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In 2023…2014

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-map-2014-11-03-items-intensity-100.png
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2023

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-map-2023-06-26-items-intensity-100.png



Data 
Contributions

Organizations import data 
onto Wikidata, to increase 
visibility of the items via the 
Linked Open Data web. 

Connecting 
with Wikidata

Data Reuse

Organizations create 
external identifiers to 
connect their database/ 
catalogs with Wikidata’s, to 
enrich their metadata.

Organizations reusing 
Wikidata’s data for their 
projects. 

Wikidata Partnerships



The objective of sharing of the use cases is to 
raise awareness, and inspire similar projects in 
other communities.  

The speaker is not the subject-matter expert 
on the following projects.

Further information or questions on the use 
cases are best addressed by the respective 
project owners, which can be forwarded to 
them via the speaker. 

Disclaimer



Liberal Arts 
Research University

(~11,000 students)

University Library - 
Digital Initiatives and Research 
Support



200,000+ historical Chinese news clipping entries

HKBU Chinese News Clipping Database 

https://digital.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/newsclipping/

https://digital.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/newsclipping/


• What is the geographical spread of news clippings sources? 

• Which articles were printed by publishers that no longer exist?

But researchers may want to know:



What is the geographical spread 
of news clipping sources?

Query the HKBU Library News Clipping Dataset on Wikidata

https://w.wiki/9W$s


Which publishers are 
no longer in business?

Query the HKBU Library News Clipping Dataset on Wikidata

https://w.wiki/9W$u


About Project
Background

• Started in 2021

• Data contribution: digital metadata of newspaper clippings archive 

• Chinese Newspaper Clipping Database (Q115907598)

• 58,000 data items on Wikidata

• 1 x staff (non cataloger)



About Project
Next steps

• Create an external identifier property on Wikidata

• Upload catalog onto Mix’n’Match 

• Embed SPARQL queried results onto their website 



20th Century 
Press Archives
(PM20)

Max-Michael Wannags, CC BY-SA 4.0 
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

ZBW – Leibniz-Informationszentrum Wirtschaft
Leibniz Information Centre for Economics



About Project
Background

• Started in 2018 ~ 2024 (see project page here)

• Data contribution: historical press archives of ZBW, with millions of press clippings 

and other materials about persons, organizations, wares, events and general 

subjects. Arguably the world’s most comprehensive public press archives in the 

20th century.  

• PM20 metadata is integrated into Wikidata, aiming at: 

○ link all folders of the collection to Wikidata, providing access to sources to 
Wikimedia projects and the general public 

○ add metadata from the folders (e.g., persons' birth dates) to the linked 
Wikidata items 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_20th_Century_Press_Archives


About Project

• Ext ID Property: PM20 Folder ID (P4293) (proposed by 

an Admin of DE WP) to link PM20 Person and 

Company folder. 

• Mix-n-Match catalog created and 60 Wikidata 

volunteers  contributed

• E.g. Persons

○ 5266 folders - more than 6000 statements which are 

sourced in PM20 (from "date of birth" to the track gauge 

of a Brazilian railway line); more than 1000 items, for 

which PM20 ID is the only external identifier

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P4293
http://zbw.eu/beta/sparql-lab/?endpoint=https://query.wikidata.org/sparql&queryRef=https://api.github.com/repos/zbw/sparql-queries/contents/wikidata/pm20_references.rq
https://query.wikidata.org/#%23%20items%20with%20property%20P4293%20and%20no%20other%20identifiers%0ASELECT%20%3Fitem%20%3FitemLabel%20%3Fvalue%20%3Fst%0A%7B%0A%20%20%7B%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20SELECT%20%2a%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%7B%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP4293%20%3Fvalue%20%3B%20wikibase%3Aidentifiers%201%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%7D%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20LIMIT%201000%0A%20%20%7D%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22%5BAUTO_LANGUAGE%5D%2Cen%22.%20%7D%0A%7D%0AORDER%20BY%20DESC%28%3Fst%29%20%3Fitem


About Project
• E.g. Countries/ 

subject archives. 

Contains all 

countries and 

subcontinents with 

more than 9200 

folders digitally 

accessible. 

• 1 x staff 



Chinese 
Ancestors 
Portraits 
Project & 
Wikidata

SLA- Smithsonian Libraries & Archives

Freer Gallery of Art, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Carrying_a_Zither_while_Searching_for_Plum_Blossoms_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


About Project
Background

• Started in 2020 ~ 2021 (see project page here)

• Part of the Smithsonian Libraries PCC Wikidata Pilot Project, intended to connect 

library data with Wikidata and facilitate the creation of linked data.

• Items will be created, or, if already existing, enhanced, for names matched to the 

Freer and Sackler Galleries collection of Chinese Ancestors portraits.

• Modelling out data for 94 Sitters and 88 Paintings

○ Items for sitters (human)
○ Item for portraits (painting) 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_PCC_Wikidata_Pilot/Smithsonian_Libraries/Projects/Chinese_Portraits


About Project

• Modelling out data for 94 Sitters and 88 Paintings

○ Wiki ecosystem (Wikidata, Commons, Wikisource, Wikipedia etc)

○ Items for sitters (human)

○ Item for portraits (painting) 



Portraits

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q18689538
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q18689538
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Zou_Fulei_-_A_Breath_of_Spring_(F1931.1).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Zou_Fulei_-_A_Breath_of_Spring_(F1931.1).jpg


Portraits

https://collections.si.edu/search/record/ark:/65665/ye341c1398ddb2e4ba98cebbb9ce6aa9cc0
https://collections.si.edu/search/record/ark:/65665/ye341c1398ddb2e4ba98cebbb9ce6aa9cc0
https://www.si.edu/object/fsg_F1931.1
https://www.si.edu/object/fsg_F1931.1


Challenges

• Name culture (English vs transliterated)

• Royal and noble titles

• Females associated with family

• Property interpretation & constraints
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