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Exh. NOe

Def. Doc. # 1523 Translated by
Defense language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE F&AR EAST

PHE UNITED STATES OF LMERICA, et al

-V S -

LRAKI, Sadao, et al

SiHORN DEPOSITION

Deponents ShWLD:, Shigeru

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached shect and 1in

my country I hercby depose

accordance with the procedurc followed 1n

as fOl].OWSo

Circumstances of the Occupation of North

French Indo-China by Japanese Forcese

9 to November 1940 I served &8 Vice Chief of the

-IN, then the Chief of the

1. From October 193

Gepneral Staff under Imperial Frince KAN

General otaff.
2. darly scttlemcnt of the China Incident was the policy Japan

na began to show

ently. &fter the operations 1in Chi

adhered tO consis?

a tcndency for protraction, I went, with the permission of the Chief

and the approval of the War Minister, 10O Hongkong, where 1l held a

secrcet lialson conference for peace among the military representatives

of Japan and China. This conference however snded in vain, and 1in
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consequence it became urgently necessary for us to cut off Chungking
from North French Indo-China and the Burma Road, both of which were the
most important supply routes for Chuhgking. For this purpose the
Japanese Government opened negotiations with the Vichy Regife and the
British Government. As a result of these negotiations it was decided
that the above Road should be closed voluntarily, and in June 1940

a special committee headed by Maj. Gen. NISHIHARA was dispatched to
French Indo-China in order to inspect the conditions at the border,

3. After the closing of the French Indo~China Route, the Chungking
Government steadily gathered its forces along the border of French
Indo-China, and it was feared they mizht enter the French torritory.
These circumstances led Japan to dispatch forces to North French Indo-

China for the defense of that area, As a result of negotiations between

Tokyo and Vichy, an agreement was reached in August 1940 betvieen Foreign

Minister MATSUCKA and ambassador HENRI for the dispatch of Japanese

forces to North French Indo-China. The details of the matter were left

to agreements to be reached at Hanoi between the military representatives
of Jupan and French Indo-China,.

4e The ne.otiation in Hanoi encountered no little difficulties.
By some means, hovever, on l Sept. we succeeded in bringing it to a
point when the agreement was about to be signed. However, an unfortu-
nate event broke out on 5 Septe. The MORIMOTO battalion, on ap=-
proaching the borders for reconnaissance purposes, was informed by the

commander in charge of the French Indo-Chinese border forces, that they

were entering Indo-Chinese territory, whereupon the battalion immediately
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withdrew, However not a shot was exchanged between them. According to
further investigation, it was reportedly not certain, whether the
VORIMOTO battalion had or had not, actually, wandered inte their

territorye.

5. llaking an excuse of this occurrence, the French Indo-Chinese
authorities stiffened their attitude to claim the over-zall denunciation
of the agreement which was about to be signed. The Japancsc, still
desirous of pecceful settlement, resumed further negotiations, but

the French Indo-Chinese authorities. remained uncompromising and we
could hardly rcoch 2 conclusion.
6. 4t that tine the government of French Indo-China hed pledged
their loyalty to the Vichy Government. Neverthelesz we received
inf ormation to the effecet that such was, more or less, dubious. ZEspecially,
the attitude .cn their part to delay, on some pretext or other, the
carrying out of our occupation of Northern French Indo-China, which

had already becn agreced to by the Vichy Government, raiscd some sus-
picion. Thus an Imperial Headquarters finding it necessary to demon-
strate a peremptory attitude with regerd to the agreement in Hanoi,
issued instructions to Mai-Gen NISHIHARA to demand a final answer on the
part of the French Indo-Chinese authorities by noon 22 Sept., However,
the Imperial Headquarters adhered to bringing the agrecment to a
satisfactory close, and was quite desirous of making a peaceful advance.

Should they refuse, we would have to resort to the alternative of

occupation by foree, amd herecupon, orders were given to the Svuth China
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irry to prepare, in advance, for any measures of woar or peacce. +he
foregoing orders issucd by the Imperial Headquarters were to the effect
that if an agrcement was to be reached, we would make a peaccful
advance fror Haiphong in accordance with the said agrecrent; in case

no consent could be obtained by noon 2@Scpt., we should carence
action at midnight on the 22nd, and make our way by force should their
forces offer us resistance. It is reported that this writitcn order

has been burnt and no longcer cxists.,

The Chief of the Gencral Staff Hecadquarters: had sent the Chicf of
Military Operations to direcct this action to be taken by the South China
Lrry and was one which required utmost delicacy ond prudence in handling.

7. MNoon of September 22 was the very noment to decid~s on var or
peace. +rcnzh Indo-Chine maintained an unbending avtitudc. Japan,
being eager to keep peace at all costs, gave way at last. Thus the
agrecment for occupation was finally completed in pcacce Thercfore the
agreerent, which was ‘schedulcd %o be concluded at noon, Was actually
cencluded a fow hours past noolu.
8. The ncws of the conclusion of the agrecment vwoc inzacdiately dis-
pateched to our South Chins Army, and the Uonmandew -an-Vhicf of the
Lryy ordered hie units to set about -peacefu' cecupation, Unf ortunately,
however, by that tirc the forward units ol owr foreces had sorrcneed
actions for frce occupation on @ report thav the agrecment had not yet
been reached at noon, and was advancing through a nountainous

dispersed order. Thesc forward units did not know thav the
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afterwards reached., Therefore at noon, 23 September, they began to
enter French.,Indo-China, a fact which resulted in the deplorable border
nostilities,

9 Thanks to an order from Tokyo and to the adequate remedial mea-
sures taken by General ANDO, Commander-in-Chief of the South China Army,
before the arrival of that order, the hostilities at the border ceased
before entering a serious stage, The Japanese forces returred to French
Indo-China all that they had obtained the hostilities. Thus the matter
was completely settled.

10, According to the agreement, Japanese transports might have
entered the Port of Haiphong under thé guidance of the French Navy, but
as a fighting had taken place on land to the north,an entry into the
port of Haiphong was considered dangerdus. and, for this reason, a
landing was made in safety on the southern coast without provoking any
battle., &t the time of this landing, a unit of Japanese patrol-planes
dropped some bombs in the suburbs of the city of Haiphong due to a mis=-
understanding of Gighals between the commander and his subordinetes.

As to this, reparations were made for damage and thc; comancer was
punished.,

11, The military strength of Japanese troops in Indo-China consisted
of about 1,000 soldiers in all, if I remember rightly. The Japanese
Military Authorities considered it very dangerous to dispatch such a
feeble unit alone to a remote foreign land, but, nevertheless, the

Chief of the General Staff, in consideration of a principle of peaceful
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occupation, dccidcd the least possible military strength that circum-
stanccs would allow,

12. The crossing of the frontier by +the MORILIOTO Battallion and the
occurrcnce of fighting on the border, were much rcgretted by the central
authoritics of Japan, but were nothing but incidental happenings, but
from the vicwpoint of military discipline, the commander of thc battal-
lion, MORIMOTO, and (his regimental coammander were committecd for military
trial and punished, and the two Commanders, namely ANDO and KUNO were
dismissed, and degraded to divisional commanders., Moreover, e€vch among
the central military authorities, the Chief of the Startegi Section who
was in charge of directing the South China Army was transferred.

13. 48 above, the entry into the northern part of French Indo-
China was motivated by the necessity of hastening the scttlement of
the China Incident and that was the reason why the process of entry had
been all the time accompanied by peaceful intentions. That is the
comrission's inspection was first conducted and the entry itsclf was
put into practice as a rcsult of concessions made onthe part of Japan
after reitcrated ncgotiations had been made for morc than two months
with Freneh Indo-China a country not very strong at that timece. 1t was
quite natural therefore that there was employcd only the lecast possible
military strcngth the agreement allowed, and, this, to malifcs? simply

our peaccful intentions. In such a manner, the Japanesec side tried
wholeheartedly to express their sincere desire for peaccful fricndshipe
On this 1l4th day of Lugust, 1947 .

Lt Tokyo.

DEPONENT /s/ S&WLDA, Shigeru (scal)

e




, 8

Def. Doc, # 1523 - Exh. No.

1, hereby certify that the above statement was sworn by the

Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in the presenge of

this witness,

On the same date.

At Tokvo,

Witness: /s/ _KIYOSE, Ichiro (seal)

QATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing.




ERRATA SHEET

Page 1 = Heading - change "occupation of" to "advancing and

stationing of troops in"

Page 4 ~ Para 7 = ,th line "occupation" to"advancement"
Para 8 = 3rd line - "occupation" to "advancement"

oth line - "frec occupation" to "entry"




