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News Received In Singapore

ON THE

Accession of King Mongkut in 1851.

To the Editor of the Singapore Free Press.

Bangkok, Siam, 29th March 1851,

Having different duties to perform than those prof-
fessedly engaged in matters of state, I have ever refrained
from troubling the news-papers with my speculations ﬂﬁ
the state of affairs in Siam. It is generally difficult, even

at the capital, to know the whole aspeet and bearing of
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public transactious, and especially of private councils.
I venture however, for once, for the information of those
who feel an interest in the subjeet, to communicate the
following statement.

March 24, llis Royal Highness, T. Y. Chaufa Mongkut
requested me to call upon him. I did so. In the interview
he stated his anxiety that foreigners should be correctly
informed in regard to the present posture of affairs.
His Majesty, who has governed the country since 1826,
is seriously ill—not expected to survive many days. He was
born in March 1788—is consequently 63 years of age.
Conscious that he could not long survive, he was anxious to
have one of his twelve sons appointed his successor. The
most distinguished officers of the government opposed any
such nomination. As his Majesty has never clevated any
of his numerous wives to the rank of Queen—his sons do
not possess the rank entitling them to the throne—and,
besides, there were two personages—the sons of the former
King by his Queen, still living and eligible to the station.
These were His_ Royal Highness 1. Y. Chaufa Mongkut, and
Tun Kramém Kroma Khun Isaret. The nobles in general
council elected the former to be the successor of his present
Majesty. He has acceded to this election, on the ground
that otherwise there would be commotions and blood-shed.
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It is feared also, that the Laos, Kumbujans and other
tributaries, would take advantage of such commotions and
disturbances to assert their independence, and thus generate
inereasing troubles. His Royal Highness stated that his
purpose was to unite his younger brother T. Momfa Kroma
Khun Isaret with him as Sub-King. The former was born

in 1804, the latter in 1808. On the demise of their Royal
father in 1825-6, they had not attained that maturity of
character and influence which had been secured by their

elder brother, and they therefore quietly acquiesced in his
elevation to the throne. It is understood that Hig Majesty,
on learning the decision of the Council of nobles, notwith-
standing his previous preference for one of his own children,
has signified his assent to their deeision, so that no serious
disturbanceg are apprehended. His Roval Highness
intimated distinetly, (a thing I was well satisfied of before)
that the course of treatment towards the HEmbagsies of last
year was wholly owing to the perversity of one man; and
that should they be renewed, they would be received with
kindness, and doubtless succeed in the ﬁccomplishment of
their most important wishes:

April 3. His Majesty the late King, we learn, expired
this morning at about 4 o’clock, and early in the forenoon

3
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his suceessor T. Y. Chaufa Mongkut was escorted (o the
palace with siate ceremony. 'T'he process of shaving heads,
the immemorial eustom on the demise of a monareh in Siam,
has alrcady cemmenced, and heralds, it is said, have
already been dispatched {o announce the change in all the

remote provinces.

Rumour intimates that numerous and liberal modi-
fications of the old regimen are to take place; they are to
be hoped for; they are needed; but how far they will be
effected is yet uncertain. Custum. has iron sway, but some '
links of its chain have been broken. If law and sound
policy shall take its place, peace and prosperity may be

. hoped as the result.

Nearly all that is publiﬂheci in your Journal is
translated and understood bere, and the erude statements of |
anonymous writers often do muech mischief. I know there
are ecircumstances in which a correspondent might well
hesitate about giving his name {o the public, but many

would be more scrupulous in their statements and more

4
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oxact in their investigations if they were ealled upon to
put their signatures to them. TLet rumours be stated
as rumours, and facts as facts, and then certified by

the writers’ real name—and the public will better know

what reliance is to be placed on the communications they

readl.

April 12th. numerous and protracied consultations
are held at the palace in regard to changes which are {o
take place under the new government. Among thoge
rumoured, are the formation of a navy, with some steam
vessels, the training of a regular body of soldiers—
reduction of duties on various articles, the exporfation of
rice when it is beneath a certain fixed price ete. Notwith-
standing the title Sub-King, I am informed that the “Royal
Elder Brother’’ designs that the Royal Authority shall be
shared conjointly and equally. The Coronation services
are deferred to the commencement of the sixth month—but
an invitation has already been given to the foreign residents
to attend the ceremonies connected with it—and yon may
probably therefore, at some future day, receive an account
of them. Several officers of considerable distinetion who
have been under arrest for several years have been resfored

to their former or equivalent stations.
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It is reported that the abolition of gambling is under

discussion, and very carnestly advocated by His Execellency
the Phra Klang. Changes {or the better or the worse will

no doubt take place somewhat extensively.

Yours Truly

John Taylor Jones.
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Newspaper Cuiting.

By the Siamese brig 4driel, which arrived heie on the
30th ult., accounts have been received of the death of the
King of Siam, in the 63rd year ol his age, reports of which
event reached this sometime ago. The late King was an
illegitimate child of the previous monarch, but being much
older than the two legitimate sons, and having lLad much
experience 1n state affairs, he was able {o bring about his
elevation to the throne in 1824 on the death of his father.
The eldest of the two Princes mentioned above, Prince 7.

Y. Chaufa Mongkut, has now been raised to the throne. On
the death of his father this prince entered the priesthood,
and has since devoted himself to the cultivation of religion
and literature, in both of which he has distinguished himself.
His knowledge of the Pali or sacred language is profound,

and he has studied various forcign languages with success,
amongst others Latin and English, the last of whieh he
speaks and writes with faeility.
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The younger brother of the King, Prince T. Momfanoi,
has been raised to the office of Wang Na or Sub-King.
This prince is also a person of much enlightenment, and is
well acquainted with our language. He is thus desecribed
by Mr. Roberts in the account of his Embassy to Siam in
1833—" joincd to a playful disposition, he possesses con-
siderable abilities; he is a friend to the mechanic arts, and
to the sciences; and very friendly disposed, as well as his
elder brother, tewards foreigners.’’

‘The advent of these prineces to power in Siam has long
been looked forward to in Europe, as promising the com-
mencement of a new and brighter era for their country. They
have long been qualifying themselves for their present high
positions, by study and communication with such intelligent
HEuropeans and Americans as have resorted to their country.

The King’s views in relation to commercial intercourse with
foreign nations are liberal and enlightened and we may
therefore expect them to be given practical effect to in such
a manner, that while foreign commerce will be fostered and
greatly extended, the indusiry and resources of the country
will receive the development of which they are capable to a
very great extent, but which has been wholly checked of
late years. To the recent visit of Sir James Brooke, and
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the intercourse whieh lie held with the present king and his
ministers, we may also in some measurc ascribe the early
resolution which has been taken fo introduce important
changes in the infernal management of the country, as well
as in regard to the intercourse with foreign nations, many
of the reforms said to be coniemplated having been
embraced in the papers which he submitted to the Siamese
Government. The new monarch is a man of liberal senti-
ments, and far in advanee of the generality of his country-
men, but perhaps he might not have at once arrived at such
decided and clear views of what is required for the
advancement of the best interests of his kingdom, without
the recent communication held with the British Envoy.
That the views of Sir James Brooke in regard to Siamese
affairs were appreciated and acquiesced in by the present
King and his Ministers is best tesliied by the very general
wish which is stated to prevail al the Siamesec Court that
Sir James should renew his visit to Bangkok at as carly a
period as possible.

All the advices from Siam by this opportunity are
unanimous in deseribing the promising aspect of affairs,
In one letter we read “we think the present sovereign will
make great improvements in the country, will be very

9.
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liberal to foreigners and their trade, will promote agricul-
ture and make great reforms in the government. All people
in Siam are quite pleased with him and his liberal

government.’’

His Majesty has given permigsion fo the Irench
Missionaries, who were obliged to leave Siamm some ftime
ago, to return, so that toleration in matters of religion
would also seem to be one of his virtues. This is the more
gratifying, as from the high ecclesiastical rank his Majesty
previously held, it might have been expected that he would
view the professors and missionaries of other religions with

dislike or at least suspicion.

The Coronation of the King took place on the 15th
May last, and was celebrated with great magnificence. The
usual processions took place and the King distributed gold
and silver coins which had been struck for the occasion.
The Europeans were invited to witness the ceremony and
met with a gracious reception. A dinner wag provided for
them in the Iuropean style and presenls were afterwards
distributed amongst them, counsisting of gold and silver
flowers, and gold and silver coins of the new issue.
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Two vessels were to leave soon for Singapore, by
which we may hope to have further news from Siam. Two
vessels were also fitting out for China, to convey the
intelligence of Ilis Majesty’s accession {o the throne of
Siam,
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