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than four fours.
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The following pastime is one of the best amusements for us students. It consists

in making the numbers from one to one hundred by employing in every case four times
the figure four. Any arithmetical or algebraic signs may be used, but never less or more

Thus ;~=—
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(L)X car, __ (3 +.E damse. =83, AXEL s, — L=,
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41 41 4 EAVI . A rd=

2= 41 Xa4 G =97, A.L Ja=98, XA (A =09, T XJ.4=100.

Note.~—This problem was recorded in 2 certain mathemaiical Emm».ﬂmum in which the solution was wanted by
using arithmetical and &mmvwma signs we consist the numbers from one to one hundred as the sbove. Corrections
by any one will be kindly 88_3& :

The maximum number made by four foursis , 4 ¢ or more complicatedly
4 I : .

it may be as far as m ?CET@& —if it be allewed to be used—of which the number

of places is 19081. Owing to the scarcity of mathematical brain, we are unable to consist
the numbers cowpletely, so earnestly by wosm for fully answers from any reader.
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A Story: The Old Fisherman and the
Golden Jar |
By P. C. Yao wAE

Junior Year, Nanyang Railway and Mining College

Once upon a time there was an old fisherman named
Chang, who was the ouly person left in his family, He wasa .
native of Wuchang, but lived on a boat and caught fish for his
living. One night; under the bright moon while he was with
his net fishing, he felt something in it heavier than an ordin-
ary fish. His attention was soon aroused for an unusually big
fish and drew up the net with all his might. Without taking
a breath he opened it and found nothing inside but a big
jar. ““It is a golden jar,” cried the fisherman rubbing off
the mud thereupon with his net at the same time. I should
become a rich man and end my humble calling if this jar can
turn out really gold. It is mightily a large fish, jsn’t it?"
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‘Thus he thought himself almost in a delirium. Then
he looked at the jar again and found a red seal upon the
cork, but could notr understand the reason for it. He
now wished to know something inside the. jar so he pulled off
. the sealed cork and pesped with one of his eyes the inside of it.
But no sobne_r he tock off the cork, than a cloud came out
" of. its mouth. The cloud began to gather in a few seconds
until it was as thick as cotton. Then all in a sudden it burst
into a giant. ' _

The old man was so frightened that he threw off
the jar and all. e fell down at his length in his boat. Wlen
he woke up he looked at the gxant. ghost. With piercing eyes
and chattering teeth, the phantom laughed and said, ““I am a
devil of about five thousand years old. Two thousand years
ago I killed a man by chance. As & punishment, I was
repressed and shut up in this jar by a priest by means of a
charmed cork, which bears his red seal. I found very dark
inside the jar, but could do nothing under the influence of the
cbarm, in spite of my limitless power otherwise. At first I
thought that, if a man should release me I would reward him
with fields of diamond and mines of gold; but none came to
fulfill my expectation for about two thousand years. Now
how unfortunate you are to come to release me just by the time
- when I have made the vow through my impatience to kill the
mun who should happen to release me from the jar. For what
should I do but to keep faith to my vow? You may know
the cousequence by yourself.” v

** So unkind you-are ecried the fisherman, .“ As 1 have
spared your life, you intend to deprive me from it.” o
- “My vow is my all in all,”” replied the ghost g ‘as 1
should live by it, so to it you must die.” '
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The fisherman knowing that nothing was to be prayed
- from the devil, soon allowed his own presence of mind to come
into prominence. - *‘ I am willing to die now, . cried he. With
this he picked upthe jar and the cork. *‘ How could the
priest shut you in such a small bottle like this. Why, it can’t
hold one of my hands.” The fisherman allowed these words to
be heard by the devil although pretending to talk to himself,
The phantom then said that the laws of physics do not govern
the spirit world. Not only he himself could go into the jar,
but he could also put into it any man or thing much larger than '
| ite size. |

The fisherman pretended not to believe this and the giant
ghost jumped in with a patch of cloud to prove, and called the
old man to have faith on him inside the jar. The fisherman’
stopped the mouth with the sealed cock as quickly as possible
and then said to the devil with a laugh, *“ We are now both
safe. When I feel old enough to be killed by you, I shall release
you. 8o good-by!” With this and without waiting for any
. answer from the phantom, he threw the jar into the bottom
of the river where if lays in safefy.

Tien Ping Shan

By Loh Tsen Chuan

- Nearly six miles southeast of Soochow, there stands
arange of hills called Tien Ping Shan (XK 45 lj). This
is but another name for Fan Shan (5 il§) so called after the.
great sage Fan Chung-yen (i {4 #£), as the graves there contain
the remains of his ancestors. Fan Shan ascends gradually till
it loses itself in a range of summits full of pine trees and

rd
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covered with flescy clouds. It includes an open space of about
two or three miles in length, half & mile or more in breath ‘and
several hundred feet in height. ‘

Tien Ping Shan is regarded as one of the most picturesque
places on the outside of Soochow. The peovple generally make
their visits either by riding on donkeys and horses or by sailing
in small house-boats during the time in early spring when the
peach trees blossom in profusion.

Along both sides of the way leading up to the hill, there
are two parallel rows of pleasant willows, which, interminglingly
planted with peach and apricot trees shield off the rays of the
san. At the foot of this hill small dwellings are scattered here -
and there. Travelers see nothing but rocks and flourishing
trees which shut out all views of the surrounding hill. The
water from the high regions rushes down in such rapidity that
not only have the rocks been eroded but gorges have also been
formed. The sound of the flowing water and the rustling of
the pine trees often helping and interrupting the one by the .
other strike our ear like pleasant music.

Near the central part of the hill, we reach a large building.
This is Fan Chung-yen’s temple in which his own and his
ancestors’ shrines are placed as a mark of appreciation of what
he had performed for the people. Stone tablets engraved with
their deeds stand on both sides. His ancestors’ graves are at
the back of the temple. ' '

Close beside it there is a pavilion named Pé Yii Tsuan (§k
& i) because the spring which adds much fame to Fan Shan
stands here. The monks entertain visitors with tea and food
mostly in this pavilion. It is very strange to say that the wall
‘painted by the famous painter is still preserved, although
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hundreds of yeafs have been eiapsed since then. Many rocks
projecting out from the wall bear poems generally carved upon
by visitors in appreciation of the beautiful scenery. In frontof -
the pavilion, some huge rocks stand perpendicularly to the
height of several scores of feet, and the water pours down
between them. It is the spring.

By the side of the pavilion, a narrow path between two
abrupt cliffs leads to a higher region called Chung Peé Yiin (v
{1 &) where stands another temple. From this part to Shang
Pé Yiin ( |, 3 52), the top of the hill, there isa path not far as
 to its distance, but so difficult for walking on account of its
roughness. Therefore most of the visitors take Chun g Pé Yiin
as their final point. Here situates another small temple, But
from this point the visitors can get the most picturesque sights -
in the vicinity of the Soochow city. '

l’].@.ﬂ:’nﬁ,ﬂ‘l#”ﬂ&ﬂ“ﬁﬂﬁﬂiﬁ

et e S A0 R e
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The Doves

On the first day of the first moon, the people of Han Dan
offered doves to Chien Tzu, the king of Chien. . He was very
much pleased with them, and heavily rewarded them.
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One of the guests asked Chien Tzu of the reason. He
replied, *‘‘ By setting the doves free on the first day of the first
moon it shows my kindness even to the lower beings.’’

The guest then said, *‘ People knowing this will catch
_ doves more diligently and thus many will die before having

any chance to get free. If you like the doves to be free, it is
~ better for you to prohibit your people to catch. To set the
“doves free after they are caught does not recompense the evil

- already done.” Chien Tzu agreed with this proposal.—From
- ** Lieh Tzu.”

R STREENE PR R ENF L EER D

B %

MENNEER R REEA MABESN L ENS
BT T B0 N K 76 0 B LB R A O HE 2 O HLE
WAL LR Y EE TR ETRT.LSEEH
BRERLR) RGPS R R WS RE LR,
MAEALERKERADFREPAL TR ARE
REEFES I BELEOERRATRELFE

EEABEEOI R A RABRER

A Large Serpent

In the village of Hutien, thers lived in a 1amily two
brothers whose name was Hu. One day they came into a deep
valley cutting wood. They met a large serpent, and as the
elder was walking in the front, hq'was soon caught by it. The
younger at first was so frightened that he had started to run for .
bis life. But seeing his brother was being swallowed by the
- serpent he became indignant and struck the serpent on the head
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with the axe. Though the serpent was wounded on the head, it
did not prevent him from swallowing his brother, for at that
time even the man’s head had gone down into his throat. Only
the shoulders of the man had made the serpent unable to swallow
him up faster. ‘

" The younger was at a loss to find any pl