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LfDef. Dac. No. 2053 .

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNaL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATE OF AMERICAi, eb al

ARAKI, Sadao, cr al,

SWORN DEPOSITION

Deponent YAZAKI, Kanju

YAZAKI, Kanju, being fiprst duly sworn in accordance

with the »>ractice in Janan, deposcs and states as follows:

That my neme is YAZAKI, XKanju, and that I was a »Jrofes-
sional Army officer and held the rank of Lieutenant General
at the termination of hostilitles between the Allied Nations
and Jalan. That durlng my 1ife as an Army officer 1 became
well and personally acquainted with one DOHIHARA, Kenji, who
i{s now one of the accused on trial before the International
Military Tribunal for the Far East. My acquaintance with the
former General DOHIHARA covers A aumber of years and 1 have
been intimetely acquainted ﬁith.him since the time 1 was &
Cantain.

2pisr to the China Incident and during the month of
March, 1937, the accuscd DOHIHARa was aprointed Commander of
the 14th Division of thé Japanese Arny, which was then sta-

tioned in Utsunomiya, on the Island of Honshu, in Japan,
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which was its Dermanent station. At the outbreak of the

China Incident in July, 1937, the accuscd, DOHIHARAK, was 5
still the commander of the 1l4th Division and 1 was then a f
Lieutenant Colonel on his staff,. in August we wore ordered

to North China, where we were oéngzaged in militarﬁ gpera=:

|
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|

tions in the resion along the Peking-Hankow Railroad, where

1 continued to serve as his staff officer. 4

~ Rt the time the China Affair brokeg, GETOITI DoNTHAZA—

ﬁaaaé9—aegreetad—that—tt-had—cﬂmﬂ—ubuut-and vhen we were

departing to Worth China under our mobilization orders he
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gave us instructions and orders, which were later repcated on L
the battle field, in which he emdhasized that the China Affailr

was not a war of aggression but was aimed ultimately at co-

operation betwecn Japan and China. He es»ecially enjoined us

that a rigid enforcement of rogulations and orders pertaining

to the srotecction of the Chinesd seople would be had. During

M S— T N— .

operations and on tho battle ficld Divisional Commander

DOHIHARA gave hls odrimary attention to Hurely strateglc

motters and, of necessity, left tha detnils to his subordinates.

However, he never lost slight of his duty as an oificer toO

ver hesitated to assist them personally

his subordinates and ne

in the discharge of their duties, whether they wore important

L as L -

or trifling, when 1t came to the orotcction of the Chinese =
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!” neonle. He used to vay minute attentioan to duties con-
q cerning the Chinese people to avoid injury or oppression on

non-combatants.

j In order to illustrate my point, L would like to cite some
f examples which I have personally secn.

Onde duriné operations on the river Yungting-ho, his
men had decided to use a Chinese farmer's house to sot up a
command Nost for General DOHIHARA. nowover, when this was
; called to the attention of General DOHIFARA, he noticed
there wers Chinese women and children taking refuge in the
house, and forbade his subordinates to enter. He had his
office located in front of the housc where he, his staflf
1 : officers and subordinates campdd in the open air and attended
| to their busincss.,
; Agaln ncar Paotlng he observed some of his men burning
I firewood which belonged to Chinesc farmers, which they had
approp;iated in order to warm themsclves. General DONIHARA
| immediately rode to the spot on horseback, scolded them

soundly and made them ston at oncc.

Agaln, near faoting Gencral DOHIHARA saw a Jadjanese

soldier on the march having a Chincse carry his knassack,

and immediately reprimanded the soldier. The soldier stated

that he had employed the Chinese and had promised to pay him

for the worke In order to be fair General DOHIHARA ordercd
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the Japanesc soldier to rencgotiante with the Chlncse in his
sresence and when it becamc¢ clear ﬁhat the soldier could not
sneak the Chinese language, the Genoral ordered that tho
soldier immodiatoly rclieve the Chinese of the knapsack and
cautioncd him severely concerning his future conduct in sauch
matterse.

Many such instances could be sct forth. However, 1
mention thesc threc only to show that even 1n matters which
mizht be considered as trifling, Genceral DOHIHARA did not
nermit the abuse of ecivilians and non-combatants. I have
heard his subordinates on more than one occasion state 1in
substancc, "Our Divisional Commander loves the Chinese
better thﬁn the Janancse éoldiers.“

Gencral DOHIHARA had a high regemd for the Chinese

peonle and for non-combatants, as such. I have never known
an occasion vhon the Chinese gencral public in any jurisdilc-

tion under the command of General DOHIHARA were not settled

and neacoful towards the Ja»nanese forces under his command.
They continued in their businoss oporations without inter-
runtion and their stores and mepchanalsi nc establishments

continued to Drosicr. . 4+ was not unceomnIn for the Chlingcsc

to assist the Jananesc soldlers voluntarily in drawing water,

spenarine meals, cleaning houses, carrying goods and other
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such daily routine matters. In fact, their rega¥d for
General DOHIFARE was such that they would inform him of any
bandit attack vhich they anticipated.

In camd, whenevar therc was time to spare, it was the
custom of General DOHIHARA to assemble his subordinates and
oxplain to thera about the urgent necessity of mointaining
friendship betwcen the Japancse and Chinese peodlz. 1
remember many of his talks eitremely well as they left a
deep impression upor. me. For example, the followlng arc a
few samples of what could Ye¢ expected in these talks:

I. "Sino-Jasanese kodderation is of groat significance
if we are to have peaca.l Bast Asia. I order t©o realize
the coolzration which we disire betwecd Janan. and China,
the Jajanosc must first study Ching/inore profoundly and
reach a 9ctter understanding \of tJe Crincse pcople them-
selves, In order to know the inese, ve must, with sin-
serit—-, associate with tkem.

2. "Phe Chinese ara Feace l{ving and gentle peobdle,

if you approach them witX understangin and courtesy. They

o

are willing to underst/uyi whatever ydu speak. Yo rust nos
agsume a violent or/orpressive attlitud\: Sovards tham at any
t ime . " 4
V4
3. "If, ¥h our association with the\ Chinese people,
they do not accent our' opinion, it is neccysary for us to

reflect 'on oursclves :ii.stead of blaming thcy for the lack of
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understandin on t}{ir part."

Not only did General DOHIHARA often speak .in the manner

which I have just related, but he endeavored to exccute his

own views and to place them in sractice. I+ was not a matter

of mere words with him, but also a sincere attitude on his
sart, and he was known throughout the Division for his sincerity

to his idecals and teachings.

A1l I have stated 1s just by way ~f 11lussrasion of
the attitude of General DCHIMLRA and Lis behavior L camd and

on the battle fields. do was constently instriching and

but all of his suhordinate

advising not only his staff officers,

found his instructions and admonitions

with the Chinese

of ficers and men and wo

to be of great value in neacefully deallng

oeople.
well Gencral DOEIHARA often confided

s speech I¥ew ho held an

As L xnew him

in me; both by his behavior and hi

opinion opaoscd to the China Affair from the very beginning.

However, &8 an Army officer, he had no choice except to obey the

orders of his superlors, but even in camd, to his intimates, he

always deplorcd the China Affair.

f Showa, February, 1932, due to 1illness,

In the lsoth year O
~me husie echclon of the

eturncd to Japtn and served vitni

I was T
After my rovurn I conhtinued to

14th Division at Utsunomlya.
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have corresnondence with General DOHIHARA and one of the

letters which I recoived was under date of April 22, 1938.

North China fronts and I stlll have it in my possession. In

this letter he states:

"our state has no basic strategic »rinciple established
for tho Affairs and scems to be omerating nasaively decoyed
by the opponents and 1is, as it were, ieacd'ng a kLand to
mouth exlstence. Morecover, without strengihening the
scaffold on which she stands, she supports Hoth the North
and the Central China now Regimes, which are just like
castles on the sand, and unconscious of the rroent need
of consoliduting the foundation, tries to arrange mere for-
malitics of these Governments. I am greatly a. ssppointed

at this attitude of our State, and am very much concerned
about it. I have no intention to rejoice in glving a big
tnll which is of no use. I beg you to explaln, whencver

gou may have a chance, to the authorities with regard to

tho above-mentioned points and cnll for their reflection R

By way of explanation, thwe North regime refund to Was

Wang Ko-min's tomporary government, and the Contral China Govern-

ment was Liang Hung-chihts rostoration govornment. Bnowing

Goneral DORIHaRA as L had, I knew this lottor was but another
of his »rotcsts against the entirc China Affailr, I realizcd

that he knew his views were shara’ by me and that he expected

me, wherever bossible, toO assist hin.
General DOHIHARa, fron young ranhood onward throush his

career chorished an idenl for enhanccment of frieandly relatlons

betweon Janan nnd China, and while he was in the Army Coll:ge

Lhe made a sd>cclal study of the Chinese language and of the

— —
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After 5raduation'he was appointed a

nistory of China.
t to China, wherc he

al Staff and was 8seéen

His name became well known, gven tO
rs in China and Man- '{

member of tho Gener

stayed for many years.

During hls 7yea

the Chinese civiliané.
the Specilal

This organization wa. s A

¢ of gatheringrmilibfrj information

jzation ab Mukdene.
primarily for the purdos |
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| and intelligencos VMenover trouble arose TR A )
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China, I ¥now personally that muach was pub
{s0d on prumor, GO~

n and 3ts members which was by

oundation whatcver in ”

N the ominence of DOHIHARA 's M
t

g was connected with

organizatio
jecture and propag&nda,

1 know that DecENsSe

w ch had no

fact.

name in matters conc

orning Chixy that h

many incidents 1in whiclhh he

cinated.

Knowing General DOAIHARL &8 1 A\

posecd to the China
f

t hc never changed his 3

et to me that
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EW\cen Japan and
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there duld not be ?eacoful coo

Chixa, which ho had ch

waes particularly rogretful moreove
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“

kS At Tokyo
" (seal)

DEPONENT: YAZAKT, Kenju

S

fy that the above stateﬁent

ure and seal

% b OHTﬂifKinjiro hereby certi

was sworn DY the Deponent, Who affixed his signal

thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the sane date

At Tokyo

Witness: (signed) OHTA, Kinjiro "~ (seal)

OATH

e 1 gwear. to tell the

ence with my conscienc

In accord
snd adding nothing.

withholding'nothing

whole truth

YAZAKL, iapju (seal)
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