the Academy at Portsmouth, every facility is afforded to
the pupils, which instruments;-boeks;.and tutors camr: bestow ;
and it is the boast of science, that some of the bravest officers,
that ever conducted Britislr seamen to victory, have been the
best practical mathematicians and astronomers of their age. But
to return from this digression : the library is very deficient
in books ; with the exception of the French Encyclopeedia, and a
few works on astronomy in the same language, there are none
adapted to a naval institution.. The religious part of the establish-
ment is, as usual, not neglected ; a handsome church, with some
tolerable pictl‘ires, rich plate, and a good house for the spiritual
tutor, seem to have had more attention bestowed upon them than
any other department. The expences of this institution are de-
freyed by a small tonnage duty wpon every ship that sails to
Ancrica.

The aqueduct which supplies the city with water terminates at
the gate leading to Madrid 3 it is called Los Canos de Carmona, not
because the water is conveyed from that city, but because the name
of this gate is Puerto de Carmona. It has been,a matter of dispute,
whether this be a Roman, or Moorish work, to me it appears a mix-
ture of both; it was probably constructed originally by the former,
aud afterwards, as the work decayed, repaired by the latter. The
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arches are of different caonstruction, some resembling the Roman,
others the Moorish 3 which last approach nearer to the form of a
horse-shoe, and *term'inafé,. within the perpendicular ‘that supports
them. Thewa&r is conveyed from a hill, where it rises, near the
town of Alcal4, about eight miles from the eity. Tht aqueduct stands
on arches twelve feet in diameter, and is supported by pillars nearly
thirty feet high, in the part which I.examined; bt these necessarily
“vary in height according to the level of the ground over which the
uqueduct is carried. The water is condacted in an open canal on the
top of the arches, and forms a constant stream three feet wide and
two feet deep, and is esteemed excellent; a part is received into a
large reservair near the gate, and the remainder is conveyed by pipes
to the Alcazar, the public fountains, and the houses of private indi-
viduals. It is obvious that the Romans, as well as the Moors, were
acquainted with the method of taking the levels necessary for con-
ducﬁng water to their cities, though they do not appeay ever to have
applied that knowledge in the construction of”canals, to transport
heavy productions from one part of a country to another. It is also
no less cvident that they were unacquainted with the fact, that
water in a tube or pipe will ascend to ks original level, or they would
have supplied their cities with water by means of pipes, in prefer-
ence to the far more expensive mode of conveying it by aqueducts.
The royal cannon foundery is a very fine building, where two
hundred men are*constantly employ'ed in casting and boring guns of
a large calibre. The shape and ornaments of the guns are very beau-
tiful, and they are turned and bored by the machinery used in Eng-
land for similar purposes. The greatest deficiency,- I observed, was
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the total want of machinery to fécilitate labour; neither the steam
engine, nor the water wheel has yet been introduced, and, conse-
quently, the labour of mules and of men is solely employed, even in
the heaviest operations. It is, however, the best’ arranged institu-
tion I have hitherto seen in Spain. The principal manager is Senor
+Vedal, a native of Catalonia, who politely attended us through the
building, and explained &very part with great minuteness. He is not
only a practical man, but understands chemistry and mineralogy ; he
is also well acquainted with the English, French, and Swedish writers
on thpse subjects, and speaks with rapture of the recent discoveries of
our countryman Davy, whose account of the new metals reached him
only a short time ago. I expressed some surprise at the great number
of brass guns, and remarked that the English used iron for battering
cannon, which were equally serviceable, and cost no more than one
fifth the expence'; he admitted.the fact, but observed that, as in
Spain all the copper mines paid a certain proportion of their produce
to the King, that, thit produce, which thus costs nothing, was used
for cannon, and sufficiently supplied the ex1g‘enc1es of the State. How
obvious must it appear, to any one of the least reﬂectlon, that, if
this copper were sold by the goVemment" and iron purchased, a con<
siderable saving would accrue ! but, as this might require some little
combination and arrangement, it is not’ likely to be adopted under
present circumstances. .
Senor Vedal has a small collection of minerglogical specimens.
The quly ones I had time to examine were those of copper from Rio
Tinto, the mine nearest to Seville, which is now worked by a com-

pany to considerable advantage ; about three hundred men are em-
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ployed in it, and the entrance being on the side of the mountain,
the ore is pmcured at a small expence. They have no occasion for
& steam-engine, having metwith no water in the mine. The veins
dip from noxfw south, are formed of quartose matter, in which
sulphuret of i &mﬂ is intermixed with sulphurets ahd other combina-
tions ‘of copper, and some specimens of muriate of copper have been
found. = It is generally believed that there d#re veins of silver under
the latter. - o

The walls of“-Sevillg are supposed to have been constructed by the
Romans, gnd the turrets are by the historians attributed to Julius
Czesar ; they are of little use in the present state of the art of war,
and the new facine batteries, lately erected, are not more serviceable:
ingeed the place is incapable of defence without an expence on the
fortifications which the position does not merit. Some of the gates
are very magnificent, especially that of Triana, which leads to the
bridge of boats over the Gaudalquivir. The gate of Xeres possesses
more simple grandeur, and over it is this inscription :

nngévi.ns 13(1; um’nmco ;

JULIO CESAR ME CERCO

DE MUROS, Y TORRES ALTAS }
Y EL REY SANTO ME GANG
CON GARCI PEREZ DE VARGAS.
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LETTER XII.

LA LONJA—AMERICAN PAPERS—JUAN DE HERRERA~—CASA MONEDA--ALCAZAR
—TIME OF ERECTION—INTERIOR—MOORISH GARDEN~——ANCIENT SCULPTURE
HOUSE OF DON JOSSE MARIA PEREZ—HIGH MASS——RELIGION=—PREACHING—

AURICULAR CONFESSION.

SEVILLE, OcT. 1809.

ONE of the buildings in Seville which displays the best
architectural taste is La Leonja, built originally at the expence of the
merchants, and designed for an exchange. It forms a square, and
cach front is two hundred feet in length, and being raised on steps,
has a magnificent appearance. * The staircase leading to the upper
rooms is superbly byiit of- coloured marble, about twenty-five feet in
breadth, with balustrades, supported by pillars of the same sub-
stauce : the ap'artments consist of three rooms in frgnit, each one hun-
dred and eighty feet long, and~four others, lightéd from the patio,
of smaller dimensions; the whole forms a grand building, and does
honour to the taste of the age in which it was erected.

The apartments are furnished with book-cascs, which contain all
the correspondence with America, from its first discovery to the pre-
sent time, arranged and neatly dociwted; and reference may be made
to any paper with great facility. The original letters of Cortez and

Pizarro are deposited in these cases, and will some day probably
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throw light on the history of that period. It is certain that the
Spanish historians have neglected to examine these valuable docu-
ments, and the writers of later date have contented themselves with
quoting Robertsen, whose book, with all its deficiencies, contains
more accurate i‘a},ievvs, and more extensive knowledge, of the affairs of
the Spaniards in America threc hundred years ago, than the work of
any author of their own nation.

La Lonja was completed in the year 1598 by Juan de Herrera,
one of the most celebrated architects in Spain. In early life he
visited Italy in a military capacity, and availed himself of that op-
portunity to study the various models of art w1~ whic! _hat country
abounds: he was an excellent mathematician, and applied his know-
ledge and taste to the study of architecture. After the death of Juan
Bautista de Toledo he was employed in completing the Escurial,
which established his fame, and occasioned his * being created a
knight of St. Iago, Quarter-master General of the Royal Palace, and
Superintendant of the Royal Mansions. 1 wished to make a sketch
of this building, and one of the Canons of the Cathedral introduced
me to the house of a lady opposite, where I had a good view of. it.
As I used the camera lucida, the astanishment of the gead Jady and
her domestics was not a little excited; and perhaps I might have been
taken for a magician if I had not been the friend of a priest, for
nothing could exceed their surprise when they saw the building be-
fore them reﬂected‘on the paper, reduced to a small compass, and
every part exact, .

The Casa Moneda, or mint, is at present very little used ; owing

to the scarcity of silver, few of the presses were at work, but enough
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were employed to shew the itﬁperfection of the machinery : the
presses are worked by manual labour, and the dyes are very bad:
the slowness of the work renders the coinage expensive even here,
where manual labour is comparatively cheap.

The Alcazar, ‘an ancient palace, is an object that naturally at-
tracts the attention of every one who visits Seville. It was ori-
ginally built by the Moors; but no infosmation of the date of its
commencement can be obtained. The greater part was constructed
by Peter the Cruel, betwecen the years 1353 and 1364, who ex-
actly copied the Arabian style of the ancient part of the edifice;
and the remainder was erected by Charles the Fifth. There is
one Arabic inscription, with the date of the Hegira, corresponding
to the year 1181 of the Christian cra; and the name of the archi-
tect who built, and of the king under whom it was crected, arc in
the same place. The latter is «alled Nazar, of whom I could learn
nothing in any history I have ‘met with ; indeed the Spanish histo-
nans, Mariana, Ocainpy, Ortiz, and others, have, in their writings,
either omitted the series of the Moorish kings, or passed them over
very shghtly, ‘so that their works, from the year 750 to ahout 1250,
instead of meriting the title oi histories of Spain, ought to be deno-
minated histories of the Goths who retired fromn the Moorish con-
querors to the extremities of*Spain.

The outside of the Alcazar is miserable in its appearance; but
the first court after entering the gate has a very grand cffect: the
front, looking into that court, is purely Arabic i’ its style, and the
inscriptions favour the idea of its being built by that people; it is,

M
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nevertheless, ascertained to have been constructed since the conquest,

by the Christians ; and, indced, the arms of Castile and Leon are
mingled with the Arabic characters. The flight of stairs leading to
the royal apartments, now occupied by Garay, is of mari)lc; and
some galleries, of the same material, lcad to other parts of the build-
ing. The courts are ornamented with marble fountains, and are well
shaded with corridors, supportcd by marble pillars. The hall, now
occupied by the Juuta, formerly called the Hall of Ambassadors, is a
beautiful apartment, adorned with elegant designs in stuceo, and
with a floor of the most transparent marble, of various colours. The
rooms adjoining are occupied by the different committees, or, as they
are called, sections, into which the Junta is divided, and the whole
palace, which is very extensive, is filled by the different branches of
the government, whose clerks have offices very well adapted for the
dispatch of business from their proximity to each other.

The garden of the Alcazar is said to have been laid out by the
Moors, and is preserved in its original state; it'contains walks paved
with marble, parterres laid out with ever-greens, and well shaded
with orange trees. In many parts of it there are baths, supplied by
marble fountains from the aqueduct I described in a former letter,
and they have a contrivance for rendering the walks one continued
fountain, by forcing up small streams of water from minute pipes in
the joining of the slabs, which in this climate produces a most grate-
ful effect. As a specimen of an Arabian garden, in its original state,
this is an interesting object, and we naturally assvciate with it recol-

lections gathered from the Eastern writers, especially from the Song
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of Solomon, in the Scriptures, in which the descriptions very well
agree with this garden; for, in addition to the other circumstances,
it is comPletely walled round, and is secluded from every one cxcept:
the inhabitants of one part of the palace. .

The saloon, which was occupied by the Junta of Seville when
its energy directed the public mind of this city, contains a collection
of Roman antiquities brought from Italica, an antient city, about
four miles hence, and celebrated as the birth-place of the Emperor
Trajan. 1 observed some fine statues which, though partly muti-
lated, shew the superiority of the antients over the moderns in the
art of sculpture: a colossal figure, supposed te be Apollo, is remark-
ably well cxecuted ; and the statue of a vestal, in good preservation,
discovers great skill in the figure and disposition of the drapery. The
Roman inscriptions collected in this place are very numerous, and
worthy the attention of those whe are fond of studying them. I hope
my taste will not be too severély condemned if I remark, that the
Moorish antiquities afford me greater pleasure than the Roman ; to
me they possess mare of novelty, have been much less described, and
arc’in every respect better adapted to the climate,

As 1 am writing #o you onl the subject of the Moorish antiqui-
tics, I must say that I have been more highly gratified by seeing the
private house of Don Josse* Maria Perez, a merchant of wlis city,
than by any other remains of that people. This house was built by
the Moors, and was the residence, of one of theis chiefs. The whole
1s most voluptuously contrived for a warm climate, but one of the

apartments excceds every thing I have scen. It is in the most per-
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fect prescrvation, though certainly not less than five hundred years
old: the form resembles a double cube, the one placed above the
other, its height about sixty, and its length and breadth about thirty
feet ; the ornaments begin at about ten feet from the floor, and arc
continued to the top of the room ; they consist of a kind of variegated
net-work of stucco, designed with such regulanty and cxquisite
beauty, that, without the aid of a drawing, I should despair of doing
it justice. It is said that this kind of stucco is composed of lime
mixed with the whites of eggs; but whatever-be its composition, its
durability is such that, after the lapse of at least five centuries, not
a flaw or crack is to be seen in the whole of the surface, and it is as
hard as a stone : this apartment would alone be a sufficient proof to
me of the superiority of the Moors over the Spaniards in their taste
for decorating their dwellings. .

On Sunday I went to the Cathedral, to see the ceremony of
high Mass. There is a pomp and sp]éndour in the Catholic worship,
when performedin a country where that religion is established, which,
like any other pageant, dazzles for a moment; and confines the
attention to the imposing spectacle; but it 1s so different from ziny
of our feclings of religion, that the 'imp'ressior‘i it makes upon us,
differs little from that which the best scenes in a theatre produce.
On those, however, who from carly and repeated association have
connected these ceremonies with religious ideas, and with the strong
feelings of adoration and gratitudey the effect produced must he very
great, though I should suspect very transient.

I' bave frequently visited this Church before, and every time
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with such increased admiration, that I am afraid to attempt a de-
scription of it, from a consciousness of the difficulty to do justice to
my own impressions. From the climate, it is necessary to exclude
the heat, and of course the light ; there-are consequently but few
windows, and those of painted glass, barely sufficicnt to give light
enough to distinguish, on first entering, the various surrounding ob-
jects. This produces a solemn effect on the high altar, which is bril-
hantly illominated with wax-tapers of an enormous size. The deco-
rations of this altar are splendid and sunptuous beyond description ;
the quantity of gilding on the borders of the different compart-
ments, filled with images and pictures, the massy silver and gold
ornaments, and the rails of -bronze, tastefully designed, compose a
most impressive whole. The priests knecling before the altar, and
in silence offering up their devotions, the clouds of ascending in-
cense, and the pious on their krtecs, in the most striking attitudes,
altogether form a scene that at once captivates the imagination, and
suspends the reasoning ‘faculties ; it is a scenc to be felt but not
dcscr.il)ed; the sersations it produces may be mdulged, but cannot
long delude a reflecting mind.

My English ideas were not to be seduced by this imposing spce-
tacle, and 1 could not refrain, after a few minutes, from calculating
what portion of all that is valuable in m'an, of moral rectitude, of be-
nevolent propensity, and of patience in adversity, is produced by all this
costly machinery. That some past of this machivery may be uscful
it would be unjust to doubt, and rash must that man be, who would

hastily and inconsiderately level to the ground even these supports,
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fechle as they are, of the virtue and consolation of a whole people.
The great distinction between the English Clergy and those of the,
Catholic Church, as well as some of our English sectaries, is, that
the former, in all their pulilic services, strive chiefly to enforce practi-
cal virtue, while the latter lay the greatest stress on the adherence to
their peculiar rites and doctrines,

Religion in every country is calculated to produce an effect on
manners as well as on morals ; in England, among those who read but
little or not at all, the effect is accomphished by public preaching ;
but in Spain, where preaching is by no means common, the know-
ledge of Religion is kept alive by sensible representations of the
events, of the Gospel history. These are exhibited in the Churches,
or the Calvarios, on the days set apart for celebrating the leading facts
of the Christian Religion, or on days consecrated to the memory of
particular Saints. From these the people collect with tolerable accu-
racy the true accounts of the life and miracles of our Saviour and his
Apostles ; but they receive with equal eredii legends of Saints, which
from the manner in which they are taught, they cannot distinguish
from authentic facts ; but Qirfue, which ought to form the witi-
mate object of all true Religion,* which clevates man to the
highest rank of which he is susceptible, and assimilates him to a
superior order of beings, is left to the Confessor to be impressed on
the mind of the penitent.

Auricular confession is but a poor substitute for public preach-
ing; or rather, public teaching, which the Reformeation introduced, is

an excellent substitute for auricular confession. The dignity of the
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pulpit makes reproof more severe, denunciations more alarming,
advice move powerful, and consolation more soothing ; while the inti-
macy, and sometimes the familiarity of auricular confession, makes
the peni.tent feel but too forcibly that thespiritual guide has all the
passions and weukness of those who rely on him.

I should, however, he sorry to sce this practice abolished till
somc better were introduced in its steady for though it be obvious
that the profligacy of the higher classes is not corrected by their
Peligion, and whatever dominion they may allow their priests over
their faith and their ritnals, they allow them very little over their
morals, yet, with the middle and fower ranks of socicty, who form the
most virfioas and moral class of the people, they have a henefieial in-
flrence. Widh the higher order, the great struggle of the confessor is
to keep ihy w:and free from doubts, to enforce submission to the dog-
mas aud ceremonics of the Chuarch, and prevent the inroad of heresy.
With the othier classes there is no such task ; they never read books
written by foreigners, nor cver converse with them; they have no
doubts on poiu}ts of faith, no scruples in matters of ceremony, and
the task of the confessor is more directly addressed to the formation
of the moral habits.of sobricty, honesty, and veracity. On these
points they have evidently been successful ; for I have never been in
any country where the mass* of the people has approached the con-
duct of the Spaniards in these respects 5 in chastity, as far as I can
Judge, they have not been so sucegssful ; whethes the evil arise from
the celibacy of the clergy, the voluptuous climate) or the remains of

Moorish manners, 1 cannot determine ; but there is, in this respect,
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a degree of profligacy extending to all ranks in this country, which
I trust will ever remain unexampled in our own. A priest, with
whom I was conversing on this subject a few days ago, assured
me, that of the numerous females who came to him for absolution,
he seldom found any who confessed the violation of any command-

ment but the seventh.
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LETTER XIIL

RELIGION — SHRINES ~— ORACION — PROCESSION OF THE HOST =~ ROSARIO ~
MODES OF SALUTATION — FAMILY DEVOTION — USE OF THE CROSS —
ROBBERY OF A BISHOP ~— INQUISITION : EXTENT OF ITS POWER — OLAVIDE

— INTERIOR OF THE INQUISITION.

SEVILLE, OCT. 1809.

THE subject of Religion is too important in this country to
be slightly passed over. Its ceremonies, indeed, so frequently recur,
expressions derived from it are so commonly used, and the habits
of the people are so formed by it; that it merits the greatest attention.
The feelings of religion are sﬁpported by every object that presents
itself to the view : at the’ corners of most of the principal streets, the
shrines of various' saints obtrude thgmselves upon the passenger;
even the fronts of many of the houses are adorned with their images,
to which the pious dtranger uncovers his head with humility, and
silently expresses his devotion by making the sign of the cross.

In the midst of the gaieties which commence about five o’clock in
the evening, when the Paseo, or public walk, is crowded with com-
pany dressed in their most splendid attire, ard indulging in the
liveliest conversation, the sound of a bell annountes the approaching
hour of sunset. At this signal, which is called oracion, every one,
as if "by magic, seems fixed in his places; every head is uncovered,

N
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and the whole company repeats, or is supposed to repeat, a mental
prayer: after a few minutes devoted to these formalities, the lively
scene is resumed, and the conversation continued from the . point at
which it met this pious ‘interruption. This eeremony takes place
in every part of Spain; and where theatres or other public amuse-
ments are open, the sound of this bell suspends the entertainment till
the prayer is over ; so great is its effect, that it is even said that assas-
sins, at the moment of executing their horrid design, have held their
hand at the sound of the oracion, and, after repeating the habitual
prayer, have perpetrated their diabolical purpose.

I have reason to suspect that this practice, as well as some others,
arises more from conformity to the usages of their country, than from
any strong religious feelings, for I have observed in private houses,
that the attention paid to this bell diminishes in nroportion to the
rank of the family : among the lower classes of people it is usual to
kneel or stand up; among those of greater consequence they merely
sit still and remain silent; while those of the highest rank suffer the
bell to toll unheard and unreggrded.

No one of the various reﬁgious observances, with which this city
abounds, appears more ludicrous to n;e, or more solemn to the inha-
bitants, than the procession of the host to the houses of the sick, at
the hour of approaching dissolution. A priest, seated in a sedan
chair, with the holy elements in a gold case on his lap, cscorted by a
guard of soldiers, ahd preceded by a hellman, is literally denominated
by the people < His Majesty coming down the street.” To increase
the singularity of the spectacle, the Lellman strikes three strokes, in

allusion to the three persons of the Trinity, and then ceascs. At this
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well known sound, whatever be the state of the weather, or the con-
dition of the streets, every one drops on his knees, and continues in -
this devout posture till the object of adoration is out of sight. If this
procession should pass through a street, containing a theatre or a ball-
room, the actors on the stage, and the dancers at the assembly, alike
drop on their knees till the sound is lost, when they resume their
thoughtless dissipation. )

There are nightly processions through the streets of this city,
called the Rosario, one of which I mentioned having met, in a former
letter, as I entered this place. The different wards conduct this
procession by turns, so that it is every night parading in some part
of the town ; being more or less splendid, according to the revenues
of the church or convent whence it procecds. The Rosario is com-
plimented by the inhabitants of the streets through which it passes,
by illuminations, that have a si)lcndid effect, but which is in a great
measure counteracted by the horrid noise of the singers and chanters,

The common forms ‘of salutation, perhaps, partakec no more of
rchglon than those of other countn,qa g#nd ¢ va ja usted con Dios,” 1
only equivalent to the I'rench “ adleu, or the Iinglish < good b}c ;
but a mode of expression is adopted much more striking and singular,
on visiting any family ; when you rmg or knock, a servant within in-
quires, ¢ who calls?”” and the person who wishes for admission exclaims,
¢ Ave Maria purissima,” to which those within, on opening the
door, make reqponqe, ¢ Sin pecado concebida “ and as the first of
these sentences cannot be uttered by the Dewl and the second will
not be said by a heretic, there is no danger in the visit, when such
orthodox formalities have been mutually exchanged. When our party

. . . » - -
has heen introduced into a family, I have frequently heard the inquiry
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made in a whisper, ¢ Are they Christians?”’ if the persons who
introduced us, replied ¢ they are Protestants,” a sigh, with the

exclamation ¢ que lastima” (what a pity), frequently escaped
their lips.

However decorous the Spaniards may be in the performance of
their public devotions, nothing can be more indecent and slovenly
than the manner in which their domestic worship is conducted; a
circumstance which I have frequently noticed in the family with
whom I lodge. Towards the conclusion of supper, when seated round
the table, the master of the house commences with repeating ten
Ave Maria’s; the wife repeats the Pater Noster and her ten Ave
Maria’s, others at table repeat in the same imanner, while one of them
with a rosary'%f beads keeps the account, till they have repeated the
Ave Maria fifty times, and the Lord’s prayer five times, the number
being accurately corrected by the string of beads. They then say a lita-
ny, adding to the name of every saint of a long list, ¢ ora“pro nobis;”
then a prayer for the dead, another for pmte;ction during the night,
and conclude the whole with.& Gloria Patri.  The words are uttered
with as much rapidity as possible ; and if any employment calls away
the person who is repeating, he perf(;rms the work without inter-
rupting the prayer, or losing any time ; iq fact, the Spaniards appear
to act slowly and deliberately in every thing they undertake, except it
be in this single instance of family worship.

Under cvery stmr‘g emotion of mind, a Spamard has recourse to
religion, and rnturally crosses himself, to calm the rage of passion,
dispel the horrors of fear, and allay the feelings of surprise and asto-
nishment. The solitude of a‘church-yard, the loneliness of a desart,

and the darkness of night,' are disarmed of their terrors by this magic
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sign, and even the exclamations of wonder, excited by English ships
of war and English regiments (and nothing has excited more wonder)
can only be silenced by using this never-failing and powerful charm.

With all this attachment to forms and ceremonies, it might natu-
rally be expected, that the clergy would be looked upon-as objects of
veneration; but, so far as 1 can judge, this is by no means the case.
The Janguage held towards the ministérs of religion is not always
respectful, and is sometimes scurrilous. A few days ago the anxiliary
bishop of this city made a tour round his diocese, for the purpose of
confirmation ; from every person confirmed, a small sum of moncy
was required, whiéh was either an increase of the customary fee, or
a novel demand. On his return to the city with the money, he had
thus collected, he was attacked by a banditti, who robbed him, not
only of his extorted Wealz}), but also of all the clothes and vestments
which he carried in his coach. * The knowledge of the story excited
the jokes and the merriment of the people, mixed with wishes that
the, clergy were the o.n]y victims of robbers. The chiracter and
conduct of the friars is generally the ebject cither of virulent repro-
b’ation, or ludicrous .jocu]zu'it.y. They have lost the esteem of every
oo oo instead of 'heing respected for their seclusion from the world,
the, ... reproached hy all classes foy their indolence, their volup-
tuousne:-. wnd their proﬂi:g,‘acy; their dispersion is generaliy looked
furward to with pleasing anticipation, as an event thrt must take
place, if eves the people of Spuintare assembled l\y their representatives
ti Cortes. )

i would have appeared singular, had T not been prej-red for

the fuct. that among the wanmest advocates for the destruction
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of ancient institutions, I have seldom heard the inquisition spoken
of as an cvil of grcat magnitude. I have introduced the subject
frequently, and have uniformly found it trcated as an institution,
which, though originally bad, is now too insignificant to merit atten-
tion ; and yet two instances have occurred within my own knowledge,
since I have been here, which shew its meddling disposition.  An
Englishman had imported séme printed handkerchiefs, with patriotic
emblems, and the names of the patriot generals. But the printer
in England had unfortunately mixed with these patriotic emblems
some of the symbols of religion, such as the crosier, the cross, and
the mitre.  The inquisition became acquainted viith the fact, and,
fearing that using handkerchiefs on which such sacred ebjects
were imprinted, would tend to bring religion into contempt, seized
the whole parcel, and they were burnt by the holy office. Another
merchant had a number of bales of Spanish wool, which were about
to be shipped for England; by accident, these bales were marked
with a cross; information of 1t was convcye(i to the inguisitors, and
a consultation was held, to determine in what mode proceedings
should be instituted against a person who could apply that sacred
symbol to so common a purpose. As the person in question wus an
undoubted Catholic, a friend gave him information of what was going
forward, and being aware of the consequences, he immediately rectified
his crror by protracting the upright line of the cross, and adding to
the bottom of it twojflukes, so that when the officers of the iuuisi-
tion came to scize the bales, they were found to be marked with an
anchor, and not with a cross, as the information lhad stated.

The terror of the inquisition has considerably abated of late yegrs
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one «f the last victims in this citj' was Olavide, a most respectable
m i, who applied the wealth he had acquired in South America, to
the patriotic purpose of cultivating the Sierra Morena, with a number
of *iermun settlers, and to adorning and improving the public walks
¢t the city, as well as the wharfs on the banks of the Guadalquivir.
1ie had read the writings of some of the French unbelievers, and was
su..ected of having imbibed a portion of thcir opinions, and for this un-
preved, if not unfounded charge, he was immured within the walls of a
prison, and passed many years of his life amid the horrors of solitary
confinement. Since that period, the discipline has been confined to
a lower class of crimys, and I am informed, that the only prisoners of
late, have consisted of those who merited punishment for having acted
as the panders to illicit pleasure.

I found no difficulty in obtaining permission to see the inquisition,
and went through the whole. It is a cheerful, pleasant abode, and
does not at all correspond with the ideas of Englishmen respecting
it. '!‘he hall of judé‘ement contains simply a table, three chairs for
the inquisitors, a stool for the secretary, and one which is lower for
the” prisoner.  On the table is a silver crucifix, upon which the
deposition is made; and on a sinall stand, a lutin prayer said by cach
inquisitor before the trial commences. The prayer is appropriated to
a judge, and merely implores divine guidance to enable him to
discharge his duty with uprightness and tnpartiality.  The records
of this court, with all the processes against those who have heen
confined, are preserved with regularity in un adjoming room, but are
not allowed to be examined. The church is simple and clegant.

The interior is of white marble. The form is circular; and it is
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lighted from a beautiful dome. I saw one of the apartments in which
prisoners are confined, and was told the others were similar; it is light
and airy, placed in a little garden planted with orange and fig trees;
the door of this garden is strongly secured, and no person can have
access to it when the cell 1s occupied. I inquired if there were any
prisoners in confinement, any subterraneous cells or instruments of
torture ; but to thesc questions I could obtain no replies. The alcayde
who attended us, exulted not a little at our remarking the neatness
and comforts of the building, ard, I suspect, mistook us for pious
Catholics, because we gave vent to no execrations at the existence of
such an 1faunous tribunal. I

This building was formerly the college of the Jesuits, the most
able and enlightencd, but the most dangerous of all the religious
orders of the catholic church.  On the abolition of that order, the
inquisition was removed, from its jormer situation in the suburb of
Triana, to this building, which I hope will be the last it will occupy
in Spain ; for, whatever political events may take place, its destruction
is inevitably at hand. The remarks I have made on the religion of
Spain, you will recoliect are dvawn from what I have scen in Seville,
a city more esteemed for its piety than any other in Spain; so rigid,
indeed, is the religion of this place, and so great the influence of the
clergy, that neither a theatre, nor any place of public amusement,

is permitted.
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LETTER XIV.

CHURCIH REVENUES — CABILDO — PROPERTY IN HOUSES — TITHES — MODEs
OF COLLECTING — WILD FRUITS SUBJECT TO TITHES ~— MONASTIC PRO-

PERTY — PROPERTY OF CORPORATIONS.

SEVILLE, OCT. 1809.

In o country where the wealth of the Church forms so con-
siderable a part of thk: national property, its origin, its mode of col-
lection, and its distribution, deserve particular notice. In the in-
formation 1 shall communicate to you on this subject, you may sup-
pose I shall have-principally in view the revenues of the diocese of
Seville; but 1 have good reason to believe, that in the other dioceses
of Spain the system is ncarly the same.

The Archbishop, as. the superior minister of Religion (as-
sisted by his auxiliary Bishop) confines his attention solely to the
sph:itual concerns of his flock ;.and all matters concerning revenue
devolve on the Cabildo of the Cathedral, a kind of ccclesiastical cor-
poration, for the administration of temporal matters, and not very
dissimilar to the chapters of our cathedral churches. All the reve-
nues of the diocese, whether belonging to the Archbishop, to the
auxiliary Bishop, to any other dighitaries, or to th parochial Clergy,
are l)f'pugllt under the management of the Cabildo. They are col-
lected into onc fund, and from that fund, after deducting five per

. 0
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cent. allotments, called repartimientos, are distributed to cach per-
son possessing a claim on it, according to the judgment of the Ca-
bildo, which 1is directed in the distribution by untient regulations,
and is accountable to no other tribunal for the fairness and impar-
tiality of its proceedings. The deduction, which the Cabildo makes
of five per cent. is annually divided among its own members, called
the canons, who are formed into different classes, and receive their
portion according to seniority.  The sum which the higher orders in
this city reccive amounts to about two thousand dollars annually, and
that devolving to the inferior order to about one thousand, besides
which, each member of the Cabildo has the vse of a house, rent free,
for his residence. ‘

Although the revenues are thus thrown into one mass, yet each
person, having claims upon it, has the exact amount of those claims
regularly kept in the accounts of the Cabildo, and no suspicion 1s
entertained, that any unfair practices to the detriment of one person, or
to the benefit of another, are cmployed by the Cabildo. One great source
of the revenues is derived from the rents of houses within this city, in
which, I am informed, that no less than two thousand seven hundred
houses are the property of the church.  This branch of the revenue is
collected with trifling expence ; for as Spanish dwellings are built of
stone, brick, and tarras, without much wood, little is required for re-
pairs, nor is it liable to much variation, since the collection is made
weekly, and few o” the houses remain long unoccupied. The church
is also possessed of some land, but the greater Apart of the ecclesi-
astical territory belongs to different monasteries, and not to the sc-

cular clergy.
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The most important branch, however, of the ecclesiastical
revenues, is that accruing from titiles, which are collected with a
strictness that far exceeds what is known in any other part of Europe.
In describing the rigours with which this 'systcm is enforced, or in
pointing out the evils which arise from it, I must observe, that it is
far from my intention to apply my remarks to the English clergy.
Whatever may be said in behalf of this most respectable class of
socie'ty, whenever their ancient title to tithes is questioned, can
never be said, with equal truth, in behalf of a body of men, who,
under the pretension of celibacy, have insulated themsclves from
the rest of their splecies, to practise with greater impunity the
vices of luxury and debauchery. The tithes collected in Anda--
lusia extend to every agricultural production, and are rigidly ex-
acted, not, as with us, on the ground, but after it has gone through
all the necessary processes to fit it for the use of man. Thus wheat
and barley must not ¢nly be cut, but threshed and winnowed, before
the tithes.are taken. Olives, which form a most important article in
thi':; vicinity, when they are sold in the state in which they are grown,
pay the tithe only on the quau?ity carried away; but if there be a
mill, and oil-presses on the farm, one-tenth of the oil is taken by
the collector. In the sume manner the tithe upon grapes, when the
grapes are sold, is paid in frl;it, but when made into wine within the
district, the church receives one-tenth of the liquor.

The principle upon which this*is founded seews to be, that the
church may receive one-tenth of the produce in the first stage in

.which it becomes fit for use; for if wine be made into brandy, or
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vinegar, the church receives its dues from the wine, and not from
those articles into which it is afterwards converted. The more
valuable productions of the ficld, such as liquorice and sumach, as
well as the minuter articles of the garden, such as melons, pumpkins,
onions, garlick, peas, and beans, all contribute an equal proportion
to the support of the ecclesiastical establishment. The right to tithes
has been lately extended to such wild fruits as can be sold, even for
the smallest sums : thus the tunas, or prickly pears, the figs growing
on the opuntia, a wild fruit with which the hedges abound, and con-
sequently of little value, have lately been subjected to the tithing
system. One-tenth also of all the domesticate«f animals is delivered
to the tithe-collector, as well as the wool annually shorn from the
sheep.

Composition for tithes is a practicc wholly unknown in Anda-
lusia. 'The Cabildo annually sells the tithes by a species of auc-
tion, and where no person bids sufficiently high; the arficles are taken
into its own hands, and collected in storchouses within the district.
In either case, the collectors of the tithes have no common in-
terest with the farmers, who, from submis:sion to the church,
frequently suffer the grossest impositions without an effort for
redress, knowing that in any appeal they might make, priests
would be their judges. Before the revenues are collected, the
Cabildo issues its billets of repartimiento to the different claimants on
their fund, which datitle the bearer to a certain sum of money, or a
specific quantity of produce, and being easily transferred, are fre-

quently sold by the necessitous clergy.  Those who have billets for
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produce, receive it at the storehouses where it has been deposited by
the collectors, but those who have billets for money, receive it from
the treasurer of the Cabildo, as the purchasers of the tithes make their
pavments. There is an uniformity in this system which produces
effects diametrically opposite to those which are felt in England.  1In
Spaiw, it 15 the ~lergy who enapress, and the farmer who is defrauded ;
i Livctand, s thie fare 1 who imposcs., and the clergyman who is
thie sutfreer,

The monastic bodies depend for their support on the lands they
possess, and many ‘of thein have estates of considerable extent and
of great value.  The Carthusians are the richest as well as the most
rigid ovder in Andalusia : wey ler large trac 7 land to farmers,

who pay them partly i prodoce and partly in money : at the

Y
same time thev: nccupy veey oxtensive farms themselves, and have
for many yeers heer the r's"“"‘.’“ breeders and proprictors of the
best Andalustan horses, but thewr revenues are 1l administered.  The
voluptuous lives of the pfiors, and the peculations of the procuradores,
h-..n'c iivolvedithe convents in embarrassments which have placed them
anee the cecessity of anticipating their resources, and of lessening
thens by horrow g :mo:w}- on mortgage  The convent of St. Hero-
nywe de Buena Vista possesse. a tvwer b dand highly productive of

.
corn, wine, and oil. T was inforieed by the monks of St. Heronymo,
that they could travel to the ciiy ot Carmona, which is about twenty-
four wmiles from Seville, without trecing upomany soil which did
not."bclong to their convent; yet winh this valuable estate, from

bad management, they are deeply :n debt, and obliged to retrench



102 LETTERS FROM SPAIN.

even some of the necessaries of the monks. Having mentioned

the lands of the church, which are thus in mortmain, I will just
observe that the Cabildos, or municipal corporations of the different

cities, are proprietors of large estates, which, like those of the church,

are badly managed, and equally unalienable.
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LETTER XV.

FAIR AT SANTI-PONCE—NATIONAL CHARACTER~—CORTEJOS—FAMILIARITY OF
MANNERS—GENERAL TEMPERANCE—DEFICIENCY OF HOUSEHOLD COMFORTS

—CULINARY IMPLEMENTS~—COOKERY.

' SEVILLE, OCT. 1809.

A LARGE 'fair, which is annually held at Santi-ponce, a
few miles from this city, afforded me an opportunity of observing
national manmners in their most unmixed state, and I accordingly went
there on Sunday last, with a party of Englishmen. It is held on an
open plain between the town and the river Guadalquivir, and was
crowded with booths, cattle, and spectators, to a great extent. Hven
in this scene of revelry, the solemnity of the Spanish character was
visible, and its sobriety mav be inferred from this circumstauce, that
there were very few' booths in which wine or brandy was sold, but a
considerible number for the sale of water cooled in porous jars ; an
article which forms so great a luxury in this country.

The young farmers galloped about to shew the beauty of their
horses, and their skill in managing them. Their dresses were very
fantastical, and tne trappings of the horses sufficiently cumbrous.
These singularities, however, only served to display the national

peculiarities more strikingly. The toys.perhaps of cvery nation offer
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traits of mational character ; and I could not help remarking, on the
present occasion, that almost every one, exhibited at this fair, bore
some allusion to that illicit intercourse between the sexes, which
forms the great stain upon the moral character of the country.
Horns of various shapes, with bells, and inscriptions of indecent un-
port, were most prevalent, and the presenting them to each other,
with sarcastic insinuationd, appeared the most umversal species of
wit. A marked deference was paid to the female sex even by the
peasantry, which shewed that a degree of gallantry is customary with
this nation, which is too often dispensed with in other countries.

T heard that two assassinations had occurred at this fair that day,
both caused by jealousy, met between husbanas and the lovers of
their wives, but between young men who sighed for the same mar-
ried woman. It appears most extraordinary, but it is nevertheless
notoriously the fact, that though husbands feel no jealousy on account
of their wives, yet that this powerful passion should be flt in the most
acutc manner between men who wish to supplant each other in the
affections of the same female; and that other parts of a family, so far
from fecling resentment towards the man who addresses their mother
or sister, treat him with as -much kindness and actention as if he were
connected with them by legal and honourable ties, or paid a compli-
ment to the family by selecting.a member of it for the object of his
attachment. These kind of attachments are much more durable,
and more assiduously cultivated, than affection between a married
couple. Inconstancy to a favourite mistress, perhaps the wife
of a friend, is deemed a greater disgrace to the party than any
matrimonial infidelity, and more effectually excludes a man from
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the future confidence and respect-of the ladies, all of whom are jea-
lous of the privileges of their sex, and preserve no terms with a man
who is unfaithful to his fair friend. The females of all classes, con-
sidering their husbands as beings of no consequence, expect a degree
of attention from a cortejo, which a Spaniard can alone pay; and
the consequence is, that foreigners, especially Englishmen, are by
no means favourites with the Spanish ladiés.

These attachments between the sexes are notorious to all the ac-
quaintance of the parties, and a-breach between two lovers interests
the family and friends to produoé a reconciliation. The connexion
is, however, conducted with outward decorum, and the cortejo, though
ever attentive to the'movements and wishes of the lady, observes be-
fore company the most distant and respectful behaviour ; but should he
fail in attending her to the public walks, or the private parties, where
she visits, it would be deemed am#enormous offence, only to be par-
doned after a long period of submission and-penitence. '

The disgusting spect'acle exhibited in England and France, of
meretricious beauty decked out for sale, is not to be seen in Spain,
unless perhaps, and that rarely, in the sea ports. From this circum-
stance I have heard 'sensible Si)aniards, who have been in England,
contend for the superiority of their country over ours in regard to the
intercourse of the sexes. It is not, however, easy for foreigners to
form a proper estimate of our national morals on this subject;
they have seldom opportunities of observing. the domestic at-
tachments in our more sober and worthy families, which they
see 0;11)’ at formial.parties, nor of conceiving the delights of con-

jugal and parental‘love which in England, though less ostenta-
P
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tiously, are more purely enjoyed than in any other part of Europe.
T have been led to these remarks unintentionally, by the sight of the
fair at Santi-Ponce ; and having now begun upon manners, I may as
well continue the subject through this letter.

I have remarked a degree of familiarity between all classes
of society, which we should deem rudeness, and find troublesome,
but which is considered here as a matter of course: the apart-
ments of a gentleman, or the chamber of a lady, when you have
passed the outer door, are always found open,-and it is deemed no
intrusion to enter without being announced ; even the cabinet of the
ministers is equally accessible ; and I know that Lord Wellesley,
who readily sees every one that has business, is considered extremcly
proud, because the politicians of this city, who have no other con-
cern with him but to ask for news, or express their attachment to
England, frequently find him too sgsich occupied to sec them.

This familiarity extends througi: all the relations of society, and
though sometimes it may be the expression of éndearment, as in the
application of diminutives, such as calling a mair Juanico or Jacky,
instead of Juan.or John, or a lady Mariqueta or Polly, instead of
Maria, yet when used so frequently as in this country, it appears to
a stranger more disgusting than affectionate. The behaviour of ser-
vants to masters is equally lllnconstrain'ed, and they converse while
attending at table, with the familiarity of friends. Centini, a valet
de place whom I have hired in this place, makes no scruple of helping
himself to a glass of wine, taking snuff from my box, or lighting
his segar at my candle, while I am writing : all sthisy which at first
appears very impertinent, atises merely from habit, without intending
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offence, or even supposing that any can be given by these and similar
freedoms. In the first circles, the practice of callihg people 'f)y their
Christian names, and even titled ladies, is very common : thus, the
Marchioness Calsado, the daughter of the celebrated Don Juan
Ulloa, one of the most charming women in Seville, is commonly
spoken of as Carmen Ulloa; and another lady called Maria Dolores,
one of the whimsical names of the mother of our Saviour, is gene-
rally distinguished by those who are acquainted with her by the
simple appellation: of - Dolores. "

Temperance seems the prevailing habit of the Spaniards in eating,
but more especially in drinking. I have known many gentlemen
who never drink any wine; and those who do, gcuerally mix it with
a large quantity of water. I am informed, however, that in the
winter the lower orders indulge, but not to excess, in the use of
brandy mixed with anniseed, aﬁ?ﬁ-"sweet awine. In England, every
family has a store of beer, wine, and such ether nccessaries as they
require for daily usc, ready at all times‘; but the best families in
Seville keep nathing of the kind in their houses. If company acci-
dentally drop in to a meal, a thing not common, they send to the
shops for such food ds they waﬁt, and to the wine-house for a pint
or a quart of wine, for they are never provided with the commonest
of those articles, and at the conclusion of the day no provision is left
in the house. Though I have visited a good deal at some of the best
houses, and at all hours, I have seldom known where the comidero, or
eating room, was placed : where I have seen it, I have generally found
it the smallest and-darkest apartment, and in the most obscure part

of the dwelling, whereas the rooms for the reception of company
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are usually spacious and lofty, but in them no refreshment is offered,
except cool water for visitors to drink.

Of the numerous culinary utensils which are to be found in
England, none are to be scen in a Spanish kitchen ; neither jack,
spit, nor grate arc wanted ; a small stove, with a handful of charcoal
and two or three carthen pans that will bear the fire, answer every
purpose of cooking. The most common dish, the olla, is a quantity
of onions, cabbage, turnips, carrots, and potatoes, all stewed together
in an earthen pot ; when it is.ready, the pot is turned upside down on
a plate, and the food is brought to table (retaining the shape of the
pot, from which it takes its name), and, with the addition of a small
piece of bacon, or other mieat, is highly relished. The common
people feed on a dish called Ggspacho, composed of bread and vege-
tables of various kinds, with oil and vinegar, all boiled together, and
set before them in the pans in whigh it is cooked, from which each
feeds himself with a spoon, so as to render the use of plates, knives,
and forks, quite superﬂuou;.

I have been pleased with the general cleanliness of the people in
théir houses, especially with that in which we lodge ; they are conti-
nually washing and dusting, and keep every thing very neat, though, as
you may suppose, very homely : brick floors, lime-washed wulls, brick
stairs, and windows with very little glass, are objects perfectly new to
me ; but as cleanliness is prevalent, I do not, and have no reason ta
complain.
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LETTER XVL

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS—~NATIONAL EDUCATION—WANT OF INFORMATION IN THE
HIGHER CLASSES == UNIVERSITY OF SEVILLE ~—~FEMALE EDUCATION.

SEVILLE, OCT. 1809.

ITis a qugstion which has been frequently agitated in
Ingland, whether a system of natigpal education would be pro-
ductive of benefi¢ial or injurious consequences: many ingenious
arguments have been advanced: gn both;gides, and it is but lately,
that a distinguished member of the House of Commons framed a plan
for this purpose, w hlch, ‘though it dlsplaycd the benevolence of the
prop;)ser, was, after mature deliberation, found impracticable.

"In Spain, however, such a plan has been adopted and carried into
execution ; so that there is uo person born within the last thirty
years, who has not been instructed in the first rudiments of knowledge.
When the society of the Jeduits was abolished, and their property
confiscated, Count Florida Blanca and Campomanes succeeded in
obtaining the appropriation of part of the funds of that order to the
purposes of parochial education, and schools were established in every
part of Spain for the gratuitous education of the children of the poor.
I haye naturally wished to inquire how far their morals have been
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benefited, or the enjoyments of the people secured by this institution.
Those with whom 1 lhave converscd® on the subject praised the
benevolent desigus of its authors, but at the same time they assured
me, that no change had talien place in consequence of it ; that neither
the moral nor religious conduct of the people had undergone any
alteration ; that, gencerally, though the peasantry learnt to read in
their youth, yet that they relinquished and lost the practice as they
advanced in years, but this they attributed to the scarcity of books,
and the still greater scarcity of such as afford entertainment, and to a
distaste which all, who are not by profession compelled to it, naturally
feel at reading lives of saints and didactic homilies.

It is not sufficient to teach the art of reading; to make it useful,
more time is required than the peasants can bestow, and books are ne-
cessary, very different from any that are to be found in Spain, to induce
them to retain the art when:they haye acquired it; besides, it may be
doubted, whether the inﬂ;jﬂgerides o'f' labourers in those athletic exer-
cises which form their chief amusements, h¢ not more productive of
health, spirits, and consequently happiness, than 2 course of rcading
such as they are likcly to fall into. This is a subject, however, on
which I would rather doubt than decide, because I cannct shut my
eyes to the important fact, that the moral character of the Scotch
peasantry, as-much excels that of the Irish, as the habits of carly
industry in the former country, exceed the idle propensities among the
youth of the latter; on the other hand it must be remarked, that
mechanics and manufacturers in England, though gencrally better
instructed, are less sober, prudent, and virtuous, than the agricultural

poor.
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The education of the higher classes in Spain is intolerably bad,
which, perhaps, is a greater evil than the deficiencies of the lower
orders in other countries. I am informed, that among the nobility
the instances of their being incapable of writing are far from uncom-
mon; that to appear learned would by no means be considered a dis-
tinction ; and that the whole care of keeping accounts, and cven
writing lctters, devolves on their domestics. I have scarcely seen a
book in any of their houses, and a libraryis so rare, that the man
who possesses one is regarded alimost as a phenomenon. The facul-
tics of the higher orders are so blunted by early dissipation, that they
want that acuteness which distinguishes their inferiors, by whom
they are consequently despised.

The early period of life at which the young Spanish gentry are
introduced into s.ciety, the time they usually spend in that society,
the trifling subjects commonly discussed, and the great familiarity
with which they are allowed to behave to their elders, all contribute
to prevent their acquiring that knowledge which is so necessary to
form the character of virtuous and intelligent men. The quiet soli-
tude of domestic life seems unknown in Spain : ‘the idea of a min,
his wife, and family, spending a day, or éken part of a day, with-
out company, appears to them so unnatural, that they can scarcely
believe it to be our practice. Their widely different system has,
however, some recommendations. Young people enter life with a
greater degree of confidence ; in whatever socicty they are placed
they feel perfeetly easy, and acquire a fluency in conversation, and a

style of manners, which gives them a species of currency through
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life. These, so far as I can judge, are the advantages, the only ad-
véntages, of this system. In England, our youth are kept in the
back ground till they have acquired more years, and accumulated a
greater store of knowledge, and even then they neither mix so fre-
quently, nor so indiscriminately in company as in Spain; they arc less
calculated to strike at first ; they are more embarrassed in society,
but they attain in retiremént, and in the domestic circles of well-
regulated families, a series of reflections and habits, and a course of
conduct, which has hitherto elevated, and, I hope, will ever continue
to elevate, the character of English gentlemen.

The university of Seville is almost solely éppropriated to the
education of the clergy: the course of study occupies five years,
which are principally devoted:to the acquirement of the Latin lan-
guage, the knowledge of civil law, the l)hilOSOPll}:"vOf Auristotle, and
scholastic divinity. Scarcely any improvement has been introduced
within the last four hundred years ; the philosophy of Bacon, Locke,
and Newton, is utterly unknown to either l;rofessors or pupils. The
war has considerably lessened the number of students, as a large
poﬁibn has entered into the army. They do not reside within the
university, but have privifte lodgings in different parts of the city.

The education of the females of the best families, is, if possible,
still werse.  They are carly sent toa convent as pensioners, and under
the care of some of the aged nuns are instructed in reading, writing,
and ncedle-work, but especially in® the outward forms of religion,
They arc usually kept in these houses of seclusion till they arrive at a

proper’ age, and frequently till some matrimonial engagement is
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formed. Trom the retirement of a convent, with all its uniformity
and dulness, they are suldenly introduced into circles of gaicety
and dissipation, and it is net wonderful that from so violent a
change, and from the example of the muttricd females, with whom
they associate, they become victims to the dissolute habits of their

countrv.
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LETTER XVIL

PAINTINGS ~— GENERAL TASTE FOR PICTURES — MURILLO = HIS PAINTINGS IN
THE CARIDAD—IN THE CATHEDRAL OF SEVILLE—ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF

THAT CELEBRATED ARTIST.

SEVILLE, oCT. 1809.

FEW places in Europe, with the excgption of London and
Paris, contain so many good pictures as are tc be found in this city.
About one hundred and seventy years ago, some 3f the hest painters
resided here, cspecially Murillo,. Velasquez, Zubaran, Spagnolcte,
and Cano; and such was its celebrity as a school for painting, that
several eminent mastérs, from other countiies, resorted hither for im-
provement in their profession.  Spain made considerable progress in
the art of painting during the reign of Charles the Fifth, and it was
the general custom among the Spanish noblcs, who attended that
monarch in his visits to Italy and the Netherlands, to purchase and
send home to this city, then the capital of Spain, the best pictures
they could procure; some of them have been retained by private
families, and others were given to the different churches and con-
vents.

Our unhappy sovereign Charles the First, when Prince of Wales,

contributed to increase tho taste for this art in Spain by the love he
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manifested for the profession, by the honour he paid to the artists,
and by the liberal price he gave for their works. He purchased
some excellent pictures for his collection, and left directions for
some of the best pictures in Madrid to Be copied ; especially the
works of Titian in the royal palaces. Miquel de la Cruz, an artist
of considerable eminence in the court of Philip the Fourth, was
occupied several years in copying the best pictures for our unfor-
tunate monarch, which were not all completed when he met his un-
timely fate.

The best ancient pictures are mostly upon subjects connected with
religion ; some of them are portraits of saints and martyrs, whose
names as well as suffgrings would perhaps have remained unknown,
were they not 1mmoy’h1hzcd by the genius of the artist. A great
number of e\cellcrt{ paintings have been accumulated here, and -
deed a geuneral taste for the art hds been established for ages. Most
of the well informed men are connoisseurs, and more especially the
pr 1eats and monks, who, from habitually contemplating, in their
chulches, the finest specimens of the art, acquire a correctness in
their notions of painting, which renders them good judges of cven
those paintings that dre unconnected with reiigion.

A general fondness for the art prevails in this capital, and most
people, particularly the ladies, have in their apartments the best
pictures of the Holy Virgin, or some favourite saint, which their
circumstances can afford. To these they are much attached, and
retain' them with care, even when reduced by poverty to scll every
thing clse. I was yesterday at the house of a lady, the widow of an

officer, to sec some pictures which necessity compelled her to sell, but
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which decent pride forbade her to part with to any except a foreigner.
In her chamber was a crucifixion, which I admired, and asked if it
were to be sold; ¢ No, Senor, lo tengo por mi devocion;” she then
asked with surprise, ¢ Are you a Christian?” On my answering
¢« Yes,” and that I respected the saints, she expressed herself de-
lighted that, among the English whom she had been told were all
Protestants, she had found one who was a Catholic; for, though she
appeared a woman who had moved in a respectable sphere, she had
no conception that Christian and Catholic were not precisely syno-
nymous ; and 1 was too intent on her pictures to find time to correct
her vocabulary.

It is scarcely right in relating any thing te commence with the
best : and perhaps I should be wiscr were I to dc/ay writing about the
pictures of Murillo, till I had described those of sivne inferior artists;
but, as it happens, I am just mtumed from inspecting his works in
the chapel of St. George, in the Caridad : 1 shall therefore begin my
account with them. The pictures of Murillo which have been brought
to England are of small size, and generally conain few figures, so
that you can form but a very imperfect idea of the powers of this dis-
tinguished artist ; but the pictures of this painter in the Caridad are
about cighteen feet in length, and twelve in breadth.  One of them,
representing the Queen Isabella attendi‘no' the sick, and washing the
wounds on the head of a beggar boy, while a crowd of other invalids
are waiting round in expectation of ‘'similar relicf, is considered, and
I thiuk justly, one of the best compositions of that great master :
the pious countenance of the queen, and the.anxious looks '(,f' the

expecting group, are admirably depicted. Another painting, Ly the
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same master, is the miracle of the loaves and fishes, in which the
figures on the foreground are finely conceived, and the light and
shade admirably managed.

The picture of the angels appearing to Abraham is finely painted ;
but as the idea prevailing in Spain is, that those thrce angels were
the threc persons of the Trinity, the artist has thought proper to
shew the unity in the Trinity by painting “all the three angcls with
exactly the same countenance : notwithstanding this whimsical conceit
the picture is a fine one, and the scene of the tent of the Arabian
patriarch is most exquisitely painted.

Moses striking the rock is a most wonderful production ; the
anxious countenances, of the Israelites, all eagerly crowding to the
water, are exact repl}:scntntions of what might be supposed the cx-
pressions of peopl(y{n such a state : , the figure of the mother with an
infant, eagerly stretching out her ‘hand to catch a few drops for her
child, another lamenting the delay in obtaining a supply, and a boy
mounted on a horse, 'strefbhing forward to the stream, arc esteemed
the best figures, while the countenances of all discover gratitude to
Goll for this unexpected supply. I never felt so much pleasure from
the contemplation of 'any work of art as from this picture; but, not-
withstanding the admirable expressions of the countenances, 1 could
not help admiring the shadow of the rock from which tic water
gushes out. A passage in the sacred writings mentions as a luxury
¢ the shadow of a great rock in a desert wilderness;” it is here dis-
played most admirably ; the rock is high and large; within its
shade” the people appear protected from the rays of the sun, which

seem to diffuse a hurning heat over cvery other part of the scene. .,
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There is a fine painting of St. Peter in Prison ; but as there arc
only three figures, that of the Apostle and the two Angels, the sub-
ject appears uninteresting by the side of the more busy scenes, which
the other pictures of this artist display.

The cathedral of Seville contains some paintings by Murillo, but
in my judgment very far inferior to those at the Caridad ; the best
are on the altar of Baptistery; representing St. Anthony of Padua,
the Baptism of Christ; and the Birth of the Virgin, in the chapel
dedicated to St. Paul. Besides these, almost every convent and
church in Seville is adorned with some of this master’s productions.
I have had the good fortune fo meet with some of his sketches, and
an admirable portrait of his .son, which, if T get them to England,
will please you, though they give but a vcky faint idea of his
‘great powers. L A

The following short accouiit- o:l his life, will be interesting to
you. Bartholomew Stephen Murillo was born i in Seville in January
1618 : having discovered an early inclination for drawing, he was
placed under the care of his relation, Juan de Castillo, from whom he
learnt to draw, and afterwards to paint in a style somewhat ap-
proaching to that of the Florentinc~school, which Luis de Vargas
and Pedro de Villegas had recently introduced at Seville. Having
early established himself at Cadiz, he was employed in painting
such pictures as could be most easily sold, and readily conveyed to
the American settlements. During this period he considerably im-
proved his skill; and some good paintings from' his pencil, of this
date, still exist, particularly a Conception belonging to the convent
of the Franciscans at Seville. |
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Notwithstanding his natural genius, Murillo might never have
arrived at the eelebrity he ultimately acquired, had it not been for the
accidental circumstance of Pedro de Moya returning from England,
where he had studied under Vandyke. The softness and sweetness
of his manner made so forcible an impression on Murillo, that he
wished to imitate it : but Moya remained only a short time, and left
him confused and doubtful what track te pursue; hc at last deter-
mined to proceed to England, and study under Vandyke, and was
on the point of his departure when he received intelligence of the
death of that great painter. He wished to go to Italy, but his poverty
prevented him from'undertaking that journey, or even the less ex-
pensive one to Madrid, till he had painted some pictures, by the sale
of which, to the (,.'ptalns of ships going to America, he raised a
sum sufficient to g /cfmy his expences to the capital. He arrived at
Madrid in 1643, and being assmted by Velasquez, he passed two
years in copying the works of Titian, Rubens, and Vandyke, as well
as those of lis contcfnpomries.v

He returned to, Seville in 1645, and astonished all the artists of
that city by 'his paintings in the smaller cloister of the Franciscan
convent. His labours i this' convent gave him reputation, and
raised him from indigence to a state of affluence. In 1670 he began
to paint the cclebrated pietures in the Caridad, which I have
described, for each of which he was paid about one hundred and
fifty pounds, a prodigious sum in that country at so early a period.
He afterwards pairted the Conception, in the church of the Venera-
bles, and the Virgin and Child dividing a loaf with a pilgrim. The
Conception is the hest proof left of the, exquisite skill of Murillo
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in the disposition of the light and shadow, and in the manage-
ment of the general cffect.  IHis industry during the latter part of
his life was surprising, and he has left more pictures hehind him
‘than any other Spanish artist.  IHis last work is that which I noticed
in the church of the Capuchins at Cadiz, which he was prevented
by ill health from finishing, and the same cause induced him to re-
move to his native city, where he died in April 1682. The life of
.such an artist can have but few incidents; he never was absent from
Ladiz and Seville more than two years in the early part of his life.
The perfection, therefore, to which he attained, must be attributed
more to his own natural- powers and accurate observation, than to
those advantages from which other artists lmw;‘ acquired their cele-
brity. He was the founder of the Academy {or Painting in this
city, which was cstabhshed in 1660 he contuui‘c\ the president, or
director, during his llfe, and took great pains to have the students
well instructed in the anatomy of the human figure, by encouraging
them to study from the living model.

He left a daughter, who became a nun, and (wo sons, the clder
of whom went to Mexico, where he died : the younger, whose por-
trait I have purchased, studied painting under his father, and made
considerable proficiency ; he was ordained a priest, and became a

canon of the Church of Carmona, but died in early life.
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LETTER XVIIL

PAINTINGS OF PEDRO DE CAMPANA IN THE CHURCH OF SANTA CRUZ—ACCOUNT
OF HIS LIFE —ARCHITECTURE OF THE CATHEDRAL~—ZARAGOZINA— ST, FER~-

DINAND'S DAY—ALCALA’ DE LOS PANADEROS—GONDUL.

SEVILLE, oCT. 1809.

FEW pxctureJ have been more pra!.sed than those in the

church of Santa Crxz, by Pedro. ae":'Campana, especially the Descent
from the Cross. It is said of thxg picture, by the learned doctor

Francisco Pacheo, that the remaining in this church alene filled him
with terror, as he could ndt divest himself of the idea that the body
of Christ was a reab object. Two men above are lowering the body
to St. John, who ‘receives it with the strongest expression of grief
and sensibility. Mary Magdalén kissing the fect, and the Holy
Virgin, are admirable figures. The whole piece is an exquisite
composition; and, in the juldgment of the Spanish connoisscurs,
equal to the best productions of Michael Angelo, under whom Cam-
pana studied. The picture is about eighteen feet in height and nine
in breadth. There ‘are several others in this church by the same
master; but this one engrossed my attention too much to allow me

to examine the others. .
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Campaiia was born at Brussels in 1503, where he learnt to
paini after the manner of Albert Durer.  He went to Italy in 1530,
and, on his way to Rome, was detained some time at Bologna to paint
a triumphal arch for the coronation of the Emperor Charles the
Fifth, in which he displayed powers that astonished the Italian
artists.. In Rome he studicd the works of Raphael and Michael
Angélo with diligence and success. How long he remained there is
uncertain ; but he “Wa,s in Seville, and painted the pictures in this
city between 1548 and 1552, as appears by the dates on several of
them. He continued in this city many years; and was universally
respected ; and when advanced in life he returned to his native place,
where he died in 1580. H
Spanish painters, -as' the, ; enter part of his 1fe was spent, and the
best of his pictures -dere’ exedbes
shall fatigue you with too longmﬁ account of pictures and painters ;

properly be classed among the

in this couvptry. I am afraid I

nevertheless, the subjects mterest me so much that I doubt I shall
frequently have occasion ¢o. return to them again.

The amh:teﬁc\__tumppf Seville deserves particular notice, as it is the
work of different é;g,es, ‘and possesses very distinct characters. The:Ara-
bian, the Gothic, and the Greco-Roman styles, all enter into the struc-
ture of the catliedral. Its tower, constructed in the year 1000, is of the
Arabian a.rchltecture, as well as one of the courts, called the Patio de
las Narangas. The Gothic style was not’jmtroduced into Spain till the
twelfth centurys. f!md it stm Petains
Tudesco or German‘ < The greater part of the cathedral, which was
begun in 1482 ‘and finished in 1519, lé!‘of this sﬁecles of archi-
tecture. The Greco-Roman, used in 'Qpﬁxn, is miserable in the

e more appropriate epithet of
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distribution of the parts, lavish in the ornaments, and wants ele-
gance in the whole. The royal chapel of the cathedral is in this
style of building, though crected at the same period with the Gothic.
The length of the church is 398 feet and the breadth 290; the
choir and the high altar being in the centre, and the whole crowded
with chapels, altars, statues, and pictures, it does not appear so
large as it is in reality. The inside of the tower has one singularity ;
it has no steps, but in their stead a road winds to the top, by which
it is said the Emperor Charles the Fifth once rode on horseback
to the summit. This certainly would not be difficult if the door to
the road were large;', but at present it is so narrow that a man can
scarcely enter it.  The cathedral contains a fine organ of great power,
which is filled with air in a singular manner, by means of a plank
placed on the bellows, on which a man walks backwards and
forwards, and as it balances on its centre, his motion fills the organ
with air. .

1 shall n(;\v proéeed to give you some account of a ‘woman to
whom 1 have been introduced by Genaral -Doyle, and who has made
considerable noise in Spain, by her resolute conduct at the siege of
Saragossa, where it  said her heroic conduct contributed to prolong
the defence. She is known in this city by the name of Zaragozina.
She has a commission as a dieutenant in the army, and is »aid to be
an excellent officer. Her countenance is mild and feminine; her
smile pleasing, and her face altogether the last I should have sup-
posed, to belong to a woman, who had led troops through blood and
slaughter, and pointed the cannon at the enemy'while her husband

(an artilleryman) lay dead among his companions by her side.  She
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wears petticoats and a military loose coat, with one gold epaulet ;
and thus arrayed, has a very soldier-like appearance.

I went yesterday to the Alcazar, to see the ceremony of declaring
war against the King of Denmark. A gentleman on horschack read
the declaration, very deliberately, in a low tone of voice, and a herald,
with Stentorian lungs, repeated it after him : it was long, and con-
tained a detailed account of the complaints, which might all have
been comprised in a short narrative of the treatment of Romana’s
army, and the attempts to detain it. The procession had a good
effect : it consisted of a regiment of infantry, and abeut two hun-
dred dragoons, with a band of martial music, who marched round the
court of the Alcazar, before the members of the Junta. It seems
strange, that an affair of this kind, if necessary to be performed,
should have been so long delayed. But as Spain and Denmark ean
never come in contact with each other in any part of the globe, it
seems as nidiculous to declare war against that power, as against the
Tartars of Asia, or the Hottentots of Africa.

Instcad of observing birth-days like the English, it is the custom
ta celebrate what are called name-days, and people expect their
friends ta pay them a visit of compliment on the saints’-day whose
name they bear; and on that day they generally give an cntertain-
ment. The 14th wus St. Ferdinand’s day, and therefore all the
public men paid their compliments to his Majesty, for so they call that
many-headed monster the Junta; Lord Wellesley, and the gentle-
men of his suite, were among the number. I am told by those who
were there, for I felt no inclination to be presented myself, that it

was a very ludicrous ceremony. Lord \Vellesley gave a grand dinner
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afterwards, where we met the Austrian and Portuguese ambassadors,
the Duke' de Infantado, Marquis Romana, some members of the
Junta, and most of the English in Seville.

1 have made an excursion to some little, distance hence, which has
afforded me much pleasure. I went first to Alcald de los panaderos,
a few lecagues from Seville, the environs of which have some fine
country houses and gardens, situated in ,a pleasing valley, watered
bv the river Guadayra, which rises there, and discharges itself into
the G dilquivir -t Seville. The town is placed at the foot of a
hdl, or wh''h a.¢ tie ruins of an extensive Roman castle in good
preservation ; it has some remains of the Moorish alterations, and a
part is converted into a modern chufch. The whole forms a fine pile
of ruins, and 1 amuse”’ mysclf bv rf.aking a sketch of them from the
gurde of one of the Louses in the valley Lelow.

The town is principzily inhabited by bakers, as the name denotes.
The bread made in this place, whence the city of Seville is princi-
pally supplic(], is tue whitest and best tasted I have ever met with.
The'weight of thg bread is fixed, but the price is left to be agreed
upon between the buyer and seller, which in the bread-market of
Secville produces numberless squabbles. The hills which surround
this town are filled with numerous springs of the purest water,
which, after supplying the inhabitants; are collected into the aque-
duct, by which #t is conveyed to Seville. The ficlds about the
town afford very good crops of wheat, but they are much intermixed
with olive grees, which yicld fruit of a larger size than in any ather
part of Spain.
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I went forward, over very bad roads, to Gondul, a village which
gives the title of Mafquis to the owner of it, who possesses what is
‘here called a palace. The mansion is good ; but the whole of the
furniture, excepting the pictures, is of less value than the utensils in
your kitchen. Some delightful springs of transparent water gush
from the rock, and turn a paper-mill, whence it is distributed by
numerous canals through a garden abounding in every vegetable
luxury; orange, lemon, lime, and pomegranate trees, covered with
fruit, at once afford a delightful odour, and gratify the sight. Thcre
is a fine prospect towards Ronda, the mountains of which are dis-
tinctly seen, though at the distance of eighty miles.

About three days ago some “rain fell, and the country which
before was a barren sand, is, in consequence, now covered with new

grass, and has a verdure like our English ficlds in May.
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LETTER XIX. :

14

e ‘

CONVENT OF THE caaquﬂw&-—xrs rrcwu&—mmrmcs OF ZUBARAN —
CONVENT OF ST. HIERONYMO =~ ANECDOTE OF TORRIGIANO —— CAPUCHINS=—
THEIR LIBRARY — HOSPITAL. DE LA SANGRE,

SEVILLE, OCT. 1809.

A FEW ‘days ago, I weﬁt, with a small party, to see the
convent of the Carthusians. It is situated on the banks of the
Guadalquivir, above the city, and we found a boat the cheapest and
most agreeable conveyance. The:convent is a fine building, and the
interior is sumptuously decorated;.m‘;f

The Monks, who are all descended from good families, live with
frugality, or rather ‘austerity, and never léa}ve‘the convent after they
have taken the vows. They are not permitted to converse, except
with cach other, and they are allowed only an hour’s conversation
twice in a week; but if I may judge from the rubicund faces and portly
ﬁgurés of the -superiors, when they arrive at the higher stations,
they indulge privately in luxuries beyond the limits of their vows.
It is easy to conceive that, that fanaticism which can induce gentle-
men fo ent&Finto this order, and to endure its severities during the
year of their noviciate, may, after a time, cease; that the fervour of

devotion may subside ; that somc embers of the feelings and habits
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of past life may.be rekindled; and that, after they have begun to
-languish in their piety, they may fall from the grace of celibacy, or
exchange their fasts and penances for a luxurious table, generous
wines, and an affectionate mistress.

We found the prior a good-tempered friendly man; he expressed
much regard for Englishmen, but lamented the wickedness and sen-
suality of Henry the Eighth, whose unruly passions, he said, had
caused that change of religion so unfortunate for our country. I
cannot help remarking in this place, that there is a material difference
Betwéen the Catholics and Protestants, in the n'lode of treating cach
other on religious subjects. The former generally speak of our religion
with a sigh: we too frequently speak of theirs with a sncer. I am
afraid something of this kind escaped me, or my younger compa-
nions, as his officious kindness evidently ceased after his remark on
Henry the Eighth; and though he bchaved with politeness, it was
ceremonious, and obviously constrained.

The church is very splendid, and elegant]y adorned with holy
utensils of gold and silver, with some good pictures and statues, and
a remarkably finc organ. Among the pictures is the head of John
the Baptist and a Salvator Mun('ﬁ, by Murillo; a St. Peter by
Morales, called by way of distinction (as there were several painters
of that name) the divine Morales; and, what pleased me more than
any others, some fine pieces of Zubaran, an artist whose works are
highly valued in Spain, though they are scarcely known in any other
part of Lurope. There are three of his productions in I sacristry of
this church, with figures as large as hife. The subject of onec is,

St. Bruno conversing witn Pope Urban the Second: the saint is
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seated ; his countenance has the éxpression of benevolence, and that
of the Pope of piety and submission. The suliject of another picture
is St. Hugh in the refectory of this convent, eating with the monks ;
and a third represents our Saviour on foot, conversing with some
Carthusians :* there is nothing in the stories, but the artist has con-
trived to make them interesting. Zubaran’s manner somewhat re-:
sembles that of Caravaggio; his outlines are correct, and his com-
positions simple; they contain only a few ﬁgures, which are arrangved
in grave and natural attitudes.

I have always had a curiosity to see the collections of books -in:
these repositories of idle devotion, but what I saw here were of no-
greater value than those in convents less richly endowed. The'
Carthusians are the richest order in Spain, and the estates of this
convent are very extensive and valuable ; their revenunes are all
appropriuted to determinate purposes, one portifm for subsistence,
another for the rcpairs. and decoration of the church, and others for
the relief of the poor, &ec. all of which being badly administered, the
society.' is considerably involved. The;y cultivate _some large farms,
and-have in th;:ir barns and outhouses a gofad‘stock of corn, straw,
and oil, as well as homses, cows, and mulés, which the government
have lately found very beneficial ; for, in the present exigencies of the
country, the property of these ‘religious houses has not been exempted
from contributions. They have a fine garden, and a summer-house
overlooking the river. The consymption of wax for candles is so
considerabley#hat they have in this garden all the necessary conve-

nicnces for bleaéhing a
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We entered the hoat, after viewing the convent, and ascended
“the river till we reached the convent of St. Hieronymo de buena
vista on the opposite shore. The different landing places on the river,
‘and the buildings on its banks, arc of Moorish construction, or at
‘least in the Moorish style, and resemble those which you have seen
“in’ Mr. Daniel’s or Mr. Salt’s views on the banks of the Ganges.
The principal inducement to visit St. Hierohymo is the fine prospect
from the top of the building, from which the name of the convent
hﬂs;-'re‘oéi'ved the adjunct of buena vista.
The clearness of the atmosphere enabled us to see objects at a
“great distance, with a distinctness that surprised us. The city of
Carmona, six leagues, or twenty:two miles distant, appeared quite
close ; the mountains of Ronda, seventy miles from us, were visible
‘to the east, and the Sierra-Morena at nedrly the same distance to the
North-west : the mtermedxate space was covered principally with olive-
trees, the verdant appearance of which enriched the scene. The city
of Seville, with its numerous towers and magnificent buildings, the
Guadalquivir flowing through ‘it into the valley below, the large
villages and numerous convents on the declivities of the hills, and the
whole bounded by lofty mountains at a distance, presented one of the
most charming landscapes I ever beheld.

This monastery furnishes a good specimen of architecture, especially
the cloister, which is constructed of Doric pillars, supporting a gallery,
‘on which the roof is sustained by pillars of the Ionic order. In the
church there is a statue of clay, highly valued by all coir ~isseurs, the

work of. Torregiano, a native of Florence, who came to Seville in
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1520 ; his skill recommended him to the Duke of Arcos, who em-
ployed him in making an exact copy of this statue: when it was
finished, the Duke paid him in maravedis, and the quantity was so
great, that two mep were required to carry it to his lodgings. The
artist rejoiced in this liberal payment, as he supposed it; but on
opening the bags, and‘ascert_aining that they contained copper, and
not silver, and that the value was trifling, he became furious,
ran to the palace of the Duke, and, before his face, broke the
statue in pieces. The figure being an image of our Saviour, he was
accused of heresy, and consigned to the inquisition ; and that trib;inal
sentenced him to a severe castigation, which the indignant artist
-escaped, by starving himself to death within the prison, before the
period for executing the sentence arrived.

The statue is colossal, and executed with such skill that it is
valued above every other in Spain, and some good judges have not
hesitated to declare it the best in the world. Tt rests on one knee,
with the othér foot on thé ground ;. the head, the muscles, and the
dral;ery are admirably executed; but it is placed in a dark niche,
where it is by no means seen to advantage. "In one of the chapels
there is a good picture of tht Concepﬁon by Murillo, and some
paintings by Juan de Valdes; there is likewise one by Varila, repre-
senting the Deity, a subject'whiéh ought never to be attempted.

I am afraid you will be fatigued with the accounts of monasteries,
and therefore I shall only describe one more ; that of the Capuchins,
who, unkks#the Carthusians, make vows of pefpetual poverty, and
conséquently possess no_property. The building is extensive, and
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contains about seventy-monks and eight or ten noviciates ; they were
at dinner in the refectory when we entered; each had his separate
portion, and, as soon as he had eaten it, prostrated himself on the
ground to perform some devotion, and then retired to a small chapel
adjoining, where other prayers were silently repeated before an altar,
after which he retired to his cell to sleep. They have a good garden
adjoining the convent, which supplies the fraternity with vegetables;
whatever clse they want is supplied by donations from the faithful,
or by the alms which are obtained by begging.

This convent possesses the largest library I have yet seen, but the
books are no better than usual; they consist of lives of saints,
histories of councils, homilies, and sermons; nothing on science or
history, or on any subject that can cnlarge the understanding, is to be
found among them ; there were, indeed, two cases locked, which we
were told contained prohibited books ; but the friar who attended us,
not having arrived at that state of grace which:permitt_ed him to rcad
such books, could give us no account of their contents. The friars
expressed the same animosity agninst the French which we have found
uniformly to prevail aliii)ng' the whole body of the ecclesiastics’; it
is however evident, that their animosity arises tnore from the dread
lest their superstitious practices should be abolished, and their orders
dissolved, than from any attachment they feel to the cause of liberty;
whatever tum, however, the affairs of the peninsula may take, I have
no doubt that their doom will speedily be sealed, for they cannot dis-
cover greater animesity towards the French. tﬁt’m all ~viituous and

patnotlc Spaniards feel towards the mhabltants of these recep’lacles of
- 1dleness, ignorance, and hypocrisy.
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The church of the Capuchins contains some very good paintings,
and more by Maurillo than are to be found in any other church in
Seville; but as the subjects are uninteresting to a Protestant, I-did
not pay much attention to them. Zubafan has also contributed
greatly to the ornament of -this church, more especially by a series of
paintings representing-the life of St. Jl(’)seph and the Virgin.

The Hospital de la Sangre is near the convent of the Capuchins;
it is one of the finest specimens of the architecture of the sixteenth
century ; but, instead of being used for its original purpose “the
reception of the sick, it is now appropriated to the army, and used
for barracks. We were deliglited with viewing the exterior, but had
no inclination to endure the diégust whiéh we were assured the lth of

the interior would produce. .
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LETTER XX.

ARRIVAL OF LORD WELLINGTON = SANTI PONCE == ROMAN ANTIQUITIES —
NUNS IN THE CONVENT OF ST. LEANDRO — CONVERSATION WITH THEM
~— ANECDOTE.

SEVILLE, Nov. 1809.

IF 1 did not fear tiring you with accounts of religious rites,
and religious pr&éessions, I might perhaps describe two ceremonies
which have been celebrated here during the last days of October;
which were decmed of sufficient importance to draw the Cardinal
Bourbon from Santa Maria to this city, to assist in their cclebration.
The whole was really so contemptib]e,‘thaf excep‘éing the Coup
d’Oeil of the illuminated-cathedral, nothing was worth seeing nor
describing. The arrival of Lord Wellington was to me an event of
much greater interest : he was recéived in Seville with that warmth
of applause which his conduct truly merits; an applause that was
felt by his countrymen as 4 tribute paid to England through one of
the first of its military heroes. The suburb of Triana, through which
his Lordship passed, the‘?’f;vbridge, the ‘Alameyda, and Puerto Xeres,
were crouded with people, whose acclamations weiz. ~nswered by
salutes of cannon from the batteries, and by feux de joie from the
‘troops of the garrison.
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As we waited at Santi Ponce some time before the arrival of his
Lordship, we spent it in seeing the monuments of Roman antiquity
at the antient Italica; for this is probably the spot on which the
city celebrated as the birth-place of the Emperor Trajan stood. Thc
remains of Roman magnificence still visible, prove that it was a
place of considerable importance. The amphitheatre is in ruins;
but sufficient still exists to enable us to asgertain its dimensions, and
judge of its original construction. The foundation is formed of Ro-
man brick, which still continues perfect. The bench& which are
of stone, consist of ten rows, placed one over the other: they are
quite entire in many parts, with a staircase in the middle of each
tier of scats. They are built on arches, and the passages for admit-
ting the spectators and exhibitors, on one side, are ¥n good preserva-
tion. I calculated that it would conveniently contain about ten thou-
sand spectators. It has suffered more from the effects of an earth-
quake than from the lapse of time : the part, however, still left is so
perfect, that we may form-as good an idea of its original state, as if
no such devastation, had befallen it. The ruins of this antient city
are. scattered over the fields near the amphitheatre, and coins and
inscriptions are found in abundance. A beavtiful tesselated pave-
ment has been discovered in this place : the figures upon it represent
the Muses and the signs of the Zodiact the outlines of the figures
are very correct, and the colours quite fresh and brilliant.

From the inspection of Roman anthmtles we adjourned to the
convent of St~Hicronymo, where, being joined by General Doyle
and Luptagu Sydenham, the hospitable prior provided a liberal re-
freshment, and some of the best wines the monastery afforded. In
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the church of the monastery there are some fine statues of their patron
St. Hieronymo, of St. John the Baptist, and of St. John the Evan-
gelist, by Martinez, a sculptor of great cclebrity, who exccuted
many highly valued works, in this city and its vicinity, about the
year 1640. After our return from Santi Ponce the Marquis Wel-
lesley gave an entertainment to which most of the English in
Seville were invited.

In the convent of St. Leandro there are two English nuns, to
whom . I l#ve paid several visits. In a small apartment within
the quadrangle of the convent, I was permitted to converse with
them through a grate in one of the adjoining rooms. The first who
entered was an elderly lady, of a commanding figure ; she was at-
tended by a beautiful girl, about sixteen, who I found was a pen-
sioner in the house. The dress of the nun was entirely black, with
a white veil, and she appeared to be nearly sixty. She informed me
that she was a native of London, and recollected that about the time
she left it a new bridge, probably Blackfx‘iars,‘ was bu‘ilding. After
a short time the other English nun entered the.cell : she appeared
about thirty, and was Whessed in a similar manner. Both ladies
spoke English tolerably well, but were occasionally at a loss for par-
ticular words. The novelty of the situation, and the good manners
of the clder lady, to say nothing of the beauty of the younger one,
created an interest which, perhaps, neither their conversation nor
anderstanding  would hgve otherwise produced. They appearced
pleased to see their countrymen, but remembered very Ytle of the
country which gave them birth. The clder lady’s name is Saumarez ;

and she said the gallant admiral of that name was her relation, but
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she did not know in what degree. " The younger, Mary Ridgeway,
had no recollection of any relations or friends in England, having
resided in this city ever since she was six years old. 5

The ladics expressed the usual hatred to.Buonaparte. They asked
if it was true, that he was in bad hecalth. I replied, I believed he
was well ; but that I wished he was in heaven. The eldest nun
shook her head, and piously suid, she believed he would never go
there. I intimated that he might receive the grace of repentance :
she thought it too much to hope for, after the evil he had done to
Religion. We learnt that there were thirty-six in the house, who
had taken the veil, besides boarders and servants, amounting in the
wholc to about one hundred females. Their employments are nee-
dlework, making artificial flowers, praying, and instructing young
women sent there as pensioners, of whom the eldest of the English
nuns had six under her care. As the allowance of the convent is
inconsiderable, I understood a pecuniary gift would not be deemed
an affront, and it was 'convéyed to them by means of a turning cup-
board, placed in the double-grated window.: No one, except a physi-
c¢ian, can have admission within the house, 1ér can any one converse
with the ladies otherwise than through the grates. The same regu-
lations prevail in all other convents of nuns; and I suspect the tales
we have heard of intrigues inssuch place$ are mere fictions.

I have since learnt the history of the younger recluse from some
of the families who have patronised her. Her father was a merchant
in London, apd having been unfortunate in commerce, embarked
with hts wife and this only child for the East Indies. The ship in
which they sailed was one of that large flegt which, towards the close
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of the American war, ‘was captured by the combined fleets of France
and -Spain. They were carried into Cadiz, and thence removed to
this city, where the father was detained a prisoner, on his parole,
and died shortly after his arrival. The mother maintained herself
and her orphan daughter for a short period, when she followed her
husband to the grave.

The piety of the good:Catholics was exerted to save this offspring
of heresy from everlasting perdition; and a subscription was set on
foot to defray the expence of placing her in a convent. Being young,
and perhaps slightly instructed in the principles of her own Religion,
she became a convert to that of her benefactors, and had her mind so
strongly impressed, even with its fanaticism, that when she visited,
during the recess, the only Protestant family in the city, she felt
unhappy at her removal from those scenes, and those associates,
which her enthusiastic imagination represented as essential to her
future felicity. She enjoyed none of the amusements of her youth-
ful companions ; and though offered a wsubsistence by the worthy
family in which she passed her vacations, she sighed to return to
the convent, that sh€ “might give full vent to her pious feel-
ings by prayer and meditation. Asxter the due probation, she took
the vows and the veil; and now perhaps, when the ardour of youth-
ful enthusiasin has abated, can only feelreconciled to her lot by know-
ing it to be inevitable. -

A_’,7‘"

g

€5 that of those who become nuns, much

. T have reason to thir}
the larger proportion enter the state from feelings~gf enthusiasm,
rather than from the compulsmn of their relatives ; though it is
estcemed very honourable to a family to-have one of the females de-

dicated to Religion.
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By the law of this country, a female is permitted to marry a
Protestant husband, but a man is not allowed to marry a Protestant
wife. An English gentleman, a Protestant, was in love with a beau-
tiful young lady in this city ; she returned bis attachment, and there
was no obstacle to their union but the prejudices of some aged female
relatives, whose fortune the young lady expected to inherit: they
feared that if any of the offspring of this.marriage should feel in-
clined to devote themselves to God, the heresy of the father might
be a bar to their reception in a convent. Trifling as this difficulty
may appear to us, it was an obstacle not to be surmounted; and the
consent of the family was only obtained by the gentleman’s gal-
lantly sacrificing his religion to his love. He became a Catholic and
a husband ; and his daughters may hereafter be indulged in the pri~
vilege of dedicating themselves to a life of celibacy and devotion..
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LETTER XXI

TERTULLA.AQF COUNTESS VILLAMANRIQUE —~MATTEROSO~~—ARGUILLES— STATE
OF MANI;IERS —— MARCHIONESS CALZADO’S PARTY — SOCIETY OF ANGULO —
PADRE CEPERO —— CAPMANY — PADRE BLANCO.

SEVILLE, NOV. 1809.

I HAVE been so much pleased with the agreeable round of
acquaintance to which I have been introduced by my friend General
Virues and his amiable lady, that I think it will afford you some
entertainment, if I devote the following letter to the description of
societies from which I have derived considerable pleasure, and much
insight into the general state of the higher orders of the community
in Spain. ‘ o

The Tertulla of the Countess Vlllamnnnque is the most crouded
of any in Seville, and is.more frequented, by the English, than any
other. It is in fact, & gaming house, where a bank is kept by. the
old lady, in partnership with the Marquis Ensenada, and consider-
able sums are won and lost at it daily. The male visitors consist
chiefly of officers of the army,"’“‘%vho might be infinitely better em-
ployed with the troops n} La Mancha, than in the dissipation of
“this capital. Neither mit
ings: but there are some mtelhgent persons genera;w company,
who never enter into the spirit of the play table, and enjoy eonver-
sation in another apartment.

sic nor dancmg is allowed at their mecet-
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At this assembly I frequently meet Count Materoso, who so
spiritedly embarked, in an open boat, at Gijhon to convey to England
the first intclligence of the revolution in the Asturias. His frxend
Arguilles, generally also makes one of the company in the evenmg,
and by his good sense, and amiable manners, adds greatly to the
pleasure of the party. Arguilles is of a very antient family in
Oviedo: he has seen and studied mankin(.l in various countries, and
made accurate observations on their customs, laws, and manners.
He passed some time in England, where he increased his love of
freedom, and his detestation of the intolerance, superstition, and
tyranny, of the old government of Spain; and justly complains,
that the Junta have hitherto attempted nothing to remedy the ex-
isting evils.

His hatred of the French has been increased by their cruel
treatment of his family: and by his manly spirit and compre-
hensive mind, he is well calculated to serve the best interests of his
country. Like all the ahlest men in Spaiil, he i1s anxious for the
convacation of the Cortes, and is now officiating without salary, as
secretary to a ,t:om'miftee, appointed for the purpose of regulating
the number of deputies, the places from which they are to be sent,
the mode of election, and the formalities to be observed in that ex-
pected assembly of the Spanish nation., The researches of the com-
mittee into the antient records have been. Yery diligent; and, in ad-
dition to the precedents collected they. Bp‘be invited, to the investi-
gation of the subject, many of the most intelligent public bodies in
the lu,ngdom With all this appearance of preparation, it is gene-
rally believed that the Junta will do all in their power to prevent the



142 LETTERS FROM SPAIN.

Cortes from assembling. They know that, as soon as the convoca-
tion takes place, their power will be annihilated ; and they feel un-
willing to return to that obscurity from which nature never designed
them to emerge.

I must do justice, however, to some individuals of this body, who
are known to be very sincere in their endeavours to assemble the
representatives of the nation. Jovellanos is one of this number,
and I believe Don Martin Garay, who gave as a toast, when we
were dining at Lord Wellesley’s on the anniversary of the King’s
accession,  a speedy assembling of the Cortes of Spain.” As Don
Martin appears a man of little fincsse, I believe that he was sincere
in the sentiment, and not merely flattering ms noble host, who is
known to have urged the measure very strongly.

The ladies at the house of the Countess seldom engage at the
card table, but form small parties for conversation; and do not ap-
pear to be at all discomposed by the tobacco smoke puffed in their
faces from the segaré of the men. There.is a oarsenéss of manners
among the higher ranks very visible in these parties, and language
sometimes:passes whichsin other countries would lead to serious con-
sequences. To call a man a liar, oreven to take him by the nose,
would not here produce a duel, nor perhaps be thought of the next
day ; the point of honour is, not obseryed, and there is in conse-
quence none of that delicate sensibility which characterises gen-
tlemen in England Abstractedly e%nsndered the appeal to single
combat cannot be justified ; but when all the clrcumst;[lces of society
are considered, it is probable that more benefit than ev11 may« have
arisen from the practice. . We owe to it in England much of that
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gentlemauly feeling' which neither gives, nor will receive an insult,
and that regulation of the passions and temper which, next to intel-
lect, is the best charm of good society. I cannot also but think, that
the practice of duelling has had a tendency to prevent assassination,
by putting even the horrid passion of revenge under the regulation of
the laws of honour.

General Virues has introduced me to the house of the Marchioness
Calzado, where the play is for smaller sums, and where the com-
pany are . gratified with music and patriotic songs. This lady is the
daughter of Don Antonio de Ulloa, one of those Spaniards who were
occupied, jointly with some French mathematicians, in measuring a
degree of longitude at the equator, in order to determine the figure
of the earth, in the years 1740, 1741, and 1742. After constructing
triangles on the high mountains of Peru, the party separated, mutu-
ally disgnsted; Condamine retusned to Europe, by descending the
river Amazon, which'crosses the whole continent of South America ;
while Ulloa f)assed through Peru and Chili. - He has given the
world, in the account of that voyage, and.in his ¢ noticias Ameri-
canas,” more information respecting those qarts of the globe, than is
to be found in the weorks of any other author. The Marchioness is
a charming woman, and is universally esteemed ; her society is more
sclect than Villamanriques; but here too the men smoke, and
the only lady I have seen indulging in that practice was at this
house : this is so common with'-‘?t.he men that ‘it ceases to be dis-
gusting, but I-#annot reconcile myself to a segar in the mouth of a
woman, and I believe it is a very uncommon sight, even in_this
country.
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1 meet at the house of Angulo, an advocate of eminence where
.General Virues resides, a party of a different -description, chiefly
composed of persons who have ‘escaped from Madrid ; and as those
who arrive daily, naturally associate with their former friends, the
latest information from that city is to be acquired here. All who
have recc"ﬁi:ly left that capital give shocking accounts of the conduct
of the Trench and the scvere sufferings of the Madrilenos. The
public places are deserted, and the theatre and the Paseos left to the
French officers. No lady ventures out of her house, and few men,
who walk in the streets, are bold enough to recognize or speak to any
of their acquaintance whom they may chance to meet ; the houses
of the nobility are sti‘ipped of the plate; and the furniture, from the
want of purchasers, is consumed for firing, or is wantonly destroyed.
The tradesmen are starving, and the clergy turned out to beg where
no one has any thing to bestow. A gentleman whom I met in this
house had recently escaped from Madrid ; he held an employment in
the office of the secretary of state, and; when the French entered
Madrid, was compelled to execute its duties for the usurper. He
says, that the deepest rtvenge is the marked expression of every
countenance in Madrid ; that the ‘inhabitants have secreted arms;
that privafte signals of conspiracy exist; and that, at some
future period, a second Sivilian vespers will be perpetrated. At
the house of Angulo, cards are never introduced ; the young ladies
are musical ; one of them plays q&ij?imbly on the violin, an instru-
ment not common for ladies, and the others on “the piano forte:
patriotic songs are sung in chorus, and sometimes the fandango is

danced ; which amusements, mingled with Jagreeable convex:sation,
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and moonlight walks in a delightful garden, render the evenings in
this society the pleasantest in Seville.

We have some other agreeable societies in thls city, which are
rendered particularly so by the ease that prewvails after the first intro-
duction : but the only society of a literary kind is at the house of a
priest in the cathedral. Padre Cepero is a clergyman of the Sagrario,
a very spirited, liberal, and ilitelligent man ; though a zealous
Catholic he is not intolerant, and despises much of the mummery
which is practised by his profession : his attention has not been
turned to divinity beyond his own church, of the infallibility of
which he never doubts, but he has studied history and political
economy, and has cultivated a taste for the fine arts: he is a most
determined patriot, and his house is the evening resort of sowme of
the most intelligent men in Seville.

I have met Capmany here frequently, who is a writer on political
subjects, and has published some learned and sensible works on several
subjects of commercial history, and on military and political economy.
Like all theoretic stgtesmen, many of his proposals for the ameliora-
tion.of his country are better on paper tharl they would prove in
practice; but he is a sensible and amiable man.

Padre Blanco, so well known throughout Spain as the author of
the patriotico seminario, frequently joins this circle. If there be a
priest without bigotry, a philosopher without vanity, or a politician
without prejudice, Padre Blanco:ﬂ.is. that man : whenever he is of the
party, he enlighifens it by his knowledge, and animates it by his
patriotism. Several other men of good talents resort hither, and it

U
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is l‘:y far the most intellectual of all the Tertullas in Seville. If any
of my former remarks on the Catholic Church have appeared severe,
I hope you will allow that at least I can do justice to those of its
clergy who merit praise,



ALETTERS FROM SPAIN. 149

LETTER XXIL

AGRICULTURE =— ESPARTO =— PITA == OPUNTIA == PALMITOS == OLIVES — OIL
MANUFACTORIES == WINES —= WHEAT ~= MODE OF IRRIGATION —= LIQUORICE
== POTATOES.

SEVILLE, Nov. 1809.

AS Iintend making a few observations on the agriculture of this
part of Spain, I shall 'begin with noticing some vegetable productions,
which are unknown with us, but which in this country greatly con-
tribute to the comfort and convenience of life. One plant called
Esparto, the Spanish broom (or spartium junceum of Linneus),
grows wild on the plain, and is made into a variety of articles for
common use: it is employed for making ropes and cables, and is
particularly calculated for *the latter purpose, as it swims on the
water, and the cablps formed of it are consequently not so liable to
rub against the 'rocks as those which are made of hemp. It is also
woven into floor-cloths and carpets, with which the cold stone, or
brick floors of the houses in this place are covered during the winter.
Baskets for all common purposes are made of it, and panniers for the
conveyance of different produce to market, or for the carrying of
manure to the fields. )

In fact, thete are upwards of forty different articles made from
this substance, which, as it demands no cultivation, ie very cheap,
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and" it requires but liftle labour to convert it to useful  purposes.
Pliny mentions this production as applied in his time to vatious uses,
for which in the present day substances better adapted are employed.
It was at that time used by the poor for beds, by the shepherds for
garments, and by the fishermen for nets ; but hemp and flax have
now superseded its use in the manufacture of those articles. An
attempt was made lately .to spin and weave it into cloth, and at first
it promised success, but was afterwards found ill adapted for that
purpose ; and notmthstandmg encouragement was given by govem-
ment, the whole scheme was relinquished.

Another plant of great importance in the husbandry of Spain is
the Aloe, called here Pita, which makes excellent fences at a very
trifling expence ; the sharpness of the leaves renders these hedges
impenetrable; and it is only necessary to stick the point of the leaves
in the ground, when, without farther care, they will soon grow up,
and afford secure protection ; endeavours have also been made to con-
vert the aloe into cloth, but the fibres being thick ard twisted, the
attempts have not succeeded. In some parts, however, where Esparto
is scarce, it is used for-ropes. Bowles, the best Spanish writer on
natural history, says, ¢ As it is well known that all those plants
which contain a quantity of tasteless mucilage, produce by ferment-
ation strong liquors ; and as,no vegetable produces a greater quantity
of that mucilage than the pita, it might be made into brandy, if
Wlne were not so Plentlful in Spam as to render such a process
unnecessary.”

The opuntia, or tuna, is likewise a plant very common in all this
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part of Spain; and though a native of America, it grows without
cultivation even in the clefts of rocks, where there is little or no soil.
Its flower resembles in shape the carnation, but has more leaves of
a deep red colour. The fruit which succceds the flower is not unlike
the common fig : it is covered by a thorny bark, but when this is re-
moved the interior is found to possess a good flavour, and in hot
weather is very cooling. It was accidenfally observed that some
pigs, belonging to a ‘dyer, which had fed upon the seeds of this
fruit, had their bones changed to a red colour; and an experiment
afterwards, instituted by the Academy of Sciences at Paris, con-
firmed this fact, which at first appeared so extraordinary.

In the plains near Seville a very great quantity of the palmito (the
chimeerops humilis of Linnzus) is grown; and as almost the whole
of Andalusia is supplied from this neighbourhood with brushes of
various kinds made from this plant, it may be considered of great
importance. ‘ )

From the 'frequent mention I have made of olive trees, you will
naturhlly conclude that the quantity of the Truit produced is very
congiderable : a'great part is eaten in the grude state, or is preserved
in salted water, but the larger portion is made mto oil, which in
Spain answers the purpose of butter. The oil of Spain, however,
is much less pure than that,of Francé and Italy, though the fruit,
from which it is made, is greatly superior. This infegiorifj arises
principally from the length of time the olives are kept, piled in heaps,
before they are ground, whence, in this warm country, they ferment
and become in some degree putrid.
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The right of possessing-an olive mill is a feudal privilege belong-
ing to the lords of particular manors, and to such mills all the olives
grown in the district, often a very extensive one, are obliged to be
carried. Here they remain in heaps, waiting their turn to be ground,
from October and November, when they are gathered, till the month
of January, and sometimes February, and consequently become
rancid, to the great detriment both of the colour and the flavour of
the oil. The stones of the olive produce some oil, which is equally
transparent with that of the pulp, but of a more acrid flavour ; and
as the farmers are anxious to produce as large a quantity as they
can, the two kinds are mixed, by which means the whole becomes
tainted. |

The oil is kept in large jars, sunk in the ground, so as to pre-
serve it in an equable temperature, and prevent its suffering from the
extremes of heat and cold. The proprictors take, from the top of
cach jar, the clearest of the oil for the use of the table: the residue
is appropriated to different purposes, and is uséd by thé poor to light
their habitations. Though the quantity of oil made here is' very
great, a small portion-only is exported. The principal part of that
which exceeds the immediate consumption wag formerly sent to the
Castiles, and other parts of the north of Spain: but though the war
has closed that vent for this commodity, and the harvest has been
most abundant, yet the price is still too high to admit of its being
exported to England.

‘The wine made in this vicinity is very inconsiderakle in quantity,
and is of a bad quality. The greater part consumed in this ity is
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brought from Xeres, but some, which comes from La Mancha, is a
strong red wine, similar to Valdepeiias, and being brought in skins
has the flavour of the tar with which the scams of the skins are
closed. .

A large quantity of wheat and barley is grown in this district,
but no oats. The wheat is small grained, which is probably owing
to not changing the seed sufficiently often. The barley is very good,
and when mixed with straw, constitutes almost the only food used for
horses and mules. No hay is made in Spain, but in every farm-yard
there are large stacks of straw, broken in the operation of treading
out the grain, which at a little distance have the appearance of the
wheat-ricks in an English farmer’s barn-yard. The grain is sepa-
rated from the chaff and the straw on the field where it is grown.
A threshing-floor, paved with large pebbles, receives the corn, and a
number of unbroken mares are diiven over it, in a circle, by a man
standing in the centre, who holds a long rein fastened to each mare.
The trampling, in the dry climate of Spain, is sufficient to scparate
the grain, which falls to the bottom, and to break the straw in pieces.
The: broken straw is then carried to the furm-yard, and preserved in
stacks ; and the grain is removea on the hacks of asses, in a species
of pu‘iilﬁer made of esparto, aud deposited in the granary.

I wished to ascertain how many bushels of wheat formed the
average crop per acre; but I could gain no information upon this
subject upon which I can depend : I could not even learn any thing
of the.mode of measuring land, so as to form any calculation of its

fertility. There are two terms of mensuration employed in this part
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of the country, the fanega and the aranzada: the former is derived
from the fanega (a dry measure, which is equal to two of our
bushels), and which, when applied to land, relates to the quantity
requiring a fanega of wheat to sow it; the other is applied to as
much land as two oxen are capable of ploughing in onc day. This
uncertainty in the measure of land is a striking proof of its small
value in this country. -

Onions, garlic, melons, pumpkins, and cucumbers, are culti-
vated in large quantities, and form some of the most important arti-
cles of human subsistence. They are grown in gardens, in the
irrigation of which they use a mill, of Arabic origin, from which
our chain pump is evidently derived : it is called a Noria: a vertical
wheel over a well, has a series of carthen jars, fastened together by
cords of esparto, which descend into the water, and fill themselves
by the motion of the wheel : they risc to the surface, and then, by
the same motion, empty themselves into a tr:ough, f,rom which the
water is conveyed by trenches into the different parts of the garden
or ficld. The \'ort‘icz;{ wleel is put in motion by an horizontal one,
which is turned by a cow.  No machine can be more simple; or,
in a dry couniry where the wells ®are far below the surface, more
beneficial.

Liquorice was formerly' cultivated<here to a considerable extent,
but the quantity of late has been much dimimshed ; it requires a
great deul of labour to gather the root and extract the juice ; and
the price of lubour, occasioned by the demand of men tor the srmies,

has caused several houses employed in the preparation of this'article
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to be shut up. The plant grows in great abundance near St. Juan
de Alfarache, but only a small quantity at present is manufactured.
Potatoes are grown, but not in large quantities, nor are they so good
as in England. The Irish merchants, settled in Andalusia, import for
their own use, and that of their friends, considerable quantities from
Ircland. The sweet potatoe is very cominon, as well as turnips, car-
rots, cabbages, ‘and broccoli, the last of which is remarkably good.
Celery grows to an enormous size, but the flavour is inferior to that

produced in our gardens.
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LETTER XXII

COWS —— HORSES — MULES — ASSES——=SHEKP — MODE O1'" CLEANING WOOL ~—
FLOCKS OF MERINO SHEEP — ACCOUNT OF TIEIR MIGRATIONS — METHOD

OF REARING THEM.
*

SEVILLE, NOV. 1809.

Tue Spanish cows are of an.excellent race, are small in
size, and of great beauty ; they more nearly resemble our best De-
voushire breed than any others I have seen, being nearly of the same
size, and marked in a similar manner : they are sometimes used for
ploughing, and also; though rarcly, for drawing carts. In the
winter, when grass is abundant, they become fat, and at this sea-
son the meat is good,. Their milk is not much value;d, nor indced
are therc any dairies,} as the milk of goats is in common use both
here and at Cadiz. ,

The horses of Andalusia arce very highly valucd they are deep
chested, rather short backed, and heavy about the legs; they have
generally a good shoulder, and being taught the menage, have a
magnificent appearance. It is a general opinion in Spain, that the
race of horses has degenerated, and that the number has consider-
ably diminished of late years. In the year 1784 much pains was
taken to calculate the number, and they were then estimated at about
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eighty thousand, of which twenty-six thousand were supposed to be
in Andalusia. It is not at present belicved that they amount to
two-thirds of that mimber; the writers upon this subject, especially
Don Pedro Pablo Pomar, attribute this decline of horses to the pre-
vailipg custom of employing mules; to remedy which, a law was
made, in the reign of Philip II. forbidding their use in coaches ; but
this law has become obsoletc, and the mules not being productive
animals, has a farther tendency to lessen the number of horses.
The scarcity of horses for the army is very much felt, and the regi-
ments of dragoons .that I have seen are most miserably mounted.
The artillery is drawn by mules, and indeed they seem to be preferred
for almost every purpose. In summer, the mules are frequently shorn
quite close; and for some reason, which I could not learn, this
operation is never performed by the descendants of old Christians,
but by the gittaners or gipsies, who, though converts to the Catholic
Religion, are a dlstmct class, and easily distinguished by their com-
plexion and features. N

The asses in Spain are very large, and-are }the most useful of all
their beasts of burden. They carry heavy loads, require only the
coarsest sustenance, and are patient and long-lived : they are more
{requently rode by females than either horses or mules. The ladies
ride on them sideways, in a kind of chair, which is stuffed with
pillows, called hamugas; and as the step of this animal is sure,
the most timid rider feels.no apprehension of danger.

The sheep in this part are not numerous, but to the north there
are considerable flocks of fine wooled sheep, which do not migrate,
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and their fleeces are inferior only to those of the Merinos or Trashu-
‘manies.  Spain has been always celebrated for the quality and
abundance of its wool. Pliny relates, that in his time, Spanish cloths
were of an excellent texture, =ud mouch used in Rome. For many
centuries the raw materio] has heen transported to TFlanders for the
supply of the Flemish manufactories, which laid the foundation of
those of Lngland. ) N

The present war has changed the course of the commerce, for the
Merino wool, from Bilboa to this city.  Much of this wool is washed
m Fstremadura, and brought clean to this place; but a considerable
quantity is brought down in the dirty condition in which it is shorn
from the animal, and is washed here; that washed in Estremadura
is more highly estecmed than that which is cleaned near this city.
The operation 1s very simple : the wool is placed m brick or stone
troughs through which a stream «of warm water constantly runs,
and men continue trampling on it till the dust and grease are en-
tirely separated, when it is spread abroatl on ‘a pavcd court to dry ;
which object 1s soon (ﬂ'ccte(l in this warm climate.  The quantity of
sand and dust contracted is so great, that, in the process of washing,
the weight is diminished about three-fifths.

It is not supposed that the mcursions of the French have greatly
diminished the flocks, as the cnemy have been generally careful not
to destroy them. In many instances large flocks have passed, cither by
permission or connivance, from the parts occupiced by the French to
the countries under the Spanish government.  There have been great

changes and confiscations of the flocks; a considerable part of
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those, belonging to the Prince of Peace, have been captured and
sold by the Junta, and some of the Duke de Iufantado, whose
flocks produce the fincst fleeces, have in like manner been seized by
the French. .

These flocks produce but little benefit to the proprietors 5 the
wool being sold so low as six pence or eight pctice per pound : the
aroba, of tweuty-five pounds weight, is reduced to ten pounds by
washing, and it pays a duty on exportation of about eight pence per
pound, which produces a considerable revenue. The quantity usually
exported 1s ahout fm;ty thousand bags, weighing on an average two
hundred and fifty pounds cach.

The history of these sheep, and the laws and regulations by which
the flocks are governed, is so interesting, that 1 shall give you an
abstract of the best accounts of them that I have been able to obtain.
The Merino flocks travel cvery wear from the northern mountains
where they pdss the sumaners, to the nicher pastures and warmer
climate of the south of Spitin, particularly to La Mancha, Estrema-
dura, el Andalusiy. These flocks, mmmon]} called trashumantes,
amquit in the whole to about five millionsg of shccp. Fach flock is
composed of ten thousand, whicleare under the guidance of a superior
caiied the mayoral, @ man skilled i the nature of pastures, and in
the discases and modes of cusing the sheep.  This person has fifty
shepherds under his conmand, aud an equal number of dogs; each
shepherd is daily supplied with two pouuds of bread, and the same
quantity, though of a coarser kmd, 1s allowed to his dog. The wages
of the mayoral are commonly one hundred doubloons annually, and

he is besides provided with a horse.  The shepherds are of different
. I ¢ shiep
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plasges, and receive wages accordmg to their rank, varying from
forty to one huudred and fifty reals de vellon. The men are per-
mitted to keep goats, and an allotted"number of sheep: the wool,
however, becomes the property of the master, though the flesh of
the lambs, as well as the milk, is the perquisite of the men.

In April and October when they commence their journies, each
man is paid an addltlonal. gratuity of twelve reals.  The greater part
of these flocks: are in La Montana and Molina de Arragon in the
summer, and*in Estremadura and La Mancha in the winter. Molina
is to the castward of Estremadura and La Mancha ; and Montaiia is
to the north of those provinces, and is the m:)st elevated land in
Spain. Molina abounds in aromatic plants, but they are seldom
found in Montana. When the ﬂpgks arrive at the country in which
they are to pass the summer, they are allowed as much salt as they
will cat, and the quantity for the five summer months is about two
pounds and a half for each sheep The rock salt Ceal gem) is laid
on flat stones, and the, s}u;ep lick it as 'they pass from the fold to
their pastares; but wfeh ‘.they feed on a chalky qr limestonc soil, the
quantity of salt is either lessened or withheld : after licking the.salt
ﬂley are usually driven to an argilluceous soil,. where, having from
their previous regimen acquired a sharpness of appetite, they feed
with greater eagerness. The mayoral from habit is acquainted with
the nature of the different soils on which his flocks are grazed, and
proportions the allowance of salt‘to the greater or less quantity of
calcarcous matter they contain,

At the end of July the rams are placed with the ewes, ‘in the
proPQ;'tlons,gf six to ong hundred, and as soon as the latter are in
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lamb they are again scparated: Rams are ‘mote beneﬁclal to the
proprietors than ewesg for though their wool " is “notso ﬁne, they
produce heavier fleeces; those of the rams usua]ly weigh about eight
or nine pounds, and those of the ewes not mere than five ; the former
also are longer lived. In the middle of September the sheep arc
marked or rubbed over with ochre dissolved in watexf:‘ some contend
that this earth, by being-incorporated with the érease' of the wool,
forms a kind of varnish, which defends them from the..inclemency
of the weather ; others maintain that the weight of the ochre keeps
the wool short, and prevents it from becoming coarse ; others again
say that this carth acts as an absorbent, and receives part of the
perspiration, which, if it remained unchecked, would become too
anbundant, and render the wool coarse and harsh.

At the end of September the flocks commence their journcy to a
southern climate ; the route is regulated by immemorial laws and
usages ; the sheep pass leisurely through the pasture lands of the
townships, but as their way is sometimes over corn ficlds, the
cultivators arc obliged to leave a path about bigfﬁy yards wide, which
the focks are sometimes obliged to pass with great fatigue, in order
to arrive before night vn open pubture land; their journies at such
times are six or seven leagues, but at other times they seldom excecd
two leagues, which leaves time for feeding as they‘p'al;és along. The
Jjourney from Montaia to Estremadura is Pcrforméd in about*forty
days, and the distance is nearly ong hundred and fifty leagues..

The shepberds lead the flocks to the pastures in which they fed
during the preceding winter, and in which most of them were brought
forth; and such js the sagacity of the animals, that<f not conducted
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thither they would of themselves discover it, nor would it be casy for
their leaders to guide them to more remote districts. At night they
are placed within inclosures, formed by stakes driven into the ground
with ropes of esparto passing round themn, which prevent the sheep
from wandering, while the dogs watch around to keep the wolves
from molesting them. " The shepherds construct temporary huts
with sods and branches of trees, and for this purpbse, as well as to
afford them fuel, they are permitted to cut one branch from cach tree
as they pass along. In consequence of this permission, almost all
‘the trees near the pastures on which the Merinps feed are rotten and
hollow.

Soon after the sheep reach their winter quai‘ters, the ewes bring
forth their young, and at that time require the greatest attention :
those which are barren arc driven to the worst pasture; better food
is sclected for those which have lambs ; but the greatest attention is
paid .to those which bring the male lambs la,‘te in the season; for
these the very bhest pasture is allotted, in order that they may thrive
quickly, and he equklly strong with the more ‘early ones for their
approaching migration to'their northern pastures. In the month of
March several operations recuire the attention ‘of the shephérds; the
young rams have their tails cut about five inches from the root, that
they may retain less dirt; they are then marked on the nose with a
hot iron: their horns are cut that they may not injure each other,
and those intended for leaders of the flock are castrated.

JIn the month of April, they begin their route towards the north.
The sheep become restless as the time approaches, and must be

narrowly watched, lest they should escape the shepherds and enter
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on their march alone, for instances have frequently occurred of flocks
wandering from their guides, and in'occcdinw several leagues towards
the north, carly in the morning, before the shepherds 'were awake.
The shearing begins in the middle of May, if the weather be fine;
for, as the fleeces are piled in heaps, they are subjeet to ferment and
become rotten if shorn in humid weather : as a partial remedy for
this, the sheep are previously placed in covered buildings, suthciently
capacious to contain twenty thousand. The skin of these animnals is
so delicate, that if they become damp or cold after shearing it usuall y
kills them. Shearing cight ewes or five rams is considered a day’s
labour for cach man employed in the operation. The difference arises
as much from the greater quantity of wool on the rams, as from their
ficrceness and the difficulty of making them submit to the operation.

The sheep, to be shorn i the course of onc day, are inclosed ina
large court, whence they are driven to the sweating-place, a narrow
lane between two hcda;es, where they are crowded as close as p(ﬁelhlc
that tlw) may perspire profuscly, and thus by softening the wool,
make it more readily yicld to the shears, a*pregaution most necessary
with the rams, because their wool is stronger and more matted
together thau that of* the ewes. * As soon as they are shorn they are
driven 1o another inclosure, where they are marked; and those which
from age have lost their teeth, are separated to be sold for slaughter.
The healthy ones are turned out to feed if the weather be favourable ;
hut i’ not they are kept under coyer a short time, that they may be
gradually acaustomed to the external air.

These sheep prefer fine grass to the aromatic plants which abound
in Arragon, and disliking the wild thyme,. turn it carefully aside, with

v
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their noses, that it may not mix with the grass. The shepherds are
remarkably observant of every approaching change of weather; and,
when it begins to rain drive them quickly to covercd buildings ; in
which case the sheep, having no time to sclect their food as they
pass along, feed on herbs generally esteemed deleterious, such as
hemlock, wild poppy, and other noxious plants.

The shepherds do not permit the Merinos to leave the folds till
the sun has exhaled the dews of night; nor do they allow them to
drink from a brook or pond after it has hailed ; for they have found,
from experience, that feeding on dewy grass, or drinking dissolved
hail, would risk the loss of the whole flock. It is contended, that
the wool of the Andalusian sheep is inferior to the Merinos, solely
because they do not migrate, and that the wool of the Merinos
would become equally coarse if they were to remain stationary for a
few generations.  If this opinion be well founded, there can be little
hope gf success in the attempt lately made to introduce this breed in
England : we have, however, a sufficient number to try the experi-
ment, and ascertain the truth, or falschood of the general opinion of

Spaniards on this subject.
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LETTER XXIV.

TRADE—=LEATHER MANUFACTORY 2= SWORDS —.I‘L\Y()N EY5>==MUSKET-BALLS—

SILK LOOMS=—SHOPS—BOOKSELLERS—TAX OF ALCAVALA==ESCRIVANOS.

SEVILLE, Nov. 1809.

THE commerce of this city was formerly very considerable;
but owing to the little attention paid to the navigation of the river,
and the admission of Cadiz to a participation in the trade with the
Spanish scttlements in America, it has considerably diminished. The
Guadalquivir is not navigable, so high as Seville, for vesscls drawing
more than tep feet w;tter, and even these so frequently ground, that
it is necessary they should be constructed in a manner to prevent
their receiving injury from such an cvent.” Vessels of more than one
huhdred and fifty tons burden, load and dnload about eight miles be-
low the city, and thosc of grca.tcr capacity remain at St. Lucar, near
the mouth of the river.

The principal articles cxported dircet from this place ure wool.
goat and kid skins, liquorice, and a small quantity of oil. “Wool ix
merely an accidental article, which has taken this channel in conse-

quenice of the war, so that usually there can be but little foreign

trade from this port, the other subjects of export being too trifling to
-deserve notice: '
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This part of Andalusia contains every raw material necessary for
their domestic manufactures, cxcepﬁng iron, which is brought from
Bilboa in bars, or from England in hoops; the import trade is con-
scquently limited to those luxuries which are wanted only by the
few. There has always been a considerable conswmption of British
manufactures, which were usually supplied by the contraband traders
from Portugal; but since the intercourse has been opened, and
British cottons allowed to he legally entered, that consumption has
very much increased s but the superior advantages of the port of
Cadiz, and the ]:u'gcr :-'supp]y usuallyv mn store at that p];urc, makes the
retail traders resort thither, and consequently little is imported to
Seville, notwithstanding there are, as I have been informed, expedi-
ents for evading or lessening the duties in this custom-house, which
are not permitted at Cadiz.

There are few manufactories of consequence at Seville, excepting
one, on a very extensive scale, for preparing leather. It is conducted
by Mr. Wetherell, an Englishman who has been many vears scttled
in this city, under the patrouage of the Spanish court: wnd as he
possesses perseverance and integrity m a very high degree, he has
carried the establishment to a very considerable extent, and
the convent of St. Dicgo was granted him by the government
for the purpose of his manufactory.  Mr. Wetherell unites the va-
rious trades of tanner, curricr, feltmonger, saddler, l)oo.t-m:nkcr,
glover, cartouche-box and belt-maker, in which branches he con-
stantly employs about four hundred men. As he works ior the army,
he is allowed to protect forty men, under forty-five years of age, from

the conscription ; «he remerinder is composed either. of men above
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that age or of -foreigners : among the latter are some Germans, and
several Frenchmen, towards whom the animosity of the Spaniards is
so great, that they are only kept from violence by working in sepa-
rate apartments. .

Mr. Wetherell is a very liberal and benevolent man, and pays
his labourers high wages, which are spent not in liquor, as with us,
but in dress and finery for their Sunday and holiday promenade.
Such is the sobriety of these people, that though a cask of rum
stands constantly in the workshops, to which all may apply when
they please, no complaints of excess or drunkenness have ever been
made.  This manufactory produces weekly, eight hundred cured ox-
hides, and a proportionate quantity of the shins of horses, deer,
sheep, goats, lambs, and kids; some of which are sold in the form
of leather, but ‘the greater part are converted, within the manufuc-
tory, to the different articles for which they are caleulated.  Instead
of oak bark the inner bark of the cork tree is used in tanning, and
is found to answer the purp?mc : but, as it contains less of the tan-
nine property, about one-third more of it 1s requisite to cure the
Jeather. It 1s supplied from Palamonoss a river between Gibraltar
and Malaga, where the price 1. ahout scventy-five shillings per ton.

Though Mr. Wetherell 1s known to be a Protestant, and the only
one 1 Scville, he has passed ‘upwurds of twenty years there “vithout
any molestation on account of his religion, which may in some mea-
sure be ascribed to the excellence of his character, but which 1 think
also reflects some honour on the liberality of the Spanish people.

At a period like the present, it may be supposed that the prin-

cipal ohjects which engage the attentions 6f manwfacturers are those
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w}ﬁch are connected ‘with the busigess of war. In many parts of the
éity, workshops are established for making swords, bayoneté, musket-
balls, and other implements of hostility. The swords are very clum-
;sily made, but well tempered, and well poised ; those for the cavalry
.are longer than ougs, and somewhat heavier, and are quite straight.
There 1s no rcgular establishment for making muskets ; but at one
of the manufactories they make carbines, pistols, and locks for re-
pairing those muskets that require them. Their locks are of a dif-
ferent construction from ours ; the stroke of the flint on the steel is
more forcible, and the latter being grooved never misses fire ; but so
much force must be employed to pull the trigger, that I am per-
suaded the piece must be drawn, by the exertion, from the line in
which it is dirceted ; in fact, the difference between an English and
Spanish lock is as great as that between a common lock and a hair-
trigger. I have experienced this difference myself in the fowling-
picces, when I have been shooting, so that I could scarcely ever kill
the game. The Spanish muskets are longer in the barrel than the
English, but the bayonm£ is shorter; and as the wood they use is
very light, the whole picce is not heavier than ours. i
Seville was formerly celehrated for its manufactures of silk, and
a consulcmblc quantlty of thc raw materials was produced in this
nmghbourhood #*The city was surrounded with mulberry trees, and
the worms whichi fed on them are said to have employed ten thousand
looms. At presént ‘there arc not five hundred at work, and those
are principally supplied with silk from Granada and Valencia:  The
silks they make are very good, and though not so beautiful to the

eye as the English, “are much more durable : they -are not so well
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woven, nor so well finished, espeéiully the satins and velvets, but
arc preferred in America to those made in England, which have
more gum and less silk in their composition. Silk stockings are-
woven in sufficient quantities to answer the very considerable con-
sumption of the place.

Some woollen cloths, of an inferior kind, are made in this place ;
but from the want of machinery, and from the aukwarduess of the
mgn employed i the different (]ep:ll‘tlllel‘}ts, they are dearer than
those 1mported from pld ngland, and not so good. The same obscr-

vations apply to the, bombazeens, duroys, and camblets, of each of

which there are small manufactories.  They make good hats of the
fine wool of the Merino sheep, but they have not yet learnt to cover
them with the down of the beaver or the seal, so that they have not
the soft exterior of ours, nor are they so well dyed, but they are
more durable. .

The other manufaétures of this city are of little importance, and
indeed none of them arc of sufficient magnitude to descrve considera-
tion as objects of national wealth. The manufacturer’s deficiency of
capital forms the great impediment to their advancement; in conse-
quence none of the establishmefits are condueted on a scale suf-
ficiently large, to cnable them to adopt the necessary divisions and
subdivisions of labour, witheut which 1o manufactcry can flourish ;
besides which, persons possessing small capitals are constrained to
scll for ready money, and merchants who export to distant coun-
tries, must hiyve recourse for their supplies to those who can give
credit. ° Perhaps the flourishing export trade of Liverpool is more
ndebted for its extent to the large capitals emplpyed in the manu-
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{factories of the counties of Lancaster, York, and Stafford, than to any
'Vother circumstance.

The shops in Seville are wretched in their appearance, and very
ill 311pp]ied with almost-every article; indeed, the contrast between
them and those of England is strikingly obvious: however, in the
shops of omhrq‘,“iﬂerers, of gold and silver lace-makers, and in others
for church ornaments, there is no scarcity.

The shops at which glass, knives, forks, spoons, and other Ger-
man articles are sold, are mostly kept by natiye Germans, or their
descendants, who are distinguished by the pame of Bohemians.
They converse with cach other in the high Dutch language, are well
supplied with different articles of Nuremburg manufacture, and are
by far the most civil shopkeepers of Spain; in every part of which I
am told they are to be found.

The booksellers inhabit a street called Calle Genova, and are as
badly furnished as other traders. Most books of valug are printed in
Madrid; and, from the present state of the intercourse hetween the
two capitals, cannot be conveyed hither without incurring grc.zit risk.
The principal stock consists of old books of divinity, lives of
saints, dissertations on the antiquities of the country, and a very few
bad editions of the Latin classics. You will be surprised to be in-
formed, that m,@m city thé only map’ of Spain 1 could procure was,
a very bad one, published in London. I remarked in looking over
the catalogues of the different bogksellers, that I did not see a single
book in the Greek language ; a pretty convincing proof that the
knowledge of it in %hls countny must be at a very low ebb.

There 1s anmpednmcnt to all commerce, to all exchange of ne-
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cessaries in® Spain, so impolitic and oppressive that it is scarcely
credible ; and the only wonder is, that under such circumstances any
commerce should exist at all: I mean the tax called Alcavala, a duty
of six per cent. on the sale of property every time it changes owners.
The obvious effect of such a tax needs no comment ; but the conse-
quences of it are felt far bextad the mere payment of the money.
At each gate of this and other cities, bands of the lowest class of
revenue officers are “stationed with power to search the baggage,
and examine the peyson of every o;ﬁwho l)aéses: a power often
rigorously exercised, lowards those who do not give them a gratuity,
and therefore particularly oppressive to the lower orders of the com-
munity. To enforce this tax, the custom-house, or perhaps, ac-
cording to our English usage, the excise office requires every person
coming to the city, with any thing for sale, to make an entry, and
pay this as well as the municipal duties; and, in a similar manner,
any person making purchases within the city must take out a clear-
ance from the proper office. .Thus a peasant, bringing a load of me-
lons, onions, or garlick, must wait for the ;hspacho, as it is called ;

and when he purchases the necessaries which are requu‘ed for his
village consumption, he must again apply for a clearance before he

can return.  Thus their time is lost, and the officers of govern-
orrespondent to

ment multiplied, without producing a revenue at all

the expence. , v e 0 -
By some late regulations this practxce does not 'extex;d to com,
which i is now allowed to come in wnthout an) formdl entry, but meat
1s rngxdly subJected to it, as well as to other vegiatmus mterposxtxons
of authority. An ox brought to the clty for the ﬂbutcher must be first
Zz
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carried to the public slaughter-house, without the Puerto del Carne,
where it is killed by an authorised matador, and the hide, horns, and
hoofs are his fee. The duty of Alcavala, another called Millones,
and some municipal taxes, must be paid; and then a permit is issued,
allowing the mecat to be sold within the walls. These dutics on meat
amount to rather more than the origgpal price ; and therefore, though
oxen are cheap, meat is as dear in Seville as in London. These har-
rassing laws are so famihar, that they are quietly submitted to, as
well as another, of un equally vexatious natuye, which forbids any
person from passing through Spain without a passport, and subjects
those who travel to have it demanded at every town.

Having treated of the trade and manufaciures of this city, I must
just notice a profession which is here exercised in the public streets;
it is that of the escrivanos, who sit behind small tables, covered
with paper, stamps, pens, and ink, under the shade of some arches,
opposite the cathedral, ready to draw petitions, contracts, deeds,
processes, or other legal papers, which re(‘luire technical mnicety :
they are the attornies of Seville, and they prepare the initiatory pro-
ceedings in.the law courts, and put into cerrect language the wishes
of the memorialists to the different public offices.
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LETTER XXV.

JOURNEY FROM SEVILLE TO CADIZ — RECEPTION OF LORD WELLESLEY AND
LORD WELLINGTON~~BULL FIGHT AT ST. MAR\."S——SPANISH FONDNESS FOR

THIS DIVERSION.

CADIZ, Nov. 1809.

M Y journey f;'om Seville to this place has been very pleasant,
and tolerably expeditious. I made a long day’s journey from that
city to Xeres; and, in consequence of the rain, the country has an
appearance of verdure very different from that which it presented as
I passed over it before. .

I heard many accounts of the numerous bands of robbers which
infest the plai, and commit depredations on passengers, but saw
none of them. I was told by one person who had been robbed, that
the gang which attacked him consisted of fourteen men, whom he
believed to be deserters from the army.  They presented their mu.-
ker at him when ata good distence; and as he stopped, two of the
party edvanced, and took his moncy, while the others remained sta-
tonary, aud prepared to fire if he had made resistance.  From the ac-
counts, however, which I have received from various quarters, Iam
inclined to think that the relations of the depredations of these free-
booters are vm:y much cxaggerated, especially as I have not heard of

a smgle Englishman baving been attacked by them.
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I passed the evening at Xeres, at the hospitable mansion of Mr.
Johu Gordon, and got to St. Mary’s the next day at noon. In the
boat, in which I cmbarked to cross the bay, I met with a young Car-
melite friar, whose jolly countenance bespoke little mortification,
and whose conversation, with several females of the party, displayed
still less delicacy. When we reached the mouth -of the river he
commenced a prayer for a successful voyage, which he repeated
with great indifference and much volubility, and when it was over
continued his idle trifling with the women. ‘

The Marquis Wellesley and his brother Lo‘.d Wellington arrived
the day after me, and were received by the inhabitants with the
warmest gratulations. The streets being too narrow to display a pro-
cession to advantage, the people took the horses from the carriage at
the gate, lifted it on the platform of the ramparts, which surround
the city, and dragged it round the walls, to the house of Mr. Duff,
the British consul. The party was headed by the female warrior,
who so much distinguished herself at Spragossa, who led the popu-
lace, drest in her licutenant’s uniform.

In honour of Lord VVelhngton a bull- ﬁght was ekh)l)ltl‘ d at St.
Mary’s, at which I attended. 'llus dlversmn, peculiarly belonging
to the Spanish nation, has fallen into disuse, and lately has been re-
stricted by orders from the government, theugh under new regulutions
it is still sometimes permitted. The Plaza de Toros is a large amphi-
theatre, capable of holding fourteen thousand persons. On this occa-
sion 1t was not full, and I suppose that not more than ten thousand peo-
ple were present.  The appcearance of the assembly was strikiig, and
a degree of interest was excited in every countenance, which, I should
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previously have thought, a much more important contest would
scarcely have called forth. I cntered the place at the moment when
the first bull was killed, and horses, gayly decorated, were dragging
him from the circle, amid the sounds of music, and the applauding
shouts of the people.

Preparations were made for a fresh conflict: three men were
posted bchind each other, about ten yards asunder, mounted on
small, but active horses, and armed with a spear about fifteen feet
long; and five or siy men on foot, dressed in scarlet cloaks, were
placed in other parts} of the arena. The gates were thrown open,
and the bull rushed in. He made towards the first horseman, who
received him on the point of his spear, and wounded him between
the shoulders ; this turned him, and he attacked the sccond horseman
with great fury; but from the want either of dexterity in the rider,
or agility in the animal, the horse was dreadfully gored in the body,
and his bowels fell on, the ground. The combatants were soon dis-
entangled, anid the bull attacked the third horseman, who reccived
him ike the first, and wounded him seycrely. He now became
furmus, and gallopcd round the circle; but either from the loss of
blood or the pain he endured, )ie was fealful of facing the horse-
men; the men on foot then began io irritate him, by sticking small
darts in his body, and, whenever he madg a push at them, threw the
cloak over his eyes, and with great dexterity avoided his thrust.

This irntation was continued some time, till the animal, stream-
ing with blood, became exhausted.” The matador, or principal actor,
then made his appearance, armed with a small sword and cloak :
he advanced towards the bull, which ran and pushed at him, but
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the man received the thrust on his cloak, and stepping nimbly aside,
withheld his blow, because the animal did not present himself in
the exact attitude which the matador required for dispatching him
with grace; he then made a second advance towards the animal,
and, while he was in the act of pushing at him, plunged the swoid
up to the hilt between his shoulders; the bull ran a few paces, stag-
gered, and dropped dead., The trumpets sounded a flourish ; horses
galloped in, were fastened to the carcase, and dragged it away,
amid the applauding shouts of the spectators.

Six or scven other bulls were then mn succes!liou dispatched in a
similar manner, with only such variations as were occasioned by the
different degrees of courage which the animals possessed. Wien
the last bull was fighting, the matador so contrived it that he gave
him the coup de grace immediately under the box in which Lord
Wellington and the English party were seated. Before this opera-
tion, he addressed himself to his Lordship, pnd said, with much
dignity, that he should kill that bull to the héalth of King George
the Third, which was quickly performed. His Lordship threw him
some money, and the entertainment closed. '

This bull fight was represented to me as a very inferior exhibi-
tion, owing to the coolness of the weather, the bulls having much
more courage during the mtense heat of summer than at the present
season. It is certainly a cruel amusement both {0 the bulls and
to the horses, though attended with little danger to the men.  One
horse was destroyed, by having his belly lacerated : after he was
wounded, and his bowels trailing on the ground, the rider contl-
nued the fight, and galloped round the circle, while the poor ani-
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mal literally trampled on his own entrails at every step, a sight
more disgusting than this can scarcely be conceived, and even the
bull, though streaming with blood, had not nearly so repulsive an
apperrance. The men were secured from much danger by their own
agility, by the dextrous application of their cloaks, when the animal
charged them, and by the barriers placed round the circle, behind
which they retired when pressed by the bull.

However repugnant this diversion may appcar to every dclicate
and feeling mind, it is more frequented and admired by the ladies
than by the gentlerr"'én; they attend these exhibitions in their gayest
dresses, applaud the address of the inhuman combatants, and feel
the greatest solicitude at the different criticul turns of the fight.
Many of the young country gentlemen may trace their ruin to these
spectacles, as decidedly as Englishmen of the samc class may trace
theirs to Newmarket. In fact, it is the great object which engages
the attention of that description of men distinguished by the term
Majos. . '

After this exhibition, we mtended returning hither immediately,
but being low water we could not get out of the river; wec therefore
visited the theatre, whlch is very neatly fitied up, and, in compli-
ment to Lord Wellmgton, was crowded with the best company of a
city, now the receptacle of thc »xpatnated nobility of the North of
Spain.
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LETTER XXVIL

SPANISH MEN OF WAR—NAVAL OF}FICERS——ADMIRAL ALAVA—ALVIAR—NAVAL

ARSENAL — SKILIL. OF THE SPANIARDS IN MANAGING BOATS - BATTLE OF

TRAFALGAR,

CADIZ, Nov. 1809.

HAaviNG partaken of the hospitality of Admiral Purvis on
board the Atlas, and having since visited the Santa Ana, the flag
ship of Admiral Alava, I have beecn much gratified with the con-
trast; the one affording an example of order, cleanliness, and sub-
ordination, the other of confusion, filth, air‘d want of discipline.
The Spanish men of war are in appearance very fine, but they should
not be too nearly approached, and especially should not be visited.
The men are bad, but the, officers are worse, not only in personal
appearance, but also in the knowledge of theurr profession, and in
their utter mability to command. '

It is generally supposed that the officers of the Spanish navy
are not very sincere patriots; that they would serve Spain if it
continued independent ; but that, in the event of its being subju-
gated by Buonaparte, they would’ prefer his service to that of a fu-
gitive government under the protection of England. 1t is nat alto-
gether surprising that they should entertain such scntiments, as they



LETTERS FROM SP.ALN. 17

feel a jealousy towards the British navy, and cannot readily forgive
the day of Trafalgar.  They imagine, that if their ships were once
carried from Spain all hope of promotion i the service, and even
the service itsclf, would he for ever aunihilated ; whereas, if Joseph
were to get possession of them, the same rank, and the same course
of promotion would continue under thewr new master ; and they have
been so much accustomed to be blockaded v their ports by the Bii-
tish fleet, that they could sustain no fresh mortification, nor much
addition to the wowds of their pride, it they were again 1o be plaecd
i a similar situatio. s

Admiral Alava, who is commander in chief at this port, is sus-
pected of strong attachment to Urance, or at least of strong anti-
pathy to England.  He is a good-tempered man, with little infor-
mation; and in-the partics where I meet him appears to enjov his
segar and his cards quite as much as his naval duty. 1 heard -him
express his surprize that Admiral Purvis should remain always on
board his sl)ii) when such charming amusements were to be enjoyed
on shore at Cadiz. | You may, perhaps, recollect the conduct of this
offiger at the battle of Trafalgar; he commanded one division of the
Spanish flect.  1In the course of'+*he battle Lie was severely wounded,
and his ship strnek. | Ie was boarded by an Bnglish officer, to
whom he surrendered his ship. and his sword, and requested, that, on
account of his wounds, he might not be removed from his own
vessel, a request which humanity induced the British commander to
grant.  The ‘engagement was followed by a most tremendous storm,
and Alava’s ship, separating from the captors, was driven near Caliz.

and got within the bay.
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Lord Collingwood sent a flag of truce to demand his prisoner,
whose accidental liberation was owing to the clemency of the victor,
but Alava preferred the tranquillity of Cadiz to the redemption of
his honour, and refused ¢o consider himself so far a prisoner as to
relinquish his eommand till he was regularly exchanged. When a
reconcihation betwecn England and Spain was brought about by ths
revolution, Leord Collingwood visited Cadiz, but Alava, as if con-
scious that he had lost his honour in the estimation of this gallant
man, dared not face him, but kept away till his I\«ordsh'rp had returned
to his fleet. |

I should be sorry, however, to omit mentioning the names of
some true patriots ameng the naval officers of Spain: Lobo, whe
commands a fine frigate, is one of the best of their officers, and his
patriotism is equal to his courage, and his talents.- Miguel Alava,
nephew to the Admiral, though he now commands a regiment, be-
cause the aetivity of the land service is at tbi? time more congenial
to his mind than the repose of the navy,” must still be classed among
naval officers, and is one-of the best patriots in Spain. And ‘above
all, Alviar, a veteran in the service, is zealous for the causc of his
country, and rejeices in her union with England : this officer com-
manded one of the four Spanish frigates which were intercepted be-
fore the war began; he had passed some years in South America in
the course of his service, and: was returning to Spain, with his wife,
his children, and his wealth. When they met the British squadren,
he was in a beat, returning from his commander, u:heu his ship
began to engage, and he soon saw the horrid spectacle of her-cxplo-

sion, and the destruction of all that he valued in life. He was carried



LETTERS FROM SPAIN. 179

prisoner to England ; and, on a proper representation of his case to
the government, every possible alleviation was afforded him; his
family were irretrievably gone, but his wealth was generously re-
turned, and his gratitude knows no bounds: He formed in England
& matrimonial connexion with a beautiful and amiable woman, whose
conduct has been uncontaminated by the pemicious influence of this
voluptuous city.

The naval arsenal is at Caracas, a town at the head of the bay.
It contains some fine magazines for naval stores, and every conve-
nience for careening and fitting ships ; but at present they are desti-
tute of all those articles which are indispensable for the equipment
of a fleet. There is such a want of -cables that, the flect in the bay
will be in the greatest danger, unless a supply can be obtained from
the British naval storehouses at Gibraltar, before the winter gales
commence. The Spaniards are considered, by our naval officers, to he
very skilful in the mazagement of gun-boats, and other smaller craft ;
and it appears to me, that sthe construction of their boats, the man-
ner of rigging them, and the dexterity with which they are worked,
deserve particular attention, and are worthy of our imitation.

"The number of men subsisting by their labour on the water is-
very considerable, and consists of those employed in siipping and
landing merchandize from the trading vessels that come tc this
port, of the numerous fishermen occupied in supplying the city with
fish, of the boatmen engaged in bringing fresh water from St.
Mary’s, and of sailors in the fox"eign and coasting merchant ships;
these have been the sources whence the royal navy of Spain has been
turnished with their crews; and before the battle of Trafalgar, when
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the orders arrived for the fleet to sail, every man, at all accustomed
to the watcr, was impressed to man the navy; the carnage of that
day consequently fell principally on the population of Cadiz, and
numerous widows and orphans have to lament the loss of their hus-
bands and fathers in that memorable action.

1 have frequently heard people relating, with indescribable emo-
tions, the fears, the hopess the agitations, and the mournings, which
occupied those few, but interesting days when the united fleets of
France and Spain sailed from Cadiz, amidst the prayers and bene-
dictions of the people, with the vain expectation of vanquishing the
foe who had so long held them imprisoned within their own fortifi-
cations. The day they sailed all was expectation and anxiety. The
succeeding day increased the suspense, and wound up the feelings of
the people almost to a state of phrenzy. The third day brought intel-
ligence that the hostile fleets were approaching each other, with all
the preparations of determined hostility. The ships were not visible
from the ramparts, but the crowds of citizens assembled there had their
cars assailed by the roaring of the distant cannon ; the anxiety of the
females bordered on insanity, but more of despair than of hope was vi-
sible in every countenance. At this dreadful moment, a sound, louder
than any tkat had preceded it and attended with a columu of dark
smoke, announced that a ship had exploded. The madness of the
people was turned to rage against England ; and exclamations burst
forth, denouncing instant death to cvery man who spoke the language
of their enemics. Two Americans, who had mixed with the people,
fled, and hid themselves, to avoid this cbullition of 'popula;' fury,

which, however, subsided into the calmness of despair, when the
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thunder of the cannon ceased. They had no hope of conquest, no
cheering cxpectations of grecting their victorious countrymen, nor of
sharing triwnvhal lagrels with those who had been engaged in the
conflict : eacl: enly hoped that the objects of his own affection were
sale, and in that hope found some resource agawst the anticipated
«hsgmcc ot the country.

The storm that succeeded the battle tended only to keep alive,
through the night, the horrors of the day, and to prepare them for
the melancholy spectacle of the ensuing morning, when the wrecks
of their floating buly-arks were scen on shore, and some, that had
escaped the battle and the storm, cntering the hay to shelter them-
sclves from the pursuit of their victorious enemy.

The feelings of strong scnsibility, which had so agitated the
minds of the pecple during the conflict, were now direeted to the
tender offices of humanity towards their wounded countrymen; the
softer sex attended onythe wharfs to assist them in landing, to con-
vey them to the convents and the hospitals, while the priests were
admiﬁistcring the last offices of religion to those whose departing
spinats took their ﬂight before they could reach the asylums appointed
for their reception. » When th? first cmotions had subsided, tlic
people of Cadiz strongly manifesicd their contempt of the French,
whom they accused of having deserted them in the hour of Lattle ;
and the attention of Lord Collingwood to the wounded Spanish pri-
soners, induced them to contrast the conduct of their generous enc-

mics with thot of their treacherous allies.
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LETTER XXVIIL

FORTIFICATIONS OF CADIZ~—CORTADURA——ROPE MANUFACTORY AT PUNTALES
= COMMERCE ~— RESTRICTIONS ON SHIPPING = ARTICLES OF EXPOLT =—

CONSULADO.

, CADIZ, NoOv. 180g.

THE fortifications of this city, on the land side, are well
constructed ; there is only one entrance, called the land gate, the
face of which is very varrow, so that, if the water be smooth, gun-
boats may flank an approaching army on both sides. The walls
near the gate are so constructed, tirat though, from the extent of the
glacis, they do not appear lofty, yet no part of the c}ty 1s visible
without the land-gate. The fortificatiohs are ali bomb-proof, and
casemated, and the glacis+is mined throughout ; avhich, added to the
narrowness of the front, makes it capable of a very vigorous -de-
fence.

In order, however, to prevent the possibility of an attack on tlre
city itself, a new battery is ‘constructing across the isthmus, which,
when finished, will render the approach . extremely difficult. The
spot on which it is erecting is at spch a distance from the city, that,
until it be taken, an cnemy cannot construct mortar batteries near
enough to throw shells into the town. This work, however, which

was planned when the opposition to France commenced, and. which
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then proceeded with great vigour, now languishes, like most other
Spanish efforts ; and unless the. defeat of the army of La Mancha
should render it necessary, it perhaps may never be completed. The
expence of this battery has been enormous; the soil being sandy,
they have been obliged to construct a foundation of solid masonry
seventy-five feet under the surface. The part above ground is formed
of sand bags, which are walled up to the top of the parapet ; a ditch
is to be formed in front, and if proper defences be placed to prevent
cavalry from turning the flanks, when the tide is low, this Corta-
dura, as it is called, will add considerably to the security of this im-
portant place.

When I visited this battery a few days ago, there were not many
men at work excepting a few convicts, who, instead of being sent as
usual to Ceuta, dre now condemned to labour on the fortifications.
I returned from the Cortadura by Puntales, where the rope manufac-
tory for the navy 1s catried on, but for want of hemp every thing is
at a stand. At this point a fort is situated, which, with the assist-
ance (‘)f Fort Matagorda, on the opposite side of the bay, would be
a great ummyancé to any fleet that might attempt to force its way to
the arsenal at Caracas. Tt was at this spot that Lord Essex landed
with the English army in the year 1596, when he succeeded in his
gallant attempt to take this &ity, an event which has demonstrated
the practicability of effecting a landing, with a superior fleet, betwecn
the land gate and the new battery at the Cortadura.

Cadiz at present has no garrisen, the duty is performed by voluu-
teers, of which there are about four thousand within the city, better

armed, .and better disciplined than any of the regular regiments k
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have scen. A regiment of regulars has been formed here by Colonel
Mazaredo, who has taken great patins to discipline them; they are a
fine body of men, but not having arms they cannot yet procced to
Jjoin the army. '

The commerce of Cadiz is very extensive, but it is a subject so
well known, that a few observations upon it will be sufficient. The
merchant ships built in Spain of late years have been so few, that it
was impossible to carry on even the little trade they had during the
war with England, without employing vessels which were not of
Spanish construction, which, however, the laws most impcriously
forbade. In consequence of an application from the merchants of
this place, stating that there was not a sufficiency of Spanish ship-
ping, permission for two years was granted to Spamiards for pur-
chasing, and employing in their trade, ships constructed by friendly
nations. This time expired abouf six months ago; but the law was
not thought of till a new collector of the custolns latcly, came to Cadiz,
and now all the ships destined for Amcrica, not built in Spai.n , and
they are nearly the whole, are detained till the Junta has sufficient
Jeisure, from other more pressing occupations, to attend to the wifuirs
of commerce. i ’

The principal trade of Cadiz is to the American settlements,
which may be more propelz]y considered as colonies belonging to this
city than to the kKingdom of Spain. Almost every thing ivom
Amcrica centers here; and the. prineipal imports from the «ther
parts of Europe are only brought to this place to besshipped after-
wards to the transatlantic ports. The merchauts of Cadiz ma‘y ti.ere-

fore be properly congidcf'éd a> the factors of the manufacturers of
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England, Germany, and France, on the one hand, and of the con-
sumers of their manufactures in America on the other.  In the same
manner they are factors for the growers of colonial produce in Ame-
rica, and for the consumers of it in Europe.:

The i.mense, though thinly peopled, continent of Awmerica must
both produce and consume a vast quantity of those articles which
form the basts of commerce; and to enumcrate the various connmo-
dities, which pass through this port, would be uscless and tiresome. 1
shadl theretfore content myself with observing, that the relative value,
compared with the bulkiness ot goods imported and exported, ap-
proaches nearer to equality than i the commerce hetween England and
her colonies. A ship from London to North Anerica, or to the West
Indics, if fully laden, will generally convey a value cqual to the
purchase of the fading of ten such ships on the other side the At-
lantic. The consequence which ' naturally follows is, that far the
grcater number of Brifish ships must go out in ballast, and gain
their profit on the freight of* the homeward cargo, whercas the pro-
ductions of Spain bang more bulky i proportion to their value, and
the productions of their colonies being less so, the ships of Spain
will generally be full both out wixt home, and coasequently the ship-
ping interest be more henefited, i the Spanish trade, than o ours;
or, whai is cquivalent, the ship owners cian afford to navigate fer less
freighit, and the commodities can be carried to the different places of
consumption at cheaper rates. I am aware of the distinetion that
should. he drawn between exporting raw materials (and such, or
nearly such, are the productions of Spain) and articles, ¢ chief
value of which is the lubour cmployed en them, like the manufac-

BB
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factures of Great Britain — one is calculated for a thinly peopled
country, the other for a country that has more inhabitants than are
requisite to produce raw materials.

The manufactures'of Spain, exported to America, are mostly
brought to this city from Catalonia and Valencia, especially the
former, where manufactures of most kinds of cotton goods, stufls,
linens, and especially paper, had made considerable progress hefore
they were destroyed by the invasion of the French. At St. Mary’s
and at Chiclana there are small manufactories for printed calicos ; the
cloth is brought from the East Indies, and the printing 1s tolerably
executed, but the quantity produced is very small; and I suspect,
that greater profits are gained by the printers, from selling certifi-
cates that printed cottons imported from England are of their own
manufacture, than from any other branch of their trade.

Some of the German houses, established at Cadiz, are very respect-
able, and have long been the channels througfh which the linen, the
glass, and the cutlery of Germany havé been conveyed to Spanish
America, where, on accéunt of their durability and cheapness; they
are preferred to those of Lngland. .

Although no English houscs of trade are to be met with in this
city, excepting some inconsiderable ones, established since the Revo-
lution, there arc a great riumber of Irish, and the descendants of
Irish families, who are engaged in commerce on an extensive scale,
and import the linens of our sister island, for the consumption of
America, as well as various articles of provision for the supply of the
town and its vicinty. ‘

There are no bankers.n tliis city, nor any substitute for.money



LETTERS FROM SPAIN. 187

in circulation : and as silver is the common medium of exchange,
any person who has a considerable sum to receive must take porters,
or a cart, to bring away the mmuey. The dollars are generally kept
by the merchants tied in bags, containing ohe thousand each, which,
without much examin.iion, pass from one to another.

The commeree is regu'ated by a body called the Consuludo, who
have a very splendid hall, where they mcet to regulate the affairs of
trade. The prior of the Consulado corresponds with the different
brancties of the administration ; and when the becessities of the
government require a loan of mouney, which has been frequently the
case of late, he convokes the general body of the merchauts, states
the wants of the king, and apportions to each the sum he ought to
contribute, which is cheerfully complied with, as the money so ad-
vanced is allowed them in their payment of the dutics.

In the centre of the city there is a signal tower, with men con-
stantly looking out for the arrival of shi;s, one of whom has ac-
(quicesd such accuracy that he immediately recognises any ship that
has ever been in‘tlw port, and her name 15 speedily circulated in a
pristed puper through the city.  This maw knew thie names, and had
m.de drawings, of ail the British ships of war that had been succes-
siveiy cinployed in blockading this port, and is never mistuken when

one of them appears i sight.
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LETTER XXVIIL

DEYEAT OF THE ARMY OF LA MANCHA — JOURNEY TO SEVILLE. — ALTERATION
.
IN ITS APPEARANCE — REVERO PRESIDENT OF THE JUNTA — RECRUITS —

CURIOSITIES OF XERES— CARTHUSIAN CONVENT — CALVARIOS — BURIALS.

CADIZ, DEC. 1809.

SINCE my last letter we have reccived intelligence of the
defeat of the army of La Mancha under Areizaga. It appears, by
the accounts, to have been a complete overthrow ; and the remains
of the Spanish force is collecting 4t Daymiel, nearly one hundred
miles from Ocaiio, where the engagement tool place.

The cffect which this intelligence has produced upon the people,
puts in a strong point of *view the evils ever attendant on de;potic
power. When the news Jirst arrived, those who were acquainted
with it were anxious to conceal their knowledge, or whispered it as
a profound secret to their ncarest connexions. When it became so
generally known that the people could be no longer deceived, it
produced gloomy countenances, and indignant expressions against
the Junta and the commander; but the habit of concealing
their feelings and their thoughts on all subjects conneeted wich po-
litics is so decply rooted, that though, when they converse with

Englishmen, they speak #rcely, yet they no sooner resume their
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Spanish conversation, than all apparént]y becomes calmness and sub-
mission to the will of the government.

I have again had occasion to visit Seville, which I found ex-
tremely altered in appearance for the short time I had been absent.
During this interval, all the horses and mules had been taken for
the use of the troops, so that there were no carriages at the cvening
promenades, and the tertullas of the ladies had few or no visitors,
the gentlemen being mostly with the army. The gloomy presages
and execrations against the Junta were more openly expressed
than at Cadiz; the sensible part of the inhabitants appeared to an-
ticipate a visit from the French, and yet the Government keeps
some of the best patriots in prison, and exercises its austere autho-
rity, as if its doom were not fast approaching.

The departure of Lord Wellesley and his suite from Seville was
much regretted.  His residence, however, was too short, and his
time too much engage 1 by the objects of his mission, to permit him
to mix much in Spanish society, except with public men. Mr. Frere,
who had the management of affairs in Spain previously to his Lord-
ship, is much esteemed by all the inhabitants; but Lord Holland,
by his benevolence, lLis amiable nanuers, his good sense, and the
interest he felt in every thing that concerncd the welfare of Spain,
was idolized, and contributed not a little to establish the high cha-
racter which the English have acquired.

The President of the Junta, chosen in the room of Count Alta-
mira, is Revero, the auxiliary Archbishop of Seville, a man of low
origin, and, it is said, of a contracted and bigoted turn of mind.

He resides in the archiepiscopal palace, where he is surrounded by
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his guards, and maintains the state of a monarch. When I wisited
him, about six o’clock in the cvening, his apartments were crowded
with a mixture of priests, sccretaries, and military officers. I was
told he was employed in his private devotions, and that when they
were finished 1 might be introduced.  After waiting half an hour,
one of his chaplains ushered me into his presence; his deportment
was grave and dignificd; and his conversation decisive and intelli-
gent. I had a second interview the next day; and left him, with the
impression, that though he may have been placed at the head of the
government by intrigue, he is a man who loves his country, and
detests the French. He has a country-house at St. Juan de Alfa-
rache, a few miles from Seville, where he mghtiy indulges in a
game at ombre with his own coachman and a merchant’s clerk who
live in the same village; so nearly allied, in this country, is dignity
in public to vulgarity in private. °

On my return from Seville, over the plainy I saw very numerous
- flocks of bustards ; but though I attempted to shoot them I was un-
successful ; 1 believe my »ye<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>