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Introduction
HE son of pioneers of Howell, my first recollec-
tions were associated with early days here,

These pioneers are gone. Only a few remain,

last leaves clinging to the tree of life. With
their departure go the stories of their lives the
foundation period of our local history.

More than twenty years ago when the writer was
publishing the Livingston Herald, I conceived the
idea of publishing a history of Howell and had the
work well under way when that paper was sold. The
fire soon after burned up all but one copy.

Nearly four years ago the present work was com-
menced, the matter running in the Livingston Tidings
as fast as prepared. Every possible effort has been
made to verify the facts and details, but some errors
have crept in. The work of time too, has made
some changes in the four years since the first chap-
ters were printed. We believe however that the
subject matter is nearly all correct history. It has
been an honest effort to preserve that which would
otherwise have been lost.

THE AUTHOR






CHAPTER 1
Before the Settlement

That portion of the history of Howell township
which is of interest to us is mainly included in the
vears which have elapsed since the white man found a
howe here, still no history would be complete without
at least a passing glanee at the territory when under
the domain of the red man alone. This township was
border territory between the domains of the Pottawat-
tomies and Saginaw Chippewes although more espec-
ially within the territory of the latter tribe. Ne spe-
cial feuds seem to have existed between these nations
and in fact this territory was little more than their
summer hunting ground where temporary villages
were erected near which the squaws raised their corn,
maize, beans and pumpkins. As fall came on they
mostly left this section for their more permanent vill-
ages in the vicinity or Flint and Shiawesseetown.

The tribe was scattered and badly broken up as a re-
sult of their alliance with the English in the war of
1812, and early settlers found only roving bands of
the tribe who had been the principal oecupants of
this territory. According to traditions of the Chipp-
ewas, this section was oceupied previous to their
ownership, by the Sauks, a warlike tribe which was
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much hated by them and who were completely de-
stroyed by an alliance of the Chippewas, Pottawait-
amies and Ottawas, by aceries of massacres following
a great massacre of their principal village on the Sag-
inaw river, from which only twelve women werc
gpared. The only warriors to escape the tommahawk
were a few who fled to their canoes and paddled across
the lake. An indian burying ground on the farm of
Ira Brayton, probably used by the Sauks was thus
deseribed by Elisha H. Smith, in 1868: “‘On the
north-west quarter of section twenty-two theve are
ceveral places of bural. Judging from the appearance
of the mounds where they were interred, they com-
menced burying their dead at the top of the ground,
covering the corpse with earth. They then placed
olher bodies above this one, until the mound was sev-
eral feet high. Several of these mounds have been
opened for phrcnological observatiou. Their traits of
character were found simi)ﬁ\r to those who lived here
at the time of the settlement by the whites. They
were buried with their heads in a south-easterly di-
rection.  The Indians who lived here at the time the
mounds were mﬂeued, had no knowledge of the.n.
On the exposure of the bones to the atmosphere, they
would soon decompose.”” The poor Chippewas were
i constant dread of the spirits of the exterminated
sSanks.  If misfortune befel them, if their traps failed
to Lold the game or if their rifles failed to shoot ac-
enrately, it was the spirits of the Sauks and nothing
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could they accomplish until the medicine men had
been brought and the poor spirits either set at rest or
otherwise quieted.

Several Indian trails ran in this section, the most
important of which was the Grand River trail which
took much the general direction of the pravel road
in after years, except that north of this place it bore
a little more northerly. A fork of the trail joined it
near the present village of Howell, running in from the
Indian village near Shiawasseetown. It was mostly
along the trail fro-w Detroit that the early pionces
found their way to Howell and neighboring points.

Early claim to 1his section passed back and fowth
with the claims of French and English to Detroit
and Michilmackinae. At the close of the Revolution,
English officers were instrumental in securing an al-
liance of most of the Indians of the north-west and an
cffort was made to Lold the territory under English
rule. General Anteny Wayne was sent with a body
of troops, into what is now Ohio and after a few vie-
tories, he succeeded in bringing the Indians to terms.

His treaty of Greenville, in 10695, was (he first
agreem=nt between the United States and Indians,
relative to the land which now forms Howell. By this
treaty the Indians simply became subjects of the
United States, acknowledged their territory a part of
the United States, and placed themselves under the
protection of this government. In June, 1796, the
forts of Detroit and Mackinaw were surrendered snd
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English rule over this territory ceased except for a
short time during the war of 1812. The Northwest
Territory embraced this seetion from that time until
1800 when it became part of the then new territory of
Indiana. In 1805 the territory of Michigan was or-
ganized and William Hull was made its first governor.

The township of Howell, with all the land in this
section of Michigan, was embraced in the territory
ceded by the Indians to the United States government
by a trgaty at Detroit, on November 17th, 1807, and
its remaining so long without settlement is no doubt
owing to the fact that a government surveyor sent to
Michigan in 1815, with an idea of giving one hundred
and sixty acres of land to each soldier of the Revolu-
tion, reported that ‘‘not one acre out of a hundred, if
there would be one out of a thousand, that would in
any case admit of cultivation.”” Governor Lewis Cass
failed to believe this report and having secured the
proper assistance, in 1819 made an exploration which
largely quieted the bad impression which prevailed.

Several townships of this county had white settlers
before Howell; Putnam leading with the man whose
name it bears, in 1828.

This township formed a part of Wayne county, af-
ter its organization until January 15, 1818, when it
became a part of Macomb county. It was a part of
Oakland county from January 12, 1819 until Septem-
ber 10, 1822, when it was placed with Shiawassee
county where it remained until the laying out of Liv-
ingston county, March 21, 1834, but the organization
of this county was not perfected until March 24, 1836.



CHAPTER 1II
The First Settlement

The year 1833 may almost be set down in this town-
‘ship as a period of exploration. The recently erected
but nnorganized county drew many parties who went
over this township in search of homes. Among
these were John D. Pinckney, 5. N. Warren, George
T. Sage, Moses Thompson, Orman Coe. Checkly S.
Palmer, C. C. Trobridge and John J. Eaman. The
four last named have the honor of being the first to
locate land in the township, the last two selecting
eighty acres on section thirty-five and thirty-six res-
pectively, or a part of the present village of Howell.
Tt is in the exploration of Messrs. Pinckney and Sage
and their party however that we are most interested
as the first settlements in the township resulted from
their trip. Mr. Pinckney was an energetic butcher
of Hughsonville, N. Y. Not being entirely satisfied
with his advantages he determined to emigrate to the
then undeveloped west to which his father and broth-
ers had preceded him. A trip by the Erie canal and
Lake Erie landed him in Detroit, from where he
went to Salem, Washtenaw County, which was then
the home of his people. George S. Sage who was up-
on the same errand as Mr. Pinckney, joined him at his
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father’s and in company with Mr. Pinckney’s broth-
ers they set out together along the Grand River trail,
for the new unorganized county of Livingston, as the
most promising government territory upon which to
build a home. They built a temporary hut with a
bark roof, about where the palacial home of Thorne
& Farnsworth now stands, and spent a week prospect-
ing. The timber was mostly oak openings and the soil
although not so strong as that of heavy timberd land,
was of good quality and because of the lighter timber,
was quicker available to the pioneers for homes.
Along the creeks and low places coarse grass grew
more luxuriently than after fire had burned over the
ground in early day. Often growing to the beight of
a man’s head, to these marshes seeming blemishes
upon the face of the country, the pioneers were glad
to go for sustenance for their stock, finding them
truly blessings in disguise. The beautiful lakes and
complete wildness of their surroundings made up a
a series of picturesque scenery for those early pion-
eers over which the artists of Howell to-day would go
completely wild.

Mr. Sage selected a homestead alittle west of their
prospector’s cabin and Mr. Pinckney one near Thomp-
son’s lake at its southeast extremity. After making
their minutes of the land selected for themsslves and
several other tracts, they returned to Salem and
Messrs, Pinckney and Sage went at once to the land-
office at Detroit, and located their land, after which
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they returned to their homes and began active preper-
ations to move to their new land. On May 14th,
1834, Mr. Sage and his father James Sage came with
their families and settled upon the land selected by
(ieo. T. Sage as noted above. James Sage’s log house
was erected upon the site now occupied by the elegant
residence of Wm. McPherson Jr., while George T.
Sage’s was across the Grand River trail to the south,
or nearly in the center of what is now Grand River
strcet. This was the first settlement in the town-
ship. Mr. Sage Sr. only lived about five years after
settling here. He died June 29th, 183). The child-
ren of James Sage were George T., James R. and
Chester A. George T. Sage died in Marion township,
August 21, 1852. He was married to Miss Louisa
Austin (later Mrs. Rev. G. W. Genks of Brighton,)
a short time before settling in Howell. Mrs. Sage’s
father, David Ausin, and family came from Salem and
settled on section 33, on land selected by his son-in-
law, in June of 1834. Mr. Austin lived upon his
farm until February 1, 1847, when he died. His wife
followed her husband about a year afterwards. The
oldest son of David Austin, David Jr., did not come
to Michigan. Mr. Austin’s other children were
Johnathan, Louisa, wife of Geo. T. Sage, Melvina,
afterwards Mrs. George Sewell, and Sally T., after-
wards Mrs. Merritt S. Havens. Johnathan Austin
who came with his father, located what i= now the
Gilks farm and lived there for a long time, but after-
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wards moved to the Upper Peninsula, He was very
prominent in school and other local matters.

John D. Pinckney settled business matters in the
east and bringing his family as far as Salem left them
with his people there while he came with two men he
had employed, to erect a house for them, and arrived
here soon after the others. He was in much better
shape financially than most of his contemporaries in
Howell, and his capital soon made him very comfort-
able as compared with those about him although his
house was the regulation one room cabin of pioneer
days. He brought with him a team of horses, the first
to come to this section. His family came on in De-
cember of that year. In 1842 Mr. Pinckney moved to
the village of Howell, from his farm, and died here
Feb. 11, 1861.

The trials to be met and difficulties to be overcome
by these first settlers are not to be estimated by us,
Occasional trips into new sections of our country at
the present day may furnish the basis of an estimate.
With ox teams, listle capital and very few conveniences
of life, they commenced the work of ecivilizing this
wilderness, FElisha H. Smith described the situation
in the following words. ‘‘The nearest inhabitants
from the center of the township, at the settlement of
this place, were eighteen miles away. In a westerly
direction, it was about forty miles to the nearest set-
tlement. The nearest mills were eighteen miles dis-
tant.”’
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HISTORY OF HOWELL 15

As the year 1833 could be set down asa period of
exploration for Howell township, so the year 18385
should be classed as the year of settlement. The
rush for homes in the new county was fairly on by
opening of spring and the township was full of pros-
pectors and the settlers coming to the land located
in the previous two years.

The first new settler was a bouncing boy who came
into the home of George T. Sage on January 23, 1835
announcing himself to be the first white child born
in the township of Howell. A pointer of the hard-
ships in the life of these early pioneers is a little re-
membranee of Mrs. John D. Pinckney in connection
with the event of Mr. Sage’s birth as told by her in
after years. Johnathan Austin a brother of Mrs.
Sage, was sent to Kensington, after a doctor for the
event. Mr. Austin stopped at Mr. Pinckney’s to
borrow a horse to make the journey but the team were
away and he was obliged to go afoot to secure the
services of Dr. F. Curtiss of that place, who was
physician to every family in Livingston County at
that time. It would take a good walker about balf a
day to make the journey through the January snow,
over the Grand River trail, and the doctor nearly the
same time to return.

Among the earliest settlers of 1835, to arrive in the
township from the east, were Villeroy B., John W.
and Elisha H. Smith, three brothers whe came from
Ontario county, New York, in May of that year. The
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last named lived here until quite an old man. For
many years he was active in the county pioneer society
and took great delight in recounting his experiences
in the early days here. He wrote a history of Howell

which had quite a local circulation about the time of
its publication.

Probably the next to arrive in 1835 was Moses
Thompson and FHEzra J. Munday. Mr. Thompson
with his son Lewis and daughters Rachel, (afterwards
Mrs. Houghtaling, later Mrs. Preston) and Lucinda,
(Mrs. Ezra Frisbee), left Herkimer County in April,
traveled through Canada in a double buggy drawn by
the second team of horses brought to Howell, and
reached Detroit, on May 25th. The remainder of
the family, Mrs. Thompson, Morris, Edward and
Maria, Elizabeth and Jane, afterwards Mrs. Clark,
Mrs Slader and Mrs. Crittenden, respectively, with
Mr. Munday, left Herkimer County about a month
later and after a trip of over a week by the Erie Canal
and lake Erie, landed in Detroit, on the 7th of June,
Three days later the entire party left Detrols, with
their horse team and five yokes of oxen which Mr.
Thompson had bought in Detroit. The family stopped
several days at Lyon while Mr. Thompson came on
and commenced his house. Part of them arrived on
June 23 and stopped at Geo. T. Sage’s until their
own kouse which stood just up from the bank at the
north end of what is now known as Thompson’s
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- Lake, was ready for them, which was about July 4th.
The rest of the family eame about that time.

By this time the settlement inside of what is now
the village of Howell, or rather the home of John D.
Pinckney, had come to be called Livingston Center,
and as a matter of almost necessity, Mr. Pinckney’s
house had come to be almost a hotel for prospectors.

On the 2nd of July, 1835, Alexander Fraser the
the father of Mrs. Pinckney, sold from the land lo-
cated by Mr. Pinckney for him, the west half of the
southwest quarter and the southwest quarter of the
northwest quarter of section 36, to David Wetmore
and Edward Brooks of Detroit, Later in the same
year, after two or three deeds, the title to these tracts
rested one-third in Flavius J. B. Crane and two-thirds
in Edward Brooks. These gentlemen proceeded at
once to plat this 120 acres into the village of Howell,
The old public sguare was reserved in their plat for
public use, it being the idea of the founders of the
village to have the county buildings located upon it.
The prospective village was named Howell. Mr.

Jrane cited as his idea for the name, his friend
Thomas Howell, son of Judee Howell of Canindagua,
N. Y., but his most intimate friends were svre that
Mr. Howell’s pretty sister was the real person whose
name the town bore. The name of Livingston Center
was applied to the village for some years afterward.
As noted above, the house of John D. Pinckney had
become almost the primative hotel and Mr. Pinckney

~
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secured a contract from Cane & Brooks that they
would erect a hotel upon their plot. Consequently they
commenced drawing lumber from Woodruff’s saw
mill in Green Oak, soon after their plot was recerded,
in November, 1835, and erected a two story frame
house, 20x40 feet in seze, the first in the township,
on the site now occupied by the Opera House. On
December 1, 1835, Amos Adams came in from
Geneseo, N. Y., and opened the hotel under the name
of the ‘"Eagle Tavern.”” F.J. B. Crane, and Alex-
ander Fraser at once became boarders at the tavern
who with Mr. Adams’ family became the first settlers
within the original village plot as it existed before
the additions were made.

The Eagle Tavern at once became the center of
population for all business matters of the pioneer
sestlement. It was there that religious services in the
township commenced. Alvin Crittenden, a young
man afoot and alone, arrived in Howell before a door
was hung 1n the village and on Nov. 24, 1835, hired
to Geo. T. Sage for ayear. It is largely to remem-
brances of this pioneer, father ot the aulhor of this his-
tory, as he was wont to tell them in his latter days and
to copious notes of a series of most interesting visits
with the late William McPherson sr. that the events
herein contained are due. Among others of these
remembrances was the story of the first religious ser-
vices which my father told as follows:

‘‘Deacon Branch who had settled in Marion, thought
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he could not live without religious meetings, ‘even in
the wilderness, and henece he took it upon himself to
commence them. He went to Esquire Adams our
noble landlord who kept the hotel in the village—for
by this time the house was nearly finished, and Amos
Adams occupied it for a hotel—and obtained consent
to have religious meetings held in the sitting room.
At that time the hotel was the only building in the
village. Notice was accordingly given, and on
Sabbath morning, I cannot give the date but I think
it was in the month of December, 1835, the people
assembled, some coming four or five miles, and the
sitting room was pretty well filled. Deacon Branch
conducted the meeting, reading one of Dr, Payson’s
sermons. At the close of the services be called for a
volunteer to close by prayer. No one came to his
help but the deacon was not discouraged and gave
notice for a meeting the next Sabbath. On the second
Sabbath I volunteered to close the meeting with prayer
Thus it happened that I was the second person who
took part in a religious meeting in Howell. After
that, if the deacon had to be away from the meeting
any Sabbath, he brought to me a volvme of Payson’s
sermons with a request that I should conduet the
services ‘which I did several times that year. On one
of these occasions I read a sermon from Wesley in-
stead of the one Deacon Branch had selected and he
never called upon me to perform the service again.’’

Several others who afterwards became prominent in
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local matters, arrived during that year.

Elisha H.

Smith in his History of Howell published in 1869,
summed up the settlement at the close of 1835, as

follows:

Section.
Joseph Porter.-....... 7
Samuel Waddel..-- .. 17

Whitely Woodruft....17
David H. Austin..-.. 20
Villeroy E. Smith. .. .- 21

Elisha H. Smith...--. 21
Nathaniel Johnson-...23
Alvin Crittenden.. .- -. 23

Merrit S. Havens.. .- - 23

Section .
Francis Field.--.---- 23
Moses Thompson-- .- -+ 25
Lewis Thompson-. .. .- 25
Morris Thompson:- - - - - -2
Edward Thompson. - - - 25
Ezra J. Munday-- - -- 25
Amos Adams--------- 36
F.J. B. Crane-..---- 36
Alexander Fraser---- - 36

All of these earliest pioneers rest from their labors,
and we to-day enjoy the blessings which their hard-

ships have secured to us.



CHAPTER III
Early Developments

No soouer had Crane & Brooks secured an ccca-
paat for their Eagle Tavern, the only bnilding in
their new plot of 120 acres for their town of Howeil,
than they began work to secure a post cffice, which
was located here on January 15, 1836 and Flavius J,
B. Crane appointed post master. His office was in
the Eagle Tavern as a matter of necessity for there
was no other place. Previous to the location of the
office, the few settlers in this vicinity receivad their
mail at Detroit, Ann Arbor, Plymouth and Kensington
and in fact continued to doso for some time after-
wards, as no provisions were made for carrying mail
to and from the new office, until March 20, when
Lewis Thompson took the contract to make weekly
trips to Kensington, on horseback, for that purpose.
Soon after that date a mail route was established
from Howell to Grand Rapids, and James R, Sage
vndertook to find his way over the Indian trails,
through the wilderness, to carry the mail, a feat that
he aceemplished successfully after his first trip when
he got completely lost and and was obliged to spend
the night in the woods.

An event occured on the same date with the Ioca-
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tion of the post office, which must not be forgotten.
While they were surrounded with the hardships and
privations of pioneer life, cupid was a pioneer too.
His first victory was the celebration of the marriage
of Merritt S, Havens, the first carpenter in the town-
ship, to Sally T. Austin. The marriage ceremony
was performed by Esq. Bingham, afterward Governor
of Michigan. The second wedding was that of Alvin
L. Crittenden and Jane Thompson which oceurred
August 27 of that same year. Their wedding was
made a social event, They were the first couple in
the county to be married by a minister, Rev. John
Cosart performing the eceremony. Mr. Crittenden
borrowed a rig and drove to South Lyon the next day
for a wedding trip, the first taken by any couple from
Howell. Their wedding feast was right up to the
very highest point of luxury in those days. Its cen-
tral dish was a young pig nicely roasted and standing
on a platter. '

That following winter Mr. Crittenden got out the
lumber and built a house on a farm bought with the
savings from his year’s work at Sage’s. He would
get out a hardwood log at home, draw it to the saw
mill at the foot of the lake just east of the head of the
present flume, and go on to the pinery west of what
i8 now the town, where he would cut a pine log to be
left at the mill on his return. By the time the oxen
had made the round trip it was night. During the
evening he would saw the two logs into lumber and
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get ready to repeat the round trip the next day. The
old house stood up the bank from the little lake on
the McPherson farm in the north part of this town-
ship and was torn down only a year or two ago. Mr.
and Mrs. Crittenden only lived in it a year or two
when they bought the farm which has been in the
family since and is now owned by W. W. Crittenden
and Mr. and Mrs H. D, Kirtland. They lived there
until 1854 when Mr. Crittenden joined the M. E. con-
ference, He served regular pastorates for twenty-six
years when he and his wife returned to Howell to live.

The meetings commenced by Deacon Branch in 1835,
at Bagle Hotel, were soon held from house to house.
Some time in January, 1836, a Presbyterian clergy-
man named Wm. Page, stopped at Deacon Branch’s
and word was sent out for services which were held
at the Deacon’s house in Marion. This was the first
sermon in this vicinity but it remained for Rev.
Johnathan Post a Baptist clergyman to preach the
first sermon in this township, which he did sometime
in Feburary at the home of George T. Sage. In
April or May of the same year the second sermon in
this township was preached at Moses Thompson’s
and was by Rev. Mr. Kanouse, a Presbyterian clergy-
man. Some time in April or May A. L. Crittenden
walked to Ore Creek, (now Brighton) to attend a
Methodist meeting which he heard was to be held
there. While at this meeting he arranged for Rev.
John Cosart to come to Howell in four weeks and
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preach and form u class. By some mistake the notice
was given n week to soon. The people assembled
but as no preacher came, they decided, after a prayer
meeling, to organize, and elected Pardon Barnard
chairman and A. L. Crittenden secretary ot the meet-
ing. No class book was to be had so A. L. Critten-
den who was eleeted leader, folded a sheet of writing
paper to make a book, ruled it and entered the names
of members therein. The origonal book is now a
keepsake of the family and eontainad the following
names as the origional class: ‘‘Alvin L. Crittenden
Pardon Barnard, Eliza Ann Barnard, Peter Brewer,
Doreas Brewer. Sylvester Rounds, Polly Rounds,
Asahel Rounds, Mary Sage, Nathaniel Johnson,”’” Rev.
Cosart came the next Sunday, probably early in June,
and preached the third sermon in the township, the
first by a Methodist minister, FHe acknowledged the
procedings of organization and reported it to the Ohio
conference who sent Rev. Washington Jackson as a
missionary to Livingston County, during that fall.
This was the first church orginization in the town-
ship. Pardon Barnard and A. I. Crittenden were
licensed as exorters by this class, November 4, 1836.

Although Livingston County was laid out in 1833,
the act to organize it was not passed until March
24, 1836, The act erecting the township of Howell,
was approved the day previous. The torritory in-
cluded in the township by that act wasthe present
townships of Howell, Oceola, Deerficld, Handy, Co-
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hoctah and Conway. The first town meeting was
held in - April, 1836. A canens was called of whieh
A. L. Crittenden was clerk and he was therefore
given the work of writing the tickets, in which he
was assisted by John W. Smith. On the evening be-
fore the election semeone suggested that there would
be no fun without two tickets and so another was
nominated nearly like the first, except that F'. J. B.
Crane was nominated for constable. The last nomi-
nated ticket was alsn written by the same two gentle-
men and was victorious in the election.. Nearly if
not all the white voters in the tonwship as organized
turned out to the election which was held at the Eagle
Tavern. The board consisted of Amos Adams, F.J.
B. Crane, John W. Smith and Jolnathan Austin,
with A. L. Crittenden as clerk. A tea pot and sugar
bow! were borrowed from the landlady, to serve as
ballot boxes-and thirty-six votes were cast, Officers
elected were as follows: Supervisor Philester
Jessup; Township Clerk. F'. J. B.Crane; Justiees of the
Peace, Ezra Sanford, Harleigh H. Graves, John W.
Smith; Collector, Francis Field; Assesors, Justin
Darfee, David Austin, Georee T. Sage; School In-
spectors, Joseph Porter, F.J, B. Crane, Johnathan
Austin; Highway Commissioners, John Sanford, Jus-
tin Durfce, George 'T. Sage; Constables, John D.
Pinckney, F. J, B. Crane, Francis Field, Elisha H.
Smith. Some of the work of these township officers
was very crude. The assessment was written upon
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half sheets of writing paper whick were fastened to-
gather at the ends with wafers. When completed, it
was fifteen feet long: Justice John W. Smith had a
case commenced before him but after the points of
law were argued, the case was discontinued by the
plaintiff withdrawing his suit and paying costs.
This was the first law suit in the township.

At the time the county was organized a strong effort
was made to locate the county site at Ore Creek, (now
Brighton) and the adherents to this projeet did not
give up entirely until the county buildings were built
in the present location. Thisopposition delayed the
county election a few weeks until the three com-

‘missioners appointed by the Governor, to locate
county sites in counties where there were none, could
be brought to this county when they located it on the
old public square of the Crane & Brooks plat now
occupied by Schroeder’s hardware, the Episcopal
church, etc. The first county election was held on
the first Monday in May, 1836, and resulted in the
election of the following officers: Sheriff, Justice J.
Bennett; County Clerk, F. J. B. Crane; Register of
Deeds, Ely Barnard; Treasurer, Amos Adams; Cor-
oners, John V. Peavy, John Drake; Associate Judges,
HElisha W. Brockway, Ilnahan Noble. Only a pait
of the county officers were residents of Howell and
that fact made little difference. Even the judge of
probate did no office business during his entire term.
The board of supervisors held their first meeting in
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Howell, October 4, 1836, and organized by election
of Eli Lee of Hartland, moderator. The Democrats
recieved 142 votes in Livingston County, at the
election in November, 1836, and the Whigs, 73.
This was the first division along party lines in the
county and many of the pioneers feared that it would
break up the good feeling which prevailed. The
democrats held a meeting and raised a pole near the
Eagle Tavern. The whigs were much incensed at this
and shorily after the close of the campaign, some-
one bored it down with an auger, on a dark night.

In June of 1836 a heavy freshet swe.led the Shia-
wassee River beyond what it has ever been known
at any time. Among other damage done was the
washing away of the log bridge at the Grand River
Road crossing, This item is noticed only as a sam-
ple of how lumber was secured before the date of
mills. To rebuild the bridge two men sawed the lum-
ber with a pit saw, one standing above the logs which
were rolled upon the buttments and the other below,,
the one below wearing a veil. Wm. McPherson and
family arrived on September 17, while this bridge
was being rebuilt, and he bought the slabs from the
bridge for the floor to his house.

Originally what is now Thompsons lake was three
little lakes with a tamarack swamp between. Mr.
Thompson noticed the excellent mill site when he
prospected in 1833, and located at the foot of the lake
to secure it. His original log house stood just back
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af the old hguse uear the foot of the lake and was
connected with it for years. The old house was one
of the first frame houses in this countv. It is now
quite a ways back from the road, When it was built
the road ran by it. The place is now owned by Mrs.
Sherman. He also located the tract of pine in the
western part of the town, to work in his prospective
mill. A dam was accordingly built and by its in-
fluence the water raised to about its present level.
thus uniting the three lakes. The saw mill was fin-
ished and commenced running in September, 1836,
the first logs sawed being made into a chamber floor
for Wm. McPherson’s house. So many of the set-
tlers were in need of chamber floors that Morris
Thompson who had charge of the mill, would not saw
more lumber for any one man than enough for -his
chamber floor, until all the settlers had had a chance
to avail themselves of those much needed conveniences
for their homes.

The first store in the village was opened by F. J.
B. Crane, in a room in the Eagle Tavern, but it was
not a success and after two or three months, the
goods were packed up and stored in the attic of the
building. The first blacksmith shop was rather more
successful. Andrew Riddle, tather of Mrs. McPher-
scn, came from Scotland in the spring of 1836 and
built the shop before the arrival of his family who
came with WmPherson’s family in September. Mr.
MePherson’s house was built adjoining the shop and
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he and Mr. Riddle commenced work in the shop soon
after his arrival, Mr. Riddle oved to Oceola, dur-
ing the next year and Mr. MePherson continued the
business until 1841 when he engaged in mercantile
business in partnership with Judge Turner with
whom he continued but a short time. In 1845 he
hought a half interest in business with E. B. Taylor,
the firm doing business under the name of Taylor &
McPherson for about two years when he bought Mr.
Taylor’s interests, aud continued the business in his
own name until 1852 when he formed a partnership
with Wm. Riddle, which continued until 1856. when
Wm. McPherson Jr. bought Mr. Riddle’s interest and
the business was continued until 1364 under the firm
name of Wra. McPherson & Co., it being changed to
the present name at that time, and as his sons were
becoming men he took them one by one into the firm.
What isnow the front portion of the main store was
erected in 1857. As the old building grew to small,
additions were built upon its rear from time to time
until it is now 120 feet deep with two additional stores
west of the old one. With little change the firm con-
tinued until the close of 1887 when Wm. McPherson,
Sr. retired and a new firm was organized composed of
M. J. McPherson, E. G. MePherson and H. T.
Browning, who continue the business under the old
name. Mr. Browning retired Jannary 1, 1898.

The McPherson bank was started in April, 1865,
with Alexander McPherson in charge. He remained
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in that position until 1890 when he engaged in bank-
ing business in Detroit, William McPherson jr. took
charge of the bank here at that time, and is still
in that pesition. There have been some changes in
the firm among members of the family, but the name
has always remained as it started, Alexander McPher-
son & Co.

Preperations were made for a school in the fall of
1836 and a building was commenced but no record re-
mains to show positively whether it was occupied that
year or early in 1837. Justin Durfee was the first
teacher.

The wolves which infested the country were among
the terrors of pioneer life and many are the stories of
narrow escapes from these dreaded terrors. When
young fellows went to see their best girls the young
ladies were often ecalled upon to listen with beating
hearts, to the howling of the wolves which beset théir
beaus on their way home after bidding them adieu.
The girls learned the direction of their fellow's homes
and guessed them sefely there when the sound of the
wolves’ howling reached that direction.

Two Germans by the name of Shrafts, came to
Howell in 1836. A liftle before night they broke
their wagon. One stayed to guard the load while the
other went to Meses Thompson’s with the team, to
stay all night. When he returned in the morning
with two of Mr. Thompson’s sons, Shrafts was nearly
tired to death and complained bitterly of the settlers’
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big burley dogs. ‘‘Why.”’ said he, ‘‘the big burley
dogs were so saucy. They would put their paws clear
up oun the wagon and snap and snarl at me, and I
could hardly drive them off with my club.”” The
mystery was soon solved by the Thompson boys as
part of the load was some fresh meat. The poor Ger-
man was nearly scared to death when he found that he
h&d been fighting wolves all night.

The village as it appeared about this time was
nicely described by Edward F, Gay who prospected
here in the fall of 1836 and settled with his family in
1837. After detailing his attempt to reach Livings- -
ton Center as the village was then called, and losing
the trail two or three times, he desecribed his success
in an address to the pioneer society in 1872, as fol-
lows: ‘“‘“Though now becoming anxious to reach the
Center T was doomed still to wander on the verge.
I was o2 the trail, though among brush, and meander-
ing the lake. Beholding a light, hope revived, but
it was again extinguished for before it was reached
the light disappearel, for the very good reason that
Mr. Moses Thompson and family had retired to bed.
Not being willing to be thwarted in this, my second
day’s attempt to reach Livingston Center, I hallooed
for light under difficulties. The old gentleman soon
put me on the right trail again, saying that after
crossing a ravine and again rising the bluff I would
behold the light at the Center, which had so often
guided the lost and weary traveler. I found it as he
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had said. and soon beheld Livingston Center, in the
person of that noble landlord and life-long hotel
keeper, Amos Adams. One single frame building
as a hotel, without a barn, together with three or
four log houses, constituted Livingston Center. My
horse was fastened to a small oak tree against which
a log was lying, with troughs cut in the side to feed
the grain. The only families, which I now recollect,
then residing in Hewell or vicinity, besides the
Adams family, were Mr. McPherson, Watson G.
Thomas, Mr. Sage and son, David Austin, Sardis
Davis, Herman Bristol, and Moses Thompson. The
single men were Lewis, Morris, and Edward Thomp-
son, Mr. Critenden, Mr.Frisbee, Ely Barnard, John
Russle and Conrad Woll.”’

Imediately after settling here in the spring of 1837,
Mr. Gay hunted out the remenant of F. J. B. Crane’s
stock of goods from the attic of the Kagle Tavern,
and with about $1,600 worth of goods from New
York, opened the pioneer store of the village which
maintained an existence for any great length of time.
His store building was the second frame building
in the town, being preceded ounly by the Eagle Tavern.
At various times in its existence this building was
used for a store, lawyer’s office, post office, shoe shop,
place for holding meetings, minister’s residence and
family residence, and in its earlier history it often
did duty for two or three of these purposes at once.

The old building, modsled over, was for years the



HoweLL’s CARNEGIE LIBRARY



HISTORY OF HOWELL 33
upright of a tenant house on Sybley St., owned by J.
I. VanDeusen and some of the material is now part
of the newly erected tenant house of W. W. Kenyou
on the old site at the corner of Sybley and East streets.
occupied by Glen Brown and family.

Probably the third frame building to be erected in
Howell was the school house. This building was
erected on a lot donated to the village by F. J. B.
Crane, for that purpose. Some provisions were made
for it in the previous year but as Moses Thompsou’s
saw mill was soon to be set in motion, the building
was left until lumber could be secured from that
. source. It was occupied early in the summer, probably
some time in June, and Miss Abigal Adams, daugh-
ter of the landlord, was the first teacher in a regular
school building. The building was never satisfactory
to the distriect and numerous resolutions to build
new ones are found upon the records. It was finally
sold in 1848, and a room rented for school purposes
for several years. This old building served as the
frame part of the old Curtis foundry for some years.
It has been occupied by Snedicor’s poultry and egg
business for several years past. The original site of
the old building was about midway between ('hris.
Schaffer’s cement residence and Bernard Walker’s
barn.

The friends of Howell as the county seat of the
new county, felt that quite a victory had been achieved
when Judge Fletcher held the first term of court here,
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commencing November 8, 1837. Tt was held in the
old sehool house which was used for that purpose for
some time afterward, also for holding church services
and other public meetings.

Richard Fishbeck who came to Genoa with his fam-
ily in 1835, moved to Howell the following year and
opened the first shoe shop in the town. He continued
in that business until his death in 1875. The business
descended to his sons, S. G. and L. N. who are still
conducting it under the firm name of Fishbeck Broth-
ers, on the same site where their father started it in
1836. Mr. Fishbeck built the third frame dwelling
house in Howell, It is still standing on Walnut street
near the Ann Arbor depot. Their old furniture yet
remains there just as Mrs. Fishbeck left it, probably
the only case of that kind now in the county.

James White, the first cabinet maker in Howell,
also arrived in 1836.

In the spring of 1837, Esq. Adams arranged to
build a log barn for his Eagle Tavern, which was
raised in May of that year. Samuel Waddell, father of
the late Andrew D. Waddell, was injured during the
raising of this barn, so that he died from the result of
these, injuries, on May 30, 1837, the first death in the
township.

The food of the pioneers in addition to what they
raised on their farms, was largely venison and honey
both of which could be had in abundance by hunting.
Francis Monroe sr. used to laugh about how, in his
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younger years, the pioneers used to flock to eachoth-
er's houses to visit, if anyone had beex to the outside
world, that they might get a taste of salt pork, dried
apples or other similar luxuries. Among the pioneer
stories which C. G, Jewett remembers from his par-
ents, is the fact that they brought with them when
they came to Howell in 1837, a quantity of salt pork
and that neighbors used to send in for a piece when
anyone was sick and needed some little delicacy to
tempt their appetite, Another early pioneer food was
a flour made by grinding sweet acorns which had been
gathered and dried, and it wasn’t at all bad to eat
either.

With the organization of the state, county and
township, each offered a bounty for killing wolves and
several pioneers made that enterprise almost their en-
tire business for a time, the $17 for the sealp of each,
proving quite a fortune in those times. Prominent
among these was Francis Monroe who earned quite a
reputation in the winter of 1837, for a fight with a big
black wolf which he had caught in his trap and in the
killing of which he nearly lost his own life.

The board of supervisors at its fall meeting in 1837
submitted a proposition to the county to borrow
$1,000 to build a jail, but it was voted down as was a
similar proposition in 1838, and prisoners from this
county were confined at Ann Arbor.

On the 14th of April 1838, Rev. Thomas Baker
of Highland, met at the village school house with
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Silas Libble, Gardner Mason, Justin Durfee, Joseph
A. Dibble, Sardis Davis, Sarah Field, Sarah Durfee,
Lydia Austin and Hannah Austin all of whom held
letters from or were members of Baptist churches
in the east, and afler relegious 'services, they pro-
ceeded to plan for the organization of a Baptist church
in Howell. Silas Dibble, Gardner Mason and Justin
Durfee were appointed a committee to prepare Arti-
cles of Faith and Practice and Church Covenant., This
committee reported ata meeting held in the same place
May 12, their report being adopted, Rev. Thomas
Baker, the feunder of the church, was called to the
pastorate at this meeting, a position which he filled
until the close of the year when he was succeeded by
Rev. E, Mosher. It was arranged to call a council of
recognition which met at the school house, June 21.
It was organized by the choice of Rev. E. Weaver as
Moderator, and A. Kemis, Clerk. The records of
this council show a representation of four churches by
delegates; Highland, E. Lee, J. Tenny; Hartland, A.
Lamb; Walled Lake, Rev. E. Weaver, J. Coe, N.
Daniels; Kensington, Rev. A. P. Mather, D. Seely,
E. Cole, A. N. Kemis.

The church records show the following names re-
ceived by letter on that date, and organized into a
regular Baptist church: Silas Dibble, Aaron Sickles,
Fanny Dibble, Hannah Austin, Joseph Dibble, Justin
Durfee, Rachel Dibble, Lydia Austin, Daniel Case,
Anna Dibble, Sarah Durfee, Laura Monroe. The
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usual service of recognition was held on the same day.
The sermon was preached by Rev. Weaver, from
Psalms xxvi, 8. The address to the church and hand
of fellowship were given by Rev. Lamb.

During its first year eleven were added to the church
membership by letter. At the close of the second year
the membership numbered thirty-two. Of the nine
who joined during that year, six were by letter and
three by profession of faith. The first person received
by baptism was Harriet M. Sickles who was baptized
April 14, 1839. During that year the church was
attached to the Michigan Association.

Hon. Milo L. Gay described the organization of
the Presbyterian church as follows: ‘‘My first re-
collections of attending meeting in the then new
fown date to a year and three months prior to the
foundation of this church. In the spring of 1837, I
remember following along after my father in a wind-
ing path which led through the woods from the farm
known as the Reed farm, down to the Center, then
winding northward by another path through the woods
to the Thompson log house on the bank of the pond,
where meetings were held once in four weeks, by
Elder Post who came on horseback, I think from
Plymouth. Also in a fortnight thereafter we followed
another trail westward to the small log house of James
Sage, situated on the identical spot where William
McPherson jr’s. house now stands. There I think we
occasionally listened to a Methodist preacher; and the
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particular impression there made upon my mind was
the peculiar and duaint style of starting the tune by
old Mr. Sage who, although himself a Universalist,
consented to act in the capacity of choirister, and also
to accommodate the neighbors with a place in which
to hold meetings. Another impression was in regard
to the peculiar bent position required to be maintained
by the taller persons when standing, to prevent their
heads coming in contact with the crossheams above.

The sixteenth and seventeenth days of June, 1838,
are still fresh in my memory, as they were memorable
days in the history of the little hamlet then known as
Livingston Center. Those days fell on Saturday and
Sunday and the meetings were held in the loft of a
one-and-a-half story building which my father had
recently erected for a store. The floor of the room
above was of rough boards and the ceiling was noth-
ing but the roof-boards and shingles, in close prox-
imity to the heads of the adults; and the rough tama-
rack rafters, with Lheir knotty projections, were a
constant reminder that all should humble themselves
in the business in which théy were about to engage.”’

The main portion of the old building diseribed by
Mr. Gay, is now the upright of Mrs. Burbank’s resi-
dence. Somese of it's material is in W. W. Kenyon’s
tenant house, as stated elsewhere.

The business of the meeting referred to by Mr. Gay,
was the organization of the Presbyterian chuich by
Rev. Henry Root The following were the origonal
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members: David H. Austin, Josiah P. Jewett, Horace
Griffith, Artemas Mahan, John T, Watson, George W,
Jewett, Edward F. Gay, Price Morse, Andrew Riddle,
William McPherson, Charles Clark, Lucretia Jewett,
Catherine Griffith, Polly Ann Mahan, Hila Mahan,
Julia Mahan, Sarah Mahan, Harriet L. Watson,
Anise P, Jewett, Clarissa L. Gay, Elvira Morse,
Elizabeth McPherson, Margaret Thompson, Matilda
Clark, Mary Clark, Three ruling elders were elected
who also held the office of deacon. They were as fol-
lows: For one year, George W. Jewett; for two years,
John T. Watson; for three years, Edward F. Gay.
The legal organization was effected on the 7th of July
following. Meetings were held in the school house
during the following year.

Garrett S. Lake having worked at brickmaking in
New York, commenced the manufacture of brick near
Fleming, in 1838, and it is from his yard that the
brick in many of the oldest chimneys in town ecame.
About this time Amos Adams ceased to be proprietor
of the Eagle tavern, it having been sold. He formed
a partnership with Joseph Porter and built a saw mill
on the Shiawassee river on section 27. This site was
afterwards used for acarding mill and cloth factory
bv Joseph M. Gilbert. Soon after starting his saw
mill Mr. Adams built a hotel on the south side of the
Grand River road, west of the river. This building
was afterwards moved across the road and was torn
down about twenty years ago. Among a large col-
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lection of pioneer relics owned by Fishbeck Brothers,
is the old dinner bell brought from New York and
used by Mr. Adams at the Eagle tavern.

The first horses, cattle, hogs and fowls came with
the earliest pioneers but the first sheep were brought
here in 1838, by Ira Brayton.

The ‘‘wild eat banking’’ scheme of those early days
affected Howe.l with the other towns of the young
state. Messrs. Gay and Whipple enjoyed a very large
trade. Money was plenty and everyone bought all
they wanted. Sometime afterward, in describing these
times, Mr. Gay said: ‘‘I found it easy to take $100
a day, but I was not so easily sure that the wild cat
money would be worth one dollar the next morning
and was quite sure it wovld not be when Lewis
Thompson arrived with our weekly horseback mail.”’
At one time Mr. Gay paid $40 to a hotel hetween
here and Detroit,. The amount of the bill in good
money would have been $2.50. A provosition was
made to organize a wildcat bank in Howell and the
initiatory steps were taken but before it was perfected
those institutions in other places began to crack and
Howell therefore escaped.

In the fall of 1836 William Riddle was taken very
sick and lay apparently at the point of death, for some
time. This led the settlers to think of a burying
ground and land was given for the purpose by Alex-
ander Fraser, John D. Pinckney and Moses Thompson.
It was located near the south-east part of the lake.
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Mr. Riddle recovered and the first burial there was
that of Miss Davis, a sister of Mrs, Johnathan Austin.
The site of this burying ground was ne\‘fer satisfactory
to the people. After it had been used for some time
it was abandoned and a new burying ground was laid
out where the Ann Arbor railroad crosses Bernard
street. The swing of the town to the east by the lo-
cation of Court House square, sent the settlement
clear around this burving ground. When it was
filled a new one was secured on the bank of Thomp-
son’s lake.

In moving from the first burying ground to the
second, everyone did the work for their own friends.
The ground was soon dug over in such a way that it
was impossible to find several graves. The oldest
daughters of Rev. and Mrs. A. L. Crittenden and Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Fishbeck were among those which
could never be located to transfer.

The first lawyer Wellington A. Glover, settled in
Howell in 1838 and opened his office in the store of
E. F. Gay. He was an ardent Whie and that fact no
doubt injured his practice somewhat in this stronghold
of Democracy, but it helped him to the office of post-
master to which he was appointed in 1841. In a few
weeks after the lawyer came a doctor in the person of
Dr. Gardner Wheeler who at once commenced the
practice of his profession and continued to do so in
this vicinity for more than twenty years, during which
time he was generally respected by all who knew him.
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His office which stood where the Sabin block now
stands, was moved in later years and is now a part of
the first house south of Parshall’s mill. His residence
which occupied the site of M. J. MePherson’s home,
was moved up the Byron road and is now owned by
John Owen. ‘

The first land located in Howell township was the
east half of the south-west quarter of seetion 27, on
May 20, 1833. It was where the Grand River road
crosses the Shiawassee river. Amos Adams flowed
this land when he erected his saw mill a hittle further
down the stream, and considerable of it was in a mill
pond for years.

The old home of John D. Pinckney which was torn
down to grade Library park, was built about this time
and was one of the most pretentious houses in the
village. It had a brick oven built in the side of the
fireplace, a decided luxury which Mrs. Pinckney used
to take great delight in loaning to her neighbors who
had no such convenience, to use for their baking.

When Mr. Pinckney’s family were coming to Howell
they were given some apples where they stopped at
Ann Arbor. The seeds were planted and produced
the old apple trees which were cut when the house
was torn down. While not in this township, Wm. C.
Rumsey’s saw mill in Oceola, furnished so much of
the lumber in Howell buildings that it should be
notieed.

There has been considerable change too in the topo-
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graphy of the village. C. G. Jewett remembers sneak-
ing around a pound for ducks, about where William
Whitacre is now building a home, and many of the
boys and girls of other days remember a faverite
place to slide down hill a little ways this side of the
P. M. depot, which has all been graded away.

In these early days pigeons were so thick that it
was no fun to hunt them. A big tree which stands in
Mrs. Dollie Butler’s yard was one of their favorite
haunts. If anyone wanted a mess of pigeons to eat
they would go over there and shoot what they wanted
and leave the rest

There are so many things of interest for this period
of our history that we are loth to leave them. It would
be wrong however for us to pass to a new period with-
out a word of that sturdy class who settled here to
create homes, the real foundation of any good ecivil-
ization, but who, while backing every worthy enter-
prise, were more quiet in their way of doing things.
Two representatives of this class will always be re-
membered for their honesty of purpose and solid worth
They were Rev. E. E. Gregory and William Smith.

During previous years the scanty crops which the
pioneérs had been able to gather had only sufficed to
keep them during the severest of privations. By
the harvest of 1838 sufficient land had been put to
crops to secure enough and to spare and the ingather-
ing that season marked an advance of no little import-

ance.



CHAPTER IV,
Hotels and Fun _

In his first address to the county pioneer society
Judge Turner discussed the first settlers in a social
way, He could not remember any extensive coloniz-
ation but said that ‘‘there were to be found among
the early settlers men from Ireland, Scotland, England
Wales, New England, New York, Ohio and the Can-
adas, They had never seen or heard of each other be-
fore. This sort of mixed settlement was as pleasant
as any. The mormon is doomed to see the hated gen-
tile climb his fence ere it is scarcely built. The most
carefully consorted communities can scarcely preserve
their exclusiveness for an hour, I conclude therefore
that Livingston county made as much progress and
had realy as much amusement as any other.”’

Hon, Jerome W. Turner once said: ‘‘Howell was a
town from the start with a grin on its conntennnce,
which never relaxed but continually flowed into guf-
faws.”” In 1839 Shubael B, Slitter emigrated to Howell
from Ann Arbor, where he had moved from New
York four years before, and bought of Simon P.
Shope the tract east of the village on the Grand River
road as it was by this time called, about where it is
crossed by the Ann Arhor railway. On this land there
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was a house built by Alexander Fraser for a residence
to which Sliter added a log and a frame addition and
opened a hotel. To this hotel and its proprietor is
largely due the reputation for fun which Howell soon
gained abroad.

In an impromptu address to the pioneer society in
1873 Judge Turner told this story: In these early
days court week was the great occasion of the new
county Everybody was at ecourt, The crowd that
gathered at Sliter’s at such time was far beyond all
his limited sleeping accomodations. His bar room
floor was literally covered with jurors and witnesses
during the nights.

One night when the floor was about as densely pop-
ulated as it could be with sleepers two lawyers named
George Danforth and Olney Hawkins from Ann
Arbor, crawled out the back way, and by inducements
in the shape of Indian corn, succeeded in calling two
large hogs to the bar room door and getting them in-
side. Then they started a bulldog Slitter owned after
the hogs and quietly but swiftly retired to their beds
in a rear passage. If Slitter's dog ever had any fail-
ings they could not be urged against his persistency
as a biter, The scene that followed would baffle dis-
cription. The squealing of a captured hog is always
very thrilling but when dinned into the ears of sleep-
ing men at the dead of night, and it is accompanied
by vicious kicks and thumps on their bodies it is

alarming.
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The condition of affairs in these days is best deserib-
ed by two gentlemen who were here at the time. We
qguote from Judge Turner and his son above guoted.

*‘Men from the east who had no design of settling
here, staged it out from Detroit, or over from Dexter,
to spend a few days in laughing. One man I know,
who resided in the city of New York, who has since
told me that he was accustomed to travel through al-
most every town in the United States large enough to
hold a meeting house without finding one that could
equal Howell for fun. There was an abandonment
about it, too, that gave it zest; men laughed in hearty
deep-chested tones here in the back woods, and as-
sembled to see the perpetration of a practical joke in
more numerical strength than they did at a funeral.
Nobedy was in a hurry, no one was careful or
trcubled about many things; we had actors and an
audience. Men forsook what little business they had
for simple sport. One man I knew—Elijah Coffren,
a carpenter and joiner by trade,—who would come
down from the roof of a promising job to join in a
little hilarity, and not be able to get away from it so
that he eould return in a month. The super-urgent ‘
business was fun; that was a complete plea to any
declaration for damages on account of any delay in
work. Hven shows which were supposed to carry
about with them a sort of stereotyped humor which
can make an hour passable, were tame concerns here
in those early days and it was two to one that some-
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thing laughable would happen to them before they
left the place. Subjects of mesmerism underwent
copious inundations of ecold water; the magic lantern
cuirass suddenly grew cloudy with ink, and the return
of pewter and tin sixpences astonished the showman
when he counted up after the performance. Apropos
of this there were at an early day, organized in How-
ell, companies of squirters who were armed with pint
and quart squirt guns with which they deluged all
bibulous individuals. A man could get on a drunk
in the daytime but he had need to watch the sun very
closely and not be seen around after nightfall.

‘‘Some of the subjects of this sport were somewhat
ugly; for instance Levi Bristol, a square fighter, a man
who wou:d have been known as an athlete among the
Thebians, but who usually got cornered when he came
to town. He was emphatically an ugly customer and
he asserted in all sorts of foreible inelegance, that
‘the first man who squirts any water onto me’ll get
his head knocked off.” I remember as though it were
but yesterday, his standing one afternoon nearly in
front of Kellogg & Austin’s store—present location
—and he looked like one of Dumas’ ‘colossal wrest-
lers’ in the olympic ring, as he dared the whole town
to furnish him an antagonist who should come bearing
a tin squirt gun. Boy as I was I had read the story
of Goliath of Gath, and when I saw a single person, a
stripling in size emerge from a building on the street
with a quart squirt gun at ‘present arms’ and advanece
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toward this gawk, I must confess I thought I could
see a complete repetition of that historical incident.
I do not know that I was certain then or that I am
entirely positive now, who the lad was who went out
against him, but he had a wonderful similarity to one
Leander Smith, who onece lived in Howell, so similar
as to puzzle people as-to the question of identity. A
fine stream from the youth’s gun struck Bristol fair
and square in the eyes/ Bristol plunged down like a
kingfisher, and whirled himself along in knots and
spirals through the dirt of the street uttering the
most abominable yells that eyer issued from human
lips. He did not seem to know where he was going
or to have the least care. He burst through the front
door of Elisha Hazard’s grocery, knocking over a
counter and roaring like a bull of 'Bashan! Well,
whisky and pepper-sauce in equal parts is not a very
pleasant eye lotion, and Bristol’s visits to Howell be-
came more and more infrequent and of a less turbulent
character.

“‘The general store was a rendezvous and its mam-
moth stove became somewhat of a social shrine. There
the people gathered and there they brought out their
jewels, like the toads, after dark. These jewels served
our purpose then, let us hdpe that they may not be
entirely unregarded now.’’

“‘There lived here, a good many years ago, a man
who was familiarly called ‘Old Cuff Simons,’ of genial
good-hature,” but he was prone to take to much liguor.
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The hoys, on certain occasions of his intoxication,
would deluge the old man with water to an extent
which would satisfy any reasonable Thompsonian.
One evening they were engaged in this pastime in a
hotel kept by George Curtis in this place, and an el-
derly stranger, who happened to be present thinking
it to be an imposition on the old man, strongly re-
monstrated with the boys against what he termed
‘such shameful conduct.” But what was his surprise
when Simons turned upon him with open jack-knife
saying: ‘You’re a transient person (hic) mind your
own (hic) business; the boys are going (hic) to have
their sport.” In New York or Boston such inter-
ference might have been regarded as timely by a be-
sieged drinker, but at Livingston Center it was re-
sented by the victim with far more warmth than by
his persecutors’’

One day the boys secured an old crate in which
dishes had been shipped, and got it ready for Simons
when he should get on a drunk. It wasn’t a great
while before they had use for their cage. ‘‘Old Cuff”’
thought the joke a good one when they coaxed him
out on the public square and got him into the trap.
He roared and bellowed for awhile, imitating a wild
animal. After awhile he tired of it and wanted to
get out but the old crate was fixed up too strong and
it was half a day or more before he was released.

About 1840 the land was full of prospectors and ad-
venturers and these numerous hotels did a much larger
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business proportionately than they would today.
Although Sliter's was some distance from town and a
long streteh of corduroy road lay between the village
and the hotel it was a popular resort. It came to be
understood however that the man who stopped there
must expect to become the victim of some joke before
he left and few got away without an experience more
or less funny.

Sliter afterwards settled in Deerfield where his wife
dicd. After that he went to Kent county and started
another hotel but lost it in a trade for land which only
existed in the mind of the speculator who beat him
out of his property.

Allen C. Weston started some kind of a stage line
between Howell and Detroit, in 1838 and in 1840 be-
gan the ercction of a hotel. Before it was finished
his eyesight failed and he traded the property and
stage line to Benjamine Spring for land on section 15.
Spring completed the hotel and built a new stage
which was probably as¢ odd as the odd character who
ran the line. It was painted red and named the ‘‘Red
Bird.”” It was not only a vehiele for land traffic but
carried passengers safely through the rapids near
Detroit where it served as a boat.

Spring was a worthy contemporary of Sliter. 1t is
said that he had a boarder who was more prompt to
meals than he was to pay his bill. Spring met him
at the dining room door as he was coming out with
several boarders one day, and handing him some
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money, told him ‘‘for pity sakes when you come next
time, stop and pay for what you eat.”” Spring ac-
knowledged himself beaten when the boarder took his
cash and calling the erowd with him,went over to the
bar of another hotel and set-em-up.

Spring was a great admirer of General Cass. The
o0ld vetran stopped at his hotel when campaigning here
and Spring went into the dining room himself to see
that his noted guest was properly cared for. Judge of
his consternation when he saw the general pu.l a hair
out of the butter, But Spring was not to be daunted
and called out to his wife, in a voice which could be
heard all over the room, telling her to go over t°
(Gay’s store and see if she couldn’t find some hutter in
which the hairs were better rotted.

One summer night in 1844, when a party of men
were busy with eards at Spring’s hotel their hottle
was left co near the window that some boys reached
in and stole it. The effect upon them was as a live
coal which had roused Edward ¥, Gay who had de-
decided to try and better the condition by building a
temperance hotel. Accordingly he talked the matter
over with his neighbors and decided to buy the lot
where the Goodnow block now stands, at the corner
of Grand River and Division streets. Unfortunately
he told some of his neighbors of this decision and the
opposition attemped to head off his temperance move-
ment. Hezekiah Gates hurried off to Detroit the day
hefore Gay was to go, and bought the lot. Assoon as
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he returned he began arranging for the erection of a
hotel which afterwards became Union Hall and was
prominent here for years.

Mr. Gay learned of the Gates scheme just before
leaving for Detroit, and selected another site which
was the lot upon which stands the buildings occupied
by the First State and Savings Bank and Barron &
Wine’s drug store. This hotel was the first brick
building in Howell and the first temperance hotel for
miles around. The brick for its erection were burned
on Mr. Gay’s own farm in Marion, now occupied dy
Eastman’s dairy farm, Z. M. Drew furnished the
lime from a kiln he had established near the Marion
town line. Hon. C. €. Ellsworth afterwards a promi-
nent Jawyer here, was the first landlord., Mr. KElls-
worth sure.y was Daniel like for he opened the hotel
with a flag flying to the breeze upen which was in-
seribed ‘‘Liberty and Temperance.”” Mr. (Gay kept
the hotel for many years and then sold it. It was
purchased after a while by Mr. Pebbles and its name
changed to Livingston Hotel. It remained a temper-
ance hotel until torn down when John Weimeister
built the present block in 1869.

Superstitions ones were not at all surprised a the
tate of Hezekiah Gates and his project. The building
of his hotel proved too great a project for his financial
resources. Before its completion he was obliged to
go into bankruptecy. The property was acquired by
Taylor & McPherson and changed hands a number of
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times until 1871, when Union Hall as it was then
known, was burned.

Shaft’s hotel which was built a little later than the
others mentioned, really belonged to this period. It’s
first owner was William® C. Shaft who was Spring’s
opposition in the stage business to Detroit. It
changed hands several times until 1865, when it was
purchased by Benjamine H. Rubert who added a
third story and ran the house successfully until his
death. His son Seth B. Rubert ran the house a num-
ber of years. It has changed hands two or three
times since Mr. Rubert died but still bears his name.



CHAPTER V.
Not All Fun

In 1888 the Legislature created a board of county
comrmissioners. But little is left of their records.-
Bmery Beal, Charles P. Bush and Orman Holmes
constituted the board.

The County Commissioners ceased to have author-
ity after the Legislature of 1842 and the board of
supervisors was recorganized. It has met regvlarly
ever since that time,

Judge Kingsley S. Bingham the first Probate Judge
of this county, had no official business to perform.
His office was at his residence in Green Oak. The
next, Judge James W. Stanbury, lived in Pinckney
and held his court there. The first will he admitted to
probate was that of James Sage, the first white settler
of Howell, who dicd June 29, 1839. His will was
dated January 15 of that year and was officially wit-
nessed by Dr. Wellington A. Glover and wife and O.
J. Pinckney. Mr. Sage’s son-in-law, Joseph H.
Pinckoey. was appointed executor. The legatees
were Mrs. Sage widow of the deceased, and her
children, George T. Sage, James R. Sage, Chester A.
Sage, Mary A. W. Pinckney and Hannah A. Walker,
The date of record is quite badly faded but it was
someftime in July, 1839,
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Judge George W. Kneeland who was elected in
1810, moved the office to Howell. His first business
was on February 8, 1841, when letters of administra-
tion were granted in the estate of Josiah P. Jewett.

The Presbyterian societyheld most of its meetings
in the village school house, as did both the other de-
nominations, until the year 1840, In 1839 the society
began the erection of a church building which was
completed the following year. This church originally
stood a little north of the Central School Hous? sqnare
and fronted to the south, amidst what was then a
growth of underbrush. The site proved to be a had
one as in muddy weather, the church was almost inac-
cessible, and it was moved to nearly the present site
of the Knapp shops. Sometime afterward the society
hecame involved by too extensive repairs to the build-
ing and it was sold at forced sale, to the highest bid-
der. It was afterwards moved to Division street and
oceupied by Staley’s wagon shop for a good many
years. Its old ruins, about twenty feet from the first
school house, still remain.

When the church was first organized it adopted the
nnion plan but on September 21, 1839, by resolution
it became Presbyterian and remained so until July 29,
1843 when it changed to Congregational, but returned
to Presbyterian October 27, 1845 and has been in that
connaction sinee that date.

As before referred to there was a determined effort
made to move the county site to Brighton and the
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matter was brought before the Legislature in 1837
but was defcated by the determined efforts of F. J.
Crane and others. This agitation however had the
effect to d2feat all projects to baild sutiable buildings
when preseuted to the people as heretofore detailed
in these pages. The earliest officers who had office
in Howell, all made their offices at the Fagle Tavern.
F.J. B. Crane built a one story building of twoe
rooms near the site of Mrs. Amos T. Slader’s present
regidence, in 1837 and the county offices were soon
moved to it, the building being rented by the county.
It was afterwards purchased as will be noted further
cu. In 1842, the beard of supervisors coniracted
with Benjamiu Spring, for the use of his ball room in
his hotel in which to hold comt. for fifteen dollars,
Lie to furnish wood. This arrangement only lasted
for a short time and the Presbyterian chureh wus
leased for holding cowmrt and ail ceunty mectings.
The rental was twenty five dollars per term of cowrt
for a time, and later, forty dollare per year, for all
conunty purposes. This latter arrangement centinued
for about three vears, until what is now known as
the old court house, was completed In the spring of
1845, a vote was taken at each town meeting, to build
a court house and jail, and the board of Supervisors
elected a building committee who advertised for the
recieval of plans and sperifications. By the time the
board met in October of that year, they had taken le-
gal counsel and decided that they had not a legal
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right to levy a tax for the same and so resolved.

In the following year the Legislature passed an en-
abling act and the hoard at a speeial meeting in June,
1846, arranged for the building of the old court house.
After some delay, the contract was let to Emos B.
Taylor whe completed the building late in the fall of
1847. The total cost including extras, was $5,928.

By a resolution of the Board, the belfry was erected
upon condition that the people of Howell should raise
a suitable sum to purchase a hell. When the old
court house was torn down, the hell was saved by
Fishbheck Brothers and others. It has since been
properly mounted and stands just inside the bar rail-
ing in the ecireult court room. .

When it came to huilding the court house, the loca-
tion became an important issue. No one had cared
particularly where the commissioners should locate the
county site except that it should be in Howell but
when the buildings were to be commenced that was
another question and especially so to Peter Cowdry
and HEdward Thompson who had platted additions to
the village and were sure that if they could get the
buildings located upon their land it would prove a
bhoom to their additions. After a proper effort they
succeeded in so doing and the connty site was changed
from the old public square south of Grand River strest
and west of Walnut street, to its present location, the
front part of the present square heing donated to the
county by Mr. Cowdry and the north half by Mr.
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Thompson, the land presented including the streets
clear around the present square. The lots of the
original portion of town had many of them been pur-
chased by speculators who were non residents and this
fact with the moving of the county site, had much to
do with changing the principal part of the town to the
new additions. With the procuring of the new site,
the old county office building was moved to the new
square in a position about midway between the pres-
ent front of the court house and the west side of the
square. When the brick office building was erected
on that site it was moved to the north side of the
square and was later sold to William B. Smith who
raoved it a Dblock east, on the south side of Grand
River street west of Bernard street, where it became
part of the residence recently purchased by Oscar
Hesse. It has been rebuilt several times. Immedi-
ately after the court house was finished the board of .
supervisors passed a resolution to allow all religious
denominations to hold services there and the proposi-
tion was accepted by all but the Presbyterians who
already had their chureh built.

The jail and sheriff’s residence occupied the ground
floor of the old court house and the court and jury
rooms the second story.

In 1849 a contract was let to George W. and Fred-
erick J. Lee to build an office building west of the
court house, on the site occupied by the wooden office
building. This building was completed that year and
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of Prbbate and Cotutly Treabuter! enst” of thé leoutt
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old cemetry is now part of the Toledo Ann Avbor and
North Michigan Railway grounds where they are
crossed hy Barnard street and run a little east of the
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street where S. B. Rubert’s lumber and coal yard is
now located. .

About this time or a little before, the village ae-
quired its first resident pastor. Rev. Henry Root
who had been employed by the Presbyterian church,
moved to Howell ag its pioneer in that profession.
The people of this county were of a literary taste and
in 1843 organized a Union Lyceum which became very
popular in those early days.

About this time the Fleming post office was estab-
lished. J. W. Smith was its first postmaster and the
office was located in his residence which stood nearly
opposite to the present farm residence of Frank HHe-
cox, on the Grand River road. It was afterwards
moved to six corners where it was maintained until
some time after free rural delivery was established.

The Marr buring ground was also established in the
early ’40s.

The old general training days were seasong of rev-
elry more or less important from the first, but their
amount in this county were of a comparatively small
importance before 1843, As far back as the days of
Amos Adams there were some things accomplished in
this line and that gentleman painted a flag for use on
these occasions, which is still in existence, a treasured
relic in the home of George W. Monroe. In 1843 a
regiment was oréimized in this county with Col. Tim-
othy R. Allison of Pinckney, in command. By an
order dated Feb. 7, 1843, he divided the county into
company beats, Handy and Howell being assigned to
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one beat. The company from this beat was compar-
atively well organized with Ralph Fowler of Fowler-
ville, as eaptain. The troops were mustered in on
old public scuare, but a portion of the forty sold to
M. J. and Alexander McPherson, by Mrs. A. L. Crit-
tenden soon after her husband’s death was prepared
for training purposes. The general poor success of
trainings of this character, to secure the desired re-
sults, caused the repeal of the law soon after the above
date and ended all extensive efforts of that character
in Howell.

The early f»ioneers were patriots as strong as many
who have come after them. The fivst Fourth of July
celebration in this city was held under temperance
auspices, in 1844, in the grove where the Presbyterian
church now stands. No attempt was made at fire-
works or other evening demonstration,

Manufacturing in a pioneer way, took quite a boom
about this time. Andrew L. Hill opened a wagon
shop in 1842. Mr. Hill made the first cutter in town
for Philander Glover. It was afterwards purchased
by Judge Turner who located here in 1840. In 1846
W. K, Melvin and James Lawther opened the “Ar-
cade shops’’ and put up the building which years
after, was built over into the Commercial Hotel. In
1844, Hickey and Galloway erected a foundry on the
site ofMrs, L. V. D. Cook’s residence south of the
tunnel. They not only manufactured all kinds of
agricultural implements, but all kinds of stoves, ket-
tles, ete. The shops were successively owned by
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Lemuel Spooner and Edward Thompson, W, O. Archer
and lastly by Abigal W. Smith and Dexter Fil-
kins, They were burned while the latter gentlemen
owned them. Dr. Z. H. Marsh settled here in 1847.

The shores of time in this vicinity are lined with
wrecks of select schools and other private educational
institutions. The earliest of these was by Theodore
Bridgeman who opened his Howell Select School in
1845, in the old Presbyterian church. The school
lived only a little while and died in time to make room
for the Clasical Select School which was started in
December of that year by Rev. G. F. McEwen, but
this enferprise soon kept company with its predecessor.
Mrs. Mariah L. Charles was the next and her select
school was quite an institution in the summer of 1846.

The Howell Academy was opened April 1, 1846, and
premised to be quite an institution but the promises
were never realized. The failure of the academy led
to the organization of a stock company of $10,000, com-
posed of Josiah Turner. F. C. Whipple, Elijah F. Burt,
Alvan Isbell, Gardner Wheeler, George W. Lee,
John Kenyon Jr., Almon Whipple and Edward E.
Gregory. This firm never did anything beyond the
procurement of its charter.

The old frame school house proved entirely inade-
quate for the growth of the town and early in the
forties agitation for a new one began to grow. An

-appropriation for a new building was made in 1845,

but was reconsidered. A fight between sections north
and south of Grand River street was fully develeped
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and lasted several vears. The north side was never
strong enough to secure the location although they
managed to secure south-siders enough to change
every location decided upon from 1845 to 1849, and
kept the ball rolling from the old public square, the
present site of the M. E. Church, and others, until its
final location on the present site of the central scoool
building, Deoember 15, 1848. The question of loca-
tion would no doubt have continued much longer had
not a resolution been passed in September, 1848, in-
structing the distriet board to sell the school house
which they did and rented rooms in the Stage House
tor school purposes, John Dickson being employed to
teach there. The first proposition was to build a two
story briek school house, thirty-eight by forty-eight
feet in size but a resolution to this effect created eon-
siderable opposition as the proposition to bhuild a
“castle’’ The size was changed to twenty-six by
thirty-six feet and the building built for $10,000, by
Elijah Coffren. Willis Wills was tho first teacher
in the new building, '

In 1849, a dissolution arose in the Presbyterian
church and Charles Clark, Mrs. Mariah Clark,
Zebulon M. Drew, Edward F. Gay, Mis. Clarssa L.
Gay, Benjamine W. Cardell and wife drew out of
that church and organized a Congregational church.

The Bible society was organized in 1842 and did
considerable work wuntil 1846. A new society was
organized in 1849 which has been allowed to lapse al-
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though a small stock of Bibles still remained in the

" ¢are of J. L. Pettibone Esq. until his health failed a

few years ago.

Aboutthis time the prevailing epidemic of fun mak-
ing took a setback. The wife of a blacksmith named
Rorabacher died. Her Dbereaved husband failed to
wait a sufficient time after her funeral, to suit his
neighbors ideas of propriety, before he married his
second wife. Oneresult of this condition of affairs
was the arrangement for a regular old fashioned
horning. The late Dr. Huntington who was always
ready for fun was solicited to captain the horning
party but he declined the honor and decided to pre-
sent a counter attraction. Accordingly he arranged
with a couple of confederates and the three crawled
up near Rorabacher’s house unobserved by its oe-
cupants who were all unconscions of what awaited
them. In time the horning party arrived, led by
Benjamin Spring who was literally covered with sleigh-
bells. As he approached at the head of his crowd,
the doctor and his party opened upon them with
double barrelled shot guns. Spring cut and run, nor
would he go back. Some little noise was started how-
ever, but word came from the house that the bride
had been scared into hysterics and the doctor had a
patient on his hands. It took very little coaxing to
send the crowd away for the joke was so badly on
Spring because of his scare, that everyone pulled him
back to his hotel to liquor up at his expense. The
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whole thing figured out so hard against him that he
was never anxious to lead again in anything of that
kind and as Sliter moved to Deerfield the two leaders
were out ¢f it and things quited down a bit.

There were great tracts of land all around, which
were unfenced and cattle were allowed to run at large
during the days. Occasionally one would come up
missing and the theory usually was that it had wan-
dered into some of the marshes and mired out of sight.
Johnathan Austin lost a cow and after awhile, gave
it up as lost. Some months later a neighbor told him
that he had seen his cow pasturing on the publie
square, Mr. Austin went to the square and finding a
cow which looked like bis, drove her home. Then Z.
M, Drew’s cow was reported lost. In time it was re-
ported to Mr. Drew that Johnathan Awustin had his
cow and he went to claim it. Both men were sure
the cow was theirs and a law suit was the rvesult.
Both were leading members of the Presbyterian church
and there was quite a little row kicked up in church
circles over the matter. The trial created no end of
interest. Both sides presented leading citizens who
positively identified the cow andeverything looked like
an even strength for both sides of the case. Shortly
before time for adjournment for supper, Dr. Hunting-
ton who was one of the jurors casually asked witness-
es on both sides as to the milking qualities. Austin’s
witnesses agreed that his cow was a hard milker, while
Drew’s witnesses testified that his cow was a very
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easy milker. The case went to the jury in the even-
ing and they returned a verdict in a few minutes,
unanimous for Drew. During the intermission the
doetor quietly went and milked the cow. As soon as
they reached the jury room he told his companions
what he had done. The fact that she was an easy
milker settled the case. In those early days however,
it didn’t settle the row.

Another case about that time will remain a standing
joke of the county as long as the pioneers remain. A
man had been arrested for stealing and was taken into
Circuit Court where he stated that he had no money
and Attorney Hawkins was appointed to defend him,
Mr. Hawking told the courl that he did not want to
go to trial without talking with his client and was
allowed to go into a room alone with him. He issaid
to have asked the fellow if he was guilty and was an-
swered that he was. To his enquiry as to whether
they could prove it his client said that he guessed that
they could for they found the stolen property with him.
Hawking asked him how much money he had and took
half of it. He then pointed to a window and told the
prisoner to ‘‘git.”” He ‘‘got’’ and Hawkins went off
over town. After awhile the sheriff hunted him up
and told him the judge wanted to see him, Hawkins
is said to have sauntered leisurely into the court room.
‘When he entered alone the judge enquired where the
prisoner was. Mr. Hawkins replied courteously that
he was not the prisoner’s keeper and finally said that
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the last he saw of him he went through a window.
The judge hurried officers after him but he was free.

Another law suit which is still told of by the old
citizens was one in which Ira Brayton was defendant.
He had become indebted to one of the early pioneers
in the sum of twenty dollars and had given a mortgage
on three fine yokes of cattle worth several times that
amount, but was not able to raise the money and his
creditor expected to take the cattle. So sure was he
of securing them that he solicited jobs of ‘‘breaking
up’”’ new land expecting to do the work with these
cattle. Hzra Frishee finally decided to help Mr. Bray-
ton out. Constable Durfee who was long remembered
because he always went barefooted, was the officer in
the case and learned of Mr. Frisbee’s intentions. As
soon as the bidding reached the amount of the debt
and costs, he struck the cattle off to Mr. Frishee who
left them with Mr. Brayton. In his efforts to save
himself Mr. Brayton had acquired a judgement which
another man held against his ereditor, and had placed
this with Constable Durfee for collection. As soon as
Mzr. Frisbee placed the money on a table tc pay for
the cattle the constable levied upon enough to satisfy
this judgment and the grinding creditor got out of the
whole transaction considerably in the hole.

While most of the pioneers made the best of things
and put up with privations, there were those who
missed the luxuries of the outside world. Among
these was a man named Betts who settled in the north
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west part of town in the early forties. He came from
New York and was always lamenting the fact that
he could not enjoy what his neighbors put up with.
One morning it was found that he had taken poison
and was dead. This was the first experience of this
character and was quite a shock for the pioneer
settlers.

Dr. Gardner Wheeler’s location in Howell as the
first physician here was noted in a previous chapter.
He was followed in 1839, by Dr, Charles A. Jeffries
who remained here until 1843 when he moved to
Washtenaw county. Dr. Willlam Huntington sue-
ceeded to his practice when he left Howell and re-
mained here until his death. His son Dr. Wm. C.
Huntington practiced with his father for many years
and succeeded to the extensive practice which he built.

Dr. Nichols Hard located here in 1841 and remained
for two years. Dr. E. F. Olds moved here in 1843
but never practiced a great deal. He was a fine pen-
man and taught writing school while here. Dr.
William Dowlman came here from England in 1846,
but never practiced a great deal. Ile wasa Methodist
local preacher and did considerable work in that line
in the western part of the county. He served as
regular pastor at Stevenson in the upper peninsula
in the latter ’70s and as far as konown never came
back here. Dr. Thomas R. Spence located in Howell
in 1846 and had an extensive practice for about six
yvears, when he moved to Detroit. Dr. Andrew
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Blanck settled here in 1848 and held a leading place
in his profession for a good many years. Dr. Wm. L.
Wells settled in Howell in 1849 and enjoyed a very
extensive practice for the rest of his life.

Attorney Wellington A Glover, Howell’s first law-
yer, was about two years alone in his profession here
and then Josiah W, Turner came in 1840. Soon
after settling here Judge Turner was appointed
master in chancery. He also hecame deputy county
clerk under Jesse Mapes who held the office at that
time, and did the work of the office. Mr. Mapes re
signed in Februvary, 1842, and the young lawser was
appointed to the position. That coming fall he was
elected to the office and again in 1844. In November
1846, he was elected county judge and re-elected in
1850. 1In 1856 Lic was elected Judge of Probate. In
May, 1857 he was appointed, Judge of the Supreme
Court. In the November election of that year he
was elected Cirenit Judge to which he was re-elected
three times. In 1860 Judge Turner moved to Owosso,
to be nearer the center of his circuit. He continued
to make that his home until his death in 1907. He
held several important governmental positions after
moving to Owosso. In his early years in Howell, he
attended to the duties of his official positions, en-
gaged in other lines of business, and built up a nice
law practice. Soon after coming here he built the
office building just south of the city building, and a
residence on the lot now vacant, oppesite Fishbeck
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Bros. shoe shop. He afterward built the house at the
corner of Fleming and Hubbell streets, now occupied
by R. C. Reed, which was his home for a good many
years.

Fredrick C. Whipple who settled, in Brighton in
1841 and was the founder of the Livingston (‘ourier,
moved to Howell with the paper, in 1846 and prac-
ticed law here for twenty-two years. He served the
county as Circuit Court Commissioner, Prosecuting
Attorney and Judge of Probate at various times.
He was a brilliant lawyer and was recognized as a
leading jury lawyer of the state.

Lauren K. Hewett settled here in 1842 and prac-
ticed law for about fifteen years. His brother Lewis
H. Hewett was associated with him here for some
vears. Richard B. Hall practiced law here from 1843
to 1848. He afterwagds went to California where he
became a detective of some considerable note.

James H. Ackerson became a lawyer here in 1843.
His practice has the reputation of sharp dodging rather
than profound law. A story is told that he was em-
ployed to defend a man who was guilty of larceny.
Ackerson saw defects in the papers and arranged with
his man to break them and then run him off while
they were drawing new ones. For this purpose he
rode one horse and led another when he went out to
the country justice’s for the examination. The scheme
worked and the prisoner got safely away on the extra
horse.
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Johu B. Dillingham commnenced the practice of law
lere about 1845, and had a good business for ahout
fourteen yvears. IHemoved to Saginaw in 1359, While
here on a  visit and business trip sometime later, he
was taken suddenly sick and died.

Justin Lawyer scttled here to practice law in 1846
hut only remained a few yesrs, moving from here to
Union City, Branch county, from where he aufterwards
moved to Coldwater. e died very suddenly a few
vears ago, leaving a handsome propervty. His widow
who is remembered here as a most eceentric charvacter,
never admits anyone iunside the deor of her palacial
home and never leaves it in the daytime if she can
possibly avoid doing so. Practically all her connce-
tion with the outside world is done with her telephone.

Charles C, Ellsworth, first laudlord of Gay’s tem-
perance hotel, studied law with Judge Turner and was
admitted to the bar herein 1848.  He married a dangh-
ter of Mr. (Gay and oved to Greenville in 1851,
where he became prominent in his profession and in
politics. He served that district in Congress with
some little distinction.  Another of Judge Turner’s
students was John F, Farnsworth who afterwards be-
came a Congressman from an [llinois district,

William A Clark moved here from Brighton,
while prosecuting attorney, about 1851. In the
early ’60 s he moved to Saginaw.

As noted previously Rev. Edward E. Gregory set-
tled in Howell in 1839. He lived for some time in
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Rev. Henry Root’s unfinished house and as he used
to say, “‘Cooked by a stump in the street,”” at that
time he tried farming on his farmn three miles. away.
Tn 1845 he becaane pastor of the Presbyterian chureh
here and sevved faithfully in that position for two
vears. Withthe exception of a short time in Owosso,
Mr. Gregory continued to reside in Howell until his
death in 1884. He was of a quiet and unasuming na-
ture but of sterling Christian character. His name
was associated with all the organizations for moral
uplift in the early days of this community.

Joseph B. Skilbeck opencd a shoe shop in Howell
about 1840. His business was gradually developed in-
to a general store which he ecarried on for a number
of vears, acquiring a good  property which kept him
in plenty in his deelining years.

John R. Neely came here abont the same time as
Mr. Skilbeck. He was a mason by trade, the pioneer.
in that line of bhusiness to live here. Several of the
older buildings are monuments of his labor.

Joseph Rowe the pioneer tailor was another to ar-
rive about that time.

The Livingston Courier, a five column folio paper,
was the first published in the county. Itg first issue
was at Brighton on January 10, 1843. Nicholas Sul-
livan was its first publisher and Frederick C. Whipple
was its first editor. Iarly in October, 1843, it was
moved (o Howell by its publisher and Lewis H,
Hewett was employed as editor. Its first issue in
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Howell was October 11. About three vears after
moving to Howell, Mr. Sullivan sold the Couricr {o
E, R. Powell and it was afterwards owned by William
B. Smith and George L. Root. Under Mr. Root's
management the paper died in 1856, A few adver-
tisements from the Courier of May 10, 1848, may be
of interest:

“The Livingston Courier will be issned every Wed-
nesday morning, at the village of Howell, Livingston
County, Michigan, E. R, Powell editor and proprietor.
Terms: One dollar and fifty cents per anum in advance
otherwise two dollars wiil be required in every case.”

“Hewett & Hall, Attorneys and Councellors at Law
and Solicitors in Chaneery, office over lLee’s store,
Howell, Livingston connty, Mieh. I.. H., Hewett,
Prosecuting Attorney. R. B. Hall, Notary Publie.”’

“L. K. Hewett, Attorney and Counselor, Circuil
Court Commissioner.  Office opposite the Public
Square, Howell.”’

“%. H. Marsh, M. b., Physician and Surgeon,
Office one door east of the Post Office, Howell, Liv,
Co. Mich.”’ ’

“A. S. Hollister, Watch Maker, Clocks, Watch-
es, Jewelry, &e., of every description, cleaned,
repaired and warranted. Shop one door east of the
Livingston Hotel.”’

“John W. Smith, Justice of the Peace, Office one
door west of the Post Office, over W. Riddle’s store,
Howell, Mich.”’ '
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‘Livingston Hotel, by N. Sullivan, Howell, Liv-
ingston County, Michigan,’’

““Union Hall, by N. Smith, Howell, Mich.”’

““New Harness Shop, opposite the Court House,
kept by A. Hiseock.”’

“‘Physic & Surgery. The undersigned having
formed a partnership for the purpose of praecticing the
above profession, will be veady at all times, (unless
engaged in professional business) to attend such as
may require their sevvices.  Gardner Wheeler. Thom-
as R. Spence.”’

Advertisements also appeared for Clark & Hopkins
and W. A. Buckland, general merchants; Bush & Co.
grocers, and .. K. Hewett, wheat buyer. The only
item of local news in the whole paper read as follows:
“‘Going Ahead. Our village is progressing with
rapid strides; building after building is arising on
either haud, while the hand-saw and hammer of the
carpenters almost deafen one. Tearing down, draw- -
ing off and rebuilding, is the order of the day.
Messrs. Hinman & Bush and Bewett & Huntley have
commenced the cellar for a large two-story brick block
to Dbe occupied as stores and offices. Onward is the
march of empire. We are creditably informed that
the entire stock of the Plank road from Detroit
through this place to the capitol, will soon be taken
and finished to this place. We opine sueh good luek
for the present.”’



CHAPTER VI,
For Early Lravel.

Indian trails were the first roads in this section.
They formed the highways over which the pioneers
came to their wilderness homes. Occasionally the
wagons wonld come up againgt the trees which grew
s0 near together that one must be cut before they
could get through. The heginnings could hardly be
detailed as such, but somehow the march of progress
turned these indian trails into roads,

July 4th, 1832, Congress passed nn act divecting
the president to appoint three commissiorcrs to lay
out a road for military and other purpoces, from De-
troit through Shiawassee county to the mouth of the
Grand river, The sum of 92,500 was expended
during the next two years, in openicg and grading
the first ten miles out. In 1833, Congress apportioned
$25,000 mere, which opened the road one hundred
feet wide through the timber, and built bridges as fer
as the Cedar river. A grant of five thousand acres of
land was also secured for the Grand river and Sagi-
naw roads, of which our road received its share.
While the work thus provided for was in progress
Michigan hecame a state. Soon after Judge Turner
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came to Howell in 1840, he became interested in the
project. The road, which he found opened to Brigh-
ton, was gradually worked through Howell, and near-
ly to Fowlerviile, largely by his efforts for state
appropriations and other ways of securing funds for
that purpose. In the spring of 1841, $5,000 was
transferred by the State Legislature from the ““North-
ern Wagon Road,”” to the ‘‘Grand River Turunpike,”
with which it was opened to Lansing. This appro-
priation was increased by the addition of ‘‘non resi-
dent taxes’’ for all land within two miles of the road
along the line of the improvement. The legislature
of 184, passed an act providing that 10,000 acres of
internal improvement lands be appropriated to im-
proving the Girand River road from Howell to what
is now Lansing. then the village of Michigan, six
thousand acres in Ingham county and four thousand
acres in Livingston county. With the aid of a large
number of private subseriptions which were secured,
this appropriation added to what had gone before,
put the road west of Howell in fairly good condition.

Beforc this time the stage lines heretofore men-
tioned, were doing a thriving business from Howell
to Detroit. About 1342 or ’43, Ralph Fowler who had
become very much interested in the road west of town
because of his conneetion with it as commissiener,
and C. B. Williams of Williamston, put a line of
lmnber wagons to running between Howell and Lan-
sing, which rapidly developed into another stage line
in that divection.
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The first Legislature of Michigan went on vrecord for
roads. Acts were passed for state roads everywhere
where any one suggested them. Tf a very small per-
centage of those provided for had come to be roads,
ths pioneers would have vied with present day tax
conditions. Among those which would have come to
Howell was a road from Allegan to Hastings, to
Charlotte, to Mason, to Howell, to interseet with
the Grand River road here. F. J. B. Crane of How-
ell, was one of its commissioners. The next Legisla-
ture seems to have ingisted that something he done
for this road for another act was passed for the same
line. Guy C. Lee was named as commissioner in
this act in place of Mr. Crane. In 1838 the same
line was again provided for except that in describing
it, the line was reversed, the description comimencing
at Flowell. George W. Jewett was one of the com-
missioners named in this act. It seems to have been
a case of three times and out however, for the road
was never built.

In 1840 an act was passed providing for a state
road from Milford to Howell but it was never
opened.

While the proposed line failed to touch Howell the
canal fever which swept through this section about
1857 should be noted in this connection. The Leg-
islature appropriated $20,000 for the surveys. Three
lines were proposed which touched the county, The
one which promised most was to commence at Mf,
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Clemens on the Clinton river and ran to the mouth
of the Kalamazoo river. It crossed Crooked lake in
this county. A branch canal was promoted from
Crooked lake along the Huron river to Dexter, and
a company was chartered for its construction. A
late as 1845 the agitation for these water routes had
life but they too died in the paper stages of the en-
terprise. ‘

In 1843 a rail road project was started but farmers
all along the line strongly opposed it on the ground
that it would injure their teaming trade and make it
unprofitable for themn to keep so many horses, thus
forcing them back to oxen for their farm work.
Partially as an outgrowth of this rail road agitation
there grew up a sentiment for a plank road which
materialized the mnext year when the Legislature
passed an act appointing Charles P. Bush and Ely
Barnard of Livingston county and Levi Cook, John
Blindbury aud David Thompson of Wayne Coanty
as a board of commissioners to solicit stock to build
the ‘‘Detroit and Grand River Plank Road.”” Quite
an amount was secured but no where near the $50,000
which the chartcr provided for and the projeet was
given up. ‘

In 1850 another plank road enterprise was started.
George W, Lee, Josiah Turner, B. W. Dennis, F. S.
Prevost and Noah Ramsdell were appointed com-
missioners by act of the Legislature, to solicit stock
for the building of a plank road from Howell to
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Byron. The next year the act was amended by mak-
ing Nathaniel Turner and Harvey T. Lee com-
missioners in place of B, W. Dennis and F. J. Pre-
vost, The $30,000 required by their charter was
never securved but enough was raised to make the
promoters sure that it would pull through and their
company was organized by electing George W. Lee,
president, Josiah Twiner secretary and treasurer.

April 3, 1848, a company was incorporated with a
capital stock of one-hundred and twenty-five thousand
dollars, to bnild a plank road from Detroit o How-
ell, also from a point on this road to Waterford, also
from some other point on the line, to Milford. The
company was empowered to increase its stock twenty-
five thousand dollars at some future time, and then
to extend its main line from Howell to ‘‘the village of
Michigan,”” now Lansing . A commission was se-
lected to solicit stock, as follows: Henry Ledyard
and A. S. Bagg of Detroit, Joseph M. Mead of Ply-
mouth, Aungustus C. Baldwin of Milford, and Josiah
Turner of Howell, By its charter this company was
empowered ‘‘to enter upon and take possession’ of
the Detroit and Grand River road.

Hon. C. C. Trowbridge of Detroit, became president
of the company and Henry Ledyard, also of Detroit,
secretarv and treasurer. The commission made a
vigerous canvass and soon had enough money to war-
ant commencing work. During the year 1850 the
plank was laid to Howell and the great enterprise be-
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came a fact. The financial success of the Detroit
and Howell road was assured long before the “planks
were all laid. This caused the organization of an-
other company which secured its incorporation in
the spring of 1850. James Seymour, Hiram H.
Smith, Ephraim B. Danforth, George W. Lee and
Frederick C. Whipple were the commission to solicit
sixty thousand dollars of stock. Their company was
given the Grand River road from Lansing to How-
ell. They had raised enough to commence work by
that fall and two years later, had the road completed.
In these days it is hard to gragsp the value of such
a road to the developement of all this part of Mich-
igan. It opened the way for the hundreds of teams
which daily passed over it. The old stages which
were little more than lumber wagons, gave place to
four horse vehicles which carried from twelve to
twenty persons each.

When the planks wore out and rotted away the
company filled the gaps with gravel which became
more and more substantial until the early "70s when
public sentiment against the tollgates became so great
that everyone could see that thev were not to stand
much longer. The companies took off their repair
torces and allowed the “road to run down grad-
ually, until the people would stand it no longer, and
in 1881 they ceased to collect toll here. They hung
on in other parts of the line until some years later,
The old tollgate houses were moved back and sold
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for residences. Charters of the companies provided
for gates every five miles. As Howell was the end
of both roads, each company maintained a gate here
the one just in the eastcrn part of town and the oth-

er at the brow of the hill just west of the village.
This arrangement made it inpossible for anyone to
get in or out of town without paying the cent per
mile they traveled on that road, for eaeh horse they
dvove. It seems a nominal amount but it was a big
enterprize in the early day and paid a large income on
the investment hefore the railroad came here.

In this connection it may he well to review the rail
road projects and development here. A few miles
beyond Brighton is a little settlement of very old
houses and a one-story brick building. This old
town i1s Kensington. In the very early days it had
a few aggressive men who sought to build a eity
there. The brick building was their ‘‘Wild Cat”’
bank, It’s failure with the consequent loss to people
all through this section, was their death blow. In
whatever enterprise their names appeared after
that, the people turned against it. In 1837 a rail
road was projected from Detroit to Farmington, to
Kensington, to Howell, to Byron, to Shiawassee vil-
lage. It is noticable that the charter provided that
the company should not only have the right to propel
cars by steam power, but by animals or a combina-
tion of any power they should decide upon. The
‘sommission to solieit stock for this enterprise had two
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members from Kensingtén who were prominent in the
work, and the people refused to take hold with them.
Even the names of such thoroughly reliable men as
Ely Barnard of Howell, and others along the line who
were members of the commission, did not suffice to
give the people confidence and they would not take
hold.

In 1847, there was another railroad project here.
George W. Lee, L. K. Hewett and E. F. Burt were
the Howell portion of the committee which worked
it up. They created quite a sentiment and raised
considerable money here. Other paits of the line
failed to bring up their portion however and the com-
pany never went far enough to even organize.

June 17, 1864 a meeting was held at New Hudson
in response to a sentiment which had long been grow-
ing, and the Detroit and Howell Railroad Company
was organized. The board of directors elected at that
time contained the names of John H. Galloway, E. F.
Burt, R. C. Rumsey, Joseph H. Wileox, Elv Barnard, .
William MePherson and Mareus B. Wilcox of Howell.
The directors organized by electing Theodatus T.
Lyon, president; B. F. Burt, secretary; William Me
Pherson, treasurer and Marcus B. Wileox, attorney.
The capital stock was placed at $400,000 in shares of
fifty dollars each. Hiram Newman, Isaac W. Bush,
P. B. Holdridge, Giles Tucker and J. M. Swife were
appointed a commission to secure the stock,

There was a unity of purpose in Howell at that day
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which swnnounts every obstacle. Led by William Mc
Pherzon, who was more active in the work snd more
ready to sacrifice his time and labov than probably any
other, the people went after the great project they had
undertaken. A vear later $250,000 had heen wub-
seribed, aund in September, 1866, President Lyon
announced that $300,000 had been securad. This wis
“the sum agreed upon when work should begin.

It required another year to secure the surveys and
preliminary engineering and then gradine commenced.
Many will remember that day when the crowd gath-
cred nesr a low place of ground not far from where
the water tank at the Howell station mnow stands, to
gee the first dirt move for the new railroad. William
McPherson wheeled the first load; James Donelly the
second and George Greenaway the third. A number
of Howell people followed, one after another, Tt wax
a standing subject for talk that Mr, MePherson
wheeled his load easier than any other of the older
men who tried it.

Some stock subseriptions failed to materialize but
the company pushed on with all the money it could
gecure. When sbout $240,000 had heen cxpended
their funds gave out and they were obliged to quit.
They had accomplished enough however to insure the
building of the road and that was what they wanted.

1n 1868 another company was organized to build a
railroad from Howell to Lansing. Howell people
were bending all their energies for the Detroit road
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ahd ouly a few hecame financially interested in the
auew line. Joreph H. Wilecox was one of its board of
direetors however. They secured most of the fran-
chises and right of way and had accomplished con-
siderable of the preliminary work when the other
compuny was obliged to suspend its operations.

The work accomplished on the Detroit and Howell
line had already attracted considerable attention in
finaneial eircles. When the company was obliged to
quit, JamesF. Joy ond other Detroit capitalists in-
terested themselves. Learning that all the old com-
pany wanted was the construetion of the road, they
proposed to enter into bonds to do this if the old com-
pany would give them what they bad, and they eould
algo aequire the holdings of the Lansing and Howell
company. These terms were accepted. Mr. Joy
and his associates at once organized what they called
the Detroit, Lansing and Lake Michigan R. R. Com-
pany, and took up the work under their contract. A
newly opened road from Lansing to lonia was also
acquired by the company shortly after they com-
meneed operations.

True to their agreements the new company went.
vigerously to work at both ends of .the line. In May,
1871 the eastern end was opened to Brighton, and
three months later this whole county turned out to a
great celebratiou at Fowlerville, addressed by Den-
nig Shields of Howell, which celebrated the advent ot
the iron horse in that village. August 22, 1871 the
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line was formally opened with an excursion brain from
Detroit to Keywood five miles heyond Greenville.

" The Detroit Post in reporting the trip said:

‘At Howell the train was received with semething
of an ovation. A six-pound cannon had heen bhrought
into service and fired a salute as the train meved up
to the depot, where were assembled an immense con-
course of people who testified their gratification aft
the arvival of the party by cheers and waving of
handkerchiefs, Ladies distiibuted hocuets. The
people are enthusiastic over the arrival of the iron
horse in their town and though the assewblage was
impromptu, it clearly indicated the joy which they
feel over the completion of the railroad for which
they have worked and waited for so many long years.
Their enthusiasm is pardonable. The town has a
population of over two thousand, is one of the hand-
somest in the state and next to Lansing, probably the
most important on the line of the road.”’

The road like most business projeets, has seen its
ups and downs, but has nearly always been a paying
property. Its name was changed to the Detroit, Lan-
sing and Northern, not long after it commenced
ruﬁning. It was acquired by the Pere Narquette
system a few years agc, and is now operating under
that name. A

As far back as 1869, Ex-Governor Ashley of Toledo,
proposed the construction of a railroad through
Howell from that eity, to the north. His company
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was organized in Ann Arbor, Oct. 28 of that year
and about $20,000 of capital stock was secured in this
county. Right of way was secured from Toledo to
Ann Arbor, but as only about five per-cent of the
amount subseribed north of that plaee, was paid in,
the road left its original line and ran to South Lyon
which was its northern terminal for a number of years.
tov. Ashley was one of- those men who never give up
however, and with bis sons, Harry and James M.
Ashley, kept at the project of extending northward.
In 1888 their work was erowned with suceess and the
Toledo, Ann Arbor and North Michigan R. R. was
completed through Howell to Frankfort on Lake Mich-
igan. A few years later a system of large transfer
steamers was established across Lake Michigan to
Menominee, and the road became 2 leading frunk
line to the northwest, adopting as its trademark the
claim that it was the “"Key to Michigan.”” Its name
has been changed a number of times as its owners have
changed but for several vears past it has been known
as ‘‘The Ann Arbor Line."

When this vroad sought to cross the old road just
south of Howell, they weve refused the right of way.
The tracks were laidup to the old road’s right of way
on both sides and one stormy Saturday night, a large
gang of men were hrought in from the sonth. By
daylight Sunday morning a hole had been dug under
the old road and their tracks were united. The next day
an armed guard was posted there and a bridge which
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had been prepared for the place, was put in. Officlals
of the two roads held & conference Sunday evening
and seemed to get together. The new company was
thrown off its guard and withdrew its forees. Rarly
Monday morning the work train of the Detroit, Lan-
sing and Northern appeared on the scene with » load
of necessary material, and filled the cut under the
bridge. Then ensued a series of digging out and {ill-
iug up lasting for some time. A compromise was
finally affected whereby the new road was™ moved to
the west several rods and a grade crossing with a sta-
tion which for yvears was known as Howell Junetion,
was secured. It is now known as Ann-Pere.

A very spirited indignation meeting of Howell citi-
zens was held at the court house during the quarvel.

The first train north from here carried a party of
Howell businessmen who paid two dollars apiece and
spent the afternoon in Owosso.



CHAPTER VII
Befere the War

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows antedate all
other secret orders iu Howell, as their old lodge was
ingtituted by N. B. Nye, D. D. G. M. of Ann Aunbor,
on September 5th, 1849. Its first officers installed
were: N. (., Josiah Turner; V. G., L. K. Hewett;
Secretary, J. B. Dillingham; Treasurer, Lemuel
Spooner. The lodge had quite a prosperous existance
tfor a number of yvears, but finally ceased to exist.

That same year, & digpensation was granted from
the grand lodge by the power of which the Howell
Masonic lodge began working. It was not chartered
until January 10, 1850. Its vumber is 38. The
lodge home has been suceessively in the Einman
block where the Hubbell block now stands, Lee bluck
where Topping block now stands, old Greenaway
block, Weimeister block, old Winans block and the
present Masonie temple. The early Worshipful Mas-
ters were consecutively, Amos Adams, Gardner,
Wheeler, Henry H. Harmon, Frederick (. Whipple,
Sarvdias F. Hubbell, Frank Wells, Sardias F'. Hubbell,
Milo L. Gay, Joseph T. Titus, William C. Rumsey,
Joseph T. Titus, Albert Riddle, Sardias F. Hubbell,
Albert Hathaway, Sardias ¥. Hubbell, Waltér D.
Whalen. John W. Wright, and Rollin H, Person,
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During My, Hathaway’s termn he moved away and
William L. Kpapp Senior Warden, filled out the term.

The Howell foundry long managed by John M. and
treorge L. Clark, was buili in 1849, by Stephen Clark,
for the manufacture of stoves and agricultural cast-
ings. In 1859, it was purchased by George U. Taylor
and George L, Clark. Tavlor sold his interest to Geo.
L. Clark, who sold a half to John H. Galloway, in
1864. F. 8. Wykoff and 1. B Blackman were taken

inte the firm in 1867, and Willilam Williamson scou
atter hought Mr. Galloway’s inferest, the firm becom-
known as Wykoaff, Clark & Co., which it continued,
until 1874, when it was changed to Wykoff, Clark &
hmmen. In December, 1876, the whole plant, which
had become at that time the most important manu-
factoring enterprise of the town, was purchased by
Josiah M, Clark, who afterwards died and it was then
owned by J. M. Clark & Co., who did a general iron
and wood manufacturing business. Their trade in
the Howell hand car became world wide, a large nmumn-
ber having been shipped to other countries. Their
manufacture of the Howell tubunlar axel wagon was
also (uite extensive. Thev gradually ran out how-
ever, and finally quit for want of finances. The buil-
dings were torn down to clear the sguare for the
Carnegie Library.

The Howell grist mill at the foot of Thompsgon’s lalke
was commenced by George W. and Fredrick J. Lee
in 1849 and completed during the following yeay.
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A few years later George W. Lee became sole owner
He sold to Williamm Williamson and it has sinee been
owned by Zebulon M. Drew, Thomas Birkett, Wil-
liam Y. Munson and Calvin Wilcox, Thomas Hoyland,
Thomas Hoyland & Son, and George Hoyland. The
present proprietor is A. O. Hutchins. The mill has
always done a good business and is now shipping a
large amount of flour in addition to its eustom trade.

In 1850 Shubael B. Sliter commenced the erection
of a steam saw mill on the site of the present City
Mille. He soon sold part of the business to D. D.
Chandler and George W. Kueeland who afterwards
became sole owners. The mill was burned in 1851,

The mwill sawed quite an amounnt of the plank for
the two plank 10ads when they were built. After the
fire Judge Kneeland became sole proprietor and re-
built it. The engine put in after the fire was built by
B. C. and H. B. Curtis, and was the first one built
in Aowell. Aiken Hollowsay, John Hoyt, J. R. Ax-
tell, J. I. VanDusen, Taylor & VanDusen and Van-
Dusen & Whipple, were suceessive proprietors. Un-
dey the management of the last firin the mill was re-
modeled into a grist mill, and soon after that change
became the property of Latson & Wright. It was
afterwards purchased by E. €. Wright & Sons who
made an assignment in July, 1888. The wmill was
hought by John Birkhart, who rebuilt it and put in a
full outfit of new machinery making it one of the best
in thig section. Tt hag been owned by ('. A. Parshall
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for some years past and 18 doing » iarge business. Mr.
Parshall bas continued the spivit of improvement rinece
he became the owner, and has put in w large amount
of new machinery,

The Phoenix Foundry and Machine Shop, at the
south-west corner of Division and Sibley streets, was
bailt by A. W. Smith & Co., atter the bmuing of the
old Galloway foundry in 1857. The foundry was
hurned February 22, 1860, at a loss of #7,200. B. C.
and H. B. Curtis built new shops on the same site
atter the fire, The Curtises svld to Floyd S. Wykoff
and the works were afterwards owned by John H.
Galloway, Henry B. Curtis and Curtiz & Son.  The
business stopped while the last named firmn had it.
The #xgt Howell school building was pnrchared by
Mr. Cwrtis and moved {o the sonth-weat eorner of his
plant where its still stands. The bunildings are now
occupied by W N. Snedicor & Soun’s ponltry and ege
‘business.

In 1845, an M. K. claszs was forined at West How-
ell, with ten members. Tt was mainly supplied by
pastors from Howell, Tt continued with more or less
prosperty, until 1865, when it became crippled by the
moving away of several of its members, and soon
ceased to exist. Another M. E. clsss wss organized
during the pastorate of Jessie Kilpatrick at Howell.
but only ran a few years,

About this time, the four cornersasthey were called,
;

began to assume to he & town. Solemon Sly built
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what has long been ecalled the Four Mile House, on the
grade west of town, and opened it in 1851. He was
afterwards succeded by Mortimer Townsend who was
followed by Thomas Gilchrist who was landlord for a
uwamber of years. The old building still stands but
long since ceased to be a hotel. The cemetaries on
sections seventeen and twenty-two belong to this
period, the first haviag been established in 1850 and
the other in 1858. }

As previously noted in this history, the diatriet
found itself in the winter of 1848-49, without a school
house, and a long and tedious fight ensued hefore final
tocation of the site now occupied by our fine central
+ seheol building, which was done at a school méeting
held on December 15, 1848. It was then resolved to
instruct the board to build a sehool Louse 38x48
feet in size, two story, at acost of %1,000. This
proposition met so wmuch opposition by ecitizens who
called the proposed building & “‘castle,’” that anether
meeting was called and the size of the bnilding eut
down to 26x36 feet. The building was erected dur-
ving tho coming summer and fall, ard was occupied
in the winter, William Wills being the flvat teacher
theve. In less than a year it vwas fonond that the
building was too small and rooms weve vonted for
school purposes, outside. This continued until 1856,
when by vote of the district, additions were made to
the building, larger than its original size.

Cowdry's second addition to the village embraced
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the egst half of the uorth-west quarter of section
thirty-five. Tt contained forty-nine acres near the
Byron voad. The plat was filed by the administra-
tor of the P. A. Cowdry estate, October 26, 1853.

Ia the very enrly days thers wes an agricultural so-
viety in this county, the Living-ton County Agri-
cultaral Society, but none of the early pioneers whom
we have interviewed, know anything about suech an
organization. A meeing was held at the court house,
Tharsdey February 24 1858, whieh proceeded to ot-
ganize » Livingston Connty Agricultaral Society with
Iva Jennings, of Green Oak, as preeident, and a  viee
president from each township, the one from Howell
being Odell J. Smith. Wm. A. Buckland was
treasurer and Elijah F. Burt, seerctary. The first
fair was beld at such town as * would raise the most

‘ money to defrav expenser, and by those terms went to

Brighton. h2 next meeting was held on the old pub-
lie square in Howell, this township having pledged
$200 toward expenses. Fora few vyears it rotated
back and forth from Brighton to Howell, but in 1860
‘the society purchased grounds east of the old toll
gate, in Howell, and the first fair held upon the
soeiety’s own grounds was in September, 1860.

When the Ann Arbor railroad was completed in
1888, it ran between the buildings and race track, thus
spoiling the old fair grouuds for fair purposes. The
aggociation was awarded quite heavy dameges from
the railrond company and Charles Fishbeck bought
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the grounds. New grounds wer¢ purchased oh the
Byron road just outside the village limits and new
huaildings were erected there. The fair continued an-
unally there for gix or eight years and rau out.
“Some yvears later, McT’herson Brethers took the
grounds on a wortgage. Williaw and M. J. McPher-
son. gold their interests to Alexander, and he sold the
grounds to W, W. COrittenden.
" Iu 1898, Howell businessmen organized and held a
street fair, a leading feature of which was a ladies
florpl parade. Miss Nellie Brooks was elected queen.
'Two years later, Miss Julia Benedict was queen. A
third was two vears later. The latter was much of
ihe ceipival order, gnd has Leen followed by a ear-
- nival by Wizow Broa.

The Livingston Republican was started by H. and
L. M. 8mith, April 27th, 1855. Their snecess was
somewhat of the up aud down order for about four
yvears ab the end of which it wax cousiderably on the
down grade. (George W. Lee wag then induced to
take hold of it and with his hrother Fred .Lee and
several others, fixed up a-sort of stock company ar-
rnugement, which gave the publication 4 good figan-
cinl backing. George L. Sage became: the editor at
that thme., George W. Liee gradaally bought out the
interest of the others and by 1862, had the paper well
ustablished. 1t was then rold to James Bowers, who
cdited it until he died in 1866, After Mr. Bowers’
death, the paper was gold to A. 1. Waddell and J.
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D. Smith. Mr. Smith bought his partner’s interest
in 1868. He afterwards took Frank H. Marsh as a
partner and later successively George W. Axtell, Sol-
omon T. Lyon and E. B. Vanderhoef. In 1877,
Smith & Vanderhoef sold the paper to L. €. Miller.

After some years he sold to E. D. and Orrin Staiv,
In 1889, Stair Brothers sold the Republican fto
(George Barnes who has lately associated his son Al-
bert with him in the publication. In sll its list of
editors and publishers, Republicans of this county
have been fortunate in having at the head of their
county organ, men of fearless character, true to theix
party principles, and good writers,

It was while he was editing the Republican that E.
D. Stair wrote ‘“Trixie,”” which ke soon after staged.
and which at once became a popular hit, laying the
foundation for the handscime fortune which he has
acquired by a long run. of suceess in the theatrical
world.

The evolution which has developed some of our
present business houses forms interesting parts of
Howell’s history. Take Mouroe Brothers for exam-
ple. In 1845, George W. and Fred J, Lee started a
genecral store in the old Whipple block, on the site of
Monroe Brothers’ present store. Two years later,
George W. Lee built the first brick storve in Howell, a
two story building which stood on the ground where .
Johnson’s drug store is now, and their store was
moved into it. In 1852, Fred 4, Lee sold out fo his
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brother and built & new store the mnext door west.
The brothers anited a for third story over both stores,
which was rented to the Masons for a lodge room.

A% goon a8 bis new store was completed, Tred ..
Lee formed a partnership with Lemuel Spooner and
they opened a new gtore there. After a few years.
they sold their business to £. B, Taylor, who, later
sold an iunterest to Fobes (rossman. William B.
Jewett alse acquired an interest there for a time.
George W. Lee finally bought this firm out, when
Y. Taylor went to Califernia. He cut an arehway
hebween the two stores and ran them together for
some time, When Mr. Lee became quartermaster in
the army, he left his business in charge of Alexsnder
McPherson, who had been a clerk there for seme
time. Mr. McPherson bonght an interest im the
store nbout that time.

Henry H. Mills formed an acquaintance with Miss
Isabelle McPherson, in college. They wWere wmarried
in 1854, angd lived near Kalamazoo for about threc
vears. They came to Howell in 1857 and Mr. Mills
began eclerking for William MePherson. Soon after
Alexander MePhersou bought au interest in the busi-
ness Mr. Mills bought the rest of Mr. Lee’s interests.
Their stock was moved into the west store. Leander
(. Smith rented the corner store and used the west
side for the post office, the east side heing rented to
other partics.

About a year later, Mr. Mills bought his partner’s
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intarests and conducted the husiness alone for some
vears when he associated his soun with him. The firm
of H, H. Mills & Son was @ leading one here for
many years. William Mills went to Topekas, Kansas,
in the late ’703, and jaid the foundation for what has
developed into the largest general store in that eity.
His father followed him s few yeurs later.

In 1882, Mr. Mills sold the business ta two enter-
prising young men, who were clerking for him at
that time, Dwight D. Monroe and Will J. Carl. A
new firm was organized under the name of Monroe,
Carl & Co., Mr. Mills remaining in the business as a
limited partner to the amount of his interest, which
was purchased by the young men affer the big fire of
1888, which destroyed the two old store buildings.
For a few months after the fire the firm did business
in the Operas House blockz. Thev made a lcase for the
new Greenaway block as soon as ermplefed, and bave
heen on that site sines,

About the thme of the second big fire in 1892, eo.
I.. Monroe bought Mr. Carl’s interest in the firm,
and that gentlemsn went into business at Muskegon
Heights.

In 1901, the general stock was cloged ouf, and the
firm have since dealt solely in shoes and wall paper.

Politics were very warm in Howell in the ’50s.
When Prof, F. W. Munson was employed to superin-
tend the schools here in 1856, there was quite a gues-
tion whether the board would employ anycne but a
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democrat. Prof. Munson had mnot yet graduated
when he came here, and went back to Ypsilanti for
that purpose in June. The subject of his oration
was ‘‘Locks and Keys.”” After discussing varioux
locks and keys in other countries, Mr. Munson said:
"‘But we need not go to foreign countries In our
own south land there are nearly four million hvman
beings, who send forth the ecry, ‘Unlock, unlock.””’
A Detroit Free Press reporter complimented Mr.
Munson on his oration, but criticised that sentence.
The papers reached Howell, before Mr. Munson re-
turned, and were the cause of quite a warm welcome
when he stepped from the -stage here. He was charged
with making & black abolition speech, and some
people wanted him turned out of school for doing so.

A good story is told by several men who were little
boys in the latter part of Pref. Munson’s school work
here. Frank Whipple had been guilty of something
which promised him a whipping, and was shut up in
Myr. Munson’s office, Several little boys from one. of
the lower rooms, were out to play. Henry Wilbur
ran near enough for the prisoner to call to him and
ask him to get him out, before Mr. Munson got back.
A hasty consultation was held. Oue little boy knew
where there was & ladder, four or five blocks away,
and they went after it. So careful were thev that
that carried the ladder way around another block, so
as not to pass the windows of their own room, or to
let their teacher see its shadow, as they raised it.
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Frank Whipple got out all right, and the ladder was
put back., So well did the boys work it, that no
teacher could learn how the escape was rmade and
they never knew until long years after, when the
little boys were men, and old school days weve talked
over,

One day in 1854, a young colored man alighted
from the stage at the old Union Hotel. His barber’s
chair was on top of the stage and he said he was go-
ing through to Lansing, to start a barber shop.
Sentiment a good ways from the colored race, and ir
the presence of an escaped slave, was two different
things. George Wilbur coaxed the young man to
unload his chair and go to work in his bar roowm.
He did so, and by genial ways, courtesy and strict
honesty, made a host of friends here. This first col-
ored man, Abraham Losoferd, paved the way for
that cordial sentiment toward his race, which has al-
ways made them welcome in Howell. He lived hers
to a good old age.

Another colored man was here for a few months be-
fore Mr, Losoford came but he remained for so short
a time that to Mr. Losoferd belongs the title of How-
ell’s first colored man.

As previously noted in this history the Livingston
Qourier suspended publication in 1857. The office
was in a demoralized condition, much of the type pied,
and generally run down. During the summer the
material was purchased by Joseph T'. Titus, then a
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voung man recently moved here from Jackson where

he had been running the Jackson Patriot, On the
fifth of August, 1857, he issued the first number of the
Livingston Democrat, then a six-columned folio, but
afterward enlarged. His first office was in the gecond
story of the building now occupied by the Livingston
Tidings, which had also been the office of the Livings-
ton Courier. Mr. Titus was a man of ability as a
writer and his paper soon became one of the leading
advocates of his party in this section. He associated
his son John P, Titus, with him in the publication,
some years afterward, and they continued as owners
until February 7, 1890, when they failed in business.
Lieading Democrats of the county at onece formed a
stock company and purchased the office. John Ryan
who was just retiring from the county clerk’s office,
was placed in charge and Mr. Titus was given em-
ployment on the paper. A few years later he went to
Toledo to live with his daughter Mrs. James Wing
with whom he went to California a few years ago.

Shortly after assuming the management of the Dem-
ocrat Mr. Ryan purchased the stock held by other
members of the company and has been the sole owner
for several years past. Under his management the
Democrat has maintained its high standard as a coun-
ty newspaper and an ardent advoeate of the party.

A meeting was held in the Congregational church,
ou the twelfth of December, 1857, to organize an
HEpiscopal church., Among these present were Rev.
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Henry Banwell, Abel F. Butterfield, Joseph T. Titus,
H, C. Briggs, George Greenaway, George R. Hoyt,
William A. Clark and M. Labouter. The church took
the name of ‘‘All Saints (hurch of the town of How-
ell.”” Rev. Henry Banwell was its first rector. He
was followed by Rev. George O. Blackman who re-
signed April 17, 1865. Rev. Albert C. Lewis became
rector in 1n 1866 and continued as long as the chureh
existed, which was until 1868, when the organization
was changed. Part of the time this church was in
existence its services were held in the Congregational
church and part of the time in the court house.

The changing of the organization referred to was
the formation of St. John’s Episcopal church which
was effected on Tuesday, April 14, 1868, The articles
were signed by Milo L. Gay, Joseph T. Titus, Mavrk
4. Staley, L. D. Smith, Silas Beardsley and Albert C.
Lewis, pastor, and were filed in the county clerk’s of-
fice the following day. This church practically ceased
to exist after a short time, largely because some of
its most active members moved away.

In 1878, the church having been strengthened by
two or three active men, principally by Walter B.
Brown who had moved to Howell and engaged in the
drug and book business, the Board of Missions of the
Eastern Diocese of Michigan, sent Rev. R. H. Dennis
here ag pastor, and St. John’s church was revived.
Services were held in the court house until their church
was erected. The plan was for quite an imposing



102 HISTORY OF HOWELL
structure to front on Sibley street, with a chapel which
should unite in an L and front on Walnut street. The
chapel was erected first and no more has ever been
done about the building. The removal of Mr. Brown
again crippled the church and it has never been as
prosperous as could be desired. It is now connected
with Brighton and Hamburg as one parish, of which
Rev. Harvey Kerstetter of Brighton, is reector.

The first building burned in Howell township, was
tuo house of Michael Brenuer, situated on Section 25.
This fire oceurred in 1840.

The first fire which inflicted severe loss upon the
village, occurred in the evening of Monday, Sept. 28,
1857, and swept the Bagls Hotel, the first building
erected on the original plat of the village in 1835, and
nearly the entire line of buildings on ihe South side
of Grand River Street, betw2en Walnut and Hast
Htreets. The account of this fire, given by the Dem-
cerat in its next issue, was as follows:

“‘A destructive fire breke ount in this village at
about sevon o’clock Monday cvening, It commenced
in the ‘livery barn,” near Huntley’s Hagle Hotel,
whish was soon wrapped in flames. The wind was
blowing stronglv from the rovihwest.  Mr. Huntley's
barn caught next, then hiz hotel, then Raleom’s xa-
ioon, then Treadwell’s saloow, and then the ‘Old
Stage House.” All of these buildings were consumed
by the flames, in about one hour aud a half, in spites
of the efforts of the citizens. 7The progress of the fire
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conld pot have been arrested here, had ther nof
pulled down the four smsll bnildings that stood on
the east part of the same bluck. Owing to the high
windz, theré waz great danger of a large portion of
the village being swept away. The burning einders
set fire to buildings nearly half 2 wile distant, which
were happily extinguished. Nearly all the husiness
men on the south side of Geand River Street, as far
down as Vanderhoof’s Tiotel, removed their property
into the street, which afforded a fine opportunity for
thieving, and this the thieves employed.

No one ean account for the origin of the fire. The
hesviest loss ceonvs to Mr, Huntley, who lost his all.
His loss is estimated at 35 ¢00. DBalcom’s saloon wasz
worth abou¢ $300, Judgs Kuceland’s building about
#8300, and the four small buildings pulied down were
worth about $1000. -The barn where the fire origi-
nated was owned by Mr. Green, of Detioit; loss about
$200. There was no insuranee on any of the builg-
ings. Most of the personal property was saved mueh
of it in & damaged state from the rashness of the
men.”’

The winter of 1853-54 wns & very bard one here.
At one time the snow went above the record of just
ten years before that date, which, too, was an ex-
tremely hard winter. It was a trifle over twenty-
seven inches deep upon the level, probably the deep-
est ever known here. All the hay which had been
cut, was used up long hefore apring, and the settlers



104 HISTORY OF HOWELL
were obliged to maintain their stock by browsieg,
that is, by chopping trees, and allowing the stock
to be fed upon their tops. The writer remembers
hearing his father often tell of chopping a tree every
day, all through the latter part of the winter, and ef
how hungry the poor stock became in spite of the best
he could do for them. When they heard a tree begin
to fall they would rush for it and several farmers had
stoek killed‘in that way. The last day he cut browse
my father’s best cow ran under the falling tree and
“was killed. One day along in the spring, he was
‘some distance from home when be found a good sized
lock of hay which someone had lost from a load. He
gathered it up carefully and carried it over three miles
to give his stock a taste of hay.

Nor did people fare much better than their stock.
The general need for provisions became so strong be-
fore the harvest of 1854 that a citizens’ committee
was orgunized with Henry Smith, father of the pres-
ent Howell postmaster, as chairman, This committec
made a vigorous canvas of the whole township, as
then organized, including Cohoctah. Samuel Bush’s
wheat, on what is now the Peavy farm, was decided
10 be the ripest, and he was told to harvest it or _the
committee would. Mr, Bush readily cousented, aund
bis wheat was soon in the Bogue mill, from where
flour was dealt out on a raticn basis to the hungry
people.

Whenever the liquor element gets to runuing
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things all its own way, & reaction sets in and some-
thing is sure to follow. Such a condition was exper-
tenced in Howell in 1855. In March of that year,
about thirty leading ladies of the town became so ex-
cited over the unrestricted sale of liquor, that they
took the matter into their own hands. Marching to
the saloon of Samuel Balcom, they proceeded to
smash bottles and casks, untii no liquor remainead.
Long drawn out litization followed, and Mr. Balcom
finally secured a verdist for $540 sagainst several of
the leading women. Only a part of it was ever col-
lected. The moral effect was to stiffen the backbone
of those in authority, and resnlted in a much better
enforcement of law.

One of Benjamine Spring’s retorts about this time
ig still vold by our oldest residents. A man died who
had long been one of his special friends. As the fu-
neral procession was passing his bar room, Mr.
Spring and others stood watching it, when one of
them noticed that he was c¢rying. Upon rallying him
about it, Spring replied: *'I tell you boys, this is a
pretty solemn occasion. It’s the first time}in a long
while when he has gone by without stopping to take
2 drink.,”’

The first fight in this township, which resulted
seriously, occurred in October, 1856, when Heury
Hollis is alleged to have struek Gecrge Obert with a
neck-yoke, Obert lived but a few days and Hollix
was arrested, charged with murder. -The jury disa-
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greed and Hollis was releassd ou bonds. He was
asever brought to trial again.

On July 20, 1857, John Lagrange, while intoxi-
cated, picked a fuds with Sanford S. Moeore, and was
killed during the quarrel. Moeore plead self-defense
sud the corcner’s jury so icund.

Howell was represented at Lansing, quite early in
its history. In 1850 George W. Kneeland wasg rep-
resentative from this distriet. Charles A. Wilber
was elected to that position in 1855,

Of the physiciang who settled here iu this decade,
Ur. Henry 4. Rumsey began practice in 1853. He
hed been in mercantile business Liere for a short time
previous. He died hers in 1858,

De. Robert C. Hutton commenced practice hers 1n
1857. ‘In his latter years bho maved to Detroib.

Dr. Honry N. Spenecer who wsme o Fowlerville
in 1853, graduelly extended hin practice to Howell,
and moved here in 1869, he having besn electod judge
»f probate in 1868. After his term of office he cou-
tinued to practice in Howell.

Henry H. Harmen studicd law in the office of
Howett Brothers while teaching i the Howell sehools,
wud wae admitted to practice in 1849, He held the
afficer of circuit court commiszivner, prosecuting at-
sorucy end probate judgs. e becameone of Howell’s
inading iewyers and coutinued so until his death. Of
high morel ideas, he did much teward the establigh-
ment of thet sentiment which 3o long prevailed here,
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the trial of eases upon their merits rather than by
tricks and subterfuges.

Mylo L. Gay was a student with ¥. . Whipple
and was admitted in 1853. He maintained an office
in the rooms now oecupied by The Livingston Ti-
dings for a number of years, but transacted a general
loaning and real estate business more than a law bus-
iness. Ile engaged in banking at Fowlerville, for a
number of years.

In the early ’50s., Marecus B. Wilcox moved here
from Pinckney. He served as proseculing attorney

for two terms.

 Sardias F. Hubbell was the first Jaw student in this
county, in the office of Wellington A. Glover, in 1840
and 1841. He practiced in Qakland county about
fourteen years, and returned here in 1854, He
served as circuit court commissioner and three terms
as prosecuting attorney. He had a targe legal prac-
tiee here until his death.

Andrew D. Waddell, who lived here with his par-
ents in a very early day, returned with his family to
New York, after the death of his father iIn 1855.
After a year in the office of John B. Dillingham, he
was admitted to practice, He served two terms as
eircuit court commissioner and two terms as yros-
ecuting attorney. A leader in his profession and as
a citizen of this community, his death was mourned
as a public calamity.

Another early lawyer was Jerome Turner, son of
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Judge Turner, who was admitted to practice in 1857,
He only practiced here a few years when he moved to
Corunna.
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CHAPTER VIII
Howell in the War

The arrival of the stage on the evening of April 14,
1861, will never be forgotten by many in Howell.
The dark cloud, which had hung so heavily upon our
national horizon, had burst, and Sumpter had fallen.
The news came like a thunderbolt to this vieinity.
Old men burst into tears, and many were the homes
where sleep failed to enter that night. Among the
earliest to go to his place of business the next morn-
ing, was Joseph T. Titus, who was soon joined by
Frank Marsh, then a typo on the Livingston Demo-
crat. At Marsh’s suggestion, a flag was borrowed
and the first to fling the stars and stripes to the
breeze in Howell, after the fall of Ft. Sumpter, was
Mr. Titus, who raised it over his office, then in the
wooden building, now occupied by the Livingston
Tidings and Hopper's insurance office, on Grand
River St., opposite the Court House. The flag was
soon joined by many more, and when President Lin-
coln’s call for seventy-five thousand men arrived in
Howell on the 15 of April, it created the wildest ex-
citement, A very large and enthusiastic ‘‘Union
Mass Meeting’’ was held at the court house, April
30. - The court house, proving teo small, the meeting
was adjourned to the public square, where two bands
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played national airs, and speeches were made by sev-
aral citizens. A set of rvesolutions were adopted, of
‘which the following was the last:

“‘Resolved: That we devote as an oblation and
willing sacrifice upon the alter of our common coun-
try, all political party prejudices and animosi-
ties, and by obliterating all party distinections, to
unite as patriotic American citizens in defence of the
perpetuity and prosperity of the American Union;
and to such a line of conduct we dedicate ourselves,
and pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sucred
honor to the cause of our country, and to the mainte-
nance of the Constitution and Uuion bequeathed to
ug as a precious heritage of freedom, by our heroic
ancestors.”’

The state had no money with which to equip soldiers
and a popular loan was inangarated. George W. Lee
furnished $500 toward this fund aud accepted a posi-
tion in the quartermaster’s department.

Two companies were soon in the fleld. One raised
by Capt. John Gilluly, became Company I of the Fifth
Michigan Infantry, and its history will be noted with
that regiment, The other was raised by Lieut. Jas.
Mulloy, and became part of Company K of the
Fourth Infantry, and were the first in the field of
Howell soldiers. The names of Howell men in this
company were; Second Lienf, Jas. Mulloy, Sergt,
Jonathan S. Sharp, Sergt. Edgar Noble, Henry
Boothby, B. O. Demming, Junlius D. Smith, William
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Bennett, D. A. Wilson, Calvin Wileox, Stephen 6.
Fishveek, John Dorn, Americus Totten, Ira Holt and
Giles Donely.

These men, with quite a number of others from
this county, making in all about half a company,
marched away from Howell, May 21, 1861, amid the
wildest exeitement. At Dexter they were united
with men from that section, to make a company, and
proceeded to rendezvous ab Adrian, and June 2, 1861,
weore mustered in, the regiment nuwbering 1025 offi-
cers and meun. Hive days later, they left Adrian, and
moved by the way of Toledo and Cleveland, to Har-
risburg, Pa., where they reniained until July 1, when
they moved to Washington, where they were armed
with Springfield muskets. They helped to build the
defences around Washington, for s short time but
. were soon transferred into Virginia, and .some of
them took part in the first battle of Bull Run, the
Fourth being among the few regiments who succeeded
in retiring in good order from that field. The por-
tion of the company, not in Bull Run fight, were sta-
tioned at Fairfax Court House, under command of
Lieut. Mulloy, who resigned his commission imme-
diately thereafter, and his company never saw him
again. It will be remembered that this company had
enlisted under the first call for three months, but
when they were mustered, the term of service was for
three years, but no medical examination was made
until after the first battle of Bull Run. The result of



112 HISTORY OF HOWELL
this examination was the discharge of B. O. Dem-
ming aud Americus Totten, for disability, and they
were soon followed by Henry Boothby and . A. Wll
son, for the same cause.

Calvin Wileox, who was in the Fairfax Court
House division of the éompany, was taken sick soon
after the baitle, and with Julius Smith and John
Dorn were soon aiter taken with typhoid fever and
after terms in the hospital, were discharged, Smith
weighing less than 100 pounds, on his arrival home.
Dorn died in a New York hospital. This left J, §.
Sharpe, Wm. Bennett, Bdgar Noble, Ira Holt,” Giles
Donelly and Stephen (¢, Mishbeek as the only Howell
members of the company. They spent the winter of
61-62 in camp at Miners Hill, Va., and during the
next year, went with MeClellun to Yorktown and
thence up the peninsula. On this campaign Sharpe
was captured and the fale of his suffering is told
amid the horrors of life and death in Miilersville
prison. Giles Donelly was transferred to the invalid
corps. When Capt, DePuy of Ann Arbor, was
killed in the battle of Gaines Mill, ~tephen Fishbeck
saw him fall, and secured his sword and other things
and had them sent home to his wife, who bas them
now. From the peninsula, the regiment went north
with the army of the Potomae, and took part in the
second battle of Bull Run and Antietam. After that
battle, Stephen Fishbeck was transferred to the U.

8. gun boat (tladinlus, and Wm. Bennett to the
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fourth R. 1, Battery, leaving Bdgar Noble and Ira
Holt, the only Ifowell soldiers with the Fourth Mich-
igan Infantry. Their next experience, was a march
through the mud and snow of Virginia, in December,
1862, and taking part in the Battle of Fredericksburg,
where Holt was wounded and soon after discharged.
Then came a long and tivesome march to Gettyshurg.
The fourth took part in the pursuit of the enemy, and
spent the following winter in camp at Belton. Camp
was broken, April 30, 1864, and May 5, 6 and 7 ssw
Mr, Noble with kis regiment, in the DBattle of the
Wilderness, and through the days that followed in
that long drawn out conflict. Our Howell soldier re-
ceived a wound in the leg, which laid him up for »
time, The regiment’s time expired June 19, 1864.
Of the regiment who enlisted, only 223 were then
mustered cut, and 129 of these re-enlisted as veterans,
Mr. Noble being-among them., Nearly 200 of the
original regiment had bheen killed or died of wounds,
The new regiment opened its career by taking part in
the battle of Deecature, Ala. The rest of its service
was principally guard and picket duty, but in the hot
sun was very bard on the men.

Mr. Nobie has the distinefion of being the only
Howell soldier, and with Mr. Carpenter of Pettysville,
the only ones from this county, who enlisted on the
first call, served all through the war and returned
home.

The second body of men to go ou$ from Howell as
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above stated, became a part of Company I of the Fifth
Michigan Volunteer Infantry. It was credited to
Brighton but was known as Livingston Company.
Its Captain was John Gilluly of Brighton; First Lieu-
* tentant, Hudson B. Blackman, of Howell and Second
Lieutenant Charles H. Dennison. Lieut. Dennison
who was in command of an advance picket line near
Alexandria, was the first member of the company to
be kit by the enemy. He was wounded through his
head. Theée regiment wasin camp at Ft. Wayne,
near Detroil, for several months, perfecting its orgau-
ization and drill. A great many people believed
that it would never go to the front but the disaster
at Bull Run changed that idea and on Sept. 11, 1861,
it left for Ceveland on the steamer ‘‘ Ozean.”” From
there they went by rail to Washington.

In the regimental organization Lieut. Blackman.
became quartermaster in which position ke served
during the war and was brevetted Major on his dis-
charge, Nov. 3, 1866.

Dur‘mg its stay at Ft. Wayne the regiment made
many changes in its membership, several leaving to
join other organizations or to come home, and a good
many enlisting there. When it left for the front ithad
the following Howell soldiers in Company I: Sgt.
J. Ashley Pond, Corp. John V, Gilbert, Corp. Wil-
liam Pullen, Privates Alexander C. Wileox, Lyman
A. Wilson, George W. Wells, . Emerson Soule, Alva
W. Scofield, Milton Hitcheock, Henry C. Goodrichs
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Merritt F. Pullen and Albert Peckens besides many
from varicus towns of this county, among whom
were {teorge Dudley and E. C. Wright, who were
residents of Howell for many years.

When the regiment was mustered into service Lewis
O. Tupper was in the hospital at Detroit, from where
he was not able to be released until February, 1862.
He left at once for the front and was mustered as soon
as he arrived, February 24. He was taken prisoner
October 27, 1864, but was returned to the regiment
April 19, 1865.

Although participating in a numnber of slight skir-
mishes the Fifth did not get into battle until it reached
Williamsburg, on May 5, 1862, when it was in Gen.
Berry’s third brigade of (ten. Kearney’s division
which reached the battle ground about the middle of
the afternoon, and was in the hottest of the fight
from that time until dark, closing the day with a
heroic charge which showed the splendid fighting qual-
ities for which it was afterwards noted. The regi-
ment went into this fight about 500 strong of whom
it lost 153 in killed and wounded. Among the
killed were Sgt. Ashley Pond, Albert Peckens and
Merritt F. Pullen of Howell.

-John Gilbert was wounded. He was the first
wounded soldier to arrive home in Howell. After
about two years of recruiting health he enlisted in
in the Sixth Michigan Cavalry with which he served
to the end of the war.
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To follow the history of the Fifth would be to go
with the army of the Potomac in all its trials and
and final triumphs. :On Dec. 13, 1862, Lt. Col.
Gilluly who left this county as captain of company
1. yeilded up his life, while cheering the regiment on,
Maj. Blackman secured his body and brought it home
for burial.

Lyman A. Wilson was wounded in July 1862, and
was lost to the records from that time forward.

Alexander C. Wilcox found the soldier’s life too
strenuous. He was discharged for disability at
Alexandria, in December, 1862.

George Wells was sick August 7, 1861, and there
is no record of what hecame of him.

Emerson Sowleé was discharged for disability at
Fortress Monroe, Va.. May 1, 1862, after a term in
the hospital.

Milton Hitchcock was taken sick early in 1862 and
died at Alexandria, Va., Feb. 2 of that year.

Henry C. Goodrich came home sick in the spring
of 1862.

When the spring of 1863 opened with its new com-
mander. Gen. Hooker, the Fifth moved up the Rap:
pahannock, During that year the regiment made a
number of forced marches the most wonderful reeord
being on July 2 when it moved ten miles in thrae
hours, reaching the Gettysburg battle ground at 4
p.- m. An hour later it had lost 105 men. By the
following winter the regiment was so reduced in num-
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bers that it was returned to Michigan, arriving in
Detroit on January 4. The men were given a veteran
furlough with their friends at home.

When it was determined that the regiment was
coming home Andrew D. Waddell, Solemon T. Lyon
and Fred E. Angell went to work for recruits. To en-
list then meant more than at any other time during
the war. The reality of all that awful strife was upon
themm, but new men were secured. Messrs. Waddeil
and Angel were commissioned lieutenauts of Company
I. Lieut. Waddell’s health would not stand the strain
upon it and he was obliged to rcsign and come home
after four months service. Lieut. Angell only stood
up under the strain a few months longer than his com-
rade in .office. Mr. Lyon hecame second lieutenant
of Company E, and was soon after promoted to first
lieutenant of Company B, of which he became captain
September 15, 1864, where he served until the close o}
the war.

Because of the shattered condition all along the
lines it was thouéht best that the new men should be
divided among the various companies instead of form-
ing one new company as several had expected when
they enlisted.

Of the Howell men who enlisted at that time*

Wm. N. Saunders was discharged Dee, 10, 1863.

Wm. H. Seriver died of disease at Brady Station,
Va., March, 24, 1864.

Edwin H. Smith was wouuded at Hatehers Run, Va.,
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Oct. 27, 1864. He was taken prisoner at Petersburg,
Va., Feb, 26, 1865, and is supposed to have died at
Richmond.

Joseph Pruden Jr. was killed at the battle of the
Wilderness, May 6, 1864.

David Robinson was wounded at the battle of the
Wilderness, May 5, 1864, and was taken prisoner Oct.
27, of that year. He was returned to the regiment
May 17, 1865.

George Newton died of disease at Baltimore, Md.,
Nov. 21, 1864, and is buried in the government cem-
etery there.

Geo, Pennell died of disease at York, Pa., Aug. 9,
1864.

Silas M. Perry was wounded in May, 1864.

Jerome G. Phillips was wounded May 6, 1864.

Thomas G, Marr was wounded and taken prisoner
in May, 1864, and died at Anersonville, where his re-
mains lie in grave No. 2976:in the government ceme-
terv.

. Abraham Neely was killed at Petersburg, Va., in

J uly,1864.

Charles L. Neely was wounded Oct. 27, 1864, and
died of disease in Washington, in July of the following
year, '

John Hilderbrant was wounded May, 6 1864, and
died of disease at AlexandMa, Va.. Jan. 5, 1865.

Howard E. Glover was wounded at Hatchers Run,
Va., March 27, 1865. He was sent to Harper Hos-
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pital where he was discharged two months later.

Christopher Haynes was killed in the battle of the
Wilderness, May 5, 1864.

Charles Culver was wounded in the battle of the
Wilderness, May 5, 1864, from the effects of which
‘he was discharged at York, Pa., June 27, 1865.

Phile Curtis was killed at the battle of the Wilder-
ness, May 5, 1864.

Wm. H. Curtis died of disease at Washington, D.
C., April 22, 1864,

Isaac Felter was killed in the battle of the Wilder-
ness, May 7, 1864.

George W. Cooper was killed at the battle of the
Wilderness, May 5, 1864.

Wm. Cooper Sr. was wounded and taken prisoner
at Petersburg, Va,, Oct. 27, 1864. He was returned
to the regiment May 17, 1865. '

Wm. Cooper Jr. was wounded Oct. 27, 1864.

Cyrus L. Carpenter was wounded May 6, 1864 and
discharged at Pt. Lookout, Md., June 5, 1865.

Sidney O. H. Carpenter was wounded May 6, 1364
and again on Oct. 27 of that year when he was taken
prisoner. He was returned to the regiment April
22, 1865 and sent to a hospital at Columbus, O.,
where he was discharged on May 27.

Wm. G. Clayton was discharged at Philadelphia,
Pa., June 9, 1865.

James Canfield was wounded at the battle of the
Wilderness May 6, 18€4, and died at Alexandria, where
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he is huried in the government cemetary.

Andrew J. Carl diedin a hospital in New York,
Aug. 24, 1864, from wounds at Petersburg, Va. He
was buried in grave No. 1435 of the National Ceme-
tery at Brooklyn, N. Y.

Henry Carl was discharged at Washington, D, C.
Nov. 9, 1864, because of wounds received in the bat-
tle of the Wilderness.

Noah Boothby was wounded May 5, 1864 and trans-
fered to the Veteran Relief Corps eight months later.
He was discharged at Washington, July 20, 1865,

Elias R. Brockway was wounded in the battle of
the Wilderness, May 5, 1864, and taken prisoner at

Hatcher’s Run, Va., Oct. 27, 1864. He escaped March
16, 1865 but was so badly broken down when he
reached the regiment that he was sent to Washington
where he was discharged in June following.

George Bronner was wounded May 12, 1864.

George W. Axtell was wounded through his mouth
and neck at Hatcher’s Run, Va., Oect. 27, 1864 and
discharged May 13, 1865.

George Barnard was wounded and missing May 13,
1864.

Wm. J. Barrett was wouuded May 5, 1864.

Frederick Zeitz was wounded May 13, 1864. ‘

Andrew J. Whitaker was wounded May 18, 1864.

Wm. L. Whitehed was taken prisoner May 12,
1862 and lost to the records at that time.

Ezra Whitaker was wounded May 5, 1864.



HISTORY OF HOWELL " 121

Edwin Ware was taken prisoner June 22, 1864 and
returned to the regiment in January following.

John Wehner was wounded May 5, 1864.

Orin J. Wells was discharged Jan. 26, 1864.

Henry Pate, Charles Hilderbrant, Samuel P. Lord,
Marion Hart, Wm. Brooks, Asa Wilson, and Andrew
dJ. Allen were the only ones who escaped without be-
ing wounded or taken prisoners.

February 10, 1864 the reorganized Fifth regiment
left Detroit, to return to the Army of the Potomac.
By the fifth of the following June the Fifth was so
badly cut to pieces with the hard fighting it had
undergone, that the Third Michigan which was also
reduced to a mere skeleton, was merged with it. The
next yearsi record shows 546 killed, wounded and
missing. It was in the hottest of the last days of
fighting and took its place in that never-ts-be-fogot-
ten grand review in Washington.

June 10. 1865 the Fifth leit the vicinity of Wash-
ington moving toward home. By July 4, it had
reached Jeffersonville, Ind. Where it was mustered
out. On July 17th it arrived in Detroit where the
meun were paid off and discharged.

The Ninth Michigan Infantry was raised in the
latter part of the summer and early autumn of 1861.
It also rendezvoued at Ft. Wayne, Detroit. Wil-
liam W. Duffield was its Colonel but was to have been
promoted to Brigadier General about the middle of
the following summer. A severe wopnd prevented this
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and soon after compelled him to resign. John G.
Parkhurst its Lieutenant Colonel, was promoted to

the command.
The regiment moved from Ft. Wayne, Oct. 25, 1861

and was the first Michigan regiment to join the Wes-
tern Division. An epidemic of measles broke out
that fall and sent a large per cent. of the regiment
to the hospital. On July 13, 1862 five companies of
this regiment which were encamped in 8 grove near
Mufreesboro, Tenn., were suddenly attacked by
Forest’s rebel cavalry in force fully ten to one of the
strength of the Ninth. Col. Parkhurst and his brave
men, although surprised in the onslought, witheld the
enemy in such a way that Gen. Forest withdrew
and went over about two miles where he easily cap-
tured the Third Minnesota regiment and a battery of
artillery which were sent to the rear.

A single company of the Ninth which had been
stationed at the court house in Mufreesboro, held Gen.
Forest for two hours before they surrendered.

Returning in the afternoon Gen. Forest succeeded,
after another hard fight, in capturing the five cem-
panies which had driven him off in the morning.
The rebel commander recognized the valor of his
prisoners by issuing an order that all members of the
Ninth should be mounted. This was easily done on
the horses they had emptied of their riders during
the ficht. On the other hand the Minnesota troops,
including the Colonel and staff, were compelled to
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march, when the column started for the rear,

During the econfusion after the surrender, several
meémbers of the Ninth succeeded in escaping. No re-
port could be made of them ioy their officers and their
names found their way to the deserters’ columns.
Believing that the Ninth would never be reorganized
some of them at once joined other regiments and did
good service. They have had the trouble of securing
the proofs to clear official records nevertheless.

Many of the enlisted men were soon after parolled
and in time the officers were exchanged. When Col.
Parkhurst was exchanged in December, 1862, he set
about reorganizing his regiment. Gen. Thomas is-
sued an order especially commending the regiment
for its heroism in the fight at Mufreeshoro, and ap-
pointing Ccl. Parkhurst as his provo officer. The
Ninth then became the provo guard of Gen. Thomas’
.division and continued so until the close of the war.

‘There are many duties which devolve upon the pro-
vo. Among others it takes a position in the rear
during battle, and drives those who would run back
into the fight. In the discharge ot this duty there is
often call for cool bravery. Its men must hold their
heads when the whole army are panic stricken. If
the provo breaks in a‘erisis, all is lost. The history
of Gen. Thomas’ -division shows that he made ne
mistake in selecting the Ninth fer this important place.
I more than one occasion they held the army tq
business and turned a panic into a charge,
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Individual history of Howell mén with the Ninth
is as follows.

Charles P. Lake, enlisted Oct. 16, 1861, re-enlisted
Dec. 7, 1863 at Chattanooga, Tenn. Appointed cor-
poral Dec. 7, 1863, sargeant, Oect. 29, 1864. Mus-
tered out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 15, 1865.

Henry LaRowe, enlisted Feb. 12, 1864. joined.
regiment at Chattanooga, Tenn., Feb. 29, 1864.
Discharged for disability at Nashville, Tenn., Aug,
10, 1865.

James P. LaRowe, enlisted Feb. 27, 1864, Mustered
out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 15, 1865.

Jerome G. Buckland enlisted as corporal, Sept.
25, 1861. Died of disease at Tullahoma, Tenn.,
Aug. 25, 1862.

Lyman Carl enlisted Oct. 1, 1861. Died of disease
at Mufreesboro, Tenn., Jan, 16, 1863.

Henry L. Lake enlisted Oct. 18, 1861, re-enlisted
Dec. 7, 1863. Parolled and sent to Camp Chase, O.,
July 13, 1862, corporal. Discharged at Jackson,
Mich,, Sept. 28, 1865.

Andrew J. Allen enlisted Oct. 24, 1861. Sick in
hospital at West Point, Ky., in January, 1862.

Wm. E. Bennett enlisted Oct. 1, 1861. Re-enlisted
Dec, 7, 1863. Mustered out at Nashville, Tenn, Sept.
15, 1865,

Winton B. Brooks enlisted Oct. 9, 1861, re-enlisted
Dec. 7. 1863. Mustered out at Nashville, Tenn,
Sept. 15, 1865.
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John H. Mills enlisted Oct. 5, I861. On dutv with
Eleventh Infantry from Dec. 28, 1863, to March 24,
1864. Discharged at Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 14, 1864.

Henry Musson enlisted Sept. 26, I861. Parolled
July 13, 1862. 3ent to Camp Chase, O., Jan. 1863.

On duty with Eleventh Infantry from Dee, 23, 1863
" to March 24, 1864. Discharged at Atlanta, Ga., Oct.
14, 1864.

James Reed enlisted Feb. 1, 1864. Joined regi-’
ment March 4. 1864. Mustered out at Nashville,
Tenn., Sept. 15, 1865.

Bverett Sargent, exlisted Oct. 7, 1861, Wouwnded
in action July 13, 1862. Regimental color bearer
from July, 1863, to Dec. 1863. Appointed sergeant
Oct. 15, 1864; first sargeant Oct. 15, 1864. Dis-
charged to accept prbmotion, Dec. 31, 1864, Com-
missioned Second Lieutenant, Nov. 24, 1864. Mus-
tered out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 15, 1865.

Chauncey Shearer enlisted Oct. 3, 1861. Mustered
Oct. 15, 1861. No further record.

Barnard B. Smith enlisted Oct. 24, 1861. Parolled
and sent to Camp Chase, Ohio, July 13, 1862. Dis-
charged by order of War Department,

Gardner E. Smith enlisted Oct. 5, 1861. Died of
disease at Mufreesboro, Tenn., June. I862. Buried
in grave No. 2495 in National Cemetary at Mufrees-
boro. '

Reuben C. Smith enlisted Oct. 7, 1861. Died of
disease at West Point, Ky., Nov, 30, 1861.
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Vernon C. Smith enlisted Oct. 5,1861. Discharged
for disability at Columbus, Ohio, Aug. 27, 1862, Af-
ter the battle of Mufreesboro joined the Fourth Michi-
gan Cavalry.

George Stafford_ enlisted as corporal Sept. 27, 1861.
Re-enlisted Dec. 7, 1863. Appointed sargeant Dec.
7, 1863. Mustered out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 15,
1865.

Ezra Whitaker enlisted Sept. 25, 1861.

Joseph Duffy enlisted Sept. 30, 1861. Died of dis-
ease at West Point, Ky., Oct. 28, 1861.

The Fifteenth Michigan was raised and - organized
in the fall of 1861, by Col. J. M. Oliver. Its rendez-
vou was at Monroe. On March 27, 1862, it left for
the front and went right into action at Pittsburg
Landing where its initiation saw thirty-three officers
and men killed, sixty-four wounded and seven miss-
ing.

Most of the work of this reziment was in Missis-
sippi and Alabama until February, 1864, when™ it-was .
sent home on a veteran furlough. The greater porti(;lll
of the men re-enlisted and went with Gen. Sherman
marching through Georgia and to the sea.

It was the fate of this vegiment at least four simes
to hoid the position of greatest danger and importance
in battles and each time it proved true to the selec--
#ions made by its commanding officers, for these po-
sitions of trust and honor. It was returned to Detroit
in August, 1865 and mustered out Sept. 1 of that year,



HISTORY OF HOWELL 127

Howell men with the Wifteenth were as follows

Edward Allen enlisted March 17, 1862, Re-enlisted
Feb. 2, 1864 at Scottsboro, Ala. Wounded in action at
Atlanta, Ga., July 22, 1864. Mnustered out at Little
Rock, Ark., Aug. 12, 1862.

Elisha F. Allen drafted April 4, 1865. Deserted
at Louisville, Ky., June 3, 1865.

Samuel Axtell enlisted Dec. 33, 1861. Died April
24, 1862, Burried at Spring Grove cemetery, Cincin-
natti, Ohio. -

Horace E. Barbour enlisted Dec. 6, 1861. Sargeant.
Wounded in action at Corrinth, Miss., Dee. 1862.
Discharged on surgeon’s certificate of disability, at
St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 19, 1863.

Nelson Beardsley enlisted Dec. 19, 1861. Killed in
action at Corinth, Miss , Oct. 3, 1862.

Andrew J. Bishop enlisted as Second Lieutenant
Company B, at organization, Dec. 5, 1861. Com-
missioned First Lieutenant, Oct. 1862, Acting Ad-
jutant, Oct 1864. Acting Regimental Quartermas-
ter, Nov. and Dec. 1864. Commissioned Captain,
Jan. 12, 1864. Discharged at expiration of term of
enlistment, Jan. 28,1865.

Spencer Bowen enlisted Jan. 4, 1862. Deserted at
Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., April, 1865.

William P. Briggs enlisted Dec. 9, 1861. Died of
disease in Howell, July 18, 1862.

Charles Brockway enlisted as corporal, Dec. 9, 1861

"Died of disease at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., May 15,
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1862. Buried in Naticnal Cemetary at Jefferson Bar-
racks. .

Elias E. Brockway enlisted as drummer, Dee. 9,
1861. Re-enlisted Feb. 15, 1864, Mustered out at
Little Rock, Ark,, Aug. 13, 1865.

George F. Brockway enlisted Dec. 9, 1861. Re-
enlisted Feb. 15, 1864. Mustered out at Little Rock,
Ark. Aug. 13, 1865.

Isaac €ountryman enlisted Nov. 6, 1861. Wound-
ed in action at Shiloh, Tenn., April 6, 1862, Dis-
charged for disability, Aug. 19, 1862,

John Daniels enlisted Nov. 17, 1861. Re-enlisted
Feb. 2, 1864. Corporal. Mustered out at Little Rock,
Ark., Aug 13, 1865. '

Marcellus Dickinson enlisted from Handy, Dee.
7, 1861 discharged on surgeon’s certificate of disability
6 Corinth, Miss., June 12, 1862. After regaining
his health he re-enlisted in the Ninth and served there
unlil the close of the war. He has since lived in Howell

Albert G. Dorrance drafted April 4, 1865. Mustered
out at Little Rock, Ark., Aug. 13; 1865.

William Dorrance drafted April 4, 1865. Mustered
out at Little Rock, Ark., Aug. 13, 1865.

Daniel A. Ellingwood substitute for Wm. MecPher-
son drafted May 21, 1865. Mustered outat Little
Rock, Ark., Aug. 13, 1865.

George W. Fox substitute for Charles B. Damon
drafted Feb, 13, 1863. 3argeant March 16, 1865.
Mustered out at Little Rock, Ark., Aug. 13, 1865.
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Cornelius C. Helms enlisted Dec. 9, 1861. Dis-
charged on surgeon’s certificate of disability at Che-
walla, Tenn., Aug. 9, 1862.

Henry C. Helms substitute for William Stewart
drafted Feb. 10, 1865. Corporal Aug. 30, 1865.
Mustered out at Little Rock, Ark., Aug 13, 1865.

Jerome D. Helms substitute for John Hubbpard
drafted Feb. 10, 1863. Mustered out at Little Rock,
Ark., Aug. 13, 1865.

Nicholas J. Holt dratted April 4, 1865. Mustered
out at Little Rock., Aug. 13, 1865.

Leonard Hook drafted April 4, 1865.

Charles H. Lonsbery enlisted Jan. 25, 1862. Dis-
charged on surgeon’s certificate for disability at Che-
walla, Tenn., Aug. 3, 1862.

Clark Lcunsbery enlisted Jan. 25, 1862. Missing in
action at Petersburg Landing, Tenn., April 6, 1862.

William E, Pixley enlisted Jan. 12, 1862. Dis-
charged on surgeon’s certiflcate for disability at Che-
walla, Tenn., Aug. 9, 1862.

George W, Place drafted April 4, 1865. Deserted
at Lousville, Ky., June 21, 1865.

Silas S. Richmond drafted April 4, 1865. Deserted
at Lousville, Ky., June 21, 1865.

Theodore R. Staley drafted April 4, 1865 Dis-
charged at Alexandria, Va., July 3, 1865.

Theodore Washburn enlisted March 31, 1864,
Killed in action at Atlanta, (+a., July 28, 1864.

Jacob Zely enlisted Dec, 5, 1861. Died of disease
at Monterey. Miss., May 8, 1862.
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Recruiting for the Twenty-second Infantry com-
meneed July 15, 1862. Two months later it was mus-
tered into service, the men coming from Livingston,
Oakland, Macomb, St, Clair, Lapeer and Sanilac
counties which then composed the fifth congressional
district, Ex-Gov. Moses Wisner become its first
Colonel and served faithfully in that position until his
death from typhoid fever, Jan. 4. 1863, at Lexington,
Ky.

Col. Ezra C. Hatton for many years recognized
leader in soldier circles in Howell, was captain of
Company A, enlisting from Farmington.

Jol. Henry S. Dean who was in command during
some of its hardest service, enlisted from Green Oak,
as captain of Company H.

On leaving Michiean the Twenty-second was sent
to Kentucky. As soon as it reached fighting ground
Col. Wisner ordered it out to the front some distance
in the lead of other regiments already there, and pro-
posed to move right on to Richmond if the rest would
only follow. An orderly soon presented the compli-
ments of the commandfng general and Col. Wisner
narrowly escaped a court martial for a stairt in his
soldier career.

Its brave commander did not live to see much of
the hard fighting before the boys in blue marched on
to Richmond, but the Twenty-second had its full
share. Its loss on the second day at @hicamauga was
372 out of the 584 officers and men who went into
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that fight. It was the work of the Twenty-second in
this fight which made the foundation for that beauti-
ful poem ‘‘The Roek of Chicamauga.’ With cart-
ridges all gone the Twenty-second kept on fighting.
They made two charges with fised bayonets but empty
guns, which will go down in history. All their acting
fieid officers went down and the little remnant remain-
ing that night, was commanded by a captain.

The Twenty-second was detailed to the work of en-
gineers and mechanics for some Eime, and for months
served with the Ninth as reserve brigade to the army
of the Cumberland, doing provo dutv consider-
able of the time. It participated in the advance
or Atlanta. It was serving at Nashville, Tenn,,
when the orders came to muster out on Jume 26,
1865. The next day it lett for home.

Howell men with the Twenty-second were as follows:

Lewis Brown, enlisted as second lieutenant, July
31, 1862. Promoted to first lieutenant Jan. 5, 1863,
and to eaptain, April 1, 1965. Mustered out June 26,

© 1865.

David Hiscott enlisted Aug. 14, 1862, Died Oect.
31, 1863, at Chattanooga, Tenn., from wounds re-
eeived at battle of Chicamauga. Corporal. Jan. 5,
1863. Buried in National Cemetery at Chattanooea,
grave No. 1,107.

Peter A. Rorabacher enlisted from Cohoctah. Aug.
20,1862. Mustered out Jan. 26, 1865. Has lived in
Howell for several years past.
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Mark S. Smock enlisted Aug. 14, 1862, Corporal.
Mustered out June 26, 1865,

George Bush enlisted Aug. 14, 1962. Mustered out
June 26, 1875.

John G. Ferguson enlisted as corporal, Aug. 5,
1862, from Unadilla. Discharged for disability at
Louisville, Ky., May 8, 1863. Lived in Howell until
hig death in 1902.

Norton M. Monroe enlisted Aug. 14, 1862. Dis-
charged at Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 8, 1863, on account
of wounds received at battle of Chicamauga.

Lemuel D. Polly enlisted as waggoner, Aug. 12,
1862. Deserted at Snow’s Pond, Ky., Sept. 16, 1862.

Freeman Rorabacher enlisted as corporal, Aug. 15,
1862, from Lyons. Discharged at Detroit, June, 26,
1865, Has resided im Howell for a number of years.

Nearly every township in this county had men in
the Twenty-second, many of them enlisting at Howell
but as far as we can learn, the above were the only
Howell men in that organization.

In the latter part of July 1862 John C. Culver of
Hamburg. afterwards Captain, with one or two others,
commenced the work of recruiting a companv to join
the Twenty-second. When thev reached Pontiac
they found that regiment all filled and after some de-
liberation, proceeded to Jackson where they became
Company E of the Twenty-sixth. Another company
of this regiment was recruited in the south part of
this eounty. The regiment 900 strong, left Jackson



HISTORY OF HOWELL 133
on December 13, 1862. Its first real duty was about
four mouths service as provo guard in the vieinity of
Washington.

May 26 of the following year the regiment saw its
first fighting at Suffolk, Va., but it stood its grotnd
like veterans and repelled a strong charge. Capt.
Culver received a wonnd in this his first fight, from
which he died a few days later.

Shortly after this the Twenty-sixth was again in
Inck in being assigned to the duty of quelling the
draft riots in New York. When they arrived there
however they were made a reserve force and the fact
of their presence did the werk while the men enjoyed
life in camp.

October 13, this life of comparative ease was bro-
ken up and the Twenuvy-sixth became part of the
Army of the Potomae, arriving in Virginia in time
for Mine Run. It was often in the front skirmish line
and won msany enconiums as the best skirmishers in
the Army of the Potomae, Probably its heaviest
fighting was at Spotlsyvania although it participated
in the heavy work of the Army of the Potomac dur-
ing all those memorable days from Mine Run to the
surrender of Gen. Lee. On that eventful day, the
Twenty-sixth was in the skirmish line and the flag of
truce passed through its lines.

For some days after the surrender the Twenty-sixth
was detailed to guard the captured artillery and other
arms. -It participated in the grand review at Wash-
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ington and arrived home on June 7. It was a week
later however before it was paid off and disbanded.

Howell men with the Twenty-sixth were as follows:

Fred N. Galloway enlisted Aug. 15, 1862. Dis-
charged te accept promotion, November, 1862

Harris A. Hickok enlisted Aug. 8, 1862. Corporal,
Sept. 10, 1862. irst lieutenant and adjutant, July
29, 1864. Captain June 9, 1865. Mustered out at
Alexandria, Va., June 4, 1865.

George W. Lake elisted Aug. 8, 1862. Died Sept.
8. 1864, at City Point, Va., of wounds received in
action at Ream’s Station, Va., Aug. 25, 1864.

Newton T, Kirk for three terms county clerk and
a resident of Howell for many years, enlisted from
Hartland, as Corporal, Aug. 11, 1862. Seargent
July 3, 1863. Wounded in action and taken
prisoner at Spottsylvania, Va., May 12, 1864. Re-
turned to regiment Dec. 15, 1864. Discharged to ac-
cept promotion, Sept. 5, 1864. Mustered as captain
of colored troops, Sept. 6, 1864. Discharged Jan 30,
1865.

Andrew J. McKean enlisted Ang. 15, 1862. Dis-

charged at Philadelphia, Pa., June 10, 1865.
~_ Robert S. Mountain enlisted Aug. 17, 1862. Sick
at Alexandria, Va., Aug.25, 1864.

Herman Preston enlisted as corporal, Aug. 14, 1862.
Reported Sargeant Major, Dec. 12, 1862. Second
lieutenant, March, 30, 1863. Discharged on account
of disbility, Deec. 3, 1863.
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Eli Rambo enlisted Aug. 14, 1862. Killed in ae-
tion at Spottsylvania, Va., May 12, 1864.

John W. Thompkins enlisted Aug. 22, 1864.
Liseharged for disability at Rochester, N. Y., May
15, 1865.

Martin Wall enlisted Aug. 8, 1862. Transferred to
invalid corps Sept. 30, 1863. Discharged at Elmira,
N. Y., July 2, 1865.

Philo B. Wines enlisted as corporal, Aug. 8, 1862.
Discharged at Detroit, June 36, 1865.

Harvey P. Wing enlisted Aug. 8. 1862. Wounded
in action May 24, 1864. Discharged at Baltimore,
Md., May 26, 1865.

(George E. Wright enlisted Aug. 8 1862. Wounded
in action at Spottysivania, Va., May 12, 1864. Dis-
charged for disability at Portsmouth Grove, R.I.,
Jan. 2, 1865,

In addition to those already named there were a
good many Howell soldiers scattered ' through other
organizations as follows:

Bracket J. Allen enlisted from Mundy, in the Twen-
ty-thirdinfantry, Aug. 11, 1862, at Flint. Discharged
at Alexandria, Va., June 28, 1865. Has lived in
Howell for a number of years.

George Barnes, substitute for his father John
Barnes who was drafted at North Shade, Oect. 5, 1864,
Discharged at Raleigh, N. C,, Oect, 17, 1865. Ex-
Superintendent of Sehools and publisher Livingston
Republican at Howell.
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Azel Carpenter enlisted in Company K, First En-
gineers and Mechanics, Nov. 21, 1861, as artificer.
Discharged for disability at Nashville, Tern., June 3,
1862.

Harvey Devereaux enlisted in Company K, First
Engineers and Mechanies, Nov. 23, 1861. Died of
disease at Nashville, Teun., Feb. 20, 1863. Buried
in National Cemetery, Nashville, Tenn.

Jared L. Cook enlisted as sergeant in Company D,
Sixth Cavalry, Sept. 5, 1862. Transferred to invalid
corps, March 31, 1864. Discharged by order, July
18, 1865.

Franklin Goodrich enlisted in Company K. First
Engineers and Mechanics, Nov. 27, 1861, Discharged
at Naahville, Tenn., May 28, 1862. Re-entered ser-
vice in Company K, Second Infantry, March 26,
1864. First Sergeant. Discharged at St. Mary’s
Hospital, Detroit, April 26. 1865, by reason of
wounds received in action.

Benjamin B. Head, enlisted as teamster in sixth
Cavalry Oet. 2, 1I862. Discharged for disability,
March 24, 1863.

Asa McFall enlisted in Battery C. First Light Ar-
tillery, Oct. 11. 1861. Discharged for disability,
Feb. 9, 1862.

Reuben McFall enlisted in Battery C, First Light
Artillery, Dec. 1, 1861. Died of disease at Luka,
Miss., Sept. 3, 1862

George H. Miles enlisted in Battery C, Fi¥st Light
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Artillery, Dec. 8, 1861, Dischargéd for disability,
Nov. 6, 1862.

Allen C, Stearns enlisted in Battery ¢, First Ar-
tillery, Dec. 12, 1861. Veteran Dec. 28, 1863.
Sergeant. Mustered out July 22, 1865.

Stepher D. Steadman enlisted in Battery H, First
Light Artillery, Dec, 2, 1861. Discharged for disa-
bility, February, 1863.

Peter Cameron enlisted in Company F, Second
Infantry, March 28, 1864. Mustered out July 20,
1865

Franklin Goodrich enlisted in Company K, Second
Infantry, March 26, 1864. Discharged for disease,

James Barnhart enlisted in Company G. Seventh
Infantry, March 3,‘ 1863, Transferred to Invalid
Corps, Feb. 15, 1864. ‘

‘Oliver Lampman enlisted in Compzny K, First En-
gineers and Mechanies, Nov. 21, 1861. Taken
prisoner between Huntsville, Ala., and War Force
Tenn., May 20,1862. Artificer. Dischaged at Colum-
bus, O., F:b. 4, 1863.

David Wright enlisted in Company B, First En-
gineers and Mechanies, Dee. 5, 1861, Died Oct. 2,
1862. Buried in Nathional Cemetery, Nashville,
Tenn.

Simon Dolph enlisted in Company B. Eighth Infan-
try: Feb. 29, 1864. Died in Andersonville prison,
Aug. 14, 1864.

Edward A. Hart enlisted in Company A, Tenth
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Infantry, Oct 21, 1861. Discharged July 2, 1862.

Sherwood Hart enlisted in Company A, Tenth In-
fantry, Oct. 27, 1861. Died of disease at Nash-
ville, Tenn., Nov. 17, 1862.

Hugh McKeever enlisted in Company A, Tenth
Infantry, Oct. 27, 1861. Discharged for disability,
June 21, 1862.

Edward Haney enlisted in Company B, Feurteenth
Infantry, April 19, 1864. Mustered out July 18,
1865.

Peter Malosh enlisted in Company B, Sixteenth
Infantry, March 23, 1865. Mustered out July 8,
1865.

James Barney enlisted in Company E,. Sixteenth
Infantry, March 29, 1865. Mustered out July 8, 1865.

Charles Moore enlisted in Company G; Sixteenth
Infantry Mareh 28, 1865, Mustered: out July 8,
1865.

John Carney enlisted in Company I, Sixteenth
Infantry January 2, 1862. Discharged for disability
Aug. 24, 1864.

William Robinson enlisted in Company &, Six-
teenth Infantry, March 18, 1865. Mustered out July
8, 1865.

George Reed enlisted in Compay I, Sixteenth
Infantry, Deec. 10, 1861. Dicharged Feb. 18, 1863.

Stephen D. Harrington enlisted. in Company H,
Twenty-third Infantry, Sept. 9, 1862. Mustered
out June 28, 1865.
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Henry Hagadorn enlisted in Company G, Twenty-
seventh Infantry, Feb. 10, 1863. Bied of disease,
June 9, 1864.

William Campbell enlisted in Company K, Twenty-
eighth Infantry, Sept, 22, 1864. Mustered out Sep:.
13, 1865.

George W. Lincoln enlisted in Company K, Twen-
tv-eighth Infantry, Sept. 22, 1864, Died of disease
at Nashville, Tenn., July 10, 1865.

William Mershon enlisted in Company E, Twen ty
eighth Infantry, Sept, 20, 1864. Mustered out June
13, 1865.

Aaron Selleck enlisted in Company A, Twentv-
eighth Infantry, Sept. 12, 1864. Mustered out
June 5, 1865.

Myron Simpson enlisted in Company K, TTwenty-
eighth Infantry, as corporal, Sept, 22, 1864. Mus-
tered out June 6, 1865,

Palmer G. Tripp enlisted in Company F, Twenty-
eighth Infantry, Sept. 24, 1864. Mustered out May
30,-1865.

Alfred Wright enlisted in Company F, Twenty-
eighth Infantry, Sept. 26, 1864. Mustered out June
5, 1865.

John Walker enlisted in Company K, Twenty-
eighth Infantry, Sept. 26, 1864. Mustered out June
5, 1865.

Leverett J. Wood enlisted in Company H, Twenty-
eighth Infantry, Aug. 30, 1864. Mustered out June
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<, 1865.

‘Edwin A. Burch eniisted in Company B, Second
Cavalry, Nov. 19, 1863. Killed in action at Oxford,
Ala., April 28, 1865.

Joseph Krozier enlisted in Company E, Second
Cavalry, Nov. 20, 1863. Mustered out April 22 1865.

Francis Crandall enlisted in Company E, Second
Cavalry, Nov. 20, 1863. Mustered out Aug. 17, 1865

Levi Bush enlisted as buglar in Company K, Tenth
Cavalry, Sept. 5, 1863. bied of disease at Knoxville,
Tenn,, Jan, 7, 1865. Buried in Government Cem-
etery at Knoxville.

Herbert H. Glass enlisted in Company K, Tenth
Cavalry, Aug. 29, 1863. Mustered out Nov.
11, 1865.

John Swanger enlisted in Company XK, Tenth
(‘avalry, April 26, 1864, Died of disease in North
Carolina, Jan. 17, 1865.

Renben H, Warren enlisted in Company K, Tenth
Javalary, Sept. 9, 1863. Mustered out Nov, 11, 1865.

Samuel Warring enlisted in Company K, Tenth
Cavalry, Oct. 16, 1863. Transferred to Veteran Re-
serve Corps, May 1, 1865. '

Luther H. Frink enlisted in Company I, U, S.
Sharp Shooters, Dec. 14, 1864.

Adelbert F. Peavy enlisted from Hamburg, Sept.
3. 1863; in Company K, Tenth Cavalry. Mustered
out Nov. 11, 1865. Has lived in FHowell nearly all
the time since the war.



CHAPTER IX
In War Times

The east line of the original plot of the village of
Howell crosses Grand River street about at Barron &
Wines’ drug store. As previously noted the fight for
the location of the court house ended in the selection
of the present square, half of whieh was tpon land
donated by P. A. Cowdry and the rest by Edward
Thompson,

Mr. Thompson was first to formally plot his ad-
' dition to the village which extended mnorth from the
line marking the center of the section, whiek would
cross Divison street just south of the Wileox block,
and the Ann Arbor Railroad at the northeast corner
of the Rubert lumber yard. The plot was about two
lots wide at its eastern side, and four at its western,
and includes much of what iz now considered very
choice residence property. The Uowdry addition in-
cluded nearly all the town south of the Thompson
addition to the Pere Marquette Railroad. All the
eastern portion of the business section of Grand River
street is on this addition.

Mre. Cowdry arranged for a second addition to the
village which was surveyed Nov. 16, 1852. It em-
braced forty-nine acres hetween Wetmore street and
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Byrom road, aud north of Grand River street,
north west of the original plat. Mr. Cowdry died
before this addition was advanced very far. The
plat was filed by the administrator of bis estate Oect.
26, 1853.

Joseph H. Wileox was the next tc enlarge the wil-
lage. He platted thirty-two lots south of Livingstom
street, near where the Pere Marquette railroad now
runs. His plat. was filed for record Aug. 1, 1867.

Almon Whipple’s first addition was east of the
Cowdry addition to tbe old fair ground, and north of
Grand River street. The plovis dated on January
27, 1868. Mr. Whipple’s seeond addition, which was
platted in the fail of 1871, lies east of that part of
the Cowdry addition, which is south of Grand River
street.

Heirs of George W, Jewett platted sixty-four iots
south-west of the original village plat, and began sell-
ing lots in 1868. Their plat was recorded on May 23
of that year, The tendency of the town te grow to
the east acted against this additien for years. Its de-
girability has eome to be more fully realized of late
and houses are going up there more rapidly.

The McPherson family caught the general  idea
which prevaded Howell in 1868, that the town was to
boom, and laid out an addition from Thompson’s
addition north, with Division street as its westeru
boundry. Aug. 24, 1874 they followed with a sec:
ond addition east of their first, to Thompson’s lake.
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During 1874 they also plotted their two Prospect
Place addition’s. The first of these is wunorth of
Grand River street and west of the Byron Road;
the second embraces a small territory south of Grand
River street, opposite the first.

Cardell’s addition embraces the land between
McPherson’s Second Prospect place addition and the
original plot.

In 1875 T. W, Mizner platted the hill south east ot
town which he named Washington Heights additiou.
It contrins nineteen blocks. Quitea number of
houses have been built there but it is largely vacant .
as yet.

FredrickJ. Lee and L. S. Montague platted a
small tract in the south eastern portion of town, be-
tween Cowdry’s and other additions in that part, and
it became Lee and Montague’s addition.

In 1871 Alexaunder and William McPherson platted
an addition west of Pinckney road and south of the
Pere Marvuette railrrad  Joseph B. Skilbeck platted
an addition which was recorded May 30. 1874. It
included quite a tract east of Pinckney road and
south of the Pere Marquette railroad. Quite a set-
tlement grew up on these additions but it did not
become a part of the corperation of Howell until the
granting of the last village charter bv the Legisla-
ure in 1891. . They are in Marion township.

' There is quite a large tract in the northwestern
part of town, including the milk factory and resi-
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dence lots near there, which has never been platted
and is still described by metes and bounds when
transfers oceur.

By act of the State Legislature approved March
14, 1863, '‘all that tract of country situnated in the
townskip of Howell, in the County of Livingston, in
the state of Michigan, which is known and discribed
as follows, to wit: seetion 35, section 36, the south
half of section 25 and the south half of section 26, in
township No. 3 north, of range No. 4 east, be and the
same is hereby made and constituted a town corporate,
by the name, style and title of the village of Howell”’

The first charter election was held May 4, 1863.
Sardias F. Hubble was the first village president;
Andrew D. Waddell, recorder; Asa VanKleek,
treasurer; John H. Galloway, assessor; Marcus B.
Wileox, William R. Melvin, William McPherson Jr.,
Johu Hoyt and Philo Curtis were the trustees.

Up to 1870 the village officers elected were as follows:
1864—President, Joseph M. Gilbert; Recorder,
Mylo L. Gay; Treasurer, Frederick J. Lee; Assessor.
John H. Galloway; Trustees, Johr Cummiskey,
Nathan T. Hickey, George L. Clark, Luther M.
Glover, V. R. T. Angel.

1865—President, Sardis F. Hubbell; Recorder,
Mylo L. Gay; Treasurer, Frederick J. Lee; Assessor,
John H. Galloway; Trustees, James Bowers, William
R. Melvin, George L. Clark, William E. Huntley,
Marcus B. Wilcox.
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1866—President, Mylo I.. Gay; Recorder, James
Bowers; Treasurer, William R. Melvin; Assessor,
Isaac W. Bush; Trustees, George Taylor, John Jones
William E. Huntley, Frederick J. Lee, Sardius F.
Hubbell.

1867—President, Sardus F. Hubbell; Recorder,
Joseph T. Titus; Treasurer, William R. Griffith;
Assessor, Orrin H. Winegar; Trustees, Andrew D.
‘Waddell, William R. Melvin, Leander C. Smith,
William E. Huntley, Geo. S. Clark.

1868 President, Andrew D. Waddell; Recorder,
Myio L. Gay; Treasurer, R. H. Rumsey; Assessor,
Oren H. Winegar; Trustees Leander C, Smith, Wil-
liam E. Huntley, (ieorge L. Clark, Alexander Me-
Pherson, Henry H. Harmon.

1869.—President, Mylo L. Gay; Recorder, Joseph
T. Titus; Treasurer, Royal H. Rumsey; Assessor,
Orrin H, Winegar; Trustees, William E. Huntley,
Edward: McGunn, Sylvester Andrews, Henry P.
Wheeler, Levi D. Smith,

Our readers will remember the story of Howell’s
first school house built in 1837, which is yet stand-
ing, This school house was never satisfactory to
the district and in 1845 it was sold. The old Presby-
terian church was rented for school purposes for
awhile as was the ‘‘academy building’’ which stood
nearly where the Republican block now stands. It
was three years before the location of a sehool house
was defermined, after the old one was sold. The
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fight on this question was ore of the most stubbornly
contested of any which Howell has ever seen. Five
different committees were appointed at as many
school meetings. The northwest corner of the old
public square, near where the Knapp shops now
stand, the site of the Methodist chureh and other
sites in‘that neighborhood were chosen at various
times by the committees, only to he turned down
by serhool meetings. 'The present site of the Central
School was finally adopted Dec. 12, 1848. A two
story brick building 38x48 feet in size was at first
determined upon but the opposition called this a
“(astle’”” ard on Feb, 29, 1849, succeeded in getting
the size cut dow= to 26x36 feet. Promoters of the
larger building kept up their contention and were ju-
bilant when in 1850 it became necessary to rent more
room. In 1851 it was voted to enlarge the building
but it was not brought about until 1856. This too soon
proved inadequate and in 1866, Sardits F. Hubbell
offered a resolution in the annual school meeting,
which resulted in the erection of the splendid build-
ing which is now occupied by the Central School.

The bonds provided for erection of the Central
school building were for $15,000 at seven per cent,
$1,000 of principal to be paid annually. The building
committee selected was H. C. Briggs, Sardias F. Hub-
bell, Wm. MecPherson Sr., J. I. VanDeusen and
Joseph M. Gilbert.

This eommittee went over plans and decided the
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amount to be too small for the purpose so nothing
more was done until after the next school meeting
when $5,000 more was voted. The contract was let
to R. B. Rice of Detroit, for $15,650 with $700 addi-
tional for finishing the third story which was not cen-
templated at first. In addition to this the district
furnished brick and other materials from the old
building and quite an amount in addition to that.

By the time the building was finished and ready for
use, which was for the winter term of 1869, the total

eost was $31,000,
It may be interesting in this econnection to speak

of teachers in the old building. The old records are
defective but as nearly as they can be learned the
principals were as fellows:

W. Mills, 1849-50; John S. Dixon, 1850-52; Seth
Beden, 1853-54; J. S. Houston, 1855-56; F. W.
Munson, 1857; L. Barnes, 1858-59 D. OCramer,
1859-60; Charles W. Bowen, 1860-62; Rufus T,
Bush, 1862-63; Michael McKernan, 1863-65; S. S.
Babeock, 1865-66; Joshua S. Lane, 1866-67; L. S.
Montague 1867 for twenty weeks until the old build-
ing was torn down.

There were several steps toward a graded school
during the nineteen years the old building was used.
The greatest of these steps was made during the
administration of Prof. Bush who prepared the first
eourse of study.

Since moving into the present building superinten-
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dents have been as follows: 8. S.-Babcock, 1869-70;
T. C. Garner, 1870-73; M. W. Schreeb, 1873-74;
W. Carey Hill, 1874-77; Elihu B. Fairfield, 1877-80;
Geo. Barnes, 1880-88; S. . Burkhead, 1888-90;
W. H. Hawks, 1890-94; R. D. Briggs, 1894-99; W.
D. Sterling, 1899-1901; H. E. Aguew, 1901-02
J. K. Osgerby, 1902-1908; Fred Fullerton, 1908.

E. D Galloway graduated in 18€9 and was the
first from the Howell schools. The total number of
garduates to date is 526 of whom twenty-two were in
the last class. Thoerough work has always character-
ized the schools and this fact has attracted a large
list of foreign pupils. The High School row num-
bers about 150 of whom over half are foreign stu-
dents. The total school enrollment is now 595,
The total cost of running the schools last year was
$12,561 of which $8,457 was for teachers’ salaries.
The schools received $1,144.37 for tuition of foreign
pupils last year.

Howell has always recognized the importance of a
good school board, and elected its best citizens to
membership there. The present board with time of
service of each, is as follows: Thomas Gordon Jr. 20
years; W. P, VanWinkle, 16 years; E. A, Stowe, 8
years; Lyman Thompson, 1 vear; Dr. C. E. Skinner,
1 year. E. K. Johnson and E. C. 'Shields, who re-
tired from the board at the last school meeting, had
both served for several years.

The present corps of teachers is as follows; Super
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intendent, Fred Fullerton, mathematics; Grace Bai-
ley, science; Alma Sharp, Greek and Latin; Lois
Bach, English; Lillian Andrews, session and librar-
ian; Alice Johnson, German and History; Kate Ru-
en, music and drawing. Eighth grade, Leona Mor-
ton; Sixth and Seventh grades, Mae Marshall and
Carolyn Pierson; Fourtb and Fifth grades, Mable
Woodward and Bessie Lane; Second and Third
grades, Blanche Crandle, Alma Hetchler and Mary
Itsell; Beginners and First grade, Goldie Holt, Susie
Barron and Ione Parker.

In 1886 the Central building had become so crowded
that the basement had been utalized for school rooms,
a condition which was not admired by parents of
children who were quartered there. Everone agreed
that a new buildiug was a necessity but the question
of location was a source of much division. . It was
settled a year later, by the agreement to build two
tour room buildings. The east ward building was
erected in 1888 and Miss Emma Lamb who had taught
for several years in the Central building, became the
first principal there. The total cost of the building
was $4,867.85, not including grading, side walks,
wells, out building, ete. The West Ward building
was erected im 1890 and cost a few dollars more than
the East Ward building.

In1863 a young man named Embury, who had just
graduated from a business college at Fenlon, was
 backed by his father to come to Howell and start a
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bank. He was associated with other gentlemen un-
der the firm name of Brockway Embury & Co. and
their bank was called the Exchange. The young gen-
tleman led a very fast life here and is remembered
by older settlers for his hunting outfit, high blooded
hounds, ete. It did not take him a great while to
run through with his property and he soon passed off
the scenes here. This bank was started in a building
about where H. K. White & Co. are now doing busi-
ness. In 1865 the building now occupied by the
McPherson bank was erected for its use.

As previously detailed in this history, Alex. Mec-
Pherson & Co. opened a bank ina small office par-
titioned in ene corner of the building which stood
where Parker’s drug store now stands, in 1865. In
1868 this bank purchased the building, fixtures aud
business of the Exchange bank and has done busi-
ness there since that time.

Abont a year ago a former resident of Howell who
had occasion to travel across the pime barrens of
Northern Michigan found Embury there, struggling
for a mere existance on one of those sandy forties,
After an exchange of stories of the oid life in How-
el, Empbury said: ‘"Now I’'m up here on forty aeres of
land trying to raise white beans to live on. There’s
one thing I’ve got to console myself. I lived while
I lived.”’

Had John Weimeister died a month befere he did,
his name would have gone doww in history, as one of
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the most aggressive and public spirited ecitizens, who
has ever boosted for Howell. Born in Germany, in
1824, he came to this country in 1854. His first bus-
iness enterprise was a boot, shoe and grocery store in
Genoa, where what has long been known as the
““Duteh Grocery’” now stands. Later he ran the
mills at Oak Grove. In 1863 he associated himself
with Neil O’Hearn, and they opened a bank in How-
ell. Mr. Weimeister at once commenced the erection
of the block which long bore his name and which in-
cludes Hotel Livingston and the Whitacre building
just east, which was their bank building. Several
other buildings about town are monuments to his en-
terprise. Among them is the building which was oec-
cupied by A. J. Prindle’s department store for many
vears. In this building the firm of Weimeister &
O’'Hearn ran a large general store during a good
part of the %ime they did business together. Along
in the ’80s his health gave way and when the erisis
came after the dissolution of the old firm of Weimeis-
ter & O’Hearn, which occurred August 14, 1889, and
he had associated his son Albert with him in business
the conditien of his health prevented that aectivity
which would have saved the financial erash, and the
doors of his various business enterprises were closed.
His failure came like a thunderbolt to the community
and was followed in about ten days by his death,
Thursday, October 3, 1889.

Mr. Weimeister’s property was invested laréely in
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real estate, which went at very low prices at the
forced sale and the various creditors, including bank
depositors, were heavy loosers.

When Edward P. Gregory was. nine months old
his father the late Rev. Edward E. Gregory built
a house which is now a part of the house in which
Mr. Gregory has his office, and the family became
residents of Howell village.

As a young man Mr. Gregory studied law with
Wilcox & Waddell and took lectures at the State
University. ‘He was examined and admitted with
Dennis Shields, For a year he praeticed law at Cor-
unna and would probably have continued in that line
but for the changes brought about by the war, and
the fact that he became part of the provest marshal’s
force in the sixth-congressional district, with head
quarters at Flint. ‘

When the war closed Mr. Gregory returned to How-
ell and formed a partnership with F. N. Monroe in
the hardware business, under the firm uame of Mon-
roe & Gregory. Soon after engaging in business the
firm bought the building which occupied the site at
the corner of Grand River and State streets, where
they continued until 1872 when Mr, Gregory sold his
interests to Mr. Monroe who continued the business
uetil the big fire of March 12, 1887, when the build-
ing and stock were the firet of the many burned.
A vear or go after that Mr. Monroe moved to the up-
per peniusula.
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After retiring from the hardware business Mr.
Gregory engaged in real estate, He also served the
town as justice of the veaee for eight years, when
he was identified with the movement in the erection
of the milk factory in 1892 and became superinten-
dent there. He held this position for nine years,
four of which he was also superintendent of the
Lansing factory. During his superintendency the
business of the Howell factory was developed tfrom
nothing to seventy-five tons of milk per day.

Since leaving the factory Mr. Gregory has built up
an excellent herd of Holsteins upon his farm, looked
after his real estate and loaning interests and secured
what enjoyment he could from life. In an interview
recently he said ‘‘I am approaching the allotted years
of man. I have enjoyed my life and I have never
seen a time when nature leoked brighter. The song
of the birds never sounded sweeter. My friends are
dearer to me than they ever were before.”’

At various times Mr. Gregory served as township
clerk, councilman, village president and circuit court
commissioner. He bas always been a leading worker
and held official positions in the Presbyterian church.
He was chairman of the citizens eommittee whieh se-
cured the Saniforium for Howell and has always been
an energetic and loyal citizen for the town. He has
often been tendered high political positions but has re-
fused them. His candidacy for electcr to vote for
Taft and Sherman, was over his protest.
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The ‘‘Know Nothing’’ movement or Natvive Ameri-
can Partv as it called itself, grew up along in the
'50s, in the form of secret lodges. Its existence in
.Howell was not generally known until early in the
60’s, when the lodge was occupying a hall in the sec-
ond story of the building where Parker’s drug
store is now. At that time the entrance to the sec-
ond story was by way of a stairway which led up to
a porch on the front. There was also a stairway at
the back end of the building. The strength of the
“‘Know Nothings’’ became an important one in that
political campaign and George Wilber undertook to
find out by counting how many men went up
to their meeting. In some wav it got to the men of
the organization what was going on and a plan was
quickly fixed up so that the members would go up
the front stairway and then down the rear way.
They would then walk around a block or two and go
up again. Wilber’s count ran up into the hundreds
aud the strength of Howell’s lodge of ‘‘Know Noth-
ings’’ not only scared local politicians but got to the
ears of state political workers who were set very
much to wondering it the new party had as many
followers in other towns. It was not until after elee-
tion and the new party showed up with only a small
vote that the affair leaked out in detail.

Mr. Wilber seems to have been a regular pessimest.
He ardently opposed all railroad agitation with the
argument that there would not be enough people who
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could afford to travel between here and Detroit, to
pay expenses He predicted that at thc greater ex-
pense for running the railroad they would have to
charge so much more than the stage coaches that
they wouldn’t carry as manyv passengers as were then
riding on those vehicles.

John W. Wright built the first planing mill
in Howell in 1869, on Clinton street between Center
and Walnut sireets, It was burned April 27, 1875.
. Mr. Wright soon after built the planing mill south
of the Pere Marquette railroad, which is still managed
by his son Frank Wright.

Along in the ’6Gs Howell citizens began to make
themselves felt in the political world. George W.
Lee was a presidential elector in 1360. John H. Gal-
lowav was State Senator in 1861, and William A.
Clark in 1863. Henry H. Harmon was Representa-
tive in the State Legislature in 18€3, and Milo L.
Gay in 1869.

Dennis Shields was born Sept. 19, 1836 and came
to Howell early in 1859. He studdied law with H.
H. Harmon and -vas admitted to the bar Dec. 31,
1861. settling in Howell for the practice of that pro-
fession. He rapidly advanced and for several years,
there were very few cases of importance which were
tried in this county, i which he was not upon one
side or the other. Hispopularity is attested by the
fact that at eight different times he was elected prose
cuting attorney. He was president of the village at
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one time and gerved in several other official positions.
In 1872 he formed a partnership with John C. Shields,
which lasted for three years. During all his life Mr.
Shields was a leader for all laudable public enterprises.
a good citizen in the community. He died Aug. 30,
1898.

Edmund C. Shields, his son was admitted to prac-
tice in 1896 and his brother Franecis J. Shields was
admitted in November, 1898. They succeded to the
practice of their father which they have maintained
and built up, under tne firm name of Shields &
Shields. ,

Another who settled in Howell about the same
time as Mr. Shields, was H. G. Briggs who arrived
here in 1856. Soon after coming Mr. Briggs engaged
in the jewelry business which he followed until his
death, a few vears ago, earning the title which he
carried for several years of the pioneer jeweler.

Mr. Briggs was strong in argument and for several
years was one of the leading speakers for the Repub-
lican varty, in every political campaign in this county.

Asa VanKleck came to Howell in 1853 and worked
as contractor and carpenter, considerable of the time
some years, with Frank Xelly. When the Presby-
terian church was built, they bought the old church
and used it for some years as their shop. In 1863
Mr. VanKleek formed a partnership with George L,
Sage under the firm name of Sage & VanKleek, and -
started a grocery store. This firm lasted but a short
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time when Mr. VanKleeck (ried farming on the old
Charles P. Bush farm in Genoa. In 1883 he purchased
the furniture stock of Wm, Griffith after that gentle-
man’s death. He continued in the furniture business
until about five years ago, when he sold that busi-
ness to Schnackenberg Bros. who added undertaking
to the line. When the First State and Savings Bank
was organized he became a director, a position which
he has continued to hold. He has been vice vresi-
dent of the bauk since the death of Charles Curtis,

A list of persons who have held offices is given be-
low, but it is incomplete for the v2ars between 1836
and 1850, for the reason that the old township record
covering those years has been lost or destroved, and
onlv a partial and defective list of officers elected
during that period has heen gathered from other
sources. Such as are given, however, are known ta
be authentie, viz: ‘

1837.—Supervisor, John W. Smith; Town Clerk,
Jonathan Austin; Justices of the Peace, George W,
Kneeland, John W. Smith.

1838.—Supervisor, Rial Lake; Town Clerk, Johp
W. Smith; Justices of the Peace, John T. Watson,
QOdell J. Smith, Wellington A. Glover.

1849.—Town Clerk, Morris Thompson; Justice of
the Peace, Allen C. Weston.

1840.—Town Clerk, Morris Thompson; Justice of
the Peace, Gardner Wheeler.

1841.—Town Clerk, Morris Thompson; Justice of
the Peace, John W. Smith.
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1842 . —Supervisor., George W. Kneeland; Town
Clerk, M. S. Brennan; Justice of the Peace, Josiah
Turner.

1843.—Supervisor, (teorge W. Kneeland; Justice
of the Peace, Odell J. Smith,

1844.—Supervisor, Rial Lake; Town Clerk, Gard-
ner Wheeler; Justice of the Peace, James H. Acker-
son; Treasurer, William McPherson; School Inspec-
tor, Edward BE. Gregory; Directors of the poor, De-
rastus Hinmon, Vierory Curtis.

1845, —Supervisor, Odell J. Smith; Town Clerk,
GGardner Wheeler; Justice of the Peace, John W.
Smith, Nelson G. Isbell; (to fill vacancy caused by
resignation of Josiah Turner)-

184%.— Supervisor, Gardner Wheeler; Town Clerk,
Lauren K. Hewett; Justice of the Peace, William
Lewis.

1847.—Supervisor, Odell J. Smith; Town Clerk, L.
K. Hewett; Justice of the Peace, Richard B. Hall,
Samuel M. Yerkes (toflll vacaney).

1848,—Supervisor, Frederick C. Whipple; Town
Clerk, D. D. T. Chandler; Justice of the Peace, Lau-
ren K. Hewett, George W. Kneelaud (to fill vacaney)

1849.—Supervisor, William McPherson;. Town,
(lerk, Henry H. Harmon: Justiee of the Peace, John
W. Smith.

1850.—Supervisor, Gardner Wheeler; Clerk, Henry
H. Harmon; Treasurer John B. Kneeland; Justice
of the Pence, Herry Lake; Commissioner of high- -



HISTORY OF HOWELL 159

ways, Edward Thompson; School Inspector, John A.
Wheeler; Directors of the Poor, Richard P. Bush,
Josiah Turner,

1851.—Supervisor; Derastus Hinman; Clerk, John
A, Wheler; Treasurer, John B Kneeland; Justices of
the Peace, Johz H- Galloway (full term), William
More (to fill vacaney); Highway Commissioner, David
Carl; School Inspector, Gardner Wheeler; Directors
of the Poor, James M, Murray, William L. Wells.

1852.—Supervisor, Richard P. Bush; Clerk. Mylo
L. Gay; Treasurer, John B. Kneeland; Justices
of the Peace, Gardner Wheeler (full term), William
Moore (to fill vacaney); Highway Commisioner,
Elisha H. Smith; School Inspector, William A, Clark;
Directors of the Poor, John D. Gifford, Josiah Turner.
A 1853.—Supervisor, Richard P. Bush; Clerk, Mylo
L. Gay; Treasurer, John B. Kueeland; Justice of
the Peace, L. K. Hewett; Highway Commissioner,
Samuel M. Yerkes; School Inspector, Gardner
Wheeler.

1854.—Supervisor, Gardner Wheeler; Clerk, Mylo
L. Gay; Treasnrer, John B. Kneeland; Justice
of the Peace, William More; Highway Commissioner,
Daniel Case; School Inspector, William A. Clark.

1855,—Supervisor, Willim C. Rumsey; Clerk, Mylo
L. Gay; Treasurer, John B. Kneeland; Justice of the
Peace, Odell J. Smith; Commissioner of Highways,
Dexter Filkins, Wm. Lake- School Inspector, Wm.
B. Jewett.



160 HISTORY OF HOWELL

1856.—Supervisor, William H. Rumsey; Clerk, E.
Rollin Bascum; Justice of the Peace, Mylo L. Gay;
Treasurer, Nathan Pond; Highway Commissioner,
Charles Root; School Inspector, George P. Roet.

1857.—Supervisor, John 'B. Kneeland; Clerk, E. '
Rollin Bascom; Treasurer. Andrew Blanck; Justice
of the Peace, Laniel Case; Highway (ommissioner,
David Lewis; School Inspector, John Huston.

1858.—Supervisor, John H. Galloway; Clerk, Henry
C. Briggs; Treasurer, John W. Richmond; Jurtice
of the Peace, Andrew D. Waddell; Highway Com-
missoner, Dexter J, Filkins; School llnspector, B,
Howard Lawson (full term), William B. Jewett (to
fill vacaney.)

1859.—Supervisor, John H. Galloway; Clerk, E.
Rollin Baseom; Treasurer, John W. Richmond; Jus-
tice of the Peace, John Marr; Highway Commissioners
Charles Root, Stephen S. More; Schonel Inspeetor, J,
A. Pond.

1860.—Supervisor, Jobn H. Galloway; Clerk E
Rollin Bascum; Treasurer, John W. Richmond; Jus-
tice of the Peace, Mylo L. Gay (full term), William
Lake (tc fill vacancy); Highway Commissioner,
Stephen S. More; School Inspector, Andrew Blanck,

1861.—Supervisor, William (', Rumsey; Clerk. E,
Rollin Bascom; Treasurer, Henry C. Briggs; Justice
of the Peace, Daniel Case; School Insgpector, Jabez
A, Pond; Highway Commissioner, Sclomon Hilde-
brant,
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1862.—Supervisor, William C. Rumsey; Clerk E.
Rollin Bascom; Treasurer, Giles Tucker; Justice of
the Peace, Dennis 3hields; Highway Commissioner,
(teorge Wakefield; School Inspector, Henry H. Har-
mon (full term), J. Bruce Fishbeck (vacancy.)

1863.—Supervisor, Giles Tucker; Clerk, E. Rollin
Bascom; Treasurer, Leonard B. Wells; Justice of the
Peac:, William Lake (full term), William More (va-
cancy; Highway Commissioners, Stephen More George
Wakefield; School Inspectors, Ebenezer Bunnell (full
term), George Wilber, (vacancy).

1864.—Supervisor, Giles Tucker; Clerk, E. Rollin
Bascom; Treasurer, T.eonard B. Wells; Justice of
the Peace, Mylo L. Gay; Highway Commissioner,
Solomon Hildebra~t; School Inspectors, Elijah F.
Burt (full term), Dennis Shields (vacancy)

1865.—Supervisor, Almcn Whipple; Clerk, E. Rol-
lin Bascom (died during this termn, which was coem-
pleted by Wallace W. Carpenter); Justice of the
Peace, Daniel Case; Treasurer, Leaunord B. Wells;
School Inspectors W. W. Carpenter (full term),
Dernis Shields (vacaney).

1866—Supervisor, Isaac W. Bush; Clerk, Royal
H. Rumsey; Treasurer, l.orenzo B. Sullivan; Jus-
tice of the Peace, Wallace W. Carpenter; Highway
Commissioner, Stephen S. More; School Inspector,
Deunnis Shields

1867—Snpervisor, Oren H. Winegar; Clerk, Royal
H Rumesey; Treasurer, Elbert H. Bush; Justice of A
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the Peace, Frederick H, Whipple; Highway Commis-
ioner, Sclomon Hildebrant; School Inspector, Wal-
lace W. Carpenter

1868—Superviser, Oren H. Winegar; Clerk, Henry
T. Clark; Treasmer, Elbert C. Bush; Justice of the
Peace, Nicholas Lake; Higbway Commissioner, Jesse
Marr; School Inspector, Philander Bennett.

1869—Supervisor, O. H. Winegar; Clerk, Royal
H. Rumsey; Treasurer, William B. Smith; Justice
of the Peace, William More; Highway Commissioner,
S. S. More; School Inspector, Ferdinand W. Munson.



CHAPTER X
Midst Blessings of Peace

On July 4, 1871, a meeting was held at the Melvin
House, to organize a Pioneer Society. After discuss-
ing the proposition, an adjournment was taken to M.
L. Gay’s office in the rooms which are now Tidings
office. William C. Rumsey was elected chairman and
M. L. Gay, secretary. A ecommittee was selected to
draft a constitution and bylaws, and arrang=ments
were made for a public meeting, which was addressed
by Judge Turner at the Court House, on Wednesday
evening, September 27, 1871. The committee failed
to have its constitution ready, but M, L. Gay had an-
ticipated such a situation, and prepared one which
was adopted. It provided that all persons, who were
residents of the county previous to July 4, 1845, were
pioneers, and elligible to membership. At the annual
meeting in 1877, this was changed to 1850, and im
1880, it was changed so that all who resided in the
county previous to 1855, were considered as pioneers,
and entitled to membership.

In 1871, A. G. Blood & Company started a five col
umn quarto weekly newspaper, which they named the
Howell Independent. It never paid expenses, and af-
ter nine months, was sold to J. D. Smith and Charles
E. Cooper. Mr. Smith took part of the ma‘erial te
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the Republican office. Mr. Cooper continued the pa-
per for a couple of months longer, and then gave it
up.
" In the early ’60s, William McPherson & Scns de-
veloped a merchant tailoring department, in which,
in 1874, George Hornung was employed, and in
which Arthur Garland became cutter, abouv a year la-
ter. This department did quite a little manufactur-
ing for the clothing store of the firm. In 1879, Mes-
srs. Garland and Hornung, then young men, formed
a partnership and bought the devartment in which
they were employed. By energy and skill, they sue-
ceeded in building up a large business with two or
three men on the road, and their’s soon became the
leading industry of the town. Ia fact, there has been
no time since they first went into business, hut that
the tailors, whom they employed, formed one of the
largest bodies of working people in Howell.

After some years, Owen W. Kellogg, who was an
experienced clothing salesman with William MecPher-
son & Sons, entered the partnership with Garland &
Hornung, the new firm being named, Kellogg, Gar-
land & Company, and a stock of ready made clothing
was put in. Mr, Garland withdrew from this firm in
1892, after which it was known as Kellogg & Hor-
nung, continuing for another year. Mr. Hornung
then engaged in merchant tailoring in his own name,
and has done a prosperous business for the past fif-
teen years. Mr. Kellogg went west.
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After withdrawing from the old firm, Mr. Garland
engaged in merchant tailoring, in which he has built
up a large trade. In addition to his store here, he
maintainsswone at Jackson and several agencies in the
west, doing all the manufacturing in Howell. He al-
so ran a macintosh factory here, for some years.

"Thirteen years ago, Mr. Garland purchased the Op-
era House, which he has since managed, He became
a partner in the Bennett Hardware Company, which
l;(.)hught out Benedict & Ratz in 1907.

Howell was visited by Catholic Priests as early as
1836 or ’37. Rev. Fr. Kelly of Northville, was yrob-
ably the flrst to hold services in Howell. The ereec-
tion ol country churches not far away, in different di-
rections probably centered their worshipers there and
made along delay before the organization in Howell. -
Along in the '70s Rev. Fr. Daugherty of Brighton,
who is remembered as an energetic worker, well liked
by everyone, started the work here and St. Joseph’s
church is the result. The original church, 40x70
feet in size, was commenced iu August, 1878, and
completed the following year. It was enlarged and
greatly improved about six years ago. With the
comodious rectory and beautiful brick church, the
society has a fine property. Under the most efficient
leadership of Rev. Fr. Thornton, its prospects for a
growing future are excellent.

Fobes Crossman came to Howell in the early ’50s
and soon after became a partner with F. J. Lee and
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Alex. McPherson in their general store. This firm
lasted but a short time, after which Mr. Crossman
prospected for business in Detroit, Chicago, St.
Louis and other places but returned to Howell in
1858 and formed a partnership with Wm. B. Jewett
in the general mercantile business. May 1, 1873,
Mr. Crossmau bought his partner’s interests and con-
tinued the business until his death Deec. 1, 1876.

In the settlement of his estate Mrs. Crossman whe
was administratrix, sold the business to Frank J.
Hickey and Charles M. Goodnow.

Frank J. Hickey was born in New Ydrk state and
came to Howell with his parents, N. J. Hickey and
wife, when a small boy. When a young man he
clerked three years for Wm. BlcPherson and after-
‘wards formed a partnership with James B. Wing in
the grocery business. After some years Mr. Wing
purchased his interests in that firm and Mr. Hickey
was out of business at the time of the death ot J. F.
Crossman heretofore noted, and the forming of his
partnership with Mr. Goodnow,

Charles A. Goodnow came to Howell in 1875.
For some time he clerked for Mr. Jewett and later
for J. F. Crossman. He was in the latter position
when Mr. Crossman died. ‘

The firm of Hickey & Goodnow, which was or-
ganized in 1877 was at once one of the leaders in the
dry gcods line and continued in that position until the
death of Mr, Hickey which occured in the great fire
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of 1892. Mrs. Hickey and tne estate held their interest
in the business until 1899 when they sold to Homer N.
Beach and the firm has since been known under the
name of Goodnow & Beach, their business holding
up and inereasing as the years go by.

When the war broke out Birt Parsons of Brighton,
wae under age. That made little difference to one
of his get there qualities and he skinped out to en-
enlist. That he found a place in the First Michigan
Cavalry a part of Custer’s brigade, indicates that he
was not very long in making up his mind to get in-
to the great contlict and that he saw something of
. the war in its awful reality. Soon after mustering
out in 1865, Mr. Parsons became a clerk for Wm.
McPherson & Sons, where he remained until 1871

This history has heretofore told the story of the
pioueer shoe shop of J. B. Skilbeck one of the first
in Howell This business develcped until in the lat-
ter ’60s it was quite a factory, located jnst west of
the McPherson stores and employing over twenty men
When Mr. Skilbeck’s son Pearley, became of age,
he entered the business with his father, the firm be-
ing known as J. B. Skilbeck & Son. About that
tim= they purchased the brick building now oecupied
by Sweet’s grocery, and moved there. In 1871 Mr,
Parsons bought an interest in this firm which was
then known as J. B. Skllbeck & Co.

About six years later Homer N. Beach united with
Mr Parsons in buying the Skilbeck interests and the



168 HISTORY OF HOWELL
firm became Parsons & Beach. A stock of groceries
had been added to the shoe line and the factory dis-
continued some time before this. "

When Mr. Parsons became vice president of the
Michigan Condensed Milk C'o. and went to New York,
nearly twenty years ago, this firm was dissolved and
Mr. Beach continued the business until about the
time of his partnership with (. A. Goodnow, uine
years ago, to form the present firm of Goodnow &
Beach.

Feb. 22, 1860, Howell experienced its second large
fire. It originated in the foundry and machine shop
of A. M. Smith & Co. which was totally de-
stroyed. Wm. R. Melvin's carriage and blacksmith
shops and the stage company’s barns, owned by E.
E, Hazzard, were also burned. The total loss was es-
timated by the Repnblican at that time, at $16,425
which was quite a sum for those days ond awakened
the people to the need of some organized method of
fighting fire. The matter soon took form for March
6, 1860, a meeting of citizens was held to consider the
matter. It was nearly ten years however before any-
thing definate wag done.

January 18, 1868 an ordinance was passed defining
a certain district down town in which nc wooden
buillings should be erected. This district has been
changed several times.

January 24, 1870. a resolution was adopted by the
Common Couneil providing for the purchase of a hand
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fire engine known as the Fire King, provided it should
prove satisfactory, but it 4id not  Four years later,
on January 3, 1874 the Champion Fire Extinguisher,
the old chemical engine, was purchased for $2,000, of
which half was was paid that year and the other half
the year follewing,

Having an engine it became necessary to organize
a fire company. It was at first composed of the fol-
lowing members: John Neary, John McCloud, William
P, Griffith, Patrick Hammill, Thomas Clark, Leonard
Fishbeck, George Harrington. Perley Skilbeck, Frank
Ackerman, Frank Archer, Charles G. Jewett, Mark
Rubert, Hemer N. Beach, Theodore Huntley, E. A.
Young, Thomas McEwen, Henry Wilbur, Peter Clark,
Birt F. Parsons, Edward Waldron, H. T. Browning,
Edward Greenaway, F. (. Hickey, H. ({. Sellman,
William Beattie, George L. Clark, G. S. Burgess, R,
H. Brown, Cassius Austin and Thoms G. Switzer.

The first fire company was organized by electing
the following officers:

Foreman, John Neary; First Assistant Foreman,
Thomas Clark; Second Assistant Foreman, Edward
Waldron; Pipeman, R. H. Brown; Second Pipeman,
John McCloud; Superintendent of Chemicals, E. A.
Young; Assistant Superintendent of Chemicals, Henry
Wilber; Seeretary, Willlam F. Griffith; Treasurer,
Patrick Hammill.

Over a year later, May 24, 1875. the Council took
action for a suitable house for the fire engine and
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company. The lot was purchased for $875, of Wm.
McPherson & Sens, and the building was erected by
Frank Kelly for $2,917.52.

It is worthy of note that this building was only
what was considered necessary for use of the fire
department at that time, with the addition of a Coun-
cil Room. Since then the department’s facilities
have doubled and more; the street commissioner’s
tools and supplies are stored in the building; the
electrical shop has driven the fire department out of
its hall for meeting purposes; “and several other
tings have found a headquarters there. The result
of this crowding has developed a feeling on the part
of the department that it is not properly appreciated
and its condition is one dangerously near disorgani-
zation. As no ground can be purchased for an addi-
tion to the present building, there is a growing senti-
ment for the sale of the present building and the
erection of a new one adequate for present needs.

The erection of the water works system in 1894
made a complete revolution in the department’s equip-
ment. It still keeps the chemical engine however,
for use in two or three districts which are not yet
reached by the water mains,

Charles G. Jewett is a Howell produection, Un-
til about four years ago he slept in the room where
Le was bprn. Descendant of a pioneer
family he "~ has seen Howell’s developement
and has always been a leader along the line of
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its improvement. Nov. 1, 1870, Mr. Jewett became

a Howell businessman by the purchase of the old
Andrews & Winans hardware. Two years later he
built the block whieh long bore his name but is now
known by the name of Goodnow.

About twelve years ago he moved his bhusiness to
the Crossman building which he occupied for about
eight yeé,rs. Four years ago he left the general hard-
ware trade to engage in plumbing and steam fitting
in which he is a heavy contractor and a leading mem-
ber of the state association He has done the work
in his lice at the State Sanitorium. A year ago he
added electrical supplies to that line and is now en-
joying a large business with a number of regular
employees.

As heretofor noted the Howell post office was
established Jan. 15, 1836, Flavius J. B. Crane was
the first postmaster and the post office was in the
Eagle Hotel.

Ely Barnard was appeinted to the office June 13,
1839, He first located the office in the building near
where Schroeder’s hardware now stands, but later
moved to E. F. Gay’s store. John Curtis was his
deputy and conducted the office,

Almon Whipple was appointed Feb. 9, 1841. He
held the office four months and continned it in the
Gay store.

Wellington A Glover was appointed May 31, 1841,
and continued the office in the Gay store. S. F.
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Hubbell then a law student, acted as his deputy.

Almon Whippie was re-appointed Sept. 1, 1843,
and moved the office to his store on the site now
occupied by the Detroit Mercantile Co,

George W. Lee became pcstmaster April 14, 1849,
and located the office in Lee Bros. store, on the site
now occupied by Mouroe Bros.

Derastus Hinman was appointed June 7, 1853, and
moved the office to his store on the south side of
Grand River street.

Frack Wells was appointed postmaster Feb, 25,
1855. His office was in a drug store a few deors
east of where Tidings now is.

Leander C. Smith was appointed March 16, 1861.
For four years he maintained the post office in the
Lee store where Monroe Brothers now are. He then
moved the office to the site now occupied by the Por
ter Clothing Co. ’

Henry T. Clark was appointed March 8, 1866, and
reappointed June 1, 1868. He continued the office
where Mr. Smith had kept it until the building was
hurved, and then moved to a building where Hotel
Livingston now stands.

William W. Kenyon became postmaster August 20,
1863, and was re-appointed December 10,1873. Under
his management the office was elevated to the presi-
dential class. Mr. Kenyon at first maintained the
office one door west of the McPherson store. He
moved from there to the site now occupied by Mar-
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vin’s jewelry store, later to the Cardell block, and
still later to the store now oceupied hy Schnacken |
berg Brothers.

Julins D. Smith became postmaster Dee, 14, 1577.
He moved the office to the site now occupied by Mrx,
Williams’ millivery store.

When Charies E. Beurmann became postmaster
December 15, 1831, quite a struggle was on as to
whether ‘“‘Peanut Row” as the buildings facing State
Street were called, should keep the office. Mr. Beur-
mann had leased the Greenaway building and paid
$25 of rent, on condition that he received the ap-
pointment. When this became known the ‘‘Peanut
Row’’ forces worked hard against his appointment.
So confident were they that Mr. Beurmann would not
receive the appointment that Mr, Greensway leased
his store toe Henry P. Spencer’s drug store and
Charles H. Brown’s jewelry store. They were hardly
settled however before the appointment came and
they had to move out.

Isaac W. Bush was appointed postmaster January
20, 1886, and moved the office back to ‘‘Peanut Row.”’
The g fire spoiled that place and hethen moved tothe
room now eccupied by the bar room of Hotel Livings-
ton. The old fight for ‘‘Peanut Row’’ was com-
promised by Dr. W. J. Mills building a new building
especially for the post office, where the Livingston
Democrat has been since its present management tovox
charge. Mr. Bush moved the office there
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January 16, 1890, Thomas G. Switzer suecceeded
Mr, Bush and soon after moved the office to the room
now occupied by Goodnow & Beech. After the
second big fire, Mr. Y4oodnow desired to occupy his
old quarters and the post office was moved to the
Opera House block. ’

Henry D. Wilber became postmaster March 9, 1894,
and moved to the store now occupied by the Whipple
saloon. Durirg the letter part of his administra-
tion George Barnes secured a contract with the gov-
ernment for a lease in the present quarters, and
erected his building with the post office idea for its
ground floor veccupant. Mr. Wilbur moved the office
there just before he retired from the position and
there it has since remained.

Timothy Swmith became postmaster May 5, 1898,
During his administration the rural delivery has been
worked up to nine rontes and a complete new outfit,
up-to-the-minute in design, has beeu put in. The
office has been runuing just too low but very near
to the line for second class for some time past, and is
booked for that change July 1st.

June 28, 1876, a meeting was held at the Coun-
cil rooms and a county medical society was organized
Howell names on the roll were Z. Hawley Marsh,
Wm. L. Wells, Ropert C. Hutton, Cyrus Mather,
Charles 4. Cruickshank, Casper V. Beebe, Henry
N. Spencer, Andrew Biank and Horace R. Hitch-
cock. Other physicians of town, who were obliged
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to be absent from that meeting, afterwards gave their
names to the secretary, but this was nearly all there
was to the life of this organization.

Medical societies of the country were counsiderably
mixed up ror several years but straightened out in
1902. The present plan calls tor county medical
societies affilliated with each other, forming district,
state =nd finally the American Medical Society. A
meeting was held in Howell, in 1903 and the Livings-
ton County Medical Society was organized. It now
includes all physicians of the county. Dr. Irwin of
Oak Grove, is now its president, and Dr. R. H.
Baird of Howell, its secretary-treasurer, The execu-
tive committee is Drs, Brown and Brigham of Howell.
Dy. Claud Irwin of Hartland, Dr. Claud Sigler of
Pinckney and Dr. Cohen of Brighton. Howell mem-
bers are Dr. Wm. C. Huntington, Dr. R H. Baird,
Dr. E. H. Bailey, Dr. Janette Brigham, Dr. J. R
Browne and Dr. C. E. Skinner.

Howell had a Good Templars lodge along in the
'60s, which did excellent work. Its records are lost
however and little tangible can be learned. Another
lodge was organized at the close of a meeting in the
Presbyterian church, Oct. 8, 1874, by Charles P.
Russell, then Past Grand Worthy Chief Templar of
that order in Michigan. Julins D. Smith was its
first Worthy Chief Templar and Mrs, H. G. W. Fry
its first Worthy Viee Templar. This lodge was for
many years ene nf the strongest social organizations
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in the town and did a good work for the cause. Quite
s number of those who had felt the ecurse of liguor
were induced to take it= obligations and became use-
ful citizens through its influenees. Several of the
most active of Howell’s temperance workers at the
present day received their early inspiration for the
cause in the teachings of this order.

Among its active workers was Mrs. T. B. Knapp,
whom the author of this history had the privilege of
nominating successively, as District Secretary, Grand
Vice Templar, and Grand Superintendent of Juvenile
Temples, to each of which positions she was elected.
She was elected one of the delegates from the Grand
Lodge of Michigan to the Right Worthy Grana Lodge
which met in Edinborough, Scotland, in 1891, and to
the sessions at Des Moines Iowa, Chicago. Ill., Sara-
toga. N. Y., Washington, D C., Toronto, Ont.,
and RRichmond, Va.

Nov. 19, 1886 the Livingston Herald was established
by the author of this history who was then a student
in the law office of Hou. Rollin H. Person then
practicing law in Howell. As is the custom with
voung lawyers, we were then dabbling as a 1eal estate
agent and wanted an advertising medium. Unele
Sam was pot as particnlar in entering second class
publications in those days, and the little Herald,
composed of four pages of two columns each, and
forming a sheet 8x10 inches in size when opened, was
easily admitted to the mails even if its thivd page was
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filled with advertising for its publisher. By the
fourth issue Andrew Whitaker then a Howell grocer,
wanted advertising space. Stephen Pratt, then a
Howell druggist, soon followed. By the seventh week
it became necessary to enlarge to a three-column size.

After the big fire in March 1887, the Herald
business had grown so that it became necessary to
abandon either that or the legal profrssion and the
Herald was chosen. At the end of four years its
first publisher sold the paper, a successful 6-column
folio, to accept a position on the Toledo Evening
News where he remained for ten vears.

Messrs. J. L. Pettibone & Son who purchased the
paper, published it but a few months and then gzold
to Thomas W. Brewer who has maintained it as a
6-column quorto, since that time.

The old court house was for many years an houor
to the County. Then its surroundings outgrew the
building and it became an eyesore to everyome. It
was several times a subject for discussion however,
before aetion looking toward improvement could he
secured from the board of supervisors. They finally
submitted a proposition to build a new sheriff’s
residence and jail at an expense of $8,000, whieh was
voted upon in the spring of 1887. The townships
of Brighton, Deerfield, Green Oak, Hartland, Handy,
Tosco, Putman and Tyrone gave decided majorities
againist the project a tetal of 961- but the rest of the
ecounty gave a majority of 1,305 majority in its favor,
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thus leaving a net majority of 344 in the county,
for the project, The Superviscrs took the neces-
sary acticn at their nexl meeting, and the present

sheriff’s residence and jail was built the follow-
ing year.

With the jail out of the old court house, sentiment
for the new oue was more rapid in forming. The
supervisors submitted the question to voters, at their
January session in 1889, . The townships of Handy,
Putnam, Hartland, Deerfield, Brighton, Green Oak,
Tyrone and Unadilla rolled up a majority of 1059
against the project, but the other towns gave a major-
ity of 1470 for the building, thus giving 411 majority
in the county, and the new building was authorized.

The Board of Supervisors met April 21 of that
year, and elected a building commitéee consisting of
* L. J. Wright of Howell, George W. Barnes of Ty-
rone, Vincent Parshall of Oceola, Thomas Howlett of
Unadiila, and Daniel Sabin of Conway.

The corner stone was laid Aungust 10, 1889, by
Judge Turner. General R. A. Alger of Detroit,
made the leading address, which was followed by a
five-minntes address from a representative selected
from each township.

W. P. VanWinkle was president of the day. Cal-
vin Wilcox was marshall of the parade which pre-
ceeded the exercises. There were vice presidents
from each township.

The building was not completed until the follewing
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year. The Opera House was rented for Cireuit Court
until the new building was ready.

In the fall of 1886 two young ladies came to Howell
under orders of the American Salvation Army to es-
tablish a corps here. They were Capt. Carlson and
Lieut. Brownell. The old Masonic hall in the
Weimeister block had been leased before they came,
and benches had been fltted up for the prospective
audiences. From the start church people of Howell
rallied to assist the army, and the meetings took on a
strong Swing trom the very first. By the third night
the two officers had one recruit to go with them on
the march and others rapidly followed. In time as
the corps became mers prosperous, the skating rink
was leased and its meetings there, from night to
night, were probably the most largely atteuded re-
ligeous meetings which have ever been held in Howell.
The audience was often counted as if left the build-
ing and its average number was about 685. During
the summer of 1887, Gan. Moore who was the head
of the organization, visited Howell. The occasion
was one of general recognition and brought several
thousand people from this and neighboring counties.

A concerted movement was made by the army, the
¢ity churches and businessmen, to so favorably im-
press Gen. Moeore that he would establish their - state
headquarters here, which was done. Two or three
Howell people became officers and went out in the
work, from here. In time however, new officers
were appointed ‘here, and the work lagged. Capt.
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Carlson became Mrs. Nelson Yeland and Lieut.
Brownell became Mrs. Will Fish. Both have always
been respected ladies by all who haye known them
here. .
+ Some time after the American Army ceased to ex-
ist in Howell, the oreanization headed by Gen, Booth
secured a foothonld here and continued with varying
success fer some years. ‘Among its officers was Mrs.
Ben Porter who for several years past has done ex-
eellent work with her husband who has been a
Methodist pastor and sueccessful evangelist.

On Saturday evening, March 12, 1887, as Andrew
Whitaker and Burr Montague were going home after
business places were shut up, they discovered the
Monroe block at the corner of Grand River and State
streets to be on fire. Mr. Montague ran to the side
window which he had just reached when an explosion
took place which threw him back across the sidewalk
and over the hitching post, but not seriously injuring
him. 'The inside of the building was toin from the
basement to the roof and fire was thrown three stories,
and onto adjoining roofs. In an instant the eutire
Moncoe block was in flames and the fire spread very
rapidly to adjoining buildings. E.P. Gregory who was
then village president, telephoned to Ann Arbor and
Lansing for help, and both of those cities responded
promptly with steamwsrs. Before they arrived how-
ever, the Greenaway block which stood at the west
end of the square where the fire started, fell inward
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with a erash, thus making it pessible to confine the
fire to one square which could not have been done
if it had fallen outward. The burned district covered
the entire square of business blocks, except four small
two-story buildings in the north-east corner. The
loss was a verv large one and divided among over
thirty people and firms.

Just as the fire engine was pulled to the scene some-
one in the Court yard called ‘“Tom Clark’’ and added
some epithet, and fired, The shot just grazed
Mr. Clark’s clothing, glanced from the engine and
hit Al. Fishbeck but its force was too much spent to
do much damage. The crowd rushed across the street
but failed to find the shooter in the darkness. The
shot, with the fact that Mr. Monroe who was an ac-
tive temperance worker, had received a letter threaten-
mg to burn him out if he didn’t stop bhis prohibition
work, caused considerable excitement at the time,
but no one was ever brought to justice.

Tuesday, May 24, 1887, occurred the death of Jay
Corson. Mr. Corson was bora in Green Oak, and
was always known to Howell people. After gradua-
ting from the law department of the University of
Michigzan in 1880. he was given such a welcome to
Howell us few young wen receive. After a few
mounzhs he fiied life in Alpena and Detroit, and re-
turned to Howell in 1883, He was elected Circuit
Court eommissioner in the following campaign, and
was village presideut in 1885, declining the honor of
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a second nomination. In 1886 he was nominated for
prosecuting attorney in the Republican c¢ounty con-
vention, by acclamation. His health failed so that .
he was not able to make a vigorous campaign. but he
received more votes than any other candidate upon
his ticket, and all but five votes in his native town of
GGreen Oak. At the age of twenty-nine years, just as
great prospects seemed to open before him, Jay Cor-
son’s life story closed here, to open in the hereafter.

Twou or three efforts were made at various times
to organize a Livingston County Sunday school
association. A meeting was held in the Presbyterian
church in 1888, and an organization was perrected.
Frank Holden of Green Oak, was elected president
and R. C. Reed then of Oceola, was secretary. The
first county convention was also held in the Presby-
terian church, on April 16 and 17 of that year, and
was very successiul. County Sunday school con-
ventious were held regularly from that time forward,
for a good many years and much good was ac-
complished, It was finally allowed to lapse however.
A convention was held at the M. E. church last year
and the organization was revived.

When the first organization was perfected each
township in the county was vreorganized by electing
a president and secretary. A. Riley COrittenden was
rresident of the Howell association and Mrs. Sarah
T. Lyon secretary. The Howell association was
active in the work during their term eof office. The
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officers which followed them allowed it to lapse.

In the early ’80s, Profs. George Barnes and Thomas
Gordon Jr. econducted a normal training school for
teachers, in Howell, during the summer vacation.
About fifty youne people of the county availed them-
selves of the opportunity for review and preparation
for the fall teachers’ examination. The s2hool proved
such a complete success that a similar school was
held by these gentlemeun or other loeal educators for
some years. The central school building was leased
for the purpose and the Howell sammer schools at-
tracted considerable attention, drawing students from
quite a territory beyond the county lines. They
proved to be quite an enterprise too for the town, as
the young people had to be maintained here, and
quite a trade in all lines resulted.

Thompson’s take has always contamned a number
of springs from which flow very cold water. These
form currents which olten catch swimmers who at-
tempt long distance swimming and dangerous cramps
result. This hasled to a number of drownings.
Another cause of these catastrophies is the closeness
to town and its temptation when the ice is 1ot yet
strong enough in the fall. One of the saddest of
this latter was the drowning of Clifford Culver a
bright, promising boy of twelve years, on Thursday,
Nov. 22, 1888. For over half an hour the heroic
boy bhung to the ice and waited for the help which
wag vainly trving to reach him. At last benumbed
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by the cold water called nut his good byes and let go
to sink out of sight, uutil the ice was broken to the
spot and the body was rccovered, about thee hours
later.

The last drowning in Thompson’s lake, Thursday -
June 28, 1906. was also a peculiarly sad one. The
victim was Kern Beurmann, a popular and promising
yvoung man who graduated from the Howell High
School three years befoie, and had just completed his
law course at the University of Michigan. He went
to the lake for a swiu. Tbhe day was very warm and
he was without doubt attached with cramps which
took him down. His body was not in the water a
great while but it was impossible to resuscitate him.

In December, 1888, thiree or four cases of small
pox devolped in Howell and one in the country neg,
town, Georgia Fishbeck who bearded with his uncle
Murry Fishbeck, died of the dread disease. When the
first cases developed every precaution was taken to
head off a further spread of the disease and it was
confidently expected that this had been accomplished,
All three papers then published in Howell had items
to the effect that there was no further danger. The
day after they were issuec C. J. Cook who was eclerk-
ing in one of the stores came down with varioloid.
Rumor confounded him witn C. L. Cook the well-
known grocer. The Pinckney Dispatch sounded a
warning to keep away from Howel¥, and alleged that
the papers and people here were misrebresenting the
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situation. The seare worked and it was spring before
it was over and busiress resnmed its normal condi-
tion. There have been two or three similar scares at
various times, but this one was probably the most se-
vere the town has ever seen. During two or three
weeks, at the height of the scare, only four teams
went down Grand River street.,

Late township offi cers are as follows:

1880—Supervisor, George W. Fiteh; clerk, Wil-
liam F. Griffith; tieasurer, Thomas G. Switzer;
school inspeetor, Charles A, Phillips; superintendent
of schools, Hugh Conklin. He resigned Decenaber 7,
and Thomas Gordon Jr. was appointed; highway
commissioner, William J. Walbran; drain commis-
sioner, Harvey R. Durfee; Constables, Nelson A.
Eckler, George B. Raymour, Charles E. Beurmann
Jr., C. Franklin Dorrance,

1881—Superyisor, Timothy Smith; clerk, Henry
D. Wilber; treasurer, William R. Miller; superin-
tendent of schools, Thomas Gordon Jr. He resigned
and Frank O. Burt was appointed; school inspector
Horace P. Bump; highway commissioner, Eugene E.
Jatson; constables, Andrew J. Rounds, R. H. Rum-
sey, Edgar Noble, W. H. White.

1882—Supervisor, Albert Riddle; clerk, Seth B.
Rubert; treasurer, William R Miller; school inspee-
tor, two years, Harry J. Havens, one year, Sidoey H.
Burt: highwav commissioner, David P. Lake; con-
stable, Wllliam Brower, appointed by town board.
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1888—Supervisor, Homer N. Beach; clerk, Seth B.
Rubert; treasurer, Leslie E. Woodruff; highwav
commisgioner, David P. Lake; constables, Amos
Winegar, P. McManus.

1884—Supervisor, Homer N. Beach; clerk, Wil-
liam C. Spencer; treasurer, Leslie E. Woodruff;
school inspector, David D. Harger; highway commis-
sioner, Wesley W. Crittenden; drain commissioner,
Isaac W. Stowe; gonstablns, H. H. Clark, Benjamin
H. Perkins.

1885—Supervisor, George W. Axtell; clerk, Seth
B. Rubert; treasurer,‘ Frank P. Axcher; school in-
spector, Lewis C. Miller; highway commissioner,
Thomas Hale; constables, H. H. Clark, S. D. Ander-
son, Jerome Wilber, Edwin Smith.

1886—Supervisor, Albert Riddle; clerk, Amos
Winegar; treasurer, Louis J. Wright; school ingpec-
tor, Frank D. Filkins; highway commissioner,
Thomas Hale; drain commissioner, David P. Lake;
constables, John Roustin, Ropert A. Chambers, Al-
fred Copeland.

1887—Supervisor, Newton T. Kirk; clerk, William
M, Force; treasurer, Timothy Smith; school inspec-
tor David b Harger, vacancy, Jay Corson; highway
commissioner, George Howard Jr.; constables, Wal- -
ter S, Papworth, Charles H. White.

1888—Supervisor, Lewis J. Wright; clerk, Judd
Yelland; treasurer, Timothy Smith; school imspector,
Perry G. Burdick; highway commissioner, David P.
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Lake; drain ecommissioner, James Canfield; consta-
bles, George Lown, Will Peavy.

1889—Supervisor, Lewis J. Wright; clerk, Judd
Yelland: treasurer, Frank Crandall; school inspector
Andrgw B. Fishbeck; highway commissioner, Edwin
W. Smith; drain commissioner, George Lown,

1890—Supervisor, Lewis . Wright; clerk, B. L.
Walker; treasurer, Frank Z. Hubbell; school inspee-
tor, Edward J. Drewery; justice of the peace, George
B. Raymour, vacancy, David Robison; highway com-
missioner, Richard Hale; drain commissioner, Wil-
liam Line; constables, George Lown, E. D. McKinley
John F. Marr; board, of review, Frank O. Burt,
Gilbert L. Wolcott.

1891—RSupervisor, Lewis J. Wright; clerk, George
C. Allen; treasurer, Frank %. Hubbell; school in-
spector, Charles Gilks; justice of the peace, E. P.
Gregory; highway commissioner, Richard Hale; con-
stables, Vernon C, Smith, George Lown. Julius B.
Whitaker; member hoard of review, Gilbert L. Wol-
cott.

1892—Supervisor, Homer N. Beach; clerk, An’
drew B. Fisnbeck; treasurer, James Ryan; school in-
speetor, Vernon C. Sunith, vacancy, Henry H. Wines;
highwav commissioner, Eurias Marr; drain commis-
sioner, William Line; ecunstables, L. J. Wright,
George J., Lown; board of review, Gilhert L. Wol-
cott, David P. Lake.

1893—Supervisor, Homer N. Beach; eclerk, An-
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drew B. Fishbeck; treasurer, James Ryan; sclool in-
spector Joseph S, Brown; justice of the peace, Ver-
nou . Smith; highway cowmissioner, Burias Marv;
meniber board of review, David P. Lake.

1894—Supervisor, Homer N. Beach; clerk, Frank
J. Holt; treasurer. Amos Winegar; school inspector,
M. L. Carpenter; justice of the peace, Eugene A.
Stowe ; highway cowmissioner, Richard Hale; drain
commissioner, William Line; board of review, David
P. Lake, Solomon Hildebrant.

1895—Supervisor, Homer N. Beach; clerk, Frank
J. Holt; treasurer, Amos 'Ninegar; school inspector,
Roy Fiteh; justice of tne peace, Dwight H. Fitch;
highway commissioner, Richard Hale; member board
of review, Daniel Bergin.

1896—Supervisor, Amos Winegar; clerk, Frank J,
Hclt; treasurer WalteriW. Knapp; school insgpector
G. Clyde Brown; justice,of! the peace. Robert R.
Wakefield; highway commissioner, Eurias Marr;
constables, Lemuel A. Wight, Frank Durfee, Pat-
rick Devlin, Stephen G. Fishbeek; member board of
review, David P. Lake.

18)7—Supervisor, Amos Winegar; clerk, Frank J.
Holt; treasurer, Walter W. Knapp; highway com-
missioner, Eurias Marr.

1898—Supervisor, Walter W. Knapp; clerk, Frank
J. Holt; treasurer, Richard K. Barron; highway
commissioner, James E. Filkins.

1899—=Supervisor, Walter W. Knapp;. clerk, Frank
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J. Holt; treasurer, Richard H. Barron; school in-
spector, Benjamin J. Wessinger; higchway commis-
sicner, James B. Filkins; constables, David P. Lake,
Stephen G. Fishbeck; member board of review,
Thomas Lamoreaux.

1900—Supervisor, Walter W. Knapp; clerk, Frank
J. Holt; treasurer, Jonn B. Barron; school inspector
C. B. White; justice of the peace, Dayid D. Harger;
highway commissioner, William H. Peavy; consta-
ble, Stephen G. Fighbeck; member board of review,
Eurias Marr.

1901—supervisor, W. H. S. Wood; clerk, Frank
J. Holt; treasurer, John B. Barron; schocl inspector
Samuel M. Yerkes; justice of the'peaee, Richard D.
Roche; high-vay commissioner, William H. Peavy;
constables, Freeman Rorabacher, S. David Anderson;
member board of review, Laverne D Brockway.

1902—Supervisor, W. H. S. Wood; clerk, Frank
J. Holt; treasurer, Plin . Henryv; school inspector,
R. Bruce Satterla; justice of the peace, Glenn .
Mack; highway commissioner, William H. Peavy;
constables, Samuel D. Anderson, Freeman Rorabach-
er, Henry H Collins,.

1903—Supervisor, John Kirk; eclerk, Frank J.
Holt; treasurer, P. J. Henry.

1904—Supervisor. Tim P. Stowe; clerk, Frank J,
Holt; treasurer, Wilbur B. Johnson; school inspec-

tor, R. B. Satterla; justice of the peace, David D.
Harger; to fill vacancy, Andrew J. Brown; highway
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commissioner, Richard Hale; constables, Henry H.
Collins, Stephen G. Fishbeck; member board of re-
view, KEurias Marr,

1905—Supervisor, Tim P. Stowe; clerk, Frank J.
Holi; treasurer, Wilbur Johnson; school inspector,
Howard Warner; justice of the peace. Richard
Roche; highwav commissioner, Richard Hale; con
stables, Stephen Fishbeck, F. Rorabacher, Roy Jubb,
William H. Peavy; member board of review, Gilbert
Sargent.

1906—Supervisor, E. Miller Beurmann; eclerk,
Frank J. Holt; treasurer, James H. Miner; school
inspector, K. Bruce Satterla; jostice of the peace,
Alfred K. Papworth; highwav commissiover, Frank
M. Miner; constables, H, H. Collins, Freeman Rora-
bacher, William J. Culver, Harry L. Williamns, mem-
ber board of review, Frank R. Crandall; library di-
reetors, Thomas Gordon Jr., M. J. McPherson, W
H. 8. Wood.

1907—Supervisor, & Miller Beurmann; clerk,
Frank J. Holt; treasurer, Jamés H. Miner; scheol
pinsestor, Howard C. Warner; vacancy, John Narl;
justiee of the peace, Herbert Satterle; highway com-
missioner, Bugepe E. Howe; constables, ¥red
Sttreker, William J. Culver, Henry H. Collins, Fred-
Satterla; member board of review, Adelbert F. Peavy;
lidrary  directors, George Barmes, Albert D.
Thompson.

1908— Supervisor, B Miller Bcurmaun; clerk,
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Frank J. Holt; tieasurer, Andrew J. Brown; school
inspector, Wm. R. Whitaker; justice of the peace
David D, Harger; library directors, R. Bruce Me-
Pherson, Geo. H. Chapel; Highway commissioner,
Eugene E. Howe; constables, Wm. J. Culver, Al-
bert Satterla, Henry H. Collins, Freeman Rorabacher;
member board of review, Fralk R. Crandall.

1909—Supervisor, E. Miller Beurmann; clerk,
Frank J. Holt; treasurer, Andrew J. Brown; jus-
trce of the peace, Richard D. Roche; highway com-
missioner, Jobr. B. Lockwood; highway overseer,
Charles Melentine; constinles Wm. F. Culver. Ray
E. Latson, Henry H. Collins, Freeman Rorabacher;
library directors, Louis S. Brooke, Martin J. Me-
Pherson; member of review, Adelbert F. Peavy.



CHAPTER XI
Up to Now

In 1880 Hunter & Holmes then building contrae
tors hers, commenced the ergctivm of an opera
house. The building was opened in 1881, with
Joseph Jefferson. It was at onee a convenienecs for
the town which was fully appreciated and has alwavs
enjoyed a loyal patrovage from Howell people for
public meetings.

As aplay house the patronage has been of the
streaked order, sometimes strong and then not so
‘good, but usnally pretty fair for a town the size of
Howell.

The building enterprise proved to heavy for the
builders and the hwilding went on the mortgage. It
was owned for awhile by Detroit parties and was
then purchased by Arthur Garland who has sinece
maraged it and conduacted his business there,

October 2, 1892, fire broke ont in the basement of
Isaac Bush’s grocery on Grand River street, between
Division and State streets, The flue stop had fallen
ont of the chimney in the basement. People in the
store adjoining, burned out some papers and ftruck,
in their stove, The fire was drawn down througb the

chimney, with the result already given. It had a
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good headway before discovered. and was soon be-
yond coatrol. All the buildings in that block,
fronting on Grand River street, except the east store,
were burnsd. The loss was estimated at $75,000,

Among the heavy loosers were Hickey & (Hoodnow
who occupied a double store. The building collapsed
before anyone expected and several people had very
narrow escapes. Oliver Cook had te be pulled out.
Mys, F. G. Hickey was caught by one foot, and
called loudly for those near to gev an axe and cut off
her foot. Crowbars were secured and she was finally
pried loose, -vith great effort.

rank G. Hickey and Darwin Wines were very
soon missed. Their remains were found in the ruins
as soon as the fire was sufficiently under control so
that the anxious ones could search for them. Mr.
Hickey was senior member of the firm.. Mr. Wines
was a contractor and builder.

In the fall of 1890 Houn. Charles Fishbeck who was
soon to retire from office of Judge of Probate, took
steps to organize a second bank for Howell, J. A.
May who had had some expericnce i the business
was seeured to ieai ir the enterprise and several good
men were soon inlerestea. Preliminary meetings
were held iu Fishbeck’s office. The application for a
charter was filed Nov. 28 of thalt year. The charter
was granted Jan. 12, 1891,

Miller Bros. who had for years run a saloon and
cigar factory, abeut that time bought the block where
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they have since been. The room they vacated was
fitted up for the bank which took the name of First
State and Savings Bavk of Howell, Michigan. The
first officers were Charles Fisbbeck, president. Frank
G. Hickey, vice president; J. A, May, cashier; di-
rectors, Charles Curtis, Frank G. Hickey, Charles
Fishbeck, Asa VanKleek, J. A. May, John Ryan,
S. B. Rubert. _

The bank opened for business Jan. 13, 1891,

The present board of directors are Charles A,
Goodnow, Arthur Garland, Asa VanKleek, George
Barnes, John Ryaun, ¥. O. Burt, W. P, VapWinkle,
The officers are, presidant, W. P. VanWinkle; vice
president, Asa VauKleek; cashier, A. I.. Smith;
assistant cashier, .. R, Manning.

George H. Hazelwood who was the first agent
here for the Ann Arbor B R interesied himself in a
factory project and raised the necessary money to se-
care A. A. and Fred Piatt and Edward Porter who
moved here from Hudson with their bending works.

The company took the pames of The Howell

Manufacturer Co., and manufactured quite an ex-
tensive line of bent woodwork. In 1891 their works

which stood near the present milk factory site, were
burned, They were rebuil nion a much smaller
scale but were burned again in 1893, By this time
they had worked up about all the available tim!er in
this sectiop and the works were never rebuilt here,
The Piatts movedte Lauvsing.
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Along in the ’80s James M. Turner of Lansing,
organized a milk fuctory there, taking the name of
Michigan Coudensed Milk Co. In time ho casunally
asked Wm. McPherson or.eday, if heknew wherea man
could be secured to take hold of their businessin New
York, to look after sales. This talk led to the em-
ptoyment of Birt F. Parsons who closed out his bu-
siness here and moved to New York, for that pur-
pose. Shortly after this James F. Joy and C, H.
Buhl of Detroit, acquited the business from Mr.
Turner,

Largely throungh Mr. Parsons’ personal efforts the
bhusiness grew until the company required more milk
than one factory’s capacity. Mr. Parsons remem-
bhered his old home town and took the matter up
here. - A meefing was held in the Opera House in
1891 and the required bonus of $5,000 was raised to
secure the factory,

For some time milk was shipped .to Lansing. By
the time the factory was ready there was milk en-
ough coming in to start work here. It was opened
in 1893, with E. P. Gregory as superintendent. He
resigned in 1901 and Wm. S, Sanderlands succeded
him to that position, May 8 of that vear.

The factory has for years received an average of
90,000 pounds of milk per day. It has averaged
paying the farmers $360,000 per year for mllk, and
over $40,000 per year to help. Other factories have
paid in checks at panicy times but the Howell factory
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has aiways provided the cash without a single failure,
The value to the whole community, by having this
stream of money flowing iz 1egularly. winter a nd
summer, is beyond competion

In 1881, W, K. Sexton who then lived ou his farm
in Marion, bought seme Holstein cattle at St. Clair-
ville, N. Y. He was so weil pleased with them that
when the man from whom he purchased imported
from Holland in 1882, Mr. Sexton secured some to
come with bis. At that time this sectiom
was considerably noted for Durliam cattle and Mr.
Sexton’s black and white stock created all «inds of
comment when he showed thein at the eouuty fair
that fall. He had carcfully studdied his hreed how-
ever and given them a severe test, and pinued his
faith to the Holsteins. For his carefnl work in
those davs the industry here has much to be thank-
ful. In that first impurtation wasa unoble cow
—ith the characteristic Holland name of Houwtje.
Recognizing her valne Mr, S»xtorr movel his opera-
tions largely toward her family. He has lived to see
them among the countrv’s leaders.

Frank Metz who worked for Mr. Sexton, caueht
his arvor and enthusiasm, and was the seecond Hol-
stein man here. Horace Norton soon followed. All
of these were in Marion but they laid the founda-
tion for‘ what has become, beyond any queslion,
Howell’s greatest and most paving erterprise,

The adveut of the milk factory bad much to de
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with the developement of the Holstein industry. R.
C. Reed, now of the firm of Reed & Know'es; Fraunk
Crandall, The McPuerson Farms Co., Dr. W. C.
Huntlngton, F. W. Munson, W. W. Crittenden,
J. W. Worhington, E. P, Gregory and other Howell
farmers are extensively engaged in Holstein breed
ing. The A, &. O. movement which requires record
of production before registry, has found hearty sup-
port here, and the fame of Howell cattle, including
several farmers in other towns, is as wide as this
country. Messrs. Reed and Crandall have been
officers of the state and national Holstein breeders
associations. Car load lots of thoroughbreds are
regularly shipped from this market to breeders every
where, Howell being the only place where choice
specimens of this breed ean regularly be purchased
in such quantities. The trade in Holstein grades too
is very large. S0 many buyers come from all parts
of the country that D. M. Beckwith has made it his
regular business for some time past tu act as a sort
of broker to bring these buyers in contact with the
cattle available for sale on farms in this county.

In the matter of records, Howell cattle are right
at the front. Houwtje K. Pietertje DeKol. No.
61,543, leads with a record of 99.6 pounds of milk in
one day and 675 pounds in seven days. Her but-
ter record in seven days was 18.98 pounds. She is
owned by McPherson Farms Co. The 90 pound
class has a large number .of cows hereabouts.
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Going piices paid to farmers for thoronghbred
Holsteins run around $250, with choice animals
more than doubling those figures. For grades the
farmers are receiving $60 to $80.

Year after year, in the state medical society, the
question of establishing a state sanitorium for the
treatmeunt of tuberculosis, was discussed. Committees
were often appointed, only to be turned down by the
Legislature. In 1905 the matter was brought on
again by a paper in the state medicdl society, by
Dr, Hartz of Detroit It was decided to make an-
other trial and Dr. Hartz became chairman of the
committee {0 take the matter up at Lansing. Some
local physicians became interested and brought the
matter to the attention of Senator Rumer and Rep-
resentative VanKeuren of this district, and posted
them as to the need and value of such an institution,
When the hill reached the Legislature, they were
both  among its stroneest supporters  When it
passed with an appropriation of $30,000 to establish
the institution and maintain it for 1he coming two
years, Dr. W. C, Huntington, to use a modern ex-
pression, got busy.

Dr. Huntiugton’s son Harrv had recently returned
from treatment in a similar institution in the east.
He and his father, at once beoan a search of property
in this vicinity for the most available site. Thev
picked the grounds weich were afterwards decided
upon.
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Dr. Huntington then called a meeting at the ‘‘eu-
gine house”, and the matter was taken up, It was
decided to go after the institution and committees
were appointed accordingiv. E. P. Gregory who was
chairman of the meeting, became chairman of the
general committee. Everyone pulled together and
the institution was secured. The first board, was
Dr. Hartz of Detroit; Hon. Geo. W, Teeple of
Pinckney; Frank B. Leeland of Detroit; Dr. Lohn-
son of Grand Rapids; Dr. Gray of Clare and Dr,
Copeland of Ann Arbor.

Dr, Kennedy of Detroit was its first superinten-
devt.

The local committes raised the money to present
the site tn the state, as an inducement to locate
here.

Dr, Pierce 1s now superintendent. The present
hoard is as follows: Dr. Hartz of Detroit; Dr. John-
son of Grand Rapids; Hon. Geo. W. Teeple of
PPinckhey; Dr. Gray of Clere; Dr. Hinsdale of Ann-
Arbor, and Dr, F. B. Leeland of Detroit.

In 1898, E. A Bowman opened a little bazaar
store in the Cardwell block It wasn't a very large
institution and while Howell has a welcome for large
and small alike, vio one thought a great deal about it
anyhow. In Mr, Bowman’s desk is a little brown
envelope labvled ‘‘First sale, March 15, 1898." [t
contzing five eents.,

While the stock was small, its owuner possessed in-
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domitable will, courage, courtesy and hustle. These
qualities didn’t show up on the first invoice, but they
went right into the business with the little stock.
After awhile, the store moved to a more central loca-
tion and then to one of the largest stores in town.
Then came a balcony, a basement fitted up for addi-
tional departments, a commodious store house erected
in the Tear and an aunex in another building. At
the start, Mr. Bowman aud a boy took care of all the
trads and had lots of time. Now, seven clerks are
regulacly employed, more on Saturdays and in the
holiday season, as high as twenty-eight have been re-
quired to take care of the trade. The little store has
orown to be the leader in its lines. Its a marvelous
development.

In the early ’80s. Frank F. Bush built Howell’s
first greenhouse. Itstcod on the ground now oc-
cupied by John Kingguest’s house. For two eor
three years he did a good busines, and then having
engaged in the news and confectionary business al-
lowed his greenhouse to go down. By the way
this younez man’s confectionary business was in the )
room now occupicd by Kirk’s millinery rtore on
State street  His peanut roaster was a new thing in
Howell, and gave him a big busines, and this in
turn gave to the row of two stnry business places,
then lately erected, the name of ‘‘Peanut Row’,
which it has since held.

Abhout twenty years ago, Mrs Geo. B. Lake who
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was then living with her father, Dr. Z. H. Marsh,
built a small greenhouse adjoining her home. About
that time a yonng man namwed Samuel D. Chaney
arrived in Howeil aud arranged to work for Mrs.
Lake for hus noard, and go to =chool. The green-
house kecame largely his care. Chaney afterwards
became an operator on the Chicago Board of Trade,
where he made a handsome fortune. He retived a
few years ago and built a splendid home at Joliet,
Ill., and has a fine summer home at Chautauqua
Lake N. Y.

Soon after Mr. Chaney wgave up his jeb of work-
ing in the greenhouse for his board, J. Albert Brown
was employed by Mrs. Lake. He worked for her
about seven years, and thirteen vears ago, purchased
the property. Under Mr. Brown’s skilfal manage-
ment the business of flower culture has developed to.
one of the best i this section of the state, calling for
several large houses, well equipned with the very
latest appliances.

The idea of raising vegetables under glass was new
here when Lee Chamberlain took it up with Howell
people iu 1906, He succeeded in iuteresting capital
with him and organized the firm of Lee Chamber
lain & Co. Arrangements were made with the
Water Works and Electric Litht Beard to run waste
steam from their works for heating purposes and
the green houses were built. In 1907 the old firm
was changed to an incorporation under the name
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of How=1l Greenhouse Co., Mr. Chamberlain remain”
ing in the general management. At this writing two
houses each two by twelve rods in size, have been un-
der cultivation since the company began operations,
and a third is to be erected in the very near future,
The leading products are lettuce, tomatoes and cu-
embers which find ready mark et at home and in the
cities, all through the winter.

Another greenhouse was built by Walter Papworth,
in connection with his market garden business, some
years ago. It has laid the foundation for quite an
extensive industry, Every spring, tomatoes and
other plants which are started there, are shipped to
towns all through this part of the state.

When William McPherson first established his
store in Howell, a few drugs were among the stozk
as they are in all eountry stores. Later, when he
formed the partnershin with William Riddle and
moved to the coruer now oceupied by O, J. Parker’s
drug store, the drues became a main stock, gradually
develoning, until a few years later, a fully equipped
drug store was to be found there. In time the late
H. P. Browniug came here to clerk in this drug
store, and for some years managed it for Mr. Me-
Phergon and Son.

Later this stock was owned by Henry D. Wilber
who ran it for a good many years, finally moving
to the old Winans block, where crockery, etc, was
added, and where it went out in the first big fire
which: swept that bleck.
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Another early drug store was run by KA. Youngs
who gained (uite a reputation with his medicines.

Mr. Youngs sold out to W. F. Griffith who ran the
store for a short time and sold it to O.J. Parker,
t\\'enﬁyﬁve yvears ago.  Mr. Parker moved to the M.
J. McPherson blocs when it was completed and hus
been there since, but is soon to move to the Greena-
way block.

Another early drug store was Dr. Blanck’s. It
was located in the Green block, afterwards known as
McKeever block.  Dr. Blanck sold to A. H. Phinney
who moved the stock to the VanKleeck block, where
(it was sold to Tim P. Stowe and E. K. Johnson.
They were together for seven or eight years, when
Mr. Johnson, in 1880, bonght his partner’s interests.
When this was done, the stock was in  what is now
known as Monroe Brothers’ block. It was moved
from there to the Gregory block in 1909..

Sometime after celling his interests in the firm of
Stowe & Johnson, Mr. Stowe started a new drug
store, which he ran for some time and then =old to
Barron & Wines,

Drs. Spencer & Hutton carried 2 growing stock of
medicines in their offices. When these were united
in the formation of their medical partnership, it pret-
ty nearly made a drug store of itself. They were
leaders in their line for some years, and were suecceed-
ed by Henrv P. Spencer, who sold to E. Herendean,
who afterwards failed and the stoek was largelv sold
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at auction, the balance being stored for some years,
in a barn.

Another very early drug stere was that of Frank
Wells. He moved from here to Lansing where he
was prominent in business circles for several years.

In 1901 W, H. S. Wood was elected Supervisor
and he proposed a petition for a vote on the propo-
sition of not to exceed a one mill tax for the pur-
pose of establishing and maintaining a township
librarv, and among the firet signers thereof were M.
J. McPherson, Wm. VanWinkle and K. S. B. Holt.
Meanwhile Mr. Woced also wrote to Andrew Carnegie
who offered $10,000 for a library building if sight
and ten perceut cr $1000 was promired for annual
maintenance. The vote was taken at the April elec-
tionin 1902, no great effort being made to in-
fluence voters, cxcept some quiet arguments and
letters in the press by members of the. Howell
‘Woman’s Club, Mr. Wood having stated that he de-
sired the voters and taxpayer. to exercise a careful
and consistent choice in supporting or rejecting it,
but it carried by a vote of about two to ouve. The
Township Board then appointed suitable committees
and the plans of archetect E. E. Meyers of Detroit,
who was also the archetect of the State Capitol at
Lansing, aud those of Texas, Colorado and Illinois
were accepted.

Meanwhile, the sons of William MePherson, viz.
Wm. Jr., E. G., M. J. and Alex. sescured and pur-
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chasedl the entire block on Grand River street
formerly occupied by the old foundry and presented
it for a site, the cerLtrel front where the building
stands being accepted by the township and the re-
mainder of the bloek by the village as a park.

It was decided to build the library of field stone or
glacial granite, found in fields near here and it has
certainly made as fine an appearing library building
as there is in the state and being on the bhest thor-
oughfare, is generally noted and rewarked about by
all strangers passing in automobiles, ete

The contract was let to &, Kuehnle, he being the
only bidder on the entire building and it was com-
menced in the spring of 1903, but afier getting the
walls up and roeof boards on, the contractor failed and
it so remained until Mr. Carnegie was induced by M.
J. McPherson, to make a further appropriation of five
thousand dollars, by which it was completed and the
ouiiding was opened for use Thursday, November 19,
1906, with an address by Rev, Dr. J. H Barkley of
Detroit.

The first Board ot Township Library Commission-
ers, elected in 1903, consisted of M. J. McPherson,
Ww. H. S, Wood, Rev. Brooke. Thomas Gordon Jr.,
George Chapel and George Barnes and since then, R.
B. McPherson, A, D. Thompson and Rev. Cooper
have acted thereon.

Miss Luey Chapel was appointed librarian. The
books of the Ladies Library Association, were ftrans
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ferred to it. The children of Mrs. William
McPherson Jr., presented five hundred iJollars worth
of new books, the late Solomon Hildervant and Dr.
W.J Mills and others gave nooks and W. H. S.
Wood gave about two thousand law and government
reports.

When Miss Chapel resigned February 14, 1910,
Mrs. Myrtle Wilkinson was appointed to the position.
The library is opened every weekday from two to
five p. m. and ou Monday, Wednesday and Saturday '
evenings from seven to nine p. m.. It now has about
6,000 volumes, and is mnch used and appreciated by
tne public, and especialiy the pupils in the public
schools. It belongs to the entire township of Howell,
is a free circulating library, books being allo-ved to

be kept two weeks, except reference books,

A law was passed in 1905. drawn by W. H. §.
Wood and introduced by Senator George Barnes, al-
lowing adjoining towns to join with Howell in its
support and use, but it has not as yet been availed of
by them. -

In January, 1907, Prof. D. F, Clark established the
Howell Busivess College, affilliated with the Bliss
Business College of Flint. Prof. F. M, Dye was
placed in charge for the first year. Prof. W. A. Qlark
hecame the head of the school the following fall and
is still in that position, The college took a high
grade for its work, from the start, and has main-
tained it. Its list of students bas been larger each
year than the year before.
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Ou May 9th, 1909, A. Riley Crittenden learned
thata Detroit factory was looking for a location with
more capital. The business looked good and he socn
arranged to bring the parties into contact with How-
ell people. Before neon the next day the matter was
practically cinched and on May 20th a contract was
signed which resulted in the establishment of the
Wickman Wire Works here. The compauy is ineor-
porated for $12,000 with H. J. Wickman, Robert S.
Layman, Wm. McPherson Jr, R. B. McPherson, M.
J. McPherson, H E. McPherson, O, J. Parker E.
C. Shields, Jay C. Walton and Fred P. Schroeder as
stockholders. Its first officers were:

President—R. B. McPherson.

Vize President and General Superintendent—-H. J.
Wickman.

Secretary-Treasurer—H. E. McPherson.

The company manufactures a line of wire special-
ties with a twisted wire eavetrongh holder as a leader.
Its first season was highly sucessful and prospects
are bright for a material increase in business.

Wm. H. Wenk developed a genius for mechanics as
a small boy, on a farm in Deerfield. He gradually
developed a saw mill and cider mill and made quite
a line of cider mill machinery. Early in 1908, he
outgrew his country facilities and bought a site from
A, M. Wells on the bank of Thompson’s lake. There
he erected a building in the upper portion of which
he placed his Deerfield business. In the basement
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he equipped a first-class ereamery. Capital was in-
terested in this change and the Howell Manufactu-
ing Co. was the result. It was incorporated at
$15,000. The new industry was opened tor busi-
ness Sept. 15, 1909 and seems to he enjoying a pros-
perous and growing patrouage.

City officials of late vears have been as foliows:

1870—President, Henrv H. Mills; clerk, Dennis
Shields; assessor, Wm. Curtis; trustees, Albert Rid-
dle, Wm. C. Rumsey, Francis N. Monroe, Calvin
Wilcox, Andrew D. Waddell; marshall H. C. Briggs,
sureet commissioner, Solemon T. Lyon; pound master,
James Fitzgerald; treacurer, . C. Briggs.

1871—President Sardias . Hubbell; clerk, An-
drew D. Waddellg assessor, Wm. B. Smith; trustees,
Neil O’Hearn, George H. Cooper, Floyd S. Wrvkoft,
Charles G, Jewett, and George Greenaway; marshall,
Leonard N, Fishbeck; street commissioner, William
E. Huutly; treasurer, Leonard N, Fishbeck.

1872—President, Sardias F. Huhbell; clerk, An-
drew D. Waddell; assessor, Calvin Wilcox; tiustees,
John W. Wright, George L. Sage, Robert C. Hutton,
John M. White, John Jones; marshall and treasurer,
Henry A. Whipple; street commissioner, Wwm. E,
Huntly.

1873—President, Niel O’Hearn; clerk, Edward B,
Gregory; assessor, Harry J, Haven; trustees, F. N.
Monroe, Asa VanKleeck, Wm. Beattie, Sylvester
Andrews, Albert Riddle; marshall and treasurer,
Hiram Hopper; street commissioner, Wm. C, Rum-
sey.
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1874—~President, F. N, Monroe; clerk, Royal H,
Rumsey; assessor, Benj, Rubert; trustees, Wm W.
Finton, James A, Preston, Wihiam K. Watson,
Horace G, W, Fry. George Bush; Mr, Fry never
qualified and E. B. Gregory was elected to yacancy;
- atreet commissioner, Charles Brigham; marshall
and treasurer, Wm. Rainard,

1875—President, Horace Halbert; clerk, E. P.
Gregory ; assessor, F. J. Hickey; trustees, Wm B.
Jewett, J. M, White. Frederick B, [iown, Roswell
Mott, Erastus Watrous; marrhall and treasurer,
Wm. F. Barnard; street commissioner, ¢, Brigham.

1876— President, Harry J. Haven; clerk, Rollin
H. Person; assessor, Albert Riddle; trustees, Asa
VaunKleeck, Robert A ()hambefs, Wiliiam L. Knapp,
John W, Wright, N«il O’Hearn; marshall and treas:
urer, Gao. Bush; street commissioner, John Lee.

1877 President, Asa VanKleeek; clerk, Rollin H,
Person§ assessor, Wm. B. Smih; trustees, R. H.
Rumsey; L. N. Fishoeck, Stephen S, Moute, R. A,
Chambers, J, W. Wright; marshall and treasurer
Arthur F. Field; street commissioner, Thomas J.
Winegar: pouand master, Jobn Rouston.

1878— President, Neil O’Hearn; Royal H. Rum-
sey; assessor, William B. Smith; trustees, Wm. H.
Yilkes, Leonard N. Fishbeck, Harry J. Haven,
Frank Kelly, George H. Warren; street commissioner,
Thomas J. Winegar; treasurer, Thomas Ulark; health
officer, W. L. Wells,
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1879—President, Johu H. Galloway; clerk, R. H.
Rumsey; assessor, Benj, H. Rubert; trustee, Asa
VanKleeck, Mylo L. Gay, Wm. B. Smith, F. N.
Monroe, Leander C. Smith; street cemmissioner, T.
J. Winegar; marshall, Thomas Clark; healtk officer
H.R, Hitchcock. .

1880—President, Leander C. Smith; clerk, Royal
H. Rumsey; trustees, F. N. Monroe, Theodore B.
Knapp, Wm McPhersou Jr. Asa VanKleeck, W. W.
Kenyon; sssessor, Albert Riddle; street commisioner,
Charies Brigham; treasurer, Thomas Clark; health
officer, R. C. Hatton.

1881— President, Wm. B, Smith; clerk, Chari®s
H. Brown; asessor, Albeyt Riddle; trustees, Wm.
W. Kenyon, Robert A. Cbambers, Theodore B.
Enarp, Jokn M. Clark for one year, Homer N.
Beach, F. N. Mounroe, Charles L, Collier, L. N. Fish-
beck for two years; street commissioner, Alonzo
Teasdale; treasurer, Thomas Clark; hoalth officer,
Henry N, Spencer.

1882—President, Harry J. Haven; clerk, Frank
O, Burt; assessor, Albert Riddle; trustees for two
years, Henry D. Wilber, fidward Greenaway, Lorenzo
H. Sulivan, to fill vacancy, Leslie B. Woodruff;
street commissioner, A. Teasdale; marshall, Thomas
Clark; pound master, John Herbert; health officer,
Henry N. Spencer. -

1883—President, Wm. W. Kenyon, clerk, Patrick
J. Harmmel: assessor, H, G. W. Fry; trustees, John
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V. Gilbert, John W. Wright, Edwin C. Sweet
Theedore B. Knapp; vacancy, Charles A. Wood;
street commissioner, A. Teasdale; treasurer, Thomas
Clark.

18&4—President, George P. Pudley; clerk, George
H. Chapel; assessor, Homer N. Beach; trustees,
Fravk F. Avcher, Clarles Fiitz, Alfred E. Papworth,
Lorenzo H, Sualivan, vacancy, Winton B. Brooks;
night wateh, Thomas Clark.

1885—President, Jay Corson; clerk, George H.
Chapel; assessor, Geosge W. Axtell; trustees, Thomas
. Bwitzer, Hdger Noble, Hrank J. Holt, Calvin
Wilcox; health officer, E. B Pratt; street commis-
sioney, Char'es Brigham.

I8686—President, E. G. McPherson; clerk, Will.
Force; assessor, Alpert Riddle; trustees, F. G.
Hickey, William BSwitz, A, E. Papworth, W. B.
Brooks; vacaney, L. J. Wright; health officer, R,
W. Colemarni; marshal and tieasurer, S. B. Rubert;
strect cowmmissionsr, Charles Brigham; lamp lighter,
Edgar Carpenter.

1887—Preside~t, Edward P. Gregory; clerk, Wil-
liam M. Force; ssessor, Newtn Kirk; trustees, H.
. Wrieht, vanrancy, George W Axtell, Charles
Hritz, Ctarles L. Collier, William H. Monroe, vacan-
¢y, Fred P. Schroed-r; marshall aud treasurer, Seth
B. Rubert; night watch, Walter S. Papworth; street
commissioner, Winton B. Brooks; health officer,

John A. Wessinger
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1888—President, Dennis Shiulds; clerk, Bernerd L.
Walker ; assessor, Thomas B. Clark; trustees, Cyrus
S. Sweet, Amos Winegar, Wallace W. Barnard,
George H, Chapel, marshall and treasurer, Jerome
Wilber; lamp lighter, Jarvis Miller; night watch,
Themas B. Clark; health officer, Rotert B. Bell,
building inspeetor, L. J. Wiight

1889—President, W. P. VaoWinkle; clerk, A.
Riley Crittenden; assessor,Lewis J. Wright; trustees,
Henry C. Wright, Thomas O’Connor, Rohert B,
Bell, Andrew B. Fishbeck, vacancy, Edward Manne
street commissioner, A. 8. Cooper; marshall, night
watch and treasurer, Thomas B. Clark; health officer,
Will C. Spencer; building inspectors, C. L.  Collier,
L. J. Wright, Charles Johnson.

1890—President, Wm. P. VanWinkle; clerk,
Edward J. Drewery; assessor, T.ewis J. Wright;
trustees, Amos Winegar, Edward Manne, Frank Z.
Hubbell, Chas. E. Marston, vacancy John Bickhart;
marshall and treasurer, Lyman V. D. Cook; health
officer, Robt. B. Bell.

1891—President, Wm. C. Huntington; clerk, Edi-
son Wilber; assessor, Lewis J. Wright; trustees,
Thomas J. Winegar, P. D, Skilbeck, Thomas Bar-
ron, Daniel Purkey, vacaney, Charles Arnold; street
commissioner, A. S. Cooper; marshall and treasurer,
L. V. D. Cook; health officer, Dr. R. B. Bell.

1892—Pres. John Wright; clerk, Andrew Fishbeck ;
assessor, H. N, Beach; treasurer, James Ryan;
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trustees, Jerome Sherman, Henry Jones, Sylvester
Andrews, John Bickhurt; health officer O. N. Moon;
night wateh, Thomas B. Clark; attorney, W. P.
VanWinkle; street commissioner, John Farnsworth;
marshall, T. J. Winegar; pound master, John Her-
kert, Mr. Winegar only served a short time as mar-
shall and resigned. Byroen Phipps was elected t2
vacancy,

1893—Presicent, Jchn W, Wright; clerk Edison
J. Wilber; assessor, Homer N. Beach; treasurer,
James Ryan; trustees, Fred F. Hubbell, Henry D.
Wilber, Edward C. Sweet, R. Bruce McPherson;
marshall, Stephen . Fishbeck; health officer, Alex
O’ Neil; night wateh, T. B. Clark; street commis-
sioner, 4ohn Farnswort™.

1894—President, Arthur Garland; elerk, Edison
J. Wilber; assessor, George P. Dudley; treasurer,
Miller Beurman; trustees, Herbert J. Ackley, A. D,
Thompson, Clarence J. Cook, Hugh A. McPherson,
vacancy John E. Gilmore; marshail, M. J, Dempsey;
night wateh, Byron D. Langworthy; water trustees,
Thomas Gordon Jr. Miles W, Bullock, W. C. Hun-
tington; water clerk and inspector, Geo. P. Dudiey.

1835—President, J. C. Walton; clerk, Henry H.
Wines; assessor; Homer N. Beach; treasurer, E.
Miller Beurmann; trustees, C. E. Burns, S. M.
Armstrong, Geo, W. Axtell, Albert Thompsou,
Hugh A. M¢Pherson, Frank Frieund: marshall, M.
J. Dempsey : street commissioner, John Farnsworth:
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health officer A, O’Neil; attorney Luke S. Montague:
resigned July 15, Dwight Fiteh appointed: niehf
wateh, B, D, Langworthy.

1%96—President, Robert B. Bell; clerk Henry H.
Wines; tieasurer, Walter W. Knapp; assessor Amos
Winegar; frustees, Andrew B. Fishbeck, Frank
Freiund, Hugh A. DMcPherson; attorney Dennis
Shields; night watch, Will R. Knapp; marshall,
Henry Pertibone; health officer, Alex, O’Neil; fire
warden, L., N. Fishbeck; street commissioner, John
Farnsworth; pound master, Joon Herbst; secavenger,
Abram VanBlaricum.

1897—DPresident, A. D, Thompson; clerk, Ara L.
V. D. Cook; assessor, Amos Winegar; treasurer,
Walter W. Knapp; trustees, Calvin Wileox, Daniel
Ratz, David L. Young; street commissioner, J(‘>s.
Gibouloug; night wateh, Edgar Corson; marshall,
Jerome Wilber; health officer, Dr. J. E. Browne; at-
torney, Claude Brayton; fire warden, Fred Hopper,
superintendent and clerk of water works, W P.
Govier.

I1898—President, Lounis E. Howlett; clerk, Ber-
nard L. Walker; treasurer, R. E. Barion; assessor,
Walter W. EKnapp; trustees, Ernest L.  Avery,
Frederick P. Eunler, Homer N, Beach; street commis-
soner, John Dauviels; night wateh, Henry Pettibone;
attorney, W H. 8., Wood; marshali, Eli L, Snyder,
health offizer, Alex. O'Neil; fire warden, L. N. Fish-
beck ; board of assessors, Everett D. Sargent, Julius
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Hesse, Fred ¥. Hubbell; surveyor, Miles W. Bul-
lock; superintendent water works, George S, Durfee.
1899—President, Louis E. Howlett; clerk, Ber-
nard L. Walker; treasurer, Richard E. Barron:
assessor, Walter W. Knapp; trustees, Calvin Wilcox,
C. Frank Shields, Amos Winegar

1900— President, Louis E. Howlett; - clerk,
Charles P. Adams, treasurer, John B. Barron;

assessor, Walter W. Knapp; trustees, Byron Kells,
Electus Hadden, Charles W. Sharp; water clerx, E.
J. Wilber; electric light and water rommission, Fred
P Schroeder, O. J. Parker, Calvin Wilcox.

1901—President Thomas Gordon Jr.; clerk, Charles
P. Adams; treasurer, John B. Barron; assessor, W.
H. S. Woéd; trustees, John T. Ewmmett, Charles .
Shields, T. O. Newcomb; attorney, F. J. Shields;
survevor, M. W. Bullock; scavenger, Charles Ackley;
pound master. Charles Babeock; fire warden, T.. N,
Fisbbeck; water clerk, Edson J. Wilber.

1902—President, E. P. Gregory; clerk, James I.
VanKeuren; assessor, W H. 5. Wood; treasurer. A.
K. Tooley; trustees, Byron Kells, Adolph &, Kuehnl
uveorge W. VanVerst; street commissioner, John
Farnsworth; surveyor, M, W. Bullock; night watch,
Wm. Culver; scavenger; A. VanBlaricum; pound
master, Jacob Held; fire warden, L. N. FRishbeck;
Mr. VanKeuren left Howell during his term and L.
R. Manning was elected clerk.

1903—President, David D, Harger; clerk, L. R,
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Manning; treasurer, Albert K. Tooley; trﬁstees, tor
two years, Edward A. Garland, Wwm. Whitaker,
Charles Sharp, for one year Charles Granger;
assessor, W. H. S, Wood; attorney, dJames A,
Greene; health officer, R. H, Baird; night watch,
Wm. J. Culver; street commissioner, John Fains-
worth; marshall, Thomas Clerk; fire warden, L. N.
Fishbeck; surveyor, M. W. Bullock; scavenger,
Alonzo B. Johnson; pound master, Thomas R, Clark;
members board of review, Wm. Whitaker, T. P.
Stowe. Mr. Clark’s health failed during this year
and Freeman Rorabacher was appointed his assistant;
building inspector, Robert Chambers, Asa VanKleeck.

1904—President, Amos Winegar; clerk. Luther R.
Manning; treasurer, (teorge A, Wimbles; trustees,
Henry Jubb, Charles L. Granger, John Henry Hel-
mer, assescor, Timothy P. Stowe; secretary water
works end electric light commissioner, D. Hartnell;
pound master, Geo. B, Raymour; fire warden, L. N.
Fishbeck; marshall, H. H, Collins; health officer,
R. H. Baird; night wateh, William Culver: scavan-
ger, Alonzo B. Johnsou: attorney, James A. Greene:
street commissioner, George H, Dieterle.

1905—President. Electus Hadden: clerk, Luther
R. Manning; treasurer, Wiiber B. Johnson; trustees
Edward A. Garland, Andrew O. Hntchins; asSsessor,
Tim P, Stowe, Alfred Copeland; marshall, Freeman
Rorabacher; health officer, R, H. Baird; night watch
William Culver: attorney, David D. Harger: street
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commissioner, John Farnsworth: wvound master,
George B. Raymour: fire warden, L. N. Fishbeck:
scavenger, Charles Ackley: member electric light and
water ecommission, W, P. Govier, ¥ rank Wright.

1906—Presidens, Chester A. Parshall: clerk, Wil-
liam E. Beach: treasurer, Wilber B. Johnson:
trustees, Harry L. Williams, F, Elmer Mills, Emmett
J. Whaliau, to fill vacancy, Eugene A. Stowe: asses
sor, K. Miller Beurmann: street commissionnr, James
Riley: attorney, W, P. VanWinkle: health officer,
J. B. Browne: night watch, W. J. Culver: fire war-
den, L. N. Fishbeck: member electric light and water
works eommission, Jay C. Walton: members board
of review, Asa Van Kleeck, E. P. Gregory,

1907—President, Hugh A, McPherson; clerk,
William E. Beacn; treasurer, James H, Miner; trus-
tees, Edmund C. Shields, Claude B. Culver, William
E. Suuderlanés; assessor, B. Miller Beurmann; street
commissioner, James Riley; health officer, J. B.
Browne; attorney, R. D. Roche; night watch, W. J,
Culver; marshall, W, J. Culver; fire warden, L. N
Fishbeck; members beard of review, Homer N.
Beach, E. P. Gregory; member electric light and
water works commission, E. A. Bowman; secretary
commission, L. P. Melendy.

190%—President, Amos Winegar; clerk, William
E. Beach; treasurer, James H. Miner; trustees,
Walter W, Knapp, George W. Wright, Joseph
Frank; assessor, E, Miller Beurmann; marshall,
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Freeman Rorabacher; night watech, W J. Culver;
health officer J. E. Browne; member electric lizht
and water commission, Calvin Wilcox; fire warden,
L. N. Fishbeck; street commissionsr, John Farns-
worth ; attorney, Richard D. KRoche; members bhoard
of review, Daniel Ratz, E. P. dregory; secictary
electric light and water commission, L. P. Melendy,

1909—President, Calvin Wilecox; clerk, John {Hae-
man; treasurer, A. J. Brown; truswees, F, J. Fish-
beek, George J. Payne, W. J. Larkin; assessov, E.
Miller Beurmann ; memwbers electric light and water
commission, to fill vacancy, A.J. Parker; full term,
David Young:; members board of review, Daniel
Ratz, John Kirk; attorney, Louis Howlett; health
officer, E. H. Bailey; flre warden, L. N Fishbeck;
street commissioner, George Brighum; sewer inspec-
tor and surveyor, Robert Long: marshall, Freeman
Rorabacher: secretary electric licht and water com-
mission, L. P. Melendy.

19I0—President, Thomas Gordon Jr: cierk, John
A. Hagman: treasurer, A.J . Brown: trustees, B.
J. Drewery, Elmer Smith, Joseph Frank: assessor,
E. Miller Benrmann: street commissioner, E. E.
Howe; marshall, Daniel Ratz; night watch, Wm. J.
Culver; member electric light and water commission,
E. A. Bowman: fire warden, I.. N, Fishbeck; sewer
inspector and surveyor, Grant Dunning; secretary
electric light and water commission, L. P, Melendy,
members board of veview, C, A. Parshali, James
Miner.
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June 28, 1906, A. Riley Crittenden retursed to
Howell and established a small weekly paper named
Livingston Tidings. In a few weeks it was changed
to twice a week, and that fall to three times a week.
It bas been a prosverous publication from the start,
as a result of hard work by the publisher and his
wite. In November 1910, the Herald having pre
viously gope into the hands of its creditors, it ae-
quired that publication and amalgamated the two
plants.

Largely through the influence of Tidings the
Howell Commercial club was formed in 1910. Its
birth eommemorating the visit of Grand Rapids
wholesale dealers who were entertained bv Howell
business men at the Vomans club rooms. 1ts officers
were; President, R. B McPherson; Viece president,
E. A. Stowe; secretary L, R. Manning; treasurer,
D. L. Young; executive committee L. E. Howlett,
E A. Bowmau, O. J. Parker, C, A. Goodnow, F. P.
‘Sehroeder. When Mr. Manning moved away A. L,
Smith was elected in his place. The club secured the
Ewer Wrench and Tooi Mfg. Co. for which $15000
of local stock was raised, the old compsny holding
$10,000 of stock in the new company here. It has
built a building and is just fairly getting under
headway.
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Temperance Hotel...............ooooiiiin oo, 52
Temporary Building, First............... ............... 12
Thompson’s Addition.... .... .......ooooovoiin o, 140
Thompson’s lake....... ........ oo oo, 28
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Town Meeting, First.........c.cooviviiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiien.. 26
Township Officers, First....... N eeeete ettt e 157

’ vy %X T ) AP 185
Township Sunday Scheol Association..... .............. 182
Train, First in Howell.........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 85
Travel, Barly....................... e ettt veeo 15
Tuarner, Judge............cc ciiiinn o viiiiie., Seeeeae %
Twisting of Lawsuit ...........cooviiiiiiiiiiniiint, 67
Union Hall. ... .veituiiii i tiiirnaeeencrananans 52
Union LyCeUm. ... vouttetvine toneeieniinenrinneennenenn: 60
Union School Building............cooiiiiiiiienennnnn 92-145
VanKleecKk, ASf. ..vueeeeriiinine ceetnnnnenneeenennnnnas 166
Ward School8. ... iitieii ittt iiiiiiienerriiiniiraeens 149
Washington Heights Addition......... ................. 148
Water WoOrKsS. ... ..oouieitiiiiiiiiiiiieseaearieeenmenns 170
Wayne County, Part of....... e ereecseseie eeeaeasabens 10
Weddings, First....ooooiiiiii i iiiiiiiiiiiinaens 22
Weimeister & O’Hearn............coviiriiieunnnnnnennns 151
Wenk, Wm. H, Creamery............c..c..civuuunannnnn. 206
West Howell M. E. Church.............coiiiiiiininnn. 91
White Child, First.... ...ooiiiiiiiieinn ciiiiiennnnnnn. 15
Whipple Addition.........c..covueiiiiiinieiiiiniieenennns 142
Wickman Wire Works. . .......coiiiniiiiiiniennnn. .. 206
Wilcox AddAition........... ciivit viiit tiiiiiiiiinnen 142
Will, First in Probate............ccviiiiiiiiiiiinnnenn., 54
Wildeat Banks................ e e 40
Winter, Very Hard .. .......cooviieenr tiiiin v inennn 103
Wolf Bounty................ e e 35
WOIE SEOTIES. .o vi ittt iee i iiet ceieee o e 30

Wright's Planing Mill............ oot ciiiiiiiiien 155
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