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Wikipedia and libraries: 
Strategies and 

opportunities for 
collaboration



Wikipedia?

Wikimedia?



296 language 
Wikipedias



● Dozens of other 
Wikimedia projects

● Wikimedia Commons: 
free-use image and file 
repository

● Wikidata: knowledge 
base/metadata 
repository



Over 80 thousand 
active volunteers a 
month worldwide

CC by SA 4.0, Zachary McCune



The mission

The mission

CC BY 3.0, Cavefrog





Advantages

● Free and accessible to 
everyone.

● No hardware required 
besides computers and 
internet access. 

● No technical expertise 
or training required.

● Volunteers willing to 
help online and off.



Go beyond social 
media



Take ownership

* but not control



Hobbies

Profession

Community Library

History

CC by SA 2.5, Robert 
Lawton

CC by 3.0, Cavefrog

CC0 1.0, Smallbones

CC by SA 3.0, Stephan 
Brunker

CC by SA 3.0, Jdodge3

CC by SA 4.0, Electric 
Football

Everything!



The Wikipedia Library 
(WP:TWL)

● 1lib1ref campaign – one 
librarian one reference 

● Reference services and 
resource sharing 

● Resources about Wikipedia 
and information literacy and 
the research process



Events

CC by SA 4.0, Iván Martinez



CC0 1.0, Erika Herzog

Black Life Matters Wikipedia Edit-a-thon

New York Public Library Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture

February 2016



CC0 1.0, Erika Herzog

Wikipedia Edit-a-thon

Museum of Modern Art

March 2017

CC by SA 4.0, Manuel Martagon



The bare necessities
(and some extras)

● Wi-Fi or internet access
● A volunteer (you!) 
● A list of suggestions for attendees

● Books and other information resources
● Projector or large screen monitor
● Laptops or desktops for everyone
● Coffee
● Food or snacks
● Experienced Wikipedia volunteers
● Prizes
● DJ
● Fog machine
● Bounce house



Uploading images

• Images must be public domain or Creative 
Commons by, sa, and by-sa (no nc or nd).

• No control or copyright of images.

• Attribution required, but not always used, or 
used in a way that benefits your institution.

• Immediate potential worldwide audience.

• No storage, upkeep, or training costs.

• Connections to other projects and potential  
collaborators.

• Control/consistency of image quality and 
metadata.

• Allows participation of your patrons and 
community. 



Usability 
and 
reusability

Quickly 
download, 
embed, and 
attribute 
images on 
Wikimedia 
projects or 
other 
webpages.

Description, 
attribution, and 
metadata.

File history.

File usage on 
all Wikimedia 
projects.

Camera/image 
metadata.

Categories.



ce
Liberty

Absolution
Redemption

Nachos

● National Archives 
and Records 
Administration 
collection: Records of 
the Office of the 
Chief Signal Officer, 
1860 - 1985

● Taken April 13, 1942 
in Columbus, 
Georgia



ce
Liberty

Absolution
Redemption

Nachos



BaGLAMa2 metrics tool

https://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools
/baglama2/index.html



CC by SA 4.0, Arne Wossink

Mass uploading of 
images with Pattypan
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/Commons:Pattypan

https://github.com/yarl/pattypan

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Pattypan
https://github.com/yarl/pattypan


Wikidata
• Open access collaboratively 

edited knowledge base.
• Launched in October 2012
• Each item is assigned a 

unique identifier consisting 
of Q + a number.

• Information is added through 
a controlled vocabulary of 
properties, each assigned a P 
number.





Q + P + Q 
Item + Statement or Identifier + Value



http://query.wikidata.org/



Questions?
robert.fernandez@wikimediadc.org

@wikigamaliel

Wikipedia + Libraries: 
www.facebook.com/groups/WikiLibrary/


