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Defo DOO. NO. lhOO"B"6

Excerpt from Foreign Relations of the lnited ftntes
TR O g e

Page 396
Memorandum by the Secretary of State
/Washington,/ March 11, 1941

The Ambassador of Japan called at the White House at his
request. The President and I were present at the meeting.
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The President then. , .stressed the close ties existing be-
tween Thailand and Japan, adding that the former was more closely
related to Japan in many ways than the Argentine was related to
the United States. The President sald that the suggestion had
been made now and then that the United States take cver the West
Indies, but that the attitude of this Government unreservedly has
been to see each coun'- ; preserve its sovereigniy, itz territoria.
integrity and eqi21it; of opportunity, and that 211 the natlons
df the world can on the same basis come and trade with the natilons
of this hemisphere. Ti.c Ambassador admitted that we had been
treating Central and South America extremely we¢ll, and that we
had developed greatly the good neighbor relztionships.
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The Ambassador saild that Japan had no idea of controlling
Clina . . « 7The Ambassador joined with the President a number of
times in expressing tre view that dif"erences L:twsen tha coun=-
tries could and -hould be worked out. The Amba:  “dor did not,
however, respond to requests for any additlional nctiwds »f ap-
proach ber.nd the Chinese-Japanese question. He cid nct say so,
but I inf .i.ed that he would probably be returning in due time
for another conferznce. I made 1t clear that Japa:. Laving de-
parted from th course that both countries have been pursuing,
the initiative and the responsibility are hers to csuzigest what, 4
how and when, she 1s willing, as a preliminary step, to undertake
serious discussions, and that above all she must make it clear by
words and acts of her serious intentions in this direction.




