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Def. Doc. #2920
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THE INTERIATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL
FCOR THE Fak EAST, TOKYC, JAPAN.

U.S5.A. ET al . -
aYS - |
ARAKT , SADAO, e% al
Sworn Deposition (Tpanslntion)

Deponent, YOSHIDA, Shigeru

Having duly first sworn an ecath as on attached sheet and in accordance

with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows:

(15 I was Frime Vinister of Japan, from 22 May 1946 to 2/ Vay 1807 s . 4
after I was Forlegn Minister from 17 Sept. 1¢45 to 22 Vay 1o46, in the
Shidebhara Cabinet. I have been Japaﬁase Arbassador %o Great Britain,
from 1 April 1936 to 20 May 1939, and Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs,
from 24 July 1928 to 26 Nove. 1930. I was in the Foreign Service of the
Japanese Government altogether thirty-three years beginning from 15 Nov.
1606; and, while I was in the Service, I had orroriunities to be acquainted
with Mr. SHIRATQORI, Toshio, who joined the the same service séveral years
ater I did.

(2) I hereby testify that the copy of a letter, which is the Defense

Deooument 2918, is a correct copy of the letter which the acsused SHIRATORI,

Ceshioc, wrote in English in the Bugamo Prison and eaused to be delivered to

- me, dated as 10 Deaember 1945. I reecall that I received the letter early

in 1946 while I was Foreign Minister.

(3) The circumstances under which the said letter was written were as follov
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Immediately before  SHIKATORI woent %o the Sugamo Prison on.26 Novembsr

1945, he interviewed witk me and stated orally about his 6piniona on how
to rehabilisate Japan after the defeat, how to legislate the new Constitutic

the questions of religionsin Japan, the quest¥ion of Tenno institution,

the questions of renunsciation of war and so forth; and requested me to

convey the substance to the then Prime Minister Baron SHIDEHARAZ
I, thereupen, required him to put it into writing and senq it to me,

whioh he, in dus $ime, did in the form of the said lester, In compliance

with SHIRATORI's wishes, I handed a ¢opy of the letder forthwith to the
Prime Minister Baron SHIDEHARA.

(4) According to thosc who are familar with the opinions éxpressed by

SHIRATORI during the last Var, the thoughts ennunciated in the said letter

are taken as the eonclusion most naturally to be derived from what SHIRATORI

I fully coneur with the above views, as onc who knows SHIRATORI's genuine

and singere character.,

On this Fourth day of December 1947.

at Tokyo.

Deponent, /S/ YQEHID&,'Shiggru (seal)

I, €.B. CAUDLE, hereby verify that the above statement was sworn by
the depenent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in the presence
of this witness.,

On the same date, at Tokyo.

Witness /S/ YOJI HIROTA
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OATH .

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole trush

withholding nothing, and adding nothing.

/S/ YOSHIDA, Shigerw (seal)




