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funeral. Sometimes he would insist for his wife
to come with him; and one evening, as they
were driving through Ploumar, some obscure
and drunken impulse caused him to pull up sharply
opposite the church. The mojon swam amongst
light white clouds. The tombstones gleamed pale
under the fretted shadows of the trees in the
churchyard. Even the village dogs slept.  Only

the nightingales, awake, spun out the thrill of

their song above the silence of graves. Jean-Pierre
said thickly to his wife— |

“What do you think is there?”

He pointed”™ his whip at the tower—in which
the big dial of the clock appeared high in the
moonlight like a pallid face without eyes—-and
getting out carefully, fell down at once by the
wheel. He picked himself up and climbed one
by one the few steps to the iron gate of the
churchyard. He pnt his face to the bars and
called out indistinctly—

“Hey there! Com= out!”

“Jean! Return! Return!” eatreated his wife
in low tones.

— — pr— p—

swarply =abruptly,
fretted = having fretwork,
only [H%ME | - {1(% conjunction,
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He took no notice, and seemed to wait there.
The song of nightingales beat on all sides against
the high walls of the church, and flowed back
between stone crosses and flat grey slabs, en-
graved with words of hope and sorrow.

“Hey ! Come out!” shouted Jean-Pierre loudly.

The nightingales ceased to sing.

- **Nobody ?"” went on Jean-Pierre. “ Nobody
there. A swindle of the crows. That's what this
is. Nobody anywhere. [ despise it. Allez!
Houp ! ™ |

He shook the gate with all his strength, and
the iron bars rattled with a frightful clanging,
like a chain dragged over stone steps. A dog
near by barked hurriedly. Jean-Pierre staggered
back, and after three successive dashes got into
his cart. Susan sat very quiet and still. He
said to her with drunken severity—

“See? Nobody. I've bzen made a {fool!
Malheur! Somebody will pay for it. The next
one I see near the house I will lay my whip on

. . on the black spine . . . I will. I don’t want

crows = priests.
I despise it=It is not fair.
Allez ! =Co away, away with you! (#35),

Monp ! MRS, R(18 S0 @ interjection (#H35),
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See 7=Do you see?
Mulheur ! =unhappiness, misery ! (#)i5),
somebody will=some Lody shall (.~ |, @),
The mext one=the next priest,
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him ‘in there . . . he only helps the carrion crows

to rob poor folk. I am a mn. . . . We will se=

if T can't have children like anybody else . . .

now you mind. . . . They won't be all . . . all
LRI o, 5

She burst out through the fingers that hid her
face—

“Don’t say that, Jean; don't say that, my
man ! ”’

He struck her a swinging blow on the head
with the back of his hand and knocked her into
the bottom of the cart, where she crouched. thrown
about lamentably by every jolt. He drove fur-
iously, standing up, brandishing his whip. The
country rang clamorous in the night with the
irritated barking of farm dogs. At his own gate
he qaught the post and was shot out of the cart
head first. The horse went on slowly to the
door. At Susan’s piercing cries the farm hands
rushed out. She thought him dead, but he was
only sleeping where he fell, and cursed his

men, who hastened to him, for disturbing his
slumbers.,
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They won't be ull.... .. =They won’t be all simple.
bottom =scal,
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_ his men=his s rvants.
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Autumn came. Jean-Pierre went from field to ROKLzo T~ vy €z nRD M~ BT, BHW il
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felt the inferiority of man who passes away before
the clod that remains. Must he give up the hope

of having by his side a son who would look at

"
RE O IEDADHDLHNL 28 Uiz EANL B3 IE L1 4
WeHIO LOBT L DCE® 2805 0725 H50OBcRkL
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them aloud. They! Never! He turned home-
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nights, when the tide was out, the bay of FFougdre,
fifty feet below the house, resembled an immense
black pit, from which ascende mutterings and sighs
as if the sands down there had been alive and com-
plaining. At high tide the returning water assaulted
the ledges of rock in short rushes, ending in bursts
of livid light and-columns of spray, that flew inland,
stinging to death the grass of pastures.

The darkness came from the hills, flowed over
the coast, put out the red fires of sunset, and
went on to seaward pursuing the retiring tide.
The wind dropped with the sun, leaving a mad-
dened sea and a devastated sky.  Madame
Levaille, for this evening the servant of her own
workmen, tried to induce them to depart. * An
old woman like me ought to be in bed at this
late  hour,” she good-humouredly repeated.
The quarrymen drank, asked for more. They
shouted over the table as if they had been
talking across a field. At one end four of them
played cards, banging the wood with their hard
knuckles, and swearing at every lead. One sat

with a lost gaze, humming a bar of some song,

which he repeated endiessly. Two others, in a

— . —

ledges of rock =ridges of rock helow sea-level.
devastuted = dreary.
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corner, were quarrelling confidentially and fiercely
over some woman.

The slight click of the iron latch was at that
late hour as unexpected and startling as a thunder-
clap. Madame Levaille put down a bottle she
held above a liqueur glass; the players turned
their heads; the whispered quarrel ceased; only
the singer, after dartiny a glance at tae door,
went on humming with a stolid face. Susan
appeared in the doorway, stepped in, flung the
door to, and put her back against it, saying, half
aloud— |

‘““ Mother !

Madame Levaille, taking up the bottle again,
said calmly: ‘“Here you are, my girl. What
a state you are in!"” The neck of the bottle
rang on the rim of the glass, for the old woman
was startled, and the idea that the farm  had
caught fire had entered her head. She could
think of no other cause for her daughter's ap.
pearance.

Susan, soaked and muddy, stared the whole

length of the room towards the men at the far
end. Her mother asked—
confidentinlly —=in whisper. |
the door to=thc dour in (to) a c¢losed state.
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“What has happened? God guard us from
misfortune ! "

Susan moved her lips. No sound came. Ma-
dame Levaille stepped up to her daughter, took
her by the arm, looked into her face.

“In God's name,” she said shakily, ** what's
the matter > You have been rollinz in mud. . . .
Why did you come? . . . Where's Jean?"

Then men had all got up and approached
slowly, staring with dull surprise. Madame Le-
vaille jerked her daughter away from the door:
swung her round upon a seat close to the wall.
Then she turned fiercely to the men—

“ Enough of this! Out you go—you others ! !
close. ”

One of them observed, looking down at Susan
collapsed on the seat: ‘ She is—one may say
—half dead.”

Madame IL.evaille flung the door open.
“Get out! March!” she cried, shaking nerv-

ously.
They dropped out into the night, laughing

stupidly.

“Speak, Susan. What is it? Speak!"” en-

God gunrd us=1v_ay God cuard us.
Enough of this!=] have had cnongh of th's!?
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treated Madame lLevaille, as so n as the door
was shut.

Susan pronounced some incomprehensible words,
glaring at the table.

“Does Jean know where you are? Where is
Jean?”

Susan pronounced with difficulty—

““He knows . . . he is dead.”

“What!” cried the old woman. She came
up near, and peering at her daughter, repeated
three times: “ What do you say? What do you
say > What do you say?”

“I have killed him.”

“Why? Say! Say! Why?"”

The other seemed to leap out of her strange
apathy. |

“Do you think I am made of stone?”” she
shouted back, striding towards her mother.

“No! It's impossible. . . .” said Madame Le-
vaille, in a convinced tone. _

“You go and see, mother,” retorted Susan,
looking at her with blazing eyes. * There's no
mercy in heaven—no justice. No! . . . I did not

know. . . . Do you think I have no heart? Do

— e ——

I's impos<ible —=I's impossible that you are made of stone.
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you think I have never heard people jeering at
me, pitying me, wondering at me ? Do you know
how some of them were caliing me? The mother
of idiots—that was my nickname! And my
children never would know me, never speak to
me. They would know nothing; neither men—
nor God. Haven't I prayed! But the Mother
of God herself would not hear me. A mother !
.« + Who is accursed—I, or the man who is
dead? Eh? Tell me. 1 took care of myself.
Do you think I would defy the anger of God and
have my house full of those things—that are
worse than animals who know the hand that feeds
them? Who blasphemed in the night at the very
church door? Was it I? .. .1 only wept and
prayed for mercy . . . and 1 feel the curse at
every moment of the day—I sce it round me

from morning to night . . . I've got to keep,

them alive—to take care of my misfortune and
shame. And he would come. I begged him and
Heaven for mercy. . . . No! .. . Then we shall
see. . . . He came this evening. 1 thought to

—i —_——_—— —

Huven't T prayed ! =0f course [ have prayed.
I took cure of myself=1 took care not {0 be in the family way,
I would defy =1 was resolved to d fy.

those things=those idiots,
was it X?=was it I that did so.
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I see it=1 sce the curse.

've got to keep=1 have to keep,

And he would eome=-Aud he insisted on coming to share my b d,
Neo! =he said, “No!”

Then we shall see=1 said “ Then we shall iy,
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myself: ‘Ah! again!’ .. . T had my long
scissors. [ heard him shouting. . . . [ saw him
near. . . . I must—must I? , . . Then take! . ..

And I struck him in the throat above the breast-d

bone. . . . | never heard him even sigh. . . . I
left him standing. . . . It was a minute ago.”

Her mother, umbrella in hand and trailing the
shawl over the floor, groaned profoundly.

“l must go to the priest,’” she burst out
passionately. “I do not know whether you even
speak the truth! You are a horrible woman.
They will find you anywhere. You may stay
here—or go. There is no room for you in this
world.”

Ready now to depart, she yet wandered

aimlessly about the room, putting the bottles on -

the shelf, trying to fit with trembling hands the
covers on cardboard boxes. She blew the candles
out one by one without knowing it, and was
horribly startled by the darkness. She fell on a
bench and began to whimper. After a while she
ceased, and she saw the figure of her daughter

pass before the faint and livid clearness of a

e —— ——

I must —must [?="You say I must obey you?”
Then take=Then take it="Then take the punishment,
burst ont - cxclaimed,
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Window. " Then it appeared in the doorway for
a second, and the door swung to with a clang.
Madame Levaille, as if awakened by the noise
from a long nightmare, rushed out.

“Susan!” she shouted from the doorstep.

She heard a stone roll a long time down the
declivity of the rocky beach above the sands,
She stepped forward cautiously, one hand on the
wall -of - the house, and peered down into the
smooth darkness of the empty bay. Once again
she cried—

“Susan!  You will kill yourself there.”

Susan had run out, swerving sharp to the left
at the door, and on the edge of the slope
crouched down behind a boulder.
stone went on downwards, rattling as it leaped.
When Madame Levaille called out, Susan could
have, by stretching her hand, touched her mother’s
skirt, had she had the courage to move a limb,
She saw the old woman go away, and she
remained still, closing her eyes and pressing her
side to the hard and rugged surface of the rock.
After a while a familiar face with fixed eyes and

S — —

swung to-=—shut.
us Iif awnkened=2as if she h d beer awakened.
one hand on the wall=with one hand on the wall.
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the smooth durkmess=the darkness in which nothing was 10 be
swl.
sharp=promptiy.
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an open mouth became visible in the intense
obscurity amongst the boulders. She uttered a
low cry and stood up. The face vanished, leav

ing her to gasp and shiver along in the wilderness
of stone heaps. But as soon as she had crouched:

down again to rest, with her head against the
rock, the face returned, came very near, appeared
eager to finish the speech that had been cut
short by death, only a moment ago. She
scrambled quickly to her feet and said: “ Go
away, or I will do 1t again.” The thing wavered,
swung to the right, to the left. She moved this

way and that, stepped back, fancied herself

screaming at it, and was appalled by the unbroken
stillness of the night. She tottered on the brink,
felt the steep declivity under her feet, and rushed
down blindly to save herself from a headlong fall
The shingle seemed to wake up; the pebbles
began to roll before her, pursued her from above,
raced down with her on both sides, rolling past
with an increasing clatter. In the peace of the
night the noise grew, deepening to a rumour,
continuous and violent, as if the whole senuarcle

— I ——— - - -

I will do it agnin=1 will s‘nke you decad again,
the pebbles bhegun to—increasing clatter EO LD 4|2 2
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of the stony beach had started to tumble down
into the bay. Susan's feet hardly touched the
slope that seemed to run down with her. At the
bottom she stumbled, shot forward, throwing her
arms outy and fell heavily. She jumped up at
once and turned swiftly to look back, her clenched
hands full of sand she had clutched in her fall
The face was there, keeping its distance, visible
in its own sheen that made a pale stain in the
night. She shouted, “Go away "—she shouted
at it with pain, with fear, with all the rage of
that useless stab that could not keep him quiet,
keep him out of her sight. \What did he want
now ? He was dead. Dead men have no children.
Would he never leave her alone? She shrieked
at it—waved her outstretched hands. She seemed
to feel the breath of partad lips, and, with a
long cry of discouragement, fled across the level
bottom of the bay.

She ran lightly, unaware of any effort of her
body. High sharp rocks that, when the bay is
full, show above the glittering plain of blue water

hurdly touched the slone R HLIZEEL Y0l Ent:o
bEJ\O
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her clenched hands=wilh her clenched hands,
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Whant did he wan(—her slome ? = She thought “ what @oes he want
now? lle is dead. Dead men Zawe no children, Wil/ he never leave
me alone 2"
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like pointed towers of submerged churches, glided
past her, rushing to the land at a tremendous
pace. lo the left, in the distance, she could see
something shining : a broad ‘disc of light in which
narrow shadows pivoted round the centre like
the spokes of a wheel. She heard a voice
calling, “Hey! There!” and answered with a
wild scream. So, he could call yet! He was
calling after her to stop: Never! . . . She tore
through the night, past the startled group of
seaweed-gatherers who stood round their lantern
paralysed with fear at the unearthly screech
coming from that fleeing shadow. The men
leaned on their pitchforks staring fearfully. A
woman fell on her knees, and, crossing hereself,
began to pray aloud. A little girl with her
ragged skirt full of slimy seaweed began to sob
despairingly, lugging her soaked burden close to
the man who carried the light. %mebody
said: “The thing ran out towards the sea

Another voice exclaimed: “And the sea is
coming back! Look at the spreading puddles.
Do your hear—you woma.n—the re ! (;et up!”

So, he could enll—Never=>5he thought “ Se, he can call yet! lle
75 calling after me to stop. Never!
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Several voices cried together. “ Yes, let us be
of! Let the accursed thing go to the sea!”
They moved on, keeping close round the light.
Suddenly a man swore loudly. He would go
and see what was the matter. It had been a
woman's voice. He would go. There were
shrill protests from women—but his high form
detached itself from the group and went off
running. They sent an unanimous call of scared
voices after him. A word, insulting and
mocking, came back, thrown at them through
darkness. A woman moaned. An old man. said
gravely: “Such things ought to be left alone.”
They went on slower, shuffling in the yielding
sand and whipering to one another that Millot
feared nothing, having no religion, but that it
would end badly some day.

Susan met the incoming tide by the Raven islet
and stopped, panting, with her feet in the water-
She heard the murmur and felt the cold caress
of the sea, and, calmer now, could see the sombre
and confused mass of the Raven on one side
and on the other the long white streak of Moléne
sands that are left high above the dry bottom of

He would go—wonld go=Ilc said, “I su/ go and sce what s
the matter, It waes a woman's voice, I will go.”
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Fougére Bay at every ebb.  She turned round
and saw far away, alonz the starred background
of the sky, the ragged outline of the coast.
Above it, nearly facing har, appearel the tower
of Ploumar Church; a slender anl tall pyramid
shooting up dark and pointed into the clustered
glitter of the stars. She felt strangely calm.
She knew where she was, and began to remember
how she came there—and why. She peered into
the smooth obscuricy near her. She was alone.
There was nothing there ; nothing near her, either
living or dead.

The tide was creeping in quietly, putting out

long impatient arms of strange rivulets that ran

towards the land between ridges of sand. Under
the night the pools grew bigger with mysterious
rapidity, while the great sea, yet far off, thundered
in a regular raythm alonz the indisiinct line of
the horizon! Susan splashed her way back for
a few yards without being table t> get clear of

the water that murmured tenderly all around

and, sudenly, with a spiteful gurgle, nearly took
her of her feet. Her heart thumped with fear.
This place was too big and too empty to die in.

- ——

under the mnight=under cover of nigh',
This pluce was—it lappened=She th ught, * This place 5 too
biz and to> empy to die in, Tomoriow they i do with me what
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black clothes that there ar things no women can lear. 1 must explain
how it happened.
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To-morrow they would do with her what they
liked. But before she died she must tell them—
tell the gentlemen in black clothes that there are
things no woman can bear. She must explain
how it happened. . . . She splashed through a
pool, getting wet to the waist, too preoccupied
O cave, . . . .

Sae had been scrambling amongst the boulders
of the Raven and now found herself, all out of
breath, standing amongst the heavy shadows of
toe rocky islet. The Raven is connected with
the main land by a natural pier of immense and
slippery stones. She intended to return home
toat way. \Was he still standing there? At
home. Home! Four idiots and a corpse. She

must go back and explain. Anybody would
understand. . . .,

Below her the night or the sei seemed to
pronounce distinctly—
“Aha! I see you at last!”

She started, slipped, fell ; and without attempt-
ng to rise, listened, terrified. She heard heavy
breathing, a clatter of wooden clogs, It stopped

i

Wag he still—would understand...... =She thought, “ /5 he still
s‘acding there? At home. I1lome! Four idiots and a corpse, T meast
go back and explain. Any Lody wilf undzrstand......
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“Where the devil did you pass?” said an

invisible man, hoarsely.

She held her breath. She recognised the voice
She had not seen him fall. \Was he pursuing her
there dead, or perhans . . . alive?

She lost her head. She cried from the crevice
where she lay huddled, ‘“ Never, never ! ”

“Ah! You are still there. You lel me a fine
dance. Wait, my beauty, I must see how you
look after all this. You wait, . . ."

Millot was stumbliny, laughing, swearing
maaninglessly out of pure satisfaction, pleased
with himself for having ran down that fly-by-night.

Susan listened, crouching. He was coming for
“er, this dead man. There was no escape. \What
a noise he made amongst the stones. . . . She
saw his head rise up, then the shoulders. He
was tall—her own man! Iis long arms waved
about, and it was his own voice sounding a little
strange . . . . because of the scissors. She
scrambled out quickly, rushed to the edge of the
causeway, and turned round. The man stood

the devil=in the name of the devil.
wus he pmulng:tilv lh()'lghf., “is he pursuing —""
lost her head=got confusel.

ran down B TRYEM AL b 50222500 &,
e wus coming—amongst the stoney=>5he thuught, * lle 4
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comny for me, this dead mmn. There is no escape, What a noise he
makes amongst the stoncs.” | :

He was tall—the seissors=She thought, “ Ile 7 wll.. my own man:
Ilis Img ams zoare about, and it 75 his own voice scunding a it le

strange- - ....Lecause of the scissors,”
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still on a high stone, detachiny himself in deal
black on the glitter of the sky.

“ Where are you going to > " he called roughly.

She answered, “Home!” and watched him
ntensely. He made a striding, clumsy leap on
to another boulder, and stopped again, balancing
himself, then said—

“1 am coming for you. \What do you think ? "

She trembled. Coming for her! There was
no escape, no peace, no hope. She looked round
‘despairingly.  Suddenly the whole shadowy coast,
the blurred islets, the heaven itself, swayed about
twice, then came to a rest. She closed her eyes
and shouted—

“Can’t you wait till I am dead!"”

She was shaken by a furious hate for that
shade that pursued her in this world, unappeased
even by death in its longing for an heir that
would be like other people’s children.

“Hey! What?"” said Millot, keeping his
distance prudently. He was saying to himself :

“Look out! Some lunatic. An accident happens
soon.”

She went on, wildly—

shulen = shucked,
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“I want to live. To live alone — for a week
—for a day. I must explain to them. . .. I would
tear you to pieces, I would kill you twenty times
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over rather than let you touch me while I live.
How many times must 1 kill you—you blasphemer !
Satan sends you Lere. I am damned too!"
“Come,” said Millot, alarmed and conciliating.
“I am perfectly alive! . . . Oh, my God"”
She had screamed, *“Alive!” and at once
vanished before his eyes, as if the islet itseif had
swerved aside from under her feet.  Millot
rushed forward, and fell flat with his chin over
the edge. Far below he saw the water whitened
by her struggles, and heard one shrill cry for
help that seemed to dart upwards along the
perpendicular face of the rock, and soar past,

straight into the high and impassive heaven.

live=continue alive,
o them=10 the priests,

i "D

LTRLAHZE, —M, (RS L 2PR6 R0 IENe—TD
O ) EROT RS, BENk. BRLFERRCESD ]

Fidh. Bl HRBLPALER2TAHE ! LRREP! L
¢ v — RS LT DI BT,

it TE2THAEST I IEMAX, T LTHRL B&°
ﬁéknﬂmeGfutww@ﬁu.ﬁtmiu—@nmm
T A%E1:, 3 v—(2REL T, fHOBZZS I mod~
B2 L TBGE ot S T TORRBEO LD BInWiZ v &,
1 DRz & LTROAMOMCH 3 TER Ly i
FLTHRB OO RZE~ Ey ZBA T LERIZ ST,
Phte iz H—"0 8 M P72,

"“', times: many times.
ecowme A7=TihdT: 008 E.




-

_. ERIE < R +~ oZS MNEREHRHE FTRW
F X D-REEC n o\ " R E

N & W =

" 4 =2 =
Re @ Wk M2 |z 5241

KNERES®

gz JERA w-ax | = 28

g . - e = -
: ' i i iyl sl = i A, - y— P S S——— g — . — — i ;s
- ——. - —- ™ i . i ’ - ..ri].".ll ‘..l-!l._*l..l_
! " 5 - - - a— o ¥’ Ll .ill*l'{.h}-!i.*
5 ‘ . £, ' . 4 > S s L
. = _ - _,f_,ﬁﬂu._fq.-.. B A
' v = .



908-E37%

LT

1200500754081




