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DON’T LAUGH

Don’t laugh!

That may seem sirange advice to give. Nearly everybody
will tell you what a tonic! laughter can be; how it; in its turn, can
make for merriment and happiness in others.

Why, then, do I say “Don’t laugh’’?,

Because there arc different kinds of laughter. Laughter can
be soothing ; laughter can be rousing,?.and laughter can be cruel.

I know, for it has nearly broken the heart of a man who came
to sce me some time ago. He had an'idea for making boots and
shoes that wouldn’t *wear out.? I'm not going to tell you what it
was, for-that's his secret at present. |

But he had mentioned it to several of his friends, and they had.
all clapped him on the back and laughed.at the idea as impossible.

They didn't tell him. he was a fool. That would have made
him want to prove he wasn’'t! They laughed, and it made him
blush* a little for shame, and determined him to put his idea down
in the dark cellars® of his mind where it might lie forgotten for
- ever—or until someone else had the same idea and *'‘got away
with it.’ '8 |

Yet why should he blush for shame? And what is such
laughter worth ?’

Did not folks laugh at the man who first walked out with an
umbrella? - Did not folks laugh at *General Booth? when he sang
lns ‘hymns in the streets? Did not people laugh at the builders
of the ﬁrst underground railway, saying it was sure to collapse?

1. M 2. WIREY. 3. 8P, AIR. 4. BIRL. 5. cellars ['selez],
w6 RRLEL AR 7. § William Booth, (1829-1912) kA, K

HR. BREEZMEE.
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2 CHUNG HWA ENGLISH FORTNIGHTLY

Yes, they laughed, knowing that few except *the strongest-
minded! can withstand? the laughter of the scoffers® Criticism
they might bear, but not *the laughter of ridicule.4

And yet I wonder how many truly great ideas arelying around
- today, hidden by ordinary thinking men and women like *lights
under a. bushel,® because they are afraid of the laughter with
which they might be greeted?

And so often this laughter is based:on nothing but prejudice,s
or even an inability to grasp the possibilities in an idea or invention.

Ask the laughers for criticism, and mostly they will just say
that the idea is ‘“impossible.” But that is a word which the
history of the last twenty years'is beginning to rob of much of its
finality.? | |
~ But it’s not only in the big things that laughter *has its way,?
I know a woman who gave away a new dress which she had only
worn twice, because her family didn’t care for it, and used to joke
and laugh about it when she wanted to *put it on.®

My advice to her was: *“Wear it, if you like yourself in it.
Don’t *for goodness’ sake!® be laughed out of it.” -

But she was,!* and has told me many times how much she
regretted it.

Laughter was meant for fun. Don't let it be used, or abused, 2
to force you to hide your aspirations,'? to discard'* the things you
Iove, to change your ideals. |

*Above all,!s don't be guilty of *laughing to scorn.'® That is
an abuse of ofie of life’s greatest gifts and most saving graces.!?

I OHRREMA. 2. AT, #Kk 3. scoffers ['skofez], MEE.
4 W% A% 5. BETHRE. 6. prejudice ['predsudis], MA. 7. &
B—RARGRE. S AN MAHB. 9 B Io (KRB
tﬁZ‘-'F) 17. ==was laughed out of it. 12. M.  13. aspirations
[ymspalreifomz], WM. . 14. discard [dis'ka:d], XK, MR. 15. RPEK.
16. LAEMA. 17 K.
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QUEER KINKS OF GREAT MEN
| By K. W. G.

Probably no one is entirely normal! You and I have our
little mental quirks.! *If we keep them to ourselves? we pass as
rational; but if we exhibit them our friends touch their heads
significantly.3

Celebrities,* l}owever, are permitted to indulge in such things,
which, in their cases, become merely ‘“eccentricities.”

Tolstoy,® the famous Russian writer, became convinced that
he could fly as well as, if not better than, a bird. His friends fail-
ed to deter” him from trying it, and one day he was seen to climb
out of a second-story window, flap® his arms, and make the
attempt. Fortunately, there was a soft flower-bed below, so his
experiment wasn’t fatal.

*Gérard de Nerval,® the French poet, had the same delusion,®
but had sense enough to start his flights from tlhe ground. *In
other ways!! he was not quite so reasonable. Goldfish!? invariably
poked!? their heads out of the water and asked him to descend to
the bottom with them in order to meet the Queen of Sheba.!
He said so himself! |

While his friends were taking their dogs for a walk, De Nerval
used to appear with a *live lobster!® on the end of a lead instead
of the then fashionable poodle.!® If that may be-construed!? as
madness, his reason was rational enough. *“A lobster,” he in-
- formed an inquirer, ‘‘does not bark!”’

- 1. quivks [kwazks], MK, HHMTTH. 2. BERPERSIEMM R,
3. 78R 4 % A. 5. eccentricities-[,eksen’trisitiz], B#¥. 6. $CHIRF
. 7. deter[difta:] Bik. 8. ¥k (), MM. 9. Gérard de Nerval, J{ £ Gérard
~ Labrunie, 1808-1855 fk#&. 10. delusion [di’ljuzssn], 4. 11. AHBFH
. 12, —MetryiMR. 13 MM, 14. Sheba [/[izbo], R ANEE
WREKZE. 15 NN 16 —HERATEAYSHRBNR. 17. ¥R
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*Emile Zola,! the novelist, always counted the lights along
any street in which he walked, while to Dr johnson? *iron rail-
ings® held a fascination. He would run his cane! along them as
he pasced, keeping strict count of their numbers.

*Oliver Cromwell® had his own persounal and imaginary for-
tune-teller. As Oliver told the story, a woman over six fect tall
"appeared regularly in his dreams, informing him that his destiny
was to be the greatest figure in England. And, whatever else the
lady may have been, she wasn’t a bad guesser.

Mozart® also had an imaginary visitor, who used to stand
over him commanding him to compose his own funeral march.
Musicians seem particularly susceptible to queer ideas. Chopin?
could never seem to realise why a fly should cast a shadow—the
sight caused him to indulge in"*spasms of anger.?

Beethoven® always insisted in washing in ice-cold water,
splashing it about to the great detriment!? of the floor and ceiling
below, at the same time beating the water in a loud voice, becaues
it wasn’t warm,

*Edgar Allan Poe,!! the American author, had .an hallucina-
tion!2 which was perhaps reflected in his writing. He thought that
huge vermin'® were always on the point of attacking him while
Destoevski,!* the Russian novelist, was always in deadly fear of
something, but could never define what that something actually was.

Mathematicians have also been very subject to eccentricities,
*Sir Isaac Newton,!s one of the greatest *wizards at figures'® the
world has ever known among them. Sir Isaac, after making a
purchase and recewmg hlﬁ change, would count it again and again,

1. x4, 1840-1902 /K. 2. Samuel Johnson, 1709-1784 ERKFEREK
SR 3. BMF. 4 FH 5 ERKRW, 1500-1658 XPEE. | 6. HX
817561701 MIRAERE. 7. W9, 1800-1840 MMMFRK MK, 8. Apbny
BR. 9 BEH,1770-1827 MEHMHE WK, 10. detriment ['detrimont], .
11. 1809-1849 BSMIFA/MRIERK. 12, hallucination [ha,luzsi’neifon], M
SR, M. . 13. vermin ['vormin], MBS T M. 14. 1821-1881 M@
PRE. 15 48 16 RFNER (HREEK).
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The picture of the world’s greatest mathematican tendering
sixpence for a twopenny article and unable to decide whether the
fourpence he received in change was correct or not is almost
mcredible—but it sometimes took him twenty minutes to check and
re-check his figures.

Pascal,! who was a great writer, theclogian,® and philosopher,
as well as a mathematician, had troubles of a different kind. The
sight of water caused him to suffer convulsions,® in addition to
which he was a confirmed hypochondriac.?

Bralie,® the famous astronomer, fainted if he saw a fox, while
no less a person than King Henry II collapsed in an unconscious
condition whenever a cat entered the Royal presence,

*Lord Roberts® also disliked cats intensely, and could not bear
to be in the same room as one of these animals,

* James VI of Scotland and I of England,” who was so wise in
some ways that he was compared to Solomon,? was one of the most
superstitious® men even in a superstitious age. He was also
slovenly and unking-like in dress, and so timid as to be accused of
cowardice.

So you and I, when we ““just can’t stand’’ something, may not
be so crazy after all. *Anyway, we're in. good company.!®

I. 1623-1662 P REEPK. 2. theologian [gid'londgiian], K.
3. convulsions [kau'val{snz], ##¢. 4. hypochondriac [ haipo’kondrizk’,
E@®%E. 5. Tycho Brahe, 1546-1601 RRKCEEK. 6. 1832-1014, XRS5
WEERH. 7. (1566-1625, FR—HAEZIRIVE, BELL James MBI FHBRE,
XY James XML BESREME). 8 (—EIFTHEEFTHRE) 9 ZHA
AY.  10. SEMRIOT. RPVIEAHSHARIE. FERREBMEL).
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QUIZ

Do editors really use%}ue pencﬂq and if so, why?
Is there any special meaning for wearing rings on different ﬁngers——-
‘apart from the engagement and weeding rings?
What causes white specks on fingernails?
Which is correct, *‘Siam”’ or *“ Thailand’'?
. Can there be sound without an ear to hear it?

(Please turn to page 16)
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thing but a joke. He knew that his
face unfortunately resembled his
uncle’s. But whereas! Samuel des-

pised beauty, and even seemed to

gloat?over hisown and his nephew’s

lack of good looks, Josiah had a

marked preference for beauty.
‘This promise of £5,000 was

effective in quietening the yearn-

ings® of Josiah’s artistic soul—
temporarily, *at all eventst. So
much so that he returned to his

lodgings with the firm resolve to.

1. mwhile. z. gloat [glout], P,

W R 4 BX. NN,

MR,

SKIN DEEP
By J. A. Bunker
L
B OB ¥

“Five thousand pounds, and  [ATHENRE, FLEFR
you won't have to wait until I die ZHURETLUSEIE.. LHE
for the legacy.” said Samuel Click @ eHbwsE R R ENE
to his nephew, Josiah Click. “Find 3. [{ RUEIFRIMEIs— R
a woman as ugly as yourself—marry  gigy 4o A——FRidbEiE—tse
her—and on that day I'll pay up!” g g5 — Kt ioeh 17515 k

Then Samuel Click laughed— A %ﬁw&ﬁ%—ﬁtﬁ'
laguhed as though it were all a 18 75 SALFT SR — (B R AR IR
huge joke. BT, |

o Josiah, however, it was any- .
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3. yearnings {joinipz],
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begin his search for a woman an-

swering to the stipulation' im-
mediately. And that same evening
saw at a fair which happened to
be in the vicinity.

Fortune favoured him from the
start, He wandered up to a
sideshow wlere a crowd had just
emerged from 'a wooden building,
followed by a man in gaudy?
clothes. The /man stood at the
entrance and sounded some -shrill
notes on a trumpet. Then he
began shouting as if he had to be
heard in the next town. |
»“*Roll up!® Roll up! Roll up!
The biggest thrill in creation!
Come in and see the ugliest woman
in the world!

pence! Two pennies to see the
~ ugliest woman ever born! Roll
up! ROLL UP! ROLL UP!”
Josiah rolled up. He rolled up
so quickly that he was the first to

enter.

In the centre of the building was

a large glass cylinder, open at the
top. This was placed on a raised
platforn{, beneath which was a

10 e

The chance of a
- lifetime! The price ig only. tup-

£ B T 7
CEIRIE TR — AR B
kA, ERE L AER
— R T

Wt — TR R RHEE. Mol
FISRAES RS, HEEA
B A HART I, B
A —EEAEEENA. WA
s LRV TR
B AREARID, GAEN
FIR IR AR LA
EAE A LR CT
KBS, SR I R
D £ K. ST R — RO
AREL! RS TR
I - R R MR X

VBRI SOF! S

RSN EAT. MR

e, BN,

BB AR — R A
Wiy, MEARRA—WFE L,

A TR LR

2. gaudy {'go:di], 4kM89. 3. roll up, E LW
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compartment where the ugliest
woman in the world remained,
guarded by a padlocked! door,
during the periods between each
exhition. A rail encircled the
whole structure, and acted as a
barrier? to keep the general public
from getting too close to the exhi-
bit.

Josiah took,up his stand against

this rail, and it was not long before
the place was full to capacity.
The loud-voiced showman entered

and promenaded® round the enclo-

sure inside the rail as he resumed
his shouting, though with slightly
less vigour.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I am
just about to introduce to you the
ugliest woman in the world. Ina
few moments she will be on show.
Her claim to being the ugliest
woman in the world has never
been disputed. And, ladies and
‘gentlemen, we are willing to pay
any person who can prove this is
not the case, the sum of one hund-
red pounds.”

1. SRR T 8.
5.

AFEERIET:, # — R R

&, b RS TR PSR 4

etk IR, B

FFFIREDS I BRAT B RE

R,

2T 52 DR S S (kT i
B, TAHH RIRET A 5
BB BREER, ME
LA TITE, IR XPAMIIR
T, BRI B A A E RS
B

T E TP, RSB G

LR AT, R

AUAERARE. BEEAL
BIURERY K ARBET RN, B

HEEE, WS T

TR, RS B

—ABENSEE.]

2. #i)t%y. 3. promenaded. [\Pro-mi’nd :Idid}. e,
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“ONE HUNDRED POUNDS!”
he repeated, and than paused im-
pressively to allow the generosity
of the offer to soak in.

“Apart from her appearance,
ladies and gentlemen,” he went on,
‘““she is just an ordinary woman,
She eats, drinks, and sleeps the
same as we do.”’

The showman then walked over
to the glass cylinder to where was
situated a gong,! and his voice
rang out with triumphant fervour.?
~“Ladies and gentlemen, the
ugliest woman in the world!"

A crash on the gong and the

lights shot up. From an opening

in the platform the ugliest woman
in the world began torise. A shud-
der went through the assembly.

The woman was clothed ina many} ]

coloured, loose-fitting yarment; but

‘it was the face which held the
attention, for it bulged® with such
distortion as to' render is facial
qualities almost unrecognisable.

Josiah felt that his search was
ended. Marry this creature before

him and five thousand pounds

2 A T 9

CoEwS e ER.
BB TR A CRIBERFT T
3K, AL IEI e RS TR R AT
#.
TE BT P, R A
ot AR F 3, T2 R
—REE LA, BEEER
R, Efs—#.)

4 RS S B b AL
Bl WEECE—ER, N
B A R H K

el E w57 LR Y
# ABFL]

SR, SRR, AP AR
PACIEE, BARS EACHAR A LR
RURA LA . ARET T RS
4 AR AR TR L
KR (DA RE LT
EARET, RSHKINEE

- T CE A SBARURH RILEY

Ak,
ISR R E LIRS
R FEAE R

I. gong (gonl. M- 2. fefvaur ['fan;a],__ mit. 3 'bulgedl [baldsd], B
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yould be his. The artistic soul
within himn revolted! at the idea.
But then, in his humility he could
not imagine any other woman ever
consenting to become his wife.

To. the accompaniment of sighs

of relief from the audience, the

ugliest woman in the world began
to sink back into her retreat,
‘the lights above the glass cylinder
were switched off:;

“This way out!”’ ordered the
showman.

Josiah followed the crowd out

and

-and joined up with those standing
at the entrance.

“Roll up! Roll up!” again
‘began the showman.

A few minutes later, having paid
another two-pence, Josiah was
pressing himself against the rail,
once more listening to the show-
‘man’s preliminary? remarks.

The ugliest woman in the world

did not cause the same feelings of
revulsion® this time. Josiah ex-
perienced an interest in studying
the unusual lines caused by the

BE, B 77 TR BARAY.  PITERY
SR 7.0 SR B R
B RGO AT SR AR
HIIHE & A B IERR 7T
R AR P SRR, B
R RPN & AR F AR
T, BERGEYY _Lauieor th EER
7.

FITREME) R
%

BRI AR, RS
HE G A OYTT S EE R,

I e
MERCT .

Boratk, WRERFAHAS
+, REARESRTES, B

AR EPAERTER AR

KR RN R A
BT AT A TR, #TE
SEEIREEA A B A SR L

 PORBEABEIBTIOIUE, A

1. _r_evblted [ﬁ'vdulﬁd]_, HE B3R " 2, preliminary [pri’liminari], B

. ERIIT.

3. revulsion [ri'valsmn] B2 RN, K&
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apparent haphazard' distribution
of flesh. And after rolling up
each time in response to the trum-
pet’s-eall for several hours, he could
even find a certain beauty of outline
in the freakish? curves and sweeps.?

At midnight the showman an-
nounced the last exhibition for the
day. By this time Josiah had
conceived quite an affection for the
exhibit, and 'inﬂuen'c_ed, no doubt,
by the thought of five thousand
pounds, requested an introduction
from the showman.

“Can’t do that, sir,” replied the
gaudy gentleman, ‘“she is not
allowed to speak to anyone out-
side.”

Determined to marry the ugliest
woman in the world, however, the
following evening saw Josiah rolling
up afresh, and paying twopence
every few minutes for the previlege.

. It was a curious courtship. He

wondered if any man before him
had ever done his courting with
the object of his attentions encased
in glass.

£ 5 ¥ ti
I A A R R, i
BEXEARBFETIG B
SRR TR

BT AN,

BT B PRI T TR
iR, [UEARRENE
ERMEKRER, RRBZH
AP H OB, ML
RWH B

gred TRPTRE oo L
B AR, TR TR REMR
s ABKEER, )

RTALE PO BRER R LR
BRI AREIE T, KL
ARMERX EH K EBEX,
RSB A AR
BRSO,

B HAHARE. S
FEA LN R T W R
BN AR AR .

1. ha._ph'aza.rd ["haep’hezad] Toaens, MRy, 2. freakish ['flitkif], 1%

09, WREKFSERD. 3. sweeps [swisps], ¥
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But whether or not he was a.
pioneer in this direction he
certainly made some progress.
Eves which had been denied of ex-
pression came to life. And Josiah

saw curiosity give way to recogni-.

tion, whieh in turn changed to
welcome.

Shut inside the glass case, how-.

ever, the lady was unattainable,
He wondered if she ever came out,

and reflected that he could hardly

take to himself a wife who spent
her entire existence in a glass case.
And while he was thus reflecting,

a smell c¢f 'something burning

wafted! across to him. Almost at
once there were screams of “ Fire!
Fire!”” The audience stampeded?
towards the exit.

The ugliest woman in the world,
on show at that moment, was for-
gotten, self-preservation being the
first instinct of the crowd. They
had no desire to stay and take part
in any real drama, even though it
were free, but surged® through the
exit bearing Josiah' with them,
while behind him he could hear the
crackling of burning wood.

CHUNG HWA ENGLISH FORTNIGHTLY

(A i A B —
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‘THE CHOICE OF WORDS

Foreign Words

Do not use fcu eign words if there are good English eqmvalents
As a rule such’ words are either superfluous or unintelligible.
There is no gain, for example, in writing aw pied de la letire for
“literally,” bz&emﬁen du for “of course”, distrait for ‘absentmind-
ed,” or chef d’oeuvre for “masterpiece.”

There are some purists, however, who would forbid us to use
foreign words in any circumstances whatever; but this is a counsel
of perfection which is not likely to be followed; for there are some
foreign words, such as chic, tout ensemble, and entente cordiale for
which there are no exact equivalents in Enghsh H’ence when you -
fcel the-need for such words, use them.

After all, your main object in writing English is to make your
meaning clear to English-speaking people. The broad test as to
whether you should use a foreign word instead of an English one
is therefore this: Does it help to make the meaning clearer? If it
does, use the word. But more often it does not. We have all
heard of the schoolboy who tliought that kors de combat meant
war-horse, but even such an experienced writer as John Morky,
author of a great Life of Glasdions, took esprit d’escalier (wit of the
staircase) to mean spirit of the staircase, which, as the a.utho;s of
The Ring’s English happily observe, rather suggest a goblin lurking
in the hall clock.

“If you should have occasion to use a foreign word or expres-
sion, be careful that you use it correctly. Do not write ignorami
as the plural of ignoymus, or artiste as the feminine of artist, Bona
fides, again, is singular, not plural. Remember that beau ideal is
not the "b_eautl.iul ideal”’ (which would require bel) but the “idea]
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beautiful,” the highest type of beauty or excellence. The word
propaganda is not a Latin neuter plural but a feminine singular,
being an excerpt from ‘‘Congregatic de propagandd fide,”” committee
for proparating the Faith. Do not speak of a woman as a protégé
or.an employé or a fiancé or a nouveau riche, but use the feminines,
protégée, employée, fiancée, nouvelle riche. Similarly a woman is
“not distrait but distratte, and a woman singer should be applauded
with brava not brave. Nom de plume is wrongly believed to be a
French expression and frequently used by English writers for
“pseudonym,” the fictitious name that an author choose to be
known by, \&*hereas. the true French term is nom de guerre. Cus

_________ is often wrongly used in the sense of “to that
purpan? ’, b‘\\ hat is the good of it?” instead of in its proper
meaning of ““Who profited by it?, Whois the gamer’ ; implying
that the person who benefits by a thing is most likely the 'person
who brought it about.

All foreign werds fall into three classes: (1) Naturalised
words, which are printed in roman type, such as trait, prestige,
surveillance, chauffeur, mirage, sepoy (sipahi), nalvety (naivetg)
acme, status, langau, taboo (tabu), féte; (2) Non-naturalised
words which are printed in italics, such as role pefEhant feuille-
ton, borné, atelier, élite, femme de chambre, toto caelo; (3)
Seml-na‘_fﬁf'allsed words, which are found sometimes in roman
type, sometimes in italics, such as ennui, négligé, naive, Jcurricu-
lum, soirée, ménage, trousseau. Non-naturalised foreign words
follow their own rules: “These 'ar'e mere bruta fulmina” (not
brutum fulmens); “They must go nolentes volentes” (not nokens
volens). Naturalised words follow English rules; ‘“These forces
are in equiltbrium’ (nof equilibrio); *‘Many millensiums” (not
millennia). |
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‘ { fauﬂy.‘

right:

right:

\

¢ fardty:

right:

\.

{ Jaulty:

{ right.

{ faulty:

right:

right:

¢ faulty:

/ fauliy:
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This matter is entre nous.

This matter is between ourselves.

His determination to conduct them to a successful
issue coute que coiste mlght result in compllcatlons
—Times.

His determination to conduct them to a successful
issue at all costs might result in complication. (or

~ cost what it may).

So, one would have thought, the fever of New York
was abated here, even as the smoke of the city was
but a gray tachke on the horizon.—E. F. Benson.

So, one would have thought, the fever of New York
was abated here, even as the smoke of the city was
but a gray stain on the horizon.

The city was au pied de la letire destroyed.

The city was literally destroyed.

I have invited them to a de}euner at Foo Loo Zoo.

I have invited them to a luncheon at Foo Loo Zoo.

I may remark en passant that 1 am aufast at cricket;
on dit that I shall seen be in the First Eleven.
Jupiter pluvius stopped our game yesterday, but I
was hors de combat at the time with a sprained
ankle. We could not have lunch al fresco, for
which fine weather 15 a sine gua non.

‘may remark by the way that I am a good hangd at
cricket people say that I shall soon be in the First.
Eleven. Rain stopped our game yesterday, but I

was disabled at the time with a sprained ankle.

"We could not have lunch out of doors, for which

~ fine weather is indispensable.

ey
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ANSWERS TO QUIZ on page 5

Let’s answer the second half first. When writing ou a manuscript or a
proof, an editor regquires a pencil of a colour which will stand” cut
against ordinary ink or black pen_cil, or the printing ink of proofs. Blue
has, from long use, proved the most successful. Moreover, blue is the
only colour which can bz used for marking illustrations w1thout any
risk of the marks being reproduced. Aay photographer will know that
blue photographs as white. But in these days when manuscripts are
typewritten and not done by hand, black pencil writing is almost as
effective. So people” don’t believe that the use of the blue pencil is
quite so general as it once was.

It is believed that most people wear rings on the fingers where they are
most comfortable or effective, but perhaps this is the ‘‘code” one is
thinking of. A ring on the first finger of the left hand signifies a
haughty, bold, and overbezaring spirit; on the second finger, prurence,
dignity, and discretion; on the third finger (the marriage finger), love
and affection; and on the little finger, a masterful spirit.

White sputs and lines appearing on the fingernails are popula.rly
known as ‘"good luck spots’ and they are said to be a sign of coming
good fortune. These spots are merely imperfections in the nail. Naiis
are formed by tha gradual fossilization of living cells into the monhvmu
tissue called '*keratin.” The specks result when some of the cells near
the root of the nail fail to be converted completely into nail substance.
As the nail grows these blemishes are pushed outward.. They may be
natural imperfections or they may be produced by any slight cut, bruise
or injury near the line where the fresh nail is being formed. Not
infrequently they are caused by careless manicuring or the nervous habit

“of ““biting one’s nail.”

For hundreds of years Siam has been regarded by foreigners as the
name of the country in southeastern Asia. Siam (Sayam to the natives)
was also used by the government as the name of the region.dates back
at least a thousand years. But the natives themrselves gemerally called
their country Muang T’ai, which means literally "land of the free’” and
figuratively ‘*land of the Thai race.” In English Muang T’as is rendered
Thailand, pronounced tie-land. On June 24, 1939, Prince Achtya
Dirabha, regenf of the country affixed the soyal seal to a decree
changing the official name from Sayam to Muang T’ai. Most govern-

‘ments, including the United States, immediately adopted in official
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usags. However, on February 18, 1042, Richard K. Law, British
undersecretary for foreign affairs, told the House of Commons that
instructions had been issued to British cfficiais to use Siam instead of
T hailand **so far as is practical.” On September 8, 1945, shortly after
the end of the Secohd World abandoned all efforts to induce foreigners
ic call the country Thailand and that Siam would again be used in all
external affdirs.. Accordingly Siam remains the correct foreigaer’s name
of the country, while the natives continue to call theit couatry Mwuang
T'a: or Thailand.

5. The question is often asked: '‘If a tree should fall in a forest thou-
sands of miles from any living creature, would any sound be produced?"
The question owes its continued popularity to a confusion of two
distinct definitions of sound. Crdinarily sound is defincd as the sensation
stimulated by waves set in motion by a vibrating object. Consequently
there is no such sound unless there is some kind cf ear to reseive the
sensation. In this sense, then, if a tree should fall thousands of miles
from any living creature, there would be no sound. _ This the psychological
sense of the term. But in physical science sound is defined as the cause
of the scnsation; that is, the waves which are set in motion by a
vibrating object-and which pIOGUCe the sensation populaily called sound.
So the answer to the question is, in the psychological sense of the term,
no sound is produced pnless there is an ear to hear. But in the physical
sense sound is produced irrespective of the presence of a living creature
with audutory organs. In the one case sound is a sensation;in the other,
the waves that stimulate the sensation.

P
Py

After a few words, mostly spoken by the young wife, her
hubby sprang to his feet. | |

‘““You've gone too far!’’ he exclaimed, angrily. *This is our
last quarrel. ‘I’'m going right out of your life.”

“Oh, Henry, darling, where are you going? "’ she cried.

“Where I'll never trouble you again,” he replied, as he started -
to open the doer. “I’ll find a place where wild adventure will
wipe out the memories of this moment—perhaps in the jungle—or
on the stormy seas—"’

As he spoke he opened the door, then closed it again and
turned sternly to his wife. N |

“1t’s lucky for you it’s raining,”” he said,
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{Continued)

TURMOIL

CeconNDp PaART OF 1HE Ecrrpse BY Mao Tun

TRANSLATED FROM THE CHINESE BY CHIEN GOCHUEN
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“You naughty boy, Lin Tze-
chung! How bad of yon!” said
Sun Wu-yang, irritated. |

‘“You know haw pcople talk of
you?” said Lin Tze-chung, still

laughing. “They say: Sun Wu-
yang, the model of a public wife!”

“P’sh! The feudal idea! The
ideas of the women here in this
town are very much behind the
times, Shii Chéin. You will find
this out for yourself when you go
to the tea party of the women’s
association later. You know I'm
absolutely the limit here.”

“If we don't go the limit some-
how to .show them, we cannot
break down their stubborn bar-
riers,”” said Shih Chiin incisively.

“But Chu Ming-sen is only a
muddle-headed person,” said Lin
Tze-chung coldly.

Sun Wu-yang, who was still twirl-
ing about, stood still ‘when she
heard this, asking as she turned:
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‘“How is Chu Ming-sen? Iknow
he is mud_dle-lieaded. But I some-
times like. him' because he looks
like a girl. Are you jealous? I
shall kéep on good terms with him
whatever you say. You can’t
interfere with my affairs!”’

She danced again, continuing her
song: “Till tomorrow—""

“I'll not interfere with your
affairs! But, my dear, stop your
skipping about. It’s time for us
to go to the women'’s association.”

The words of Lin Tze-chung

roused Shih Chiin’s perturbed

temper, so that he forced Sun Wu-
yang to go with them at once,
although she said again and aagin
that it was too early.

The tea party of the women’s
association was to entertain Shih
Chiin, the specially despatched
envoy, and the committee of the
town headquarters of the party
were guests. It went off placidly.
After the tea party, because it was
early, Sun Wu-yang invited Fang
Lo-lan and Shih Chiin to her room

to have a talk. At first Fang

hesitated, but soon yielded.

It was an oblong side chamber
with windows at the rear. Outside
the window there was a walled
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courtyard with .flowers and trees
in it. A plum tree was blooming
scantily. = The magnolia lifted only
its bare gnarled boughs to the sky,
and the bamboos seemed leaning
against the wall in melancholy,
full of cobwebs. It was originally
a residence of some ex-official and
was confiscated as a property of
the rebels. But now it was the
office of the women’s association.

- Most of the furniture in the house
- had belonged to the old owners of

the house; it was very good. The
belongings of Sun Wu-vang were
scattered everywhere. Fang Lo-
lan, who sat beside the small table
near the window, smelt a scent of
rare fragrance. He could not_but
smell and-look at every corner.

‘“What have you found?” asked
Sun Wu-yang.

“I have smelt a _ sort of rare
fragrance.”

“Why, that’s funny. - I've never
used any perfumed water. You'll
see if only you smell my clothes.”

Fang Lo-lan laughed without

smelling her clothes, but began to

talk about the women's association
with Shih Chiin. They . agreed
with each other in regretting that
the women’s movement was behind
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the times. It was because the girl
students were not numerous and
most of them were under age.
There were no, women workers
there. As to the women with
families, they did not like to go
out, even those who were educated;
and as to the rest of them, it went
without saying that they .did not

- like to go out either.

Fang Lo-lan, who suddenly
thought of his own wife, who did
not like to go out, felt anxious, as
if he had done something shameful.
Fortunately the subject was chang-
ed; they began to talk about the
town headquarters of the party.
Shih Chiin thought that head-
quarters was not sound and it was
an obvious defect that no woman
would come forward to preside
over thé women’s department.
Fang Lo-lan who agreed with him,
said:

‘At the beginning of next month
there will be 'a re-election in the
heardquarters of the party. We

~ can make amends for that then.”

Is there any suitable person?”
~asked Shih Chiin.

“I thought.of one,” said Sun
Wu-yang, “that is Miss Chang.”

(To be contintidd)
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(Continued)

THE TWELVE-POUND LOOK
By SIR JamEs BARRIE

+ =
& & I

Kate. I propped! it against the
decanters.?
 be sure to see it there. It was a
room *not unlike® this, and the
furnjture was arranged *in the
same attractive way.4
comes back to me. Don’t you see
me, Harry, in hat and cloak, put-
ting the letter there, taking a last
look round, and then stealing out
into the night to meet—

SiR HARRY, Whom?

- Kate. Him. Hours pass, no
sound in the room but the tick-
tack of the clock, and then about
midnight you return alone.
take— o
SiR HARRY (gruffly’). 1 wasn’t
alone. - - |

- KaATE (the *picture spoilts) No?
Oh. (Plaintively) Here have I all
these years been conceiving it
wrongly. « (She studies his face)
I believe something interesting
happened ?

I thought you would

Now it all

You
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SIR HARRY (growling) Some-
thing *confoundedly annoying.!
- KaTE {coaxing) Do tell me.

Stk HaARRY Weé won't.go into

that. Who was theman? Surely

a husband has a right to know

with whom his wife bolted.2

KATE (who 1s *detestably ready

with her tongued) Surely the wife
has a right to know how he took it.
(The *woman's love of bargaining*
coines to her ard) A fair eschange.
You tell me what happened, and I
will tell you who he was.

SIk HARrY You will? Very
well. (It is the first point on which

they have agreed, and, forgetling

himself, he takes a place beside her
on the fire-seatS He is thinking
only of what he *is to tell® her, but
she, woman-like, is conscious of thesr
proximity.)
_KAaTE (tastelessly) Qulte like *old
times.8. (He moves away from her
indignantly) Go on, Harry,
SiR HARRY (who has a manful
shrinking from saymg anything that

ts *to his dzsadvantaga’ Well, as

you know, I was dining at the club
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KATE Yes. )

Sik Harry Jack Lamb drove
me home. Mabbett Green was
with us, and [ asked them to come
in {or a few minutes.

KATE Jack Lamb, Mabbett
Green? I think I remember them.
Jack *was in Parliament.!

Sir Harry No, that was Mab-
bett. They came into the -house
with me and-—(with sudden horror)
—was it him??

KATE (bewildered) Who?

SIR HARrRY Mabbett?

“Kare What?

SIR HARRY The man?,

Kate *What man?? (Under-
standing) Oh, no. I thought you
said he came into the house -with
you.

Sir HARRY It mlght have been
a blind.*

KaTE Well, it wasn’t. Go on.

Sirk HARrRY They came in to e

finish a talk we had been having at
the chub.

'KATE An 1nterestmg talk

evidently.
SIR ‘'Harry The papers had
been full that evening of the
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elopemenent! of *some  countess
woman? with a fiddler.® What was
hier name?

KATE Does it matter?

SIR ‘HARrRY No. (thus ends the

countess.) We had been discussing

the thing and—(he *pulls a wry
- face}—and I had “been rather
warms-—

KATE (*with horrid relish®) 1
begin to see. You had been saying
it *served the husband right,” that
the man who could not *look after®
his wife diserved to lose her. It
was one of your favourite subjects.
Ol, Harry, say it was that!

SiR HarRY (sourly) It may have
been something like that.

Kare And all the time the
letter was there, waiting ; and none

of you knew except the -clock.

Harry, *it is sweet of you? to tell
me.
 illiterate'® woman has used the ¥wrong
adjectivel?) 1 forget what I said
precisely in the letter.

(His face 1is not sweet. The
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(To be continued)
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CURRENT ENGLISH SLANG WITH

ILLUSTRATIONS
B = H & ¢ %
| G—(1#0)

Grain of salt; With a: With some reservation. k733,
The tales of his adventures in New Guinea are too good for
words.
If T wege you, I'd take them with a grain of salf. He's apt at
exaggerating things.
fEFR AR BGER, R RARBEN.
WURIREARINGE, AR EMEERY. AR EEA, R
3.
Goofy about each other; To be: to be strongly in love. XEif
IH &
I hear that they are goofy about each other.
TRASRABAIG A 8 K — By,
Grease the palm; To: to bribe. R,
He got away by greasing the palm.
il g ER
Greek to me; It's: unintelligible, 5227 .
Did youunderstand what he was saying?
No, it was Greek to me.
URESGE T MO I ?
B, WA
Gripe; To: tocomplain. Also gripe-day.” WFZE; 4B,
He is always griping. )
Syn: to grouse; to bitch; to kick.

(Continued on page 30
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THE USAGE OF PREPOSITIONS
| By H. Sarro
III. INSTRUMENTAL “By”
(7-b) Instrumental “By” With Representative Singular

She took me by the hand, and led me to her father..

A Common Noun used in an Abstract Sense either has the
Article omitted, as—by herat, by hand, by train, by steamer, by name,
etc.; or has the Definite Article (Representative Singular):—

(a) By the ear:—To learn a language by (the) ear.

(8) By the book:—To speak &y (the) book.

(c) By the hand (of):—He fell by the hand of his enemy.

(d) By the sword:—Those who did not fall by the sword.

perished by famine,

(¢) By the plough:—He that by the plough would thrive

' Himself must hold or drive.—Proverb.
ete. elc.,

Hence the following Idioms:— .

| To take a_man by the hand. |} To pull a man by the sleeve.
| To seize a man by the arm. || To hold 2 man by the hutton.

To cateh a man by the hair. To shake a man by the hand. |

I eaught the drowning man by the hair, and drew him out of
the water, |
He will hold you by the button, and talk to you for hours
together. |
He shook everybody present by the hand (or shook: hands all
 around).
Lift the kettle by the handle.
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Idiomatic Phrases:—

(@) To take time by the foreloek:—We must f2ke an op-
portunity by the forelock; for when we once miss it, we
cannot recall it,

() To take the Lull by the horns:-—!1 am perfectly aware of

| the difficulty, but I will fake the bull by the horns.

(c) To catch the wrong sow by the ear:—I thought I had
caught the right man, but I had got the wrong sow by
the ear. . |

(@) To set people by the ears:—He takes a malicious pleasure
in seiling people by the ears.

(¢) To lay a man by the heels: -——Paralysxs laid him by the }'eels
when he was yet in his green old age.

(/) To tear up a tree by the roots:—There was a tree lying
across the road, forn up by the roots.

Note 1:—Compare the use of preliositions in this Idiomatic Con-

struction,
To eatch or seize aman........ by the hand.
To pat or strike aman........ on the head.
To look or stare a man........ .in the face.
To eut or wournd a man........ in the leg.
Ete. | _ eie,

Note &;The_Reresentation Singular of Instrumentality is also
used with the verbs o sell, o hire, etc., as—to sell by the pound;
to hire by the hour, to board by the week, etc. (See “By of

Measure.”’) |
(To be continued)
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GRAMMAR IS NOT EVERYTHING
By Waxe I-TING

In the days of my youth Ihad a very foolish idea that in order
to master the English language, 1 must work hard on its
grammar. So I did. I recall that I spent days and nights on
diagrammatising phrases, clauses and sentences. But as the years
went by, I *came to realise! the foolish course I had taken. Today
I realise that the time I put into the study of the English grammar
could have been more profitably used in the study of novels and
short stories in which idioms abound.

Grammar algne does not make up a language. There must be
vocabulary and idioms besides. Vocabulary and idioms were coin-
ed long before grammar was written, I wonder who among the
readers would be so foolish as to repeat all the rules of how to
swim, if he wishes to learn how to swim. He should go to a
swimming pool, and have some one who can swim stand by him and
teach him how to swim. . Or who would be so foolish as to repeat
all tht rules of football, if he+would like to learn how to play
football. 1t would be much better for him to join a football team,
play the ball himself, and have a football star, say like *Mr Li
‘Way-tang,2coach® him. As a matter of fact, to be able to recite all
the rules of football is easy, as it takes only a week or so to memorize
al} the rules of football, but it does take yéars of training and
practice to become a football star like Mr Li.

So it will be-far more profitable for Chinese students of English
to pay more attention to readers and idioms than to grammar, to
do all the exercises than to repeat the rules and déﬁfiﬁns of
grammar,

1. BSRE 2 FBR 3. &




30 CHUNG HWA ENGLISH FORTNIGHTLY

~ I do not perceive that the study of the English grammar ever
makes the smallest difference in the speech of the people'who have
always lived in good society. Not one in ten thowsand can lay'.
down the rules for the proper use of such Chinese mdefinite article
as —4H, éﬁ, —4i7, etc. yet not one Chinese in a million ever mis-
places his article before his nourn.

| Please remember that greatest literature is never written by
great grammarians. There is always more beauty in the works of
a great genius who is igorant of rules of grammar than in those of-
an ordinary talent who knows and observes them. *Han Yu! and
*Su Tung-po? were great writers, they were born long before any
book on Chinese grammar was written.

M. 2 RO

B
Py

CURRENT ENGLISH SLANG WITH
ILLUSTRATIONS—(Continued from page 26)

Grit: pluck, courage, and stamina. K3, 4.
I admire that young man. .He’s got plenty of grit.
BWHIMETEE. fb—SHRE. N
Guns; To stick to one’s: to adhere to one's pnnc1p1es [y Vg
%3k, |
He is a man who always stick to his guns.
R RER A
~B8yn: to stick to one’s colours.
Gypped; To be: to be swirddled. K.
I thought I was buying a genuine woolen suit but I got gypped.
Itdldntlastmeayear - | o
RURBER T —FRETHY, RRE TH. —FRARRRw
T. e _
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WORLD AFFAIRS

Two Centuries of British Rule in Idia Ends

Two centuries of British rule! in India ended at rmdmght on
August 14 when *Lord Louis Mountbatten,? in a simple ceremony
observed by a few but *holding momentous significance® for mil-
lions, transferred power from the British Government to Indian
hands and *retired from the scene as Britain’s final Viceroy.

Tomorrow he *will be sworn in® as *the Governor-General of
the Dominion of India

Addressing a cheering throng’ in Government House on the
same night Lord Mountbatten said: ‘To the people of India I
have only this to say. You have aspnired® long for freedom; you
have laboured many years and suffered hard for it. Today you

‘achieve this freedgm. You deserve it. -

“You represent one-fifth of the human race. What you do
with this freedom avill reflect in the history of the world. India
is known to be great. But now you must *achieve a greater

- stature® than ever, and those who know you and love you are.
certain that India will not *fail the world!® *Long Live Free
India!”’ 1t |

Flags and buntmgs lined the route *from the Viceroy’s house
to Governinent House,!? where the transfer of power to Pakistan?®
took place. Dense crowds thronged the streets.

*Mohamed Ali Jinnah!'* drove in an open car to receive power
from the Viceroy’'s hands. He was wildly cheered, and the shout:
“Long Live Jinnah! Long Pakistan!” echoed and re-echoed

throughout the city. -

One minute after midnight to the strains of *God Save The.
King'® the *Union Jack'® was lowered and the Pakistan National
flag was hoisted.”” The end of British rule was final.!s
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New Eeconomie Measures To Be-%l'ro'mulgatod

The Chinese government is expected to promulgate! within the
next few days a set of *new economic measures? which, among other
things, will institute what will amount to a free exchange policy in
Chma. *the United Press? learned reliably on the night of Angust 16.

One of the primary purposes of the measures is to improve
*China’s present unfavorable export-import situation.

The measures, which were proposed by *Dr Chang Kia-ngao,
governor of the Central Bank of China,® and passed by *the Na-
tional Economic Council® and approved by *the State Council’ on
Angust 15, contain the following important provisions.

1.—The government will designate® a certain number of private
banks which will be authorized to buy and sell *foreign exchange®
for prescribed!? purposes at the open market rate.

2.—Import trade will still be controlled but the government
will *sinigle out!! certain items in the permissible import schedule
and merchiants will,be allowed foreign exchange by the €entral
Bank at the official rate to import these items.

Items will be confined to only those foreign materials or commo-
dities considered most urgently needed for *China’s economic reha-
bilitation.12

For import of other items in the permissible import schedule
importers may buy foreign exchange from the designated banks at
the open market rate. |

By this the government expects toincrease imports of necessary
materials without increasing the strain on the govenment’s own
foreign exchinge reserves.'3

'3.—The government will step out of the export field and put
export trade into private hands.

The exporters will be permitted to sell forign exchange to the
designated banks at the open market rate. At present exporters
are required to sell foreign exchange to the government at the
official rate, .

By this the government expects to increase China’s export
trade.
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4.—The official rate of $12,000 to one United States dollar
will remain unchanged.

5.—Cash remittances to China will be handled by designated
banks at the open market rate, by which the government hopes to
curb! smuggling? in overseas Chinese remittances.

6.—The presentimport control board and the export promotion
committee *will be merged into an export-import supervisory com-
mittee® with similar functions.

The new committee will come directly under the Executive
Yuan.

#.—~The: old foreign exchange balancmg committee will be
revived to regulate and coordinate the foreign exchange used in
imports and that obtained from exports.

8.—Private foreign exshange trarisactions outside the designat-
ed banks will be banned as heretofore.

g.—Travellers to China wi l be permitted to carry only US$100
*in cash.* On arriving in China this must be sold to the
designated banks at the open maxket rate.
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