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“THE AUTOMOBILE AND WHAT IT HAS DONE FOR THE NEGRO"
by BENJ. J, THOMAS
FORMER STATE EXAMINER
and
PROPRITOR OF THE BROADWAY AUTO SCHOOL

In 1890 the Automobile first made its appearance in the United
states, and since that time up until to-day, the automobile has been
steadily increasing with leaps and bounds, and till today the automobile
industry 1s the second largest industry in the world, giving employment
to more people than any industry in the world.

In 1937 there were about thirty million automobiles being
operated in the United States alone. This amount being made up of
pleasure cars. Added to this there ar millions of trucks in the commer-
clal fields, Vans in the local and long distance moving fields, and millions

of buses in the transportation fields.

The automobile has been a special blessing to the .1"--*."_L':'TI:J, for
the Negro is getting better wages and doing more business in the auto-
mobile industry than any other industry in the world. Take for instance
&0 years ago, the average young colored man was either doing porter
work, bell hopping, running an elevator or waiting on table. and the
average wage al '_i.r;1.l time was 35.00 per week. '_l'_i'_-.L: game young man
as soon as he learned to operate an automobile, instead of paying him
$0.00 per week, he would begin at not less than $15.00 per week, and as
he progressed and became a mechanic his wages would be railed to $25.00
per week until today, men that are pood mechanies and can master the
trade, both as a chauffeur and mechanic, are being paid anyway from

£25.00 to $50.00 per week, therefore, taking men out of the servant class

L

and placing them In the mechanical class,

In New York City alone, one third of the Mechanical work is
being done by Colored men, and the same that applied to New York,
applies to all other cities and towns through the country. There is one
automobile manufacturing company alone that l.'.‘:IF:-ill:.'I g 000 Colored

Imer,

saying nothing about the thousand of Colored men that are em
wed by other automobile co anies.
Mloved by other automobil mpanie

The Negro owns and econtrols a large percentage of the taxieab
. &

business throughout the country, and the garage and repair shop business

182 held in the same proportion.
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BAD DRIVING WASTES FUEL

& i"‘.,.‘ll,.. T

Wwith the high tax on gasoline in the different states, it behoves
all motorists to get the most out of his car. This is particularly true
of the newest cars because of their great capacity for performance.
Many driving customs should be revised when driving for milage with
the modern ecar. With the automatic choke, if the car is backed out of the
driveway, it shouldn't be left running; but switched off. If this pre-

caution 15 not observed the engine will load up and cause the wasting

of a lot of gas.

More and more drivers shoot their machines up to 20 miles per
hour in low and more than 30 1n second. Also this spurt in low gears
serves no good purpose at all. As soon as the car 1= rolling along easily
in low it should be shifted to second. This same rule should be appleed

when shifting from second to high.

The good care that you give your car regularly also plays an
important part. New spark plugs, keeping the ignition timing up to its
highest point of efficiency will eause improvement. The proper lubrica-
tion 13 i|'|':[||;;r'|,;,'r'|'| and the :'1;_']”, oil in the crank case, The oil filter 18

important so¢ that the engine doesn't sutler from increased wear. Tires

should be well inflated and seeing that the brakes don’t drag.

Cluteh slippages also wastes fuel. The braking of a car causes
the lost of fuel as the brakes shouldn’t be applied suddenly when ap-
proaching a traffic light or halting for an emergency. Une zshould always

be on the watch for same as it requires added fuel to build up momentum.
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