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HEADQUATTERS

U., S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEX
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTER, SsN FRANCISCO

IUTER.0GATION NO, 286 - PLACE: Tokyo
| | DLTE: 7 November 1945

Division of Origin: Basic Moterials.,

Subject: Air General Ordnance Rurcau of Munitions Ministry,
| (KOKU HEIFI SOKYOKU) Functions of Iron and Steel

Scetion (TEKKO Ki)

Fersonnel Intcrrogateds

aBINU, Kosuke Paynester Comnmander 1JN.
Where Intervicwed: ussns, Tokyo
ntecrrogator: Lt.(jg) 7. I. GiLLLND, USNR
Intcrpreter: It, B. A, MANNING, AUS

SUMMARY

The sub=cllocation
spccifications for such stecl wer
Burcau of the Muni
naintained no stock piles,
1ittlc controel over productic
inspectors, s#llocation of ordind

products wa2s requcsted.

¢ controlled by the Air General Ordnancc
tions Ministry, iron and stecl scecticn, The Scetion
opcrated no preducing ficilities, end excreiscd
n of stecl cxcopt through Jrmy and Navy

ry and egpecianl stccl tabulated by end
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of stecl for production of sirforces equipnent and
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INTERI0GATION NO. 286 ,

Cdr, #BINU, Kosuke was second in chrrge of the Iron and Steel Section
(TEKKO KA) of the Air General Ordnance Bureau (KOKU HEIKI SOKYOKU) of the
Muniticns Ministry (GUNJU SHC) General plans for sub=cllocating steel for
air crdnance production were made in thce General Affairs scction (SOMUKA)
of the Air Gencral Ordnance Burcau., ABIRU as vice chief of the Iron 'nd Steel
Scetion sat in on the allocation councils of thc Gencral Affairs Section to
advisc with regard to iron and stecl, He then administerced the suballeocizion
of stecl to the varicus other sections of the 2,G.0, Burcau for the pro-
duction of aircraft, and ground cquipment nccessary for the handling, storage
and repair of aireraft. |

The secticns in charge of the production of wvarious aircraft compencents
and freilities were subscetions of the Ordnance Preoduction Plants Scetion
(HEIXI S.NGYO KIKAKUK:): (1) Adreraft Scction (BIKOKI XA), (2) Motive Powcr
Scetioen (GENDC Ki), (3) Torpedo Scetion (FIRAI Ki), (4) Ground Equipment
Seetion (KICHI IFIKI Ki), (5) Machinery Scetion (KIKAI K.), (6) Arms and
Explosives Scetion (SHABAKU KA), (7) Optical Instruments and Gauges Scction
(KEI¥I K:), (8) Electrical Equipment Scetion (DENKI Ki),

The wir General Ordn:incce Bureau was sct up in November 19432, to reconcile
end coordinate the demands of the alr arns of the fArmy and Navy upon the
national cconomy, The first national allocation which alletted materials
to the "D" (air arms) catcgory was for the peried beginning 1 april 1944.
After "D" was set up as a special categery, the ..rmy and Novy did not allet
parts of their allocatior to air forees, ABIWU's scetion allocated stecl
by making up orders for stecl which werc socnt to producers and which
specificd the aircraft manufacturcr te whom the stecl was to be deliverced.,
A copy of the order was scnt to the manufocturer, JAlleocition and controel
of produetion of air forces cquipment were the only functicns of the Air
Genceral Ordnance Burcau,

The Murcau and its scetlons purchosed and sold ne steel and mainteined
no steckpilcs. It opecrated ne stecl preodueing foecilities itsclf although
the Nivyls epceial steel plant 2t Yukosuka was devoted almost cntirely to
expcriments, tcsts, and production for the Burcau's Iron and Stecl Scetion,
The Purcau scl enccificaticns for stcel to be used in airforces equipnent
preducticn out ~clied upen nrmy and Navy inspectors to scc that such speeif-
jcations wore nmot, |

Vhen agked to supply datea concerning the suballocation of steel to
various subscetions of the Ordnance Producticn Plans Scction ligted above
and to various cnd products produced by such subscetions, ..BITU decmurred on
the grounds thot 2ll of his rccords had becn burncd and the AGO Burcau had
dismisscd its etalf, He finally agrced to attompt to rceenstruct the records
and te ccllcet such personnel g “ro> perscnally femili-- yuth the allocaticns
Lo specirfie =73 npednpts, |




