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-3 Agreement Wrorsby United Statzs Hecomes Prchector of Greenland

AGEETNENT RELAMING TO f
- THE LASRENSE OF l
'4

CRLEZNSAND
WNoroag:

| . l--After thé inv¢usion and occuration of Danmark on April 9,

‘ 1900, Ly foreigsn ail.rary U'srces, the Unitod Grasnliand Councila

y 4t Taelr meeting 2t Gounavs on Mary 5, 1940, adosted in the nsme

| of tht people %1 Gracenisnd =« rasoiatica reitarsning their oath of

E allegiance to King Cirdatrian ¥ of fenmark and sXpreasing the hope ‘4

| that, for as long o3 Creenland rowmsinsg cuc ¢ff I'rom the motherp |
country, the Govermmant of the nitsd Stages of Ameriea will |

L contlnue to hsld ia mirnd Lre expezed pzsiticn of +hiz Danish flag |

in Greenland of ths nativa Uroen.and and Danish pecpulatiocn and

of estadblished pubiic order: and
F | e==Tha goverarents of 31l of the American rapublics have agreel f
'} that the status of rogionz in tho Wasiarn fdaisphers belonging to ’
1 Europcan powers i3 3 zukjizet of dasp c¢oncern to the American A
. nstlone, ind that the co

) changes resuliing from them a2y create tho grave asnger that

vrze ol miiivary events in Europe and the 'Qif

European territorizi ressacricn: in Anerias may be zonverted |
into strategle certars of apprzssion ageinst nations of the [

American cortineai: und

AeeDaferor of ireanland azainst atteck by a non-Amerdican § ¢
power 18 eFsenvinl _%0_Cna presarvevion ol tae peace and securlity < B
Of the Imerican con%i 2 18 a suoject of vitel concarn to ) |
tha Unlted States of America and also to the Kingdom of Denmark;
and ' N

li--Although the soveraignty of Denmark over Grasnland 1is \1 A
fully rocognized, wiae preseab civeumsbances for the time being || -
pra3vait the gorarnmaat ia JOsiaaxark from sxerciging its powers In / \
rgspect of Graonland Tasrelors, - 3
A
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The undersigrned, to wit: Ccrdell Hull, Secretary of State of
the United States of Amerlca,6 acting on b2 h_lf of the Goveriment
of the United Statas of Amerdi. i, :nd honrik de Kauffmann, Invoy
Extraordinary and iinistac Flenipcieuntiary of His Majesty the’
King of Demmark at Washingoon, a*tinp or. bghalf of His Majesty
the King of Denmark in his capacity as soverelgn of Greenland,
whosa authorities in Gresnlard have concurred heraslin, have qgread

as follows:

Article 1

The Government of the Urnited Gtad
recognition of and respect f< "; overaipnty of the Kingdom of
Denmarik ovar Greenland. Rocogn..inz that as a result of the
nra2sent Zuropean war ther:z iu a {dnanger that Gresanland may be con-
verted into 2 noint of ararcssion acainet nations of the \morican
continent, the Government ol the Unitod Sfiﬁhs ol 1moerica, having
in mind its obligations undar tha iAct of "Habana signad on July 30,
19,0, nceapts tha responsibillity of assisting Grosnland in the

mﬁint nance of 1ts prosent status. B o -

a2gs of America reiterates its

u.,; w (T
hj#

\rticle 1II

It is agreed that the Governnment of the United Statss of
\merica shall have the right to canzftruct; maintain and oporate
such landing fislds, seaplanu ficilitios ﬂnd radio and meteoro-
logical installations as may be rneceessary for the accomplizhmant
of the purpos.3 83t forth in Article I.

Artiecle 1Ll

Thz grants of th3 rights spzcified in irtlicle II shall also
includs the right to improve 1nd despen harbors and anchexragss
and tha approacies ther:to, to install alds to navigation by air
and By water, and to comstruct roads, communlcaticn services,
fortificatione, repair nd storage flullitlau, and houging for

nersonnel, and gensrally, tho rirht to do any ind all tkhings
nacessary to insure the efficiznt operation, miintonones and
nrotectlion of such dafcense Facilitiss 28 may be established.

prticle IV

Thz landing f1L
tios that may ta ¢
Unitzd ata tss of

ararica under rticles IT and III will be made
availatle Ta tha 31y
3¢

rplines and vosscls ofﬂqll the \merican nations
for ﬁurp35¢a sormacted with tho common defens: of THeWostorir=—_
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Article V

It 1s agrezd that the Govormmont of the Unitod States of
\merica shall have the right to_Jloasa. for asuch period of time nas
this agreement may L in force such aroas of land and water as
may be necessary for the conetruction, upzraticn arnd protaction
of the defense facilitics specificd in irticles II and III.

In locating the sforesaid dsfensa areas, the fulloet cons?
deration consistont with military necessgity shall be given to

the welfare, health and econcmic needs of the native populiatio:.
of Grocnland.

It is agread, howaver, that sincs the paramnount ob jective
sought is tho esvly attainmont of an 1dequats dofense ectablisk-
mant in Gro2nland, tho utilization of Iy arca dosmed by the
Govirnment of the Tnited Statas of imerica to b2 neadad for thi-
purposc shall not be delayud pending the roiching of an aproem.-
upon the prucisas torms of a formal lcasc:

A desceription of such arcas, by Llnteg angd pon a9 stat
nment of thoe purpose For™ ¥Hich they ars nedad shall 4 2ach cags
be tommunicatsd toths Danish authorItIze In Oroonland as soon =
practicable, and tha nogotintion of 1 fermal lease shall »e under
taken within a rcasonabile poricol of time thereafter.

\rticle VI

The Kingdom of Danmark retaiins sovoerslgnty over the defans:
arcas mentloned in tho precoding articles.

5o long as this agraemen® shall romain in force, thz Govor.
ment of ths United States of imerica shall bave gxclusives
Jurisdiction over such dafznea. arca in Graonland and over nilita.
and civilian parsonnzl of the Unitad States, and their famllios,
48 wall as gver 211 other persons withir such araas axcept Danics’.
citizens and native Grasnlanders, it bLusing understood, however,
that the Government of tho Unitad otates may turn ovar to tho
Danish authoritics in Grzonland for ‘rial and punishment any per-

son committing an offonse within a d:fensa arz21, 1if the Governm::

of ths United States shall decide not ta sXarclec jurisdiction 11
such casa.

The Danish authoritics in Gresnland will talzs adequate mea~
surcs to insur2 the prosccution ard punishment in cass of convictd
of all Danish citizens, nativ: Gre:enlandors and othor parsons who

may be turncd ovir to thom by tho authoritizs of tha Unitad Stat -
Tor offenscs cormittad within the said dafcnsc araas.
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Anticle VII

.

It 1s agrceced that the Govrar:ont of the United Statos of
\morica shall have the.right to ostablish.and maintain postal

o facdlitiss and cammissary stors. to bz used solaly by miIiEaiy and

clvilian parsonngl of tha Unitced Statos, and their families, main-
tained in Greenland in cormméction with tho Greenland cstablishe-
ment. If requasted by the Danish authoritiocs in Greenland,
arrangemeznts will be made to enable persons other than those mon-

tioned to purchase necessary supplies at such commissary storas
a8 may be cstablishad.

Article VIII

111 matorials, supplies and squipment for tho construction,
use¢ and operation of the defense cstablishment and for tho per-
sonal nocads of military and civilian parsonnsl of the Unitued
Gtates, and their families. shill be permittcd entry into Groanland
freo of custems dutics, excisc taxes or other charges, and the said
personnel, and thsir familics, shall also be exampt from all forms

of taxatlion, assessments or othor lzviss by thz Danish authoritiocs
in Grecnland. |

Article IX

Thes Govornment of the Unitod States of \merica will raspact
21l lagitimate intorests in Groonland as woll as all thao laws,
rogulations and customs pertaining to the nativo population and
tho intornal administration of Grecnland. In oxerclsing the rights
dorived from this agrecmont tho Government of the Unitod States

will give sympathetic considoration to all reprasentations made by
the Danish authoritics in Gresnlend with respaoct to the welfars
of the inhabitants of Gresenland.

Articls X

This agrecment shall remain in foreco until it is agread that
the present dangors to the peace and sacurity of the \merican Con-
tinont have passed. A1t that time the madification or termination
of the agresment will ba the subject of consultation batweecn the

Governmant of ths United Statues of Amz2rica and thoe Govornmont of
Danmark.

\ftir duc consultation has takon place, cach party shall
have tha right to give the other party noticz of its intontion
to terminatz tho agreemont, and it is horeby agrazd, that at the
dxpiration of twelve months after such nctice shall hava bazn re-

celved by c¢ith.r party from the other this agreemont shall coase
to ho In force.
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Signed at Wwashington in duplicats, in the English and Danish
languagos, both tex6s having equal fores, this 9th day of April,
nineteen hundrzd and forty-ono. :

CORDELL HULL, i
Sgcrotary of State of tho Unitcd Statass of America. -

X HENRIK DE KAUFFILIANDN,
§ &nvoy Lxtraordinary and Iinistor Pleonipotentiary of His Iiajosty
i the King of Donmark at Washington.
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%"‘ ' Lotters Exchanged
Hull to Danish Minister

'_g Secrotary Hull's lettar to iinister de Kauffmann read:

\ppil 7. A9kl
Sir:

I have the honor to refer to the iaf-rmal conversations whic)
) you have had with officers of thrs Depar mernt of State during
| . vhich the concern of the Govarnment off the tnited States was ex-
' pressed ovar tne effact of recent military developmante, parti-
cularly affecting Girreenland, wpon the iaintenancz of ths pesce
- and securlity of the Unit:d Statss and the rest of the American
Continent.

-

You aras alsgo aware of tha irtorsst of tha Govarnmont of tho
United States in malntaining uninmpaired the safety of Greaenland
and the soverclgnty of Denmark over that island

by moveornmant has continuously hnd in mind tks desira ex-
prassad by tha Unitad Groeeuland councils at thoir mesting at
Godhavn on lisy 3, 19,0, that the Government of the Unitzd Statas
of Amorica would contixus to hold ia mind tha 2Xpous:d position of
1L -the Dianish flag in Greenland and of <li12 native Urearland and
| Denish population of the island.

! My goverrmant has t:aksn note 5° tha unusval sltuation in
vhich Graenlarnd rnow finds itself. The Kingaom of Denmark is at

presant undar occupniion by 1 foreign aramy. Troe Goverrrar. of

the United States has condemnad that invision 18 12 violation of

Danish soveralgn ripghts, and had repoat:dly exprossaed its friendly

concoern and 1lte most earnzst hove for ths compicte and spo2dy

liberation of Darnmark.

Although the Government of tho Uritsd States fully recognizes
the sovereignty of the Lingdom of Denmark ovan Grasnland, it is

unhappily clear that the Govoernment ir Dormark 1s not in a posi-

tion to exerciss sovereign powsr ovar Gracnliand so long as the
v prosent military occupation continuzs.

Grecniand is within thz area critrazed by the Monroes Doctrin
" and 7 the ict of Havana, with which Jyou are familiar, and its
deferse against attick by a norn-imerieay pewer is plainly essen-

b tial to the presservation of the peace and s2curity of the America:

ey
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Continent, and >f the traditionnl policies of this Government
raespecting thz Wastern Hamisphere.

My govarnment has conseguently proposad m2asures for the
adequate defense of Greenland conaistent with the obligations of
the Unitsd States under the \ct of Havana signed on July 30, 1940,
In doing so it is anlmatad by sentiments of the complatest friend-

1inass for Denmark, and belisves that by taking th2se steps 1t is
safeguarding the eventual recstablishment of the normal relation-

ship batween CGreenland and the Kingdom of Denmark.

I have the honor to enclose 2 draft of the proposed agreement
relating to the defense of Greenland, which I believz cmbodiss the
idoas agrezd upon in the course of our various conversatlons.

\ccapt, Sir, the renewed assrances of my highest considara-
tion.

Cord=ll Hull.

Reply of Danish Minlster
voril 9, 1941

Sir:

I have roc.ived your note of tha seventh 1instant concerning
the dafense of Greznland togzsthzr with a draft of a proposed
aproemant regarding the same sub joect. |

Tt is with apprzaciation thnat I note Yyour renewed Assurance
ttat, although the prosent circumstances prevent the government
in Dermark for the time being from sxerclsing lts powers in res-
pect of Greanland, your government fully rocognizes thz sover-
eignty of the 3ingdom of Dermark over the island.

\t the same times I wish to ccnvey to ycu my feellngs of
gratitude for thz 2xpression of friendly concern of your govern-
mort and its carnest hope for ths complete and speady liberation

of Dcenmark.

I sharc your view that the proposed apreament, arrivad at
after nn open and friondly exchangs of viaws, 1s, undar the
sinzularly unusual circumsiancss, the best measure to assurec both
Craonland's prasent safety and the futurs of the island undar

Danish sovereignty.

" Furthermor:, I am of the opinion that theo torms of the agres-

ment protect, as far as possiblo, the interasts of the native
~ =
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Def. Doc. # 517

population of Grezsnland, whose welfare traditionally has been ths
paramount aim of Denmark's policy in Greanland.

I, therefore, shall accept and sign the agreement proposed,
acting on behalf of His Majesty, the Iing of Denmark, in his c:
city of sovereipgn over Greenland, whose authorities in Greenlan:
have concurred herein.

I avall myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Mr.
Secratary of State, the assurances of my highest consideration.

HFenrik Kauffmann.
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CERTIFICATE ' ' ¢

Statemant of Source and Authanticlty g ;

I, HiaYASEI, Kaoru, Chief of tha Archives Scctlon, Japancse 1{
Forolin Offics, horoby certify that the document horeto .attached i

in English consisting of § pagoes and antitlad "AGREEMENT i
WHERERY UNITED STATES BLCO!ES PROTECTOR OF GREGZNLAND" is an ;'
oxact and truc coony of an articlo in "NEW YORZ TIiZS" dated :t
Jpril 11, 1941, in the custody of Japanise Forolgn Offico. ﬁ
b i

Cortifiod at Tokyo,

on this 22nd day of February 19L7.
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