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OUR GREATER ASTA PRINCIPLE

L "

IWANE MATSUI

This manusaript ropresents the gists of lectures made
j by g?unéé}};; Mataui on Greater Asia Principlec at the

; mbetings which were he}d.ap various places in Kyushu at

3 3 _ Sl o : oy

| Lhc end of May, 1936,
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On looking back the present situation in Asia, nothing
is of more urgent need thﬁn the adjustment of problems
between China and Japan which are considered to be the
center of Asia in order to see the establishment of the
Asiatic union successfuly realized. On the contrary,
however, the state of affairs bafwean China and Japan
) is a very unfortunate one with repeated struggles and
continued antagonism between the two. Therefore, the most
% urgent task for the Asiatic moveunent of the day is to

investigate these causes and to carry out the drastic

tion,Mthere is ome ; gl ich T sh to
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1 It %8 cause our reater Asi has often boon

misunderstodd on some points by the people in general and
I consider it necessary for us to prevent them from mis-

understanding such points. Firstly, Western peoples havo
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ofton oriticized our movements saying that they are based
upon the so-called Oriental Monroe Doctorine. What we
call the Greater Asia Principle is, however, never tho

Oricntal Monroe Doctorines On the contrary, it is an

entirely opposito advocacye. It is the Wost-and-East-

brotherhood principle or the world co-cxistence principle.

Furthermore, in these days, such words as the 'Japan-

Manchoukuo Economic Bloc', or the 'Sino-Japan-Manchoukuo

Bloc'have frequently been uged by the world peoples. The

Greater Asia Princinle too has often been misunderstood
ag §f it were a so-called bloc principle like the above.
This, however, is absolutely never the' object of the

Greater Asia Principle in which we place our perfect

confidence,

In the present situation in the world, people go by

the economic bloc principles. Not only in England and

America, but also in all othor big Powers in the world,

people are competing with onc another, on the basis of

their oconomic bloc principle. In order to mect the presont

situation, we are obliged to take temporarily tho means of

bloc economy, but this is not what wo arc aiming at. The |

cconomic policy that we are sincorcly hoping for is the

world co=-operative :zcoancay Sr the frocc economy. 5 

Further I shoald li%a to supcak ouc most frankly that -
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our Greater Asia Principle does not necessarily mean the
entire expulsion of the Europeans and Americans from all
the places in Asia. Ve pﬁy our respact to the cultural
offorts made by Europeans and Americans in Asia for the
past century, and we do not.wish Por tho dostruction of
their present political and egonomic statec of affairs.
In other words, all Europeans and Ameficans who undor-
stand tho culture peculiar to Aaia‘and will sincerely
co-operate with us feor the bonoflt of tho Asiatic reco
and for the welfaro of Asia are, we boliecve, our true
frionds or comradose. We rcquire Eurcpeans and Amoricans
to gain this judgment and understanding, and at the samo
time, strongly wish to urge tho original Asiatic pooplos

to bestir themsolves greatly and in addition to reconsider

thoir resolution to the utmost of thoir powor at this
juncturoc.
VI
Among the countries in the world, thore arc some-
countrios which wore founded by powor. There are again
somo countrics which wero foundod by wealth. As far as

Japan is concerncd, the sameo is not true, Japan was founded

niether by power nor by woalth. Japan has been in existenco

solely with justice since tho beginning of its foundation.

We are aware of the true valuc of power and wealth for
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attaining our just objects. We know that from olden times
the country which was founded by power has fallen down

of itself, and the vrosperity obtained by wealth has come

) - to decay in due course of time. As for our country,
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the Land of Rising Sun which has been ruled by our sun
goddoss, sho constantly koops her principle constantly

unchangod, every day improves and prospers, and stands

entircly outside the prosperity and decline of the world. \

This is duo to the brilliancy which has been produced by

justico.
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