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Joint Statement on Committee Inquiry
into Russian Intelligence Activities

WASHINGTON - Senator Richard Burr (R-NC), Chairman of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, and Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), Vice Chairman of the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, today issued a joint statement regarding
the Committee’s inquiry into Russian intelligence activities:

“As part of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence’s oversight responsibilities
we believe that it is critical to have a full understanding of the scope of Russian
intelligence activities impacting the United States.

In the course of its regular work, the Committee conducts oversight of the
Intelligence Community’s collection and analysis related to Russia; however, the
October 7, 2016, joint statement on election security from the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence
(ODNI), combined with the declassified Intelligence Community Assessment (ICA) of
“Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent US Elections” raise profound concerns.

The Committee will, therefore, conduct a bipartisan inquiry of the intelligence
reporting behind the Intelligence Community assessments from January 6, 2017 on
this subject.

The scope of the Committee’s inquiry will include, but is not limited to:

A review of the intelligence that informed the Intelligence Community
Assessment “Russian Activities and Intentions in Recent US Elections;"”
Counterintelligence concerns related to Russia and the 2016 U.S.
election, including any intelligence regarding links between Russia and
individuals associated with political campaigns;

Russian cyber activity and other “active measures” directed against the
U.S., both as it regards the 2016 election and more broadly.

The Committee plans to:

Hold hearings examining Russian intelligence activity;
Interview senior officials of both the outgoing and incoming
administrations including the issuance of subpoenas if necessary to


https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/publications/assessing-russian-activities-and-intentions-recent-us-elections

compel testimony; and
Produce both classified and unclassified reports on its findings.

The Committee will follow the intelligence wherever it leads. We will conduct this
inquiry expeditiously, and we will get it right. When possible, the Committee will hold
open hearings to help inform the public about the issues. That said, we will be
conducting the bulk of the Committee’s business behind closed doors because we
take seriously our obligation to protect sources and methods. As the Committee’s
investigation progresses, we will keep Senate leadership, and the broader body,
apprised of our findings.

We have received assurance from the Director of National Intelligence that the
Intelligence Community will fully and promptly support our requests for information
related to the investigation, and we have every reason to believe that commitment will
be honored by the incoming administration.

Majority Leader McConnell and Democratic Leader Schumer have made it clear they
expect any investigation into Russia’s involvement in our nation’s elections to be
conducted in a bipartisan manner. It is a charge the SSCI takes seriously, as
bipartisanship—in fact, non-partisanship —is at the very core of the Committee’s
charter and is essential to preserving the intelligence equities involved.”

In addition to the joint statement, the Senators offered additional comment
separately.

“As | indicated in my December statement, the SSCI has focused a great deal of
attention on Russia’s behavior around the world,” said Chairman Burr. “Over the
last two years, we have held more than ten hearings and briefings on these issues,
with four reviewing Russia’s so-called ‘active measures.’

“The SSCI was established to oversee the intelligence activities and programs of the
United States Government, and to ensure that the appropriate departments and
agencies provided informed and timely intelligence to our nation’s leaders,” Burr
added, “and part of our inquiry will necessarily be focused on what happened, and
what didn’t happen, in this case.”

Of the investigation, Vice Chairman Warner said, “This issue impacts the
foundations of our democratic system, it’s that important. This requires a full, deep,
and bipartisan examination. At this time, | believe that this Committee is clearly best
positioned to take on that responsibility, but whoever does this needs to do it right. If
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it turns out that SSCI cannot properly conduct this investigation, | will support
legislation to empower whoever can do it right. That is my position now, and it will be
my position for the duration of the investigation. | look forward to working with
Chairman Burr on this tremendously important matter.”



