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PREFACE.

Lorp NAPIER remarked to a distinguished lady in Wash-
ington, that a book descriptive of Society in the National Cap-
ital ought to be written; and that a faithful record would
give a better idea of the spirit and character of the period
than' any history. Except of the earliest *Republican
Court,” no attempt has been made to portray the social
character of any administration. In this effort to supply a
lamented defect, the necessary descriptions and sketches have
been condensed as much as possible, and no memoirs have
been included of men whose biographies have been elsewhere
given to the public. The aim has been to exhibit statesmen,
leading ladies, etc., in their drawing-room aspect, with only
notices sufficient to illustrate their appearance and influence
at special times. , Thus mention is made repeatedly of the
same persons under different administrations.

Imperfe;:t as a brief survey must necessarily be, it will be
found that a fair idea of an administration can be gained by
a view of its fashionable life and every-day social habits. A
great difference will be perceived in the terms of the Presi-

dents, traceable in some degree to the influence of the Execu-
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tive, but far more to those who surrounded him, and most of
all to the ladies who ruled in the fashionable coteries, and
gave the laws in assemblages, dress, and entertainments.
The attention bestowed on these last may seem dispropor-
tionate to those who do not estimate their effect; those who
remember the large share the); occupy in the delineation of
any period, will not charge the author with a frivolous taste
in dwelling on them.

So vast a variety of sources of information have been con-
sulted for this work, that a list of them would be tedious;
and it will no doubt be more agreeable to the reader to be
spared the enumeration. Letters and journals of the time
have been especially used. In some cases access has been
had to valuable family papers, throwing light on the subject
illustrated.

The use of the term ¢ Court-Circles,” can hardly be cen-
sured, as it conveys exactly the meaning intended—the cir-
cles surrounding the President, and most conspicuous in the
capital—and no other expression could be found to answer so
well.
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The Conrt Cireles of the Republic.

I
WASHINGTON’S ADMINISTRATION.

Establishment of the First Presidential Court—Imposing Spectacle of
the Inauguration—Brilliant Festivities in Honor of it—Arrival of
Mrs. Washington and Mrs. Robert Morris—First Levee—The Presi-
dent’s Equipage—Prominent Ladies and Statesmen—Dress of the
President at his Official Receptions—8Style of Ordinary Ones—Mrs:
Izard—Mra. Knox—Alexander Hamilton—Robert Morris—Gouv-
erneur Morris—Mrs. Burr—Attorneys and Divines in New York—
Edmund Randolph—John Jay—Jefferson, Secretary of State—
Charles Carroll of Maryland—The Misses White—Party at Mr.
White’s—The Best Dressed Gentleman—New Year’s Calls—The
President drawn by Six Horses to Federal Hall—Death of
Franklin—Removal of the Capital from New York to Philadel
phia—House assigned to the President—Brilliant Society—Mrs.
Bingham and other Leaders of the Ton—Conspicuous Men of the
Period—Foreign Visitors of exalted Rank—The Farewell Levee—
Deportment in the Drawing-room a reflex of Temper in the Cabi-
net and Congress.

Mgs. WasHINGTON is venerated as the earliest
representative leader among the ladies prominent in
the best society of the Republic. When the Chief
was summoned by the nation to assume the duties
of its Chief Magistrate, she came to form the estab-
lishment of the Presiden{ at the seat of government.

In March and April 1789, the meeting of the first
Congress nnderzthe Constitution took plaes; and the
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Brehan, Mrs. Clinton, Mrs. Duane the Mayoress, Mrs.
Prevost the Bishop’s wife, Mrs. Jay, Mrs. Hamilton,
Mrs. Beekman, &c.,, were among the number. The
next week the Count de Moustier gave a grand ball
at his house in Broadway. Elias Boudinot described
it a8 “a most splendid ball indeed.” Mrs. Washing-
ton, accompanied by her grandchildren Eleanor Cus-
tis and George Washington Parke Custis, set out from
Mount Vernon on the 19th of May, in her carriage,
with a small equestrian escort. Shc was received
with honors at every stopping-place, and was enter-
tained in Philadelphia by Mrs. Robert Morris, and at
Elizabethtown by thc venerable Governor Livingston
and his daughters. The President came here to meet
her, in a splendid barge ; and as they approached the
battery, a salute of thirteen guns was fired ; while
crowds greeted the landing of the distinguished pas-
sengers. On the day after the arrival of Mrs. Wash-
ington a dinner was given at the President’s, to Vice-
President Adams, Governor Clinton, the Count de
Moustier, Mr. Jay, General St. Clair, the Sptfnish min-,
ister, five Senators and the Speaker of the House.
Mr. Wingate said it was the least showy dinner he
had ever seen at that table. Washington said grace,
and dined on boiled leg of mutton. After the dessert,
a single glass of wine was offered to each guest, and
when it was drunk, General Washington rose and the
company adjourned to the drawing-room.

On the 29th of May, Mrs. Washington held her
first levee; and they were continued every Friday
evening from eight to ten o’clock. These receptions
were marked by little ostentation or restraint, and
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and yellow gloves, breeches, silver kaee and shoe-
buckles, and a long steel-hilted sword; a cocked hat
in his hand. At his wife’s levees he had neither hat
nor sword, but conversed without restraint asa private
gentleman. Mrs. Washington was about fifty-seven
years of age when she opemed the “Republican
Court;” and she retained much of the grace of her
earlier years. .

The festivities that followed the inauguration—
public and private—were interrupted by the ill-
health of the President and the death o? his vener-
-able mother; so that he and Mrs. Washington par-
ticipated in few gayeties during the winter that New
York continued the national capital :

Several families who had held in the province a
sort of baronial supremacy, were now eminent in
public service or in private society; yet in social
elegance the circles of New York were inferior to
those of Philadelphia. New York continued to be
the metropolis less than two years. ,

Mrs. Washington’s decided disinclination to balls
perhaps diminished the number given. But there
were public amusements; an exhibition of wax-work
is mentioned, and a review and sham fight; theat-
ricals also had some encouragement, and private per-
- formances were sometimes given in the President’s
house. The wife of Robert Morris, the great finan-
cier, was usually at Mrs. Washington’s right hand at
her drawing-rooms; Mr. Morris having that post at
her dinners. The refreshments at the ordinary levees
were plain, consisting generally of tea and coffee with
cake. It has been said that ice-creams were first in-
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genius. He was a frank, amiable, high-toned gentle-
man. His wife, the daughter of General Schuyler,
was one of the most charming women of the time.
William Livingston, a most able representative
of New Jersey, a forcible and elegant writer, was
extremely plain in his dress and manner. Robert
Morris was a native of England, but had lived in
America since he was thirteen. Gouverneur Morris
was the youngest son of Lewis Morris. He assisted
Robert Morris in the superintendence of the finances.
One of the ancestors of Gouverneur Morris, who -
had been noted as a leader in Cromwell’s army, came
to New York, and purchased a thousand acres of land,
with manorial privileges, in the vicinity of Harlem.
The estate is still known as Morrisania. Gouverneur,
born in 1752, was distinguished in the Revolutionary
war, and eminently useful in his public life. He was
sent as minister to France in 1792. A vein of eccen-
tricity, with striking originality, marked his char-
acter; his commanding figure, expressive features,
and emphatlc articulation, with his superior intellect,
made an impression on society. Madame de Stasl
remarked that he had “ Il'air tres imposant” He
married a niece of John Randolph. The story went
_ that he had invited a number of relatives to a Christ-
mas dinner, and when the company was assembled,
that he left the room and soon returned with his
bride and a clergyman, who forthwith performed the
marriage ceremony, to the astonishment of all, and
the disappointment of those who expected to inherit
the estate. While he was in attendance on Congress
in Philadelphia, an accident caused the loss of his
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shrank back repentant of his forgetfulness of respect,
while the mirth of the company was instantly awed
into silence.

A story was related in ihe Morris family, that while
he was sojourning in Paris, the King noticed the re-
markable resemblance which Gouverneur Morris bore
hLis own royal family. One day during an audience,
the monarch, after looking fixedly at the American
statesman, exclaimed with energy: “The likeness is,
indeed, too wonderful to be accidental!” immediately
adding: “Pray, Mr. Morris—was your mother ever in
France ?”

With a low bow Morris instantly replied: “ No—
your majesty; but my father was!”

Mrs. Aaron Burr,—who had been Mrs. Prevost,
the widow of a British officer, and had married Burr
in 1782,—did not go into society. In 1789 Burr
was only thirty-three. “He was small but well
formed; with a handsome face, by some described as
striking, and eyes jet black and uncommonly bril-
liant and piercing, with a mannersingularly grace-
ful, gentle and fascinating.”

At this time the list of attorneys in the city com-
prised one hundred and twenty-two names; that of
clergymen only fourteen. The legal learning and
eloquence were then eminent; and the names of
Duane, Hamilton, Jay, Kent, Troup, Lewis, the Liv-
ingstons, Morris, Hoffman and others, &c., are still
remembered as ornaments to ghe profession. Dr.
Linn, of the Reformed Dutch Church, was a fine
scholar and a fervid, graceful orator. “The very
good-tempered, gentlemanly and scholarly Dr. Pro-
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‘delivered his speech inx the Senate Chamber. He
was dressed in a suit of cloth manufaetured in Hart-
ford. Many public dinners were given this winter;
the President continuing his every Wednesday to
members of Congress, ambassadors and eminent
persons.

Mr. Jefferson, who had returned from France with
his two daughters, and had rested some time at Mon-
ticello, came to New York, by a fortnight’s journey
from Richmond. He took & house in Maiden Lane,
and was cordially received by the President and the
citizens. The dinner parties made him at ence famil-
iar with them.

A gloom fell over society with the news of Frank-
lin’s death in Philadelphia. This occurred in April.
The session, the last ever held in New York, was
closed in August. Leaving the city to go to Virginia,
General Washington never again returned to live
there.

The best private house in the city of Philadelphia
—that of Robert Morris— was taken by the corpora-
tion for the residence of the President, and some
additions were made for the accommodation of the
family. The stables would hold “twelve horses only,”
and there was a coach house for all the carriages. It
was the determination of Washington to live in &
style of the utmost simplicity and modesty eonsistent
with the dignity of his official position. The rent
of the house was settled at three thousand dollars a
year. In no respect did the President deserve the
charges of anti-republican state and splendor, made

" against him by political opponents. He himself wrote
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Bingham gave him some third story rooms in a build-
ing at the end of his garden. Here he gave a dinner
to several noblemen, and the viands were cooked and
served by Mr. Bingham’s servants.-

Those remarkable Englishmen, Thomas Cooper,
Joseph Priestly and William Cobbett, began their
career in this country in 1794, and were in society.
Alexander Baring, afterwards Lord Ashburton, mar-
ried .the. eldest daughter of Mr. Bingham. M. de
Talleyrand sought refuge here in 1794. He brought
letters from the Marquis of Landsdowne and Mrs.
Church, a sister of Mrs. Hamilton. The appearance
of this gentleman was as remarkable as his character.
He “was very tall and had light hair, long and parted
in front; his eyes were blue and expressive, and he
had a sallow complexion; his mouth was wide and
" coarse ; his body ‘large and protuberant in front;’ his
legs were singularly small and his feet deformed.
His manner was tranquil and watchful ; and in some
respects vulgar and repulsive. A woman in New
York at whose house he dined frequently, said he
would rest his elbows on the table and talk with his
mouth full; he would cut the meat on his plate into
small pieces, pierce them with his fork till its prongs
were full, then thrust them into his mouth, and clos-
ing his teeth pull out the fork, leaving its freight in
his capacious jaws.” . »

M. Fauchet—afterwards Baron—had succeeded M.
Genet as French minister. At the birthnight ball he
was placed by the managers on the right hand of the
President, which gave offence to the British minister
and the Spanish commissioners, Mr. Adet, who su-
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Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, a celebrated beauty.
Thus Philadelphia furnished wives for the envoys of
France, England and Spain during this administration.
Kosciusko came to this country, about the close of
Washington’s term, and met the Duc de Liancourt at
the house of General Gates.

The ladies most intimate with Mrs. Washington
were Mrs. Hamilton, Mrs. Knox, Mrs. Morris, Mrs.
Stewart, Mrs. Powell, Mrs. Bradford, Mrs. Otis, Miss
Ross, and others. The Duke de Liancourt spoke of
Mrs. Knox with warm admiration, and.also of her
daughter and husband. He was their guest in Maine.
Mrs. Otis was the wife of the Secretary of the Sen-
ate. Her son, the great orator, married Sally Foster
in 1790. Mrs. Otis was remarkable for beauty, wit
and vivacity. Mrs. Bradford was the daughter of
Elias Boudinot. Mrs, Carroll was the daughter of Ben-
jamin Chew, and with her sister, Mrs. Henry Phillips,
was a great favorite with Washington. Mrs. John
Eager Howard was an elder sister. Dolly Payne—
afterwards Mrs. Todd—was one of the most charm-
ing, gay and fascinating women in the city, reigning
some years as-a courted belle.. She married James
Madison in 1794. Robert Harper had married a
daughter of the elder Charles Carroll, and William
Smith a sister of John Rutledge. Aaron Burr was
now a senator, lived in style, and gave elegant enter-
tainments. Mr. Jefferson also kept open house for
his friends. Wolcott had a circle consisting in great
part of New Englanders, and it was said to be a most
intellectual society. Wolcott’s youngest sister was a
celebrated beauty, and married the eminent Chauncey






SOCIETY A REFLEX OF POLITICS. 41

dency, and published his dignified “Farewell Ad-
dress” before the sixty-fifth anniversary of his
birthday. Mrs. Washington accompanied him to
his beloved retirement at Mount Vernon, with her
grandchildren, Miss Eleanor Custis and George W. P.
Custis. The son of La Fayette was his preceptor.

At that time deportment in the drawing-room was
a reflex of temper in the Cabinet and the Senate;
and styles of living and conversation were continu-
ally referred to as evidences of political tendencies.
The statesmanship of Washington, Adams, Jay, Ham-
ilton, Marshall, and their friends, was commented on
by the social habits of their adherents, as well as that
of Jefferson, Randolph, Giles, Paine, Madison, Monroe,
sud the other opposition leaders.
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day before, and Briesler was taking in the first load
into a house all green painted; the workmen there
with their brushes in hand. This was cold comfort in
a house, where I suppose no fire had been kindled
for several years, except in a back kitchen.

“The next morning was pleasant, and I ventured
to come and take possession; but what confusion!
Boxes, barrels, chairs, tables, trunks, &c. The first
object was to get fires; the next to get up beds; but
the cold damp rooms, the new paint, &c., proved almost
too much for me. On Sunday Thomas was laid up
-with the rheumatism; on Monday, I was obliged to
give Louisa an emetic; on Tuesday Mrs. Briesler was
taken with her old pain; and on Thursday Polly was
geized with a violent pleuritic fever. And every day,
the stormy ones excepted, from eleven till three the
house is filled with ladies and gentlemen. Mrs.
Bingham has been twice to see me. I think she is
more amiable and beautiful than ever. Nancy Ham-
ilton is the same unaffected affable girl we formerly
knew. Mrs. Lear was in to see me yesterday, and
assures me I am much better off than Mrs. Washing-
ton will be when“she arrives; for their house is not
likely to be completed this year. And when all is
done, it will not be Broadway. If New York wanted
any revenge for the removal, the citizens might be
glutted if they would come here, where every article
has become almost double in price and where it is
not possible for Congress and the appendages to be
half as well accommodated for a long time.” -

At the age of forty this daughter of a village cler-
gyman and wife of a village lawyer had left her mod-
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tion, whom Mr. Law and Mr. Greenleaf had found in
‘Maryland in great. distress and a little disarrgaged,
and brought with them to Philadelphia.”

January 11, 1797

“On Tuesday, -when I waited as usual on Mrs.
" Washington, after attending the levee, she congratu-
lated me very complaisantly and affectionately on my
election to the Presidency, and went farther and said
more than I expected. She said it gave them great
" pleasure to find that the votes had turned in my
favor.” :

At the inauguration of President Adams, he wrote :

% Chief Justice Ellsworth administered the oath,
and with great emergy. Judges Cushing, Wilson,
and Iredell were present. Many ladies. . .. I be-
lieve scarcely a dry eye but Washington’s.” -

Chestnut Street, in the vicinity of Congress Hall
was filled with an immense concourse on the day of
Washington’s final retirement and the inauguration
of President Adams. It was the Fourth of March
1797. Mr. Adams, then sixty-one years of age, was
dressed in a full suit of pearl-colored broadeloth, and
wore his hair powdered. At eleven Jefferson took
his oath as Vice-President before the Senate; at
twelve Washington entered the crowded Chamber of
Representatives, followed by Adams; both received
with enthusiastic cheers. The new President being
inaugurated, gave his address before the administra-
tion of the oath. %At the.close of the ceremony”
said President Duer, “as the venerable hero moved
towards the door, there was a rush from the gallery
that -threatened the lives of those who were most
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tion during his administration. Mr. Adams’ election
was by a bare majority of the electoral college, and
against the inclinations of one section even of that
party which supported him. The open defection of
that section at the next election, turned the scale
. against him, and elevated Mr. Jefferson.

Mr. Adams wrote, 9th March, 1797:
" «The President and Mrs. Washington go off this
morning for Mount Vernon. Yesterday afternoon he
came to make me his farewell visit, and requestea
me, in his own name and Mrs. Washington’s, to pre-
sent ¢ their respects’ to Mrs. Adams. I believe that I
envied him more than he did me and with reason.
The house is to be cleared and cleaned, and I am to
go into it on Monday next if possible. I shalt make a
small establishment for myself, for the present, and
wait Jour advice for ulterior arrangements.”
M Mrs. Adams appeared, as in other situations, the
accomplished woman, the pure-hearted patriot, and
the worthy partner of her husband’s cares and honors.
In her elevated position, her grace and elegance, with
her charms of conversation, were rendered more at-
tractive by her frank sincerity. Her close observa-
tion, discrimination of character, and clear judgment,
gave her an influence that failed not to be acknowl-
edged. , Her buoyant cheerfulness and affectionate
sympathy sustained the spirit of her husband, and it
was her part in social life to calm agitations, heal the
rankling wounds of pride, and pluck away the root of
bitterness.
|s¢ When Adams became President, Philadelphia was
still the natidnai capital; but in 1800, the seat of
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harmony ; and we meet in all places nearly the same
company.” .

Josiah Quincy was one of the honored visitors of
Mrs. Adams’ circle. She wrote of him, on his arrival :
“This young man is a rare instance of hereditary
eloquence and ingenuity in the fourth generation.
He comes into life with every advantage of family,
fortune and education.”

The site of Washington had been twelve years be-
fore designated as the future and permanent capital
of the country ; yet it remained in a very primitive
state. Wolcott wrote to his wife: “There is one
good tavern, about forty rods from the capitol, and
several other houses are built or erecting; but I do
not see how the members of Congress can possibly
secure lodgings, unless they will consent to live
like scholars in a college, or monks in a monastery,
crowded ten or twenty in one house, and utterly se-
cluded from society. There are few houses in any
one place, and most of them small, miserable huts,
which present an awful contrast to the public build-
ings. The people are poor, and as far as I can judge,
they live like fishes, by eating each other. You may
look in almost any direction, over an extent of
ground nearly as large as the city of New York, with-
out seeing a fence or any object except brick-kilns
and temporary huts for laborers. There appears to
be a confident expectation that this place will soon
exceed any city in the world.”

Gouverneur Morris wrote to a lady, a few months
later:—“ We want nothing here but houses, cellars,
kitchens, well-informed men, amiable women and
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soldiers, coming for water, were made prisoners by
the patriotic American gentlemen, and marched off
to the county gaol. The men were missed from the
ranks, and a detachment sent in search of them,
traced them to Marlborough, where the terrified in-
habitants betrayed who were their captors. The men
were recovered ; Dr. Beans was seized at midnight,
placed in his night-dress on the bare back of a mule,
and taken, closely- guarded, to the troops; thence he
was scnt to Admiral Cockburn’s ship, and thrown in-
to rigorous confinement. The whole country was
aroused, and as soon as steps could be taken, Francis
Key, the intimate friend of Dr. Beans, was sent by
President Madison with a flag of truce to get him ex-
changed. When Key reached the British fleet at
North Point, they were about to attack Baltimore;
and though he was courteously received and invited
to dine with Cockburn, he was informed that he must
remain on board till after the bombardment of the
city. He shared his friend’s uncomfortable quarters
that memorable night; at sunset seeing the “Star
Spangled Banner” waving proudly from the ramparts
of Fort McHenry. When the day dawned after that
night of battle, lit at intervals by the lurid flash of
exploding bombs, and made fearful by the thunders
of cannon, the mist was too dense to discover if «the
Flag,” or the red-cross of St. George waved from the
Fort, in the direction of which the two watched through
the port-hole, trembling with suspense. Presently
there was a ripple in the water, a soft sough in the
fog; and like magic it rolled away, revealing the
American flag still floating defiantly from its staff
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is Mrs. Winthrop G. Ray, mentioned here before her
time, as she was one of the most admired visitors to
Washington in the reign of President Pierce. She
is the niece of Mrs. Levi Woodbury. Colonel Charles
Quincy Clapp, the father of Georgiana Wingate Ray,
was the great-nephew of Mrs. John Hancock, and mar-
ried Octavia Wingate, the only daughter of Mrs. Julia
C. Wingate. Her uncommon personal beauty ren-
dered her irresistible. Her presence was an inspira-
tion to the students at Bowdoin College, when she
attended their annual exhibitions. At a private ball
in Boston, where Harvard University was represented,
complimentary couplets, printed ‘on cards in Greek
and Latin, with her name, attested the general admi-
ration. Their eldest daughter, Julia, a celebrated
beauty, and highly gifted, married John Bryce Car-
roll, a gentleman of rare endowments, and highly
connected in Virginia. Miss Georgie, the youngest
daughter, was noted for sprightliness and wit, with &
piquant, original, charming grace. At one of the
. reunions at Colonel Clapp’s hospitable mansion in
Portland, where the broad hall was a splendid pic-
ture-gallery, the author, Henry William Herbert, im-
provised a poem celebrating the loveliness and gifts

of the ladies of the family—
‘¢ A wreath of beauties such as ne’er
Of king or kaiser graced the courtly sphere.” *

* The poem closes thus :

For who can mark the fleet expression rise,

80 fraught with soul in Minna's glorious eyes?
‘Who look upon the clear and sparkling grace,
That crowns the young Franeesca’s fairy face?
‘Who catch the gems that fall, so careless cast
From Anna’s lips 80 fluent and so fast,
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Georgiana was married to Mr. Winthrop G. Ray, of
New York, a grandson of Samuel Gray, one of the
most eminent and prosperous merchants and ship-
owners of Boston. Mr. and Mrs. Ray passed the first
winter after marriage in New Orleans, where the
bride received much attention from Henry Clay, an
"old friend of the family, and other distinguished per-
sons. She afterwards spent much time in Washing-
ton, where her cousin Mrs. Montgomery Blair, and
other relatives resided, and where she was the ac-
knowledged ornament of the best circles. Her home
is in the city of New York. There she has been for
several years a leader in society, the brilliant gather-
ings in her drawing-rooms being often described in
newspapers. The companionship of a young and
lovely daughter, whose charms and graces have early
won celebrity, of late has added to the attractions of
Mrs. Ray’s house. She is herself in the prime of

80 free and fearless ?—ebe for whom one breast

In the far forest of the boundlees West

Beats worthily 2—who see, 80 young and fatr,

8arah beside her—sweet and kindred pair,

Fit sisterhood ? Who marvel at the state

Of queenly Julis, merrily sedate,

Serenely courteous, and superbly bright?

‘Who look upon the quick and flashing light

That leaps from Georgiana’s every feature—

Most artless, innocent, bewitching creature?

‘Who gaze on Sarah’s soul entrancing face,

All woman mirthfulness and woman grace;

Her self-curled locks, and eyes whose azure hue

Mocks the most lovely heaven’s most lovely blue?

‘Who ean behold, and dream that seven like these,

Bloom on the softer shores of Southern seas?

Tis done! tis done! the high emprine is gained,

The minstrel's task is o’er, his end attained—

Francesca, Minna, Sarah, Julia, Ann,

Georgians, Sarah,—match them if you can!

Minna was Mrs. Montgomery Blair; Francesca, Mrs. Fry; Anna, Mrs,

Bigelow ; Sarah, Miss Chaddock; Julia, Mrs. Carroll; Sarah, Mrs. Herle t;
Georgiana, Mrs. Ray.
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son, a lovely boy of three years old, was the pet of
his uncle the President. Indeed all the children re-
ceived the notice of the Chief Magistrate; even the
little barefooted boys had cause to know his regard
for children.
. Miss Eustice, a niece of the President, was admired
for her unaffected and easy deportment. The two
Commodores Rodgers and Warrington were excel-
lent specimens of navy officers; both possessing that
sound judgment and good common sense notion of
things which mark the practical man. General Gib-
son, an old companion in arms of General Jackson,
should not be passed unnoticed. He was one of the
modest, discreet, sensible men, who, without much
parade, think deeply and do a great deal. He was a
universal favorite, especially with the ladies. Young
Van Buren, the son of the Secretary of State, was
described as having a youthful and manly appear-
ance that gave great interest to his situation, and as
possessing extensive and varied knowledge. There
was nothing supercilious about him; but on the con-
trary a modesty becoming his years, and an intelli-
gence beyond the ordinary acquirements of young
men. Mrs. Jackson was the wife of the General’s
adopted son and private secretary, and a very pretty
woman, but seemed to prefer the tranquillity of
domestic life to the glare and splendor of official
rank. The idea was unfounded that any jealousy'
existed between her and Mrs. Donelson in relation
to the favor of the President. '
Mr. Monroe died in the first term of the adminis-

tration of President Jackson. Chief Justice Marshall’
10 .
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‘business of the Department of State and with our
foreign relations. He selected Mr. Madison, who had
the same familiarity with both home and foreign af-
fairs. Madison selected Mr. Monroe, who had also
been a foreign minister. Mr. Monroe chose Mr.
Adams, who had been a foreign minister for a long
time. After serving eight years in the Department
of State he was made President. He selected Mr.
Clay, to whom he could impart his knowledge of the
papers and the details of the office. The first two
Presidents had assisted in laying the foundation of
the Republic. The four following ones had all served
in the Department of State and could render any
assistance to a newly appointed minister. General
Jaekson only had not the advantage of familiarity
with offices. Besides this, Mr. Van Buren had to fit
out more foreign ministers, than any Secretary of
State had ever done in the same time. He had to
furnish three or four with instructions on most im-
portant subjects. Ilis proving himself equal to the
great occasion, tested his character, and his fertility
in resources.

In January, 1830, there were three Presidents of
the United States at Washington—Monroe, Adams
and Jackson. Mr. Adams had taken up his residence
there on account of the mildness of the climate and
the ill health of some of his family. Mr. Monroe was
on his way home from the Virginia Convention, full
of years, sorrow and disease.

“Who that has ever visited Georgetown, our sister
city, has not admired the beauty of her situation!
Sailing up the majestic Potomac, the town is pre-
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conducted the party into.the Fort. The ladies were
entertained by Mrs. Mason and the wives of the
other officers. The party proceeded to Old Point
Comfort, where they landed the next afternoon.
Lolonel House, the commandant of Fortress Monroe,
came with other officers to welcome them. The con-
course of visitors was very great, and the display of
fireworks very entertaining. Hon. Mr. Branch—
the Secretary of the Navy—was tall and well-pro-
portioned, graceful in his gestures and affable and
kindly in his manners. His daughters possessed a
full share of beauty and accomplishments, with re-
tiring modesty.

Miss Fanny Wright, about this time, had attracted
much public attention by her lectures, given in the
principal cities. She was undoubtedly one of the
most singular women of the age. Possessing intel-
lectual powers of the first order, and fervid eloquence,
undaunted in the advocacy of her views, and reckless
of public opinion, in an ignorant age she might have
stirred up disturbance, and shaken society to its
foundation. Among the warm admirers of her elo-
quence were Ming, Blatchley, Tom Skidmore and
other originators of the « Military Hall” party. They
took advantage of the excitement produced by her
lectures to avow their own bold principles. A scien-
tific quack issued an advertisement to the ladies and
gentlemen of color, offering to them a newly invented
chemical agent, warranted to wash them white in six
hours. Dinah, one of Miss Wright's favorite disciples,
exclaimed, on hearing of it, “ Guy, massa, spose ebery-
body’s skin white as yellowbaster, what den! Guy,
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Washington in obedience to the summons, he was
almost moneyless, with only a frock coat, and had a
great gash on the side of his head from an overset in
the road. Going to dine with the President, he found
a company of ambassadors and other high function-
aries, superbly dressed, in the east room. “The tails
of his uncomfortable frock coat hung heavily upon
.the stranger, who shrunk into a corner abashed. The
President sought him out, placed him at his right
hand, and completely won his heart. Thus sprang
the Globe into existence.”

On May, 1830, a soi-disant leader in the fashionable
world went to Washington. He wished to see the
Senate, and made his entrance at the side door, at
the very moment the full, rapid tones of the Vice-
President were heard—saying: “The Senators in
favor of the motion will please to rise.”

Half the Senate rose as the man of fashion was
entering. “Gentlemen” he cried—¢ pray don’t rise!
do be seated” Again rose the voice of the Vice-
President, putting the negative of the question.
The other portion of the Senate rose. This mark
of condescension overwhelmed the leader of the ton.
“ Why, really, gentlemen,” he said, “you do me too
much honor; let me beg you to be seated.” When
he returned to the banks of the Schuylkill, he told
his friends that the Senate of the United States was
composed of the politest gentlemen he had ever seen.

At the time of General Jackson’s election, four gen-
tlemen who stood preéminent in the political ranks,
were indicated for the succession: Clay and Webster,
Calhoun and Van Buren: the first two political op-
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exhausted the vigor and even hopes of an ordinary
person, rising from every partial defeat with strength
renewed, and re-entering on the strife with a firm re-
liance on the justice of her cause, Myra Clark Gaines
achieved a victory that commanded the admiration
and sympathy of the whole country. The Supreme
~ Court of the United States decided the case in her
favor, against the city of New Orleans and other in-
cumbents on her property. The Supreme Court of
Louisiana, recognizing the justice of her claim, ordered
the last will of Daniel Clark—charged to have been
fraudulently destroyed—to ‘be admitted to probate
and executed. But though invested with an unques-
tionable title to an estate of millions, the law’s delay
and vexatious suits continued to interpose between
her and the fruits of her well-earned victory; while
the civil war postponed her possession of her own. -
With patience unabated and heroic hopefulness, she
waited for the resumption of the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court of the United States over appeals
from Louisiana. She ought now to enjoy her success
without further legal contention. But with a whole
city in opposition and hundreds of purchasers whose
titles are invalidated by her paramount right, there
are still difficulties to overcome.
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VIII.
JACKSON’S ADMINISTRATION.

Party at Secretary Woodbury’s—Social Etiquette—The President
crowded from his own Table—Popular Churches—Mr. Cass’s Party
—New Year's Levee—Amos Kendall—Mrs. Florida White—Presi-
dential Ball and Supper—Mrs. Huntington—Mrs. Johnston—Mrs.
Benton’s Coteries —Miss Cora Livingston—Memoir of Mrs. Ben-
ton—Her Buccor of a poor Girl—The mad Woman’s attempt to
kill her, to save her from the Ills of Life—Mr. Benton’s timely In-
terposition—Mrs. Benton’s Liberation of her Slaves—Curious scene
of the Execution of the Expunging Resolution—* Spat” between
Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Clay—Society and Manners in Washing-
ton—Etiquette of Parties—Amusing Account of a fashionable Soiree
—The rough Kentuckian and his “ Jane”—The deaf foreign Minis-
ter and the Belle—Nicholas Biddle—Tableau party in Georgetown
—The eccentric Secretary of the Navy—Gorgeous Fancy Ball—
First attempt at a Masquerade—Mrs. Forsythe’s Parties—Mrs.
‘Woodbury’s—Brilliant one in Baltimore—Miss Martineau and her
Tube—Santa Anna—Scene in the Gallery—Judges of the Supreme
Court—Secene in the Library—The Big Cheese—Amusing Anecdotes
of Jackson’s Determination—Memoir of Mrs. Edward Livingston
—Memoir of Mrs. Levi Woodbury.

“ WHAT the Secretaries are to do with the ten thou-
sand applications for the freedom of their drawing-
rooms, I cannot imagine,” was the exclamation of &
visitor at the close of 1835. The gay season opened
with a party at Secretary Woodbury’s. The lady pre-
sided with great dignity and grace. Several dashing
belles from Baltimore, Alexandria and Georgetown,






















































ANTECEDENTS OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE. 193

wind and water.” He was a sound lawyer, and ex-
ceedingly popular. Judge McLean was in person
tall, wellformed, and graceful; sedate, grave and
modest ; regularin his habits, temperate in all things,
laborious and indefatigable in the discharge of every
duty. He made up by industry for the want of quick-
ness. His judgment was never warped by prejudice,
nor led into error by the imagination. He never al-
lowed feeling to enter into his legal investigations;
though it was indicated by acts of benevolence and
generous sympathy. His mind was more logical than
metaphysical, and he liked demonstration better than
speculation.

A newspaper writer described at a party: «That
tall, narrow-faced, but good-looking man—the Chief-
Justice of the Supreme Court. He and I, some thirty
years ago, were small lawyers in a small county court
in Maryland, satisfied with the humblest fee for wear
and tear of intellect; and now he is at the head of
the highest judicial tribunal in the United States.
When I first knew him he had an impediment in his
speech, which he still retains, but to a much less ex-
tent. He was exceedingly modest, retiring and unas-
suming. As he rose at the bar his ambition became
inflamed, and he plunged into the vortex of party
politics, and became a federal demagogue in a State
where democracy had the ascendency. He devoted
his days and nights to his profession; was made At-
torney-General ; was appointed Secretary of the Treas-
ury ;—and finally was elevated to the Chief-Justiceship
of the Supreme Court of the United States, in the
place of one ‘whase like we ne’er shall see again.’

--
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cution by Adams; and said the gentleman now hold-
ing the appointment of navy agent at Baltimore had
held it many years. “That proves him worthy of
confidence,” replied the General. Captain Phillips
then remarked that the incumbent was rich and did
not require the office. “Then” replied the hero, “ he
has no inducement to be dishonest;” the General all
the while calmly smoking his pipe, his feet resting
on the mantel-piece. The Captain resolved to make
a last desperate effort. “I have an aged wife,” he
pleaded, “ we are fast declining into the valley of the
shadow of death in wretched poverty; this little
office would give us the comforts of life, and speed
our downward path to the tomb” The General
dropped his feet to the floor, laid his pipe on the ta-
ble, called for pen and ink, wrote a note and handed
it to Captain Phillips.

“ Here is an order for your appointment ; take it
to the Secretary of the Navy. If this little office is
not necessary to the comfort of its possessor, and will
make yourself and your aged wife happy, you shall
have it.” Captain Phillips took the note to Governor
Branch, but was informed it came too late; that Mr.
James Bealty, of Baltimore, had been recommended
by political friends of the administration; that his
nomination was before the Senate and that he would
not recall it. Phillips returned to the President and
told him the result. “He won't recall it?” exclaimed
Jackson. “Then, by the , I will! Mr. Secretary,
fill up a nomination for Captain Isaac Phillips; carry
it to the Senate Chamber, recall the nomination of
James Bealty, and substitute the one for Isaac Phil-
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eight or nine days in advance, and, of course, no one
was expected to go who was not an invited: guest.
An invitation, however, was easily procured by a
stranger who had any standing in society, by leaving
his card before the soirée was given. The hotel books
were regularly examined, and invitations were sent
to the stranger or foreigner of note newly arrived.
Lions were as eagerly sought after in Washington as
in the circles in London. A constant requisition was
made upon members of Congress; they were the life
of all companies, and a necessary ingredient in the
composition of fashionable parties. Some of them,
who were at first exceedingly rough, contrived to
throw off the awkwardness and rusticity of former
habits, and mingled freely in society. As a man’s
standing and consequence were tested by the figure
he made in fashionable circles, every one was anxious
to be initiated, and to play his part as conspicuously as
possible. These efforts to be classed with the fashion-
ables were attended with expenses which the circum-
stances of but few could justify. A carriage, servants
in livery, fine furniture, splendid apparel—especially
among the women, who were as passionately fond of
dress as in other cities—good wine, and all the other
 pride, pomp and circumstance of glorious” fashion
had to be procured. The man who attended parties
was expected to give them, and in striving to keep
up appearances insolvency was too often the result.
Some, however, were very sagacious in maintaining
their rank. They lived sparingly, and except when
they gave parties or were invited to them, observed
the strictest economy.
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was of the ancient family of the Seigneurs of Avezac
in Neboussau, but of the younger branch, that of the
Seigneurs of Castera, settled in Bigorre. Pierre Val-
entin himself was a younger son. His father, who
reserved for this son’s only patrimony, some ecclesias-
tical benefices which he possessed in the Diocese of
Tarbes, destined him for the Church, and sent him to
Paris to study at the Sorbonne. When prepared to
take orders, young D’Avezac showed inclinations little
in conformity with his father’s intentions; and to
escape the ecclesiastical profession, he suddenly em-
barked for Martinique in the year 1748, and thence
went to St. Domingo. His talents and perseverance
soon gave him prominence among the inhabitants of
the Island. He held successively military and legal
* offices of importance under the colonial government,
and having finally become a planter, showed in the cul-
tivation of his lands, ability that gave him great influ-
ence. He proposed the construction of a canal for the
purpose of fertilizing the beautiful valley of the Fond,
and, in the absence of a professional engineer, under-
took himself to have it made .by his own slaves. He
had to contend with difficulties and embarrassments
to accomplish his purpose, but these were settled to
his honor by the intervention of the Comte d’Argout,
Lieutenant Governor, and the award in judgment of
the Prince de Rohan, Governor-General of the Island.
D’Avezac had married, in the year 1752, Marie
Thérese de Linois, a near relative of the vice-admiral
of that name. By her he had five children, of whom
the second son was the father of Mrs. Livingston.
Jean Pierre Valentin Joseph D’Avezac de Castera
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lected a large library to which the child was allowed
access. She learned to read, no one could tell how.
Mrs. Livingston in speaking of this in after life used
to relate that one day while her mother was at her
toilet undergoing the elaborate process of having her
_ hair dressed and powdered according to the fashion
then prevailing in France, she had taken up a glit-
tering pomatum jar and read off aloud the label on
it. Her father, who at that moment entered the
room, was amazed at finding the little girl had spared
them the trouble of teaching her to read. From that
time books were her passion. Fortunately her in-
stincts led her to all that was elevated in literature,
for no one guided her in any way. Plutarch’s heroes
became the objects of her girlish enthusiasm. The
classics, ancient and modern, in prose and in verse,were
greedily devoured, and these treasures, appropriated
by her memory, were retained through life to extreme
old age, for she never forgot what she had acquired
in that plantation library. Her brother Auguste,
nearly her own age, shared in these tastes. When-
ever one of the two was consigned for some youthful
misconduct, to the dark closet reserved for juvenile
delinquents in all countries, the other would crouch
at the door before the chattiére, (an opening which it
was the custom to leave under doors for the egress
of cats), with a Virgil, a Tasso, a Racine or some other
work equally above their years, and reading aloud the
_magic pages, charm away the solitude of the captive
within. The sports of these children partook of the
same spirit. They would enact whole scenes impro-
vised from the Iliad, the Eneid or the Jerusalem De-
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the risk of remaining too long amidst the dangers
that surrounded her. She therefore accompanied her
aged grandmother who had determined upon imme-
diate emigration. The party was completed by an
aunt with two unmarried daughters, and Madame
Moreau’s little sister, a child six years of age. Those
" who knew Mrs. Livingston will remember hearing her
narrate this episode of her early history in her own
peculiarly graphic style. She would describe the
English frigate hovering round the Island, offering
means of escape. A time had been appointed to re-
ceive the fugitives on board. They found their way
to the shore by night through a dense forest. There
they lay concealed, weiting with breathless anxiety
for the boat which was to come to their rescue. At
day-break they heard footsteps approaching, crunch-
ing the dry twigs. In their despair they drew closer
and closer together, to receive the death blow. A
dog now came bounding upon them in an ecstasy of
joy. Then the branches which surrounded them
were cautiously parted, and they heard the well-
known voice of a faithful slave, saying in the French
idiom of the St. Domingo negroes: “ Mistress, are you
there ? Don’t be afraid, it is I, bringing you some
food. The boat will not be here until night” They
waited throughout that long weary day until it came
to a close, and the shadows of evening deepened
upon the Island. A small boat was then seen coming
for them from the frigate. It reached the shore;
they all got in, and the sailors began to row off again
making direct for the ship. Just then a party of
negroes came in sight. Maddened at the escape of
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June, 1805. One of Madame Moreau’s young cousins
was at the same time united to the son of one of the
most esteemed citizens of New Orleans. The double
wedding took place at midnight in the chapel of the
Ursuline Convent, (an old building still extant in New
Crleans.) Madame Moreau having recently lost her
venerable aunt, the ceremony was private and but
few were present to wituess it. But the place, the
hour and the circumstances, made it most impressive.
The chapel dimly lighted with wax tapers, and sweet
with the perfume of June flowers; the nuns behind
their grating, unseen, yet revealing their presence by
their chants; the brides, both beautiful and one sur-
passingly so; no one who saw her could ever forget
her. And above all, the remembrance of the vicissi-
tudes they had experienced, and the haven of rest
“they had found, all combined to inspire the eloquence
of the priest officiating. I’Abbé de Espinasse’s ad-
dress on the occasion left no one unmoved.*

When the family of émigrés left the chapel it was
not to return to the modest home where they had
all lived and labored together. From that time the
little household was broken up. Mrs. Livingston’s
mother, who had some time previously come to New
Orleans, now accompanied her to her new home, taking
with her also her younger daughter. The husband
of the young cousin likewise took his bride and her
sister to his house. The exiles had found a country
and their destiny was fixed. The country of her

# Thirty years afterwards, when Mr. Livingston was United States’ Ministee
at Paris, he received a letter from this gifted ecclesiastic, then promoted to &
bishopric in one of the French provinces.
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the United States, he had heard where Mrs. Living-
ston was and had called. The memory of her for-
mer kindness had never been effaced from his mind.
Shortly after the war, New Orleans was visited by
the yellow fever. During these epidemics, Mrs. Living-
ston formed part of a society of ladies who went about
nursing the helpless victims of this terrible disease.
She took pleasure in these offices of charity, for
which she was fitted by a natural aptitude to take
care of the sick. With her it was a labor of love.
‘When still young, Mrs. Livingston was fearful of fall-
ing into a weakness common among women, of con-
eealing her age. She therefore gave a dinner to which
she invited many friends and acquaintances. When
all were assembled, she requested them to drink her
health, adding: <« To-day I am thirty; if I should be
tempted to forget it, you must remind me of it.”
She had but onechild, upon whom she lavished ex-
traordinary maternal devotion, hardly ever suffering
her to be out of her sight. Her daughter had scarcely
reached girlhood, when Mrs. Livingston assumed the
simplest matronly attire. Ever afterwards she seemed
rather displeased than flattered when allusions were
made before her, to her own still remarkable personal
appearance. All self was merged in her daughter.
This lovely girl was a celebrated belle in Washington.
In 1822 Mr. Livingston left New ‘Orleans to enter
political life as member of Congress from Louisiana.
He afterwards exchanged his seat in the House for
one in the Senate. This was in turn relinquished for
the office of Secretary of State, which he resigned in
1833 to go to France as Minister. During these ten
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woman herself, she had never before seen France.
Her mind was fully prepared for the intellectual and
social feast before her. Nevertheless she remained
faithful in her devotion to her adopted country. She
did not even like to explain how she came to speak
the language so purely, and when complimented about
it, would simply say that in the United States all wo-
men of education spoke French. The dignity of the
country she represented was above all things dear to
her, and she never permitted a word detrimental to it,
in her presence. The Prussian Ambassador in Paris
one day spoke of Washington as a village, and turning
to Mrs. Livingston asked her what was its population.
To which she answered courteously but with a smile:
“3 peu prés celle de Potsdam.” On another occasion
there was some difficulty about certain rights claimed
by foreign ministers for the wives of the secretaries
of legation. M. de St. Maurice, whose duty it was to
settle these points of etiquette, expressed surprise
that Mrs. Livingston, coming from a republic, should
attach any importance to such things. To which she
answered : “nous devons y mettre I'importance que
vous y attachez vous méme.” She not only gained
her point with M. de St. Maurice, but the additional
consideration due to one who knew her rights and
enforced them, great or small, never for a moment
neglecting what was due to her country. Mrs. Liv-
ingston was appreciated at the court of Louis Philippe
by the most distinguished men of the day, such as
Guizot, Mignet and Villemain, who were all con-
fréres of Mr. Livingston at the French Institute. M.
de Marbois was an old friend of his, whom he had
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analyze the qualities to which Mrs. Woodbury owed
~ her remarkable success and popularity. Esteemed as
she was and is, for a thousand virtues and accomplish-
ments, by a wide circle of friends and acquaintances,
and all her acquaintances must be her friends—noted
for the union of personal charms with solid judgment,
perfect taste, and the graceful ease acquired by con-
stant association with the best society, there is some-
thing more that constitutes the subtle attraction for
which she is distinguished. It is partly her invaria-
ble calmness and the moderation of her nature, in-
spiring confidence ; partly her generous consideration
at all times for others. She is a lovely study for all
who appreciate the highest and gentlest qualities of
womanhood. But though we cannot say in what the
spell consists, it will be well for all women to emulate
the virtues of such a character.
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would have made your heart leap within you had you
heard him. He took up the subjects of currency, of
money, of exchange, of manufactures, of buying and
selling, of credit in all its forms, of banking, and han-
dled them with all the ease that a master mechanic
would his tools. The perfect command he has over
language enables him to do what others would not
dare to attempt. . . . . The breach between Calhoun
and Preston is all the talk here. On Saturday the
latter made a long and eloquent speech in opposition
to his colleague. Duff has opened his battery upon
Preston, but Duff is in the last stage of decrepitude,
and flutters like an expiring cock. Calhoun will carry
but few with him, and it is believed his career is at an
end. Black Hawk and his son are the only lions in the
city at present. The people are rushing in crowds to
see them. There is a member of the lower house from
Alabama, worth a trip to Washington to get a sight
of. He is about five feet ten inches high. His legs
resemble inverted old-fashioned churns. I should
guess his weight to be not less than five hundred
pounds. They say he is a man of some sense; he
certainly carries great weight of character with him.
This elephantine legislator would not disgrace old
Jack Falstaff He is the great point of attraction.
The ladies can’t imagine how the poor fellow can live.”

In October of this year, Mrs. Madison returned
to live in Washington, after an absence of twenty-
three years. A visit to her was thus described :—«1
took her to be between sixty and seventy years of
age. The same smile played upon her features and
the same look of benevolence and good nature
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fashionable of all parties mingle more harmoniously.
Foreigners now, as in your day, are all the go. A
poor attaché, a gambling minister, a beggarly Ger
man baron, or a nominal French count, is preferred
to the most substantial and accomplished citizen,
among the young women at this court.””

Mrs. Madison smiled at this picture, and spoke
with much feeling of the former condition and ap-
pearance of the city.

After Christmas, it was said : “ The Attorney Gene-
ral, to avoid giving parties, has taken lodgings, and
quitted housekeeping. Secretary Dickerson is an old
bachelor, and has a good excuse. Secretary Forsythe
is too poor to afford the expense,and finds he can get
along as well without them. Secretary Woodbury is
waiting till after the holidays, when he will probably
entertain as usual. Of the foreign diplomatic corps I
know of none except M. Pontois, who is likely to
entertain this winter. Fox is an old bachelor, who
dines at twelve o’clock at night, and breakfasts at
one the next day. He hates the sight of women, and
eschews their society. He is fond of mutton, but sel-
dom invites Mouton to his table. He is a solitaire,
who, though he does not forget all, is ‘by all forgot.’
His few servants threaten to leave him, as they do
not like leading the life of an owl :—sleep all day
and work all night.”

A scene in the gallery was reported by a witness:

“¢Did you hear Menifee on this question?’ asked

one.
«¢Yes, what do you think of him!’

«¢That he is a young man of fine talents ; destined
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be a monstrous pity to have Mr. Wise shot. He is such
a bold and independent man, and makes such inter-
esting speeches’ An old Jackson lady remarked:
‘T am sure he would be no great loss if Mr. Gholson
were to kill him ; and I would rather hear him speak
than a thousand Wises. But what a noise that man
yonder is making. How shocking! to come here to
sleep !’

““Why do they keep the gallery so dark!’ asked a
black-eyed girl. ¢Because, was the gallant reply,
‘the Speaker thinks the light from the radiant eyes
of the fair quite enough without artificial illumina-
tion.””

At the close of the year, Calhoun was still % the
leader of the Southern party in the House, and
wishes to be so of both Houses. But Wise, too, has
thrown himself in front on this great Southern ques-
tion, and takes the lead from him in Virginia, for the
purpose of aiding Clay, whom Calhoun is maneuver-
ing to defeat” One among many scenes like the
following may be illustrative: “On the allusion of
Mr. Slade (a member from Vermont) to ‘the Alton
tragedy, a simultaneous movement was made through-
out the House. Legaré attempted to get the floor,
but was resisted by his friends, who used all their
force to keep him down. Slade all the while was
declaiming against the slaveholder and the slave-
holding States. Wise, who at least has the appear-
ance of a madman, was so infuriated that his clenched
fist was making its way through every obstacle that
came within his reach. Imagine this picture! Slade
in the centre, inflaming the Southerners by his vio-
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backwoods. Major General Scott looked splendidly.
He towered above the rest of the company like a
giant among pigmies. His Florida laurels were not,
however, green on his brow; the Seminoles not al-
lowing themselves to be conquered. Jessup did lit-
tle better. There was some complaint of the want
of refreshments, as it had been usual to have them
in the administration of Mr. Madison and Mr. Adams.

Mrs. Adams and Mrs. Madison received company.
on the same day. Mrs. Madison moved like a queen
in her crowded rooms, dressed in black, with a turban
she had beén accustomed to wear at the White House.
She seemed much pleased to welcome her friends,
among whom were Clay, Bell, Preston, and several
whig Senators. The stream of visitors was contin-
ually ebbing and flowing. Mrs. Madison, though
some seventy years of age, did not look more than
fifty. At Mrs. Adams’ house, too, the company con-
sisted of the élite of the city. It was singular to be
able to visit in one day a President, an ex-President,
and the widow of an ex-President.

It was said there was but little musical taste in the
capital at that period. The theatre was well patron-
ized, and there was no lack of excellent actors.

Mr. Legaré had the character of being a good
speaker, and when he was to address the House on
the Mississippi election, the galleries were crowded by
auditors. To give an idea of the jam, a single inci-
dent may be mentioned. A shabby-genteel dandy,
with a rusty cloak fastened round his neck by a-gilé
~ clasp, had been pinioned against the wall, and made

vain efforts to escape. The wave of the crowd pushed
16 .
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terested—absorbed—and occasionally laughed till his
eyes filled with tears. He has an enthusiasm for the
old English drama, and its effects on him were as
strong and natural as the first play on the nerves of
an innocent country girl. His appearance, with his
fine bald head and few silvery locks, had a pictur-
esque and pleasing effect.”

Mr. Van Buren invited the Vespucci to a cabinet
dinner he gave towards the close of January to the
judges of the Supreme Court. It was remarked that
he seemed much struck with the splendid Tuscan
beauty, and had been turning his attention to the
Italian language. He placed Vespucci between him-
gelf and Mr. Webster. On sitting down, he asked her
if she spoke-. English; she replied “a lit,” with a
charming smile. But his excellency was prevented
from bringing his Italian into play, by Mr. Webster’s
% Parlez vous Frangais ?” and the lady’s  Oh, oui Mon-
gieur.” An amusing account was given of the efforts
and failures of the two great statesmen, whose French
and Italian were soon exhausted. “Never was there
seen such a specimen of classical pantomime; Mr.
Van Buren and Mr. Webster, sitting on either side of
Vespucci, as dumb as if they had lost their tongues.
Not a single word could they say that she understood ;
and not a word she said did they understand. In
this crisis of affairs, an interpreter was discovered at
table, after which the conversation with the fair Flor-
entine went on with great spirit.”

An artist from New York—Mr. Linen—painted an
excellent cabinet portrait of Henry Clay, which was
shown in Washington. While Clay was dining with
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place of Justice Duval. He was in turn succeeded
by Peter V. Daniel. Barbour was a Virginia country
gentleman, after the most perfect model of that class;
living on his baronial estate with his family, slaves,
flocks and herds. He was a strict votary of that
school of politics of which Jefferson, Madison, John
Taylor of Caroline, Monroe, Macon, &c., were the
great exemplars. '

The naval career of Commodore Porter illustrated
the benefits of the cruising system in our naval war-
fare. His personal history was full of incident and
adventure, in keeping with his generous and heroic
character. He was a lion on the quarter-deck and
in battle, “ the Paul Jones of the second war of Inde-
pendence.” His death occurred during Tyler’s Presi-
dency.
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the Massachusetts coast. Mrs. Webster was a help-
meet to her husband, both in domestic and public
affairs; reading to and for him, culling and arranging
useful facts and ideas, and assisting him in his ex-
tensive correspondence. While he was Secretary of
State, she was his efficient aid, and made his house
the center of a brilliant society, drawing around them
the finest spirits of the century, and many of high
repute. _

After the music ended and the company had dis-
persed, the President and his family passed on to the
theater, where they had promised to attend Miss Mo-
nier’s beunefit. She had selected “Money” for the
play, perhaps as a gentle hint to the people that the
government wanted some of that commodity! It was
the first successful evening she had had. The audi-.
ence welcomed the entrance of the Chief Magistrate
with a burst of applause. Such a reception had not
occurred since the fever of Jackson’s popularity was
at its height. It was spontaneous and hearty, and
was acknowledged with grace and dignity.

On the next Saturday the clouds had portended a
storm ; but the sky cleared as the fashionables began
to gather around Capitol Hill. Mrs. Tyler and her
husband and infant daughter, and the Boz family were
noticed, and a true, warm-hearted major with his gentle
lady, “ with the well instructed head and the Cinde-
rella foot” There were more carriages than usual;
though the promenaders made no show comparable
with the hundreds who had filled the President’s
grounds on Wednesday. The “classical” party of
the previous evening at the President’s, was freely
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% At half-past eleven we ladies took our station at
the upper end of the blue room, while father stood
in the center (we being the lesser lights) to receive
the foreign ministers and the cabinet, who made their
appearance half an hour before the crowd. This first
half hour was a very pleasant one, and passed rap-
idly away. The diplomatique corps were all present
but Mr. Fox, who sent an apology pleading indisposi-
tion. He is a complete bat, only making his appear-
ance by candlelight. The costumes of the foreign
ministers were very beautiful, and as each entered,
surrounded by his aflachés, the scene was quite im-
posing. The Baron de Roenné is peculiarly soldier-
like and noble in his appearance; and there is a
simplicity and quietude in his whole bearing and
conversation, that to me is peculiarly agreeable. Mr.
Bodisco and his beautiful wife came later than the
rest. She is rather on the milk-maid order of beauty.
I can imagine her dropping a curtsy like the maid
in the song, with ‘my face is my fortune, sir, she said,’
and her face really has been her fortune as regards
a fine house, fine carriage, and fine clothes; and a
fine husband, too, for the matter of that, for nothing
could be finer than Mr. Bodisco’s uniform. It is per-
fectly dazzling in its magnificence, his whole breast
glistening with orders.

“At twelve o’clock the crowd rushed in—men,"
women, and children,—a very orderly crowd though,
and nicely dressed. A little after the first rush of the
‘sovereign people,” came the ladies, and their respect-
ive escorts. I cannot say who I thought the prettiest
woman—perhaps it was Mrs. Potts, Mr. Rose’s sister;
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she is very lovely-looking. Of course Mr. Calhoun
and Mr. Webster were the most distinguished looking
men. Mr. Calhoun is more abstracted in ladies’ soci-
ety than Mr. Webster. Although Mr. Webster looks
so overwhelmingly sensible, he can talk the most
agreeable nonsense possible. I do like him very
much. ¢In virtue of my office’ he always leads me
in to dinner—and often informs my ignorance of the
nicest entremets to eat, the nicest wines to drink, &e.,
&c. Then he tells me charming anecdotes about his
visits to the great houses in England, just the gos-
giping things a woman loves to hear.”. . . .

In January, 1842, a new practice was adopted in
reference to social visits at the executive mansion.
Since Mr. Tyler’s accession the drawing-room had been
open every evening for the reception of acquaintances
and persons having the privilege; it was now deter-
mined to receive visitors only on Thursday and Satur-
day evenings. The new year inaugurated a gay sea-
son in the court circles. The most brilliant entertain-
ment was given by Madame de Bodisco, and the rank,
talent, fashion and beauty of the capital were invited.
Rumor announced the approaching marriage of Miss
Tyler with Mr. Waller, a young lawyer of Richmond ;
and engagements and marriages formed the subject
of general conversation. The new Attorney-General
Mr. Legaré, was said to be on the eve of abandoning
his fortress to gentle hands.

Mrs. Tyler wrote in January 1842 :—

. . . “Iveryseldom go to parties, but, of course,
could not refuse Madame Bodisco’s invitation. Her
ball was expected to be the grand affair of the sea-
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have been very comical. Members from the various
sections of the Union, intending to domesticate with
their families for a session, arranged what was styled
a “mess.” These were generally formed of persons
professing the same politics, having an identity of in-
terest, associations, feelings, &c. Sometimes friends
not in Congress were admitted into these coteries.
Few congressionals having the means or inclination
to form permanent establishments of their own, these
mess parties were frequently resorted to, to recipro-
cate the hospitalities of the stationary society. The
mess at Mrs. Kennedy’s was composed of old and
young. Since the opening of the season at M. de
Bodisco’s, nothing comparable in comfort and elegance
had been exhibited, without, however, any parade of
illumination or tinsel livery. Mrs. Linn of Missouri,
and Mrs. Gaines, the distinguished wife of the General,
presided as matrons at the ceremonial. Mr. Buchanan
led in a graceful, brilliant woman, bewitching with
her arch expression and the turn of her head. Some .
thought they might be discussing Clay’s amendment
to the constitution; others, that the best she could
propose would be an amendment to the gallant Penn-
sylvanian’s confirmed bachelorship. “The King of
Alabama” drew near them. Buchanan and King
were called “the Siamese twins;” they ate, drank,
voted and .visited together. Then came up Tom
Allen, late of the Madisonian, with the wealthy lady
whom he married afterwards, Miss Russell from Mis-
souri; a neat, plump, pretty little creature, wearing a
tiara and necklace of diamonds. The belle of Wash-
ington, Miss Dawson of Louisiana, dazzled all around





















338 TYLER'S ADMINISTRATION.

dies. Mr. Calhoun came to him when it was con-
cluded, and bade him an affectionate farewell.

Lord Ashburton, the new British minister, came
early in April. He was nearly six feet in height—
a stout man, pale, but active in movement, with a
mild and pleasing expression of countemance. He
immediately proceeded to a house hired and pre-
pared for him on President Squdre, near Mr. Web-
ster’s. Three secretaries and five servants comprised
his retinue. A splendid dinner was in waiting for
him. The age of his lordship was sixty-five ; but he
was a finer looking man than Lord Morpeth. Ac-
cording to the etiquette between minister and ambas-
sador, he was to call on the morrow upon Mr. Fox,
who would present him to the Secretary of State.
It was not supposed that Mr. Fox was to be sus-
‘pended. The warm spring weather brought on re-
newed gayeties. The wife of the Secretary of State
held her levee on Tuesdays, the visiting-day of the
week for the families of the cabinet. A grand dinner
and a ball were in prospect, to honor the great retir-
ing orator, Mr. Clay. The fashionables expected some
agreeable entertainments from Lord Ashburton. This
nobleman came charged with full powers to settle,
among other points, the boundary question on a prin-
ciple of compromise. He brought his own carriage
and horses and a great quantity of luggage; it was
therefore supposed he intended a long residence.

Horace Everett, of Vermont, a whig, one of the
fathers of the House of Representatives, entered Con-
gress in 1829, and for twelve years had been one of
the most assiduous members. He was then about

~
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his name, excited a great sensation in political circles.
His history embraced the record of numerous patriotic
deeds during the war of 1812, and he occupied a
“larger share of public attention as the question of the
next Presidency began to be agitated. On the first
day of January, 1843, the President’s house was thrown
open for visitors; Mr. Webster, M. de Bodisco, Gen-
eral Cass, John C. Calhoun, Mr. Adams, Mr Roosevelt
and other distinguished citizens receiving the com-
pany. General Cass had received the visits and
cordial greeting of almost all the members of Con-
gress, and was very happy with his charming family.
Seven thousand were guessed to be present. Among
them were seen Senators Tallmadge, Choate, Rives,
Evans, Merrick, Bates, Carr, Calhoun, Sevier, King,
Allen, Linn, Conrad, Woodbridge, Porter, Young, &c.
Of the House of Representatives the most conspicu-
ous were Messrs. Pickens and Morgan, General Daw-
son, General Ward, Colonel Sumter of South Carolina,
Frank Granger, Mr. Roosevelt, John McKeon, Gov-
ernor Pope, Albert Smith, Allen of Maine, John C.
Clark, Judge Edwards, Gwinn and Thompson of Missis-
sippi, &c. Among the charming women present were
Mrs. Bodisco, Mrs. Fletcher Webster, Mrs. J. J. Roose-
velt, Mrs. Wickliffe, Mrs. Greenough, the Misses Daw-
son, Gales, Granger, Wickliffe, Elizabeth Blair, Miss
Woodbury, Bayard, Mason of Alexandria, the accom-
plished daughters of Thomas L. Smith, &c. The ar-
rangements were admirable. Robert Tyler and his
lovely and accomplished wife stood by the President
to receive their friends, and Mrs. William Tyler was
the object of universal admiration. John C. Calhoun
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country! My dear, he kas come! come, seen and
conquered —he has come, seen me, and been con-
quered! The Marshal arrived during the Presi-
dent’s absence in Virginia, and the whole duty of
entertaining him devolved upon me! To be sure,
Mr. Tyler is here; but he is only the Prince Con-
sort, you know. He arrived on Saturday, and sent
the same evening to ask if I would receive him,
and at what hour he should call. I appointed eight
oclock, it being then past seven. I immediately
sent for the officers of the cabinet, and was sur-
rounded by them when the old hero arrived, ac-
companied by his suite. He bowed to the very
ground, and I curtsied quite as low. I cannot con-
vey to you an idea of how charmingly I received
him. The hour he remained he spent in compliment-
ing me in French and English, rather jumbled to-
gether, while I returned his compliments in the same
eccentric mixture of languages. At last, after a
flourishing speech, squeezing my hand, with a second
low bow over it, he departed, followed by his suite,
each first making a profound obeisance. I could not re-
sist the impulse, and, as the last mustachioed French-
man left the room, I turned a pirouette upon one foot
on the rug, and then, dropping a low curtsey, said:
‘I beg the cabinet’s pardon’ Whereat Mr. Tyler
was exceeding wrathy, though every one else said it
was the ‘sweetest thing’ I had done the whole even-
ing. The Marshal was to leave the next morning
(Sunday), but I sent him an invitation for Monday
evening. You should see the note of acceptance he
wrote (I have it in my book of autographs): he
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Virginian, driven by an old negro in battered hat and
torn coat, the harness mended with ropes, the leather
curtains shrunk and flying in the wind. Anon came
along a provincial dandy on a prancing big-headed
horse whose sides the rider lacerated with his long
spurs, and by checking him with the curb forced him
to go sideways, so that the most prominent objects
were the horse’s long tail and the rider’s large nose,
his military saddle denoting that some of his ances-
tors were in the army. Then came the handsome
carriage and blood horses of a member from New
Jersey ; the two colored servants in neat plain clothes,
respectable and grave in their appearance. Now,
walking briskly along, came the President’s private
secretary, John Tyler, Jr.; the handsomest man in
Washington. He was accustomed to carry the Presi-
dents messages to the Senate and the House.

Yet even in this kingdom of fashion there were
fine ladies, self-styled leaders of the ton, who con-
sidered themselves too exclusive to visit the family
of “ that honest, courteous gentleman, the President,”
and who boasted that they had never been inside the
White House since the death of General Harrison.
One of these high dames, the moment it was an-
nounced that the President would hold his first levee,
issued invitations for a supper-party the same even-
ing, inviting those she regarded as belonging to the
first set, and intimating that their non-attendance
would be followed by expulsion from the coterie.
This lady who tried to put a slight on the family of
the Chief Magistrate was no scion of “ the first fami-
lies in Virginia, born on the banks of the Potomac
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drunk. Shortly before the catastrophe, Judge Up-
shur had been called on for his toast. He accident-
ally took up an empty bottle,and pleasantly remarked
that “ the dead bodies” (the empty bottles) must be
cleared away before he could give his toast. By
chance another empty bottle was pushed towards
him ; he repeated his joke, which drew from Captain
Stockton the reply that there were plenty of living
(bottles) to supply the places of the dead. The Pres-
ident then gave the toast: “ The Princeton and her
three guns, &c.” The leading gentlemen then with-
_ drew from the table to make room for others; and
within ten minutes Judge Upshur himself was a dead
body! Six hearses were escorted by Mr. Wickliffe
to the President’s house, where the body of Colonel
Gardiner remained till the funeral.

At this time the two great questions of the an-
- nexation of Texas, and the negotiations concern-
ing Oregon, were before the country. Mr. Webster
took ground against the annexation. Calhoun, who
had accepted the office of Secretary of State, was
decidedly in favor of it, and not disposed to yield
an inch in Oregon. Mr. John Y. Mason was the
new Secretary of the Navy. Mr. Choate’s great
speech in the Senate on the Oregon question, was
esteemed a masterpiece, highly finished, elaborate
and classical. Mr. Tyler was reported to have said:
“T1l tell you, gentlemen, this Texas question will
ride over and ride down every other; and the politi-
cians will fall before it as the soldiers fell at New
Orleans. It will kill all the men and parties that are
opposed to it; and the voice of the people will come
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head about the room at least half a head higher than
the average of the crowd, except Colonel William O.
Butler of Kentucky and “long John Wentworth.”
The beautiful young wife of President Tyler opened
the ball with Mr. Wilkins, after which the gayeties
of the evening fairly set in. The sons of President
Tyler and their wives graced this last grand party of
their father’s retiring gdministration. Among other
belles, besides Miss Tyler, were Miss Wilkins, Miss
Wickliffe, Miss Edwards, &c. New York, Philadelphia
and Boston were represented by-the presence of their
fashion and beauty. New York, it was said, could
safely rest its claims upon Mrs. John Tyler as head
of the list.

At this ball Mrs. Tuley of Virginia was conspicuous
and admired. Her dress was elegant, and her orna-
ments superb and in good taste. Her stately grace
and elegance of manner marked her as an appropri-
ate representative of the proud and luxurious «Old
Dominion.” She has for years past been extensively
known in the Northern as well as Southern cities;
but most of her winters were spent in Washington,
where she was the center of a distinguished circle.
Mrs. Tuley is descended from a noted Roman Catho-
lic family, who, in company with Lord Baltimore, came
from England, settling the colony of Maryland under
the grant issued by Charles I.in 1632. She was twice
married. Her first husband was Dr. Jackson of the
United States army. She afterwards married Colonel
Tuley of Virginia. Their magnificent estate, known
as “Tuleyries,” in the valley of the Shenandoah, was
one of the finest and most valuable in the State. The
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mansion was large and elegant, the park very exten-
gsive, and stocked with elk, deer and smaller game;
extensive fields stretched beyond, forming one of the
model plantations of the Southern country. The tra-
ditions of Virginia hospitality were well observed by
Colonel and Mrs. Tuley, and their generous and ele- -
gant style of living made their house a delightful
resort to a large circle of friends, among whom were
numbered the most prominent statesmen of the day
and distinguished foreigners, among them many of
high rank. '

This ball formed an era in Washington society. It
was succeeded by a party at the house of Mr. Wilkins,
the Secretary of War. )

28



XTIT.
POLK’S ADMINISTRATION.
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THE progress of the President elect up the Ohio on
his way to Washington, was a triumphal one. At
Louisville he took passage for Cincinnati, escorted to
the boat by military companies. He appeared in good
health and spirits, dressed in a suit of black broad-
cloth, and wearing a black cloth cloak with velvet
collar. He took off his hat in receiving the cheers
and congratulations of the people, though the day
was piercingly cold. Mrs. Polk stood in the center
of the ladies’ saloon, wearing a purple silk velvet hat
trimmed with satin ribbon, striped with broad reddish
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Polk following, escorted by Colonel J. Knox Walker.
The second carriage contained the Kentucky delega-
tion; the third that of Louisiana; the fourth, Ten-
nessee gentlemen. A band of music played, and the
carriages moved off to cross the Alleghanies. Near
a town in Pennsylvania they were met by a deputa-
tion in two carriages, which fell into the train, while a
large company of mounted men brought up the rear.
As they wheeled in front of a large seminary for la-
dies, a hundred young girls rushed to the doors and
windows, waving their handkerchiefs to greet the
new Chief Magistrate. At Harper’s Ferry there was
a scene of crowding and cheering-that beggared de-
seription. At a hurried dinner, while Mrs. Polk’s ser-
vant woman was seated at a side table, several in-
quisitive young ladies asked her how many servants
Mrs. Polk brought with her; and being told “only
one,” expressed their shallow surprise. “I thought
she would have had half a dozen.”

The ladies pressed around for introductions to Mrs.
Polk, who received them with ease, grace, and unaf-
fected simplicity. At the Relay House, after leaving
Frederick City, a thousand persons had come up in a
chartered train to meet the President; and he was
received with shouts “loud enough to have prostrated
the walls of a cathedral; a cannon joining its roar to
the general clatter” A lawyer made an address in a
perfectly inaudible voice, and the President’s reply
was given in concert with the squealing of two or
three steam-whistles, and a Babel uproar of human
voices. When the cars came in sight of Washington,
a cannon was seen to blaze away in the darkness from
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approached him with cordiality and politeness. About
five o’clock, General Van Ness delivered an address
expressive of the regret felt by his fellow-citizens at
the parting. The President made a brief, happy and
grateful reply.

The largest crowd ever assembled in Washington
to witness an inauguration, thronged the grounds and
capitol, at the delivery of Mr. Polk’s address. Chief
Justice Taney officiated. The number was estimated
at thirty thousand. President Polk immediately sent
in to the Senate the names of his official advisers as
selected by him; Senator Buchanan as Secretary of
State; Senator Walker, Secretary of the Treasury;
George Bancroft, of the Navy; Governor Marcy, of
War; John Y. Mason as Attorney-General, and Cave
Johnson as Postmaster-General. All were confirmed
but that of Mr. Bancroft. '

The President and his wife received visitors at the
. White House the day following the inauguration.

Mrs. Polk’s ease, grace and simple dignity, combined
" with the evidence of an amiable and cheerful dispo-
sition, won universal admiration.

The inauguration day was a wet one. No carriages
were allowed to enter the grounds or square of the
capitol. This of course excluded all the carriages of
the foreign ministers; they had to alight at the en-
trance, and having no umbrellas, had to walk nearly
a hundred yards through the rain in gold lace and
cocked hats.

Among the ladies observed of all bachelors at the
ball, were Miss Ward and Miss Ritchie. “The Don
Giovanni of the age, the hero of the sea and the west-
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_gaining ground. General Jackson’s intercession in
favor of Mrs. Linn with “ Young Hickory,” decided
the question of the post-office in her favor.

In April Mr. Buchanan left Washington ; it was
said to escort his nieces and housekeeper to the capi-
tal, to take charge of his newly formed domestic es-
tablishment. A cruel April fool joke was played upon
a number of the department clerks, several of whom
in the morning found lying on their desks neatly
folded notes intimating that their services were no
longer required. Seized with consternation, they re-
paired to their chief’s room with pale and anxious
faces, to learn that it .was « all fool's day.” The office-
seekers were served with notes signed by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, requesting each to call at the
Treasury department on the following morning. Such
a gathering as there was! each armed with his note,
with roused expectation and smiling face, wondering
if the office to be tendered would be worth his accept-
ance. What frowns and scowls, clenched hands and
compressed lips, followed the discovery that they had
been befooled ! '

One of the notable social incidents was a wedding
at the house of the Secretary of the Treasury, when
his sister-in-law, Miss Bache, was married to a son of
Colonel Abert’s the head of one of the bureaus.
Charles James Fox, the late British minister, was still
in Washington. He seemed to keep up the custom
of turning day into night; being only seen in the
streets about sunset. It was said he once wrote from
Italy to Lord Byron that he was “so changed by sick-
ness, his oldest creditor would not know him.” His
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daughter; and there was Amos Kendall, the white-
headed seer,- with his keen eye and aquiline nose.
There, too, was Major Hobbie, the first Assistant Post-
master-General, with his daughter, who clung to his
arm like a frightened fawn. There was the Spanish
minister and his wife and sister-in-law, a tall dark-
haired and dark-eyed lady. Mr. Pakenham was there;
“he has a thoroughly English look, though he is far
from looking the wily diplomat, which character is
generally attributed to the statesmen of the mother
country. He has far more of the frank John Bullism
which is characteristic of the people of England, and
is more like a republican and democrat than a royal-
ist and an aristocrat.” There were also Mr. Bancroft,
the Secretary of the Navy, and his wife; and Mr.
Haight, formerly consul to Antwerp ; Mr. Markoe, the
able Secretary of the American Institute; General
Gibbs McNiel, the celebrated engineer; Governor
Gibbs of Rhode Island, and a host of others. Mr.
Ritchie was then sixty-nine, tall, thin, of a spare and
rather bent form, an attenuated face like Amos Ken-
dall’s, but better looking. His manner was affable
and frank. As the head of “The Enquirer,” he had
been accustomed to dictate to his party in Virginia.
“The redoubtable Chevalier Wikoff” was at this
time in Washington, in the goodly keeping of the
equally celebrated Beau Hickman. This latter indi-
vidual usually wore a fine mustache, a hat of the
latest Parisian style; a black frock-coat, venerable
and respectable, sometimes buttoned up to the chin
when the thermometer ranged between 90° and 95°.
- A May ball was given on the 6th at the assembly
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of the President was noticed. People talked of how
General Harrison had won the affection of friends and
foes by the simplicity and republican familiarity of
his manners, and how one morning he bought in mar-
ket a milch cow of a countryman. The man thought
“0ld Tip” merely a plain citizen, and chattered away
without reserve. “Old Tip” invited him to go home
with him to breakfast; the stranger assented, and
walked side by side with his companion till they came
to the White House. When they turned in at the gate
of the mansion, the countryman was struck dumb, and
fell back in consternation. Then he began to apolo-
gize to the President for his familiarity. “ Never
mind,” cried Harrison; “you are a man, and so
am I You are one of the people, and I am their
servant, and their tenant in this house. I shall
therefore regard it as an honor to have one of my
landlords as my guest” The countryman went in-
side the gate a strong Van Buren man; he came
out with the strongest conviction that “Old Tip”
was a democrat.

Alexander Porter, the Senator from Louisiana, was
an emigrant from Ireland, but loved his adopted
country. He died in 1844, after his second election.
John Forsyth, like Crawford, was a Virginian by birth,
Georgian by citizenship, and eminent in his day. He
was minister to Spain and Secretary of State under
the administration of Jackson and Van Buren. He
had all the requisites for keen debate ; ready elocu-
tion, argument and wit; quick and clear perception,
perfect self-possession, great power to point a sarcasm
and to sting courteously. In social life his manners
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ables. The hot weather furnished no other amuse-
ment. .

A gentleman from Wisconsin, an important office-
seeker, called at the Treasury department to see Mr.
Walker; and found a large number already waiting
in the anteroom. After waiting half an hour, he ex-
claimed: “Look here, door-keeper, ain’t you gwine
to let me in to my friend Bob Walker, without any
more fuss ?”. “Can’t do it, sir, till your turn comes.”
“Turn!” (walking up and down the hall). “Here I
come all the way from Wisconsin territory, (taking
from his coat pocket a parcel of letters) recommended
by General Dodge—there’s his letter; and the young
governor—there’s hizzen; and by”—repeating a num-
ber of names. “ Well,I can’t stand this, waiter. Look
here, stranger! Jest tell the Secretary, before I'll wait
here all day to get into that door when my turn comes,
T'll see him .’ And the young giant from
Wisconsin departed in a rage.

The news of General Jackson’s death draped the
capital in mourning. The departments were all closed,
and their doors were hung with crape. The capitol
was shut up and the courts adjourned. Due funeral
rites were prepared in honor of the memory of the
old Hero of the Hermitage.

Hon. Louis McLane of Maryland, went as minister
to England. His history as a politician showed his
ability to fill the office ; and it was thought the State
of Maryland would feel the honor of the appointment.
Mr. McLane was a native of Delaware, and came into
Congress in 1817, remaining ten years in the lower
House, and two in the Senate, till appointed by Gen-
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At the White House evening reception the 14th
November, there were only seventy-three persons,
while as usual, Mrs. Polk, elegantly dressed, kind, fa-
miliar, and simple in her manners, gained the good
will of every one. Mr. Polk, tired and teased half to
death, preserved his equanimity, courtesy, and pa-
tience, in & wonderful manner. It was known that
he was in the habit of cutting off from his sleep the
hours lost, to make up the amount of time which he
felt belonged to the nation. He rose at daylight and
took an early walk, followed by an early breakfast.
Then he worked till twelve ; gave audiences till two;
took dinner early, and worked afterwards till late at
night. He was known frequently to pass most of the
night in reading papers of no importance except to
some applicant for an insignificant office ; for he would
not make an appointment without being informed of
all the facts in the case. He was said to be the first
President except Washington, who observed this rule.
% Society in Washington,” said a satirist, “is much in-
debted to the President for bringing on with him a
number of young fellows from Tennessee, giving
them a chance to see something of the world with
offices to support them.” To his nephew who wanted
an office, he replied that he liked him too well to
gratify his wishes and see him destroyed; he must
go back to Tennessee and work in his profession. If
Mr. Polk had any ambition, it was to be loved and
esteemed in Tennessee. He loved that State as his
mother; and the wish near to his heart was to see
Tennessee come out strongly democratic under his
administration. Under no circumstances would he
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Medici. He gave the preference to painting over
sculpture, as being a higher art.

“ Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Adams are next door
neighbors to each other in Washington, and are ex-
cellent friends. At a ball given by Mr. Adams, Mr.
Buchanan conducted me to pay my respects to the
venerable host. The Secretary added that he had
given directions to be summoned to the House of
Representatives the moment Mr. Adams should begin
his promised speech on Oregon. Mrs. Gouverneur
reproached me playfully for not having called upon
her. I replied that I spent all day and every day at
the capitol, hearing and seeing the distinguished
men assembled there. ¢And then, said she, laughing,
‘you will go home to England and write a book, and
abuse them and all the rest of the Americans’
¢ Never, said Buchanan, on whose arm I leaned;
‘never; I answer for her. If she puts pen to paper,
it will be to do us justice.””

“Mr. Albert Gallatin is eighty-seven; and in the
winter of 1845-6, when I saw him in New York, was
in the full enjoyment of excellent bodily health and
mental vigor. In June I had been gratified by a long
interview with this enlightened and sagacious states-
man. His piercing and original remarks, his shrewd
criticisms on men and things, his erudition, his charm-
ing raillery, and above all his perfect kindness, made
this visit delightful. Mr. Gallatin is by birth a native
of Switzerland, and fled from his country in efrly life
on account of his attachment to liberal principles.
He was held in the highest estimation by both Jef-
erson and Madison. His appearance at this time was
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tress. His breath came quick and short; his proud.
head was flung back, and his voice was subdued by:
emotion.”

In later years visitors to Mr. Clay at his home, could
attest the truth of the following: “Such as was.
George Washington at Mount Vernon, retired fromy,
the scenes of public excitement and service, such is.
Henry Clay at Ashland. I saw Calhoun at Washingw
ton in the early spring of 1846, calm amidst the strife
and hurry of political warfare. I saw Henry Clay.
in the May following in Kentucky, serene in ¢the
mild majesty of private life’ Clay and Calhoun are
the master spirits of America. Clay’s very name is
a spell, and no sooner is it heard, than all mankind.
rise up to praise it.

“We knocked at the door at Ashland, and were
saluted as old friends by the faithful negro who opened.
it. In a moment Mr. Clay appeared, and with that
voice of surprising and surpassing melody, with win-
ning smile and open hands, tendered the courtesies
of welcome. Assisting me to alight, he accompanied
us to the sitting-room, and read the introductory let-
ters I had brought him. Into the garden we went,
and Mr. Clay pointed out the trees his own hands had
planted, cut for me every flower I looked on, con-
ducted me to see his stock of cattle, and pointed out
his pets” He invited the lady and her son to accom-
pany him and his family the next morning to the
Episcopal church. “During the service, Mr. Clay
leaned his face down on his hands, which rested on
his stick, in the attitude in which he has been painted.
He almost constantly carried in his hand a full blown












406 POLK'S ADMINISTRATION.

New Year’s day, 1847, was a bright and beautiful
one. The executive mansion was crowded with &
populous procession for several hours. The absence
of the Major-General of the army and his staff, told
an eloquent story, as did the absence of mn.ny officers
of the army and navy. They were in the South
fighting the Mexicans. A welcome and mutmgn-
freshments were offered at Mr. Mason’s and Mr. Maa~
cy’s; at the Vice-President’s, at Mr. Walker’s, at Mr.
Cave Johnson’s, at the Mayor’s, and at other houses.
The estimable widow of Major-General Macomb re-
ceived her visitors with several young ladies at her
side, dispensing cake, wine and cordials, and the best-
wishes of the season. Her quiet and winning mane
ners caused even the stranger to feel the genial -at-
mosphere of home. Mrs. Madison also received calls,
surrounded by a host of young lady relatives and
friends. She wore a beautiful white turban, and looked
regal as one of the last among the representatives of-
the glory, chivalry and beauty of the Old Dominion.
In the evening there was a ball, with various other
entertainments and social reunions.

On the 16th January, 1848, Miss Sarah Benton was
married to Mr. Jacob, of Louisville, Kentucky. Miss
Jacob had married a son of Mr. Clay,and the family
was related to Colonel Taylor, brother of the General.
Mrs. Clay was a Hart, and Benton’s Christian name,
Thomas Hart, was after the family, to which he was
related. Henry Clay himself led the bride to the
supper-room, and among other guests were present
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Crittenden, Mr. Johnson of Lou-
isiana, and Mr. Vinton. There had been a coldness
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pine ; but is sadly changed from the splendid man of
fifteen years ago. He was dressed in a suit of gray,
frock coat with metal buttons, and appeared remark-
ably fresh and vigorous after his long journey. His
partial baldness added to the commanding impressive-
ness of his remarkable countenance.” Since the last
inauguration General Scott had been a prominent as-
pirant of the whigs for the campaign of 1848. He -
had been endorsed by Henry Clay, his friends had
multiplied, his competitors had yielded, and he seemed
to be regarded generally as the successor to the for-
tunes of the great Harry. Thus he was courted,
flattered, and caressed by the politicians, and needed
only to remain in Washington. When the war opened
with Mexico, the hero of Chippewa was appointed to
head the army of occupation in the South. But his
letter to the Secretary of War protested against as-
suming the command of the Southern army, for vari-
ous reasons given. The Secretary of War, in the
name of the President, reprimanded the Commanding
General for his undignified letter of complaints and
insinuations. )

“The fact of Mr. Clay and Mr. Polk dining together
at the White House, was significant and astonishing.
Mr. Polk laid aside his usual reserve and entertained
his distinguished guest as a friend long absent. Wash-
ington was gay with parties and balls this season,
till the death and funeral of the great and good ex-
President, John Quincy Adams, occupied all minds
towards the last of February. Public business was
suspended, colors were flying everywhere at half-mast,
and a general gloom pervaded the city. Thousands
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of eager spectators thironged the capitol on the 25th,
where the body of the illustrious deceased reposed
in a splendid coffin. The President gave orders that
all the executive offices should be placed in mourning,
and all business suspended for two days. In announc-
ing to the Senate the death of Mr. Adams, Mr. Ben-
ton said: “Mr. Adams has just sunk down in his
. chair, and has been carried into an adjoining room,
and may be at this moment passing from the earth,
under the roof that covers us, and almost in our pres-
ence.” The Senate immediately adjourned, and all in-
quiries were directed to the condition of the stricken
statesman. He had been removed to the Speaker’s
room, where he slightly- recovered the use of his
speech, and uttered in faltering accents: “This is the
last of earth;” and soon after, “I am composed.” He
lingered two days; passing away at octogenarian age,
hung over in his last moments by her who had been
for more than fifty years the worthy partner of his
life. Mr. Webster was suffering from domestic afflic-
tion, the death of a son and daughter, and could not
speak at the funeral.

Alexander Barrow, Senator from Louisiana, died
about 1848. He had a noble heart, with honor, cour-
age and patriotism; and a quick, clear and strong
judgment. He was in the hope and prime of man-
hood, and time was ripening and maturing his facul-
ties. .The death of Dixon H. Lewis, Senator from
Alabama, had occurred in October. He was one of
the most able and accomplished members of the Sen-
ate, and in Alabama he attained a popularity such as
no other man in the State enjoyed.
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ZAcHARY TAYLOR,in 1810, married Margaret Smith

of Maryland. He was an unexceptionable father and

husband. His temper was calm, firm and cool, yet
amiable and gentle. Mrs. Taylor was an exemplary
woman. Simple and unassuming in her manners, she
was courteous and kind to her dependents, and affec-
tionate and confiding to her friends and relatives.

Two daughters, and a son of this worthy couple were

living. One daughter had married Colonel Jefferson

Davis, against the wishes of her father, who for years

did not exchange a word with her husband. At the

siege of Monterey however, chance placed the two

men close together and the opportunity was seized by
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in New York. He was a quiet, modest and unpre-
tending man; endowed with a high order of intellect,
and a fine literary taste. Mrs. Bliss was amiable and
dignified ; an excellent young matron; not dashing,
nor dazzling in beauty, but gifted with the more es-
timable qualities of good sense, intellect and feeling.

It was arranged that the New Orleans steamer
should call at General Taylor’s plantation, and take
him to Vicksburg. Several citizens of New Orleans
were invited to accompany him to Washington. It
was said that a fashionable tailor of the Crescent
City, having an order to make two suits of clothes
for the General, there was a rush of well dressed
gentlemen to the shop, all earnestly requesting to
be allowed to look at the clothes, and particularly to
examine the insides of the pockets. The shrewd
tailor, suspecting their object to be office-seeking,
told them they might put their letters into the
pockets of the suits, but he should require fifty dol-
lars. each for the letters in the pantaloons pocket,
thirty for those in the coat pocket, and twenty for
those in the vest pockets. Mrs. Taylor, with Colonel
Bliss and Mrs. Bliss, Major Hunter and Mrs. Hunter,
went from New Orlcans to Mobile, and there took
passage for Montgomery, on their way to Washing-
ton. The family was to spend a month or six weeks
in Baltimore with Colonel Taylor, a brother of the
General, and Mrs. Wood, the daughter. The suite
of the President elect was very limited. At Baton
Rouge his personal friends assembled for the purpose
of bidding him adieu, and went in procession to his
residence,when addresses were interchanged. His sub-
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“Very sorry, sir; but do you think it will rain to-
night?” “Looks very much like it, General; but
really, if I have been too fast, I beg your pardon.”
“Thank you, sir, let us all do what we can for the
country, and we shall have no cause of regret.
Thrifty-looking country in this neighborhood!”

Mr. Polk gave his last levee in the closing week of
February. There was no one in Washington who
did not regret his and Mrs. Polk’s departure. Mean-
while, in every bar-room, oyster-cellar, and billiard-
room, where speculators in offices abound, and at
every dinner-table, General Taylor'’s cabinet was the
standing dish. General Taylor received his visitors
from twelve to one. He won every one, whig or
democrat, by his unostentatious bearing and kind
benevolent manner. A stranger would hardly be-
lieve that the plainly dressed old gentleman, with
hat stuck on the back of his head, and spectacles
shoved up on his forehead, was the President elect
of the United States. Mrs. Bliss received the ladies
who came to pay their respects, every morning.
General Cass arrived, unheralded and scarcely no-
ticed. On the first day of March, accompanied by
Senator Fitzgerald, he came to the hotel, and went
up to General Taylor’s rooms. Taylor at once rec-
ognized him, and coming forward, grasped his hand
in both his own and shook it most cordially. Gen-
eral Cass, who had not at first recognized him, ob-
served with a drollery that caused every one present
to laugh heartily—“ By the way, General, you had
the advantage of me! That is twice you’ve had the
advantage of me!” “That’is true,” remarked Taylor,
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been exiled to Siberia by the Emperor of Russia. It
brought his beautiful and magnificent wife on the
avenue to contradict the report. The arrival of Henry
Clay, in November, was an agreeable piece of intelli-
gence. It was said that a wedding in Philadelphia in
part accounted for the presence of the sage of Ash-
land. The parties were Mr. Becket and Miss Bayard.
After having recovered from the cholera, and being
bruised by the upsetting of a stage near Cumberland,
the immortal Harry came again, not as an old man of
seventy-two, bent, decrepit and trembling, but with
form erect, in the vigor of middle age, with the be-
witching smile still playing about the corners of his
capacious mouth; the hat still slightly cocked, the
shirt-collar still erect; in short, the Harry Clay of
1826. Many thought he would grow fresher and
stronger till nominated for the Presidency in 1852.
When the President’s house was again thrown open
to the public, late in November, it was found that
the east room was newly carpeted and re-decorated,
and illumined by gas jets from splendid chandeliers.
Before ten, the delegation of six Osage Indians, who
had been several weeks in Washington, came in to
bid farewell to their Great Father. They had been
quartered at the Western Hotel, where their King
lay part of the time covered in a bed on the floor, his
legs stuck against the mantel-piece, and a pipe in his
mouth, while the others sang and accompanied them-
selves with hollow gourds having gravel inside, or
squatted before the fire unincumbered with clothing
except the breech-cloth. The commissioner of Indian
affairs had them dressed like white men, but getting
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while with his right—his eyes resting earnestly on
the speaker—he reached out for the sandstand. In-
stead of it, he caught hold of an inkstand full of ink,
which he poured all over his potes, his left hand, coat-
sleeve, vest, and pantaloons. The uniformly neat
and well dressed gentleman was a sight to behold!
Foote of course laughed at him; but Cass had his
revenge at the time Hale satirized General Foote.
The Scnate was in a roar at his witticisms, but Foote
pretended not to have heard what had been said.
General Cass obligingly repeated all to him, shaking
with laughter as he did so. '

% The new British minister was Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer. A satirist
asked : Whero are the pigmies, the ephemerals, the corrupt politi-
cians of the present day, contrasted with the illustrious trio of aged and
venerable statesmen, Clay, Calhoun and Webster! Calhoun’s speech
in the Senate in March, 1850, created an excitement unprecedented.
The galleries were jammed. General Hamilton accompanied Calhoun
to his seat ; Mr. Webster and others warmly grasped his hand. A let-
ter dated March 21st, said: *John C. Calhoun is dying ; a great in-
tellectual light is going out. With the exit of the great Carolinian the
sting of rivalry, which rankled against him in the bosoms of Clay, Web-
ster and Benton, dies forever.’”’

Franklin H. Elmore, successor of Calhoun in the
Senate, died in May at Washington. For years he
had been one of the most prominent politicians of
South Carolina ; he possessed a splendid intellect, and
all the elements of a great statesman. He was twice
elected to Congress from Charleston district, but re-
tired in 1842, and took the presidency of the bank of
South Carolina. On the election of Mr. Van Buren,
he was offered and declined, the appointment of min-
ister to England. After Mr. Calhoun’s death, he was
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on the duties which led to his subsequent series of
remarkable military exploits. His services in the
Mexican war are matters of history that need not be
recapitulated. At its close he retired to his planta-
tiorr at Baton Rouge.

President Taylor was acknowledged by the whole
country to be in, the loftiest sense, patriotic, honest,
sincere, virtuous, and free from personal ambition.
His military glory no words could dignify or exalt.
He went to the grave with an enviable fame, leaving
a memory that will live in the hearts of his country-
men.

It was not till 1853 that Mrs. John Tyler’s eloquent
reply to the appeal of the Duchess of Sutherland and
the ladies of England to the women of America, against
domestic slavery, was published. The lady drew a sad
picture of the condition of the poor and suffering class
in England.
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President of the Senate, Hon. Daniel Webster, Sec-
retaries Corwin and Stuart, Judge Wayne of the su-
preme Court, General Houston, Mr. Seward, and
other distinguished men. General Scott was not
there, being absent in Virginia. He was understood
to be dead set against intervention, and all foreign
emissaries whose business it was to involve the peo-
ple in filibustering expeditions. The General was a
whig conservative of the old school. General Sam.
Houston dined in company with Kossuth, but escaped
in time to avoid the responsibility of a speech. A
different kind of success was that of Lola Montez, the
theater being crowded on the first night of her ap-
pearance in Washington. The grace and elegance
of her dancing were appreciated by the fashionable
ladies. It was said that numerous calls were made
upon her by leading persons, but that she declined
receiving any one. The President, cabinet, diplo-
matic corps, members of Congress, and other distin-
guished persons were present at the entertainment
on board the Baltic. Over two thousand persons
were on board. In the splendid saloons of the ship
a luxurious banquet was set out. Scores of  elegantly
dressed ladies clambered through and admired the
ponderous machinery, bright as a mirror, and too
clean to soil the most delicate cambric.

Ilenry Clay breathed his last on the 29th of June,
1852, at his rooms in the National Hotel in Washing-
ton. Ile had been rapidly sinking for some days,
but his mind retained its clearness to the last.

Mrs. Fillmore in stature was above the medium
height; her form was symmetrical and remarkably
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in the public grounds. During the recess of Congress
the morning receptions were kept up, though not the
levees; and the Presidential dinners were less fre-
quent, fewer guests being invited. It was customary
for the President to receive visitors, but never to pay
calls; and although Mr. Fillmore gave dinners, he
never accepted invitations to any beyond one occa-
sionally at the house of a cabinet minister. Mrs. Fill-
more was debarred from making or returning calls by
the delicacy of her health, and that laborious duty
devolved upon her daughter. At all the public re-
ceptions and official dinner parties, however, she pre-
sided with great dignity and the demeanor of a high-
bred lady, whose intelligence and good sense were as
apparent as her unobtrusive moral excellence and
earnest piety.

Mrs. Fillmore’s maiden name was Abigail Powers;
and she was born near the battle-ground of Bemis’
Heights, in Saratoga County, N. Y., in March, 1798.
Her father, Rev. Lemuel Powers, was a Baptist clergy- -
man. His death in 1800 left his widow with limited
means and a large family, of which Abigail was the
youngest. -When the little girl was but nine years
of age, her mother removed to Sempronius, Cayuga
County, where the child, being exceedingly bright
and fond of reading, early acquired an education. It
was her design, which she carried out, to devote her-
self to teaching ; and by this she not only maintained
herself, but contributed to the support of her mother.
In this retired place she attended the same school
with a noble-hearted lad—young Millard Fillmore—
with whom she soon formed a friendship founded on
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in the late Presidential election.” But instead of
holding parley with the crowd, the General privately
made his exit, accompanied by Sergeant ‘O’Neil, for
the purpose of visiting the widow of the late General
Worth, then staying on Governor’s Island. Fortu-
nately the General’s person was not known, and he ar-
rived unmolested at the Battery. There he took a
boat for the island; but the small craft was nearly
upset by the swell of the sea, and the party narrowly
escaped being drowned. The sentry refused to allow
the strange visitor to land at the island, unprovided
with an order, and presented his bayonet in a mena-
cing manner. When informed that his visitor was the
President elect, he was astonished beyond measure,
never imagining that a person of so much importance
would come in a manner so unostentatious.

After a somewhat lengthened visit to Mrs. Worth,
the President returned in a small boat, and found a
formidable and increasing crowd of office-seekers col-
lected at Whitehall to await the landing. Sergeant
O'Neil espied the harpies, and it was immediately de-
termined to outmanceuvre them; so the boat was
pulled to the north side of the Battery. The crowd
ran up Broadway to intercept their victim, supposing
he would take that route; but on landing, the pur-
sued stepped into a carriage, directing it driven rap-
idly through West, Washington, and other obscure
streets, to the Astor House. A tremendous multi-
tude was now assembled, and a deputation from a
committee came to enquire if the General could re-
ceive that body. He declined, as he was traveling
privately, andzglad made up his mind to receive no
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whenever she appeared. After her marriage to Mr.
Butterfield she went to reside in Paris, where she
was a distinguished favorite in the court society. The
portrait represents her in a dress arranged with her
own artistic taste ; the tiara of superb diamonds suit-
ing well her style of loveliness. She died in" Paris
after some years’ residence.

While residing in the executive mansion, Mrs.
Pierce never made her own sorrows a reason for
any change in the accustomed routine of public¢ af
fairs, social or official. Although of course with no
heart for such things during the early portion of the
administration of her hushand, she considered it her
duty to do every thing in that regard, which had been
done before, or which her social position required.
For years the established routine of the White House
had been a morning reception and an evening recep-
tion each week during the session of Congress. These
were never intermitted, and Mrs. Pierce invariably
“received ” with her husband, unless too ill; often
when few could have borne up against her physical
suffering. In addition, during the session, General
and Mrs. Pierce gave every week a state dinner to
which thirty-six persons were invited. Besides, there
was rarely a week-day that they dined alone; the
guests averaging from three to twelve. Indeed,
“public gayety” at the White House from 1853 to
1857, was never better known.

Superficial persons who attended the receptions at
the White House might mistake the unrivalled grace,
dignity and sweetness of Mrs. Pierce’s manner, for
the result of her great sorrow. But they were in
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error. The absence of everything like bustle or
hurry, and the presence always of repose and gentle-
ness in her bearing, were things innate and inbred,
without which she would not have been the lady of
refinement she was.

A letter dated in November, 1855, says that at the
tea-tables in Washington the doings of the President
and cabinet were anatomized, and hands were held
up at the grandeur of an aristocratic democracy ; ul-
tra style prevailing at court ceremony and retinue
beyond all that had gone before. “Strangers are
crowding in already. The new Spanish minister and
many others are making -themselves comfortable for
the winter. Escalante does not come from the old
worn out families of Spain, from which have been
hitherto chosen their representatives at foreign courts.
He belongs to the new school. Our wealthy banker,
Mr. Corcoran, will be here soon with his daughter;
above all, Rachel will soon be here. The maids in
hiring themselves for the season, require to be al-
lowed time to attend to their French studies; and
- many of them, on being asked their names, answer
‘Rarchar-el’ with a sweeping curtsy.” “They tell
a good joke of Tucker, who is said to be clever at
-repartee. The ‘little giant’ one day, in one of his
free and easy moods, marched up and affected to lean
familiarly on Tucker’s shoulder; saying to him jo-
cosely ; ¢ Bev. when I get to be President, what shall
I do for you, old boy 2’ ‘Do ?’ replied Tucker, ¢ why,
put your arm on my shoulder in as kind a mood as
you do now, and ask me the same question then’
Douglas laughed heartily.”















468 PIERCE'S ADMINISTRATION.

& wréath of green and white May blossoms blended
with emeralds and diamonds. There too was the
bright-eyed Buckeye, than whom none was more coy,
nor had a face more fair; the rustic, artless daughter
of Down East; the buxom Green Mountain maid, her
motion as crude as her cheeks were ruddy ; the New
Hampshire prude of some forty summers, lisping re-
gardless of Murray ; the flirting blonde of Washing-
ton; the gracious Virginian, with features classic and
serene, and the daisy-like daughter of Connecticat,
with mild and measured laugh. Then came the im-
perious Carolinian, with stately step, face of Grecian
mould, dark languishing eyes and Ion-like expression.
Nor must be omitted the matronly mother of the old
school, and her two bouncing daughters, whose rich
Dutch blood does now and then make riot at the
round table.”

Governor Aiken of South Carolina, gave a splendid
party early in March; and the ball at the National
hotel, was a grand affair. Senators Crittenden, Doug-
las, Hale, Jones, Weller, &c., were at the ball; also
General Cass, General Houston, the Secretaries and
Speaker Banks, with many other distinguished per-
sons, and ladies of high repute in the fashionable
world. One of the most interesting incidents was the
début of Horace Greeley in a quadrille. His Terp-
sichorean feats were the theme of general admiration.

An amusing story went the rounds that Mr. Cramp-
ton, the British minister, had endeavored to satisfy
the public mind as to his permanency in official posi-
tion, by employing a perfect train of coal-carts, en-
gaged all day in carting wood and coal to his resi-
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every kind of excellence, with heart as warm as his
intellect was ample. Seated near Senator Butler is
a slight, slender figure, & combination of the poet and
politician in appearance. This is the young Senator
from Alabama, Mr. Clay, known as a rising statesman.
In debate he is noted for classic elegance, in contrast
with the harsher style of the Senator from Illinois, as
a Grecian temple to the grim bleakness of a Methodist
chapel. State rights is Mr. Clay’s political pet, and
with it he is as closely amalgamated as a Smyrna fig
to its fellow-fig in its drum. He cultivates it as a
favorite plant—waters it, prunes it and supports it
with sticks. Whenever this subject comes up, he
seems inspired; ¢State rights’ is his department, -as
much as the ¢ Navy bill’ is that of Mr. Mallory, or the
¢ Pacific railroad bill’ of Mr. Gwin.”

A noted reception of the season was given at the
mansion of the Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Guth-
rie’s. The elegant Mrs. McLean, wife of Judge
McLean of the Supreme Court, was a prominent at-
traction. Conspicuous among the belles in the danc-
ing-room was Miss Morgan of Kentucky, a queenly
looking girl in black velvet and pearls, who walked
through the figures like an empress. She was chap-
eroned by Mrs. Crittenden. Few men in the Senate
made so distinct and definite an impression upon the
public mind as Judge Douglas. A letter writer re-
marked: “His figure, short, stout and thick, would
have been fatal to the divinity of the Apollo Belvi-
dere. His features are rather stern and heavy, and
if it were hinted that there was a vein of acrimony
in his character, you imagine what expression that

A J
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hold a permanent ascendency in the public mind.
Lofty in character, honoring the moralities of private
life, superior to the temptations of public gain, his
life affords a useful lesson.” An athletic figure, and
features handsome and clearly cut, belong to Senator
Toombs. His “thick black hair clusters in heavy
masses above an expansive forehead and dark eyes.
He takes rank as one of the best speakers in the
Senate. His extempore remarks are quick, reasoning,
and acute ; and there is always an imposing vigor in
his language, tones and gestures. His voice is sharp
and high, sometimes shrill and dissonant, lacking the
round, full, mellow tone. His warmth and nervous
energy make him a most attractive speaker. His
colleague, Judge Iverson, has a marked Scotch physi-
ognomy, and a serious dignified expression. He is
distinguished in the Senate for sound sense and ac-
curate judgment. His argument is clear; his reply
to objections rapid and conclusive; with little dec-
lamation, he is simple, -searching, strong, seldom im-
passioned, always in earnest.

The most elegant party of the scason was an elab-
orate entertainment given at the mansion of Gover-
nor Aiken, member from South Carolina, who, in the
six years passed in Washington, had contributed
largely to the entertainment of the fashionable world.
It was known that he was about going abroad to re-
side some years, and this was his farewell fote. Mrs.
Aiken, a graceful woman, with a form of perfect sym-
metry, draped in embroidered brocade which fell
around it in heavy waves of silver, and splendid in
diamonds, reccived the guests with her daughter, a
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unions. One of the most agreeable was given by Mrs.
Watterson, to enliven the retirement of her invalid
daughter, one of the most cultivated and intellectual
ornaments of society. The poet, Rufus Dawes, was
one of the guests. A lady remarked  the repose in
his manner which seemed to infuse into everything
about him something serene and refining.” The busts
of Benton and Chief-Justice Taney, by Dr. Stone, said
to combine the delicacy of Powers with the elaborate
execution of Greenough, were so much admired, that
the sculptor was commissioned by Congress to fur-
nish a statue of John Hancock for the east wing of
the capitol. Mr. Kingman, “ the Napoleon of corres-
pondents, the Talleyrand of admiring editors and be-
wildered politicians,—sitting in critical judgment up-
on governments, dynasties, presidents and cabinets”
—was present, and also a distinguished artist, the
son of Judge Cranch of the District Court; while
among the ladies were conspicuous Miss Lea, the
daughter of the former “Indian Commissioner,” and
Miss Fendall, a versatile and brilliant belle, a privi-
leged wit in society ; expected to say what no one else
could, with face “full of a hundred laughing fancies.”
Her father was a leading lawyer.

A visitor to the Senate chamber was old Mr. Bradley,
a veteran from Vermont. He was Senator for that
State in 1812. Yet he looked younger than General
Cass, who was at that time a young lawyer in Detroit.
A number of Senators crowded round him, enjoying
the jokes he dealt out with great liberality. His last
visit before this had been in General Jackson’s Presi-
dency. “I went to see the General,” said he, “and



ANECDOTE OF JACKSON. 477

he set me down in his arm-chair, and giving me a slap
on the leg, said: ‘What a hearty old cock you are,
Bradley! What makes you so fat?’ ¢I don’t know,
unless it is that I haven’t got any office, and don’t
want any” I ain’t much of an idolater, but I've kept
those pants till now that the General gave such a
familiar slap.” The jolly and venerable Senator
weighed about two hundred and fifty.

Among the New Year’s receptions the favorites
were those of Senators Slidell, Seward, Fish, Douglas
and Bright, Governor Aiken, Speaker Banks, Mr. Pen-
nington, &c. :
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BUCHANAN’S ADMINISTRATION.

The “Pilgrims” to Wheatland—Dan Dougherty—Fancy Characters
assumed by the Ladies at a Ball in Washington—Excitement in the
Federal City—Procession of Citizens to escort the President Elect—

" The Inauguration—The Mysterious Old Man at Capitol Hill—Sketch
of Buchanan and Breckenridge—General Lewis Cass—Other Mem-
bers of the Cabinet—Arrival of Lord and Lady Napier—Miss Har-
riet Lane’s first Reception—First Dinner Party—Lord Napier's
Hospitality—Mrs. Alexander Slidell—Mrs. Rose Greenhow—New
Regime at the White House— Superb Entertainment at Governor
Brown’s—Sir William and Lady Ouseley—The Elite of Society at
Secretary Thompson’s—Ladies Described—The Charming Miss Ellen
‘Woodbury—Lady Napier’s Party—Scene in the Gallery to hear the
Vote on the Kansas Question—Lord Napier’s Party to Mr. Everett
—Mr. and Mrs. Charles Eames—Mrs. Pickens.

ArTER the nomination of Mr. Buchanan at Cincin-
nati, Lancaster became a point of universal interest
and importance; the Mecca to which the hopes of
hungry office-seekers were turned. One day a per-
sonal friend, who wanted no office, finding him sur-
rounded by fifteen or twenty “pilgrims,” apologized
for his intrusion. “My dear sir,” cried Mr. Buchanan,
“I shall be most happy at any time to see you, either
here or in Washington, the more especially as I know
you are not after an office. This office-hunting, sir,
is a most miserable life.” One Dan Dougherty, on a
mission to Wheatland, found a score of “pilgrims,”
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to make way for the improvement of the grounds;
but people looked for the pilgrim near the ancient
spot, and listened while the echoes of the artillery
were sounding, for his impressive words; * James
Buchanan, fifteenth President of the United States.
What next?” On that morning the President and
Vice-President elect took their seats in the carriage,
and moved amid the cheers of the crowd to the capi-
tol. Next to them was the Liberty car, surmounted
by a pedestal on which stood the Goddess of Liberty,
magnificently attired, supported by-a liberty pole
fifty feet high, and drawn by six horses. A full-rigged
ship was drawn by horses; the sailors were seen em-
gaged in the rigging, and on deck, in their various
duties as if at sea. After Mr. Buchanan delivered
his inaugural address, and took the oath of office, he
was conducted to the executive mansion, at the door
of which the ex-President left him. The inaugurs-
tion ball was given in an immense building ereeted
for the purpose on Judiciary Square. The list of
managers included Senators and Representatives from
almost every State in the Union, and fifteen thousand
tickets were sold. '
General and Mrs. Pierce took up their temporary
abode at Governor Marcy'’s.
. James Buchanan was a native of Pennsylvania, and
born in 1791. In 1820, he was chosen to represent
his district in Congress, continuing ten years in that
body. In 1831, Jackson tendered to him the mission
to St. Petersburg. In this post he rendered the coun-
try valuable services, and negotiated the first com-
mercial treaty between the United States and Russia,

~
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He was connected with the first families,

called the “F. F. V’s” He was a fluent speaker, asd
was between furty-five and fifty. Jacob Thompuss,
of Mississippi, Secretary of the Interior, was a milll
looking man, about forty. He had been a membér
of the House, and an able Speaker. Aaron Vemablds
Brown, was a Virginian, educated. in North  Oarolins.
He had been Governor, as well as member of Cus-
gress, and was said to be sixty-two. It was to him
General Jackson had addressed his celebrated: leitér
in favor of the annexation of Texas; and Mn. Adaus,
in reply to his speech, had miscalled bis name, utid
dubbed him “Aaron Vail Brown.” Senator Benton
founded his famous joke on this mistake, and made
him “ Aaron Vicarious Brown.” The Attorney-Gem-
eral was Nathan Clifford, of Maine, a portly gentia-
man of forty-five, who had been minister to Mexice.

Lord Napier, the new British minister, arrived im
March, accompanied by Lady Napier, four.children,
their governess and tutor, and two men and two
women servants. His lordship was only thirty-eight.
He belonged to a noble Scotch family, tracing its
lineal descent as far back as the fourteenth century to
John de Napier. He had gained some literary celeb-
rity by his “Sketches of Russia,” and was a gentle-
man of refined and cultivated tastes. Lady Napier
was & woman of remarkable beauty, with attractive
and engaging manners, and an amiable character.

The obsequies of Mrs. Joseph Wilson, a lady of
note in Washington society, took place in March.
Mr. Buchanan’s first reception was given on the 6th
March, and was very largely attended. All the for-
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ened and checked the impulses of a fiery temper and
vehement will.” .

One of the leaders of fashion was Mrs. Alexander
Slidell. It was said of her: “ Her influence in society
is remarkable. Were she to appear attired in a tunic
and zone, the ranks of fashion would swarm with Cor-
delias and Agrippinas. Were she to discover an eighth
deadly sin in the vulgarity of robust health, chicken
broth would become the rage” Mr. Buchanan ten-
dered to F. W. Pickens of South Carolina, the post
of ambassador to Russia. His high personal charac-
ter and rare abilities well fitted him for so distin-
guished a position. Count de Sartiges, the French
minister, was pronounced by Mr. Marcy, “a concen-
tration of diplomatic tact.” Some wags used to say
that with him the decalogue was superseded by an
eleventh commandment: “Thou shalt not be found
out” “Judge Wayne, of the Supreme Court, passes
along in dignified abstraction, looking like a portrait
of St. Jerome by the tender pencil of Guido.”

The name of Joseph Gales is inseparably connected
with that of “The National Intelligencer.” “Whether
we view this venerable chief editor of the chief or-
gan of the ‘old line whig party,’ as the acute ecritic,
the fervid politician, or the high-minded and gener-
ous man—we have before us one of the ablest men
of the day.” Mr. Harris, the principal editor and pro-
prietor of the “Union,” was pronounced by the ladies
“a fine specimen of a Virginia gentleman.” The elec-
tion of Judge Nicholson as Senator from Tennessee
was heard of with pleasure in the capital, where he
had lived four years as editor of the Union. The
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ators talked in knots and groups. On the southern
side numbers were gathered round a_pale, ghastly-
looking person, his eye bandaged with strips of white
linen, his whole aspect denoting feebleness. This
was Mr. Jefferson Davis, come out for the first time
since his illness, to vote on the measure. Governor
Brown, with flushed and excited face, was pacing,
with Senator Toombs, the space back of the Speaker’s
chair. Mr. Hale’s jovial face was overcast with som-
bre expression. Mr. Seward wore a look of inscru-
table thought.

This most brilliant of seasons became lively as it
drew near its close. In June Lord Napier gave a de-
lightful party to Mr. Everett, then on his way south-
ward. Numerous celebrities, political and diplomatic,
crowded around Mrs. Crittenden, to compliment her
on the able speech of her husband in the Senate; and
there was Sir William Gore Ouseley, and the bache-
lor, Colonel Keitt, of South Carolina, devoted to the
ladies; and Mrs. Gwin, the wife of the Senator from
California, most elegantly dressed; and General Hear-
ney, leading Miss Pleasanton, a great social favorite;
with Miss Saunders, and Madame Albeynerz, wife of
the Brazilian minister; and Mrs. Zulee, daughter of
Mr. Wickliffe, a former Postmaster-General; and the
Attorney-General, Judge Black, whose daughter had
so lately given her hand to her father’s private secre-
tary.

The summer heats now substituted small social
gatherings for evening receptions. A very noticeable
one was given in June by Mr. Evans, at which were
Lady Ouseley and her beautiful sister Mrs. Roosevelt
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very rare, and adds a wonderful charm to conversa-
tion. After the death of her husband in 1867 she
went to Europe.

The wife of Governor Pickens of South Carolina,
was a native Virginian. Her maiden name was Lucy
Holcombe, and she was born in Lynchburg. The
family afterwards removed to La Grange, Tenn, fifty
miles from Memphis, and subsequently to Marshall,
Texas, where she was married to Governor Pickens
immediately before his departure to St. Petersburg.
Her first cousin was Professor Holcombe of the uni-
versity of Virginia. b

Mrs. Sallie Ward Hunt, the distinguished beauty,
of Kentucky, was always a favorite in the most bril-
liant circles of the capital. Her first husband was
the son of an American minister at the British Court.
After her marriage to Dr. Hunt, she lived several
years in New Orleans in regal splendor. She is now
a widow, residing at Louisville, Ky.
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throne bowed his knee before the dust of the greatest
rebel of all time! '

After the Prince’s return to England, the Queen
sent the following autograph letter to the President:

¢ Winpsor Castix, November 19th, 1860.

“ My Good Friend,—Your letter of the 6th ult., has afforded me the
greatest pleasure, containing as it does, such kind expressions with re-
gard to my son, and assuring me that the character and object of his
visit to you and to the United States, have been fully appreciated, and
that his demeanor and the feelings evinced by him bave secured to him
your esteem and the general good-will of your countrymen.

«T purposely delayed the answer to your letter until I should be
able to couple with it, the announcement of the Prince of Wales’ safe
return to his home. Contrary winds and stress of weather have much
retarded his arrival ; but we have been fully compensated for the anxi-
ety which this long delay bas naturally caused us, by finding bhim in
such excellent health and spirits, and so delighted with all he has seen
and experienced in his travels.

“He can not sufficiently praise the great cordiality with-which he
has been everywhere greeted in your country, and the friendly manner
in which you have received him ; and whilst, s a mother, I am most
grateful for the kindness shown him, I feel impelled to express, at the
same time, how deeply I have been touched by the many demonstra-
tions of affection porsonally toward myself which bis presence has
called forth.

1 fully reciprocate towards your mation the feelings thus made ap-
parent, and look upon them as forming an important link to connect
two nations of kindred origin and character, whose mutual esteem and
friendship must always have so material an influence upon their respect-
ive development and prosperity.

** The interesting and touching scene at the grave of General Wash-
ington, to which you allude, may be fitly taken as the type of our pres-
ent feelings and I trust, of our future relations.

“The Princo Consort, who heartily joins in the expressions contained
in this letter, wishes to be kindly remembered to you, as we both wish
to be to Miss Lane. Believe me always your good friend,

“ Vicrorna R.”
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Wave succeeds wave, and the ship of state labors
fearfully in an angry sea. Mr. Crittenden’s glorious
speech, delivered during the morning hour of the
Senate to-day, is the topic of eulogy in every circle
to-night. The venerable Senator had an interview
of two hours with the President on Saturday. Mr.
Toombs is willing to stand by Mr. Crittenden’s propo-
sition, and in this he speaks for the whole South.
Why will not the North meet the South on these
terms of accommodation? Can either section expect
anything better? The universal sentiment among
the Union members of Congress and the most influ-
ential circles in Washington is in favor of this propo-
sition. The President elect is understood distinctly
to favor it. Here, then, is a ground on which all par-
ties may meet and save the Union, and preserve the
country from the disasters which are about to be
brought upon it by short-sighted politicians.
“Senator Crittenden gave a dinner party at the
National to about thirty of his personal friends,
among whom were Lieutenant-General Scott, Judges
Nelson, Campbell, Clifford and Catron of the Supreme
Bench, several Senators and Representatives of all
parties, and prominent citizens of Washington. The
brother of Major Anderson, who had returned from a
visit to Fort Sumter, was also among the guests.
“Senator Seward has had a late dinner party at his
residence to-night, at which many conservative men
of all parties were present, and not a few that were
at Senator Crittenden’s dinner. There was consider-
able excitement among the extremists North and
South, consequent upon the belief that the two Sen-






514 BUCHANAN'S ADMINISTRATION.

whether it was possible that he, as an American, de-
sired such an event. Mr. Toombs replied affirmatively,
and said that those who sent the vessel there should
be sunk with her. General Scott thereupon remarked
that he was responsible for what he said, and Mr.
Toombs responded, ¢ You have known me for twenty-
five years, and are aware that I too am responsible’
The matter here ended ; but the subject, it is said, is.
in the hands of friends. ”

“ The President’s levee was held on the 15th Jan-
uary, an elegant affair. Probably a similar scene
never occurred in the White House before. With
very few individual exceptions, the party that elected
Mr. Buchanan to the office he now holds, was absent.
The party that opposed him and has increased in num-
bers every day since it did so, was represented by its
best men now in Washington. One of the officers -
of the White House remarked at the close of the
levee, that he never saw so many republicans there
before.

“ Mr. Buchanan was warmly greeted by the repub-
licans, and he conversed pleasantly with each of them.
Lieutenant General Scott was absent on business, but
several of his staff were present ; also General Harney
and a number of other army and naval officers.  Col-
onel Hayne, who comes here claiming to represent
South Carolina as a separate confederacy, approached
the President at the White House to-day; but the -
President promptly disposed of him by not recogniz-
ing him as anything else than a citizen of another
State. The interview was exceedingly brief.”

Mr. Buchanan gave his last levee on the 12th Feb-
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lic peace tended to satisfy one that nothing was
further from them than the idea of actual service
in that locality. The jolly darkies and “gemmen”
of leisure moved carelessly about, whistling “ Yankee
Doodle,” «The Star Spangled Banner,” and other
national melodies, as though peace had just been
declared with some hostile foreign power; and all
seemed very odd to those who came expecting to
elbow their way through fields of bayonets and
revolvers, instead of white kids, white vests and
rustling silks. .

% The Peace Commissioners, after adjournment, sit
long at table, drink their wine with gusto for men who
come on such a solemn errand, and ¢ coerce’ the best of -
Havanas in great profusion, looking remarkably wise,
and saying but little when inquired of as to the prob-
able result of their labors of love and patriotism.
Last evening a large number of them, including the
Rhode Island and other peace delegations, had a jolly
old time at the house of Governor Corwin. Friend
Cheever, by the bye, the dashing representative from
‘Nyatt, is assisting Mr. Corwin this winter in doing
the honors of his hospitable mansion. The throngs
about the hotels and the capitol are immense. Mem-
bers are button-holed about most unmercifully, and
from the occasional sentences overheard in passing,
it is very evident that visitors here do not contem-
plate the destruction of the offices if they do that of
the government. Thurlow Weed is here, doing his
best to get some kind of temporary or permanent
fastening about the bodies of the border States. His
idea is that if Uncle Sam is not rich enough to keep
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June morning, the erudite Judge Collamer, Sena-
tor from Vermont; the brilliant-minded and silver-
tongued Fessenden of Maine; the industrious and
able Powell of Kentucky; the clear-headed Fitch of
Indiana; the go-ahead and self-willed Ten Eyck of
New Jersey; and beside him, in deep contemplation
profoundly wrapped, is the new Senator from ‘away
down East, Morrill of Maine. Hard by, looking as
if he had not more than his share of care on his mind,
is K. S. Bingham of Michigan. In the second aisle
of seats is the patriotic, self-sacrificing, Union-loving,
and indefatigable laborer for his whole country, the
. venerable Senator from Kentucky, John J. Critten-
den. To the right and left we have Senator Pearce
of Maryland, Senator Andrew Johnson of Tennessee,
in confidential confab with the spirited and talented
Etheridge of the same State. There, too, is Senator
Baker of Oregon, looking a little more gray and bald
than he did twenty-five years ago, when he and Colo-
nel John J. Hardin used to crack jokes together in
Jacksonville, Illinois. The worthy Senator looks a
little more bald than when he first came to Washing-
ton this session, having probably worn a good deal of
his hair off in rubbing through the Pacific Railroad
bill, of which great project he is a firm and steadfast
friend. That queer, rough, but intelligent looking
man with Bahn is old Senator Wade of Ohio, who
doesn’t care a pinch of snuff whether people like
what he says or not. He is a patriot who believes
he could pass the gates of St. Peter whether entitled
to or not, if he was only wrapped in the American
flag. Near Wade are Senators Bigler of Pennsylva-
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Presidential candidates belong, cast its electoral vote
for either. Douglas lost Illinois, Breckenridge Ken-
tucky, and Lane Oregon.

“When at twenty minutes before two o’clock, Vice-
President Breckinridge declared in a distinct and au-
dible voice, that Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, was
elected President of the United States for four years
from the 4th of March next, there was in that im-
mense throng of five thousand people, a breathless
and almost deathly silence of a moment, as if every
one was expecting the occurrence of some long hid-
den and dreadful catastrophe. But the stillness of
the moment was only disturbed by the clear voice of
the Vice-President, announcing the election of ‘Han-
nibal Hamlin, of Maine, as Vice-President of the
United States for four years from the 4th of March
next.

“And then the people, without a cheer, without a
murmur of dissatisfaction; without the firing of ar-
tillery or the rattling of musketry, quietly dispersed
to their homes, thankful in their hearts that at least
one threatening ordeal in our country’s history had
been passed through peacefully and happily.”
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each of the European sovereigns, and also to Presi-
dent Linceln, announcing the fact. Lord Lyons, her
ambassador at Washington,—(a bachelor,)}—requested
an audience of Mr. Lincoln that he might present this
important document. At the time appointed he was
received at the White House, in company with Mr.
Seward. “May it please your Excellency,” said Lord
Lyons, “I hold in my hand an autograph letter from
my royal mistress, Queen Victoria, which I have been
commanded to present to your Excellency. In it she
informs your Excelleney that her son, his Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wales, is about to contract a mat-
rimonial alliance with her Royal Highness the Prin-
cess Alexandra of Denmark” After continuing in
this strain for a few minutes, Lord Lyons tendered
the letter to the President and awaited his reply. It
was short, simple and expressive, and consisted simply
of the words:—*Lord Lyons, go thou and do likewise.”

The New Year’s reception at the Presidential man-
sion in 1865, was said to have been more crowded
than ever before. Among the Generals were Halleck,
Hitchcock, Hunter, Doubleday, Fessenden, Terry,
Farnsworth, Thomas and others. Admiral Smith and
Commodore Goldsborough headed the Naval Delega-
tion. At Mrs. Lincoln’s first drawing-room reception,
the élite of the metropolis was in attendance. Ad-
miral and Mrs. Farragut were conspicuous. This lady
is a Virginian, and has the frank, easy manner and im-
pulsive grace of the Southern ladies.

One of the most valued confidential friends of
President Lincoln, as he had been for years of most
prominent statesmen, was Judge James W. White of
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millions of dollars, and was said by the court to be
“beyond comparison the most important ever brought
before it since the formation of the government.”

- When the Girard will case, involving millions of prop-

erty and questions as to charitable uses, was before
the Supreme Court, Mr. Brewster argued it on behalf
of the city of Philadelphia, and procured a reversal
of the judgment entered against the city. The emi-
nent reputation of this gentleman, acknowledged to
be at the head of the Philadelphia bar, and—since his
successful management in 1856 of the famous con-
tested election case of Mann vs. Cassidy, where he
gained the cause though opposed by the flower of the
bar—regarded as the great legal champion of the
cause which cherishes the purity of the ballot-box—
renders & brief notice proper. Bornin 1825, he grad-
uated at the University of Pennsylvania at the age
of sixteen; studied law with his father, Francis E.
Brewster, and was admitted to the bar when only
nineteen. Ina few years he rose to the head of the
criminal bar, being engaged in most important cases.
His defence of a medical practitioner from the charge
of homicide of a patient by mal-practice, was proof
of the old saying, “the lawyer must be master of all
sciences.”* »

Mr. Brewster’s reputation in civil cases is equally

* His defence of Lenairs, who shot a Jersey farmer while attempting to
arrest him, was a most eloquent effort, and pronounced by the press “the
speech of the trialL” Though the highest talent of the New Jersey bar was
invoked for the prosecution, the life of the accused was saved. A masterly
defence by Mr. Brewster also secured the discharge of Kirkpatrick and his
wife, in one of the longest criminal trials that ever occupied the attention of a
Philadelphia jury. His defence of Mr. Alibone, charged with conspiracy to
defraud the Pennsylvania bank, in an important and protracted trial, triumphed
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has the scorn of all crooked ways innate in a high-
toned gentleman, and his rich mental culture is evi-
dent in conversation. As a speaker he is equalled by
few, and the natural advantages of a clear and finely
modulated voice, noble features and an elegant per-
son, aid the effect of his oratory.

The financial question was one of so great im-
portance during the administration of Mr. Lincoln,
that it brought into prominent positions many gen-
tlemen who had not previously been much in the habit
of frequenting the “salons” of the capital. Many
brought with them their wives and daughters, usually
well-educated, refined, intelligent ladies, often more
dignified and retiring than showy. Among them
were the wife and daughter of Mr. J. U. Orvis of New
York. He had established a national bank in that
city, and managed it so successfully as to have drawn
from Secretary Chase at Providence, R. I, the remark,
that he considered the bank of which Mr. Orvis was
president a model of what he intended those finan-
cial institutions to be. Secretary Fessenden also com-
plimented Mr. Orvis publicly on “having done his
duty;” and an assistant Secretary of the Treasury
said that he did “as much as any banker in the
country to promote the sale of government bonds in
the time of the country’s necessity.”

The peculiar great financial movements of those
days can now scarcely be understood. The daily
doings of the various agents were chronicled in the
journals, and the great public heart vibrated as with
electric shocks, when reports came in of the almost
fabulous amounts transferred to the public treasury.
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“ My first reflection, at meeting Mr. Seward, was
one of wonder that so small a man should have been
near creating a war between two great nations; a
man, I should think, little over five feet and a half in -
height and some sixty years of age, with small, deli-
cate hands and feet, and a spare, wiry body, scanty,
gnow-white hair, deep-sunk, clear gray eyes, a face
clean shaven, and a smooth, colorless skin. He was
.in his office when I first saw him, dressed in black,
with waistcoat halfunbuttoned, one leg over the side
of his arm-chair, and a cigar stuck between his lips.
You are at your ease with him at once; there is a
frankness and bonhomie about his manner which ren-
ders it very pleasant. - A glance at that spare, hard-
knit frame, and that clear, bright eye, shows that no
pleasure has been indulged in to excess throughout
his long, laborious career. Probably the most strik-
ing looking of the ministers is Mr. Chase, the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. His lofty, spacious forehead,
his fresh, smooth countenance, his portly figure and
his pleasant, kindly smile, seem to mark the philan-
thropist. Mr. Blair, though a Maryland man, is the
only one of the ministers who has what we consider
the characteristic Yankee type of face—the high
cheek-bones, sallow complexion and long straight
hair. Mr. Gideon Welles, the Secretary of the Navy,
wears a long white beard and a stupendous white
wig, which cause him to look like the heavy grand-
father in a genteel comedy. Mr. Bates of Missouri,
the Attorney-General, is a lawyer, very much like
elderly legal authorities in other parts of the world.”

Mrs. Lincoln seemed to have impressed foreigners
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Social Reaction from the Depression caused by the War—The fash-
ionable Season a Carnival—Changes in Society—Andrew Johnson
and his Family—New Years, 1866—Prominent Ladies—The French
Minister’s Party—Marriage of Mrs. Douglas—Madame Le Vert and
her Daughters—Opening Receptions of the next January—Mrs.
Sprague — Receptions at Chief-Justice Chase’s — Celebrities and
Beauties—Hon. Alex. W. Randall—Mrs. Randall—Mrs. Grant’s
Dress and Receptions—A new Feature at the White House—The
Foreign Ministers — Fashionable Gayety at its toppling Height
—Party at Admiral Lee’s—Splendid Party at General Butler's—At
Senator Morgan’s, &c.—Last Reception of the President—Mrs.
Dahlgren’s Reunions—Mrs. Pomeroy—Mrs. Henderson—Mrs. Wil-
liams—Mrs. Gaines—Rush to the Capital.

THE long social depression and privations caused
by the war, were followed by a reaction in the first
year of the term of Andrew Johnson. Even the
shock of President Lincoln’s assassination and the
mourning of the Nation, had no abiding effect in check-
ing the gayety resumed when a few months had
passed. The fashionable season of 1866 was almost
a carnival. Washington seemed to have gone wild.
The accession to society of many families suddenly
grown rich, and their display of splendor in enter-
tainments, the unparalleled influx of visitors to the
capital, the emulation of ladies anxious to become
leaders of the ton, the general love of pleasurable
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McCulloch was assisted in receiving by her sister, Mrs.
Meyers of New York. At the Postmaster-General’s,
Mr. Dennison welcomed his guests. Mrs. Welles re-
ceived with cheerful grace, assisted by Miss Mary
Morgan. General Grant received company at his
own house in Georgetown; Mrs. Dent, the wife of
General Dent, and Mrs. Porter, wife of Colonel Hor-
ace Porter of Grant’s staff, welcoming the guests.
During the season the ladies of the President’s family
had receptions every Tuesday evening and every Fri-
day from one to three, exclusive of the President’s
levees. The wife of Secretary Stanton received on
Saturday evenings, as did Admiral and Mrs. Dahlgren.
Party divisions were ignored, and asperities were for-
gotten in the cordiality of social intercourse. Mrs.
Harlan, wife of the Secretary of the Interior, also
held weekly receptions. At those of Schuyler Col-
fax, his mother, Mrs. Mathews, and Miss Mathews, re-
ceived the visitors. The parties at Secretary Welles’
were noted for overflowing hospitality, reviving the
memory of old times. The wife of General Ramsey—
Miss Gales—was a celebrity. The Marquis de Mon-
tholon, French minister, who resided in the house of
Cocheron the banker, gave receptions. At one of his
regal parties the guests remained till morning, partak-
ing of a sumptuous breakfast before the gentlemen de-
parted to their several places of business. Some of the
ladies attended morning receptions the same day with-
out changing the costume worn at the ball; thus keep-
ing up festivities for twenty-four hours without inter-
ruption. In January, 1866, the distinguished Madame
Le Vert, with her lovely daughters, Miss Octavia and
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in the most distinguished circles. Conspicuous in
society were Mrs. Charles Knapp and Governor and
Mrs. Smythe of New Hampshire. After Lent a bril-
liant reception was given by General and Mrs. Grant,
at which the President and his daughters were seen,
with Sir Frederick Bruce, Mr. and Lady Elma Thur-
low, Alexander H. Stephens, etc., among the notables.
In January 1867, Mr. O. H. Browning was Secretary
of the Interior, and led the way in receptions; also
Mrs. and Miss Mathews at those of Mr. Colfax. Select
receptions were given by General Grant, with danc-
ing, and by Mayor and Mrs. Wallach. Mrs. Sprague’s
morning receptions were given at the house of her
father, ChiefJustice Chase. The engaging manners
of Mrs. Sprague gave her an ascendency in society.
Her slender form became a rich and ornamented style
of dress, and her eyes, fringed with dark lashes, lighted
her intellectual face with expression. The Senator
had lustrous eyes, with small features and long hair
rather carelessly worn. His manner was gentle, but
he was said to possess a striking element of great-
ness—tenacity of purpose. The presence of the Chief-
Justice would grace a palace; his face expressed the
most bounteous benevolence, At this time Mrs. Alex-
ander W. Randall, one of the brightest ornaments of
Washington society, had recently arrived from Europe
with her husband, the Postmaster-General. Mr. Charles
Eames, recognized as, in his specialty—the Admiralty
Jurisprudence—one of the most accomplished and able
members of that bar, was struck down by sudden ill-
ness and removed from this world. The best society
suffered a great loss in the withdrawal of his widow,
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white cloak and bonnet; Mrs. Michler black moire
antique with white furs, and black velvet bonnet.
A very old gentleman, Mr. Noble Hurdle, residing in
Georgetown, took President Johnson by the hand,
“and said: “God bless you, Mr. President! I have
shaken the hand of every President from Washing-
ton’s time, and now, Sir, I am happy to shake
yours” The mansion of Secretary Seward was also
a central point of interest; as was that of General
Grant, Secretary McCulloch, the Secretary of the
Navy, Postmaster-General Randall, and ChiefJustice
Sprague. Senator Reverdy Johnson, too, received a
large number of friends, entertaining them with
hospitality.

Hon. Alex. W. Randall is a native of Ames, Mont-
gomery County, N. Y.; a son of Judge Phineas Ran-
dall, a gentleman of great legal ability. At the
age of twenty he set off for Wisconsin, alone and
without means. He resided at Waukesha, where he
lived a score of years. His advancement being very .
rapid, he became identified with the interests of the
State, and filled many important offices. His profes-
sion was that of the law. He was Governor of Wis-
consin in 1857 and 1858, re-elected triumphantly by
the citizens, who were justly proud of his fame and
honorable character. He did honor to the chair of .
state by his firm and decided discharge of duties;
and his wise and vigilant course gave entire satisfac-
tion to his political friends. He was a most eloquent
speaker, unexcelled as an orator in debate; clear, for-
cible and conclusive. His eminent ability and ac-
knowledged integrity, with his indomitable energy,
























DRESSING AT HOTELS. 565

appearance ; the elder ladies appearing in gold col-
ored or mauve satin, with long trains, trimmed with
black lace or white point, with the costliest lace
shawls, and diamonds worth a duke’s ransom. The
ladies of the South and West often dress in this
ornate style in hotels.
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~The crowded
. —Too crowded

crush that rendered the ten thousand who gained ad-
mission uncomfortable, and disappointed the thousands
unable to get even to the doors. Many ladies lost
their wrappings and were compelled to return home
in aerial costume without protection from the night
air. Yet the dresses were magnificent almost beyond
precedent. The fashion prevalent of loading one skirt
above another with trimmings, and the bright con-
trasts of colors, were abundantly exhibited. Mrs.
Patterson received in black velvet with a lace shawl.
Mrs. Ann S. Stephens wore black velvet with low
corsage and lace shawl; her daughter-in-law, white
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into a siuggish mass. The influence of foreigners has a
beneficial effect; and when the Union is fully

and the South represented as it should be, completely
and harmoniously, the balance will be so preserved as
to lessen’ the peril now dreaded. There has never
been in Southern communities, a tendency to undue
honoring of riches and empty show ; the ancient Eng-
lish prejudice in favor of blood, remains, and among
the old families, a gentle bearing and careful mental
cultivation are held essential to the breeding of those
who lead in the highest sphere. An infusion of this
spirit will do good. And how know we what may be
done by the influence of individuals! If the days of
Clay, Webster, Calhoun and Mrs. Madison are gone
by—are we certain that we ne’er shall look upon
their like again! May we not hope that other royal
intellects may lift the sceptre now idle or profaned;
that other gracious and benign creatures may teach
women their true power! that the society of our cap-
ital may again be what it has been, a nursery for the -
noble qualities of our nature, and for the training of
gifted minds, where greatness mav be achieved with-
out the sacrifice of principle!
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