RESTRICTED,

pem AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ~ONFADENTIAL

e

»” Form ACA-]
> Sheet 1 of 5

(a) Unit Reporting V=9 | (b) Based on¥&F%
(LzT) 4300 K (Zone); Lat 26-09 B - Long. CA40-05 B

|. GENERAL

tU.5.8, LEXINGTON (CV16) () Report No._ L A

e —

(d) Take off: Date 49 February 1945 Time
Sweep of HAMA JIMA AND CHICHI JIMA = (f) Time of Return 180C K  (Zone)

(e) Mission _
OWN A|RCRAET 0FF|C|ALLY COVERED BIIHJ_SR_EPORT e e i

~NUMBER
T . ; BOMBS AND TORPEDOGES FUZE, SETTING

¥YPE SQUADRON 2 =
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11I. OTHER U. S ‘OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN TH_‘|SAJQPERAI|__QN - I e e e

e SQUADROI\ " NUMBER |  BASE TYPE SQUADRON NLMBER BASE
I B S S, ., . SO PR .
T R . | N . NP S T L | — I A R, DRI S R e e

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

" (a) T (b (c) (d) (e) (f) | (g)

e NO NO ENGAGING TIME | LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND

OBSERVED OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED | ENCOUNTFR “GUNS OBSERVED | "MARKING

_____ pon@® | 00 | 00| @ @ a@w, RN -
et : PR Ty L (ZONE) | o S o Y I I Sty W R
et B N (R . ‘Ef‘_\f_}l_l__ P (S TR IO R

(h) Apparent Enemy Aiccionfs) *

Did Any Part of

(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Cloicls? . " |f so, Describe Cloids o e
!YE.S OR NO] (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

Time of Day and Brilliance
(k) Visibility -

e
(MILES)

(j) of Sun or Moon — 2
(NIGHT, BRIGHT N"OON DAY OVERCAST ETC)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Oalyls .

&) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)

TYi’ E - el s TPy s LS ety .],._ e —e e - sl i e e -l — - : e e oater| VHE l N DAM‘A{:’E

ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C SQUADRON PILOT \)r{ CUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
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REPORT No.
Vi. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 11 only). S
(2) (b) (c) (d) (e)
; TYPEOWN A/C SQUADRON TYPECé\LgJI\SJE O—FEYSEEFQQEFTC;’NQL CCAUSE s:;{!?l EsE; |rﬁthaﬁﬁGLe%u(léinswfenirTﬁfr) (Glve BEélgther?aﬁ nLu?'nSt?erOos‘ ;Sgrg?geiwoyed}
| FoF=5 | VBP=9 | "AA" type u/d w/d Iost BuNo., 71023 )
“, FOF=5 VE-5 E_W TRudder : small nick, -
3 FOF=5 VEF-9 | 5" "AA"™ fragment Stbd horizontal stab. Hole ,,™x 27,
4
5 N
6
F §
8
9
10 - _,
11 )
12
13 N
14 - . -
VIl. PERSONNEL ‘CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; idenfify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) e
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITIOriI )OR STATUS
1l | ViF=9 Ensign Walter J.GCHMISSEUR| "AA" ever FUTAMI KO, missing
(Al), USHR, 390998 CHICHI JIMA
VIiIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUN|T|0N DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (¢) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM 5*' wockebd RETURNING
P6F=5 | 130 | 140 | 3 400 276 14,000 32 11
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE " MEAGER - MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75Smm and over <
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm X
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm . > 4
CF narrative
. X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes No opportunity.
TURNS
DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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RESTRICTED

e AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONPIBFNTI
) A DANAA . SO

> Sheet 3 of 5
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .
Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMYﬁw %@MWE% Bj‘ﬂ" Aircraft Listed in !l On
3 ?

(a) Target(s) and Locafion(g)__"}_é_ﬁ_#_@_witﬂ HISHI JIMA ~  (b) Time Over Target

SughieBaReY & Pucl1iEie), "MIGASHI MINAT 0, HAHA J1A

(e)- Elouds Over Target o s 5{:0?5'%?&“;}:1&“%;@ AND?%}?S.OE gt
uwnlimited

clear ’ e ek WisibHity . = -

.(d) Visibility of Target___ e (I RN ol W
(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETL:)

(f) Bewmmmwee Tactics: lype .*Strafin&&{yi :Ug’gﬁ,%g?__g_ml?lm%b Sight Used = — ———

REPORT No._. _,8_ R OWP
ly) .

AN lévbgl-l'ZBO K Zone)

|

0

Bombs Dropped per Run = SPAEING e S Altitude of Bomb Release iy R
(NUMBER) (FEET) { EEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyea_ = _Probably Destroyed____ %2 . Damaged.... . 2
S . S — Tt || PN Sy T M S "
:h) o DIMENSIONS OR  Hl 12 el Lot 8 BOMBS AND AMMUNITION | NO HITS On DAMAGE  (Nc
AIMING POINT | TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED  EFACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious destroy nk

1 Wavel Instale | 12 FéF=5's | 32 $" rocke all in
CHICHT JIMA | 1500'x 700! =9 | 5000 X ,50 cal., | area  Serious damage

3 emplaee 2 gilenced,

1'{3! = — B S R

2
wAA" Posits

S

3 oA " | R | o
CAR BAKE 3 - 5% | Serious damage
S0 A BAXER 12000 tons | V-9 A = @0 . _f_’ _______ e R R L
3 o . 3 - L . e ' * 173
' Harber Facil, 1“1“ EGAHEDHI — "’vg:‘; & | /000 X .50 cal. 50% | Fire & Explosions

el |
|
T —— s = M e i P | e T ISP e St W S et e e 7 —— = T = SR JET
—————————————— e ———— i 1. e i e —t e e —————— — e et i R e —— b - e — —_— e S
1
e — e S __,_‘i, ER e e ——————— e PR i S s B e " e ———— = e ——————————————
|
(O) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest draw diagram, top or side view or both as appropriate showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary/.

of OMURA, CHICHI JIMA left buming

1. Naval installations NW side of FUTAMI KO, Just west
axpended in area and visible smoke

and assessed as badly damaged due te amount of ordnance

rising after atteck, Hit by entire 12 plane flight.
2 1t.Comdr, Fo.l. LAWLOR, lieut. R.P. SOUZA, lieut, E.B. McCLURE strafed gun posits NISHI

JIMA (4 mile NE CHICHI JIMA) sileneing 2 of 3 batleries.
3. Sugar Baker at HIGASHI KO, HAHA JINA left burning by strafing of LAVIOR, S0UZA, McCLURE,
and Ens. PROUTY, SPEIGHT, and HAVE., Its two 20 M silenced on leaving,

L, Fires and exploslons noted in harbor facilities on retirement,

Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken Should Be Attached By Staple.

(p) Were Photographs aken? No.
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REPORT No

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
“Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness
Distance of Opening Fire
Defense T1actics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Detensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
& " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
3 ", Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

Special gweep number 2

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-QOut
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COCMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

composed of 12 VF from U,5.5. LEXINGTON tock off
at 1500 K, ten (10) planes having R/P's and all having normal .50 cal
SIMANeNnt,

Approach was made to CHICHI JIMA on a heading of 045° and arrivel was
effected over the Carget at 17,000', A high specd run was started
altering course, spiraling down to 10,000' and then emtering a 60° angle
dive, Fire was opened while in the dive with R/"'s being released from
1200/1000 yds slant rangs preceeded and followed by .50 cal strafing,
The flight flated sbout 2000, course 330°, speed 410 knots,

Rockets and 50 cal fire were poured in the eighteen buildings in the
Naval Installation area on the N.%W, shore of FUTAMI KO just west of (OMURA.
Smoke and flying debris was observed, Some small craft chiefly luggers
were observed in Uhe harbor but passed up for more suitable rocket tarpgets,

As the flight retired the target area their altitude ranged from the deck
to 500's The first divison did not notice any "ALA" but the second and
third divisons reportcd tracer fire and also black puffs at 500' indicated
that heavies were being employed, The speed of the flight precluded the
pinepointing of pgun posits,

insign W.d.SCIMISSEUR was flying wing on 1b.7dr, LAWIOR, first divison
leader, Reports dirffer but it now appears that he was hit by "/ A" over
the target, !e was seen to pull up and over the peninsula to the northeast
on retirement and atiain an altitude of 1500' at which point his plane was
observed to be a fire along the center line, his positiom at that time
being about five hundred yards north of WISHI JIMA, Here the plane did a
radical split-3 into the water, SCHUISSREUR was seen to bail-out and his
chute opened, LAVLID! with others circled the spot using prescribed A/S/R
technique over AAT75 Fcs, IL A H.GREGORY was despatched for ald, L 7I0R
saw SCHMISS'UR In a slick sea with *Mae Vest'! and dye marker. LAVIOR
dropped hls own semi-inflated seat type raft near him but he did not go te
it. Meantime "AL" posits on nearby NISHI JIMA were firing on our circling
planes, LAWLOR, MeCLUAP, and SCUZA silenced two 20 WM guns there by
strafing bul werc unable to iknock out what probably was a 75 ¥ or a 5"
battery, After circling for 90 minutes sight was lost of the survivor
and departure taken, It 1s speculsted that small amms fire fram the shore
may have accounted for the downsd nilet,

- LAWLOR's plane wos nicked in the rudder by 20 181 WaA" during his run on the

initial target and SOUZA's plane was hit in the starboard horizomtal

stabillzer while circlidg SCHMISSLUR, the latter damaged by a fragment

from the 5% posit on NISHI JIMA,

AL this time four of the planes returned to base and the remaining six
lead by LAYLIOS hit NIGASHI MINATO on retwrn, Approach on these targets
was made at 8000' from SW to NE, A 60° angle dive was employed fire

veling opened at slant range at 1000 yards concentrating on sugar Bakep

in the inter harbor hitting it hard and damaging it extensively with smoke
and debris observed., The flight lurned its attention to the wharfing
facilities pouring 50 cal into bulldings and docks, Retirement was made
out over the sea on the deck with "AL" from OKIMURI on the west side of the

island becom@ing evident,

eburn to the ship was completed without incident and the l:ast of the
flight landed on board at 18CCX.
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XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
; iditional sheets if necessary) .
ARMAMENT F: US(-) adda C 18,
Guns, Gunsights |

Hﬁfii X All material perfomed satisfactorily.
Bombs, Torpedoes |
omb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Raai:e, Radar
Homing Devices
\/zt:wi ’5 ignals
Codes, *’f}he*'c

RECOGNITION
\FF
Signals
Battle Lignhts
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
P: 81 .,..-1-,"3
Leak. Proofing | |

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT |
Parachutes ,
irefc‘ Qﬁff.';r {__}’F— Pan; 1

FI A INat LS |
] |
Safety: Belts

Emergency Kits |
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
[ﬁ'f'if”“ <

arﬁ #- |

A'm omartic C"::E‘ :

Flﬂr}.ﬂi?u E

.
2Ry ) ohi1
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS |
Flight |

|
Power 'Plant |

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND |
DECEPTION DEVICES |

STRUCTURE
Airframe
(‘ﬁ tro :'---"Fﬁ;{ff,
Control System
E‘!,E—"'- F:H]:‘V

. -~

*ma*|“":j;yx*€ﬁ1 |
+ \:J ‘;(_I:._,_ ' Aalirmrm

A ¥ a. A L) 't_'i;! .I‘i-'!l'._q?:

POWER PLANT
Engines
r_“r '_] ne A C o« Ej’.":'j_i':,“_.' -

' -~ |
1 1 - 1 B 1\ ¥
ubricating System |

L i
v i ict 'y r v O
- 1 Lampers

P 4

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

e e— e

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliar .

1 [}
Lights
anrts

FUEL SYSTEM |

j PIETEY
\ ' ¥
W l lf:

FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES
Plane Servicing Equipment
el |'_ acilities

REPORT f-r?EPAREﬁ BY - | APPROVED BY:

. T S oy w 1945
J.F, MURPHY, Lieut., USNR, —AGL —  _ Frenk L, LAWIOR, 1&.Comdr, Condr,,USHA, CO 19 February 1945,
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