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- Children of the Sunday Schoals
DISTRICT OF ST. JOHN’S,

“ MANCHESTER.,

S
———

I HERE present you with an Explanation of the Church Catechism,
which you have so often’heard me repeat to you at the Sunday
“Evening Lecture in the Church. It will be.mymost devout prayer
to the FATHER of Mercies, that ke will be pleased to blessit to your
instruction and edification; and I have no doubt of his so blessing
it, provided that you alsojoin your sincere prayers to mine for this
happy purpose. Permit me then to hope, that whensoever you
peruse the following ﬁagaf, you will first lift up your hearts to Jesus

Christ in some such short form of supplication as the following.

O Lord Jesus® Christ, who alone givest instruction and under-
standing to understand thy will, grant me the grace of a teachable -

mind, that I may attain unto the true knowledge of thee and of my-
self. Open mine eyes to sec the wondrous things of thine eternal
‘Word aid Wisdom. _ Take from me all ignorance and hardness of
. heart, thatd may ever be both willing and thankful to become thy
disciple.—Let no pleasure, no gain or glory of this world, ever ap-
ar to me s0 desirable as the pleasure, the gain and the glory of
oving and serving thee. Bless this little book of instruction to my
everlasting benefit, and make me both diligent in perusing it, and
sincere in applying it to the reformation of my life. All this I
further entreat thee in that most perfect form of words which thou
thyself bast tanght me; Our Father, &c, . . :
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AN '
EXPLANATION

OF THE

CHURCH CATECHISM.

PART L

Ox the Baptismal Vow.

Q Wnu is your name ?
A A or B
z does the Church begin her Cateclm- vmh .
qumng after your name ?

A. To remind me that I am a Christiau.

Q. How does. your name remind you that you are a
Christian ?

A. Because the name inquired after is my Chtistun
name, and this name was given me when I was made a
Christian,

Q. Have you then any other name besides your Clma-
tian name 7

A. Yes; my surname. -

Q What do you mean by your surname ?

A. The name which I have recelved from my earthly
parents

Q What is the reason of your bavmg these two names ?

A. My surname was intended to remind me of my
eatthly parentage and natyre, as being a child of man;
and my Christian name was intended to remind me of m
heavenly parentage and nature, as being a child of God;
for the original design of all names was to mark and express
the nature and guality of the things named.

- Q. What use then are you to make of your two names ?

A, Whensoever I am called by my surname, I ought to
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recollect that I'am a weak, ignorant, and corrupt child of'_

~ Adam; and whensoever | am called by my Christian name,
1 ought to reeollect that 1 am called and have power given
me 1o become a strong, wise and holy child of Gob, who
hath all strength, wisdom and holiness. ' .

Q. Who gave you that (your Christian ) name.?

A. My godfathers and godmothers, in my baptism,
swherein I was made a member of CHRIST, & child of Gob,
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. ,

Q. What do you mean by your godfathers and godmo-
thers?2 , s ;

A. My godfathers and godmothers are they, who have
pledged themselves- before Gop to provide for my Chris-

* tian education, and who have promised, in my name, be-
fore Gon, that I shall liveas a Christian ought to live.

Q. Isnot then the office of a godfather and godmother

of great importance? L

A. Yes; and therefore ought net to be undertaken by
any without due seriousness, arising from a consideration
of the very serious duties to which it binds them.

* Q. What do you mean by baptism?

~ A. Baptism is a sacrament appointed by Jesus CHRIST
himself, being, as to its outward form, an introduction into
the Christian church,and moreover a sign that the person

baptized may becewe. regenerate, and be saved, if he re-

pents of his sins, and believes in JEsus CHRIST a8 the
_great incarnate Gop and SAVIOUR. - .
Q. How are you made by baptism @ member of CaRIsST]
A. A member of CHRIST meansa member of CHRI' T'8

body, which is his church on earth, and his kingdom in - ’

heaven ; ami I become a member of that glorious body by
believing in JEsus CHRIST, and doing the work of repent-
ance according to his commandments. h

Q. How are you made by baptism a child of Gop?

A, A child of God is one who is regenerate, or born
‘anew of Gop's Holy Spirit; and | become such a child by’
Jiving according to the precepts of faith and charity, to
‘which I was introduced at baptism, and which 1 then pro-
mised by my godfathers and godmothers to observe. ]

Q. Aund how are you made by baptism ¢n inheritor of
the kingdom of heaven 2 / ,
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A. The kingdom™ of heaven is a kingdom of heavenly
love, of heavenly wisdom, and of heavenlylife, consequent-
ly of heavenly-affections; heavenly thoughts, heavenly tem-
pers, and heavenly works, and I become an inheritor of '
that blessed kingdom, so far as by fulfilling the conditions
of baptism, [ am purified from all my natural corruptions,
and renewed in the divine image and likeness of JEsUs
CHR1sT my Gob and SAVIOUR.

Q. Is it not a great privilege and happiness to become
a member of CHRIST, a child of Gob, and an inheritor of
the kingdom of heaven ? ’ S

A. Yes; it is infinitely above every other privilege and
happiness whatsoever, because it is a privilege and happi-

"ness which endures for ever, whereas every other privilege
and happiness, if separate from this, is of short duration.
Moreover, -it restores man to his original purity, opens to
him the gates of paradise, leads him to conjunction of life.

- with Gob, and puts him in possession of a gain and glory,
as far exceediug any thing of the gain and glory of this
world, as beaven is above earth, and God above man.

Q’} What did your godfathiers and godmothers then fof
you : , '

A. They did promise and vow three things in my name ;

JSirst, that I should renounce the devil and all his works,
the pomps and vanity of thiswicked world, and all the sin-

Jul lusts of the flesh: secondly, that I should believe all
the articles of the Christian fuith : and thirdly, that I
should keep God's holy will and commandments, and walk
in the same all the days of my life. . ‘ . A

Q. What do you understand here by the Dygvil, whose
works you promise to renounce? '

" A. By the devil I understand all the wicked spirits of
darkness, who are described in the sacred scriptures as go-
ing about like a roaring lion, seeking whom they may de-
vour, (1 Pet. v, 8.) . ,

Q. Can you tell me any of the names by which this
great enemy of mankind is marked in the word of God?

-A. Heis there marked by the names of all unclean,

poisonous, and ferccious animals, as serpents, vipers, !‘?"

ders, dragons, wolves, bears, &c. &c. to denote both bis

cunning, his strength, and his malignity ; and he is ex-
A2
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pressly called by Jesus Christ, both a liar and a murderer,

(John viii. 44.) to teach us that he is at ouce disposed both

to deceive and to destroy the souls of men. _

Q. Can yau tell me any of the works of this great

enemy ? - : -
A. JEsus CHRIST, in the parable of the sower, saith of

those by the way-side, Then cometh the Devil and taketh

_ away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe

and be saved, (Luke viii. 12.) And in the parable’ of the’
tares of the field, be saith expressly, the enemy that sow-

etk them is the Devil, (Matt. xiii: 39.) And speaking of the

wicked and unbelieving Jews, he saith of them, Ye are

of your father the Devil, (Jpbn viii. 41.) And inthe Reve-

Jation, the Devil or Satan is described as deceiving the

whole world, (Rev. xii. 9.) And in the gospel the same

wicked being is perpetually recorded as tempting men to.
all evil, in like manner as be tempted the Saviour of the

world. - :

. Q. What do you learn from hence? :

A. That the principal works of the Devil are, [st. to
oppose the truth of God’s most holy word in the minds of
men; 2udly, to infuse all bad thoughts and inclinations ;
3dly, thus to make men his children, by making thewn as
wicked as himself; and 4thly, by cunning arts and subtle-
ties to separate men from God, and plunge them’into the
depths of bis own malignity and wretchedness.

Q. And what do you mean then by remouncing the
Devil and all his works? .

A. To renounce any thing is to turn the mind away from
it with dis'like and abhorrence ; and therefore to renounce
the Devil and all his works, is to turn away the miod with
dislike and abhorrence from him and from all his wicked
purposes. It is therefore to dislike and abhor the arts and
ptratagems by which he would oppose the truth of God’s
most holy word in my mind. It is also to dislike and ab-
hor every bad thought and inclination, which he is ever
labouring to infuse. And it is lastly to dislike, to abhor,
and manfully to resist every temptation, by which he
would, lead me to forget God, and would thus finally make
me his own child and servant,



7 . .

Q. How ought you then to be aﬁ'ec(ed in regard to the

Devil and all his‘works?
. A. 1 ought seriously to consider that this great enemy is
ever at hand to deceive and to destroy me. And I ought
therefore to be as much afraid of cherishing the fonlish
thoughts and bad inclinations which he suggests, ‘as I
should be afraid of taking a viper into my bosom, or of
“thrusting my head into the mouth of a livn, or a bear.

Q. What do you mean by the pomps and vanity of
this wicked world, which you have also promised to re-
nounce ?

A. By the pomps and vanily of this wicked world, {
mecan all worldly riclies, houwours and pleasures, which
would seduce my heart from God, by tempting me to
love them more than the true riches, the true hondurs, and
the true pleasures which come from God.

Q. Are worldly riches, honours and pleasures then in
" themselres sinful, and to be rejected ?

A. No; they are only sinful when they are loved more
than the spiritual and eternal riches, honours and plea-
sures which are of God, and thus when they are loved
Jor themselves, and not. for the ends and purposes which
God desigued by them. - It is not therefore forbidden that
man should be rich, or that he should- enjoy worldly ho-
nours and pleasures, it is only forbidden that he should
exalt those things in his affections more than God, than
His riches, His honours and His pleasures.

Q. Can you mention any passages in the Sacred Scnp-
tures which teach you that the werld is an enemy?

A. Jesus CHRIST saith of his Disciples, T/ci, are not '
(1]

of the world, even as I am not of the world, (John xvii.
16,) and in anotber place, Be of good cheer, I have over-
come the world, (John xvi. 33.y And the Apostle John

. writes to the same effect, where he says, Love. not the
world, neither the things that are in the world, (1 John
ii. 15,) and again, Whatsocver is born-of GoD overcometh
the world, (1 Joha v. 4,) and agdm, We know that we are
of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness, (1 John
v. 19.)

. Q. How ought you then to be affected in regard to the
world 2

RIS ] Wy
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A. T ought to reflect seriously that the world is a very
dangerous enemy ‘to my salvation; and I ought therefore
to labour perpetually, through the Divine Grace, to over-
come this enemy, by taking heed to myself that its riches,
honours and pleasures are uever exalted in my heart and
its affections above the eternal riclies, honours and plea-
sures which are of God and his kingdom. .

Q. What do you mean by the sinful lusts of the flesh,
which you have promised to renvunce?

A. By the sinful lusts of the flesh are meant, in a ge-
neral sense, all the corruptions of the heart of man; in its
natural state of alienation from God; and in a particular
sense the appetites of the body, when they would live unto -
themselves, unrestrained- and unsanctified by the spirit of
the love and wisdom of God, C

Q. Are the appelites of the body then in themselves
hurtful? - : -

A.,No; they only become hurtful whén they are suf-
fered to hdve rule and. pre-eminence, by being regarded
as the great ends of life, and by being indulged in as the
-sources of true happiness; whereas_ when they are com-
pelled to submit themselves to the government of the di-
vine love and wisdom, and to acknowledge that all true
happiness is from a divine source, they then become use-
ful servants by administering to divine purposes.

. Q. Can you illustrate what you say by any instance ?

A. Yes; by the instance of the bodily appetite of eat-
ing and drinking; for if this appetite be suffered 10 reign
without restraint, and to be regarded as the source of
true happiress, daily experience teaches that in such case
it beecomes highly injurious both to the souls and bodies
of men, by separating both from the blessing of God;
but if this appetite be placed under the restraints of reason
and religion; or, as the Apostle expresseth it, if, whe-
ther we eat or drink, we do all to the glory of God, (1
Cor. x. 31,) it then admiuisters at ouce to the health and
preservation both of body and mind, by connecting both
with the divine blessing and protection.

. Q. Can you mention any passages in_the Sacred Scrip-
gures, which teach you that the flesh is an enemy?
A. Yes; St. Paul teaches, that the flesh lusteth against

.
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the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh ; and that these
are contrary the one to the other, (Gal. v. 17,) and in
another place he savs, They that are CHRIST’S have cru-
cified the flesh with the uffections and lusts, (Gal. v. 24,)
and again, If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if
ye through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye

shall live, (Rom. viii. 13.) : '

Q. How ought you then to be affected in regard to the
lusts of .the flesh ? 3

A. I ought to keep them in subjection to the govern-
ment of the spirit of God, that so they may no longer tend
-to separate me from the divine blessing and protection,

.but may rather administer to my salvation, by helping me
to live more to the glory of God. - -

Q. Dost thou not think that thou art bound to believe
and do as thy godfathers and godmothers have premised
Jor thee? = T s B

" A, Yes, verily, and by God's help so I will : and I hear-
tily thank our heavenly Father that he hath called me to
this state of salvation through Jisus CHRIST our SAVI-
OUR ; and I pray unto Gob to give me his grace that I
may continue in the same unto my life’'send. -

Q. Why do-you say by God’s help so I will?

A. Because I cannot do the things which my godfathers
;nd godmothers bhave promised for me, without God’s
-help. C i
Q. How do you prove this from the Sacred Scrip-
tures? - '

A. Jesus Christ saith to his Disciples, Without me ye
can do nothing, (John xv. 5,) and his Apostle says, Itis
God that worketh in you both to will andto do of hkis.good
pleasure, (Philip ii. 13.) '

Q. Are you then to depend upon God to do every thing
for you, without doing any thing yourself? -

" A. No; I ought to exert myself, as if every thing de.
pended on my own exertions, but still to believe and ac-
kuowledge that my exertions are from God. 1 ought
Aberefore, as of myself, to renounce the Devil and all his
works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and all
_the sinful lusts of the flesh, but stili to do this under the
full persuasion that all my power to do so is of God. For

»
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if I was to depend upon God to do every thing for me,
without using my own exertions, then 1 should be a mere
machine and not a man ; and if 1 was to depend upon my
own exertions, without God, then my own exertions would
but separate me more from God : whereas, when I use my
own exertions in humble dependence on the divine grace
and help, then all my own exertions .tend to conjoin me
with God and God with me.

Q. You say, I heartily thank our heavenly Father that
he hath called me to this state of salvation, through Je-

sus Christ our Saviour—what is it you understand by this

state of salvation ? o
A. By this state of salvation I understand the state in

which I am called to renounce the Devil and all his works,

the pomps and vanity of.this wisked warld, and all the sin-
ful lusts of the flesh, and also to believe all.the articles
of the Christian faith, and to keep God’s holy will and
camllg;anﬂmenu,, and walk in the same all the days of
my hfe. .
~ Q. And why do you call this a state of salvation?
A.. Because if I continue to renaunce the Devil, and all
his works, &c. as my godfathers and.godmothers have preo-
mised for me, I shall then be saved from all my spiritual
enemies, and from:all that eternali death and: misery into
which they would plunge me..
Q. Why do you say, Through Jesus Christ our Sa-
| olowr? - . ]
* . A. Because salvation from spiritual enemies and destiuc-
tionis effected solely by Jesus Christ.

Q. -How do you prove this from the Sacred Scriptures?

A. The Apostle Peter saith of Jesus Christ, Neither is
there salvation in any other ; for there is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved,
(Acts iv. 12.) And the angel, who announced to the shep-
herds the birth of Jesus Christ, saith, For unto you is
born this day, in the city of David, a SAVIOUR, which-is
CHRIST the LorD. ’ .-

Q. You say, I pray unto God to give me his grace, what
is it you understand by the grace of God ? ' :

A. The help of his Holy Spirit, to enable me to do what
my godfathers and godmothers bave promised for me,
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Q. How do you knsw that God will give his Holy Spi-
3it to those who pray for it?

A. Jesus Christ says, Ask, and it shall be given you;
seck, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you, (Matt, vii. 7. Luke xi. §,) and in another place, -
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall your heavenly Fa<
ther give'the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (Matt.
vu. 11.)

*.Q. Is it not then a great blessing and privilege to be able
to pray?
-~ A. Yes; itis what pnnclpally distinguishes between a
man and a beast; for it was never. known that a beast
could:pray, because it is impossible for a beast to have any
idea of a:God and another world,. inasmuch as he is made
for this werld only.” But man, being created to live for
ever in another world, has the capacity of thinking :about
that' world ‘and its God, and of being affected by such
thought, -and- ‘thus ‘is capable of expressing such ‘his
thoughts and aﬂ"ectnons, and this is what is properly meant
by prayer. -

Q. How often ought yon to oﬂ'er up your prayers unto

God for his.grace?
" A. Every morning and evening at least, and at other
times, as occasion is presented. The Psalmist says, Even-
ing and morning -and at noon will I pray, and cry aloud H
zmdhe shall hear my voice, Psalm lv. 17.

Q. What are the particular indacements to prayer? .

A. The hope of obtaining God’s grace, and thus of be-
coming his wise and holy child, and of bemg prepared for
his everlasting kingdom. -

Q: Is the grace of God tben a thing of snch high
value?

* A, Yess it is of mﬁmtely more value |han all the
wealthand glory of this world, because the wealth and
glory of this werld can enly delight me.for a few .mo-
ments, but the grace of God can make me bappy to all
eternity.

Q. How ought you to be aﬂ‘ected by this considera.
tion ?

‘A1 onght to pray every day as eamestly to God for
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his grace, as I would ask for a purse of gold, if I was
sure of receiving it for asking. And I ought to reflect,

. that God is continually waiting every day tq give me more

than a purse of gold, whensoever he sees that I am dis-

- posed to value it aright, and to ask for it accordingly.

Q. You say, That I may continue in the same unto my
Uife's end—what does the sume here refer 1o?

A. To the state of seloation before mentioned.

Q. Why do you say unto my life’s end ? .

A. Because Jesus Christ saith, ke that endureth unto
the end shall be saved, (Matt. x. 22,) and therefore I
ought, through God’s grace, to persevere in the way of his
commandments, until I have gained the victory over all
my spiritual enemies, and. am become his wise and holy
child, perfectly renewed in his divine image and likeness.

Q. Is your growth then iin God's grace a gradual

" work ?

A. Yes; it is not to be effected by any sudden starts or
fits of devotion, but, like the growth of the badily life, re-
quires time and patience for its accomplishment.

Q. How ought you to be affected by this considera«
tion?. e :

A. T ought to labour every day to be advancing towards
a full maturity and perfection in spiritual life, by renounc-
ing all my corrupt tempers, affections, thoughts, werds
and works, which are contrary to the love of God and
my neighbour, and by cherishing all those heavenly in-
clinations and dispositions, which™ are of God, and which
tend. to make me his beloved child. And I oughtnot to
be discouraged by any opposition which I may meet with
in the progress of this work, but rather to expect it, and
bear it patiently, after the example of my blessed Savi-
our, who through successive trials and combats glorified
or made divine his human nature, agreeable to his own de-
claration, Ought not Christ to have suffered thesy things,

" and to enter into his glory ? (Luke xxiv. 26.)



PART IL

On the Articles of Christian Faith.

A. I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth : and in Jesus Christ his only Son our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilute, was
crucified, dead -and buried : he descended into hell ; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he uscended inte
heaven, and sitteth on the vight hand of God, the Father
Atmighty ; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I belicve én the Holy Ghost ; the holy ca~
tholic church ; the communion of saints ; the forgiveness
of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and the life ever-
lasting. Amen. ) )

Q. What do you learn from these articles to believe con-
cerning God? :

A. Thbat he is the Father Almighty, maker of Aeaven
and earth?

Q. What do you mean when you call Gop by the nanie
of FATHER? -
.- A, The name Father, when applied to God, denotes
that he is the divine source of all life, aud of every thing
that receives life, especially of his owo most holy life of
love and wisdom, and of all those his beloved children
who receive this life from him, and cherish it in their own
lives. S ' :

Q. What else is iuvolved in the term Father, as applied
to God? :
B

Q. Ruuunsa the articles of thy belicf.
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A. Tt denotes that God has a most tender love and re-
gard towards all things which he has created, and especi-
ally towards those. who receive his life of love and wis-
.dom; and that from this his most tender love and regard,
~he is disposed to bless, guide, defend and preserve them,
and as far as possible to communicate to them all that he
hath, and make them one with himself.

Q. How ought you to be affected by these considera-

« tions ? . v
A. T ought to reflect that my life, with all its blessings,
is continually from God, and that if God was to withhold
_ the communication of his life, though but for a moment,

in that mowment I should instantly drop down dead like a
corpse, and cease to exist. | ought to reflect further, that
the power which I possess to think of Gud, to love bim,
and to obey him, is a power which [ derive continually
from him, and that it is given me for this blessed purpose,
that I may attain by it eternal cowmunication and con-
junction of life with God, and thus become one with him,
and be made a partaker of all his divine blessings. And
1 ought still further to reflect, what a signal houour
and high privilege it is to have such a Being for my Fi-
ther, and how infinitely above all the glory and distine-
tion of worldly birth and greatness, is this glory and dis-
tinction to become the beloved child of such a Divine and
Eternal Parent.

Q. What do you mean when you say that Gop is AL~
MIGHTY? .

A. I mean that he has all power to effect the purposes
of his own love and wisdom.

. Q. Butif God be thus Aléighty, ‘why then doth he not
destroy the devil, and compel all men to be good ? '

A. Because that would not be acting according to the
" purposes of his own love and wisdom, which require that”
man should be left free to his own determination, since if -
he be not free, he can never be good, consequently can
never be happy, for what a man is forced to is" not his,
and therefore can never make him either holy or blessed.

Q, How ought you then to be aftected by the counsider-
ation of God’s Almightiness 2 :

- A. T ought to reflect that God has all power to bless

-
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me, so long as [ endeavour freely to fulfil the purposes of
his love aud wisdom; but I ought not to expect that he -
will bless me, if 1 oppose those purposes, because then he
would be acting in eoppesition to himself, since God and
his purposes are ome and the same thing. I ought also
Jreely 1o use the power which God coutinually gives me
for my salvation, as if it was my own power independent
of God; but still to ackuowledge secretly, and from my
heart, that it is his, and mine only for mine own use and
benefit in making me bis ehild. _

Q. What do you mean when you say that Gop is maker
of heaven and earth? ' .

A. By heaven and earth 1 understand both the invisible
and visible worlds, with all things that are therein, and by
being the maker of heaven and earth, I therefore under-
stand, that Gud bas made both worlds, with all their re-
spective inhabitants, creatures and things.

Q. Are there then two worlds ? .

A. Yes; there is the world which is seen, and the world
which is vot seen, one being the habitation of men and
the otlier of angels and spirits. .

. Q. How oughbt you then to be affected by the consider
ation that God is the maker of heaven and earth?

A. T'ought to reflect that all things both visible and in-
visible are the works of God, and therefore when I behold
the sun, the moon, and the stars, together with the beauti-
ful animals and plants which abound in this lower world,
I ought to regard them as the manifestations and effects of
God’s divine goodness, power and wisdom, and thus to
look through them to their Divine Source in the eternal
world, All the visible objects of this world would thus
become the means of elevating my thoughts and affections
to God and his kingdom, and I should never behold them
but they would present to me, as.in a glass, the images of
those heavenly and everlasting realities, of which they are
merely the emblems, or material representatives: for so
JEsus CHRIST teaches me to counsider them, when he de-
clares them to be figures of himself and of his church, as
where he calls himself a vine, the light of the world, a
door, &c. and where his disciples, or the members of his

/
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church, are ealled his sheep, bis lambs, the salt of the
earth, &c.

Q. What do the articles of your Christian faith teach
-you to believe concerning Jesus Christ?

A. That he was Gob’s only Son our LoRD; that he was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary ;
that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried ; that he descended into hell, and also
did rise the third day from the dead ; that he ascended
“into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Fa-

 ther Almighty, and from thence shall come again to judge

* the quick and the dead. o o

Q. What do you believe concerning his conception by
the Holy Ghost? : : ‘ '

A. I believe, agcording to the testimony of the angel to
the Virgin Mary, that the Holy Ghost came upon her, and

. the power of the highest overshadowed her, therefore also
the holy thing which was born of her was called the Son

of God. (Luke i. 35.) . ,

Q. .And what do you believe concerning his being born

- of the Firgin Mary 2 )

A. 1 believe that in her was aecomplished the prophecy
of Isaiah, where it is written, Behold a Virgin shall be
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall
call his nume Emmanuel, which being interpreted is Gop
WITH US. (Isa.vii. 12. Matt.i. 23.)

" Q. And what do you believe coneerning his suffer-

_dings? :
"~ "A. T believe that as to his human nature be endured all
possible contradictions and oppositions both from wicked

"~ men and wicked spirits. :

Q. And what do you believe concerning his cruci-
fiaion ?

o A. 1 believe that this was the last and most grievous of
all his trials, consisting in being fastened to a cross as to
his body, and in being exposed to all the malice of the
powers of darkness as to his mind. '

Q. Aund what do you helieve as to his death and burial?
~ A. T believe that on the cross his soul was really sepa-
“rated from his body, so that his body was totally deprived

- of life, and in that state was laid in a grave.
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Q. And what do you believe concerning his descent info -
hell? ;

A. I believe that he engaged in combat against-all the
powers of hell and darkness, and thus subdued theus, ull
removed them from man, agreeable to his own declaration
where he saith, Now is the judgment of this world ; now
shall the prince of this world be cast out: (Johmxii. 31.)
and in another place, I bekeld Satan as lightning fall
Jrom heaven. (Luke x. 18.). ' .

Q. And what do you believe concerning his resurre¢-
tion from the dead ? .

A. I believe that when his body had lain three days in
the grave, it was raised up again by bis own divine powen,
and that he was seen in this risen body by great numbers
of his disciples, and did eat and drink, and converse with
them during the space of forty days. ‘

. Q. And what do you believe concerning his ascension.
into heaven, his sitling at the right hand of God, and his
’ comz‘n% again to judge the quick and the dead.

A. I believe that in the presence of his disciples he was
taken up from them into heaven, and entered into the most
intimate union with his eternal Father, by virtue of which
union bhe had all power in héaven and in earth transferred
to him, and was appointed the judge of all, agreeable te
bis own words, 4l power is given unto ME in heaven and
in earth; (Matt. xxviii. 18.) and again, the Fother judg«
elh no man, but hath commitled all judgment unto the
Son. (Joln v. 22.) .

Q. How then ought you to be affected by what you are
taught to believe concerning JEsus CHRIST ? :

A. I ought humbly and reverently to approach and adore
bim as my Gop and Saviovk manifested in the flesh, and
manifested for this end, that I migbt see, and-know, and
belicve in him, and might thus draw nigh unto and attain
conjunction with the ETRERNAL FATHER, through that di-
vine body or humanity in which hg now and for ever
dwells. I ought also to believe that there is now mo other
way of approach unto the invisible FATHER, but by and
through that visible body or humanity which he was pleas-
ed to assume in the person of JEsus CHRIsT. And lastly,
I ought to believe that by the sufferings and death of JE~

B2 :
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sUs CHRIST, a great work of judgment and redemption
was wrought, by which the powers of darkness were over-
come and removed from man, and the powers of heaven
and salvation were brought near unto him, and man was
thus brought into a state capable of being saved, which
otherwise would have been impossible.

Q. Can you mention any passages in -the Sacred Scrip-
tures, which teach and confirm these great truths concern-
ing JEsus CHRIST? :

A. Yes; Jrsus CHRIST says, come unto ME; abide in
ME; he that liveth and believeth in Mg, shall never die;
(Matt. xi. 28. John xv. 4. chap. xi. 26.) and bence I con-
clude that I ought to draw nigh unto Jesus CHRIST, and
-believe in him as my Gop and SAVIOUR, and seek con-
junction with the ETERNAL FATHER by and through him.
Jesus Christ says again, no man cometh to the FaTnER but
by Me; I am the Door ; by ME if any man enter in he
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pas-
ture ; he that hath seen ME hath seen the FATHER ; (Jobn
xiv. 6. chap. x. 9. chap. xiv.9.) and hence I conclude
again, that the invisible Father cannot be approached and
come at, but by and .through the humanity of Jesus
CHRIST, in which he is made visible, approachable and
known, and which’on this account is called THE DooOR.
Lastly, Jesus Christ says, at the time of his bitter suffer-
ings, now is the judgment of this world, now shall the
prince of this world be cast out; and I, if I be lifted up
Jrom the earth will draw all men unto ME; (Jobn xii. 81,
32.) and hence I conclude, that by the sufferings and death
of Jesus Christ a great work of judgment was accom-
plished, the powers of darkness (called the prince of this
world) were subdued and removed, and the humanity of
Jesus CHRIST was exalted to be a SaviourR and DEe-
LIVERER Of the fallen human race, by drawing and ele-
va‘ing all out of corruption, sin and death, into the closest
bonds of conjunction with himself in righteousness, joy
and peace. )

" Q. What do%ou believe concerning the HoLY GHOsT?

A. That he is the COMFORTER and SPIRIT of TRUTH,
promised by Jxsus CARIST to all his true disciples, to
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convince them of sin, of righteousness, and of Judgmtut,
und to lead them into all truth.

Q. From whom does this Holy Ghost proceed ?

A. From the glorified humanity of Jesus Chnst

Q. How do you prove this?

A. It is wrnitten that the HoLy GHOST was not yet
(given,) because JEsus was not yet glorified, (John vii.
39.) and it is written again, that Jesus, after his resurrec-
tion, breathed on his disciples, and said, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost ; (Joha xx, 22.) and again, Jesus saith to his disci-
ples, speaking of his return to the Father, [ will not leave
you comfortless, I will come to you ; (John xiv. 18.) and
hence 1 conclude that the Holy Ghost is the eperation and
effect of the glorified humanity of Jesus Christ, when it
was made one with the eternal Father; and that thus, as
itis expressed in the creed, the Holy Ghost proceeds from
the Father and the Son made one in the glorified and divine
person of Jesus Christ,

Q. How ought you then to be affected by the conslder-
ation of the Holy Ghost ?

A. I ought to reflect that my body is $the temple of thls
holy spirit of the Great and Holy God; and I ought to

keep it pure and undefiled 'accordingly. " I ought also to - -

"consider what a high and blessed privilege it is to have
such a holy and heavenly guest ever dwelling within me,
and what a sacred obligation is thus imposed upon me to
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world,
that so I may never either offend, quench or resist this di-
‘vine inhabitant, but may rather grow continually in all the
heavenly graces and virtues which he is disposed to pro-
duce in me.

Q. You say that ynu believe in the koly catholic church
—what do you here understand by the word church?
" A. The word churchis here used to denote, not a build-
ing of wood and stone only, which, when consecrated to
sacred purposes, is frequently called a church, but a con.
gregation of faithful people, who fear God and keep his
commandmems, accordmg to which sense it is used in

+ Matt. xvi. 18. 1 Cor. i.2. Eph. v. 25, and many olber

passages in the sacred scriptures.

Q. Why is- this chmch called holy 2
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&. Because it consists of none but koly people, who
live good and holy lives, according to the Aoly truth of
God’s word, and under the influence and guidance of his
most Holy Spirit.

Q. And why is it called catholic?

. A. Because catholic meuns universal, and the church of

God is aniversal, inasmuch as it is formed of all through-
out the universe, who love him and keep his comwand-
ments. . ‘

Q. How then ought you to be affected by a belief in the
Aoly catholic church? :

A. I ought to endeavour to become ope of this  great,
holy and extended family of Jesus Christ, and for this
purpose [ ought to cherish holy tempers and dispositions,
and to live a good and holy life agreeable to the precepts
of Jesus Christ. I ought likewise to love and respect all
the members of his family, howsoever they may be distin-
guished from one another by their particular opinions;,
rames, and forms of worship, knowing that Jesus Christ

loves and respects all who sincerely love him and live ac- -

eording to his will.

Q. What do you believe concerning the communion of
saints? o ’ .

A. I believe that saints are all those who are sanctified
by the Holy Spirit, through obedience to the truth of
God’s most holy word, and that all such throughout the
earth form one body or communion, so that they communi-
cate in the graces; virtues, excellencies and blessing one of
another, and as far as lies in their power, comfort and edify
one.another, just like the members of the natural body. 1
believe further, that there subsists a secret invisible commu-
mication and conjunction between these suints on earth and
the holy angels in Leaven, so that the latter are always mi-
nistering to the former, and impartingto them all the bless-
ings of their own heavenly kingdom. _

Q. Can you mention any passages in theSacred Scriptures,
_ which teach you that the holy angels in heaven have such
communion with good men here on earth? )

A, Yes; it is written in the book of Psalms, the angel
.of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him
and delivereth them; (Psalm xxxiv. 7.) and Jesus Christ
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teaches, in speaking of little children, that their angels do
always (orin every thing) behold the face of his Father
which is in heaven ; (Mait. xviii, 10.) and the apostie says,
in speaking of the angels, are they not all ministering spi-
rits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation? (Heb.1i.14.) ]

Q. How ought yon then to be affected by this article of
your faith, the commumion of saints ?

"~ A. Iought to aspire continuaily, by a good and holy life,
after the high honour and happiness of becoming a mem-
- ber of that blessed commanion, and thus of entering into
consociation and communication with all the children of
God on earth, and with all his hely angels in heaven. I
ought to consider likewise how terrible a thing sin is, which
tends to banish me from such holy communication, and how
delightful and blessed a thing the love of God is, which
makes angels my friends, and invites them to dwell with
e, as my everlasting comforters and protectors.
. Q} What do you believe concerning the forgiveness of
sins? -

A. T believe that by the forgiveness of sins, when ap-
plied to God, is meant their remission or removal from
man, and that, therefore, this article of faith implies that
God remits or removes the sins of all those who believe in
Jesus Christ and do the work of repentance. ’

Q. Why is a belief in-JESUS CHRIST necessary for the
remission or removal of sins?

A. Because sins cannot be remitted or removed but by
a divine power, and all divine power is now exercised by
JIesus CHRIST alone, who testifies, that he kath all power
both in heaven and in earth, (Matt. xxviii. 18.) It is ne-
cessary therefore to believe that Jesus Christ hath this
power, and to apply to him forit, otherwise it is impossi-
ble that man can experience the benefit of that power in
the remission or removal of his corruptions.

Q. And why is it necessary for man to do the work of
repentance before his sins can be remitted ?

A. Because the work of repentance implies that man be-
gins to hate and abominate all sin, and sins can never be
remored until they are hated and abominated ; for whata
man loves, and cherishes with affection, remains with
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him, but what he hates and abominates is separated from
him ; the reason is, because man’s love is himself, and
therefore, whatsoever abides in the love, must needs asbide
in the man, but whatsoever is expelled from the love, is
expelled also from the man, .
Q. How ought you then to be affected by the considera-
tion of this article of faith, the forgiveness of sins?

A. 1 ought to consider and to be truly thankful for the

" astonishing love and mercy of my heaveuly Father, mani-
fested in the tenderness with which he regards wmy. infir-
mities and corruptions. I ought also, further 1o reflect
with humble gratitude, on his infinite condescension in
coming down here on earth, in the person of Jesus Christ,
to enable me to depart from all iniquity, and to renounce
all'my sins. And lastly, I ought to go to Jesus Christ
continually for grace to effect this renunciation, at the
same lime keeping diligent watch over my own heart and
all its affections, that I may never love and cherish any
inclination which is cootrary to his love, but rather may

- Jabour to muke all sin and trausgression bateful and abo-
minable to me.- v

Q. What do you believe concerning the resurrection of
the body 2 : ‘

A. I believe that when the material body is put off by
what is called death, the soul will immediately rise again

“in al;piritual body, and enter with that body into another
world,

Q. How do you prove that your body in the resurrec-
tion will be a spiritual, not a materéal body?

A. The apostle says expressly it is sown a natural body,
it is raised a spiritual body, (1 Cor. xv. 44.) and in ano-
ther place, flesh and blood cannot inkerit the kingdom of
God, (1 Cor. xv. 50.)

Q. What do you believe further concerning this spi-
ritual body?

A. I believe that with such as have lived good and holy
lives, it will be a beautiful and glorious body, but with
such as have lived in sin and impenitence, it will be a de-
Sormed and monstrous body. .

Q. How do you prove this?
~ A. The apustle says, concerning true believers, that
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Jesus Christ will change their vile bodies, that they may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body, (Phil. iii, 2.) and
hence there is reason to conclude, that if the bodies of
true believers are to be changed into glorious, couse-
quently beautiful, bodies, the bodies of unbelievers will
also be changed iuto an image agreeable to their state of
impenitence and unbelief, thus into deformed and mon-

sirous bodies. . ) ,
Q. How ought you then to be affected by this article of
your Christian faith, the resurrection of the body ?

A. I ought to consider seriously and continually, that
all the ruling affections, inclinations, tempers and disposi-
tions of my mind, impress their form and image on my spi-
ritual body, so that it will appear hereafter from my body,
what sort of life I have lived here in the world, and thus will
* be awfully fulfilled the words of Jesus Christ, There isno-

thing covered which shall not be revealed, (Matt, x.°20.)

I ought further to cherigh in myseif all heavenly affections,
inclinations, tempers and dispositions, from a persuasion
that they will tend to render my resurrection body more
beautiful and glorious; and for the same reason to reject
all infernal affections, inclinations, tempers and-disposi-
tions, because they have a tendency to stamp on my body
their own infernal, monstrous and deformed images.

Q. What do you believe concerniug the life everlust-
ing?, ’ ‘ ' '

g.:i I believe that what is called death is but a passage
from one world to another, and that consequently when
man dies, he only puts off that mortal covering which ren-:
dérs him an‘inhabitant of this world, and enters then upon
a new scene of things amongst the inhabitants of that eter-
nal world, in which be is to live for ever. -

" Q. Is there no difference then between man’s life in this
world and another? '

A. Yes; there is a great difference in this respect, that
good men in_the other world, howsoever they way have
been afflicted here, will then be made partakers of an in-'
conceivable and eternal happiness; whereas wicked men,
howsoever appareatly prosperous aud joyoys Yheir lives
may have been in this world, will then be plunged iato in-
conceivable and eternal misery, '
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Q. How do you prove this from the Sacred Scriptures?,

A. Jesus Christ says, (speaking of the wicked and the
righteous) These (viz. the wicked) shall go away irto ever-
dasting punishment ; but the righteous into life eterual.
(Matt, xxv. 40.) :

Q. How ought you then to be affected by this article of
your Christiau faith, ¢he life everlasting 2

A. I ought to consider seriously and continually, of how
little concern all the things of this world are, which I am
so seon to leave, compared with the glories of that eternal
world, into which I am so soon to enter. And I eught
-accordingly to live a wise and holy life here on earth, from
-a full conviction, thatas my life has been in this world, so
will it remain to all eternity, defiled and miserable, if 1 have
forgotten God, and neglected to keep his holy command-
ments; but on the contrary, pure and blessed, if 1 have
loved Jesus CHRisT, and endeavoured to form my whole
life according to the spirit of his precepts. - And lastly, I
ought to think of death,, not only without dread, but also
with consolation, because it is to be my introduction, if I
Jive well, into all the glory and blessedness of God’s ever-
lasting kingdonn. ‘

"Q. What do you mean by Amen at the end of your

creed ?

A. Amen at the end of the creed is intended to express
a confirmatéon of the truth of all the preceding articles, for
Amen in the original tongue signifies Truth, on which ac-
count Jesus Christ in the Revelations (Chap. iii. 14.) is
called the AMEN, because he is the SUPREME TRuTH.
None therefore can truly say 4men but in conjunction with
Jesus Christ, and none can have conjunction with Jesus
Christ but by living good and holy lives. Thus truth can
only be confirmed by a practice} Amen, and to say a prac- °
tical Amen, is to express it in the life, as well as -say it
with the lips, by walking in conformity to Jesus Christ,
and regarding him as the Beginning and the End of all
Christian faith, and love and practice. I ought therefore
to love supremely this GREAT INCARNATE Gob, snd
endcavour tv keep lis holy precepts of love and charity,
and then I shall learn to say Amen with my actions as well
as with my speech, because then all that | thivk and do
will be in conjunction with Jesus Christ,
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On the Ten Commandnqénls.

Q. You suid tlmt your godfathera and godmotlaers did
promise for you that you should keep Gon's cammandd
ments ; tell me how many there be?

A. Ten.” ]

Q. Which be they # )

A. The same which Gop spake in the twentieth chapter
of Exodus, saying, I amthe LorD thy Gob, who brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond-
age.

Q. On what occasion did Gon speak the ten command-
ments 1

A. On the occasion of the deliverance of the cluldren
of Israel out of the hands of theis Egyptian oppressors, and
at the time when they were journeying from Egypt through
the wilderness, in search of the happy land of Canaan, m
which Gop had promised to introduce them.

Q. Of what was this deliverance intended to be a type
or figure?

A. Of the mﬁmtely grenter deliverance from the bond-

“pge of sin, whichis accomplished by the GREAT Saviour
JesUS CHRIST, and of the infinitely happier land, that hea-
.venly Canaan, to which-ali manklnd are called by that IN-
CARNATE Gop. .

‘Q. Are the ten commandments then desugaed for the use
of Christians ?

A. Yes; for Jesus CHRIST says to the young nian -ho
asked him, What good thing skall I do that I may have

c . .
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eternal life? If thow wilt enter into life, keep the com-
mandments: and being questioned which? he replied, -
Thou shalt do no murder, thou shalt not commit adultery,
thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not-bear false false witness,
honour thy father and mother ; and, thou shalt love thy
-meighbour as thyself. (Matt. xix. 16,17, 18, 19. Mark
x. 17 to 23. ‘Luke xviii. 18 1023.)

Q. But JEsus CHRIST says of the young man, who had
kept these commandments, One thing thou lackest, go thy
way, sell whatsoever thoy hast, and give to the poor; and ~
thou shalt have treasure in heaven ; and come, take up the
cross, and follow me ; (Mark x. 21.) how is this to be un-
derstood? ) :

A. Itis to be understood as implying that the young
man had kept the commandments in the letier only, but.
not in the spirit. ;

Q. What do you mean by keeping the commandments
in the letter, and what by keeping them in the spérit ?

A. To keep the commandments in the letter, is to keep
them aceording to their literal and -external sense and sig-
nification; but to keep them in the spirit, is to keep them
according to their spiritual or more interior sense or signi-
fication. ) ,

Q.. Are the ten commandments then to be understood
according to a two-fold sense; a literal and a spirituad
sense ? . ] - oo .

A. Yes; for Jesus CHRIST says, My words are spirit
and they are life ; (John vi: 63.) and this observation must
needs be true of the ten commandments; as weil as of all
the-other words of JEsus CHRIST.

- Q.. Explain the first und second commandments accord-
ing o their two senses? - .

A. The first and second commandments teach in the let-
ter; that idols ought net o be worshipped, and also that
. no man, whether desd or alive, ought to be adored .as a
‘God :-they likewise teach further in the sense of the letter,
that no one except God, arid nothing but what praceedeth
from God, is to be.loved with the chief and: governing
love. » :
-~ Q. How do you prove from the Sacred Seriptnres, that
aecording to these commandmeuts, no being ought 1o he
loved more than God? - "

G
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A. I prove it from what Jisus CHRIST says, in explain-
ing these commandments, thou shalt love the Logrp thy
Gob with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. (Matt. xxiii. 37.) .

Q. Can you prove the same to be true from reason? .

A. Yes; because sound reason teaches, that the person,
or thing, which is loved with the chief or governieg love,
is to the lover a god and divine, as where a maw’s chief
and goveraing love centres in himself or the world, there
self aud the world are bis gods, agreeable to which idea it
is said by the apostle, that covétousness is idolatry. (Coloss.
dii. 5) . .

Q- And what de the first and second eommmandments
teach according to their spiritual or more interior sense
and signification ? oo

A. They teach that ne other Gop is to be worshipped
bat the LorD JEsUs CHRIsT, inasmuch as he is JEHovVaH,
who came into the world, and accomplished the work of
redemption, without which neitber man nor angels could
have beepsaved. They. teach.also that. JEsus CHRIST is
infinite, immense, and eternal; that he is omnipotent, om=

" . -miscient, sad omaipresent;: that he is the first and the

.dast, the beginning and the end, who was, is and will be ;
-and that he is essential love and essential wisdom, conse
-quently essential life.

. Q. What duty then are you taught by these two com=
.mandments 1

A. To believe in JEsUs CHRIST, to fear him, and to
Jove him with all my heart, with all my mind, and with all
my soul, and with all my strength; to worship him, to-give
.him thanks, to put my whole trust in bim, and to call
.upon him. - .

Q. Explain the third commandment according to its
.tweo sepses. ,

A. By taking the pame of JrHOVAH GoOD in vain, js
meant, in the natural sense, which is that of the letter, the
name itself, aud its abuse io common discourse, particularly
in supporting falsehoads, or lies,.and in unnecessary oaths,
.or with a view 10 exculpate any bad design, or in the
-practice of witcheraft snd incautations. And by takiog
_-the name of God in vain, in a spiritual seuse, is weant Lo
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blaspheme against his holy word, and against the divinity
of Jesus Christ.

Q. How do you prove that by the name of Gob is meant
his word and the humanity by which he manifested him-
self in the flesh ? ) :

" A. Because JEsUs CHRIST says, speaking of his holy
word, ““ I have declared to them thy name, and will de-
clare it,” (John xvii. 26.) aud in speaking of his divine
‘humanity, he says, FATHER, GLORIFY THY NaME.
> Q. What duty then do you learn from this command-
-ment ? : ) ’

A. To honour God’s holy word by a devout acknowledg-
‘ment that it is from him, and contains all the fulness. of bis
* :divine love and wisdom; and to honour the HumaNITY .

of JEsus CHRIST, by the devout acknowledgment that it
is divine, by reason of its full and complete union with the
ETERNAL FATHER, and that the ETERNAL FATHER,
can only be approached, known, found, aud truly wor-
‘shipped in, and by that HumaNITY. - :
* Q. Explain the fourth commandment according to its
two senses. : S :
' A. The fourth commandmeat in its natural sense, teaches
" “that six days are for man and his labours, and that the se-
~venth is for the Lord, and for man’s rest in dependance
on the Lord. And in the spiritual eense it teaches, the
eformation and regeneration of man by the Lord, accord-
ing to which sense, by six days of labour is signified man’s
‘warfare againsts the flesh and its concupiscencies, and at
‘the same time against the evil and false principles suggest-
‘ed 'to him from hell; and by the seventh day is signified
4man’s conjunction with the Lord, and its attendant peaee,
in consequence of. divine protection from-the powers of
-darkness. i
Q. How do you prove that this eommandment relates to
‘the reformation and regeneration of man, and to his con-
‘junction with the Lord ? 4 ’ :
"~ A. Because Sabbath, in the original tongue, means rest,
-and mao never enters into true rest until he becomes rege~ .
‘nerate and is thereby conjoived  with the Lord: and
‘since regeneration implies victory obisined over the na-
‘tural corruptions, and victory implies combat, therefore

. /7
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this combat and its labours are expressed and signified by
" the six days’ labour which precedes the sabbath.
Q. What duty do you learn from this commandment 7
A. To regard the sabbath day as a’day consecrated to
boly purposes, sach as instruction in divine things, a day
of rest from labours, and of meditation on subjects, that
concern salvation and eternal life; and to labour after reel
reformation and regeneration of heart and life, as the means
of attaining conjunction with Jesus CHRIsT, and thus of
€ntering into theeternal rest resulting*from the communi-
cations of his love and peace. . :
Q. Explain the fifth commandment according to its two
senses.
A. The fifth commandment, in its natural sense, teaches
. that children ought to honour their paremts, to obey theni,
to be dependent on them, and to be grateful for benefits
received from them. It teaches also, in the sarne sense,
that honour is due to a king and public magistrates, inas<
much as they provide in general for the good of the coni-
munity, as parents do for the privaté good of their partica-
lar families. In the same sense too it teaches that men
should, love their country, since they are mourished and
protected by their country. And i a spiritual sense this
commandment teaches further, that all men ought-to re.
vere and love God and the church, and since Jesus Christ
is the true God, and his church is the communion of saints
thréughout the earth, therefore all men by this command-
ment, are hound to teyere and love JestN Clirist and the
communion of saints. )
‘Q: How do you prove that by father and motker, in
the spiritual sense, are meant God and the ¢hwrch?
< AV T prove it from the Sacred Scriptures, which con-
tinually speak of God as the Father of his people, and of
-the church as a niotlier. - LT
Q. And how-do you prove that by Father is meant J&-
30s"CHRIST ? - : - ‘
* A1 prove it also from the Sacred Scriptdres, which so
frequently call Jesus. Christ by tlie name of Father, as in
the prophet Isaiah, unto us a child is dors, tento us a son
is given, and his name shall be called the mighty God; the
Everfasting Father ; (€hap:-ix, 6.)'and'it John, * Philip
c2 - .
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said, Shew ws the Father, and it sufficeth : Jesus said
unto him, He that seeth ME, SERTH THE FATHER: how
sayest thou (hen, Shkew us the FATHER 1" (John xiv. 8, 9.)
. Q. What duty do you learn from this commandment ?

A. To love, lionour, and succour, my father and mother ;
to honour and obey the king, and all that are put in autho-
zity under him ; to submit myself to all my teachers, spi-
ritual psstors and masters ; to order myself lowly and reve-

,

‘zently to all my betters; and lastly, to regard and honour

JEsus CHRIST as the eternal FATHER, avd his church as &
spiritual mother. :

Q. Explain the sixth commandment accordiug to its two
senses. .

A. The sixth commandment, in its matural sense,
teaches that no man ought to take away the life of another
man, neither to give any blow, or wound, which may be
the occasion of bis death; it alse implics, that ne injury
should be done to the good name or character of any per-
son, inasmuch as a fair character is, by many, held in the
same estimation with life itself. It further implies, that
1o one ought 1o hear malice and hatred in his heart against
another, since murder lies concealed in those deadly pas-

_sions, just as fire doth in wood embers. And in a spiritual

sense, this commundment ferbids all methods-of killing
and destroying the souls of men, or of doing any injury to

.the spiritual life.of another, which methods are various,

according to the several ways of turning others from God
and religion, bytinsinuating objections against them, and
exciting such scandalous suggestions as may beget aversion

‘towards them. Inthe same sense, by committing murder

is mednt to indulge basty reseniment against the LoRD,
to bear batred towards him, and to be desirous to blot out
his name. .

Q. How do you prove that by this commaudment is for-
bidden basty resentment against the Lord. ‘

A. Because the apostle says of all those, who, by reasan
of their corrupt affections, cherish such resentment, that

‘they crucify the Lord afresh, and put him to an open
.shame, (Heb. vi. 6.). '

. Q. What duties are you taught by ti;is commandment ?
A. To burt mo dody by word or degd; to bear no ma~

.
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lice or hatred in my heart; on no sccount to cherish the
spirit of hatred, countempt, and revenge towards any person,
but to endeavour to love my neighbour as myself, and es-
pecially to love and delight in Jesus CurisT, and all his
holy commandments,

Q. Explain the seventh comwandment according to its
two senses. . ' : -

. A. The seventh commandment, in its natural sense,
teaches, not only that man ought not to commit sdulrery,
but also that he ought net to cherish filthy and obscene
desires, nor give them vent in wanton thoughts, words and
actions ; and in & spiritual sense, it teaches, that man ought
not to adulterate what is gond and true in the holy word,
nor to deny its sanctity and profane it.

. Q. -How do you prove that this commandment forbids
_all filthy and obscene desires? ) ,

A. By what JEsts CHRisT teaches, when he says, that
Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath com-
milted adultery with her already in his heart, (Matt. v,
28.) from which words it is plain that there is an‘adultery
of the heart and its desires, as well as of the act.

Q. And how do you prove that it is forbidden in this
commandment to aduiterate what is good aund true in God’s
boly woid, and 10 deny. its sanctity and 1o profane it ?

A. 1 prove it from this conisideratiom that there is spiri-
tual marriage as well as nutursl marriage, and that spirinal
marriage consists in. being conjoined with the Lord, by and
through his holy werd; consequently to adulterate what is
-good and true in God’s holy word, and to deny and profane
its sanctity, is to commit spiritual adultery, since it defiles
and destroys that spiritual marriage ; and on this acconnt
.more especially the Jews.are called by the Lorp an adul.
terous generation. -
- Q. \5&:! duties do you learn from this commandment ?
. A, To keep my body in soberness, temperance and chas-
.tity, and n{ whole mind and life in the simplicity and pu-
rity of a willing and unfeigned obedience to JEsus Cunrst
.and his boly and pure precepts. _ :

Q. Explain the eighth commandment according to its
two senses., S o

.. A The eighth cma_ldhcnt, in its -natural sense,
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teaches that no one-ought to deprive another of his just
* right and property, under any pretence whatsoever; and
in this sense it prohibits likewise all impositions, and on-
lawful methods of gain, usary and exaction, togéther with
all fraudulent practices in the payment of duties and 1axes,
and in the discliarge of debts: and in the spiritaal sense,
this commandment teaches, that no one ought to deprive
another of spiritual property ;° viz. of the traths which he
embraces in (aith, by means of heretical opinions, and es<
pecially he aught not -to take away divine power from-the
Lorp by appropriating to kimself the Lord’s ment and

righteousness. ’

Q. How do you prove that this conimandment bas re-
spect to spiritual theft.

A. I prove it from what Jrsus CHRIST declaies con-
cerning thieves, where he says; He that entereth not by the
dovr into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some othér way,
the same is a thief and a robber ;- the thicf cometh not but
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy, (John x. 1, 10.) and
again. Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
thieves break through and steal, (Matt. vi. 19.) in which
passages it is plain that spmlual thleves are meant, and not
natural thieves.

Q. And what dutles do you learn from thls command-
ment?

A. To be true and just in -all my dealings ; to keep my
Aands from picking and stealing ; never to deprive-unother
of his spiritual property ; and above ail, never to deprive
the Lord of his psoperty, but rather to give bim:all that be-
longs to him, by the devout ackuowledgment. that every
thing good, and wise, and holy, and bappy, is from him.

Q. Explain the' ninth .commandnient aoeonhng to lrs
two senses ?

A. The ninth con\mdment, in its dataral sease, teaches
vthat it 'is unlawful to’ bear false witness before a Judg( or
before otherpeople,against any person accused on & ground-
Jess charge; in a more extensive natural semse, it forbids all
kinds of lies, and bypocritical artifices, . forged with a bad
design ; and :also all- ways of traducjng or .defaming our
neighbour, and all cunmng devices, stratagems and evil
purposes,. contrived agdinst hny person:: amt ira spirftual
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sense, this commandment forbids the endeavour to con.
found truth and error, good and evil, and ulso all blasphe=
my against the LorD and his HoLy WoRrbD.

Q. How do you prove that this commaudment forbids
to confound truth and error, and to blaspheme agaiust the
Lorp and his HoLy WoRrb? _

A. I prove it from this consideration, that to confound
truth and error, and to blaspheme against the Lorp and
his HoLY WORD, is 1o bear false wilness against the eter-
nal truth, and thereby against the Lorp himself, which is
the most terrible false witness, and thus the most deceitful
lie of all others.

Q. What duties then are you taught by this command-
‘ment ? ’

A. To keep my tongue from evil speaking, lying and
slandering ; to Rurt no body by word ; to distinguish care-
fully in my own mind between good and evil, truth and
error, so as never to confound the one with the other; and
Jastly; to reverence the Lorp and his HoLy Worb, as the
-divine source of all that is good aud true. -

Q. Explain the tenth commandment according to its two
“senses. , .

A. The tenth commandment, in its natural sense, for-
‘bids all covetous desire of our neighbour’s property, whe-
:ther it consist of external possessions, such as houses,lands,
tiches, &c. or of his internal possessions, such as his talents,
kuowledge, wisdom, &c. for from such covetous desire all
evil is derived. And in the spiritual sense, this command-
ment forbids all concupiscencies of the flesh which are con-
trary to the spirit, and thus it has respect to whatever is
contained in'the spiritual sense of all the other command-

ments, in regard to the lust of concupiscence which they
> forbid.

-+ Q. How do you prove that this commandment, in its
spiritual sense, forbids ail the concupiscencies of the flesh
which are contrary to the spirit?

A. 1 prove it from this consideration, that every such
‘concupiscence, is a species of covetousness, and is there-
fore forbidden, since unless such concupiscencies are sub-
dued, the flesh will indulge its liberty in the commission of
all wickedness and outrage, inasmuch as the apostle says,
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The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit ageins
Zhe flesh. (Gal.v.17.) v
. What duties do you learn from this commandment 2
~ A. Not to covet or desire other men’s goods, but to be
content in that station of life, in which the Divine Provi-
dence has been pleased to place me, and to be satistied with *
that portion of worldly wealth and distinction, which the
same Providence has allotted me; and further; to. endea-
vour, through the Divine Graee, to keep all the lasts of the
flesh in perpetual subjection to the metions of the spirie,
ithat so the love of God and of my neighbour may conti-
nually prevail in me, enabling me to do my duty in thas
situation in life to’ which it hath pleased God to call me
Q. What do you learn to believe concerning the tencom-
mandments in general? '
A. That they contain all things relating to love towards
Ged, and towards our neighbour,
Q. How do you prove this ? :
A. From this consideration, that the ten commandments
teach that no evil is to be'willed, thought or done ; and se
far as man shunneth evils as sin, so far his will is inclined
to love God and his neighbour; as for example ; so far as
any person 'doth mot worship other gods, because it is for-
bidden in the first and second commendments, so far he
worshippeth the true God ; and se far-as any person doth
not take the name of God in vain, -because it is forbidden
in the third commandment, so far he loveth- whatever is
from God ; and so far as any person is unwilling to- com-
_ it murder, and to indulge hatred and revenge, beeause
it is forbidden in the sixth commandment, so far he
wisheth well to his neighbour; and so far as a person bath
00 inelination to commit adultery, because it is forbidden
in the seventh commandment, so far he wisheth to live
in chastity ; and so far as a person hath no inclination to
steal, because it is forbidden in the eighth commandmene,
8o far he liveth according to the law of sincerity ; and so
far as a persob hath no inclination to bear false witness,
because: it is forbidden in the ninth commandment, so far
he is disposed .10 think and speak the truth; and so far
as a person doth not covet what is his neighbour’s, because
it is forbidden in the tenth commendment, so far he




35

wisheth his neighbour happy in the enjoyment of his pes. -
sessions.

. Q. Bat St. Paul says, that by the deeds of the law shall
00 flesh be justified, (Row. iii. 20.) how do you understand
this?

A. St. Paul is there speaking of the ceremonials of the
Jewish law, which were merely representative of holy things,
but in the deeds of the law whick do not justify, he could
aiever mean Lo include the deeds of the law of the ten com-
mandments, which contain ail mauw’s duties towards God
and his neighbour.

- Q. But-St. Paul insists in another place, that man is jus«
eified by faith without the deeds of the law, (Rom. iii. 28.)
~—how do you reconcile this with what you have said cone
cerning the ten commandments? ’ ‘

A. The term faith, as applied by St. Paul, and in the
scriptures throughout, is used 1o denote a belief in the in-
carvate God, groundedt in charity, and a desire to live
agreeably to the Divine Will, and therefore when St. Paul
asserts that man is justified by faith without the deeds of
¢he law, he meant oaly to say, that wan is justified by a
belief in Jesus Christ as the God of heaven and earth, and
by a life according to his holy will, which is a life accord-
ing to the commandments of the Decalogue, rather than
by any external rites and ceremonies of the law of Moses.
- Q. How do you prove that the law of the ten command-
sments was regarded as being more holy than the other parts
of the Jewish law ?

A. I prove it from these considerations, 1. That it was
eoritten on lwotables of stone by the fnger of God himself,
(Exod. xxxi, 18.) 2. That the tables were ordered to be
laid up in the ark, (Exad. xxv. 16.) 3. That the ark with
the mercy-seat and.the cherubim, was put into the taber-
macle, and constituted the préincipal und inmost part there-
.of (Exod. xxv. 1 to the end.) 4. That the ark, by reason
of the law contained in ét, was called Jehovah, (Numb. x.
. 35,30 5. That by virtue of the presence of the Lord’s
power in the law, whick was in the ark, the waters of Jor-
‘dan were divided, (Joshua iii. 1 to 17.) 6. That on cairy-
ing lhe ark round aboyt the walls of Jericho, they fell down,
(Joshua vi. 1 10 20.) 7.That Dagon the god of.the Phi-

‘ -
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listines fell to the ground before the ark, (1 Sam. v. 8.)
8. That Uzzah died because he touched the ark, (1 Sam.
vi. 7.)- 9. That the ark was introduced by David inte
Zion with sacrifices and rejoicings, and also by Solomon
¢nto the temple at Jerusalem, where it constituted the most
sacred part of the temple. (2 Sam. vi. 1 to 19. 1 Kings
vi. 19. chap. viii. 3 t0 9.)

Q. How do you prove that it is necessary to practise the
ten commandments, as well as to believe them to be from:
God? : : .

A 1 prove it from what Jesus Christ said, that ke who
heareth his sayings and doeth them, is like unto a wise
man who built his house upon a rock ; but he that hear-
eth his sayings and doeth them not, is like unto a foolish

" man which built his house upon the sand. (Matt. vii. 24,
" 26.) I prove it also from this consideration, that to believe

the words of Godand not te practise them, is to suffer themy
to enter no further than the ontward memory, and not into
the life; whereas both to believe and to practise the words
of God is to admit them into the life, that is, into the love,
and thus to suffer them to communicate their own blessed
life of love and charity, and to form their own blessed
image in the interiors of my mind and spirit.

Q. What then is the ground of your obligation to prac-
tise the ten commandments 7 , :

A. I am bound to practise the ten commandments, in
the first place, because they are the laws of an all-merciful

-and all-wise God ; and in the next,place, because they con-
‘tain, in theirinterior sensc, the very life and spirit of the

kingdom of heaven, and tend to operr and form that life
and spirit in my mind, and in every vital principle of my
being, and thereby conjoin me with heaven, and raise me
out of hell, so far as I suffer my will, my uuderstanding,

‘my words and works to be governed and guided by them.

Thas, if 1 diligently and obediently practise the ten com-
mandments, | shall become by degrees a child of God, and
God will ever love me and bless me, and will be continu-
ally present with me, as with his holy ark of old, and wiill

-effect in me the seme wonders of redemption,and deliver-

ance, which be formerly wrought aniongst his people ls-

-7a¢l by means of the ark,

E




“PART IV.

o A'On tke Lord’s Prayer.

© ou—

My goad child, know this, that thou art not dble to do.
these things of thyself, nor to walk in the commandments
of God, and to serve him, without his special grace, which
thou must learn at all times to call for /;Z Ziligent ayera
Let me hear therefore tf thou canst say the Lorp's Prayer.

A. Qur FATHER, which art if heaven, hallowed be thy
name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done on eqgrtk, as 1€
és in heaven; give ys this day our daily bread ; and fore
&ive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. . , ,

Q. Why do you call this the Lord’s prayer?

A. Because Jesus Christ himselftaught it to his disciples,

Q. Doth prayer then consist in a form of words? ‘
" A. Noj; prayer consists in good desires and holy lhongl:ts;
and a form of words is no further a prayer, than as itis ac,

" companied with such good desires and thoyghts, and teads

to ‘beget and cherish them. , ,

Q. Why then did Jesus Christ teach bis disciples to use
a form of words in prayer? o
- A. Because the form. of words, which he taught, is ex-
pressive and communicative of his own spirit and life, and
has thus a tendency to inspire good desires and holy
thoughts in the pious and penitent mind.
. Q. How then ought you to use this form of words, s0 as
to atsain from it all the intended benefits of prayer? -

. - p X

‘o
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A. T ought to suffer it to influence my.desires and my
thoughits, by elévating them towards God and heaven, and
since this cannot be effected only so far as I understand.
what the things are for which I pray, I ought to consider
seriously, so as to apprehend rightly, what is involved in
every petition contained in this divine and most excellent
form of prayer. ' )

- Q. You say right, that unless you understand what the
things are for which you pray, it is impossihle you should
experience the benefits of prayer—tell me therefore what
-JBsUs CHRIST intended 10 teach you, when he taught you

" to address Gop as your FATHER.

A, He intended to teach me that T ought to address
Gob as the Divine Source and Preserver of all being, and
thus to approach him with love and coufidence, as a child
would approach a parent who most tenderly loved him, and
was most desirous to give him every thing conducive to
his happiness.  And since Jrsus CHRIST himself is this
great and holy Gud, manifest in the flesh, he intended to

~ teach me further, that I oyght to address my supplications
immediately to himself, agreeable to his own words in ano-
ther place, where he says, If ye shall ask any thing in My
Nawme, I will do it, (John xiv. 17.) and aguin, I am the
Door : by Mk " if any man enter in, he shall be saved.
(John x: 9.)

Q. And why did Jesus Christ teach you to address Goo
as our Fatber? : T , , :

. A.Tateach me that I ought to love and pray for all

others, as well as for myself, because all others are equally

the objects of God’s paternal care wnd providence. T
- Q. And why did Jesus Christ add, which art in hea-
ven? )

A. To teach me that God is in the midst of the hea-
venly or angelic host, and is one with them, and conse-
quently that as I draw nigh unto God and worship him, [
draw nigh at the same time unto all the host of heaven,
and eogage the blessed angels, under God, to be my con-
tinual friends and protectors. , ,

- Q. Cun you mention any passages in the Sacred Scrip-
tures, which teach that God acts in unity with the angelic
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‘lu;st, and employs the boly angels as the ministers of his
will? ’ o
" A. Yes; for Jesus CuRrisT speaks of the Son of Man
eoming in the glory of his Father, WITH HIS ANGELS,
(Matt. xvi. 27. chap. xxv. 31.) ‘and it is written in the
Psalms, Bow THY HEAVENS, O LORBD, and come down,
(Psalm cxliv. 5. and the apostle says, speaking of the
angels, Are they nof all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of satvation * (Heb.
i 14.). _ :
Q. How ought you 1o be affected by this first address
in the Lord’s prayer 1 '
" A. 1 ought'to direct all my supplications immediately to
JEsus CRRIST, who as the prophet calleth him, is the
EvERLASTING FATHER, (Isaishix. 5,) and as he himself
testifies, is ONE with the FATHER, (John x. 30.) and is the
FATHER made visible and approachable, (Jobn xiv. 6, 9.)
1 ought also 10 approach this my heavenly FATHER in thie
spirit of charity and good will to my fellow-creatures, be-
cause this is his own spirit, and conjoins me with him. And
lastly, 1 ought to approach him as one with the angelic
host, and thus as rencyering the holy angels his ministers
for my continual preservation and well-being. - :
Q. What did JEsus CHRIST teach you to pray for in
‘the petition, Hallowed be thy name? C o
" A. He taught me’to pray that every thing which is of
GoD, and every thing relating to Gop, may be accounted
‘holy, aid’ treated with due respect and veneration, espe-
cially the DiviNg HUMANITY oF JEsUS CHRisT, and his
HoLy WORD or SPIRIT, because these are in a pre-emi- .
“ent sense the name of Gop, as- was proved in treating on
_the third commandment,. . .
Q. How ought you then to be affected by this petition?
A. 1 ought to account every thing holy, which relates
“to Gop and is connected with him, and especially that
“"HuMmANiTY which he assumed here on earth, and glori-
fied, for the purpose of making himself known, visible, and
approachable 1o his fallen creatures; and likewise _his
HoLy WoRrb or SPIRIT, by which mau is instructed, pue
‘rified and regenerated. N :

[
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. And what did JEsus CHRIST teach you to pray for,
when ke said, Thy kingdom come? o
. A. The kingdom of Gob is two-fold, viz. his kingdom
on earth and his kingdom in heaven, and Jesus CHRIST,
it this petition, teaclies me.to pray for the coming of his
Kingdom in both senses. ‘ . -
And what do you underitand, when you pray for the
Kingdom of JEsus CuRIST tocome on earth?

A. The kirigdom of Jesus CHRIST comes on earth, _in
‘Proportion as mankind acknowledge liim for their ONLY
Gop and SAVIOUR,and live under the gnidance of hisholy

.~ #pirit of love and wisdom, by renouncing their own cor-
Tuptions, and by keeping all his righteous laws and com=
mandments. '

%. And what do you understand, when you pray for
thie kingdom of Jrsus CHEIST to come in heaven? :

A, The kingdom of JEsUs CHRIST comes in heaven, in

roportion to the increase of the numbers aud consequent
appiness of the blessed ighabitants, for the angelic king-
dom grows in bliss, in the same degree that its limils are

enlarged, and its members are multiplied. _

TR 0R LY It om -Seripfyres that
the kingdom of God means his kingdom amongst men oit
earth? . | -
A, 1 prove it from what Jrsus CHRIST teaches, where
‘he says o his disciples; The kingdom of Gob is within
gou; (Luke xvii. 21.) “3 from what the apostle says to the
same purport, the kingdom of Gob is righteousness, joy
«and peace in the Holy Ghost, (Rom. xiv. 17.) In what-
soever huwan bosom therefore righteousness, joy and
peace have their abode, in the same bosom is the king-
doin of Gob., - _
. Q- How opght you thew to be affected by this petition ?
.. A. T ought always to be looking and labouring. for the
‘kingdom of Gobn to come both in myself and others, by
endeavouripg to bring my own mind under the guidance
and government of the divine wisdom and love, _aqqi_ by -
.doing all in my power to impress others with a serious
.and devout sense of the infinite importance of the things
of Gop. I ought also to do this under a full and lively
persuasion, that in so acling I add- to the joy of all the
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holy angels, enlarge the borders of their kingdem, and
become one with them in knowledge, in love, and in obe«
dience. :
Q. And what did Jesus CHRIST teach you to pray for
when he said, Thywill be done on earth, as #t is in heaven®
A. He taught me to pray that men on earth may ac-
knowledge him for their Gon, as he is acknowledged by
the holy angels in heaven, for he says, This is the will of
#him that sent M, that every one that secth the Son and
believeth on him, may have everlusting life, (Jobn vi. 40.)
He taught me to pray further, that men on earth way al-
ways do such things as please him, even as the holy angels
do, and that thus there may be effected a communionand
consociation of faith and life between mankind here below
and the angelic host above. And lastly, he tanght me to
pray, that there may be an agreement wrought in the ligher
-and lower principles of men’s lives, or in the interna{ and
external man, so that the words: and* works of the latter
may at all times ‘be in accord with the affections and
. 'thoughts of the former. - : :
Q. How ought you %o be affected by the consideration
«thrit you are thus calied ‘to do the will of Gop-on-earth as
it is done by the angels in heaven ! :
‘A. 1 ought to regard it as the highest and:heppiest pri-
vilege of my being, that I am created for so great' and
"blessed -an end, ‘to unite with the angelic host in fulfilling
tire intewtions awd purposes of the Gzeavand Houy
‘Gon. And § eught to reflect further, ‘that as am angelis.
< angel by virtue of his delighting to do the will.of his
beavenly Father, sp whensoever I make it my delightto do
“fhe same will,’I slso shall ibecome an angel ; agreeable to
what Jesus Christ teaches where he says, ‘Hethet decth the
“will of ‘God, -the-same is:my brother, and sivter, and mo~
- ‘ther, (Mark iii. 35.) - ) C
iQ. Aud what didiJesus CHR1ST teach you ‘to prayfor
when he said, Give us this doy our daily dread?
A. He taught me ‘to pray ‘for all things necessary and
‘«gonvenient both to nry-soul and -body, imawmuch as-all
such necessaries and conveniences.are involved in the tezm
br Gdd. o : . ) -
’ ‘R
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Q. How do you prove that bread involves all things ne-
" cessary and convenient for the sonl?

A. 1 prove it from what JEsus CHRIST teaches when
he speaks of the bread of life, and of the bread which com-
eth down from heaven, (Jobn vi. 35, 41.) for the bread of
dife, and the bread which cometh down from heaven, must -
.needs mean spiritual bread, or that food which nourishes
and supports the soul. ‘

Q. And what is this spiritval bread, or this feod which
nourishes and supports the soul?

A. It is the WoRrD of GOD, agreeable to what is written,
man shall not live by bread alone, but by EVERY WORD
,THAT PROCEEDETH OUT Of THE MOUTH OF Gob,
"(Deut. viii. 3. Matt. iv. 4.)

Q. And how doth the word of God nourish and sup-
_port the soul?

A. The word of God is full of all goodness and truth
from Gonb, or, what is the same lhmg, of all love and wis-
_ dom from Gob, and when man receives this word in his
” will and his understanding, it then replenishes and nou-
. Yishes the former with all goodness and love, and the lauer
" with all truth and wisdom, just as the body is replemslud
and nourished by meat and drink.

Q. Aud why doth JEsus CHRIsT call this bread daily
bread ? :

* A. To teach me that it is given conhnually from heaven,
and that therefore I onght to live without anxiety and soli-
. citude, under a full dependance on his fatberly and provi-
. dential care, which supplies me deily with all thiugs ne-
cessary bath for my soul and body.

. Q. Are you then to take no care of your own, in pro.
viding the necessaries of life?

A. Yes; I am to take care, but not anzious care, that is

40 say, Iam to use my utmost prudence and exertions in

. _providing for myself, but still to depend on . lm good pro-
- vidence to give success to both.

Q. How ought you to be affected by the conudenuon
that all bread, both material and spisitual, is the gift of

. Ged? .

A.In recemng material bread, or the food by which my
body l§ nourished, I qughtto reflect lenously from whenee
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(it comes, and acknowledge gratefully that it is as much of

the divine bounty, as if I saw.it brought every day from

.heaven by the hands of an angel. For it is no more in my

power, or in the power of any man, to make a grain of corn,
than to make a world; and thereforé whensoever 1 see‘a
grain of corn made, and especially when I .see bread, which
conmsists of the flour made from many grains of corn, I
ought to be as much affected by the sight, as if I perceiv-
ed immediately the divine band which produced it. And
in receiving spiritval food, which is the word of God, 1
ought again to consider seriously that this food is from hea-
ven, and that every good and truth which I admit into my
will and understauding is at once the cffect and the proof
of that divive bounty, which, both in the natural aud spiri-

. tual world, filleth all things living with plenteousness.

Q. What did Jesus Christ teach you to pray for when
he said, Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that

‘trespass against us?
. A. He taught me to pray for the divine forgiveness and

reconciliation ; and he taught me besides, that my attain-
ment of this high favour will depend on my forgiveness of
my fellow-creatures, and my desire of reconciliation with

" them.

Q. What do you mean by the divine forgiveness and
reconciliation ? ‘

A. The divine fm:gAivénessf implies the removal of n;y

,.4 corryptiens, and the divine reconciliation implies the con-

- junoction of love which follows that removal; for nothing

but sin separates between God and nan, and when sin is

. yemoved from the beart and life of wman by the divine
_ Spirit, then God enters with his love, and imparts his love
..t0 man, whereby. man is enabled to love God in return, asd

. thus a mutupal conjunction of love is effected.

.y i

Q. How then are the divine forgiveness and reconcilia-

" tion to be attained? .

A. By repentance and pnyervzv for tepenfance leads to
the rejection of whatsoever is opposite to the divine love
and charity; and prayer opens the inner man to the re-

_ception of the divine Spirit.. '

Q. But JEsus CHRIST, you say, teaches, thap'this
forgiveness and reconciliation on the part of God will de-
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. 'pend altogether on yout forgiveness of your felow-crew-
tures, snd your desire of reconciliation with them—how
is this to be understoed ?

A, Until my mind be open by repéntance to the recep-
tion ‘and operation of ‘heaven-born charity, incliming mie
to be kind and merciful to others, and to compassionate
their failings and uffences, it is impassible for me to 'ad-
‘mit the divine Spirit into my heart and life, for in this case
my corruptions will oppose its admission. But so'soon as
‘ever my mind is open to the reception of charity, mulaal
good-will, and compassionute tenderness, in the came in-
stant it is opeh to ‘the :teception of the divine Spirit, and
thus mutval conjunction of love and of fife is wrought be-
tween me and God. :

Q. But in'the gospel according to Matthew, this petitivn
is expressed thus, Remit to us our debts, as we remit to
-our dodtors, (Matt. vi. 12:)—how do you reconcHe this?

A, Trespass and debt are the same ithing wien applied -
4o express the natural state of mun-in ‘respect to ‘God ; for
drespass implies all man’s oppesition to ‘the divime wercy
and compassienate kindneéss of his heavenly Father, anil debs
taplies thut the divine mercy and eompassionate kindness
of God are not properly and gratefully noted and acknow-
ledged by man ; thus debt is precisely the ‘sanve with -dres-
pass, since the great érespass of trespassts on man's part

'gainst‘Gol ‘comsists in his not noting 'properly and ac-

-Anowledging ‘gratefully the ‘intibense debt of mercy und
‘Joving-kindness wirich he owes to God. .

‘Q. How ought you to be alfected’ by this petition?

‘A. 1 oughtto endeavour to:be'kinwd wnd forgiving, gerrtle
-swd-patient, wereiful wnd charivable to myfelloweredtures,
'from @ fitm persuasion ‘that God wilk deal with measT:deal

with others, ‘or as:he himself expresses it, with' what sosver
-Wmeavupe Timete, 4t shull -be ‘measurdd vo wee agoin, (Matt,
vii. 2.) and I ought also gratefully to-ackwowdedge the im-
‘mense debt:of kindness wnd service 'which T owe to my
‘fellow-creatures, from ‘a firke persuasion thet im.propor-
tion 4s I.come into sudh scknowledgment, in the samepro-
portion [ discharge the immense debt of kindoess:rud ser-
wvice whichd- owe W0 God. - o
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 @. What did Jrsus CHRIST tesch you to pray for,
wheu he said, Lead us not into temptation? .
A. He taugbt me to pray for divine security and pro-
tection in the hour of temptation, and for this purpose,
that I may always be upon my watch against the snares of
Zemptation. )
) 6 What do you understand by temptation? .
A. Temptation implies the agency of two contrary”
powers on the human mind, one coming frem Gop and
bis angels, and inclining the mind to the love of Gop and -
the practice of his precepts ; the other coming from infer-
nal spirits, and inclining the mind to the love and the prae-
tice of such things as are contrary to Gob and his pre-
‘cepts. : o :
" Q. Doth temptation come from God ?
A, No; for it is written, Gop cunnot tempt eny man,
but every man is tempted when he is drawn aside of his
"own lusts and enticed. ‘
Q. Why thien doth Gop permit man to be tempted 1

f}A. Because man is by pature in much evil and disorder
of mind contrary to Gon, and is thereby in confederacy and
association with the powers of darkuess, which confede-
racy and association cannot be broken, until man is made
sensible of it in himself, and begins through the divine
grace to fight against it; aud this eowbat can never be
waged without temptation. ‘

Q. What then is the beaefit and end of temptation ?

- A. Temptation is of use in opening the inner man to-
wards Gob and heaven in separating between the powers
~ of good aud evil, in rejecting and subduing the latter, and

in exaltingand confirming the former in the human mind.
?. What duties then are you taught by this petitionl
A, To watch diligently, in the hour of trial and tempta-
tion, against all presumption on my own strengt®, by put-
ting my whole trust in divine aid; and further, to bear
‘temptation patiently and courageously, until the powers of
-evil, and darkness, which are the powers of hell and de-
struction, are completely separated and subdued, and the
powers of good and of ligh!, which are the powers of hea-
ven and salvation, are completely exalted and confirmed.
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* Q). What'did Jesus CHRIsT feach yow to pray fos,
when he said, Deliver us from evil?

" A. He taught me to pray for an entire separation from
-and victory over every kind and degree of enil.

Q. Why do you say, erery kind and degrec of evil ?

A. Because evil is of several kinds and-degrees, for there
are evils of the mind and evils of the body, evils of spirit
‘and evils of nature, evils of time and evils of eternity.

Q. What do you mean by evil?

A. Evil is every thing contrary to God, and as operat-
‘ing in the human mind, it is that principle which would
incline me to oppose God, his providence, his inteniions,
his will, or his holy word or wisdom, in my own heart and.
life: and since this principle is in perpetual connection
with the powers of darkness, called the Devil and Satan;
and receives thence its life and activity, therefore ervil, in
‘its more extended sense, involves. the maligoity and de-
structive agency of those infernal powers. . -

Q. Whence comes this evil? = - . .

A. It came originally from the abuse of that freedom in-
'‘which God created mau, for God was not the author of
“evil, but of good, as it is written, He saw every thing that
‘he had made, and behold it was very good : [Gen. 1. 31.]
‘but ‘when man abused his freedom or free-will, by ceasing
‘to love God, as he was intended to love him, and by inclio-
ing to the love of other things more than of God, which
was not intended, then evil first commenced in the human
mind, and from thence descended iato the human body
‘and into all the elements of nature.

Q. And how are you to be delivered from this evil ¥
- A. By'rejecting the love of other things more than of
God, and by thus beginning to love God again, accordiug
to the ogjginal intention of God ; for if I make this use of
my freedom or free-will,- then by degrees I shall extermi-
nate all évil from my mind, through®the divine power ;
and when evil is exterminated from my mind, no other evil
‘will have power to hurt me, agreeable to the declaration of
Jesus Curist to all his followers, Behkold, I give you
power to treail on serpents and scorpions, and over all the

- power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt

.
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you, {Luke x. 19.] yea, in this case all other evil is turn-
ed into good, since whatsoever has a tendency to turn m
heart to God, to seek his refuge and protection, must needs
be productive of blessing to me."

Q. What dyties then are you taught by this petition?

A. To reject from my heart and life all known evil, es«
pecially the two fundamental evils of self-love and the love
of the world, that I may love God above all things, and
my neighbour as myself: and since I cannot reject evil of
myself, without divine aid, I am taught further by this pe-
tition, to have continual respect unto the Lorp and Savi-
our Jesus CHRIsT, who is the alone DELIVERER from evil,
supplicating bis divine mercy and power to preserve me

.every day, both in soul and body, from all evil whether
. spiritual or natural, and especially from the craft and vio-

lence of the devil, or the powers of darkness.

Q. In the gospel according to St. Maithew, the follow-
ing addition is wade to the Lorn’s prayer, For thine Is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, fo¥ ever and ever
—what do you learn from these words?

A. That | cught to ascribe to Jesus Curist all divine
authority, sovereignty and dominion in his church; and
since all divine authority, sovereignty and dominion result
from the divine love and wisdom, and their operation,
therefore 1 ought to ascribe to Jesus Curist all divine:
love, all divine wisdom, and all divine operation, under the

_ huwmble thankful acknowledgment, that ail the love, all

the wisdom, and all the operation possessed and exercised
either by myself, or by any other member of the church,
is from that divine source alone, and nothing at all from
man.

Q. What do you mean by AMEN at the eud of the.
prayer? I :

A. AMEN at the end of the praver is the conclusion and
confirmation of whatsoever is contained in the prayer; and
since Jesus Christ alone is the AmeN, and none can pro-
perly say AMEN but in connection with Jesus Christ, there~
fore AMEN at the end of the prayer was intended to teach
me to look unto Jesus Christ as the BEGINNING and the
END, the aLPHA and the oMEGA of all wmy prayers, good

" thoughts, good desires, and supplications, and to entreat
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him out of his great mercy to ¢confirm them more and'more
in my mind to all eternity.

Q. How often ought you to repeat the Lord’s iprayer‘l .
t

A. Twice every day at least, -and as much oftener as
1 have opportunity, since whensoever T repéat this holy
prayer in a devout spirit, and with a right understandin
of its heavenly contents, it never fails to have the blessed
effect of apening my mind téwards heaven, and conse-

uently of opening heaven in my wind, as it is written of
?esus Christ bimself, during his abode in the flesh, that
when ke was baptized and prayed, the heaven was opened.

(Luke iii. 21.) "1 ought therefore to reflect seriously and’

constantly, that this divine prayer is asa golden key tv the
angelic abodes and the presence of Jesus Christ, and Iam
bound to act according to the truth and wisdom of this
reflection by taking every convenient opportunity of using’

this prayer, and thus of rising daily out' of the vanities'
and miseries of my earthly existence, into the realities and

blessedness of that heavenly and eternal world prepared
for the children of God. -AMEN. ' o

N




"PART V. . !

- On the fwo Sacraments of Baptism and the
: Hq?y Supper. g

Ll

Q How mny sacraments hath Christ ordamcd in ki
tchureh? - -
. + A, Two only us. gmerally ngeaaary to sdualwn, that
u to eay, .Baptism dnd.the Supper of the Loxp.

Ay 'Why doth: the chwch inquire concerning the nym
Ber of sagraments , ., -

A. To guard her children against the ermrpf the cburch
of Rome, which maintaias that therp are seven sacraments.

Q. Can you, tell ;me the pages of those seveu sgcn- .

denin!f .
v Ao They aré bgpmm, conﬁ';matmu, the euchanst, u.
‘pentanes, extresie. uaction, boly ‘orders, and matrimony. .

Q. How de .yeu preve: &hﬂt 'all these § m not ptqperly
wialled sucraments ? .

. A. Because_ they ware euhe,r mt plﬂ@ned by C;zaxs;r
iumtelf, an they.ase: w&mmg w Mhﬂtnqmmsnary to coq~
-stitute & ncramem. .

-+ Q. What meanest. tlwuhy thin wrd mcramnt ?

M. A mean, on outeerd and visible sign of .an, :.mqr;l

‘and. spivitusl ‘graos. given wnta wa, .oridgined by Chrige -

himself, as.a means wheneby. we receive the same, mad a
!thc fo esowre ws thoreef, .
How many thmgs lhen are neeessary to consht,ute‘g
m"’?"”‘m dx0d_isibl
A, Kivey) . p\mmr 2 ml ¢ ugm. cecpqdly
.Hn inwprd.and Wal .grane. uwdly. otdxqanou of

B |

i
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Crnrist himself ; fourthly, that the outward and visible '
sigu be a means whereby we receive the inward and spiri-
tual grace; and ﬁftlzl 'y, that it be a pledge to assure us
thereof.

Q. How many parla are ?herc m a sacrament ?

A. Two, the outward risible sigh, and the inward spiri-
tual grace.

Q. What do-you mean by the outward visible sign ?

"AL I mean that part of the sacrammt which affects the
body aud budily senses, y

Q. And what do you mean by the inward spzrmwl
grace?

A. 1 mean that part of fie Sacrament wblch affects the
mind or spirit, and its senses,

Q Aud why did JEsus Curist ordain that hls two sa-
craients should consist of both' these parts ¢ -

(A. Because the greatest possible effect is tbus produced
‘on thé'devout rectivers, since it is agteeable both 0 redson
and experience, that when body asd' mind are together
-wotked ou, so as to operate on each other; a fuller and
more complete effect is wrought lhan if eilher be worked
‘on singly snd sepamely. o

Q Cun you itlostrate this by any enmple? o

. Yes ; by the example of prayer; for pr er produces
tlle greatest effect on the person who prays, when both thre
'bod and mind ate togetlier employed in'it, and affected by
iat is 16 say, when the body tses outwurd words nnd
genm'ei, whifst the mind exerts itse)f:in"devout sffections
and thoughts. For if the body alone prays without the
“mind, of the mind alone without thre body, " that ifto’say,
'if the outward words and gestures of prayer be employed
- without inward aﬂ'ectwns and thouglits, or inward: affec-
_tions and thouglits ‘Without words and gestures, 'it‘is plain
to see that the effect of the prayerin:soch cuse cannot be
“s0 complete as’it would be, if its outward bisible sign and
*its inward spiritual gracewere united together. . - -
. Q. What is the outward obible dgnor form in bap-
-tism? -
A. Water, wlaerml tlle son 18 ba lazcd in thvmne
- of the Father, and of the Son, and of ¢ F #1oly Ghio st.

Q. Can you see any Yeason why water is :ubed 'as the

outward sign in baptism -
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- A Yu~ fox the satural element af, water is.servicegble
to man in two respects, both for punhcanon ‘of the body;
sod: for its nouvishment, :und heve.it is the fittest emblem
or representalive of that spiritual water, by whiclr the. soul
of wau, jn like nuaver, 1s bosh parified and wourished:

Q. What do yon mean. by spiritual water? .. - ' -

A. I mean that same:water of which Jesus CHRIsT
spesks, when  he says (o the weman of Samaria at Jacnb'
well, Whosoeper dréinketh of this water shall thirst agm,
but. whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give ki
shall never. thirst ; but the water that I shall give him
akall. be in kian a well of .water springing up into.eternal
dife, (John iv. 13, 14.) and .in_another place, If any man
thirst, let him come to me and drink ;. ke that believeth om
e, as the scripture hath said, out. oj his belly shaill ﬂaw
ﬂrum of living water, (John vii. 57, 38.)

- Q.. What then is this apiritual water?

‘A. Itis the truth of Gob's most holy word, or, as it
wnay atherwise be called, the divine truth which proceed-
eth from Jesus CRRIST; for by this truth, and. by this
alone, the soul of man is botl purified and nourished,

Q. And what do you mean by being daptized in weterl

A..By being baptized in the element of natural water is
mennt the dipping or immersion of the body in that ele-
ment, but by being baptized in the spiritual water, which
+ dhe natural represeats, is megnt the purification of .the na-

tural man:from bis. corraptions, through the reception of
and obedience to the divine truth of Gono MOST Hory
WoRrbp.. .

Q. And why is. lhls hapnsm administered in tbc name
qf the FA’I‘HER, and of llxc SON, and of the Hour
Guost? . -

. A. Because Jssus CHRIST sa. otdagned ‘when bemd
-to his apostles, Go ye therefore and teack all nations, bap-
Lizing them.in the name of the FA'rusn, and of the Son.
and. of the HoLy Guost. (Matt. xxviii.. 19.)
- Q. What do you suppose Jesus CHRIST lntended hy
this form of baptism ?

< A. I should suppese he m,tended to teach, lhat all Chm-
tians .ought 1o be introduced by baplism into {he know-
ledge and acknowledgment of the Diving TriNITY, . 5

Q. What do.you mesn by he Divine Tmmrv? s
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0" 1 mean 3 Mdatd chancmtoc mem urs lhc bne

on. = .

- Qi How do you coheave of thls tbmﬁld clmncnr or
uscnce? .

A. Asof wlntibummov Iuldw. of. wlnln mu
manifest, and of what is.operative snd effectwal. - .- -

Q. RBxplain yourself more particolarly? . .. -

"'A.. The etermal Jusiovan, called the FaTuzR, befon his
mumanon, or manifestation in the flesh, was an ‘unseen
or kidden G o, agreeable 1o what is wzilten, No.men -furh
see Gob at any time, (Joba i, 18;) bat after Wis' incare
hatloh.or manifestation in the fleah, be.became visible or

. manifest, agreeable to what is written sgain, The onky:
degoiten Son, whe is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declgred-Aim ; or as Jesus CrrisT testifies, He. Mat hath
seen ME hath seen the FATHER ; (Joba xiv. 9.) and when
he had thus rendered himeglf 1visible: ar manifess in' the
person’of Jesvs ChRisr, by usiting his hidden divinity

~ with @ visible buwanity, he then opeiated and: preduced
gffects on the minds of men from that visible manifestation.

In phe: divine person therefore of JRsUs CHRIST is this

Horr TriniTY, consisting of the hidden umseew-divinity

called the FATHER, of thtvisible or manifest divipity ¢all-

-ed the Sox, and of tlie operating or effective divinity calied

the HoLy Gmost. Thus ‘there. is. ¢ divine ittinity inithe
nnity’ of the ene living :and- eteraal Gan, wnd 1 JEso

CRRIST is that-hvmg and eternal Gep in whowthuxtmity

Awells. - - -

Q. Can you llluatrale what you have said on thls mb]dct
“eoﬁeeming the eteﬂsal Gop, by mpsmon with aby tring
inmand - . ..

A. Yes; forin mnn also thereisa human truutyofnul

‘of bedy, and of operation, or of what is uiiscen, sfuwbat is
M. snd of what is operative, which three distines privei-
ples together eomstitute - one mun, sad thé enly difference
between this trinity in man und that in Gon isy that lbe
“Sormer-is humam whereas the latter is divine. . = .

Q. What is the inward and spiritusl grated -

A o death umto sin, and & wew birth: unto rightdous-
ﬁm ; for being by nature bors in sin, and the chdqu/‘
sorath, wé are-heveby made the chéldren of gvace. - -

Q. What do yvu ere vaderstand by a death ualo sin ?

Ny
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A. T understand a ceasing to delight in sin; by making
all sin hateful and abominable to me.
Q. And what do you mean by sin? e
A. 1 mean all those affections, thoughts, words and
works, which are not under the guidance and governient
of Gon’s most holy Spirit of love and wisdom, and which
tltus tend to separate my heart and life from Geb.
Q. And how is this death:te be accomplished ?-
A. Bysincere repentance and conversien to Jesus Curis?,
for in proportion as | sincerely repetit of sin, it will by de-
grees become hateful and abominable to-me ; and in. pro-
portion as [ am converted to Jusus Curis?, he will inypire
e, throngh his grace, with a delight'in whut is contrary
to sin, that is 16' say,'in ‘what is pleagivg 1o bimvelf and
agreesble to his holy commandments.. - ° S
Q. What do you understand by a new birth unto righ-
-teousness ? S T,
" A. 1 anderstand the same that-J£8Us CHRIST speaks of
when he says, Ercept a-man: be born of water’ und:of the
_ Spirit, he cannot enler into the kingdom. of Gop, (Johid iii.
*5.):and the same tliat the apostie speaksof when-he writes,
If any man- be:in Christ, he is a new creature, (2.:Cet.
v 17.) "
Q. 'Aild how is ‘this- mew birth unto righteousuess'ef-
fected? © - - o - co e
A. By the divine Spirit of the most pare love and iwis-
-dom ‘of Jgsus -CHRIST, so- fet as:] love and cherish suld
obey its holy influences in my heart and life, for in the de-
“gree that 1 5o love; cherish anid-obey: that divine. Spisl, in
the same degree it witi beget in me ity own-heavenly image
.and }ikeness, and Boally subdue all:my corruptions, ad in -
their ‘place implant 21l those holy wirtues, graces and.ox-
cellencies which make wan completely # new: creature, by
- making him o wite and keloved chitd of the Mest Hian.
_ Q. In what sense are mankind here said to be by nutare
s bérn in sin,; and the children lof wrath? .« =
~A. Mankind are said 1o he by -wature:bors én sin; be-
‘eauve by ridture 1iey are born with inclinayivis: and-pro-
pensities contrary to the love and the wisdom of Gobd,” fr
“every meni by neture loves Himuelf and the world bétter
‘than Gop and* his neighbour. - And sivce this epposition
Lt e e ‘:“3\424..1.,'._.‘.,_;'.’, il

-
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40 Gon is called in scripture the wratly of Geb, therefore
all mankind are said to be by nature the children of wrath,
because by nature they are'in this dreadful opposition and
enmity against Gon, -~ . .. Lo
: Q. And in what sense is it here said further, that we qre
hereby made the children of grace? - o

A. The children of grace are all those who are boru agaip
of the holy Spirit of Gop, and: since this gew birth is ef-
feeted by spiritual baptism, which is purification frem. our
natural corruptions,-thesefore it is said, we are hereby mede
the childrenof grace, .. [ .. .. - . : :
o Qs Whaetis required of persons to be baptized? -
.~ A. Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and, faith,
iheyeby they stedfastly believe the.promises of Gop made
to them in tRat sacrament.;, , .. . . . ., e
- Q..What is repentance? . . . . Lo

A. Repentance is the renunciation of every affection,
.apphetite, thought, word and work, which is opposite 10 the

love and the wisdom of Gep, and because it is opposite. . )

.+ Q. And what is feith? = . L

- A. Faith is a stedfast belief in the promises or word of
.Gop, and especially in_the incaruation of Jesus Christ:
andsince suchbelief cannot be szedfast, unless it be groynd-
-“ed in.man’s will, or love, .as well as_in .bis.understanding,
therefore evangelical faith implies further, that a man Joves
-aind delights in what he believes, .in-other words, that le
;}io:fci- and delights in living.and.acting.acoording:to. his be-

vi Q: -Why then are -infapts baptized, when by reason .of
-dheir tender aga they camnot perform them? . . ... -
i A. Because they, promise -them.both by their sureties,
-swhich prowise, .thay,come: ¢f age, themselves are
‘“W“oﬂ'fﬂm e el e IRERTT P T
. Q.iWhat:do.you mean here.hy the. both which they pro-
‘J""f' O EPt ¥ A S e TS PR SR S SN N -
A. Both repentance and ; faigh, which- are required of
-pérsons 4o bebap!md~ R LA R E R A ]
.~ Q.;And.. what'.do you yndersiend . by. their, coming ¢f
-.Qc,&a.,) Wewsst Faombe o cad s NI
18 T come of nge is. 1o, come .ta a state of Jife in which
ey axe. cagiable of judging forthemselves concerning what
is good aud evil, right and wong, dud no man can properly

_—y
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-repent and beheu until he arrives at such ‘a state, because
no mun can repent until he knows* what sin is, nor can he
.believe until he kuows what truth is. But when he comes
to a state of life, in which he is capable of kunowing. the
diﬁ'erence between good and evil, truth and error, he then
has it in his power, and is consequently bound both to re-
.pent and believe. It is impossible therefore that.iufants
should either repent or believe, because they are in a state
.of ignorarice, in which state they ‘can do no more than pre-
.nise by their godfathers and godmathers to repent and be-
lieve ; but when they come of age, and acquire knowledge
‘and Jadgmem, they are then bound to do the work both of
repentance and of faith, because they are then capable of
knewing both who Gop i is, and what is his will. .

Q. Why was the sacrament qf the Lorp’s auppcr or-
-dained?

- - A, For the contmud remembrance of the sacrgﬁcc of
.the death of Curisv, aml of the benefits which we reccwe
thereby.

- Q. Where are you tau,hl thu?

A. In the gospel according to St. Luke, . cbap xxii, 19,
-where JrsUs CHRIST himself,at the time of instituting this
~sacrament, says to his disciples, This do in remembranoce

‘of ME; and also in the first Epistle to the Corinthians,
.ehap. xi. 24, where the apostle speaks of the institusion of
_ -the holy supper, and says it was in'these words of Jrsus
. Cunris, Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
_THIS DO IN:REMEMBRANCE OF ME.. ‘
Q. What do you mean by domg Ilm in remembrancc Qf
. -Jesus CHRIsT?.

A. The remembrance of any thing implies that we a!e
affected with a strong and. ardent love towards it, because
experience teaches, that we always remember what we
- much lové, and ‘what, 'in consequence of such love, ‘gives

i us delight; whereas what we do not love, or love but little,
and consequently have but little dehght in, qmckly ceases

- 10 be an objeet of our remembrance. - -

i. - Q.-What do you conclude from hence ?

- A. That to remember JE8US CHRIST is to be affected )
- with an ardent love towards him, and to find a suprerbe de- -
Jight in‘thinking. of: bim; :and that noune can:be said to re-
member that GREAT -AND s HOLY . Gob, :but who'are so0
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affected towards bim, and find such delight in’him. Hence
-1 conclude further, that when JESUS. CHRIST said 1o his
disciples, Do this in.remembrance of Mg, he intended to
teach them, both that the sacrament of his body and blood
was intended to excite in them the most ardent laove to-
wards him, and the highest delight.in him, and also that
.without such love and delight it could not possibly be re-
ceived by them. , ,

+ Q. But you say for the continual remembrance of. the
sacrifice of the death of CunisT—whuat do you understand
by this sacrifice? ,

A. By the sacrifice of the death of Cumist is implied
-the whole process of his temptations, his sufferings, his
humiliation, and his crucifixion, whereby he subdued all
the powers of darkness, glorified-or made divine his human
nature, and thus became a REpEEMER and Saviour of fal-
len man, by delivering him from:his spiritual enemiies, and
giving him power agaiu to become a child of Gob, and an
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. ) -

Q. You add also, and' for the bencfits whick we receive
thereby—what do you uuderstand by these benefits?

. A. The benefits vreceived from the sucrifice of the death

of Curust are illumination of the understanding by the
bright. light of heavenly truth, remission of sius, power
over spiritual enemies, renovation and regeneration of ife,
sincere Jove towards Gop and man, communion and con-
sociation with angels, reconciliation with Gob, internal’
peace and rest, thus the restoration of paradise, and a com-
.plete récovery of the image aud likeness of Gob: '

Q. What is the outward part or sign of the Lonv's
apper? Feee ar , ,

A. Bread and wine, which.the Lorp commanded to ke
received. o o : .

Q. Can you see any reason why bread and wine were
_appointed by Jesus Christ to be :the outward part or sign
. of his supper? o Co : ‘

A. Yes; for his supper was designed to convey to the
soul the highest possible degree of spiritual - refréshment
-and ourishment, and therefore bread and. wine, as being
productive of the highest degree of refreshment and now-
_gishment to the body, are the fittest signs of that supper,
.aud the best adapted ta convey. its benefits. Besides,. there
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fo- estery remsan to bélieve, thut hecering t5 sherarider. of
areatioh estalrished by'Gop; sil natnraland material things
are designed to be. fighires or imniges of the spivitual and
Jommaterii things from whichthey pteceed; and. thereby 1o
presont those spiritval and imsdterial things tethe mind’s
nelice und obsgraation.: Thus naturdl sueferiand Aght are
somdinually spokew of in the saered: soriptueds, as being
figures aind,iainges of epéritualisiuter ond - spiritual tight,
whicll is the-droth of . Gop's: anost’hély word, ‘and 'in Jike
masner hrcadand soine :ase sopresonted ia the same holy
I:cords as beug also ﬁgm aad nnagu ef: apmh-d
1ngs.

Q. Can yun hnﬁum Pesseges in thuvod of Gon
‘where they are so:represemted ] -

A Yess JesusCunisr:.calds hmdﬁhebrudbf(}on,
and. the bread. .of life: (Jobn:vi; 33,35.) where it is plain
that bread:bas & spirisupk siguificalion, and is.10'be:unders
Moaod accardingly. _Iu like .manver the prophet vayd of
soine, 1o, emry ane-that thivsteih, come, bmy wine and
millo without maney; and withoxt prise ; (laaiahidv. 1.) and
the Psaimist says, in:the hamd of J BHOV A%’ there 3s a oup,
and the wiNg is red'; (Paadm-Ixav. 8.) in whioh: ‘passages it
most e again:plain;te.every censiderate penson,. that sine
is spoken of according to its apntual meahhgy n-&ﬂs -
wge‘;f t: he sp Ax;deutouod. ;- thin ’

at.iz ¢Ac innerd past or 8

A. the body and il ad,:f'CHmcr &mewm
c‘:ulmd tclcm md received by the fmthfui L] tle Lan;t
supper.

Q. What do- yw Mrolnnd here by thebodfy nad blvotl

' omennl

A, Not his malccud bodg ud Hoo&, hnt' hwsrtmtudl
body and:bleeds
Q. And what is the, q:intudl body aod blaod of Christ?
.- A The' spisitual body and blood-of Christ impids ebery

' -pmnualptmc»ple of life, which is in him, -which proveedn

from: him, asd which he ecommunicates to his' children for
pumwatm, for regenetation, fur eonsolation dnd support.

Qi Bug¢ distinct mention is made both of Jody and: of
Wlood—can you tell me. what is the ground of this.distine-
-tion; or in what. respeet the bodyolesUs Cmusr is 19
e distinguished from:the dload? - :
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"+ A. 'The body ef FE80s CuilisT is distinct frem his dlvod
it the same manner ay the Jove of. Jebts Cangs? is 1e-be
distinguished from. his wisdom, oy the: godndss of Jesus
CHRIST from bis fruth.  Forthe scriptures inform-us, thist
Jesus CurisT, as being tbe Ong Living Erzanal Gob,
is both the supreme kve .and supreme swisdom, or the su-
preme goodmess:and supreme truth, and that these divine

‘principles:are:vnited in'bim; aud proceed united from: himi -

‘Oge therefore is-called:bis. body, aud the other his blood,
because it is of importence that ‘they l-bould be Seen Il
their distinctness, as well asin theip union. - <
Q. Can you confirm this doctrine of the Secl'ed Sunp-
ture by amy. thiag which yeu observe im man -
A. Yes; for I observe in man two-distinot hcu!llesaf
il and nlcntndug, the -40ill .created 1é receive and
Lt in the ‘comaunication.of love-or goodnsss fromiJes
sus Christ, and the understanding cresged to receive and
delight in.tbe communicatien of his wisdows or trith ; mnd

hence I.cencludethat, siniee mtan was:created in the image.

of Gob, aidi to he a receiver of life: from Gop, therefore
those principles of life must needs ‘exist distinctly in Goty,
which were desigued .to be received distinetly by man, ..

- Q. Is it ,then ngeessary for.all Clmslmu 10 ucewmboth
the body and: blead.of Jesus Christ?: -

A. Yes; for Jesus Christ says to his duclplel* Exoept yz
eat theﬂal ‘aud «dpink. the' blood of the Son:¢f Man, ye
have no life in .you,.(John vi. 53.) which is. the sante thing
as if he had enid, Except.ye teceive both my.dove and my
wisdom united, my love in your wills, and my wisdom in
.your understandings, ye havesiothing of the Jife of heaven
in you, which is the life for which ye were dmued and
the life which. i came 10 restove to you, . .+ - ¢

Q. But why is it.not sufficient to receive: thenboéof
Jesus Christ alone, and his bloed alone2 . . . :/

A. Because: 1o receive the body of  Jesus  Christ alonc
without. the blood, is to receive bis love.alone without his
wisdom, or his gaodness alane: withaat: his:-teuth ; ~which
would be like receiving the sun’s heat. alone mlhout -big
hghl for love without wisdem, or geoduess without trath,
is llke heat without light, which is dagk,comfortless, and vs-
productive : in like manger 1o receive the blood of Jesus
Christ alone without his hody, is to: receive .hjs wisdom
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nlone withput-his beve,. ér bis truth alone without bis good.
ness, which would be like -receiving the: sun’s light with-
ot bhis heat; for wisiom without leve,. or:truth witbout
goodness, - ds like light without heat, as ja the weof win-
ter, when all things are torpid, inactive and dead. . oA
- Q@: Wihet do you learn from the abovie: midmhom?
A. Thatitis the will of Jzsus CurrsT to mpart o am
Abe eternal blessings of -his own divine love and wisdom in
undiwided conjunctien, .and that fer:the: better. accomplisis
ment of this gracious purpose, he has been pleased 16 -or-
sain, that these two-prindiples of etesnalilife and sdlvation
should be distinctly .set forth and communicated.in the
) sholy sacrament: of his. supper. I am further instructed
moncerning my duty end tlie daty .of every Christian, on
‘this most: interesting subject, and how '} odght 10 prepare
-both my wél{ and underetanding for the full reception and
spprobation: of those heavenly principles. ..I ought wet
, -sherefore’ to ‘be.confemt: with saying:. that L love Jesuvs
.Canisy, onless L labour-glsoto-krew him; nor with saying
Ahat Yiknew him,; usless I labour dlee to dove kim. . Thus
-k ouglit to: endeavour:1o eomjoiniin my own mind both the
Hove und the wisdom, the-goodness sad truth of Jesus
ICHABY, and then: theywill render nie: wholly his, and re-
store we complitely:to his image and likeness : whereas if
;I:have love without wisdaoin; or wisdem without leve, 1 shall
+ only be bis éepart, and'his blessed.image abd likeness will
-not be- 00 complete in- me - as it might-have. been. . Jesus
.LChrist " therefore adwmonished his disciplés. o -be wise as
serpents, and Aarmless as doves, (Matt. 5. 16.) by which be
meant that they ' should endeavour to.conjoin-in. their own
.minds :both seisdom and ihnocuce, whch are the same
- lhngo as truth and goodness. - . -
-« Q. -What aere..the buqﬁtv ul«creof we are pcrukm
.t‘tﬂby? AU SRR N I
-+ A.. Tho strengihening . and rd'rulm:g of our. aotl: Jy
‘llcebudy and bleod of Omus'r, as our. dedies mby lbc
. bread and wine.. .. - .-
- Q. How are_ our bodlei nltenglhend lnd tefreahed by
Jbt cad and wire? - v
A. If we receive both bread udmo mlb a good appc
« tite, dnd» goad digkstion, they then become incorposated
with our bodies, by first entering into the blood, avd thesse



L
strangthd ding aind uﬁblﬁ-gnh.wboletymh! of the hndy)
me dlliits oegansdnd miembers. - . ;
; Q. Ave a. igood appetite and gvodd-gatian then weces-
sasy for thw mbeplmn of steugtb nﬂ refreshment fmn
bodll food 1. J
YA, Yu fermtlwom aﬁpdm budnlytfood camiot lﬂre-
euved and withowt digestion, it caunot be incerporatéd.
- Q.- Awd isithere say teasen to.conelude that this is the
l'mu'cgrtl :to«bp«it-d i‘ood. or, the noumhmm of tbe

. A. Yeds for the apptﬁte of ibe murl Ty m aﬁwwn o
‘&ne andiif. thare be ho affection or tove of spintul. food,
twhich'is:ihe body and Blood of Christ, it isiimpossible thait
piritual fooll ean bé  received,. on: which account Jesos
Olrist says, Bictserl are they . thut- hkunger and thirst af-
iter rightoouswess, for they. :lmll e filted ; (Matt. v, 6.) for
1tiwe iumgzrhnd thirst here spoken of ate manifestly spiré-
2ual hmgeri and: thirst, which csa be nothing tlse bot the
1desive;ithe jove, w-wm ‘of thermind : in like . manner,
the idigestédn of \hie soul is its &iplication to good.and wse-
gL X wosks, ‘and if there.be. 0o such applichtion; . thew-1he
‘spiritun) dod) which 4s received cannot be itkcorporated
-into thedife. of -aranls spirit; bet -rembins;: bike: indigested
“fuodin the body, rhthes as.an nppredsrie:busden, than: s
thedrebbing hourishmednt juon. whibh:acoount - Jemis-Chrtiit
Imays; agein,! If ye. dnbw theso  tllings,' TAPPY ARE YR OF
evE Do awrt, (Johnsiiit 17 ;) wheserto do shem mveanis ma-
mm&v stie wpplicgtion of them do:good and wrefal works.

Yt R ;Dwydu Jeam.any thing elve-from' ikiis febem bivaoe be-
‘ twuw&lls nourishwent of the body andt: that of 1he soul ?

A Wesy: i learwthat.us the Hody cannotibe noutistied by

meat alone, nor by drink alowe, tiut: quam duexmeasite
. both; for dsshedlshahd sastewahce,: in dké mannes the
soul cannot be nourished by the bady of Christ kivie, sisr

v By-hishlusd Wone; Bat seuds receive wdue meastre of each

» Fan ftstiwaithi and swstenamees iwothdrmords, it mws both
hunger and thirst after righteousness in order fo be;

v drith wast th betad brig inte wswitd ordove abt: iecvcilygood
from Jesus Christ, and into its underataﬂdxhg ahd lholgit
tﬂ heasenly drath oratisdom. :

TQu Wluu i mquhsd Qf lluvu\ »hom tthann'o

oupptew "

v e a

J
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A. To examine themselves whether. they vepent them
truly of their former sins, stedfastly purposing to live a
new life ; have a lively faithin God’'s mercy through Christ,
with a thankful remembrance of his death ; and %c n cha=.
rity with all men. , .

Q. What do you mean by self-examination ?

A. To examine myself is to explore my inmost inten-
tions, purposes and thoughts, as well as my outward words
and works, 80 as to be enabled to see how far they are in
agreement, or otherwise, with Gop’s MosT HoLYy Worp :
and since I cannot so examine myself without the light of
the eternal truth, which is the light of Gop’s MosT HOLY
WORD, therefore self-examination implies further, that I
pray unto Jesus CHRisT to send out that light of his truth
to be my guide and assistance in so interesting a duty.

Q. By what rule may you best discover, at all times,
what are your inmost intentions, purposes and thoughts 2

"A. By examining what things affect me with the greitest
Joy and delight, for if those things be the things of this
world and the flesh there is then every reason to conclude
that tmy inmost intentions, purposes and thoughts are from
the same defiled source ; but if they bhe the things of God
and kis kingdom, there is then good reason to conclude
that my intentions, purposes and thoughts, are from God
and heaven also. i

Q. But you say, whether they repent them truly of their
Jormer sins—what do you mean by repenting truly of
your former sins?

A. My former sins are the corruptions of my heart and
life, before I become converted to God, which corruptions
consist principally in loving myself and the world, better
than God and my neighbour ; and to repent of these sins is
to renpunce all vain, selfish and worldly love, that so my
whole heart and ' life may be influenced and governed by
the love of God and my neighbour.

Q. And what do you understand by stedfastly purpos«
ing to lead a new life?

A. The new life here spoken of, is the life of heavenly
love and charity, which JEsus CHRIST communicates to all
those who repent them truly of their former sins; and a
stedfast purpose to lead this new life implies, that I ¢on-

F
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tinue to exalt the life of heavenly Tove and charity in my-
self above every other life, until it hath formed me eptirely -
according to its own blessed image and likeness,
Q. 1Is it possible then not to be stedfast in purposing.
to live this new life? .
A. Yes; until this new life is fully and perfectly formed
and fixed in man, by his own deliberate choice of it, and by
confirming it in hjs understanding and actions to, be the
best and most blessed life he can ever live, it is possible he
may turn back again to delight in the corrupt life of his
Jormer sins; but whensoever he makes,it. the deliherate
choice of his will, aud applies bis understanding and: ac-
tions to confirm it, it then becomes that house of which Ji-
sus CHRIST speaks in the parable, where he says, It fell
not, for it was founded on a rock, (Matt. vii. 25.) ‘ .
Q. What do you mean by having a lively faith.in Gop’s
mercy through CHRIST 1,
A. To have a_lively faith in GoD’s mercy. through
CHRIST, is to believe from the heart, thatall divine mercy, .
all divine truth, all divine grace, and every other djvine gift.
and  operation whatsoever, is communicated to men. by, -
from, and through the DiviNE HUMANITY OF JESUS
CHRIST, inasmuch as Jisus. CHRIST, as to hi Aa_
NITY, is one with the FATHER, and hath conseguently.
all power in heaven and earth.
Q. And why do yau call this a, lively faith?
A. Tou distingnish it from that dead faith, which doth not,
"believe from the keart, or with the love, but merely from,
the memory, and because others have said that men ought
so to believe, and which therefore doth not lead to newmness
of life, but leayes man in.the bondage of ‘his former sins.
"Q. And what do you understand, by @ thankful: remem.
brance of the death of CHRIST? :
A. It was shown above, that the rememlrance of any
thing, or of any person, implies that the mind is much.af-
fected by it, and.takes the greatest interest in it, and these-
fore the thankful remembrance of the death.of Christ, im-
plies, that the death. of Christ, with all its saving effects
and consequences, has,gained a supreme place in our affec-
tions, and begins. to interest us above, all other considera-
tions,’ o
‘Q." And what do you mean by, being in charity with all
men ? :
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A. Charity.is the same thing with neighbourly-love, and
is a divine grace from JESUS CHRIST imparted to all those,
who by repentance are desirous to renounce the inordipate,
Jove of themselves and of the world. It is besides an ex-
tensive grace, having its abode both in man’s will, in his °
understanding, in bis words and in his works. 1u hiswill
it is beavenly benevolence, tenderness and loving-kindness.
‘towards all mankind ; in his understanding it is heavenly
prudence apd discretion teaching him Aow charity ought to.
beexercised,and towards whom.; inhiswords it isthat sebri-
ety of discourse which speaketh no evil, but ministerethgrace
unto. the hearers; and in his works it manifesteth its holy.
influence, by making him zealous of goedworks, especially
by leading him to discharge all the daties of his calling and.
station with justice and judgment, diligence and fidelity, as
unto Jesps Christ, more than unto men, and under the con-
stant acknowledgment, that as those virtues are from Jesus
Christ, so the exercise of them tends to conjoin man daily
with that GReAT AND HoLY Gob.

- Q You, sajd thay charity in the understanding is.heaven-
Iy prudence and discretion, teaching man how he ought (o,
exercise ¢harity,.and tawards whom—tell me what you, up-,

dgrstand by, this prudence and discretion of charity ? ~—— ——

A. The prudence and discretion of charity teach me first,
wha is.my neighhour towards whom.I'am to exercise charity,
apd secongly, how I am 10 exercise it; for the prudence and;
l&scretim,of charity teach, that a society of men, is more my,
neighbour than an individual ; that my country is more my
veighbour than a society; and that the LoRD’s universal

church, and especially the LoD himself, is still more my.

neighbour than my country: they teach therefore furthen,,
thal every man exercises the highest degree.of charity, when,
in the discharge of the common duties of his calling and sta-.
tion, he respects the good of the society to which he be-
longs, and of his country, and especially, the gopd of the,
Lord’s church and the Lord himself. .

Q. You have told. me what is required of them who come,
to the Lord’s supper—can you tell, mestwhy it is.required? .

A. 1t is required for this reason, because without it man
cannot have either spiritual appetite or spiritual digestion,
for if he never examines himaelf sq as to repent him truly of
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Ii's former sins, and has no stedfast purpose to lead a new
tife; if he bas no lively faith in God's mercy through
Christ, and no thankful remembrance of his death ; if he be
not in charity with all men ; in this sad case he will love
himself better than God, and the world better than his neigh-
bour; consequently he will be totally void of all affection for
spiritual and eternal things, which are the love and the wis-
dom of God; he will therefore be without spiritual appetite
which consists in such affection ; and he will also be without
spiritual digestion, since where there is no appetite for’
spiritual food, it is impossible that spiritual food can be re-
ceived, and still more impossible that it can be digested.

Q. Do the things then, which are here required of them
who come to the Lord's supper, tend to promote spiritual
appetite and spiritual digestion?

A. Yes; forif 1 examine myself so as to repent truly of
my former sins, and have a stedfast purpose to lead a new
life ; if I have a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ,
with a thankful remembrance of his death ; if 1 am in cha-
rity with all men; in this happy case the love of God and
of-my neighbour will be my chief delight, and m¥ mind
will always be kept in a strong and lively affection for spi«

‘ritval and efernal things: thus my spiritual appetite will
increase daily more and more, and 1 shall receive daily
more and more plentiful food and nourishment from the
WoRrD oF Gop: but I shall not only receive it, but shall
digest it also, for as I labour to fulfil all the pure laws of
charity, by a diligent and faithful application to the duties
of my station and calling, having respect unto Jesus Christ,
I shall receive power and strength from that Great and
Holy God to incorporate daily into my spirit all his bless-
ed love and wisdom, whereby all the principles of my spi-
ritual life will be every day so strengthened and refreshed
that 1 shail finally become his wise and blessed child, forin-
ed after his own image and likeness, and thus be rendered
meet to be partaker of that eternal and happy kingdom
which he has prepared for all who leve him and keep his
commandments. AMEN. '

FINIS.
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