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This invention relates to 51gna11ng devices and
is particularly directed to sighaling devices adapt-
ed for use on automotive vehicles.
~.Objects of this invention are to provide novel
forms of signal devices which may be secured: to
opposite sides of an automotive vehicle and which
are so constructed that each of the devices pre-
sents a front wall and.a back wall arranged ab
an angle to each other so that the planes of the
walls form a dihedral angle between them, _thus
rendering the front wall visible from the fronr,
of the vehicle and throughout a wide side angle,
and the back wall visible from the rear of the

vehicle .and throughout a wide side angle, the

front and back walls being preferably formed of
light transmitting material and having normally
invisible designations or insignia thereon, adapt-
ed to be selectively rendered visible by the selec-
tive lighting of any of a plurality of signal lamps

Further objects are to.provide- a construction
in which the signal devices may serve, not only
in their capacity of signal means, but may re-
place the usual parking side lights and may, thus
serve in the additional capacity of parking lights.

This invention is designed to provide signal
devices which may be used in any suitable sig-
nal system such as that disclosed in my copend-
ing application, Serial Number 377,821 filed July
12, 1929 for Signaling systems for automotive
vehicles.

In driving automobiles in congested dlstncts,
upon highways, at crossings, and at other places,
it is desirable that the driver of a vehicle be en-
abled to signal, not only to following drivers .or
pedestrians, but also to those at the sides, front
and back of his intended direction of travel. .

This invention is designed to provide a signal
device which may be mounted upon the side of
an automotive vehicle, which is so made that it
will give signals indicating the intention of the
driver, and in which the signals are visible from
the front, rear and sides of the vehicle, so that
the drivers or pedestrians may accordingly vary
or continue their courses without confusion or
hesitation. -

Further objects are to provide a signal device
which is approximately triangular in horizontal
cross section, which has front and rear walls pro-
vided with designations or insignia and formed
of glass or similar material, which is provided
with a body portion to which at least one of the
front and rear walls is hingedly joined, prefer-
ably by means of a hinge having a vertical axis,
and in which the front and rear walls are provided
with interlocking edges.

Further obJects are to prov1de a signal devme
in which the body portion carries an insulating
panel provided with outwardly projecting parti-
tions formed rigid with the panel, in which a. plu-
rality of signal lamps are carried by the body por- :
tion and separated by successive partitions and in
which the outwardly projecting front .and rear
walls are preferably formed with rounded outer
edges which coopérate with the body portion to
form a substantially oval side face. : s
. Further objects are to provide a 51gna11ng de-
vice for.automotive vehicles which is provided
with front and rear walls and with a novel lock-
ing means which will not readily become loosened.
from the jarring of the vehicle, and which is so0 9
made that a locking screw provides a positive lock
for the walls and is so related to the device that it
cannot be comipletely removed at any time. :

. An embodiment of the invention .is shown in
the accompanying drawing, in which: . - -5

Flgure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sectmn )
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.of the. mgnal device.

Figure 2. i8 a. uectlonal v1eW on the line 2—-2
of Figure 1.
Figure .3 is a fragmentary end v1ew of the 80

‘device showing the locking means.

Referring. to the. drawing it will be seen that
the device comprises a body portlon 1, having
a rearwardly projecting portion 2 provided with
an aperture 3 adapted to receive a tubular con- 85

.ductor-carrying stem. Preferably a recessed por-

tion 4 is provided for the recepiion of a.-locking

nut. (not shown). The body portion is provided

with a hollow interior which’ communicates with
the aperture 3 by means of the passage-way or :90
opening 5 through which conductors leading . to
the signal lamps, hereinafter. described may
pass.- -
The body portion is prowded w1th upper and
lower flanges 6 between which an nsulating panel .95
7 is mounted, This insulating panel may be pro-
vided with a rearwardly projecting narrow por-
tion, as shown in Figure 2, which fifs between
the forward edges of the body portion. The in-
sulating panel is, therefore, very accurately po- -100
sitioned upon the body portion by means of this
construction and serves to close the hollow inte-
rior of the body portion. It is retained in place
by means of screws as indicated.

The insulating panel 7 carries a plurality of . 105
lamp sockets 8 which receive the si ignal lamps 9.
The signal lamps are adapted to be selectively
lighted in any suitable manner, as deseribed in
my copending application above noted. ’

The body portion carries a pair of suie mem- 110
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bers 10 which have cut-out portions provided with
light conducting front and rear walls 11. These
front and rear walls are held in place by means
of split wire rings 12 which seat within sockets
formed in the front and rear members, as shown
most clearly in Figure 2.

The light transmitting front and rear walls are
provided with insignia such as indicated by the
reference character 13. These insignia .- may take
the form of words, for example; “Left”, “Back”,
“nght” “Paﬂ'k”

The front and rear members are provided with .

upper and lower rear lugs 14 which are hinged,

by means of the pintle pin 15, to the neck-2-of the-

body portion-of the device.
As shown particularly in Figures 2 and-2; the
side members 10 have interlocking edges.so.as to.

_secure an adequate and reliable joint between the

abutting edges.

Means are provided for holding the s1de mem-
bersin closed or locked positicn, as shown in-Fig-
ure 2. These means may comprise a lug 16 which
fits- within' or is overlapped by the edge of the
othermember. The lug-16 carries a headed screw
17‘ whose rear end is enlarged, as shown in-Figure

; b0 prevent complete unscrewing of the screw.

The member which does not carry the lug 16
is provided with a slot 18 through which the shank
of the screw may pass and is provided with a
recess 19 adapted to receive the head of the screw
when the screw is screwed tight. The screw,
therefore, provides a positive lock for holding the
device closed.

It'is to be noted that partitions 20 are located
between successive electric lamps, as shown in
Figures 1land 2. These partitions are preferably
formed of insulating material and may be mould-
ed.integrally with the insulating panel 7, if dé-

" sired, or may be forced within slets formed in
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the msulatmg panel as-indicated in the drawing.
These partitions may have- the1r rear corners
trimmed off along slanting lines on their inmer
sides-as-indicated at 21 of Figure 2 to6 avoid the

necessity of an accurate fit between these edges -

and the adjacent portion of the body portion.
These partitions are preferably formed of insu-
lating material ‘as it is-intended that they-shall
contact with the glass front and -rear walls 11 of
the device and as-thereis; therefore, less-tendency
tocracking of the glass walls than if the partitions
had beeh formed of ‘metal. It is fo be distinctly
understood, however, that it is within the province
ofthis invention to form- the pa;rtltlons of ‘mefal
if ‘so. desired.

Particular emphasis is laid upon the fact that
the front and rear walls are outwardly converg-
ing: and form between them a dihedral angle.
This construction insures wide side angles for the
walls;, throughout which, the walls are visible,

In other words, the front wall is visible from the -

‘signal lamps.

1,969,116

front and through a wide side angle and the rear
wall is visible from the rear and throughout a
wide rear angle.

By means of this construction pedestrlans and
other drivers may be easily apprised of the inten-
tion of the driver whether or not the pedestrians
are located in the front, rear or at the sides of
the vehicle provided with the signaling device.

It. will be-seen that a very simple; serviceable
and easily produced construction has been pro-
vided by this invention.

It will be seen further that the devices may be
attached to the sides of automotive vehicles such,

for:instance, as automobiles, with the assurance

that a very attractive and effective signhaling de-

- -vice is obtained and one which is visible through-

out wide side angles as-well as from the front and
back. -

As-a matter of fact, the signaling devices may
replace the parking lights if so desired.

Although the invention-has-been- desctibed in
considerable detail; it is intended that such de-
scription be interpreted -as- illustrative rather

than limiting, as the -invention may be variously -

embodied and is to be interpreted as claimed.

I claim:

‘1. A device:-comprising a body portion havihg
a pair of spaced vertical walls and a rear wall
forming a channel adapted to receive conductors,
& supporting strip across the:front of ‘said chan-
nel, lamp - sockets carried: by said’strip; signal
lamps carried  by: said’ sockets, partitions- be-
tween said signal lamps; a rear lug carried by
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said rear wall and having an opening communi~

cating with said channel, and & pair of side‘panels
having light' transmitting - portions;
panels . converging towards the front of: said
device; and having- inwardly turned: portions

rear portions-of-said side panels apart, whereby
a forwardly converging device is produced, and
whereby said side:- panels are spaced from sald

‘signal lamps.
2, A‘device comprising a body portion-having .
a pair of -spaced vertical walls and a rear wall ¢

forming a channel to reeeive-conductors; said
rear wall ‘having an opening through which con-
ductors’may ‘pass, a supporting strip-across the

110

said side .

“hingedly ‘joined-to-said side walls to-space the _

115

front of said channel, lamp sockets carried by

said strip, signal lamps carried by said:sockets,

‘partitions between said signal lamps, and a pair

of side panels having light transmitting portions,
said side panels converging towards:the front of

said device, and having inwardly fturned por-
tions ‘hingedly joined to said side walls to space -

the rear portions of said side panels apart;, where-
by a forwardly converging device-is" produced,
and whereby said side panels are spaced from said
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