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Five PBAY-1P aircraft of Fleet Air Photographic Squad i
One, with Lieut. H. C. PAIGE flight leader, took off from Lo
Airfield, Okinawa, R. I. on 2 July 1945 at 1200 Item to obtciu
reconnaissance photography of Kyushu Island, Kuro Shima, Danjo
Cunto and Tori Shima. Ten flight lines on Kyushu were planned
to rm from west to east beginning at 32°-30* North and aecross
the entire width of the island. Flight lines were two miles
apart and approximately eighty miles long to be flown at an
altitude of 20,000 feet using a twenty-four inch focal length
camera. The Tactical Air Force provided fifty-eight P47N air-
craft, eight to escort each photo-Liberator, twelve to provide
a roving top cover and fouwr to escort the Dumbo rescue plane.

was provided by VH4.

Rendezvous with the escorting fighters was made at the
southern end of Izeha Shima at 1230 Item and the formation
proceeded from there over Kuro Shima climbing to altitude
onroute, Photographs of Kuro Shima were teken and the forma-
tion proceeded up along the Wost coast of Kyushu to the initia.
flight lines at 32°-30' North arriving at 1405 Itenm. Each air-
eraft flew two flight lines, one from west to cast and the other
fyom east to west. The area thus photographed was in excess of
1600 square miles, and 1is believed to represent the greatest
area coverage yet performed by a naval photographic squadron
on a single mission over enemy territory during this war.

After leaving the second flight line at 1535 Item and while
in the vieinity of Tatsu Saki, plane No. 23 piloted by Lieut.

E. H. VOORHEES was attacked by enemy fighters. Two Tojos were
first observed high and slightly forward of the plane preparing
to make runs. The escorting P47N aircraft attempted to drive
off the interceptors. The top turret man then saw a Tojo at
8:30 high on the tail of and firing at a PA7N. Both plancs
disappeared into the sun. A moment later he saw a Tojo coming
up under the starboard wing with a PA7N following on his tail.
The top turret gunner was able to fire only ten bursts at the
cnemy and did not get any hits. The bow turret man saw this
encmy plane coming in; was unable to bring his guns to bear on
the encmy, but with unbelievable strength actually tore the
handles from his guns when the turret reached the end of its
travel. The enemy plane came up under the starboard wing firing
and got several hits on the after section of the fuselage and
in the tail surfaces. The first 20MM shell entered the belly
of the ship at the port belly-gun tunnel, penetrated an oxygen
bottle at station 7.1 and exploded, tearing a hole in the deck-
ing aft of the belly turret and in a deck stringer at station
7.1 and causing shrapnel holes in four gections of skin from
station 7.1 to 7.3 and between No. 2 and 9 stringers port side.
Three oxygen bottles and oxygen lines below the deck plates werc
damaged, The inter-communication system was cut at the port
waist.
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A second projectile entered the starboard

above No, 6

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additiona!l sheet:

it necessary.)

side of the ship

stringer, struck the belt frame at station 8.0 and
exploded, rupturing the belt frame over a two foot
nine stringers on the starboard side

stations 7.7 and 8.1 and between stringers Nos. 4 to

area, cutting
and riddling the skin betwecen
12. The

explosion of this projectile also damaged and exploded ammunition

in the tail turret

and the skin was riddl=d between

12 to 17 port side.
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ammunition boxes and feed chutes.
A.F.C.E. servo motor was also knocked out by the
Bulkhead 9.0 was torn at the

The elevator
projectile.

push=pull rod hole on the port side

stations 7.7 and 9,0 and stringers

turret intercomnunication and power

lines were also knocked ou~ by this shell and the starboard clevator

was riddled and one rib to—n.

stabilizer just below the foruard

horizontal stabilizer,

A third shell struck the port vertica

attachment fitting, damaging the

nort rertical stabilizer and rudder., A

fourth projectile entercd the starboard side of the ship rupturing

frames at stations 9.1 and 9.2 and enterecd
exploded near the lower right leg of the tail gunner
AMM3c, shattering his leg below the right knee.
severcd all hydraulic lines in the tail turrect

the tail turret and

P- A. ARENA.,
This explosion
and caused numerous

shrapnel holes in the tail turret body.
The starboard waist gunner F. W. STASKAL, AOM2c, was wounded

by shrapnel in the upper left leg.
in the after station but was
The pilot the
rally point off Kuro Scto.
by the escort plane above the fo
Heavy moderate and ge

photographers.
the

A serious fire was started

put ocut by the waist gunners and

n reduced altitude and nrocecded toward.
Eighteen cenemy fighters werc observe:
rmation,
nerally inaccurate antiaireraft fire was

None was reported destroye.

eneountered by all of the cireraft over various portions of the
photographic runs and near the rally point at Kuro Seto. Plane

No. 27 piloted by Lieut. F.

e CROOK received a six inch

shrapnel

hole in the bottom of the forward bonb-bay by the bomb-bay fuel
cell from antiaireraft fire.

After arriving at the rally point, three of the photo-Liberator:
set course for base while planc No. 22, piloted by Licut. H., C. PAIC

and plane No., 21, piloted by Liecut. (i2] B, PETERSEN, procecded on -
to complete the photography of Danjo Gunto and Tori
They found Danjo Gunto covered by five-tenths clouds but

obtained photography of the clear arcas.
making photography impossiblec,

westerly course
Shima,

to base.

REPORT PREP/RED BY:

Distribution:

ComInCh
Via CinCPac

ComInCh
CinCPac(Guam)
JICPOA(Pearl)
Com/iirPac
File

ALLSEY

] @ JRS
Lieyt., USNR
ACI Officer

(Orig.)

(1 advance cc)
(3 advance cc)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

MFD BY THF EGRY RECISTEIR I

|, PATENTED

(. -

Tori Shima was overcast

Fron this point both planes proceede
All aircraft had landed at Yontan by\1850 Itcnm.

ey
APPROVED BY}yig ¥ g
/€. HUTCHISON

/ Lt. Comdr., USNR
- Commanding Officer

\
\
\

LS




