 Children, but

Fugitive From Her Fairyland

She Lived in Golden Chamber in
- Wonderful Castle, Was Much
-y~v,_ﬁ:»L0ved, Had Wealth and Pretty

Now She is a

. . . BY MARGARET C. GETCHELL.

NCE upon a time there was a beautifu! quecn, who lived in a luxurious
palace, ruling with her hushand over their small kingdom. She
was generally acknowledyged to he the most beautitul queen in the

- whole world. Evervwhere she went she charmed the people she mei by her
personality, and her court, although in x small country, was visited by dis-

tinguished persons from all corners of the globe.

. Nor was she beloved only by persons of rank, but by the poorest peopl:
Coming from another much larger and more important
nation, she first learned the language of the vountry which was to be hers
and adopted its religion. She visited the huts of humble peasants and often
would stop over-night in some out-of-the-way cottage, where she would have

in her kingdom.

the opportunity to make real friends of her subjects.

She. was as brilliant in mind as in per-
son. Althoughk socis) advancement of her
kingdom interested ber, she wanted also
to further culture in the form of litera.
tore, music and art. She wrote poctry
and books which were of real merit. She
brought about u revival of the art which
bkad once existed in the country and at.
tracted the attention of the world to its
schievements.

Her castie was beautiful and luxurious
as one could wish for a qucen, and vhe
2ad one room which was known as the
golden chamber, where everything was
wrought in exquisite gilt.

But this Juxury does not mean that she
oppressed the people nor wrung from
them the money which they needed for
luxurics, as certain other queens have
dpne. No; she brought with her great
wealth from tbe two large countrles of
ber father and mother and she spent tids
money freely In her little adopted king-
&om.

Bbe wes not, bowever, so abeorbed in
the pablic duties of her position that she
forgot her personal duties as s mother.
To her gix children she gave her love, her
time and sl the thoughtfur care which
her more humble subjects might devote to

‘their children, that they might grow up
to be fine men and women. She super-

vised with great “care the education of.

each one and taught them the spirit of
love and service to their people. That
they might know the value of work and
industry, and that they might have onder-
standing of the life and problem of the
workingman, she bad each one taught a
trade.

Thea came a great war, when the very
existence ‘of the little nation was threat-
ened. The queen threw hersclf heart and
soul into the strugsle of her pcople. She
.pursed the wounded soldiers, she orgaa.
ized tbe women, rich and poor alike, for
‘war work. She wrote appealing artieles
to be sent to other countries, which
brought help to the suffering people, who
. were fighting against overwhelming odds.
At last they were forced to surrender, but
they were pot vanquished, and when their
mighiy cenemy was finally downed by the
little countrys’ allies war was zgain de-
elared.

The story has all the carmarks of a
wonderful fairy tale, which would delizht
any small girl and many a grown.up gicl
as well, for whom the glamour of =«
queen’s life and power =tiil holds a fax.
eination.

But the much used and oft abused
phrase that *‘truth is stranger than fie-
tion'’ here pokes in i1s appearunee and
apnounces that the logical end sdoes not
follow. The logical end, as one newi not

" tell any one whbo hus ever delved into the
delights of fairy book land. is that the
queen and her family uve happily ever
after’’ énd that the reaim blessed
under her sweet, guiding hand.

Bat this is not fiction. it is raet.

Though she may win the love znd ad
miration of bker people and the worid in
ageneral, sbe can never live Jdown oue
black fact which forever rises 1o siaee
ber in the fzce: Do what she may, she ix

still a queen. and the blood of reyaliv
rons io her veins, zithough she mux em
brace all the democeatic theories in.-the
world.

Quecn Marie of Rumznia has fled from
ber kingdom!

Poor queen:
99on her!

Time was when te be queen or [rincess
was synonymous {0 fazirviaed itself in the
heart of x womzn who was fascinated by
the idea of regal spleador and of the at.
tending power. Nor was the feeling al.
sent ic the kearts ¢f the bolder sex? Mow
many a pipe dream bas unfolded itself in

;" the eloads of smoke which have siaried
- with that one deiightful Yitle sitior
L HIE T were king:®'

- Poor quecn!

is

The taint of revalty is

PP

The duys are passed when a quecn coudd
awaken the énvy of the world. Today
she rouses only its pity.

And the queen of Ru_.mania is not in u
class by herself, as we had unconsciously
come to suppose, but must join in the gen-

eral exodus frot their thrones of the

crowned heads of Europe. Yet for four
rears she has been the outstanding figure
in Rumanin. Mer bhusband, King Ferdi-
nand, a German by birth, education and
sentiment, bas discrectly let events take
their natural course in his little kingdom
and has effaced what personal inclination
be may have bad toward bis fatherland
in the wiser course of following the will
of his subjects. It was the queen who
took the prominent position as leader and
has urged the peoplo on .in their struggle
agaiost tke central powers.

The beautiful and fascinating Queen
Marle’y life is such as might have ap-
poetled to Dumas as fit sabject for one of
his court romances, in which history in
the making is linked with the intrigues
and love affairs of royalty and courtiern

Marfe of Rumania is the daughter of
the Doke of Edinburgh, who later beeame
Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha and was sec-
ond son of Queen Victoria .of England.
Her mother was Grand Duchess Mario of
Russia. the radiant danghter and favorite
*child of the ill.fated Czar Alexander.
When Marie was a mere girl, only 16
years of nge, she was married for rea-
sons of state to Iis TRoyal IHighness
Prince Ferdinand Victor Albert Mainrad
of Wohenzollern-Sigmaringen, who four
years before had been adopted by bis
unele, rhe Iate King Charles I.

King Charles ané his wife, whe was
knofn ns ‘‘Carmen Syiva,’’ the poetess,
had no children. and they thercfore
adopted DPrince Ferdinand that there
might be an heir to the throne.

Tho recason for placing an English
princess, so closely related to the ruling
family of Russia, upon the threne is toe
obvious to nced explanation. There were
many obstacles to be overcome before the
marriage. because of difference in relic
zien. The Pope was reluctant to gruad
dispensation to enable the bridegroom.
who was a Catholic. 10 marry the Proies
tant, because the Rumanian zovernment
insisted that  the children should be
brought wp in the Octhadax Greek chureh.

After this was ::r::;:n:c‘-! it was

Jisvov.
ered that the princess, being ninth in the
onder of suceession to tie British erown,
wanid have to formadly renounce all her
rizhi< thereto hefore. in the Ianguage of
the Wil of righis, “mwmareving a Papist.””
In order in jusure the specession of the
Rumsanis

crown deseending 10 her hus.

hand, Eoland reqaired a solemp uader
aking trom King Charles that in the

event of the death of bis wife he would
RO RLIEY sesin,

There wus one obatacie, which, had she
ruown it might have held -moze weight
with the youry English zirl thun consid-
eratious of state. This was the taer that
diy in love with another
the abaolute

amd

veta by

es sned The lewling states
1 his her.  The

woran wax Heleae Vaciresso, the poctess

en

ret el
jrre e

marrying

whe nas

of the

roung Epgiich prineess, She is

the gy Uoopgesite
hesuinfag
it as ‘*a morgeous beianetie, with

eves as blrel as pight””

rihed

while the prin.

cess wax *tu pzohlen bjomie, with lovely

idue eves."’
The prince.
somenkar colorless as compured to pis
dushing  wife, is about ten years her
seninz, A3 that time he was a mi'd.man.
aered, zooddooking young fellow. both
basDiuk and sentimentad, of literary tastes
ang oppeswl o violent exercise of amy
kind. As he wae 2 poor voldier, he was
wnjrailar with the Ramanian officers.
tlis broken heslth and weai will kave
long since helped to give hix wife her

whose  characier  seems

'
pisce as the dominant power in the king-
dom,

Bat the girl of 18 fell in love with her
young busband, and 4fd sll in her power
to win his affection. That she failed at,
first to do so is tribute te her dark.eyed
rival, Hailed as the most beautiful prin-
cess in Europe, she was n dashing, ath.
letle, head-strong girl. Her youth, her
delicaey of feature, her clear complexion,
her big blue eyes and golden hair would
have charmed any man who was not held
hy the fascinating spell of the *‘vam:
pire,’’ Helene Vasearesco.

The ““vampire,”? who was brought up in
Puaris, is described as ‘‘Roman  with
French improvements.””  She had abun.
dant black hair and deep, lustrous eyes
fler charms were ripe, and her dark skin,

biany are tho pretty tales they tell of her acquaintance with the peasants. She has always loved to go among them and

to help them when she can.

full lips and fine bneck and arms bad
thrown a strong wpoll around the olond
German princenng. :

It was the princes’ mother who first
took Helen to Bucharest, having met her
in Paris, where she had been brought into
the limelight by Victor Hugo, whose
protege she was. The young French
poetess became the queen’s favorite maid
of honor, anil soon had the prince among
her train of admtirers. Tuec queen encour-
aged the marringe and even wrote poems
on the attachmept as representing true
love. When the council of ministers pro.
tested, forced the abandonment of the
proposed marriage by threats of a chanpe
of dynasty and exiled the fascinating
Helene, the result was an estrzngzement
which lasted for some years between the

old queen and her husband, who was not
in sympatby with her matchmaking.

Such wore the incidents preceding the
marringe of the present king and queen
of Rumania. At the time, Marie was
dceply in love with her husband, but she
soon learned of her rival. All her pas-
sionate tenderness and remarkable beauty
were insufficient to win his affection,
and even her children did not change the
situation.

in desperation she left Bucharest, flit-
1ed from court to court and frequented
the payest spas amd -casinos. She tooit
delight in amorous conquests. Whocher
she had a purpese. in pursuing this course
will never be known.
Ferdinand eventuazily woke np to the fact
that his wife was attracting atiension

Her love of beauty and her artistic, although extravagant personality were expresscd in her Rumanian castles

Be that as it may,

poor alike, for war work.

from wen eversywhere, and bis indiffer.

ence chzuged 10 A mos!  intelve  Gha

eatous fove. Ore moment, it is said, he
wits raging snd storming and the next ke
=a> on his knees pleading with her.

But her urdent love for bim had leng
een cooling, und he could moi coax it
i so fhat the marringe was never
biessed witk somplete happivess.

‘The queen is devoted to her children,
nd on> of the grest tragedies oF her Nre
i= the death of a son, just before the first
reteest from Rumania of the royal ramily.
<he has hud each one taught u trade. and
aer oldest and favorite son, Carlo, is an
muteur printer of some repute, Uan bis
press he prints some of his nother's lit-
erary productions, among which are sev.
eral books written for her children.

Besides writing, Queen Marie i3 sn ac-
complished ician, both as pianist and
violinist. To her linguistic talents she

bach,

. ailds the charm of being a most entertain-

ing conversationalis!, and in the affairs
of everyday life she shows a keen brain,
a strong will and great orgapizing ability.
1t has been said tbat to the most fascinat.
iig attainments of a professional beauty
she adds the executive ability of a cor-
poration lawyer. Thiz upndoubtedly has
been of greatest importance to the war
work of Rumanig, in which she has beco
a leader.

One of her greatest contributions to her
adopted country was her interest in the
revival of Byzantine art, which warked
the closing days of the last century. From
her Russisn grandparents sbe had inher-
ited a fondness for Byzantine luxury, as
well as the wherewithal for satisfring her
taste.

Her love of beauty and ber artistic,
althougb extravagant personality, was ex-
pressed in her Rumanian castles. The
f gold hamber in one of them
has walls of gilt. A golden throne und_&r
a golden canopy is her own special seat
and is placed under the dome cciitngz fae-
ing the deep.set painted windows. There
is a2 gold table covered with precious
boxes and richly bound books and frames
of chased gold. In the corner stands a
spinning wheel, inlaid with gold and set
with precious stoumes. and over the grand
piano is throwxn a heavy cover of cloth of
zold, embroidered with ascension lilies.
her favorite flower.

She Ioves to dress in the gorgeous By-
zantine costume of the olden days und has
endeared herself to the Ruwanians by
often appearing in public in thaeir mation.
al dress. When she is at her mountain
home she sometimes wears: the ordinury
peasant dress and has had a whoie room
furnished with native pine wood. inlaii
with stripa of silver. the handiwork of
the Rumanian craitsmen.

Many are the pretis tales they tell of
her acquaintapee with the peasants. She
has always loved to zo among them, to
wecome acguainted and to -help them when
she ¢can. While one might waonder if her
pleasure w~ere in ‘“playing lady bounti-
ful.’’ the kindly observer will give her
tke benaft of the douisi.

Be that as it muy, it fe certaid that the
queen nas heen 3 sincere and devoted
worker for and with her people during
the war. Wharever there nasy bave been
of superficiality in their relationx bas dis.
solved hedore the demands of war thar al}
should work zogether with one heari and
with one purpose,
various

Like mzuy 4 womay ‘n
couniries wio, hefore the
wa smerely a sociery leasier and uved up
Boundicss emergy in Keeping up with the

wos

secial  whirl. she hax  tnrewa  Rerselr
hole-hiezrtally imio (ke worik of the fast
{four years. ' has peew ssid thai ¢l the

Parisian nomen who were madly dancing
1ango aod one-step when the call io aras
came in August. 1914, these who had an
zoed best nurted burdest.

True it is that Quecen Marie bas beecn
tireless in Ler efforts 0 aileviate the suf-
fering of her people und o keep up the
morale of the little nution, which
fighiing against greai odils.

Jus: before Rumania was drives
sepurate peace with Germany ihe yqueen
1o0k a trip’ of 300 miles alongz the battie-
front for the purpose of encouragiog und
inspiring ber beloved soldiers sod war
worn people of her litile kingdom. Witk
Yer was sn Associated Press correspond.
en:, who said of her work:

“¢During tbese ihree days sie passed
ikrocgh scores of little villages, «li devas-
tated by artillery fire znd serial bom-
vadment, manoy of them bearing indelible
matks of Germap vandalism. Famiune
stalked everywhere; childrea wen: bSsre.

MmN
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She threw herself, heart and soul, into the struggle of her people,
nursing the wounded scldiers, organizing the women, rich and

fuoted througn the snow.covered streets;
wvery wne was gaunt and emeeiated. The
foud sapply in the army was fairly good
and the dugou:s weré warm and comfort
able, cven on the coldest days.

“The soldiers everywherc greeted the
queen with the utmost enthusiasm and
afiection. There conld be mo doumbt ithat _
sire was idolized by the rank zad file of |
the wiole army, and her intense interest

in their weifare was shown on every mils
of the three days’ jouraey. Every Ru-
mapian ollicer carried a- photograph of
the queen aod muny af these bore her per-
sonul signature. Thousands of the private
soldiers also carried her picture in the
samo pocket with their sacred ikons and
erucifix.

““The queen carried with her on herw
journey a Jarge quantity of suppliss of
various kinds, given her by the American
Red Cross for distribution. These in-
¢leded garments for the women and chil-
dren in the villages, condensed milk and
food for the sick, and cigarettes or small
comforts for the soldiers. She insisted on
personally presenting every article, and
she had a word of chcer and encourage-
ment to go with each gift.

“In the villages the queen showed en-
tire disregard for the dangers of jinfee-
tion. Houses where typhus vietims lay il}
she entered withont hesitation, Jdospite
the protests and cxpostulutions of the lo-
cal prefect and of her own physician,
who accompanied her. Often she insisted
on sitting down by the bedside of a
stricken peasant woman or child and min-
istering personally to the patient.

¢‘Jt was wonderful to sce how she
eluded and overcame the carefu! arrange-
ments of the local prefests for shepherd-
ing her through their districts. It was
natdiral that cach prefect should be
anxious to persuade the queen that con-
ditions were batter thun the average. and
with this end in view he had usually ar-
ranged for calls at six or seven of the
best houses in the village. But the qucen
would wave this program aside and,
pointing to some miserable hovel, would -
say, ‘It looks to me as if the people in
that house needed help. Let us yo there.” '’

Apother act in the life of this brilliant
and fascinating weman, who ‘‘is every
inch a queen,”” is closed.  As the curtain
sings down we see hor fSeciny with her
danghter iroin the kingdom where she
foved and was foved. Sounds of riot and
disorder come from beyond the footlights.
Are ther pursuing her berond the con-
fines of the border? Will they welecome
her back to them? Or have they forever

washed their hamds of the royal family
who ruled over them in these faraway .~
.
"
H
A : bR
Back to Abraham’s
I Mesapotamia. passed over or at
least near the ancient city of Ur-—
much as"jt was there ihat Abrabam was
born and zretw up. and ihence thdt he de-
journey ia Palestine that was dostined to
e so productive of important evenis for

days before the world war? :
L]
HE British, on their advance in
a most interesting town, to be sure, inas-
paried with his famiiy and reiationz on 2
the Hebrews,

We are aceustomei to think of the Jaya
i tlhe warly Pharachs ax almost lost ia
cantiqaity. but Er was prehistoric. Eight
or vine thousand years ago that great Chai-
dean ¢ity was 3 seaport on tke shore (or
tear it} te Persian gulf. It traded
with Indix sened alt the then known parrs
of the world.

ol

Today Ur ror what remains of i) s i20
wiles as the crow flies frem: the head of
the Persian gulf. Rarely it has noi moved,
hui the alluvial depasits, earried down by
sivers, have built ect the land, so that the
head of the guid iv no jonger where 13 used
to be. The pusbing southwasd ¢f the shore
line is &pown to have averazed abour a
-ertain distance vearly sinec the time of
Alexander the Great. sa tha: the period
whea Cr wasja 263port can be recerises
with f2ir accuracy, .-

Out of one huge :ouad hus heen dug
the ruies of a pyramidal {ower. which is
regarded by Assyriologisis as the most per-
feet specimen of Babyleniar architectura
kmown. It is built in z series of stages,
tike the Tower of Babel. with a contiau- o
ous flight of bread steps ri
outside. [t originally supports - tegple
—:he great Temple of the M...
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