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THE LAGOON

Tue white man, leaning with both arms over
the roof of the little house in the stern of the
boat, said to the steersman— _

“We will pass the night in Arsat’s clearing.
It is late.”

The Malay only grunted, and went on looking

fixedly at the river. The white man rested his |

chin on his crossed arms and gazed at the wake
of the boat. At the end of the straight avenue
of forests cut by the intense glitter of the river,
the sun appeared unclouded and dazzling, poised
low over the water that shone smoothly like a
band of metal. The forests, sombre and dull,
stood motionless and silent on each side of the

broad stream. At the foot of big, towering -

trees, trunkless nipa palms rose from the mud of

ngoon="‘ salt-water lake parled from sea by sand-bank or enclosed by
atoll . (POD)

we will puss=Ict us pass.

grunt=cmit a deep gutlural sound of discontent,

went on=continued.

fixedly [’fiksidli]=intently. [—slZ ],

wake="* track left by ship on water”. (POD) [#Dili~1:86 1,
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the bank, in bunches of leaves enormous and
heavy, that hung unstirring over the brown swirl
of eddies. ' In the stillness of the air every tree,
every leaf, every bough, every tendril of creeper
and every petal of minute blossoms seemed to
have been bewitched into an immobility perfect
and final. Nothing moved on the river but the
eight paddles that rose flashing regularly, dipped
together with a single splash; while the steersman
swept right and left with a periodic and sudden
flourish of his blade describing a glinting semi-
circle above his head. The churned-up water
frothed alongside with a confused murmur: And
the white man’'s canoe, advancing up stream in
the short-lived disturbance of its own making,
seemed to enter the porta's of a land from which
the very memory of motion had for ever de-
parted.

The white man, turning his back upon the
setting sun, looked along the empty and broad
expanse of the seareach. For the last three
miles of its course the wandering, hesitating river,

in bunches of leaves [ O ic LT,

thut bung=md they [=Dunches of leaves] bung € = fL(HF@ sd-

ditional clause [2-C that ({ which > H 3 HIE L),
swirl of eddies . (1 tautological expression
final=absolute [FHD |,
but the cight paddles=cxcepl the eight paddles.

swept=rowed vigorously (A HFOWA (L padle THEZ: 5H),
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ulongside = “ close to side of shins,” (POD)
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as if enticed irresistibly by the freedom of an
open horizon, flows straight into the sea, flows
straight to the east—to the east that harbours

both light and darkness. Astern of the boat the

repeated call of some bird, a cry discordant and
feeble, skipped along over the smooth water and
lost itself, before it could reach the other shore,
in the breathless silence of the world.

The steersman dug his paddle into the stream,
and held hard with stiffened arms, his body
thrown forward. The water gurgled aloud ; and
suddenly the long straight reach seemed to pivot
on its centre, the forests swung in a semicircle,
and the slanting bzams of sunset touched the
broadside of the canoe with a fiery glow, throw-
ing the slender and distorted shadows of its
crew upon the streaked glitter of the river. The
white man turned to look ahead. The course of
the boat had been altered at right-angles to the
stream, and the carved dragon-head of its prow
was pointing now at a gap in the fringing bushes
of the bank. It glided through, brushing the
overhanging twigs, and disappeared from the river
like some slim and amphibious creature leaving

——

u'lf enticed=as if it were enticel,
the east thut——durkness [ : -l rTtHD )] & (18

DHESL ROV LHOHT» bELDERE2TI LD,
the world=the surrounding nature.
e body thrown forward=with his body thrown forward.
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throwing =and threw.
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the water for its lair in the forests.

The narrow creek was like a ditch: tortuous,
fabulously deep ; filled with gloom under the thin
strip of pure and shining blue of the heaven. Im-
mense trees soared up, invisible behind the fes-
tooned draperies of creepers. Here and there,
near the glistening bBlackness of the water, a
twisted root of some tall tree showed amongst
the tracery of small ferns, black and dull, writhing
and motionless, like an arrested snake. The short
words of the paddlers reverberated loudly between
the thick and sombre walls of vegetation. Dark-
ness oozed out from between the trees, through
the tangled maze of the creepers, from behind
-the great fantastic and unstirring leaves; the
darkness, mysterious and invincible ; the darkness
scented and ponsonous of impenetrable forests

The men poled in the shoaling water. The
creek broadened, opening out into a wide sweep
of a stagnant lagoon. The forests receded from
the marshy bank, leaving a level strip of bright
green, reedy grass to frame the reflected blueness
of the sky. A fleecy pink cloud drifted high
above, trailing the delicate colouring of its image
under the floating leaves and the silvery blossoms
of the Iotus A Tlittle house, perched on high
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piles, appeired black in the distance. Near it,
two tall nibong palms, that seemed to have come
out of the forests in the background, leaned
slightly over the ragged roof, with a suggestion
of sad tenderness and care in the droop of their
leafy and soaring heads.

The steersman, pointing with his paddle, said,
“ Arsat is there. I see his canoe fast between

the piles. "
'~ The polers ran along the sides of the boat
- glancing over their shoulders at the end of the
day’s journey. They would have preferred to
spend the night somewhere else than on this
lagoon of weird aspect and ghostly reputation.
Moreover, they disliked Arsat, first as a stranger,
and also because he who repairs a ruined house,
and dwells in it, proclaims that he is not afraid
to live amongst the spirits that haunt the places
abandoned by mankind. Such a man can disturb
the course of fate by glances or words; while
his familiar ghosts are not easy to propitiate by
casual wayfarers upon whom they long to wreak
the malice of their human master. White me

m— ——

with a suggestion of=suggesting.

is there=is there in the house.

end=destination.
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not cusy to propitinte by easunl wayfarers=not casy to be
propitiated by casual wayfarers=not easy for casual wayfarers to pro-
pitiate. :

npon whom——human master=Decause they long to wrek the
malice of their human master upon them [ =casual wayfarers).




care not for such things, being unbelievers and
in league with the Father of Evil, who leads
them unharmed through the invisible dangers of
this world. To the warnings of the righteous they
oppose an offensive pretence of disbelief. What
is there to be done?

So> they thought, throwing their weight on the
end of their lonz poles. The big canoe glided
on swiftly, noiselessly, and smoothly, towards
Arsat’s clearing, till, in a great rattling of poles
thrown down, and the loud murmurs of * Allah
be praised!” it came with a gentle knock against
the crooked piles below the house.

The boatmen with uplifted faces shouted dis-
cordantly, “Arsat! O Arsat!” Nobody came,
The white man began to climb the rude ladder
giving access to the bamboo platform before the
house. The juragan of the boat said sulkily,

“We will cook in the sampan, and sleep on the"

water.

“Pass my blankets and the basket,’’ said the
white man. curtly.

He knelt on the edge of the platform to receive

care not for sach things=do not fecl concern for such things. [l
BRTL 2 IS (LM LTS s

in Jengus with=allicd with. [ = §H4¢€ L-CJ,

who =and Le.

unhurmed=safe.

What is there to ke done ?="There is nothing to le done.
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the bundle. Then the boat shoved off, and the
white man, standing up, confronted Arsat, who
had come out through the low door of his hut.
He was a man young, powerful, with a broad
chest and muscular arms. He had nothing on but

his sarong. His head was bare. His big, soft
eyes stared eagerly at the white man, but his
voice and demeanour were composed as he asked
without any words of greeting—

“Have you medicine, Tuan? " |

“No,” said the visitor in a startled tone. No,
Why ? Is there sickness in the house >’

“Enter and see, " replied Arsat, in the same
calm manner, and turning short round, passed
again through the small doorway. The white man,
dropping his bundles, followed.

In the dim light of the dwelling he made out
on a couch of bamboos a woman stretched on
her back under a broad sheet of red cotton cloth.
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She lay still, as if dead: but her big eyes, wide
open, glittered in the gloom, staring upwards at
the slender rafters, motionless and unseeing. She
was in a high fever, and evidently unconscious.
Her cheeks were sunk shghtly, her lips were
partly open, and on the young face there was
the ominous and fixed expression—the absorbed,
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B¢y EOMCHIE 2 L 20T, IO 2 6 DT, HOK
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made out=disccrned.
as If dend =105 if she had been dead.

absorbed — deeply engrosse | [ |,

e

shoved = moved.

who had come=as he had come,

hid nothing on but his saromg = had only his sarong on.
short = suddenly, ' :




contemplating expression of the unconscious who
are going to die. The two men stood looking
down at her in silence. |

““Has she been long ill ? " asked the traveller,

“I have not slept for five nights,” answered
the Malay, in a deliberate tone. “ At first she
heard voices calling her from the water and
struggled against me who held her. But since
the sun of toc-day rose she hears nothing—she
hears not me. She sees nothing. She sees not
me—me ! ”’

He remained silent for a minute, then asked
softy —

“Tuan, will she die?”

“I fear so,” said the white man sorrowfully.
MHe had known Arsat years ago, in a far country
in times of trouble and danger, when no friendship
1s to be despised. ) And since his Malay friend
had come unexpectedly to dwell in the hut on
the lagoon with a strange woman, he had slept
many times there, in his journeys up and down
the river. “He liked the man who knew how to
keep faith in council and how to fight without
fear by the side of his white friend. He liked
him—not so much perhaps as a man likes his

e —
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the uncounsclous=unconscious pcople
she heurs not me =she docs not hear my voice.

¥ four so=I think so, though I am sorry,
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favourite dog—but still he liked him well enough
to help and ask no questions, to think sometimes
vaguely and hazily in the midst of his own pursuits,
about the lonely man and the long-haired woman
with audacious face and triumphant eyes, who lived
together hidden by the forests—alone and feared.

" The white man came out of the hut in time to
see the enormous conflagration of sunset put out
by the swift and stealthy shadows that, rising
like a black and impalpable vapour above the tree-
tops, spread over the heaven, extinguishing the
crimson low of floating clouds and the red brilliance
of departing daylight. In a few moments all the
stars came out above the intense blackness of the
earth, and the great lagoon gleaming suddenly
with reflected lights resembled an oval patch of
night sky flung down into the hopeless and abysmal
night of the wilderness. The white man had some
supper out of the basket, then collecting a few
sticks that lay about the platform, made up a
small fire, not for warmth, but for the sake of
the smoke, which would keep off the mosquitos.
He wrapped himself in his blankets and sat with

enough to help - questions 2 { OIFFE L LR Lo Eld/R
BT L L,
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his back against the reel wall of the house,
smoking thoughtfully

Arsat came through the doorway with noiseless
steps and squatted down by the fire. The white
man moved his outstretched legs a little.

““She breathes, ” said Arsat in a low voice,
anticipating the expected question. * She breathes
and burns as if with a great fire. She speaks
not ; she hears not—and burns!” |

He paused for a moment, then asked in a quiet,
incurious tone—

“Tuan. . . will she die?”

The white man moved his shoulders uneasily,
and muttered in a hesitating manner—

‘“If such is her fate.”

“No, Tuan,” said Arsat camly. “If such is
my fate. I hear, I sce, I wait. [ remember ..
lTuan, do you remembher the old days? Do you
remember my brother? ”

“Yes,” said the white man. The Malay rose
suddenly and went in. The other, sitting still
outside, could hear the voice in the hut. Arsat
said : “ Hear me! Speak!” His words were
succeeded by a complete silence.  “ O Diamelen!”
he cried suddenly. After that cry there was a

she breathes=she is living,
expected question [ FJADON > 2 5 TLH M
s If with a great fire=as if she burned with a great fire
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deep sigh. Arsat came out and sank down again
in his old place. ' '

'"They sat in silence before the fire. There was
no sound within the house, there was no sound
near them; but far away on the lagoon they could
“hear the voices of the boatmen ginging fitful and
distinct on the calm water. *The fire in the bows
of the sampan shone faintly in the distance with
a hazy red glow. Then it died out. The voices
ceased. The land and the water slept invisible,
unstirring and mute. W was as though there had
been nothing left in the world but the glitter of
stars streaming, ceaseless and vain, through the
black stillness of the night. |

The white man gazed straight before him into
the darkness with wide-open eyes. Khe fear and
fascination, the inspiration and the wonder of death
—of death near, unavoidable, and unseen, soothed
the unrest of his race and stirred the most indistinct,
the most intimate of his thoughts. The ever-ready
suspicion of evil, the gnawing suspicion that lurks
in our hearts, flowed out into the stillness round
him—into the stillness profound and dumb, and
made it appear untrustworthy and infamous, like

— — —

sunk down=sat down wutﬁy.

old pluce L7273 0T,

invisible=in the dark,

had been left—but=had Lein left in the werld oly.
mear=happening under his own noss,
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unrest of his race=vigorous pursuit of wealth characteristic of the

Euaropeans,

ever-ready =always present. .
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the placid and impenetrable mask of an unjustifiable
violence. In that flecting and powerful disturbance
of his being the earth enfolded in the starlight
peace becam= a shadowy country of inhuman
strife, a battlefield of phantoms térrible and
charming, august or ignoble, struggling ardently
for the possession of our helpless hearts. ‘An
unquiet and mysterious country of inextinguishable
desires and fears.

A plaintive murmur rose in the night; a murmur
saddening and startling, as if the great solitudes
of surrounding woods had tried to whisper into
his ear the wisdom of their immense and lofty
indifference.  Sounds hesitating and vacue floated
in the air round him, shaped themselves slowly
into words; and at "last flowed on gently in a

murmuring stream of soft and monotonous sentences.

He stirred like a man waking up and changed
his position slightly.  Arsat, motionless and
shadowy, sitting with bowed head under the stars,
was speaking in a low and dreamy tone—

“. ... for where can we lay down the heaviness
of our - trouble but in a friend’s heart? A man

must speak of war and of love. You, Tuan,

un justifinble = incxcusable, | .

In that flecting—being=In his heart much disturbed for a time
in this way=As his heart was much disturbed for a time in th's way.
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know what war is, and you have seen me in time

of danger seek death as other men seek life! A
writing may be lost; a lie may be written; but
what the eye has seen is truth and remains in the
mind ! "

“1 remember,” said the white man quietly.
Arsat went on with mournful composure—

“ Therefore 1 shall speak to you of love. Speak '

in the night. Speak before both night and love
are gone—and the eye of day looks upon my
sorrow and my shame; upon ‘my blackened faze;
upon my burnt-up heart.”

A sigh, short and faint, marked an almost
imperceptible pause, and then his words flowed
on, without a stir, without a gesture.

“ After th> time of trouble and war was over
and yo1 went away from my country in the pursuit
of your desires, which we, men of thz islands,
cannot understand, I and my brother became again,
as we had been before, the sword-bearers of the
Ruler. You know we were men of family, belonging

to a ruling race, and more fit than any to carry.

on our right shoulder the emblem of power. And

—
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in the time of prosperity Si Dendring showed us
favour, as we, in time of sorrow, had showed to
him the faithfulness of our courage. It was a
time of peace. A timz of deer-hunts and cock-
fights; of idle talks and foolish squabbles between
men whose bellies are full and waapons are rusty.
But the sower watched the young rice-shoots grow
up without fear, and the traders came and went,
departed lean and returned fat into the river of
peace. They brought news too. . Brought lies and
truth mixed together, so that no man knew when
to rejoice and when to be sorry. We heard from
them about you a'so.  They had seen you here
and had seen you there. And I was glad to
hear, for I remembered the stirring times, and I
always remembered you, Tuan, till the time came
whien my eyes could see nothing in the past,
because they had looked upon- the one who
is dying there—in the house.”

He stopped to exclaim in an intense whisper,
“(0O Mara bahia! O Calamity!” then went on
- speaking a little iouder.

“ There’s no worsz enemy and no better friend
than a brother, Tuan, for one brother knows

-

Si Dendring =the ruler’s name,
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another, and in perfect knowledge is strength for
good or evil. I loved my brother. | went to
him and told him that I could see nothing but
one face, hear nothing but one voice. He told
me, ‘Open your heart so that she can see what
‘s in it—and wait. Patience is wisdom. Inchi
Midah may die or our Ruler may throw off his
fear ofawoman?! ... I waited! ... You remember
the lady with the veiled face, Tuan, and the fear
of our Ruler before her cunning and temper. And if
she wanted her servant, what could I do? Dut
I fed the hunger of my heart on short glances
and stealthy words. I loitered on the path to
the bath-houses in the daytime, and when the
sun had fallen bzhind the forest I crept along
the jasminz hedges of the women’s courtyard.
Unseeing, we spoke to one another through the
scent of flowers, through the veil of leaves,
through the blades of long grass that stood stil]
before our lips; so great was our prudence, so
faint was the murmur of our great longing. The
time passed swiftly . . . and there were whispers
amongst women—and our enemies watched—my

nothing bui=only.
Patience is wisdom=1It is wise for yo1 to wait. (i.c. to be patient,)

Imehli Midah =the nams of the ruler’s wife.
before her cunning and temper=2aficct d Dby the power of her

c¢imaing and anger.
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brother was gloomy, and I began to think of
killing and of a fierce death . . . We are of a
people who take what they want— like you
whites. There is a time when a man should
forget loyalty and respect. Might and authority
are given to rulers, but to all men is given love
and strength and courage. My brother said,
‘You shall take her from their midst. We are
two who are like one” And I answered, *‘l.et
it be soon, for I find no warmth in sunlight that
does not shine upon her.” Our time came when
the Ruler and all the great pzople went to the
mouth of the river to fish by torchligcht. There
were hundreds of boats, and on the white sand,
between the water and the forests, dwellings of
leaves were built for the households of the Rajahs.

Thz smoke of cooking-fires was like a blue mist
of the evening,» and many voices rang in it
joyfully. While they were making the boats'
ready to beat up the fish, my brother came to
me and said, ‘Tomnight!” I Iooked to my
weapons, and when the time came our canoz took
its placz in the circle of boats carrying the torches.
The lights blazed on the water, but behind the

I begun 1o think of killing and of a fierce death=1 Legan to
think of running amuck. To run amuck or amock 2 (FAZSIBIIERL T |
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boats there was darkness. When the shouting

began and the excitement made them like mad

we dropped out. The water swallowed our fire,
and*we floated back to the shore that was dark
with only ‘here and there the glimmer of emboars.
We could hear the talk of slave-girls amongst the
sheds. Then we found a place deserted and
silent. We waited there. She came. She came
running along the shore, rapid and leaving no
trace, like a leaf driven by the wind into the sea.
My brother said gloomily, ‘Go and take her:
carry her into our boat’ I lifted her in my
arms.  She panted. Her heart was beating
against my breast. 1 said, ‘I take you from
thosz people. You came to the cry of my heart,
but my arms take you into my boat against the
will of the great!’ It is right,’ said my brother.
*We are men who take what we want and can
hold it against many. We should have taken her
in daylight.” I said, ‘Let us be off;’ for since she
was in my boat I began to think of our Ruler’s
many men. )f Yes. Let us be off, said my
brother. ‘We are cast out and this boat is our
country now —and the sea is our refuge” He
lingered with, his foot on the shore, and 1

—_—
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entreated him to hasten, for I remembered the
strokes of her heart against my breast and thought
that two men cannot withstand a hundred. \V ¢
left, paddling downstream close to the ban% ; and
as we passed by the creek where they were
fishing, the great shouting had ceaszd, but the
murmur of voices was loud like the humming of
insects flying at noonday. The boats floated,
clustered together, in the red light of torches,
under a black roof of smoke; and men talked of
their sport. Men that boasted, and praised, and
Jeered—men that would have been our friends in
the morning, but on that nigat were already our
enemies. |We paddled swiftly past. We had no
more friends in the country of our birth. She
sat in the middle of the canoe with covered face -
silent as she is now : unseeing as she is now—
and 1 had no regret at what I was leaving
beeause I could hear her breathing close to me-—
as I can hear her now.”

He paused, listened with his ‘ear turned to the
doorway, then shook his head and went on.

“My brother wanted to shout the cry of
challenge—one cry only—to let the people know
we were freeborn robbers who trusted our arms

clustered together =Dbeins clustered together,
under u bleek roof of smoke=Dbeinz covered b y black smaoke,
mea ihnt would have been our friends in the morning - /.,
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and the great sea. ‘And again I begged him in
the nam:= of our love to be silent. Could I not
hear her breathing closz to me? I knew the
pursuit would come quick enough. My brother
loved me. He dipped his paddle without a splash.
He only said, ‘ There is half a man in you now
—the other half is in that woman. I can wait.
When you are a whole man again, you will come
back with me here to shout defiance. We are
sons of the same mother.” 1 made no answer.
All my strength and all my spirit were in my
hands that held the paddle—for I longed to be
with her in a safe place beyond th= reach of
men's anger and of women’s spite. My love
was so great, that I thought it could guide me
to a country where death was unknown, if I
could only escape from Inchi Midah’s fury and
_from our Ruler's sword. We paddled with haste,
breathmg through our teeth. The blades bit deep
in the smooth water. We passed out- of the
river; we flew in clear channzls amongst the
shallows. We skirted the black coast ; we skirted
the sand beaches where the sea spezaks in whispers
to the land ; and the gleam of white sand flashed
back past our boat, so swiftly she ran upon the
water.  We spoke not.  Only once I said, ¢ Sleep,

Could I mot—me ?=1 could hear her breathing closz to me.
1o be=10 live.
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Diamelen, for soon ‘you may want all your
strength. I heard the sweetness of her voice,
but I never turned my head. The sun rose and
still. we weat on. Water fell from my face like
rain from a cloud. We flew in the light and
heat. I never looked back, but I knew that my
brother’s eyes, behind me, were looking steadily
ahead, for the boat went as straight as a bush-
man’s dart, when it leaves the end of the
sumpitan. There was no better paddler, no better

steersman than my brother. Many times, together, _

we had won races in that cance. But we never
had put out our strength as we did then—then,
when for the last time we paddled together !
There was no braver or stronger man in our
country than my brother. I could not spare the
strength to turn my head and look at him, but
every moment | heard the hiss of his breath
getting louder behind me.  Still he did not speak.
The sun was high. The heat clung to my back
ke a flame of fire. My ribs were ready to
burst, but I could no longer get enough air into
my chest. And then I felt'I must cry out with
-my last breath, ‘Let usrest!’ .. . *Good!’ he

answered ; and his voice "was firm. He was
strong. He was brave. He knew not fear and
no fatigue . . My brother!"” -

the sweetnrss of her voice—her sweel voice.
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A murmur powerful and gentle, a murmur vast
and faint ; the murmur of trembling leaves, of
stirring boughs, ran through the tangled depths
of the forests, ran over the starry smoothness
of the lagoon, and the water between the piles
lapped the slimy timber once with a sudden splash.
A breath of warm air touched the two men's
faces and passed on with a mournful sound—a
breath loud and short like an uneasy sigh of the
dreaming earth.

Arsat went on in an even, low voice.

“We ran our canoe on the white beach of a
little bay close to a long tongue of land that
scemed to bar our road; a long wooded cape
going far into the sea. My brother knew that
place. Beyond the cape a river has its entgance;
and through the jungle of that land there 1s a
narrow path. We made a fire and cooked rice.
Then we lay down to sleep on the soft sand in
the shade of our canoe, while she watched. No
sooner had I closed my eyes than I heard her
cry of alarm. We leaped up. The sun was
halfway down the sky already, and coming in
sight in the opening of the bay we saw a prau
manned by many paddlers. We knew it at once;
it was one of our Rajah’s praus. 'lThey were
watching the shore, and saw us. They beat the

— —— e —
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gong, and turned the head of the prau into ths
bay. I felt my heart become weak witlin my
breast. Diamelen sat on the sand and covered
her face. There was no escape by sea. My
brother laughed. He had the guy you had given
him, Tuan, before you went away, but there was
only a handful of powder. He spoke to me
quickly : “ Run with her along the path. I shall
keep them back, for they have no firearms, and
landing in the face of a man with a gun is certain
death for some. Run with her. On the other
side of that wood there is a fisherman’s house—
and a cance. \When I have fired all the shots I
will follow. I am a great runner, and before
they can come up we shall be gone. I will hold
out as long as I can, for she is but a woman—
that can neither run nor fight, but she has your
heart in her weak hands.’ He dropped behind

the canoe. The prau was coming. She and I
ran, and as we rushed along the path T heard
shots. My brother fired — once — twice — and
the boommg of the gong ceased. There was
silence behind us. That n=ck of land is narrow.
Before I heard my brother fire the third shot
[ saw the shelving shore, and I saw the
water again: the mouth of a broad river. We

n hundfel=2a small amount,
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crossed a grassy glade. We ran down to the
water. I saw a low hut above the black mud,
and a small canoe hauled up. I ‘heard another
shot behind me. I thought, ‘That is his last
charge.” We rushed down to the cance; a man
came running from the hut, but I leaped on him,
and we rolled together in the mud. Then I got
up, and he lay still at my feet. I don't know
-whether I had killed him or not. I and Diamelen
pushed the canoe afloat. I heard yells behin
me, and I saw my brother run across the glade.
Many men were bounding after him. [ took her
in my arms and threw her into the boat, then
leaped in myself. When I looked back I saw
that my brother had fallen. He fell and was up
again, but the men were closing round him. He
shouted, ‘I am coming !’ The men were close to
‘him. I looked. Many men. Fhen I looked at
her. Tuan, I pushed the canoe! I pushed it
mto deep water. She was kneeling forward
looking at me, and I said, * Take your paddle,’
while I struck the water with mine. Tuan, I heard
him cry. I heard him cry my name twice; and
[ heard voices shouting, ‘Kill! Strike!’ 1 never
turned back. I heard him calling my name again
with a great shrick, as when life is going out
together with the voice—and I never turned my
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head. My own name! . . . My brother! Three
times he called—but I was not afraid of life. Was
she not there in that canoe? And could I not
with her find a country where death is forgotten
—where death is unknown!”

The white man sat up. Arsat rose and stood,
an indistinct and silent figure above the dying
embers of the fire. Over the lagoon a mist
drilting and low had crept, erasing slowly the
glittering images of the stars. And now a great
expanse of white vapour covered the land : it
flowed cold and grey in the darkness, eddied in
noiseless whirls round the tree-trunks and about
the platform of the house, which seemed to float
upon a restless and impalpable illusion of a sea.
Only far away the tops of the trees stood out-
lined on the twinkle of heaven, like a sombre and
forbidding shore—a coast deceptive, pitiless and
black.

Arsat's voice vibrated loudly in the profound
peace.

“I bhad her there! I had her! To get her
I would have faced all mankind. But I had her
—an :

His words went out ringing into the empty
distances. He paused, and seemed to listen to
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Was she mot—unknown ! -1 thoaght, “Is she not here in this
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them dying away very far—beyond help and
beyond recall. Then he said quietly—

“Tuan, I loved my brother.”

A breath of wind made him shiver. High above
his head, high above the silent sea of mist the
drooping leaves of the palms rattled together
with a mournful and expiring sound. .The white
man stretched his legs. His chin rested on his
chest, and he murmured sadly without lifting his
head— |

“We all love our brothers. ™

Arsat burst out with an intense whispering
violence—

“What did I care who died? I wanted peace
in my own heart.”

He seemed to hear a stir in the house—listened
'—then stepped in noiselessly. The white man
stood up. A breeze was coming in fitful puffs.
The stars shone paler as if they had retreated
into the frozen depths of immense space. After
a chill gust of wind there were a few seconds ot
perfect calm and absolute silence. Then from
behind the black and wavy line of the forests a
column of golden light shot up into the heavens
and spread over the semi-circle of the eastern
horizon. The sun had risen. The mist lifted,

What did I eare who died 2=1 did not carc a straw wlo dicd.
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broke into drifting patches, vanished into  thin
flying wreaths ; and the unveiled lagoon lay, pol-
ished and Dblack, in the heavy shadows at the foot
of the wall of trees. A white cagle rose over it
with a slanting and ponderous flight, reached the
clear sunshine and appeared dazzlingly briliant
for a moment, then soarinz higher, beccame a
dark and motionless speck before it vanished into
the blue as if it had left the earth for ever. The
white man, standing gazing upwards before the
doorway, heard in the hut a confused and broken
murmur of distracted words ending with a loud
groan. Suddenly Arsat stumbled out with out-
stretched hands, shivered, and stoad still for some
time with fixed eyes. Then he said—

“She burns no more. ”

Before his face the sun showed its edoe above
the tree-tops, rising steadily. The breeze fresh-
ened ; a great brilliance burst upon the lagoon,
sparkled on the rippling water. The forests came
out of the clear shadows of the morning, became
distinct, as if they had rushed nearer—to stop
short in a great stir of leaves, of nodding boughs,
of swaying branches. In the merciless sunshine
the whisper of unconscious life grew louder, spzak-
Ing in an incomprehensible voice round the dumb

—

unconscious life=natural life. (cf, conscious life=Thuman life)
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darkness of that human sorrow. Arsat’'s eyes
wandered s'owly, then stared at the rising *sun.

“l can see nothing,” he said half aloud to
himself.

*“ There is nothing, " said the white man, moving
to the edge of the platform and waving his hand
to his boat. A shout came faintly over the lagoon
and the sampan began to glide towards the abode
of the friend of ghosts. _

“If you want to come with me, I w.l wait all
the morning, " said the white man, looking away
upon the water.,

“No, Tuan,” said Arsat softly. “I shall not
eat or sleep in this house, but I must first see
my road. Now I can see nothing—sez nothing !
There is no light and no peace in the world;
but there is death—death for many. We were
sons of the same mother—and I left him in the
midst of enemies; but I am going back now. "

He drew a long breath and went on in a dreamy
tone. '

“In a little while 1 shall see clear enough to
strike—to strike. But she has died, and . . .
now . . . darkness.”

He flung his arms wide open, let them fall
along his body, then stood still with unmoved

half sloud=half audibly.
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face and stony eyes, staring at the sun. The
white man got down into his canoe. The polers
ran smartly along the sides of the boat, looking
over their shoulders at the beginning of a weary
journey. \ High in the stern, his head muffled up
in white rags the juragan sat moody, letting his
paddle trail in the water. The white man, leaning
with both arms over the grass roof of the little
cabin, looked back at the shining ripple of the
boat's wake. Before the sampan passed out of
the lagoon into the creek he lifted his eyes. Arsat
had not moved. He stood lonely in the search-
ing sunshine; and h= looked bzyond the great
light of a cloudless day into the darkness of a
world of illusions.

stony =unfecling or mo'ionless as a stone.
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AN- OUTPOST OF PROGRESS i 3 O # W ok

L 1

Tuere were two white men in charge of the —ADFIAL ZORBDMIRIT 24T LT Ao LD

trading station. Kayerts, the chief, was short P SR
. : : . =7 PR T A Ttz 48 L) h —
and fat ;» Carlier, the assistant, was tall, with a i CAT 221 TOn— 9 (2,
large head and a very broad trunk perched upon RS Ty REATAL . & T LMY, R o) 1
a long pair of thin legs. The third man on the CRDOTE D, KBS THEZRAOME. o = 5e
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staff was a Sierra [.eone nigger, who maintained s S |
that his name was Henry Price. However, for Tail Uy SO0y Fiﬁaﬁli'\/ Jers4ant
some reason or other, the natives down the river iR LT2o 205 05 L5 FHROAASIL, Hic 2 — 5

had given him the name of Makola, and it stuck
to him -through all his wanderings about the
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country. He spoke English and French with a h DUTHD LD L ROt va =300, BOWS b
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stood bcok-keeping, and cherished in his innermost
heart the worship of evil spirits. His wife was
a negress from Loanda, very large and very
noisy. Three children rolled about in sunshine
before the door of his low, shed-like dwelling.
Makola, taciturn and impenetrable, despised the
two white men. He had charge of a small clay
storehouse with a dried-grass roof, and pretended
to keep a correct account of beads, cotton cloth,
red kerchiefs, brass wire, and other trade goods
it contained, Besides the storehouse and Makola's
hut, there was only one large building in the
cleared ground of the station. It was built neatly
of reeds, with a verandah on all the four sides.
There were three rooms in it. The one in the
middle was the living-room, and had two rough
tables and a few stools in it. The other two
were the bedrooms for the white men. Each
had a bedstead and a mosquito net for all furni-
ture. The plank floor was littered with the
belongings of the white men; open half-empty

chevished=clung to...[...|2%E2>7: 1,
in his innermost heart [ LOBIE T |,

negress negro @ feminine form.
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boses, torn wearing apparel, old boots; all the By BRSO, PRI RS/, Bz R, T
things dirty, and all the things broken, that ac- ML 3 LS PO, FEREGH L DOOA R
- cumulate mysteriously round untidy men. There REOBROR, B DML L DAL MO TRA. >

was also another dwelling-place some distance SORD &> 1 135 5 o i
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high protections. He had been the first chief of RS e
that station. Makola had watched the energetic S SIERD S FIIZHO Ty 22 L HEEDRROD
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his usual kind of “I told you so” indifference. ADBBELEE T B LR TRO10OTH DI b b —
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with, by-and-by. At any rate the director of the
Great Trading Company, coming up in a steamer
that resecmbled an enormous sardine box with a
flat-roofed shed erected on it, found the station
in good order, and Makola as usual quietly
diligent. The director had the cross put up over
the first agent’'s grave, and appointed Kayerts
to the post. Carlier was told off as second in
charge. The director was a man ruthless and
efficient, who at times, but very imperceptibly,
indulged in grim humour. He made a speech to
Kayerts and Carlier, pointing out to them the
promising aspect of their station. The nearest
trading-post was about three hundred miles away.
It was an exceptional opportunity for them to
distinguish themselves and to earn percentages on
the trade. This appointment was a favour done
to beginners. Kayerts was moved almost to
tears by his director’s kindness. He would, he
said, by doing his best, try to justify the Hatter-

by-and-hy = soon,
director [ | (W] - O8A (18 T4 5 BRI managing direcios
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ing confidence, &c., &c. Kayerts had been in
the Administration of the Telegraphs, and knew
how to express himself correctly. Carlier, an ex-
non-commissioned officer of cavalry in an army
guaranteed from harm by several European Powers,
was less impressed. If there were commissions
to get, so much the better ; and, trailing a sulky
olance over the river, the forests, the impenetrable
bush that seemed to cut off the station from the
rest of the world, he muttered between his. teeth,
“We shall see, very soon.”

Next day, some bales of cotion goods and a
few cases of provisions having been thrown on
shore, the sardine-box steamer went off, not to
return for another six months. On the deck the
dirdctor touched his cap to the two agents, who
stood on the bank waving their hats, and turning
to an old servant of the Company on his passage
to headquarters, sid, ‘“l.ook at those two im-
beciles. They must be mad at home to send

e —

knew how to...=oould......
 express himself=speak,
an army guaranteed — Powers B /g, Bk o Tovers (1
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wis less impressed=was not so mich impressad as Koyerts,
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me such specimens. I told those fellows to plant
a vegetable garden, builld new storehouses and
fences, and construct a landing-stage. 1 bzt no-
thing will be done! They won’t know how to
begin. I always thought the station on this river
useless, and they just fit the station!”

“They will form themselves there,”
old stager with a quiet smile.

“ At any rate, I am rid of them for six months,”
retorted the director.

Th= two men watched the steamer round the
bend, then, ascending arm in arm the slope of
the bank, returned to the station. They had been
in this vast and dark country only a very short
time, and as yet always in the midst of other
white men, under the eye and guidance of therr
superiors. And now, dull as they were to the
subtle influences of surroundings, they felt them-
selves very much alone. when suddenly left un-
assistel to face th: wilderness; a wilderness
rendered more strange, more incomprenensible

——

specimens | LA L] AILZSE o {BEOERLX(LI T,

“item” L ZTIMERIZAW,

rnding-stage [ [-[£3 |,

I bet=surcly.

form themselves [ [1 7= ¥ A cf. “form 01e’s character ” [ A
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watehed the steamer round the bend=watched the stcamer go
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durk = unciyilized.
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amvler—=placed under,

the eye=the watch,
dull us they were -though they were dull
subtle =cobscure, [E2{L7: L,
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by the mysterious glimpses of the vigorous life
it cortanel. They were two perfectly insignificant
and 1acavable individuals, whose existece is only
rendered possibl: throuzh the high organisation
of civilis:d crowls. Few men realise that their
life, the very essence of their character, their
capabilities and their audacities, are only the ex-
pression of their belief in the safety of their
surroundings. The courrge, the composure, the
confidence ; the emotions and principles; every
great and every insignificant thought belongs not
to the individual but to the crowd: to the crowd
that believes blindly in the irresistible force of its
institutions and of its morals, in the power of its
police and of its opinion. But the contact with
pure unmtigated savagery, with primitive nature
and primitive man, brings sudden and profound
trouble into the heart. To the sentiment of being
alone of one's kind, to the clear perception of
the loneliness of one’s thoughts, of one’s sensations
—to the negation of the habitual, which is safe,

glimypse=swift passing appcarance.
life=animate existence [ 4= | [T |
Insignifieant [ 5 |22 L0,
individuaal=person,

whose existence=—and their existence=and their life.
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there ‘is added the affirmation of the unusval
which is dangerous ; a suggestion of things vague,
uncontrollable, and repulsive, whose discomposing
Intrusion excites the imagination and tries the
cvilised nerves of the foolish and the wise alike.

Kayerts and Carlier walked arm in arm, draw-
Ing close to one another as children do in the
dark ; and they had the same, not altogether
unpleasant, sense of danger which one half sus-
pects to be imaginary. They chatted persistently
in familiar tones. “ Our station is prettily situat-
ed,” said one. The other assented with enthusiasm,
enlarging volubly on the beauties of the situation.
Then they passed near the grave. “ Poor devil ! *
said Kayerts. “He died of fever, didn’t ha? "
muttered Carlier, stopping short. “Why,” re-
torted Kayerts, with indignation, ““I've been told
that the fellow exposed himself recklessly to the
sun. lhe climate here, everybody says, is not
at all worse than at home, as long as you keep
out of the sun. Do you hear that Carlier? I

wllirmation of the nwnusanl [SLHD N | & (THFO B L (1%
RDT(ITOT: L LR LSO THS & VC3E U e 2,

whose discomposing intrusion =which [ =the suggestion) intrud-
ing discomposingly

tries=strains, [ Rk L 3 |,
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chattel perilstently =chatted away.

beaunties [ W |,

devil =fcllow.

stopping short =:lo, ping snddenly.
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am chief here, and my orders are that you should
not expose yourself to the sun!” He assumed
his superiority jocularly, but his mecaning was
serious. The idea that he would, perhaps, have
to bury Carlier and remain alone, gave him an
inward shiver. He felt suddenly that this Carlier
was more precious to him here, in the centre of
Africa, than a brother could be anywhere else.
- Carlier, entering into the spirit of the thing, made
a military salute and answered in a brisk tone,
“Your orders shall be attended to, chief
Then he burst out laughing, slapped Kayerts on
the back, and shouted, “We shall let life run
easily here! Just sit still and gather in the Ivory
thos= savages will bring. This country has its
good points, after all!™ They both laughed
loudly while Carlier thougit : That poor Kayerts ;
hz is so fat and unhealthy. It would be awful
if I had to bury him here. Ho is a man I
respect. . . . DBefore they reached the verandah
of their house they called one another my dear
ietlow.”

The first day they were very active, pottering
about with hammers and nails and red calico, to
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Put up curiains, make their house habitable and
pretty ; resolved to settle down comfortably to
their new life. For them an impossible task.
To grapple effectually with even purely material
problems requires more serenity of mind and
more lofty courage than people generally im'aginef
No two beings could have been more unfitted for
such a struggle, Society, not from any tender-
ness, but bzacause of its strange needs, had taken
care of those two men, forbidding them all in-
dependent thought, all initiative, all departure
from routine; and forbidding it under pain of
death. They could only live on condition of
being machines., And now, released from the
fostering care of men with pens behind the ears,
or of men with gold lace on the sleeves, they
were like those lifelong prisoners who, liberated
after many years, do not know what use to make
of their freedom. They did not know what use
to- make of their faculties, being both, through
want of practice, incapable of independent thought.

At the end of two months Kayerts often would
say, “If it was not for my Melie, you wouldn’t

habitable =comortalle,

grapple with=Iry (o so]ve.

lefty =distinguished,

struggle =cffort.

Strange need | REELpm ]| VCADILEFTVBREFNLLIAZOF
RENIRIFSEKILBL ¢ 500k,
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catch me here.” Melie was his daughter. He
had throwa up his post in the Administration of
the Telegraphs, though he had bezn for seventeen
years perfectly happy there, to earn a dowry
for his girl. His wife was dead, and the child
was being brought up by his sisters. He re-
gretted the streets, the pavements, the cafés, his
friends of ‘many years; all the things he used to
see, day after day ; all the thoughts suggested
by familiar things—the thoughts effortless, monot-
onous, and soothing of a Government clerk ; he
regretted all the gossip, the small enmities, the
mild venom, and the little jokes of Government
offices. “If I had had a decent brother-in-law,”
Carlier would remark, “a fellow with a heart,
I would not be here.”” He had left the army
and had made himself so obnoxious to his family
by his laziness and impudence, that an exasper-
ated brother-in-law had made superhuman efforts
to procure him an appointment in the Company
as a second-class agent. Having not a penny in
the world, he was compelled to accept this means
of livelihood as soon as it became quite clear to
him that there was nothing more to squeeze out

euteh = find,

dowry [} B8] REO KX IFH DN LD LT L
Vo |

regretied =wished that l.e could see or hear again.
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of his relations. He, like Kayerts, regretted his
old life. He regretted the clink of sabre and
spurs on a fine afternoon, the barrack-room
witticisms, the girls of garrison towns; but, be-
sides, he had also a sense of grievance. He
was evidently a much illused man. This made
him moody, at times. But the two men got on
well together in the fellowship of their stupidity
and laziness. Together they did nothing, absolute-
ly nothing, and enjoyed the sense of the idleness

for which they were paid- And in time they

came to feel something resembling affection for
one another.

They lived like blind men in a large room,
aware only of what came in contact with them
(and of that only imperfectly), but unable to see
the general aspect of things. The river, the
forest, all the great land throbbing with life, were
like a great emptiness. Even the brilliant sun-
shine disclosed nothing intelligible. Things appeared
and disappeared before their eyes in an uncon-
nected and aimless kind of way. The river semed
to come from nowhere and flow nowhither. It
flowed through a void. Out of that void, at
times, came canoes, and men with spears in their

sense of grievamee=consciousness of wrong done.
semse =Dodily feeling in general.

came = became.
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hands would suddenly crowd the yard of the
station. They were naked, glossy black, orna-
mented with snowy shells and glistening brass
wire, perfect of limb. They made an uncouth
babbling mnoise when they spoke, moved in a
stately manner, and sent quick, wild glances out
of their startled, never-resting eyes. Those war-
riors would squat in long rows, four or more
deep, before the verandah, while their chiefs bar-
gained for hours with Makola over an elephant
tusk. Kayerts sat on his chair and looked down
on the proceedings, understanding nothing. He
stared at them with his round blye cyes, called
out to Carlier, *“ Here, look! look at that fellow

there—and that other one, to the left. Did you
cver see such a face? Oh, the funny brute ! ”

Carlier, smoking native tobacco in a short
wooden pipe, would swagger up twirling his
moustaches, and, surveying the warriors with
haughty indulgence, would say—

“Fine animals. Brought any bone? Yes? [¢'s
not any too soon. lLook at the muscles of that
fellow—third from the end. I wouldn't care to
get a punch on the nose from him. Fine arms,

woull saddenly erowd =were suddenly seen to crowd.
unconth=sirange.

sent =cmilied,

w(nld=were scen to,

Here [ 350 | 30402783,
brute=fellow,

native=native to the soil [ % DL THHES ],
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Fine animals="They are fine animals,
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but legs no good below the knee. Couldn't make
cavalry men of them.” And after glancing down
complacently at his own shanks, he always con-

cluded : ““Pah! Don’t they stink! You, Makola!

Take that herd over to the fetish” (the store-
house was in every station called the fetish,
perhaps because of the spirit of civilisation it
contained) “and give them up some of ,the rub-
bish you keep there. I'd rather see it full of
bone than full of rags.”

Kayerts approved.

“Yes, yes! Go and finish that palaver over
there, Mr. Makola. I will come round when you
are ready, to weigh the tusk. We must be
careful. ”  Then, turning to his companion “ This
is the tribe that lives down the river; they are
rather aromatic. I remember, they had been
once before here. D'ye hear that row? What
a fellow has got to put up with in this dog of a
country ! My head is split. ”

Such profitable visits were rare. For days the

legs mo good=legs of no wse. [#¢(1237: 700 0 L
couldn’t muke — them=we cou'dn’t [even if we teied to) make

cavalry men of them [& LAt fbwCHE: LTt Tl
VCHIBETZ S 5 ]5 of them @ of (IR %170

Pah! 8o interjection,

Don't they stink ?=How they stink!

fetish STADMIET 2 [l B &0 ARM: % GDWDEM!’.
rubblish = worthless things,
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what =what a lot.
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two pioneers of trade and progress would look
on their empty courtyard in the vibrating ! rilliance
of vertizal sunshine. Below the high bank, the
silent river flowed on glittering and steady. On
the sands in the middle of the stream, hippos
anl aligators sunned themselves side by side.
And stretching .away in all directions, surrounding
the insignificant cleared spot of the trading post,
immense forests, hiding fateful complications of
fantastic life, lay in the eloquent silence of mute
greatness. The two men understood nothing,
cared for nothing but for the passage of days
that separated them from the steamer’'s return.
Their predecessor had left some torn books. They
took up these wrecks of novels, and, as they had
never read anything of the kind before, they
were surprised and amused. Then during long
days there were interminable and silly discussions
about plots and personages. In the centre of
Africa they made the acquaintance of Richelieu
and of d’'Artagnan, of Hawk's Eye and of Father

look on=loock at with some show of feeling. .

vibrating brillisnce 5 FLAMEDT W HEX D LW ET S 2
o .

stendy =without stopping.

hippos=hippupotamuses,

imsignificant=of no imporlance.
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Goriot, and of many other people. All these
imaginary personages became subjects for gOssIp
as if they had been living friends. They dis-
counted their virtues, suspected their motives, de-
cried their successes : were scandalised at their
duplicity or were doubtful about their courage.
The accounts of crimes filled them with indig-
nation, while tender or pathetic passages moved
them deeply. Carlier cleared his throat and said
in a soldierly voice, “ What nonsense ! 7’ Kayerts,
his round eyes suffused with tears, his fat cheeks
quivering, rubbed his ball head, and declared,
“This is a splendid book. I had no idea there
were such clever fellows in the world.” They
also found some old copies of a home paper.
That print discussed what it was p'eased to call
“ Our Colonial Expansion” in high-flown language.
It spoke much of the rights and duties of civili-
sation, of the sacredness of the civilising work,
and extolled the merits of those who went about
bringing light, and faith, and commerce to the
dark places of the earth. Carlier and Kayerts
read, wondered, and began to think better of
themselves. Carlier said one evening, waving
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his hand .about, “In a hundred years, there will
be perhaps a town here. Quays, and warehous-
es, and barracks, and—and—billiard-rooms. Civi-
lisation, my boy, and virtue—and all. And then,
chaps will read that two good fellows, Kayerts

and Carlier, were the first civilised men to live

in this very spot!” Kayerts nodded, “Yes, it
is a consolation to think of that.” They seemed
to forget their dead predecessor ; but, early onz
day, Carlier went out and replanted the cross
firmly. “It used to make me squint whenever I
walked that way,”’ he explaind to Kayerts over
the morning coffee. “It made me squint, leaning
over so much. So I just planted it upright. And
solid, I promise you! I suspended myself with
both hands to the cross-piece. Not a move. Oh,
I did that properly.”

At times Gobila came to see them. Gobila was
the chief of the neighhouring villages. Ile was a
grey-hcaded savage, thin and black, with a white
cloth round his loins and a mangy panther skin
hanginy over his back. He came up with long
strides of his skeleton legs, swinging a staff as
tall as himself, and, entering the common room
of the station, would squat on his hzels to the

and all=and every thing else.
good =admirable.
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Properly =in a proper way=ag I should.
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left of the door. There he sat, watching Kayerts,
and now and then making a speech which the
other did not understand. Kayerts, without in-
terrupting his occupation, would from time to
time say in a friendly manner: “THow gozs it
you old image?” and they would smi'e at one
another. The two whites had a liking for that
old and incomprehensible creature, and called
him Father Gobila. Gobila’s manner was pater-
nal and he seemed really to love all white men.
They all appeared to him very young, indistin-
guishably alike (except for stature), and he knew
that they were all brothers, and also immortal.
The death of the artist, who was the first white
man whom he knew intimately, did not disturb
this belief, because he was firmly convinced that
the white stranger had pretended to die and got
himself buried for some mysterious purpose of
his own, into which it was useless to inquire.
Perhaps it was his way of going home to his
own country > At any rate, these were his brothers,
and he transferred his absurd affection to them.
They returned it in a way. Carlier slapped him
on the back, and recklessly struck off matches
for his amusement. Kayerts was always ready

his orcnpation=what he was doinZ,

from time to thme=occasionally [#§ %« |,
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got himself buried [15;0 87105k 2 <1,
into which=and into that

in &« way=more or less,

ready =wi.linZ.
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to let him have a sniff at the ammonia bottle.
In short, they behaved just like that other white
creature that had hidden itszlf in a hole in the
ground. Gobila considered them attentively. Per-
haps they were the same being with the other—
or one of them was. He couldn’t decide—clear
up that mystery; but he remained always very
friendly. In consequence of that friendship ths
women of Gobila’s village walked in single file
through the reedy grass, bringing every morning
to the station, fowls, and sweet potatoes, and
palm, wine, and sometimes a goat. The Company
never provisions the stations fully, and the agents
required those local supplies to live. They had
them through the good-will of Gobila, and lived
well Now and then one of them had a bout of
fever, and the other nursed him with gentle de-

votion. They did not think much of it. It left

them weaker, and their appearance changed for
the worse. Carlier was hollow-cyed and irritable.
Kayerts showed a drawn, flabby face above the
rotundity of his stomach, which gave him a weird
aspect. But being constantly together, they did
not notice the change that took place gradually
in their appearance, and also in their dispositions.

considered=gazed fixedly at.
or=0r at least,

in single file #7772 L To
bout = fit.
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Five months passed in that way:.
Then one morning, as Kayerts and Carlier,

lounging in their chairs under the verandah, talked
about the approaching visit of the steamer, a

*knot of armed men came out of the forest and

advanced towards the station. They were stran-
gers to that part of the country. They were
tall, slight, draped classically from neck t> heel
in blue fringed cloths, and carried percussion
muskets over their bare right shoulders. Makola
showed signs of excitement, and ran out of the
storehouse (where he spent all his days) to meet
these visitors. They came into the courtyard and
looked about them with steady, scornful giances
Their leader, a powerful and determined-looking

* negro with bloodshot eyes, stood in froat of the

verandah and made a long speech. He gestic-
ulated much, and ceased very suddenly.

There was something in his intonation, in the
sounds of the long sentences he used, that startled
the two whites. It was like a reminiscence of
something not exactly familiar, and yet resembling
the speech of civilised men. It sounded like one
of those impossible languages which sometimes
we hear in our dreams.

“What lingo is that?” said the amazed Car-
lier. “In the first moment I fancied the fellow

Xt=his spcech,
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was going to speak French. Anyway, it is a
different kind of gibberish to what we ever
heard. ”

“Yes, " replied Kayerts. *“ Hey, Makola, what
does he say ? Where do they come from? Who
are they?”

But Makola, who s<emed to be standing on
hot bricks, answered hurriedly, “I don’t know.
They come from very far. Perhaps Mrs. Price
will understand. They are perhaps bad men.”

The leader, after waiting for a while, said

something sharply to Makola, who shook -his

head. Then the man, after looking round, no-
ticed Makola’s hut and walked over there. The
next moment Mrs. Makola was heard speaking
with great volubility. The other strangers—they
were six in all—strolled about with an air of
ease, put their heads through the door of the
store-room, congregated round the grave, pointed
understandingly at the cross, and generally made
themselves at-home.

“I don’t like those chaps—and, I say, Kayerts,
they must be from the coast ; they’'ve got firearms, ”
observed the sagacious Calier.

Kayerts also did not like those chaps. They
both, for the first time, became aware that they

scemed to be standing=secmed to be uneasy as if standing.
who=Dbut he,
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lived in conditions where the unusual may be
dangerous, and that there was no power on
carth outside of themselves to stand between
them and the unusual. They became ‘uneasy,
went in and loaded their revolvers. Kayerts said,
“We must order Makola to tell them to go away
before dark.”

The strangers left in the afternoon, after eating
a meal prepared for them by Mrs. Makola. The
Immense woman was excited, and talked much with
the vistors, She rattled away shrilly, pointing here
and pointing there at the forests and at the river.
Makola sat apart and wached. At times he oot
up and whispered ta his wife. He accompanied
the strangers across the ravine at the back of
the station-ground, and returned slowly looking
very though'fil. When questioned by the white
men he was very strange, seemed not to under-
stand, seemed to have fogotten French—sezmed
to have forgotten how to spcak altogether.
Kayerts and Carlier agreed that the nigger had
had too much palm wine.

There was some talk about keeping a watch in
turn, but in the evening everything seemed so quiet
and peaceful that they retired as usual, All night
they were disturbed by a lot drumming in the

may=can easily
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villages. - A deep, rapid roll near by would be

followed by another far offi—then all ceased.
Soon Short appeals would rattle cut hercsand
there, then all mingle together, i ncrease, become
vigorous and sustained, would spread out over
the forest, roll through the night, unbroken and
ceaseless, near and far, as if the whole land had
been one immense dram booming out steadily an
appeal to heaven. And through the deep and
tremendous noise sudden vyells that resembled
snatches of songs from a madhouse darted shrill
and high in discordant jets of sound which seemed
to rush far above the earth and drive all peace
from under the stars. _

Carlier and Kayerts slept badly. They both
thought they had heard shots fired during the
night—Dbut they could not agree as to the direction.
In the morning Makola was gone somewhere.
He returnd about noon with one of yesterday’s
strangers, and eluded all Kayerts’ attempts to
close with him: had become deaf apparently,
Kayerts wondered. Carlier, who had been fishing
off the bank, came back and remarked -while he
showed his catch, “ The niggers seem to be in a
deuce of a stir; I wonder what's up. [ saw about

—_—

appeals = religious invocations,

sustained = continuous,

night=darkncss of night.

off the bank =standing on the bk with a rod and line thrown into
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(fteen canoes ciross the river during the two hours
[ was there fishing.” Kayerts, worried, said,
“Isn’t this Makola very queer to-day?” Catlier
advised, ‘“Keep all our men together in case
of some trouble.”

——— — S - e — il

in cuse of some troulle=lest some trouble should happen.
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THERE were ten station men who had been left
by the Director. Those fellows, having engaged
themselves to the Company for six months ( without
having any idea of a month in particular and only
a very faint notion of time in general), had been
Berving the cause of progress for upwards of two
years. Belonging to a tribe from a very distant
part of this land of darkness and sorrow,. they
did not run away, naturally supposing that as

wandering strangers they would be killed by the

inhabitants of the country; in which they were
right. They lived in straw huts on the slope of a
ravine overgrown with reedy grass, just behind the
station buildings. They were not happy, regretting
the festive incantations, the sorceries, the human
sacrifices of their-own land; where they also had
- parents, brothers, sisters, admired chiefs, respected
magicians, loved friends, and other ties supposed
generally to be human. Besides, the rice rations

station memn =negroes in the service of the trading slation,

und only=and yet having only.

upwards of=more than,
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nuturally supposing=for they naturally supposed. -
in which they were right=in which supposition thcy were right.
s[uppo-ecl generally to be human=which one generally supposes
to be human.
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served out by the Company did not agree witn
them, being a food unknown to their land, and to
which they could not get used. Consequently they
were unhealthy and miserable. Had they been of
any other tribe they would have made up their
minds to die —for nothing is easier to certain
savages than suicide—and so have escaped from
the puzzling difficulties of existence. But belonging,
as they did, to a warlike tribe with filed teeth,
they had more grit, and went on stupidly living
through disease and sorrow. They did very little
work, and had lost their splendid physique.
Carlier and Kayerts doctored them assiduosly
without being able to bring them back into condition
again. They were mustered every morning and
told off to different tasks — grass-cutting, fence
building, tree-felling, &c., &c., which no power
on earth could induce them to execute efficiently.
The two whites had practically very little control
over them.

In the afternoon Makola came over to the- big
house and found Kayerts watching three heavy
columns of smoke rising above the forests.
“ What is that ? ” asked Kayerts. “ Some villages
l{urn," agswa*ed Makola, who seemed to have

— e

with filed teeth=with tccth filed to a poiat.
without being able =hut they were unable.
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regained his wits. Then he said abruptly : “We
have got very little ivory; bad six months’
trading. Do you like get a little more ivory "’

“ Yes,” said Kayerts eagerly. He thought of
percentages which were low. |

“Those men who came yesterday are traders
from Loanda who have got more tvory than they
can carry home. Shall I buy? T know their
camp.”

“Certainly,” said Kayerts, * What are those
traders ? ” ‘

“Bad fellows,” said Makola indifferently:.

“They fight with people, and catch women and
Children. They are bad men and got guns.

- There is a great disturbance in the country. Do

you want ivory ?”

“Yes,” said Kayerts. Makola said nothing for
a while.. Then: “ Those workmen of ours are no
good at all,” he muttered, looking round. “Station
in very bad order, sir. Director will growl.
Better get a fine lot of ivory, then he say
nothing." '
“l can’t help it; the men won't work,” said

—

we have got=we haye.
bad six monthy’ trading=we have had bad six mo._ths’ tiading,

FaThs, g
®ot guns=have got guns.
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workmen of ours =ncgro-workmen of 0.rs.

no good=of no good=of no use=uselcss.
Station in...... =The station is in......

Better get=we hod Detter get.

then he say nothing=then le will say ncthing,
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Kayerts. “When will you get that ivory? "
“Very soon,” said Makola. * Perhaps to-night.
You leave it to me, and keep indoors, sir. I
think you had better give some palm wine to our
men to make a dance this evening. Enjoy them-

~selves. Work “better to-morrow. There's plenty

palm wine—gone a little sour.”

Kayerts said yes, and Makola, with his own
hands, carried the big calabashes to the door of
his hut. They stood there till the evening, and
Mrs. Makola looked into every one. The men
got them at sunset. When Kayerts and Carlier
retired, a,big bonfire was flaring before th= men’s
huts. They could hear their shouts and drum-
ming. Some men from Gobila’s vil'age had
joined the station hands, and the entertainment
was a great success.

In the middle of the night, Carlier waking
suddenly, heard a man shout loudly ; then a shot
was fired. Only one. Carlier ran out and met
Kayerts on the verandah. They were both
startled. As they went across the yard to call
Makola, they saw shadows moving in the night.

plenty ‘“(dial.)=plenty of.” (P,0.D.)
gone a littte sour=which has gone a Ltz sour,
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One of them cried, “Don't shoot! It's me
Price.” Then Makola appeared close to them.
“Go back, go back, please,” he urged, * you
spoil all.” ““There are strange men about,” said
Carlier. “Never mind; I know,” said Makola.
Then he whispered, * All right. Bring ivory.
Say nothing! I know my business.” The two
white men reluctantly went back to the house,
but did not sleep. They heard footsteps,
whispers, some groans. It seemed as if a lot of
men came in, dumped heavy things on the ground,
squabbled a long time, then went away. They
lay on their hard beds and thought: * This
Makola is invaluable.”” In the morning Carlier
came out, very sleepy, and pulled at the cord of
the big bell. The station hands mustered every
morning to the sound of the bell. That morning
nobody came. Kayerts turned out also, yawning.
Across the yard they saw Makola come out of
his hut, a tin basin of soapy water in his hand.
Makola, a civilised nigger, was very neat in his
person. He threw the soapsuds skilfully over a
wretched little yellow cur he had, then turning
his face to the agent’s house, he shouted f{rom

Is me LML s T 123 4 colloquial |2 (1%l It's me 2 °
B
you spoil all 57775 (I 2WAETLLIZT 2,

- There ure strange men ubout="There ar: strange men here and
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there,
Bring ivery=They will bring ivory.
# tin basin of soapy water=with a tin Dasin of soapy water,
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the distance, “ All th> men gone last night!"

They heard him plainly, but in their surprise
they both yelled out togethsr: “ What ! Then
they stared at one another. “We are in a
proper fix now,” growled Carlier. “It’s incredi-
ble!” muttered Kayerts. I will go to the huts
and see,” said Carlier, striding off Makola
coming up found Kayerts standing alone.

“I can hardly believe it,” said Kayerts tearfully.
“We took care of them as if they had been our
children.”

“They went with the coast people,” said
Makola after a smoment of hesitation.

“What do I care with whom they went—the
ungrateful brutes!” exclaimed the other. Then
with sudden suspicion, and looking hard at
Makola, he added : “What do you know about
it?”

Makola moved his shoulders, looking: down on
the ground. “What do I know? I think only.
Will you come and Ilook at the wvory I've got
there? It is a fine lot. You never saw such.”
'He moved towards the store. Kayerts followed

gone =went.
proper fix=quite difficult position.
whut e you know about it ?=1Hov much do you know aloat it?
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him mechanically, thinking about the incredible
desertion of the men. On the ground before the
door of the fetish lay six splendid tusks.

“What did you give for it?” asked Kayerts,
after surveying the lot with satisfaction.

“No regular trade,” said Makola. * They
.brought the ivory and gave it to me. I told
them to take what they most wanted in the
station. It is a beautiful lot. No station can show
such tusks. Those traders wanted carriers badly,
and our men were no good here. No trade, no
entry in books; all correct.”

Kayerts nearly burst with indignation * Why !"
he shouted, “I believe you have sold our men
for these tusks!” Makola stood impassive and
silent,  “ [—I—will—I,” stuttered Kayerts. “ You
fiend!” he yelled out.

“I did the best for you and the Company,”
said Makola imperturbably. “ Why you shout so
much ? Look at this tusk.” - |

“I dismiss you! I will report you—I won't
look at the tusk. I forbid you to touch them, I
order you to throw them into the river. You—
you!"”

—_— - - — -— — —

What did you give=Ilow much money did you give.
lot=set of tusks.
badly =very much,
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“You very red, Mr. Kayerts. If you are so
irritable in the sun, you will get fever and die—
like the first chief!” pronounced Makola impres-
sively. _

They stood still, contemplating one another
with intense eyes, as if they had been looking
with effort- across immense distances. Kayerts
shivered. Makola had meant no more than he
said, but his words szemed to Kayerts full of
ominous menace! He turned sharply and went
away to the house. Makola retired into the
bosom of his family ; and the tusks, left lying
before the store, looked very large and valuable
in the sunshine.

Carlier came back on the verandah. “ They're

all gone, hey?” asked Kayerts from the far end
of the common-room in a muffled voice. *“ You
did not find anybody ?”

“Oh, yes,” said Carlier, “I found one of
Gobila's people lying dead before the huts—shot
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Kayerts came out quckly. He found his
| companion staring grimly over the yard at the
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You very red=Yo1 are very red,

meant no more than = imcint only what,
contemplating = looking fix dly at

miifled = indistinct.
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tusks, away by the store. They both sat in
silence for a while. Then Kayerts related his
conversation with Makola. Carlier said nothing.
At th> midday meal they ate very little. They
hardly exchanged a word that day. A great
silence s2emed to liz heavily over the station and
press on their lips. Makola did not open the
store ; h2 spent the day playing with his children.
He lay full-length on a mat outside his door,
anl the youngsters sat on his chest and clambered
all over him. It was a touching picture. Mrs.
Mako'a was busy cooking all day as usual. The
white men made a somewhat bztter meal in the
evening. Afterwards, Carlier smoking his pipe
strolled over to the store; he stood for a long
time over th= tusks, touched one or twd with his
foot, even triel to lift the largest one by its
small ead. He came back to his chief, who had
not stirred from the verandah, threw himself in
the chair and said—

«“] can see it! They were pounced upon while
they slept heavily after drinking all that palm wine
you've allowed Makola to give them. A put-up
job! See? The worst is, some of Gobila's people

pouneecd upon =attacked.
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were there, and got carried off too, no doubt.
The least drunk woke up, and got shot for his
sobriety. This is a funny country. What will
you do now?”

“We can't touch it, of course,” said Kayerts.

“Of course not,”” assented Carlier.

“Slavery is an awful thing,” stammered out
Kayerts in an unsteady voice.

“ Frightful — the sufferings,” grunted Carlier,
with conviction.

They bzlieved their words. Everybody shows
respectful deference to certain sounds that he and
his fellows can make. But about feelings people
really know nothing. We talk with indignation
or enthusiasm; we talk about oppression, cruelty,
crime, devotion, self-sacrifice, virtue, and we know
nothing real beyond the words. Nobody knows
what suffering or sacrifice mean—except, perhaps,
the victims of the mysterious purpose of these
illusions.

Next morning they saw Makola very busy
setting up in the yard the big scales used for
weighing ivory. By-and-by Carlier said : ““ What's

We can'’t touch it=we can't touach the lot.

grunted=s1id in a complaining way.
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that filthy scoundrel up to?” and lounged out
into the vyard. Kayerts followed. They stood
watching. Makola took no notice. When the
balance was swung true, he tried to lift a tusk
into the scale. It was too hLeavy. He looked
up helplessly without a word, and for a minute
they stood round that balance as mute and still
as three statues. Suddenly Carlier said: “ Catch
hold of the other end, Makola—you beast!"™ and
together they swung the tusk up. Kayerts trem-
bled in every limb. He muttered, “I say! O'!
[ say!” and putting his hand in his pocket found
there a dirty bit of paper and the stump of a
pencil. He turned his back on the others, as ij
about to do something tricky, and noted stealthily
the weights which Carlier shouted out to him
with unnecessary loudness. \When all was over
Makola whispered to himself: * The sun’s very
strong here for the tusks. "’ Carlier said to Kayerts
in a careless tone: ‘I say, chief, I might just
as well “give him a lift with this lot into the
store., "’

As they were going back to the house Kayerts

up to=going to do.
1 say! O! I sny!=Dy Jove, it is a fine plece!
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observed with a sigh: “It had to be done.”
And Carlier said : “It's deplorable, but, the men
bging Company’s men, the ivory is Company’s
ivory. We must look after it.” “I will report
to the Director, of course,”’ said Kayerts. *“ Of
course ; let him decide,” approved Carlier.

At midday they made a hearty meal. Kayerts
sighed from time to time. Whenever they men-
tioned Makola's name they always added to it
an opprobrious epithet. It eased their conscience
Makola gave himself a half-holiday, and bathed
his children in the river. No one from Gobila’s
villages came near the station that day. No one
came the next day, and the next, nor for a whole
week. Gobila’s people might have all been dead
and buried for any sign of life they gave. But
they were only mourning for those they lad lost
- by the witchcraft of white men, who had brought
wicked people into their country. The wicked
people were gone, but fear remained. Fear always
remains. A man may destroy everything within
himself, love and hate and belief, and even doubt ;
but as long as he clings to life he cannot destroy
fear : the fear, subtle, indestructib'e, and terrible,

—— ——— —

opprobrious=alusive.
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that pervades his being; that tinges his thoughts ;
that lurks in his h=art; that watches on his lips
the struggle of his last breath. In his fear, the
mild old Gobila offered extra human sacrifices to
all the Evil Spirits that had taken possession of
his white friends.' His heart was heavy. Some
warriors spoke about burning and killing, but the
cautious old savage dissuaded them. Who could
foresee the woe those mysterious creatures, if
irritated, might bring ? They should be left a’one.
Perhaps in time they would disappear into the
earth as the first one had disappeared. His people
must keep away from them, and hope for the
best. .

Kayerts and Carlier did not disappear, but
remained above on this earth, that, somehow,
they fancied had becom= bigger and very empty.
It was not the abs>lute and dumb solitude of the
post that impressed them so mmch as an inarti-
culate feeling that something from within them
was gone, something that worked for their safety,
and had kept the wilderness from interfering with

T

his being=his soul and body.

heavy =dismal,

Whoe could fire:ee—ihe best=0Gobila said to his people, “ Who
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earth as the first one disappeared. You must keep away from them, and
hope for the best.”

inarticulate = indistinct.

weorked for=was conducive to,
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their hearts. The images of home: the memory
of people like them, of men that thought and
ﬁi:lt as they used to think and feel, receded into
distances made indistinct by the glare of unclouded
sunshine. And out of the great silence of the
surrounding wilderness, its very hopelessness and
savagery seemed to approach them nearer, to
draw them gently, to look upon them, to envelop
them with a solicitude irresistible, familiar, and
disgusting.

1 Days lengthened into weeks, then into months.
Gobila’s people drummed and yelled to every
hew moon, as of yore, but kept away from the
station. Makola and Carlier tried once in a canoe
to open communications, but were received with
a shower of arrows, and had to fly back to the
station for dear life. That attempt set the coun-
try up and down the river into an uproar that
could be very distinctly heard for days.. The
steamer was late. At first they spoke of delay
Jauntily, then anxiously, then gloomily. The matter
was becoming serious. Stores were running short.
Carlier cast his lines off the bank, but the river
was lclw, and the fish kept out in the stream.
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They dared not stroll far away from the statlon
to shoot. Moreover, there was no game In the
impenetrable forest. Once Carlier shot a hippo
in the river. They had no boat to secure it,
and it sank. When it floated up it drifted away,
and Gobila’s people secured the carcase. It was
the occasion for a national holiday, but Carlier
had a fit of rage over it, and talked about the
necessity of exterminating all the niggers before
the country could be made habitable. Kayerts
mooned about silently ; spent hours looking at
the portrait of his Melie. It represented a little
girl with long bleached tresses and a rather sour
face. His legs were much swollen, and he could
hardly walk. Carlier, undermined by fever, could
not swagger any more, but kept tottering about, still
with a devil-may-care air, as bzcame a man who
remembzred his crack regiment. He had become
hoarse, sarcastic, and inclined to say unpleasant
things. He called it “ being frank with you.”” They
had long ago reckoned their percentages on trade,
including in them that last deal of * this infamous
Makola. ™ They had also concluded not to say

occasion=reason,
spent hours=passed time.
bleached = discoloured, whitened,
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anything about it. Kayerts hesitated at first—
was afraid of the Driector. |

« He has s2en worse things done on the quiet,”
maintained Carlier, with a hoarss laugh. “ Trust
him! He won’t thank you if you blab. He
is no better than you or me. Who will talk
if we hold our tongues? There is nobody
here.

That was the root of the trouble! There was
nobody there; and being left there alone with
their weakness, they became daily more like a
pair of accomplices than like a couple of- devoted
friends. They had heard nothing from home for
cight months. Every evening they said, “To-
morrow we shall see the steamer.” But one of
the Company’s steamers had been wrecked, and
the Director was busy with the other, re’ieving
very distaint and important stations on the main
river. He thought that the useless station, and
the useless men, could wait. Meantime Kayerts
and Carlier lived on rice boiled without salt, and
cursed the Company, all Africa, and the day they
were born. One must have lived on such diet

no hetter than=2as bod as.

That was the rooi=The fact that nobody was there, was the root.
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to discover what ghastly trouble the necessity of
swallowing one’s food may become. There was
literally nothing else in the station but rice and
coffee ; they drank the coffee without sugar. The
last fifteen lumps Kayerts had solemnly locked
away m his box, together with a half-bottle of
Cognac, “in case of sickness,” he explained.
Carlier approved. “\Vhen one is sick, ” he said,
“any little extra like that is cheering. ”

They waited. Rank grass began to sprou't
over the courtyard. The bell never rang now.
Days passed, silent, exasperating, and slotv. When
the two men spoke, they snarled; and their
silences were bitter, as if tinged by the bitterness
of their thoughts.

One day after a lunch of boiled rice, Carlier
put down his cup untasted, and said: “ Hang it
all! ILet's have a decent cup of coffee for once.
Bring out that sugar, Kayerts!”

“For the sick,” muttered Kayerts, without
looking up.

““ For the sick,” mocked Carlier. “ Bosh! . .
Well! 1T am sick.”

—— o — e
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ghast'y = horrible.
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“You are no more sick thar [ am, and T go
without, ” said Kayerts in a peaceful tone.

“Come! out with that sugar, you stingy old
slave-dealer. "’

Kayerts looked up quickly. Carlier was smiling
with marked insolence. And suddeénly it seemed
to Kayerts that he had never seen that man
before. Who was he? He knew nothing about
him. What was he capable of? There was a
surprising flash of violent emotion within him, as
if in the presence of something undreamt-of, danger-
ous, and final. But he managed to pronounce
with composure—

“That joke is in very bad taste. Don't re-
peat it. "

“Joke!™ said Carlier, hitching himself forward
on his seat. “I am hungry—I am sick—I don’t
joke! T hate hypocrites. You are a hypocrite.
You are a slave-dealer. I am a slave-dealer.
There’s nothing but slave-dealers in this cursed
country. [ mean to “have sugar in my coffee
to-day, anyhow !”

“I forbid you to speak to me in that way,
said Kayerts with a fair show of resolution.

out with=take out,
Who was he ?—eapable of ? = Kayerts thought, “ who is he? I duow
nothing about h'm. What is he capable of? *
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surprising =very greal,
emotion =2agitation,
finnl =suggestive of death.
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“You!—What?” shouted Carlier, jumping up.

Kayerts stood up also. “I am your chief,” he
began, trying to master the shakiness of his voice.

“What ?”" yelled the other. “Who's chief?
There’s no chief here. There's nothing here:
there’s nothing but you and I.  Fetch the sugar—
you pot-bellied ass.” |

“Hold your tongue. Go out of this room,”
screamed Kayerts. “I dismiss you—you scoun-
drel !”

Carlier swung a stool. All at once he looked
dangerously in earnest. “You flabby, good-for-
nothing civilian—take thati” he howled.

Kayerts dropped under the table, and the stool
struck the grass inner wall of the room. Then.
as Carlier was trying to upset the table, Kayerts
in desperation made a blind rush, head low, like
a cornered pig would do, and overturning his
friend, bolted along- the verandah, and into his
room. He locked the door, snatched his revolver,
and stood panting. In less than a minute Carlier
was kicking at the door furiously, howling, * If

you don’t bring out that sugar, I will shoot you
at sight, like adog. Now then—one—two—three.

dangerous'y =as if he meant to attack or kill.
tuke that!=take the punishment.
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You won't? 1 will show you who's the master.”
Kayerts thought the door would fall in, and
scrambled through the square hole that served for
a window in his room. There was then the whole
breadth of the house between them. But the
other was apparéntly not strong enough to break
in the door, and Kayerts heard him running round.
Then he also began to run laboriously on his
swollen legs. He ran as quickly as he could,
grasping the revolver, and unable yet to understand
what was happening to him. He saw in succession
Makola's house, the store, the river, the ravine, and
the low bushes; and he saw all those things again
as he ran for the second time round the house.
Then again they flashed past him. ‘That morning
he could not have walked a yard without a groan-
And now h= ran. He ran fast enough to keep
out of sight of the other man.
Then as, weak and desperate, he thought, “Before
I finish the next round I shall die,” he heard the
other man stumble heavily, then stop. He stopped
also. He had the back and Carlier the front of
the house, as before. He heard him drop into
a chair cursing, and suddenly his own legs gave

fall lll=gi.ve way inwards,
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way, and he slid down into a sitting posture with
his back to the wall. His mouth was as dry as
a cinder, and his face was wet with perspira.
tion—and tears. What was it all about? He
thought it must be a horrible illusion; he thought
he was dreaming; he thought he was going mad !
After a while he collected his senses. \What
did they quarrel about? That sugar! How absurd!
He would give it to him—didn't want it himself.
And he began scrambling to his feet with a
sudden feeling of security. But before he had
fairly stood upright, a common-sense reflection
occurred to him and drove him back into despair.
He thought: If I give way now to that brute of
a soldier, he will begin this horror again to-morrow
—and the day after——every day——raise other
pretensions, trample on me, torture me, mike me
his slave—and I will be lost! ILost! The steamer
may not come for days—may never come. He
shook so that he had to sit down on the flcor
again. He shivered forlornly. He felt he could
not, would not move any more. He was completely
distracted by the sudden perception that the
position was without issue—that death and life

begin agauin-=—repeaL.
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had in a moment become equally difficult and
terrible.

All at once he heard thz other push his chair
back ; and hz leaped to his feet with extreme
facility. He listened and got confused. Must
run again! Right or left? He heard footsteps.
He darted to the left, grasping his revolver, and
at the very same instant, as it seemed to him,
they came into violent collision. . Both shouted
with surprise. A loud EXplOSiOH{tOOk place be-
tween them; a roar of red fire, thick smoke : and
Kayerts, deafened and blinded, rushed back
thinking : I am hit—it’s all over. He expected
the other to come round—to gloat over his agony.
He caught hold of an upright of the roof— All
over!” Then he heard a crashing fall on the
other side of thz house,. as if somebody had
~ tumbled headlong over a chair—then silence.
Nothing more happened. He did not die. Only
his shoulder felt as if it had been badly wrenched,
and he had lost his revolver. He was disarmed
and helpless ! He waited for his fate. Th= other
man made no sound. It was a stratazem. He

———
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was stalking him now! Along what side? Per-
haps he was taking aim this very minute !

After a few moments of an agony frightful and
absurd, he decided to go and meet his doom.
He was prepared for every surrender. He turned
the corner, steadying himself with one hand on
the wall; made a few paces, and nearly swooned.
He had seen on the floor, protruding past the
other corner, a pair of turned-up feet. A pair of
white naked feet in red slippers. He {elt deadly
sick, and stood for a time in profound darkness.
Then Makola appeared before him, saying quietly :
« Come along, Mr. Kayerts. He is dead.” He
burst into tears of gratitude ; a loud, sobbing fit
of crying. After a time he found himself sitting
in a chair and looking at Carlier, who lay strecht-
el on his back. Makola was kneeling over

the body.
“Is this your revolver?” asked Makola, get-

ting up.
“Yes,” said Kayerts; then he added very

quickly, “ He ran affer me to shoot me—you
saw ! "’

every surremder=cven the most abject surrender.
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“Yes, I saw,” said Makola. ¢ TFhere is only
one revolver ; where’s his ? " be:

“ Don’t know,” whispered Kayerts in a voice
that had become suddenly very faint.

«] will go and look for it,” said the other
gently. He made the round’alonz the verandah,
while Kayerts sat still and looked at the corpse.
Makola came back empty-handed, stood in deep
thought, then stepped quietly into the dead man’s
room, and came out directly with a revolver,
which he held up before Kayerts. Kayerts shut
his eyes. Everything was going round. He found
life more terrible and difficult than death. He
had shot an unarmed man. |

After meditating for a while, Makola said softly,
pointing at the dead man who lay there with his
right eye blown out— _

“He died of fever.” Kayerts looked at him
with a stony stare. “Yes,” repeated Makola
thoughtfully, stepping over the corpse, “I think
he died of fever. , Bury him to-morrow.”

And he went away slowly to his expectan'
wife, leaving the two white men alone on the
verandah.
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Night came, and Kayerts sat unmoving on his
chair. He sat quict as if he had taken a dose
of opiuni. The violence of the emotions he had
passed through produced a feeling of exhausted
serenity. He had plumbed in one short afternoon
the depths of horror and despair, and now found
EEP0sA in ‘the conviction that life had no more
secrets for him: neither had death! He sat by
the corpse thinking ; thinking very actively, thinking
very mew thoughts. He seemed to have broken
loose from himself altogether. His old thoughts,
convictions, likes and dislikes, things he respected
and things he [abhorredl appeared in their true
light at last! Appeared contemptible and childish,
false and ridiculous. He revelled in his new
wisdom while he sat by the man he had killed.
He argued with himself about all*things under
heaven with that kind of wrong-headed lucidity
‘which may be obeserved in some lunatics. In-
cdentally he reflected that the fellow dead there
had been a noxious beast anyway ; that men died
every day in thousands; perhaps in hundreds of
thousands — who could tell? —and that in the

from himsell=from his former self.
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number, that one death could not possibly make
any difference ;' couldn’t have any importance, at
least to a thinking creature. He, Kayerts, was
a thinking creature. He had been all his life,
till that moment, a believer in a lot of nonsense
like the rest of mankind—who are fools; but
now he thought! He knew! He was at
peace ; he was familiar with the highest wisdom !
Then he tried to imagine himself dead, and
Carlier sitting in his chair watching him; and his
attempt met with such unexpected success, that
in a very few moments he became not at all
sure who was dead and who was alive. This
extraordinary achievement of his fancy startled
him, however, and by a clever and timely effort
of mind he saved himself just in time from
becoming Carlier. His heart thumped, and he
felt hot all over at the thought of that danger.
Carlier! What a beastly thing! To_compasg
his now disturbed nerves—and no wonder !—he
tried to whistle a little. Then, suddenly, he fell
asleep, or thought he had slept; but at any rate
there was a fog, and somebody had whistled in

~ the fog.
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He stood up. The day had come, and a heavy
mist had descended upon the land: the mist
penetrating, enveloping, and silent; the morning
mist of tropical lands; the mist that clings and
kills ; the mist white and deadly, immaculate and
poisonous. He stood up, saw the body, and
threw his arms above his head with a cry like
that of a man who, waking from a trance, finds
himself immured for ever in a tomb. ““ /elp /. .
.. My God?”

A shriek inhuman, vibrating and sudden, pierced
like a sharp dart the white shroud of that land
of sorrow. Three short, impatient screeches
followed, and then, for a time, the fog-wreaths
rolled on, undisturbed, through a formidable
silence. Then many more shrieks, rapid and
piercing, like the yells of some exasperated and
rathless creature, rent the air. Progress was
calling to Kayerts from the river. Progress and
civilisation and all the virtues. Society was
calling to its accomplished child to come, to be
taken care of, to be instructed, to be judged, to

be condemned ; it called him to return to that
tubbish heap from which he had wandered away,

so that justice could be done.
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Kayerts heard and understood. He stumbled
out of the verandah, leaving the other man quite
alone for the first time since they had been
thrown there together. He groped his way
through the fog, calling in-his ignarance upon
the invisible heaven to undo its wark. Makola
flitted by in the mist, shouting: as he ran—

“Steamer! Steamer! They can't see. They
whistle for the station. I go ring the bell. Go
down to the landing, sir. I ring.”

He disappeared. Kayerts stood still. He
looked upwards; the fog rolled low over his
head. He looked round like a man who has
lost his way; and he saw a dark smudge, a
cross-shaped stain, npon the shifting purity of the
mist. As he began to stumble towards it, the
station bell rang in a tumultuous peal its answer
to the impatient clamour of the steamer.

The Managing Director of the Great,Civilising
Company (since we know that civilisation follows
trade) landed first, and incontinently lost sight of
the steamer. The fog down by the river was
exceedingly dense; above, at the station, the bell
rang unceasing aud brazen.
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The Director shouted loudly to the steamer.

“There i1s nobody down to meet us; there
may be something wrong, though they are ringing,
You had better come, too!” |

And he began to toil up the steep bank. The
captain and the engine-driver of the boat followed
behind. As they scrambled up the fog thinned,
and they could see their Director a good way
ahead. Suddenly they saw him start forward,
calling to them over his shoulder :—“ Run! Run
to the house! I've found one of them. Run, look
for the other!”

He had found one of them! And even he, the
man of varied and startling experience, was
somewhat discomposed by the manner of this
finding. He stood and fumbled in his pockets
(for a knife) while he faced Kayerts, who was
hanging by a leather strap from the cross. He
had evidently climbed the grave, which was high
and narrow, and after tying the end of the strap
to the arm, had swung hims:zlf off His toes
were only a couple of inches above the ground ;
his arms hung stifly down; he seemed to be
standing rigidly at attention, but with one purple
cheek playfully posed on the shoulder. And,
irreverently, he was putting out-a swollen tonzue
at his Managing Director.

- e e ———— = L e s =

who was hanging =as he was hwging.
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THE IDIOTS

When he returned from his military service
Jean-Pierre Bacadou found the old pcople very
much aged. He remarked with pain that the
work of the farm was not satisfactorily done.
The father had not the energy of old days. The
hands did not feel over them the eye of the
master. Jean-Pierre noted with sorrow that the
heap of manure in the courtyard before the only
éntrance to the house was not so large as it
should have been. The fences were out of repair,
and the cattle suffered from neglect. At home
the mother was practically bedridden, and the
girls chattered loudly in the big kitchen, unre-
buked, from morning to night. He said to him-
self :  “We must change all this.” He talked
the matter over with his father one evening when
the rays of the setting sun entering the yard be-
tween the outhouses ruled the heavy shadows
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with luminous streaks. Over the manure heap
floated a mist, opal-tinted and odorous, and the
marauding hens would stop in their scratching to
examine with a sudden glance of their round eye
the two men, both lean and tall, talking in hoarse
tones.. The old man, all twisted with rheuma-
tism and bowed with years of work, the younger
bony and straight, spoke without gestures in the
indifferent manner of peasants, grave and slow
But before the sun had set the father had sub.
mitted to the sensible arguments of the son. “It
1s not for me that [ am speaking,” insisted Jean-
Pierre. “It is for the land. It's a pity to see
i1t badly used. I am not impatient for myself. ”
The old fellow nodded over his stick. “I dare-
say ; I dare say,” he muttered. “ You may be
right. Do what you like. It's the mother that
will be pleased. ”

The mother was pleased with her daughter-in-law.
The wedding dinner was remembered for months.
It was a splendid feast in the orchard. Farmers
of considerable means and excellent repute were
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to be found sleeping in ditches, all along the
road to Treguier, even as late as the afternoon
- of the next day. All the countryside participated
in the happiness of Jean-Pierre. Hée remained
sober, and, together with his quiet wife, kept out
of the way, letting father and mother reap their
due of honour and thanks. But the next day he
took hold strongly, and the old folks felt a shadow
—precursor of the grave—fall upon them finally.
The world is to the young.

When the twins were born there was plenty
of room in the house, for the mother of Jean-
Pierre had gone away to dwell under a heavy
stone in the cemetery of Ploumar. On that day,
for the first time since his son's marriage, the
elder Bacadou, neglected by the cackling lot of
strange women who thronged the kitchen, left in
the morning his seat under the mantel of the
fireplace, and went into the empty cow-house,
shaking his white locks dismally. Grandsons were

all very well, but he wanted his soup at midday:.
When shown the babies, he stared at them with

were 1o be found=coild be found,

countryside = ncighboarhood.
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a fixed gaze, and muttered something like : “It’s
too much.” |

Jean-Pierre was happy, and so was Susan, his wife.
"It was not an _ethereal joy welcoming iew souls to
struggle, perchance to victory. In fourteen years
both boys would be a help; and, later on, Jean-
Pierre pictured two big sons striding over the
land from patch to patch, wringing tribute from
the earth beloved and fruitful. Susan was happy
too, for she did not want to be spoken of as
the unfortunate woman, and now she had children
no one could call her that. She thought that one
of the boys ought perhaps to be a priest,but said
nothing to her husband, who was a republican
and hated the “ crows, " as he called the ministers
of religion. The christening was a splendid affair
All the commune came to it, for the Bacadous
were rich and influential, and, now and then, did
not mind the expense. The grandfather had a

new coat.

50 was Susan=Susan was happy, loo,
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struggle=struggle for existence.
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patch [0, :

now she had=now that she had =since she had

who was a republiesn=for he was a republican.
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Some months afterwards, one evening when the

kitchen had been swept, and the door locked,
Jean-Pierre, looking at the cot, asked his wife .
“ What's the matter with those children?” And,
as if these words, spoken calmly, had been the
portent of misfortune, she answered with a loud
wail that must have been heard across the yard
in the pigsty; for the pigs (the Bacadous had
the finest pigs in the country ) stirred and grunted
complainingly in the night. The husband went
on grinding his bread and butter slowly, gazing
at the wall, the soup-plate smoking under his
chin.. He had returned late from the market,
where he had overheard (not for the first time )
whispers behind his back. He revolved the words
in his mind as he drove back. Simple ! Both
of them .. . Never any use! . . . Well! Maybe,
maybe. One must see. Would ask his wife.”
This was her answer. He felt it like a blow on

his chest, but said only: “Go, draw me some
cder. I am thirsty!”

She went out moaning, an empty jug in her

the door locked=the door had bLeen locked.
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the soup-plate smoking = with the soup-plate smoking,
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hand. Then he arose, took up the light, and
moved slowly towards the cradle. They slept.
He looked at them sideways, finished his mouthful
there, went back heavily, and sat down before
bis plate. When his wife returned he never
looked up, but swallowed a couple of spoonfuls
noisily, and remarked, in a dull manner —

“When they sleep they are like other people S
children.”

She sat down suddenly on a stool near by,
and shook with a silent tempest of sobs, unable
to speak. He finished his meal, and remained
idly thrown back in his chair, his eyes lost
amongst the black rafters of the ceiling. Before
him the tallow candle flared red and straight,
sending up a slender thread of smoke. The light
lay on the rough, sunburnt ‘skin of his throat :
the sunk cheeks were like patches of darkness,
and his aspect was mournfully stolid, as if he
had ruminated with difficulty endless ideas. Then
he said, deliberately—

“We must see ... consult poeple. Don’t

cry . . . They won’t be all like that . . . surely !
We must sleep now.”

— e

sideways=askance,
thrown back={hrowing himself back.
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After the third child, also a boy, was born,
Jean-Pierre went about his work with tense
hopefulness. He watched the child, stepping up
to the cot with a heavy clang of sabots on the
stone floor, and glanced in, along his shoulder,
witn that indifference which is like a deformity
of peasant humanity.

The mother watched with other eyes ; listened
with otherwise expectant ears. Under the high
hanging shelves supporting great sides of bacon
overhead, her body was busy by the great
fireplace, attentive to the pot swinging on iron
gallows, scrubbing the long table where the field
hands would sit down directly to their evening
meal. Her mind remained by the cradle, night
and day on the watch, to hope and suffer. That
child, like the other two, *never smiled, never
stretched its hands to her, never spoke ; never
had a glance of recognition for her in its big
black eyes. |

Susan’s mother, Madame Levaille was a woman
of business, known and respected within a radius o
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at least fifteen miles. Thick-set and stout, she was
seen about the country, on foot or in an acquaint-
ance's cart, perpetually moving, in spite of her
fifty-eight years, in steady pursuit of business.
She had houses in all the hamlets, she worked
quarries of granite, she freighted coasters with
stone — even traded with the Channel Islands.
Latterly she had stayed for a few days several
times with her son-in-law, arguing against sorrow
and misfortune with composed face and gentle
tones. Jean-Pierre felt the convictions imbibed
in the regiment torn out of his breast—not by
arguments, but by facts. Striding over his fields

"he thought it over. There were three of them.

Three! All alike! Why? Such things did not
happen to everybody—to nobody he ever heard
of. One yet—it might pass. But three! All
three. Forever useless, to be fed while he lived
and ". . . What would become of the land when

he died? This must be seen to. He would
sacrifice his convictions. One day he told his

wife—

e e
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There were three of —his convigtions=11e thouzht, “ There are

three of them. Three! All alike! Why? Such things @b not happen to

everybody ——to nobody 7 even Jeord of. One yet [=up o the present
time]——it may pass. Buat three! All three, For ever uscless, to be

fed while 7 live and...... What i/l become of the land when [/ die?

This must be seen to. 7 will sacrifice my convictions,”
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“See what your God will do for us. Pay for
some masses.”’ |

Susan embraced her man. He stood unbending,
then turned on his heels and went out. But
afterwards, when a black sowtane darkened his
doorway, he did not object; even offered some
cider himself to the priest. He listened to the
talk meekly; went to mass between the two
women ; accomplished what the priest called “ his
religious duties” at Easter. That morning he
felt like a man who had sold his soul. In the
afternoon he fought ferociously with an old friend
and neighbour who had remarked that the priests
had the best of it and were now going to eat
‘the priest eater. He came home dishevelled and
bleeding, and happening to catch sight of his
children (they were kept generally out of the
way ), cursed and swore incoherently, banging the
table. Susan wept. Madame Levaille sat serenely
unmoved. She assured her daughter that “ It
will pass” ; and taking up her thick umbrella,
departed in haste to see after a schooner she
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was going to load with granite from her quarry.

A year or so afterwards the girl was bora. A
girl. Jean-Pierre heard of it in the fields, and was
so upset by the news that he sat down on the
boundary wall and remained there till the evening,
instead of going home as he was urged to do.
A girl! He felt half cheated. However, when
he got home he was partly reconciled to his fate.

One could marry her to a good fellow—not to

a good-for-nothing, but to a fellow with some under-
standing and a good pair of arms. Besides, the
next may be a boy, he thought. Of course they
would be all right. His new credulity knew of
no doubt. The ill luck was broken. He spoke
cheerily to his wife. She was also hopeful.
Three priests came to that christening, and
Madame Levaille was godmother. The child
turned out an idiot too.

Then on market days Jean-Picrre was seen
bargaining Dbitterly, quarrelsome and greedy ; then
getting drunk with taciturn earnestness; then
driving home in the dusk at a rate fit for a

wedding, but with a face gloomy enough for a

One counld murry=1Ie thought, “On> can marry......."
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