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Official Gazette Extra

Sunday, 28 August 1914

Printing Bureau

IMPERIAL EDICT

By the Grace of Heaven, we Emperor of Japan seated on the Throne
occupied by the same Dynasty from time immemorial, state to you our
faithful and courageous people. We hereby declare war against Germany.
Our Army and Navy shall devote themselves to the warfare with all their
strength and all our govermment officials shall perform their duties to
achieve the objective of this militant nation. You shall take every
possible means avalable under the provisions of International Law and
be sure not to make any infringement thereof.

We have deeply grieved over the dissgers caused by the present
Buropean Yar and it has been our earnest desire to observe neutrality
in order to maintain the peace of the Orient. Now, the actions of
Germany have finally compelled Great Britain, our ally, to commence
hostilities, and at KIAOCHOW Bay, her leased territory, she has been busily
preparing day and night for war while her war vessels have made frequent
appearances on the wters of East Asia. This placed pressure on the commerce
and trade of our Empire and its Allies, and the peace of the Far East
was greatly endangered. Therefore our Govern ment and the Goverrment of
His Majesty the King of England carried out heart to heart talks between
them and both Govermments agreed to take necessary measuree for protecting
all the interests contemplated in the Treaty of Alliance. So we desired to
take all possible peaceful steps for attaining this objective. We first
nad our Govermment sincerely advise the Govermment of the Femman Empire.
Our Government, however, received no reply of assent up to the apsointed
day.

It has not been long since we came to the Throne and are still in
mourning the death of our Mother, Despite our constant love for peace, we

were at last compelled to deé¢lare war, This, we deeply regret,




We rely upon the faithfulness and courage of you, our people, and

expect to restore peace promptly to enhance the glory of the Empire.

Premier and concurrently
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Imperial sign-manual and seal

23 August 1914

Couht OKUMA, Shigenobu

Viscount OURA, Kanetake

Baron KATC, Takaaki

OKA, Ichinosuke

YASHIRO, Rokuro

WAKATSUKI, Reijiro

Doctor of Laws, ITSUKI, Kitokuro
OZAKI1, Yukio

TAKETOMI, Tokitoshi
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Book: Diplometic History of Japan
Author: Kiyoshi Kiyosawa

Excerpt from page 358

On 15 August, Japan delivered an ultimatum to Germany. It was in the
form of an advice, and was drafted by CHOZO , chief of the Administrative
Affairs Bureau.

The Imperial Japanese Govermment believes it to be most urgent under
present conditions to eliminate all causes which may disturb peace in the
Far East, and to take measures to protect all interests expected by the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance in order to meintain lasting peace in the Far East
as aimed by the ssid pact, and here sincerely advises the Imperial German
Govermment to put into effect the following two clauses:

e B Immediate withdrawal of German ships and vessels from the
surrounding waters of both Japan and China. All vessels

and ships which cannot be withdrawn shall be disarmed
immediately.

(2). The Imperial German Govermment without compensation and
unconditionally shall deliver the entire settlement in
Kiau-Chau Harbor to the Imperial Japanese authorities

by not later than 15 September 1914 with the ob ject of
returning the same to China.

The Imperial Japmese Govermment here proclaims that if she doesn't
receive a reply from the Imperial German Goverrment by not later than noon
of 23 August 1914 to the effect that the latter consents unconditiionally,
to the above notice the Japanese Govermment will then take necessary actions.

Excerpt from page 360

At noon, 23 August when the designated terms expired, it became evident
that Germany's intention was to reject our ultimatum by not answering it. On
the same day the Declaration of War against Germany was proclaimed and our
military powers undertook to attack Teingtao imwediately, On 27 August,
Lieutenant General KAMIO, Commander of the 18th KURUME Division was appointed
the Commanding General of the Expeditionary Forces and on the same day the

Second Fleet under the command of Vice Admiral KATO (Baron Teikichi KATO)
declared a blockade of Kiasu Chau Bay.
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considering it highly imporsant . and necessary in the
present situation, tO take measures to remove all causes: Of
dlsturbance to the peacet of the Far Rast and to dafeguard the
general interests contemplated by the Agreement ol Alllance
between Japan and Great Britaln, in order to secure a firm and
enduring peace in kastern Asia, establishment of which 1Is the
aim of the sald Agreement, the Imperial Japanese Government
sincerely believe 1t thelr duty to give advice to the Imperial
German Government to carry out the following two propositions:~

at. To withdraw immedlately from:-the Japanese and Chlnese

waters German men-of-war and armed vessels of all kinds, and to

it =sarm at once those which cannot be so withdrawn.

ond. To deliver on a date not later than September 15th
1914, to the Imperial Japanese Authobltles, without condition
or compensation, the entire leased territory of Ktao=chou with
a view to eventual restoration of the same to China.

The Imperial Japanese Government &announce, at the same
time, that, in the event of thelr not receliving by noon August
23, 1914 the answer of the Imperlal German Government signifying
an unconditional acceptance of the above advlice offered by the
Imperial Japanese Yovernment, they will be compelled to take such

action as they may deem necessary to meet the situatlon.




