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f Very urgent secret telegram from
8 Schulenburg, July 13, 1940
On instructions from Stalin, Molotoff gave me & memorandum

5f this conversation (between gtalin and Sir stafford Cripps,; then

i British Ambessador to Moscow). Cripps (said): The British
I' covernment wes convinced theat Germany was striving for hegemony

in Europe &nd wented to engull all Eurcpean countries. This was

" dangerous to the Soviet Union as well as England., Therefore

both countries ought to agree on & common policy of self-protection
against Germany . e« o The British Government was oOf the opinion that
anification end leadership of the Balkan countries for the purpose
of meinteining the stetus quo W&S rightly the task of the Soviet

~Union . « The interests of the Soviet Union 1n the (Turkish)

Straits must be safeguarded,

e o

stalin's answers &re given 88 follows: « « s He did not see
any deanger of the hegemony of any one country in Europe and s%ill
less any denger that Europe might be engulfed by Germany . . -
ostalin was not cof the opinion that Germeny military successes
3 menaced the Soviet Union and her friendly relations with Germany . .

In Stalin's opinion no power had the right to an exclusive
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