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AUTOGRAPE TESTIMONY

Document Mo, 2467

P.W, Former Commander of the First Area Army
of the Kwantng Avmy. General KITA, Seiichi.
From Arril 20 to April 23, 1246,

I, former Commander ¢f the first Area Army cf Kwantung Army, CGeneral
KITA,Seiichi shall state about the prevaration for sei~ure of Manchuria and

the attack against U,S S.R. by Janan,

At the beginring of Showa era, i.e., in 1926, the civil war in China
expanded. This civil wer was caused by the anti-northern exredition oarried
out by Sun-Zun and CEIANG Kai-shelr with the object of unifying and restoring
the national rights of China, If this movement should extond to Manehuria,
the Japanese rights in that urea wsuld be contradicted, The Japenese govern-
ment, therefore, cecided the following measures:

1, That the civil war of Chins ehall not be allowed to extend over
Manchuria,

2. That the influence of Sun-Bun shell not bve allowed to penetrate
into Manchuria,

That the government of CEANG Teuc-lin in Manchuria shall be supnerted
te the utmoet so that he might be able to malke every effort to
prevent the Chinese national liberation .iovement from penet ating
into Manchuria and also to su-press the anti-Japanese sentiment in

Manchuria iteelf,.

“hese political measures of Jupan were decided by the Ministers of War, Navy
and Foreign Affairs and were sanctioned by Prem:aor TANAFA, I myself saw the
ceccuments concerning the asbove decisions at the War Ministry office in July,
127, The then Var Minister was General UGAKI.

In May 1928, the nationelist forces in North Chine smashed the resictance
of UHANG Teuo-lin and drove him into Manchuria. The nationalist movement did
not penetrate into Manchuria, but the anti-Japanese sentiment there gradually
aggravated. TUnder such conditions in China and Manchuris in August 1929, I
was appeinted agsistant Military Attache to the Jananese Embasey in Naning
by the order of the Chief of the Genarel Staff, General KANAYA, and was
aitached to Military Attache, Major-Gen-cral SATG, who wes stationed in
Shanghai, I was annointed to this poet, because I had studied the gensaral
situation in China, the characters and cuctoms of the Chinese vpeople, and the
Chineee language, and also because I had some ac~uaintances among the impor-
tant persons of the Army in the Nanking government., For inetance, I met War
Ministsr General HO Ying-Chin at CETIKTANG in 1927 through one of hie friends
who was working at the Japanese consulate irn Nanking., At that time the
Japanese War Ministry dispatched me for the investigation of the Nanking
Incicent in China, (Japanese residents took refuge in the Nanking Consulate,
whick was attacked by the nationalist force)., I went to CHFN KIANG with the
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object of spying uvon the conditione of the nationalist anti-northern expe-
dition. It was there that I made the acquaintance of HU Ting-Chin, then

the highest commander of the nationelict army in that section. HJ Ying-chin
had formerly studied in the Militavy Acedemy of Japan and was kind to the
Japanese, 2ecrides this perenon, I was on good terms with the vice-chlef

of the Military Administration Section of the Nanking Government, CHEZI-Ti,
Inspector-General of Militery Discinline, Lt. General CE? Ya-wei, Chief of
the Survey Sureau of Army, Lt. General FUANG, MU-sung, and Commander of
Fngineer Corps, Lt.General YANG-Chieh, %ith them I was friends from the

time when we were studants of the Military Staff College in Tokyo, When I
was appointed uassistant Military Attache to the "mbassy, my personal opinion
regarding the Japanese policy in China was taken into consideration in
addition to the above-said conditione, I, of courre, was in accord with this
policy. 3Sefore my departure for Nanking, I received the following instructions
from the Chief of the General Staff, General EKANAYA:

1. Mo spy upon the military strength of the Central Army of the Nanking
Government,

2, To collect data regarding the national liberation movement originated
by the Nationalist party, to pay epecial attention to the trend of
e-paneion of this movement into Manchuria, and to make efforts to
prevent it from penetrating into Manchuria,

2, To form friencs among the military circles of the Nunking Government
to facilitate execution of my duties,

I received the eame instructions from the military attache to the
Exbagsy, Major-General SATO in Shanghai, who directed me further on the day
that I was dispatched to Nenking, to pav attention to the situation of mili-
tary administration of the Nanking Government, After my arrival in Nanking,

I established contact with: the atove-mentioned militery authorities of the
Nanking Goverrment and I carried out my duties zs instructed, Asicde from

the above, I took charge of the intelligence work pertalning to Military
Administration, I executed this worlk through connections with important
persons in the Nanking Covernment and by the utilization of secret agents,

The situnation in China at thet time can be said to have facilitated intelli-
gence work -- the segregation of society due to the clivil war, the confronta-
tion of the Chinese militery cliquer, the existence of anti-governuent elements
and 80 or, We could easily fulfill whatever requirements concerning intelll-
gence under such circumetances. I succeeded in forming somewhat better rela~-
tionship with the military suthorities of the Nanking Gavernment, but the
situation in Manchuris at that time was aggravated day by day by unti-Japanese
movement which caused many incidents, Not long before the Manchurian Incicent
in 1931, a Jupenese captain whose name was NAKAMURA was killed on a road in
FSINGAN LING near Solon, Captain NAKAMUEA was one of the staff officers of
the General Staff, The General Staff had dispatched him to attend to the
intelligence work in the neighborhood of ESING AW LING, After my arrival as
Chief ‘of the second section of the Feadquarters of EKwantung Army, im 1932, I
heard from many people working at the headguarters of the Ewantung Army that
the said NAKAMURA was dispatched with the cbject o invertigating the roads
in ESIFG AF LING and I am convinced of the statements beirg true,
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I think I cen safely say concerning the Jananese praparation for the
occupation of Manchvria that the fact that Japer haa long besu covetouy of
Menchuria could he ftestifled by the ceoditicn before ihe Manchurian Incident
and by varions ollnr utiantions theve, Jenan wenled w0 have military” Lases
in ifanchuria for tas exscation of ogeressive plana urainst Soviet Ruzsia. The
construction of sirailczic Tailvey 15=a3 in Joraa such eo tae Seoul-Fumsn
line, the Ranan lline, and tne "uipn-dakdan lline wae carried out with the
game objective. T2 vealize this cherishod plan some proper historlcal
time had to he clicEan. mne yoer of 1331 atforded 2 rood opnortunity, hecause
countries which had interests in Menzhasis, for inztence, China and Soviet
Russia were absorved in their own affairg end conld net afford to direct
their attentions to Hanchuria, the former teinz ebsorhed in civil war, and
the latter, in the {five-ysar natinnal construction progrem. Jdepan, taking
all these fects into considersiioa, incr zaged the ezpeditionary ferces in
Manchurie on Sem%. 18 132J%. ™o sction resulted in the occupaticn of the
vhole of lianchuvria. Followingthe pocunesion, Jenan set to work on the
gstablishment of lLianchukuc. The=a yeoe tio opiaions-—one wase Lo nlece
Menchuris under Citaaze administratlon with certein numbsr of Japenese alviser:
in the Manchurisn geovernmeld, the other wae to form en indenendent monsrchicel
stete, llenchukuo, and to keep the reel pewer of the country in the hands of
Jepan. The l=tter plap was advoc=tsd Wy Lt. Col. ISEIARA and Col. ITACAKT
who were =t the needquarters of Ihantung sruy, and wee supported by Gen. ARAI]
In accordence with the latter prosram, =11 the ministsrs of the cabinet were
saelected from rmong the Manchuriane, and the positions of vice-ministers
were filled by Jezpanese subjecis. Moreover, it wee decided that some
Janenese officiale ghould serve in veriouns Manchurian covernment officoae.
Such = nolicy eggrevated the anti-Jdmpenese sentiment among the Manchurlan
people, and caused the increase of anti-Japsnaze tToops which had actively
resisted the Jenanese forces in “enchuris, In this connection Kwantuag
Army made it thelr primery taglk to annihilate ell the anti-Japanese glaments
either by subjudzatin~ tism or by edvising thair alleziencs by meens of
propazenda. Mejor puniiive exmeiitiona were carried out around the cities
of Barhin, Chinchow, snd in the vicinity of TIYE DI LA0, The purcuit of
the armies of 1A Chan-ghan and LI-Tu =nd the subjugation of Jehol wers 7180
punitive camnaisms. Those milftaesy onerstions were divected by the Chief
of the Staff Lt. Gen, MIYAKE and ILt. Gean, X0IS0 whend Cenorals Honjo == Muto
were compandere of the Kwanturg A3 These punitive operations ceused the
innoecent !’=nchurian wivilians enormous dsmage and brousht many of them to
bankruntcy. @ cannot but definitelr admit that such sperations caused the
dis-eraion of the peonle, dostruciion of houses, loss of praperties and such
like. Owins to the number of ysare thet heve slepsed I do not remember well
the smount and scome of losses and dameze ceused by these oneratloms, but
I ecannot but recoenize the fact for seven lons years varfare was conducted
at 2 considerable eccrifice on the ~art of the Chinese people, During the
neriod when I served at tha headquarters of the hesdquarters of the wantung
irmy as Chief of the secoud gection, the subjugation nlans and measures were
formed in the head~uarters of the Jwantung Army by Col. SAITO and Lt. Col.
7D0. Thoee officers vho directly commanded the exyeditions are as follows:!

1. EZarbin cnd the vicianity of LIRIn ths 10th Pivision
(Commender, Lt. Gen. HIROSE)

2. The vicinity of Chinchow end Jehol the 8th Divie on
(Commander, Lt. Gen. “ISKI). IMT 480 9
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5« The Province of INILUNCALANG and the vielnicvy of CAI™H HLERH
the 1lhith Division (Cowmardsr, Lit. Gen, LATSOKT, later succeeded
by Lt. General HATA, Shinroku,

L, Vicinity of Jehol, the 6th Division (Cormander, Lbt.Gen.SAILUOTO)

Mixed brigade (Commander, Maj. Ge. HATTORI)

A part of the above-mentioned divisions simultaneously launched
a punitive campaign in anothnor area, The operations in Jeohol was
directly commanded by the commamler of Iwantung Army General MUTO and I
also participated in the Jehol operations, I, as chief of the second
section, presonted to the chief of staff of Krantung Army the data of
intelligence concerning both the doings and movements of #he anti-Japanese
troops; and the districts wnose population was imbucd with enti-Japanese
sentiments, Then the first scetion made the subjugation plan based on
my reports, In the spring of 1934 a large scale military operation was
carried out in the vicinity of TU LUNG SiAlN, south of CHIA MU SSU, The
operation was carricd out to subjurate the Manchurian units which, being
dissatisfied with the purschase of Manchurian possesscd land by the Manchurian
Development (ompany of Japan, rovolicd and attacked the Jopanvse forces with
the result of annihilating the whole strength of a company and killing the
regimental comnander, Coloncl IIZUKA. JIn order to suppress the rioters in
the vioinity of TU LUNG SH.AN, the Japancse ermy scnt & large number of
forces there, Bestirred by the rctalintive sentiment proveksed by the
death of their ovn rezimental Comrunder (ol, IIZUKL, they caused enormous
damages to the Mpnchurion residents, This fighting was directed by the
chief of staff Col. K/NO of the 10th Divieion (Commanded by Lie Gen,HIROSE).
The responsibility for these subjugation campaigns in gensral carried out
by Xwantung Jrmy in Mgnchuria during the period from 1931 to 1956 should
be borne by the then commanders of Kwantuhg Army-=Generals HONJO, MUTO,
HISHIKARI, MINLMy® end UEDA. &b tho same time in 1933 Jupan began to take
measures to oxpel from Minchuria the influence of Soviet Russia which
at that time confined itself to the management of the Chinese Eastern
Rilway, With this object in visw, the Jopanese put various kinds of
pressure upon the railway and its employees, These machinatlons were
chisfly made by the head of military Special Service in Harbin, Maj, Gen.
KO, TSUR/RA, the Ropresentatiyve of the South lhnohuria Rly, Company in
Barbin, Dircotor UsLMI and other agents, they were all under the
dirsction of Col, HARADA, ohief of the third seotion of headquarters, I
sannot flatly deny the fect that Japan made use of agitators in the
thinese Tastern RLys. in order to expel the influcnce of Soviet Rusasia from
Manchuria or that Japen utilized some bandita to disturb the railvay adminis-
tration as nell es to bring pressurc to bear upon its employecs, But
at that time, not only the business of the Chinese Eastern Rlys, but
nlso thoae of gll other railvays throughout Minchuris werec disturbed by
mnﬂitﬂq

In 1935 Japan, by resorting to every possible means, induced
Soviet Russie to scll the right and interest of the Chinese Eastern Rlys,
After that Jammn gradually cnlarged her preparation for military bases in
Manchuria for vwar against Soviet Russia., Along with it, the building
of fortresses in ten arcas, the establishment of 200 airfieslds of all sizes,
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2o ccnetructizn of railweys oxteonding 9,000 kilometeors, the construction
af TUERTE hnrber, the constructiosn of corr'n...n:'.r.e tion0 Aand roade, the os--
tablishmert of mazition faztoriaa ele., ware cavried out. Moet of *hoce
cergiructlon works woro executed in accordencc with the plens prepared dy
the General Staff of the Japarese Governmont the Military Affairs Burosu
0l the Var Ministry. Tho Zwentvng Arny tonk the followlng moasuwes in
order to carry cul thesc plans, the insiructions of the General Staff,
and requceits made by myself,

Iho fortificution devartment to build fortresses.

Iha glir force units to Hutld ain-fielés,

Tro Manehirlan vivil Zogirearing Bureau to "mild military roads.
The Menchurion Telogroph end Telonlicau Compeny to ceitrbiish
comrnu..cnLicne,

The coue 'l'...'ucw o.1 of hartore and railways shell be catrusted to
toe Sout Mawchwria Rly Sompany.

1o merm ilan deacy Irdattry Comeany shnall be founded for
the est=biichment s~1:d manngoment of mani%ion fectories.

The Japrreso avthorities, either purchassd at low prices by
compulsion ihe lsnd owned oy Monchurinns oy forzcd thom to remove to oiher
places for the szke of thesc censtruction works and for 420 setilomont of
Jepenose immigreave, end therety proveked iniunece dissetiafection among
taec Menchurirn peoorle. In addition, the Jananvse atherities emtehlished the
syetom of compulscry labor to conscript Faachurians for militery construction
works. The conscripted latoTers received lower wagos than the frona laborers
to the detrirment of their welfare, Mcreover, the btad coudiftion of housing,
sanitation and eupply, the dcfective manngement Ty tho Japanage and so on
rosulted in the death of many laborers firom slclcieas, In 1944, for instance,
ancur 20,000 Mrpemir'an ladorere were awpleved for 4ke conetimiction of
fortroeses in the nel “glioorinad of H3[EZ LW LiNC and the rumber of those who
died from iilaowes meanted to 500, The former chiefs of s4aff of the Kwan-
tung Army, Lt. CGon, HATA =nd Goneral TUSHIROKU ezxnlained to mo that therec
wero caace of death reportod from other diatricts but they did not tell me
the numbor of the dead lsborers, The toi«l nvmber of Manchurian laborers
conseripted by Kwantung Army ancunted to 120,000 er 130,000,

Those who were responsitle for the sirongthening of Manchuria as
nilitary Vascs against Soviet Rusria sinee tho Merchurimn Incideout in 1931
are Jepeaiiede Promier, IWUKAZ, LONCE, and Gunaral 10-0C: vananggs War Ministore,
Gemorels AEQM., STCITANA snd TWJO; Chiefe of the Genoral staff, Generals
KAFAYA ) Princeo KAN-IT, SUGIVAMA and TOJO: Commarders of the Kwantung
Army, Goncrals ECIUCO, BEISHIVARI, MITANI, USLA anit UMEZU, and those membors
of tho Haadqua:t.mﬁ of the Iwantung Army to whom I referrcd to in thise
testimeny, n Avguet of 1932 I yas troncforred to the position of Caiof
0of the China suction the General Statf, Tra thon chief of the General
Staff was Prince Ku¥.IF, Deouty “hiof, Lt. Gen. STSIYAMA (la%er Gonoral):
Chiof of tho 1st dopartment, Maj. Can. SUZUEI (leter Lt. Gen.): chisf of
the 20d Demertmeny, Maj. Gm. 1S0TA ‘later 4. Gon.), and chiof of the
Zrl Gapartment, Moj, Gen. YSELRG.EU {(iator General). The work of the
Chine scction wua the adjustmont =nd Jjudgment of the intelligence pertaining
to Caina and the investigetion of teopugrepny for miiitary PUTLORES., The
section conctitutoed of two grovps, that is, the Chine group (chiof, Lt.
Col, ITSTMOIC) and the geography grcup (chief Lt. Col. WACEI), with fomr
or five officers being attached to cach of thom. The work was oxecutoed
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by studyias end nutting tozether 2ll the intelligence 2nd documents

from the Koroa irny, Temtans Army, Ticntain Armv and Formoss. Arrye

from the militusy otbtoclhine ~rd officers ciationod in the verous countries,
espoeirlly from tue eitache at thy Erhessy in Chine and officors stationod
in Peking, Teinsn, end Cantor, tosethor with those from the Navy end
Foreisn Mininta:s. while I was in tha® post, the enti-Jepanese sentiment
in China prouunlly incracsed and sproad owinz to the Monemurian Incicdent,
but nothing serious i~pponad., At thet tine & plan for strensthening the
forces in Mancmri: wes Surtherod and in 1936 tho progren to increase
Kwantung Army co tcvr divisionn, fiva railwey cuard units (cach fivo battalionr
and four frontier rarxisons, wrr Zealizad,

In 1944 $ho Coneral Strff =rve Kwantung srmy instructions per-
teining to the bullding of “ertrcsses. In this connection inveatigetion
hsd alrondy benn nndo since ahout 1935,

Tho anti-Comintera Pret amons Jopen, Germnny, anéd itely:

In 193€ the enti-Comintern Puoct wes consludoed anong Japan, Germany
end Itely. DNogotiationes relative to this pact had nlready been in progress
gince ~utumn 19076 Detween the military atteche to the Emhassy in Germany,
Lt. Gon. OSHIMA, and the Gormen government autheritier. Since then through
tho efforte of Military Attache OHSFIMA its conclusion was Tenched., It is
not clerr who, smong the impertenat sovernmental officiasls in Tolyo supnorted
this measure , but I, as well as other porsons claarly racognized the fact
that the evpoarnnce of this pret, whase nctuvre was provocative to Soviet
Euseia, brousht an 111 effect on She diplewatic rclations between the two
countries. In Japea this onti-Comintern Paszt wns ueed to unify tho
Netionzl thousht messinet Soviet Ruasie. Frrery possible ofFort wns mado to
instizate the peonle that wo had tc fight to—tho utmist against the Comrmnistis
politice of Soviect Fuseiz, and tret it sce lgcossnry to dissolve tho PA LU
Lrpyy of Chine, ote, This wret rosulted in stronsthening Japenese nationsel
epiritual properation for wrr ageinst Soviet Runeln =2nd also in the inter—
feronco in the internal administrotion of Chine.

The deys when I was the Militsry Attache to tho Embassy in Chinat

In April 1936, lwnvins heen oppointed the Military Attsche to the
dmbasey in Chinn, I roported to Shanghei., Baefcre this, the Porelgn Minister
of the Tolyra Government, considerins the fact t'at tho Sino-Japanosc relation
wa@ bocoming morc aeri‘us, lnd newly erpointed Ambeesador KAWAGOE to China.
The probleme to be solved by the Lmbensador were as follows!

1, Chine ehcll connive the Jnprnose rizhts in li~nchurin, that is
to soy, Chine shrll) pretend not t¢ notice the occupation of
Morchuria by Jopan,

China shell supproes rovemonts which aro anti-Japencse end
waich ere insultins to Japanesc, Both countries shell co-
overate economically,
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3¢ OChina shall conperats with Japcn in anti-Comin%ern activities,

T4t ey bt a3 Lle eLircasatbion Tor the aroTo orxr2¢ conditions
oW o pa JUCe Uhdina eeoniciie ¢nd technieal aid, «utbough in Juae 1375,
Aubacsador KAW.GOE began negotiations with the Nanking Governm~=nt on these
problems, the Nanking Goverrnment did not agree and the negotiations were

suspended, The Nanking Government made the following anrTars as to the
proposals offered by Japan.

ls China will not officially recognize lanchukuo, but will
connive the situation in )Anchuria,

2e China herself will resist oamunism, Mterially speaking,
China is fighting against thz ® In drmy, But she cannot
promise Jepan that she will cooperate egainst Communism
lest it should agiravate diplomatic relations with Soviet
Russia,

The Chinese Government cannot suppress the ‘anti-

Japancsc movements in China by its own power as it represents
the scntiment of the whole Chinesc people, and not sentiment
of an individual,

The Nanking Government continued to maintain this opinion till
the last moment, end brought about the Sino-Jepanese wor in 1957« Befare
my departure for Shanghai as Military Jttache to the Umbessy in China, I
receeived from the Deputy Chief of tho Staff, Lt. Gen, NISHIO instructions,
the important points of which werc as Tfollowsy; "I shell collect intelligence
regarding tho politieal trond of the Nanking Covernment, cspecially the
military situation and at the smme Lims co-opcrate with dmbassador KAWAGOR
to adjust the diplomatic relavions bosmsen both countries," I went from
time to time to Nanking wnd saw the 4ubassador, However, rslations with
Caina beceme serious day by doy and at last an incident broke out when,
in July 1937, Japanese troops stationed in the suburbs of Peking on
boneuver wore Iirod upon by the Chinese, Japan strived to solve the
problem on thc spot but did not suceced, Japan leter announced in the press
and to the diplomatiec roepresentetives thet she would not recognize CHIJIG
Kai-shek's Government and would attack to punish the Chinese troops, In
August 1937 the Japanese landing party (Navy) collided with the Chinese
forces near Shanghai, This incident formed the second stage of the
gradually expanding Sino-Japanese Wer.

The period when I was tho Chief of the Special Service Sesction
and tie Chief of the Jiaison Scetion of the China APfairs
Boerd (Xo=/i-In),

In «wugust 1937 at the time of the expansion of the Sino-Japanese
#er the North China Area Lrmy :as established in Feking, .t the same time,
I Wvas appointcd Chief of the Special Service Section of the Jrmy and
reported to my new post in Poking, I vas appointed to that post by
war Minister Gene SUGIYAMi. The duties of the Special Sorvice Seetion
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vere to execute the work of Militery esAminictration, end the actual work
was to Japanize the occunied areain China, i.e. to establish a zovernment
as a guiding organ of politics, economics and culturce. I nmade the
following bureaux in the Special Service Section.

. l. General Affairs Burecau——in charge of political metters.
2. First Economic Bureau--in charge of finance and economy.
3. Second Economic Buresu--in charge of traffic and industries.
4, Culture Burean--in charge of cducation and culture.

Experts vere sent to the Snmecial Service Section from various
devartments of the Jananese zovernment and in order to establich & Plaen
for managing adrinistration end econony in the occupied areas in China at
thet time. An important meacure, vhich I took in North China while I
was chief of the Speciesl Service Section, was the establishment of & regine
in North China with Wang Ko-min, a nro-Japanese at its head. He was formerly
a finance ninister, but I do not remember in vhat regime, Jap-nese re-
presentatives were employed as advisers in the Vang Ko-min resime. As one
of the ad¥iscrs I {ook direct cherge of poliiticel affairs. The nthers were
econorlc adviser HIRAC Hachisaburo, ad=inistrative sdvicer YUSAWA Michio, and
legal adviser CDATE Shigec. These three were not military men, The
principle of the advisers wes to cerry out the poliocies of the Jarancae
government in the pctivities and omeretions of the Wans Ko-min regime and /
to cooperete to the fullest extent with Janrnese Military forces in the
war against Ching. In 1939 the Speciel Service Ssction was DISSILVED and
its duties were transferred to the newly orzanized Asia Developnent Board
(Koain). I was avpointed Chief of the North Chinu Lisison Section of the
Asig Develoonent Board, I received this proocintment from tke cahinet,
HIRANUMA was Premier at that time. BOince the hoard was not a rilitery
orgen, I became s civilian official, but =siill rermaining in active service.
1 was mAlso a cmmitteerman on the board. The headquartere of the Asiatic
Devel opment Board was in Tolyo 2nd Prerier EIRMANUMA wes the hsad snd the pre-~
sideni, Vice-presidents vwere Var Minister It. Genzral ITAGAKI, TEE Navy
Minister, the Foreigzn Affaivs Minister and the Finsnce Ministery and therse
were ebout sixiy board membere., The asctual work was not carried out by
the president but by Chief of tbhe Cencral Affairs Bureau YANAGAWA Heisuke,
Since thiz board was not a socinl crg-nization but a purely national
orgenization, civilian officials as wel)l as militery officers could brcome
board mermbers., Ag atated above durine the tine when I was Chiff of the
Lirison Section up until 1940 the plsnnins duty of the Asia Develonment Board
was to Javanize China. I kmow well that such a plen was not to be rponlied
to the other couniriecs which came into the system of greater East Asia, Later,
hovever, unon the bresk of the Japv~-U, 5. wer vhen Jroman occuniad other
countriec in Bast Asia such as Burma, Thailaznd, French Indo-China, the
Phillipine Islands and other islands in the Southern Pacific, the seope of
such activities as those of the Acia Develoopnm:nt Board was greetly expended,
Therefore, so g8 t0 perfom the vlenning duties of i1he board not only in
China tut also in the occunied territores in Greater Eact Azie, o lergzer
and stronger organization bascd on the Asian Develonneni Bcard was reguired.
fonsequently, in the beginning of 1942, the Boerd wes abznrbed by the newly
established Greater Esst Agia Ministry and the duty of thsChief of ths
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Linieon Section of the Borrd was transferred to the ombassies set up in
the various occupied territories. For example therc was General .
YAMADA, the commender of the Xwantung Army as Envoy Extre~ordinary and
Amhnesedor .Plenipotentiary in Manchurie,TANI as Ambassador in a similar
position in the Wang Ching-Weil regime and similar ombaseies in Burma,,
Theiland, French Indo-China, other countrics occupied by Jepan. These
embassies performed the plernning duty of the former Asia Development
Board, that is, thoy Japanized the territories under Japenese occupation.
While I was the Chief of the Special Service Section and the Liaison
Scetion ir Forth Chine, I did much to assure the suitable conditicn of
the strategic overation of our Yorth China Army end to help to strengthen
the military foundation in Monchurisa,

In the summor of 1837, tho Inner Mongolian Garrison Army wes
set up in Kelzan concurrently with the oporations of the North Caina Army,
In August 1937, the Xwantung Army under the command of the Chief of Steff
Lt. General TOJO (later full ceneral) captured Inner Mongolia and ostablished
the Special Service Azeney TOKUMU-KIKAE, sppointins Major Cenersl MATSUI
its chief. Later, when the Mongzolien Army wes esteblished its Commender
was Lt. Goneral HASURUMA, the Special Sorvice Arpency wae chenged into the
Special Sorvice Section (TOKUMU-BU and Mejor Genersl MATSUI remaining as
chief. In Novembor 1937, Mejor Genersl MATSUI gatablished a Jananized
Mongolia-Eesinkiane government heoaded by Prince Te. Japanese advisors
from Manchurie were pleced in this government, The object of our occupetioh
of Inner Monrolie 2nd the esteblishment of a Japmnized jpovornment was the same
as our odbject at the time when we got posscesion of Manchuria, that is to say,
to hold Inrner Mongolia at Javan's command and set up a military basc there
azainst Outer Monsolia, This measure wese carried out at the insistence of
Lt. General TQJO, the then Chief of Steff of the Kwantung Army, »nd the
seme policy was continued by him oven after he became Prime Minister of Japan,
The assigtence which I offered to the measure for the taking of Inner Mongolin
wag in creating in North China a provision for driving out of China and
out of Inner Mongolie the Chinesc forces which opposed our North China Army
thereby fncilitetinz Lt. General TOJO's occupetion of Mongolia. The Japancse
nssets in Inner Monmlia being lacking, Javen did not build fortresses
there a8 sho did in Manchuria but meinteined a force of 50,000 soldiers in
Inner Monrolia until 1941, Ae to the border line troubles at Chang-Ku-Feng
in 1938 end at Nomonhan in 1939, the hoestilitice betwcen Japan and tho Soviet
Russia initisted by Lawless actions of the Japanese Army; end since the details
and the persons responeible for those incidente ere well kmown, I need not
meko any further enswer here,

In March 1940, I was recalled from the position of Chief of the
Liaison Section of the Asiatic Development Board and appointed commander
of the 14th Division in Utsunonuya (Japan). In Scptember 1940, I was
told confidentially by the Chief of the General Staff His Highnces Prince
Kan-in that the 14th Divieion would bde diverted to Manchuria in accordsnce
with a plan to increase the Kwantung Army to 15 divisions., In Octobar 1940,
I arrived at Chichihaorh with my division. Since such an increase in
strength wos not nocessary for defense of order in Manchuria it was in
vroperation for Japancse operations asainst the Soviet Ruseia.
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When I was in Chichihaerh with the division in 1940, I received
pocret instructions from tho commandor of the 6th Army to the effect that
tho officers of the 14th Division wore reguested to bo thoroushly femiliar
with the topogrephy in the vicinity of Hairacrh, as the division would be
employod on the Hairaorh plein in cese of the outbreak of war; and also
that trainin~ should be carried out 8o 28 to be chiefly capeable of gustaincd
defense ageinst tho well-ecquippod Russian forces, Moreover, the 6th Army
in Hairsorh exocutod mep strategic mancuvers in the vicinity of Hairacch twico
in 1940, by way of studying the operation agsinst Soviet Russia. I and my
ataff participated in these and I stressing combat with Soviet Russia
trained my subordinstos.

Aftor the outbreoak of war botween Germany and Russia in 1941,
the Genersl Staff Headguarters heavily incressed the Kwantung Army by
sending troops, horsos and guns from Jepan in order to strongthen the
oreparation for the operrtions a5ainst Russie. This increase was exocuted
in sccordence with e plan kiown as "Ken -Toku-En" (Kwantung Army Special
Manouvers). The emount of troops and ordnence of tho Kwantung Army
reached the mexirmm 1limit unmder the plan of tho summer of 1941, First of =all,
two frosh divisions wore scont from Japan and added to the thirteen
divieione already there. Besides this, each division was increased by
5,000 persomnel and 3,500 horses. Consequently, the Kwentung Army
which, before the "Ken-Toku-En" consisted of:

| 13 AIWI0L0NB s asriseins i Gread AP 195,000 men
| 2 tank divisionB.cccccccieanen tressssead0,000 men & 400 tanks
| AIR L LOTOBE o tanesin e d’s sisivs han Ehjo ceseeed,000 mon & 1,000 planes

Border suards (28 bettalions).........19,000 men

Railway puards (5 wnite)....coocu.eon.. .17,500 men

RERY L OGO o s o b SN Ay &I -5 2 Ko Ry 100,000 men

Potdi S ety o s e nesi s e . .386,00
(horses)..... T adeaele .. 40,000

It now posscssed 600,000 men and 80,000 horsce due to the increase
made by the "Ken-Tolm-En" plan. As for guns, the 14th Division undor my
command had the increased number of 48 while the number previously was 36,
It may be considered that similar increases were mede in other divieions.

When the increase was put into effect, the Imperial Feadquaerters
igsuod an order to hasten preparaticne for the operations against Soviet
Russia. This ordor wes issued in tho latter part of June 1941, but I
did not read it, end I do not know its number, as I sirply heard of it from
a man in the sorvice of the Xwantung Army., At that time I received no other
order except an instruction from the Commender of the 6th Army to which my
14th Division belonged. However, the Commander of the 6th Army ordered the
2%2rd Division at Hairaerh to build field fortifications on the heights
cast of Hairaorh in order to quickly prepare for the operation. 4ll the
conditione in Kwentung Arny during the summer of 1941 were of such A naturo
as to haston preparations for a war apainst Russia. But, at that time,
the Japancee forcee had invaded and occupied French Indo-China. This
caused 2 sudden tension in the Jep-Americen relations, making tho situation
scute end, 28 a consequence, Japan was pleced at a croesroad. That is to
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sny, the Japenasc Covornment did not know whother she should open & war first
against the Soviet Russia or against America. The folllwing three items were

decided 2t an Imporial Council in Tokyo in June 1941:

(1) To #o on independently with no opinions end policiecs of our
own as regerds the Busso-German War.

(2) To prepare for the operations in the South.
(3) To keep peace with Russia on the borders.

Tut at this timo, too, Japan suddenly irritated Russia by contimnuing
the reinforcements of Kwantung Army based on the "Kan-Teku-En" plen. I was
appointed to the Commender of the 6th Army in October 1941, and soon after

that I was celled to the Kwentuns Army Heedquartors together with other
commonders. At that time, the commander of the Kwantung Army General Limezu

zave individually to each army commander inetructions as regards the duties
of the war-time armios. I received tho following inetructions for the
6th Army: 4t tha outbreak of war the 6th Army should firmly hold the
positions in Hairserh and its adjacent key-voints, and plan for sustained
defonce. One division shall be added to tho 6th Army after oae month,
Gonoral LIMEZU however, did not indicate to mo the duration of time for
the sustained defense and the time for opening the war. I was only in-
structod to maintein the positiohs-in ' FAlracrh for a long period of time.

In eccordance with the duty given me, I reinforced the forti-
ficetions already built by the 23rd Divieion on the heichts erst of Halraerh
and strengthened the onerational preparstions; and at the seme time stored
enougzh ammunition and fuod supplies for six monthe noar Heireerh. In June
1942 at Chichihacrh, when the Second Area Army, to which the 6th Army belonges
was set up, its Commandor Lt. General ANAMI Korechikas axplained to no the
object of establishinz the Second Arem Army and its present duty aes well as
the present end future duties of the 6th Army under my commend, In this
explanation I was informed of the proparations for attackinz Soviet Russis,
which had been underway in the Kwantung Army in accordance with the stratoglc
pian kmown by tho nocfof neno™7a plen "Bt (Oteu"), which wae decided at
Ganorsl Staff Hemdguarters . Troope, horses, puns and ammunition were
gent to the Kwantung Army from Japan end China according to the "Kan-Toku-En"
plan, which was preparation for a part of the genersl stratecic plan lmown as
"No. B". Lt. Genersl ANAMI further indiceted to me that, since the 6th Army
was poins to assume the offense at the third stage of the operations, I shouls
make necessary investigation and preparation for it. Fg further expleined
the stratesie plen which should bo followed by main force of the Second Arsa
Army at the second stage, The dotaile will be given later. The offensive
movemont at the first stage in the area of Maritime Province was %o be carriel
out by the First Area Army according to the Stratezic Plen "B", I was told
about the plen of the First Area Army for the offensive operation by the for-
mer Commander of the First Area Army General YAMASHITA at Tokyo in October
1944 when his duties were transferred to me. This same operation was
explainod to0 me in more detail by the Chief of Staff Lt. General SHIDEI
when I took over my dutics as Commander of tho First Arca Army. in Mutanchiang




_———— e — . ————— - - - S —————
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Thug I was fully informed of the progress of the preparations
and offonsive opersrtion of tha First and Second Area Armics of tho
Xwantunz Army besed on Plan "B"  Undor this plan the following moasures
wore to be taken.

to Moasures

Heihe District:- In the peace time thore were in this district
two divisions of tho Fourth Army and ono dotachment of borderguards,
Tho Army Ecadquarters was at Sunwu., Beforo the war was oponod against
Sovict Russia the Second Arca Army and N Army were to be sct up at
Tsitsilkar and Heike respcctively. N Army sermed to bo changed to 8th
Army later. This formation wos to bo medo by diverting four divisions
from China and Japan. Consequently tho Socond Aroca Army wes to have
attoinod e strongth of six diviesions beforo the outbreak of war, that is.
Thero were three divisions of the 4th Army a2t Sunwu, two divisions
of 8th Army at Heike and one divieion uncer the diroct control of the
Arca Army. Bosidos, the 6th Army undor the Sccond Arca Army consisting
of the 23d Division and the Arshan dotechmont (shout onn divieion strong)
should be increased by the rddition of another division after the out-
broak of war. Two more divisions were to be sdded in the future.

Maritime Provinea District:- Those stationed in peace time in
this district were three divisions of the Hth Army, three divisions
of the 3rd Army, the 71lst Division at Funchung and one diyision under
the dircct control of the Kwantung Army at Chiamisu--oight divisions
ia 211 together with two tank divisions. In 1941, 20th Arnmy
Hozdquertors was cstrblishoé at Teining end to that army wns given one
division each from the 3rd, =nd 5th Armies, Prior to the outbreak
of war, the lst Aroes Frny Zocdquartora, and the 2nd Army Headquarters
wore to bo set up at Mutanchiang and Chientao respectively according
to Plan B. Eight moro divisions were to be transferred to this district
from Jepen and China, making the Tirst Area Army possess fifteen divisions
and two tank divisions, that is, three divisions and onc tenk division
of the 5th Army, five divisions and one tank division of thc 20th Army,
three divisions of the 3rd Army, two divisione of the 2nd Army and two
divisions under tho diroct control of the First Arer Army. In eddition
there wns one air force arry under the diroet contrrl of the Kwantung
Army Commendor with 1,000 plancs. The Kwantung Army wes expected to
be in the sbove condition on the Testern, Northern and Western fronts
just before the opening of war agrinet the USSR asccording to the Plan L LU

Offonsive Plan:-~ In eccordance with the offonsivo Plan"B" we
oxpacted to soize tho cntire Far Xast ns far ns Baikel in four successivo
steps. In the firat stop the 4th and the N Armies of the Socond
Area Army were to carry out demonstrations on the Russian border near
Sunwn. and Heike, pretending offonsive proparations by occasiionally
shooting into Russian territory. No actual offensive, however, was to
be made. Thus the Red Army was exnocted to be fettered within that
ATOA. Should the Red Army start ~n offeneive it must be checked.

The 6th Army should meintein ites positions at Heilor ~nd Arhshan.
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In case an attack was made by tne Red army from Chita via Manchuria

it mist be checked by keeving thess positions firma, 1In this case, the lst
Area Army in the Maritime Provinces District would act deeizivaly oa the
offensive accoxrding to the following plan;- '

(a) The 5th Army shall advence from Kuling with 3 divisions aad
1 tank division and occupy Iman, and, while securing Iman to the
North with a portion of its force, the main force shall march southvward
to join the battle to be fought by the main force of the First Area
Army near Varoshilov,

(b) Two divisions of the 2nd Army shall advance from Hunchung
break through the border; proceed North through the Nunn District toward
Voroshilov. Its action shall be in concert with the main force of the

Area Army.

(¢) Five divisions and one tank division of the 20th Army shall
go soutf toward Yoroshilov, passing the southe-west side of Iake Hsingkoi,

d) Three divisions of the 3rd Army shall advance from Tunkming
to hidcleo¥o and join the area army's main force there, All these
forces were to press tne Red Armmy et Voroshilov, and part of them, after
seizing Voroshilov, were to cooperate with the Japanese Navy at Yuanshen
to capture Vladivostok by envelopment, This was to erd tho first stage.
Tts chief object was to secure Japan proper and the industrial areas of
Manchuria from the Red Army's air raids from the Meritime Province district,
by entirely occupying the district,

Second Stagzg~ In casd the first stage of the offensive was
successful, the main force of the First Area Army was to advance North-
werd toward Habarovska along the railroad, leaving part of the Army in
$he Mpritime Province to maintain the occupied area, The division
stationed at Chimmusu would occupy the positions facing Ieninsk to
protect the wings of the First and Second Jrmies in the viecinity. At
this time the 4th and the N Jrmies of the Second Area Army would
cooperate with the First Area Army and commence an of fensive operation
from Heike and its vicinity; cross the /mur; seize Blagoveshchenc
Kulbishevka and Svobodny and cut off the Siberian Railway. One part
of the foroes were to defend the West and the main force waa to move
eastward along the railway line to Habarovsk, Then the First and the
Second Area Jrmies were to cooperate in attacking in a deoisive battle
the Red Army from both sides and occupy Khabarovsk, This was to come
plete the second stage.

Third Stages~ After the occupation of Khabarovsk the Second
Area Army would immediately turn westward to make mreparations for the
reinforecemonts necessary for the future offensive operations upon the
Zabaikalyec, 4t this time the 6th Army et Hailar was to be reinforced
reising i1ts strength to four divisions which were to prepare to advance
the attack, 1n the Maritime Province the First Area Army was to
seoure the important districts and the rear of the Second Area JArmy,
The main foree of the Second Area Army would turn West after camploting
preparations and commence the advance to Chita along the railway,
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A8 goon as the Second drea Army's main force reached Mogacha, the 6th
Army | immediately to start the attack by breaking through the border
near and Minohuria, And the 6th Army was to act in cooperation
with the Secbnd Area Army's main force and advance to Caita and its
southern arca, On seizing Chita and its vicinity, the Sccond Area Army
was to secure important districts in the West; and thus the operation
of the third stage was to come to a close, -

Tn the fourth stage it was planned to continue the offensive until
the Zabarkalye as far as Iake Baikal was seized} But I do not know about
the offensive plan of the fourth stagei

operations Regarding Outer Mongolia} - In the third stage, at the
same time as the commencement of the advance of the 6th Arnmy, the
isrhshan Detachment (approximately one division) vas to have been brought
under the dircet control of the Second Area Jrmy to combine with and take
command of the hbngolian force in Manchuria (approximately one division)
and advance to Chita from Jrhshan via Tampsakbulak, Baintumen and Ulan-
Ofasomon, 'I'his unit would cover the right wing of the Sscond Area Jrmy by
marching through the castern part of Outer Mpngolia.

Mpintaining coordination of all Military Operations the Imperial
Headquartors was to transfer one mechanized army group from North China
and to have it begin strategic operations from Kalgan toward Ulen-Bator.
But T am not able to explain the plan for the future development of the
offensive action since I don't know it, The general outline of the
offensive plan against Soviet Russia is as above, This plan for the
offensive operation against the Soviet Union in 1942 was set up by the
General Staff and the Kwantung Army; it was revised every year thereafter,
This plan for Japanese military measures existed till around the middle
of 194, Since Japan faced difficult conditions in the battle field
of Greater East Asia War, she could not carry out this plan, 7This
hand-tritten testimony is confirmed by my signature,

-General Kita Seiichi
Ix-Commamer of the First Area Army

Kwantung Army

Interrogatars Lt. Colonel Darovyankin

Interpreter 3§ Shehebenkov
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CERTIFIOATE

I, Lt. Colonel _TARANENKO G. I. ,

a. member of the military forces of the U.S.S5.R., do hereby certify

that 22 pages of a photosgtat of the testimony of the Japanese
prisoner of war general Kita Seiichi, written by him in Japanese on
ROCLIEGO-2S WS L e 5 =

was delivered to me by the Prosecutor of the Khabarovgk Region of the
U.S.S.R.

— B i

on or about June 27, 1946 , and that the original of the said

document may be found in the files of the Prosecutor's Office of the

Khabarovek Region.

I do further certify

Lt. Col. TARANENKO
(Signature and rank.)

Tokyo, Japan

September 26 , 1946.
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