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Doc. No. 2383 " 5 July 1946
AN LVSIS OF DOCUMENT.RY TVIDENCE

DESCRISTION OF ATT.CFED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature:. Folder of ccrbon-copicd typed
tolegrams, sntitled "The TIENTSIN TNCIDENT"

Date: 1929-1940 Original (x) Gopy ( ) Lanzuuze:

Japanese & snglish
Has it been translateds Yes () o (x)
Hag it been photostated? Yss () No (x) |

LOC:.TION OF ORIGINAI
Docunient Division
SQURCE OF ORIGIN.L: Foreign ..iaistry

PERSONS I.L’LICATED: 4RIT., hachiro, TaSHIRO; .BE:
SEICELTTSU, .ianoru

CRUIES TC WHICH DOCUiENT LPPLIC.BILE: J apéncse-.dgerican,
Japenese-British Relations; Teonoaic aZorcssion and
do:iination, China

SUMM.RY OF RLLEV.NT FPOINTS
Ials document contains telsgieus as follows:

P. 2. Froa FPoreign siinister LRIT.. to tae Coasul-General
at TIENTSIN (T.SHIRO) re the Gelivery of:the criminals ~vho
assassinated CHENG, osi-keng. 14 .ug 1939,

Ps 5. Froa T.SFIRO to ~RITA Pe the non-delivery of the
four criainals. 26 ug 1939,

P, 9. ZFroa SSIGHL.ITSU smbassador to London, to ..BE.
(Same subject as below)

P, 11. Froi TiSHEIRO to »BE, Foreign winister re the
actual delivery of the four assassinators froa the Sritisn
to tic Chinese to the Japanese whe will court-sartial the

quartet. © Sep 1939,
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2. 13, TFrom .3E to HORINOUCHI re ths reopening of
negotiations and tie azgrec:ient of tansible probleuds after
the standstili of the Tokyo .ecting. 5 Sep 1939.

P, 17. TFrou SEIGE:MITSU, snabassador at London, to ABE,
Foreign -finiater re a coaference discussing the European
eituation and the China problem. 14 Sen 1939,

P. 28, froa SHIGCEMITSU to NOfURA re the TIENTSIN
Incident. 24 Oct 1939,

P. 37. Troa NOLURa to SHIGEMITSU in London, K.DOwW.KI 1n
PEAING and MUT0 in TIGNTSIN re managing [for negotiation
betwcen J:ip=n and 3ritain rslating to the TIENTSIN Incideat.
11 Nov 1939,

P, 78. Frou 3aclGEAITSU to 4RITa re the probleir of
iaproving Anglo-Japunsss relations. 24 Jan 1940,

. 80. IFroa SEIGEMITSU to ARIT. re tiec proble.a of
gstablishuient of tiae New Chincse Centrzl Gov't. 24 Jan 1940.

P. 118. TFroa ARIT. to SHIGE:IITSU re result of four
deetinzs with CRAGIE. 4 Junc 1940,

(Note: These ars English translations included in
ths original docuuaent on the following pages:

90,91, 63, 95, 107, 109, 112, 134, 137, 159, 168,
Lt aQE A 8L 11967+ 1987200, , 200, 212, 216, 225, 228,:233,
23520236005 R4Y5 243, 245, 247, 250, 253, 255, 266, 269, 271,
274,277, 280, (283, 284, 288, 313, 317, 329, 338, 355, 359,
361, 354, 384, 391, 396, 400, 404, 410, 419G, 422, 429, 440,
447, 451, 457, 480, 485, 517, 518, 559, 578, 585,
Extensive translations by scannger are uttached to docuwasnt)

analyst: S, Yokomizo Doc. No. 2383
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fron Cr Arita dated e

RRITISH EMRASSY
TOKYO.
[ 18th June, 1939

Immediate
My dear Minister,

With reference to our conversation yesterday I am sorry to say that
I have now received news from His Majesty's Consul--General atb Tientsin
indicating that the military restrictions now beins imposed on communi-
cations with the British Concession are being aprlied in such a way as
to constitute definite and grave anti-British discrimination. According
to this revort all British subjects are beins held up for from one—half
to one hour and rigorously seerched on enterinz and leavins the Concession
in the same manner as, and togetner with, all Chinese. Other foreigners
are beinz allowed to pass without stoppage or examination. It further
sopeara that some British subjects, including military in uniform, have

been refused exit.

By no process of reasoninc can such discrimination against British
subjects be justified by the Japenese authorities on the plea either
of self-defenco or in connection with the case of the four Chinese which
ve discussed yesterday. I canuot believe that such action has the
authori tyr or- azen.-thg-arproval of the Japanese Government end I mst
L erefore sk Your Expellenty to he good enouzh to arrance for instruc-
.j_f :,: tione to be despcteh,ioAhe proper Japanese anthorities in Tientsin to
engure that every form of &fscrimination arainat British subjects 1s
at once discordimuec.

The metter beingz, &8 you will see, very urgent, I should be most
grateful if Your Excellency would, if poesible, let me have & reply to
this letter todny in order that I may give Hia Majestyls Government
precise information 28 to the attitude of the Janenese Covernment in

the matter,
Believe me,
my dear Minister

* Yours very sincerely,

(sicned) R. L. Creizie.

His Excellency
Mr. Hachiro Arita,
His Imperiasl Japanese Majesty's ;
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
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TRITISH TMBASSY
TORYO.

June 25th, 1939

Your Excellency.

ns from Hise Majesty's Governments in the United
d, I have tho honour 1O bring to Your E:cellancy'a
notice & case of groes indignity ynflicted on the =23rd jnstant bY agente

t out in the anclosed

accordance with my jnstructions 1 desire 0 protest
azains? this insulbing pehaviour to an
t and & well-known and highly re-

spected member of the British community . This &ct, following on pumerous

other cases which 1 proucht to YouT ®xcellency's attention on June 15k,

16th, 18th and 20th, leave 1O doubt as 1O ths deliberate nature of the
provocation now being offered by the 1ocal Jepanese authorities. A
further inetance of similar jnexcusable behaviour wvhich hae 8ince come
to my notice is shown in the second enclosure O this note.

2, Inan interview with reprenentativea 0
jnetent the officiel Spokesman of the Minletry of For

d that no aigerimination was being made
not in accordance with the facts dls-

to restrict their food supplies OT to subject them to abuses end
jndignities. Yevertheless, these jntolerable ontrages continue and, |
ag steted oY the Secretary of State for Foreirn Affalrs to the JapAnese

Ambassador {n London on the 23rd jnstant, &re arousinfg. great jpdignation |
in Great Britain., 1 have accordingly received {petructions to request

that Your Excellency will ensure that immediate gtepse are taken to put

. stop Yo these acte and to provide that proper respect be given to the

righte under which British gubjects &arec entitled by treaty to live and

I avail myeelf of thie opportunity to renew 10 Your Fxcellency
’ the assurance of My highest consideration.

’ (Signed)

His Excellency
Mr, Hachiro Arite
Eis Imperial Japanese Majesty's
Minister for For eign Affeire.
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Enclosure o, 1 in Woto to Minister for Foreion Affairs Fo, 127

¥r. Cecil Devis, Chairmon of the TPientein Country Club and honorary
Agent of the Fow Yaelend Coverament when he artamied to peass tha barriers
on the night of Junc 28rd was told when he re=chedl the inspection shed to
take off his clothcs. He domurred and stated if that were to be the
proceedins he wouid not paas the barricrsa at 211 but would stay the night
in the Concession, The inapesiting officer promptly atruck Davis on tho
facoe and told him he would DpZe~u0 £0. At this stege three other
Jepanese who were abetiingyy up and Davis felt in the circumetancee ho

ved no alternative Tat to guBHit to whatever treatment was glven him. He
was thon mede to remove all\ his clotring ocxcept his briefs and spend

fiftecn minutes in full view of the passera-by inclgetupiwonern, during
wHich time his clothing e% cgtera were subjected t’r ory exemination.
On leaving his passport was left on the gepound.,
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Substance of & Statement Regarding the Treatment of

Mr. Lord and Mr. House &t the barrier at Tientsin.

M

1. Mr. House and Mr. Lord were placed on & atraw mat in a

hut in full view of all persons pasaing through, jrrospective of
gex or nationality. The Chinese police were detailed to gearch them

whilst one Japenese soldier stood in front to watch. There were four
other Japenese eitting around.

2e The Chinese police were considered by Japanese to be too

inoffomeive in thelr search 80 they were slepped in the face and the
Japanese took charge. My, House and Mr. Lord were forced to Tenovo

21l their clothing and pile it on the muddy floor and all articles werod
removed from thelr pockets end placed 1ivewise on the floor. Mr. House
wee atanding absolutely hakoed for at least five minutes, Mr. Tord still
had briefe on which he wes not obliged to remove, vut ho stood clothed

in them alone for the best part of ten minutes. '
3, Pach article of clothing was inepected and thorouzghly examined.

4, Aftor examining the men's clothinz the Japanese took their
paasports, which he had thrown on the floor, and ruffled the heir of
both men. He made signe for Mr. Lord to open his mouth and being
diseatieficd that 1t was sufficlently widely open he deliborately took
Mr. Lord's passport and forced his mouth open with it. He then made both
men stand with thelr legs epart and exemined their crutches. Thie
completed the gearch oxcept thet tho Chingse police were mede to teke hold

of Mr, Lord's ears and exemine them.

; B. The whole proceedings lasted approximately twonty to tweniy-
ive mimutes, during which time both men were in full view of the public

and women were passiing through the hut.
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Tientsin: Interferonc food supplies.

The Japenese military spokesman at Tientsin stated in an interview
given to the press on the 19th June that the Jepanese had no intention
of stopping foodstuffs entering the Concession as such a prohibition
would be most inhuman, In connexion with this statemcnt the
followinz facts were noted:-

1, Tho Jepanese authorities have %turned back boats bringing
food up the river for the British Concession.

2e On the 19th Junc a "Domei" report from Tientsin stated that
"three trucks loaded with fresh vegetables were admitted yosterday to the
Trench Concossion to oase the vegetable famine there"., An arrangement
was consequently made by the French authoritics with the Janancse
adthorities that normsl supplies should be brought into the ¥ronch
Concossion by French Military lorries and the existonce of this errangcment
wes confirmed by a "Domoi" report smpoaring in Tientein on the 23rd June.
‘Both these reports of spccial arrangements with the French suthorities
erc admissione thet food supplies eatering the British Conceesion are subject
&4t lecast to intorferencc and obstruction.

3. As = direct result of the Jepanese mcasurcs perishable
foodstuffs are very-short in the British Concession. For example
it is understood thzt on the 2lst Juno 10 per cent of the usual
quantities of vezetables were evailable in the Concesslons, while no
ice wes aveilable to the British market at all.




