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DD526/A16~3 U.8.5. ABNER READ (DD526),
¢/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California,

- o 13 November 1944,
CONFIDENTIAL

From: The Commanding Officer.

0 3 The Secretary of the Navy.

Via : (1) Commander Destroyer Division FORTY-EIGHT.

(2) Commander Destroyer Squadron FIFTY-SIX.
(3) Comménder Battleship Diviaion THREE.
" (Commander Task Group 77.1).
(4) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.
(5) The Commander In Chief, U.S. Fleet.

Subject: Combined Action Report and Report of Loss of
U.S.S. ABNER READ (DD526) on 1 November 1944,

Reference: (a) U.S. Navy Regs., 1920, Art. 874(6). ’
(b) U.S. Navy Regs., 1920, Art. 841(3).
(¢) CO, U.S.S. ABNER READ conf. ltr DD526/P6-1
of 8 November 1944,
BnclLosure: (A) Special. A/A Action Report (A.M. 1
November 1944).-9.9
(B) Special A/A Action Report (P.M. 1
Novemb er 1944) - (4
(C) Recommendations for Awards.-pl\
(D) A Discussion of Japanesé Suicidal Dive
B . )
ombing Attacks _?J$ E; o2
PREFACE = 3
1050 100 2 A
1, U.S.S. ABNER READ sank at 1415 Item on 1

November 1044 in Latitude 10°47'30" North, Longitude 125%22' ~ ™ <
15" Bast, Leyte Gulf, Philippine Isla nds, following an tack
by a Japanese bomber which crashed on deck, starting a fire

which exploded the ship's magazines and resulted in uncong
trolled flooding and loss of the vessel., Casual ties, reported

in detail in reference (c), were as follows: killed in

action or dead as a result of wounds received in action -

seven (7) enlisted men; missing in action - three (3) officers

and twelve (12) enlisted men; wounded in action = one (1)

officer and fifty-five (55) enlisted men. All records,

accounts, logs, publications, and papers were lost with the

ship.’

PART I - GENERAL NARRATIVE

2. Since 29 October U.S.S., ABNER READ, with
. Commandar Destroyer Division 48 (Captain J.B. bicLean) aboard,
‘had bezn employed first on A/S patrol and then in the A/S
and A/A screen of reconstituted Task Group 77.1 (Rear
Admiral Weyler in U.S.S., MISSISSIPFI). On the morning of 1
November.this task group, consisting of 3 BB, 3 CL, 1 CA,
and 13 DD (of which 5 DD normally were absent on A/S patrol
and radar plcket stations) was patrolling Leyte Gulf in
Cruising PCilsposition 5RW, with heavy units on circle 2 and
destroyers on circlg 5. Fleet axis was 120°T. Fleet course H
‘wes alternately 035°T and 215°T. Fleet speed was 10 knots.
ABNER READ occupied A/S screening station 5315 or A/A screens
ing station 3.5315, as ordered. Commander Degstroyer
Squadron 56 (Captain Smoot in U.S.S. NEWCOMB) was Commander
Sereen.

94496 3. Neather was mild, with unlimited surface
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Subject: Combined Action Report and Report of Loss of

U.S.S. ABNER READ (DD526) on 1 November 1944,

visibility and approximately five tenths cloud cover at about
five thousand feset. The gea was calm. Wind direction and
velocity are unknown, but were negliglble.

4, During the morning of 1 November, beginning

‘about 0930 Item, Task Force 77.1 was under ailr attack for

about one hour by Japanese dive bombers:(Vals) and torpedo
planes (Betties). At 0945 ABNER READ opened fire with 5"/38
battery on a "Val" sighted in a shallow dive over the heavy
units of the formation., No hits were observed prior to the
order "Check fire" as the plane dove low over the battleships.
Fire was resumed on this or possibly a second plane at 0948
by both 5"/38 and 40mm batteries as it passed down the star~
board side of the ship on the reversge of the formation course
in a shallow glido headed for CLAXTON, This plane was hit
repeatedly by ABNER READ's 40mm fire and at least one very
close 5"/38 (Mk 32 fuzed) burst, The plane was set on fire
approximately 500 yards dead ahead of CLAXTCN, but continued
In 1ts dive and crashed about ten feet off CLAXTON's gstarboard
quarter, CLAXTON was observed to slow and circle as a result
of damage from the near miss. (Detalled A/A Action Report 1s
contained 1in enclosure (A)).

5. A few minutes later U,S.S. AMMEN, on the
opposite side of the screen, was attacked by a diving "ValY
which crashed into AMMEN's forward stack. Shortly thereafter
a third "Val" dove on U,S.S. KILLEN, in the van of the soreen,
damaging her with a near miss abreast no, 1 5"/38 mount. Dur=
ing and following these attacks single "Bettles" were observed
to be ecircling the formation at very low altitudes (about 50
feet), but except on one occasion remained just outgide of
effective A/A range of the sereen, During the morning raid,
which was directed almost entirely at the screening destroyers,
a total of elght planes (five "Vals" and three "Betties") were
seen, Of these elght, three "Vals" were observed to crash,
even though on fire, on or close to three destroyers; one
"Betty" was observed to crash well outside the screen., Ng
combat alr patrol was in the air over the task group during
this raid.

6. At approximately 1100 Item ABNER READ was
directed to leave the screen to stand by CLAXTON, who wag
alternately lylng to and golng ahead slowly on one engine.

At about 1215 Item, ABNER READ ceased 1ts patrol in the
vieinity of CLAATON to send a boat with medical officer,
pharmaclst's mates, repalr personnel, and oxygen bottles to s
CLAXTON, Shortly thereafter, CLAXTON steadied on course 310°T
at best safe speed of 10 knots, enroute to the twransport

area. ABNER READ commenced patrolling about 1500 yards ahead
at 15 knots,.

i At 1339 Item, upon detecting "bogeys" bearing
300°T at 10 miles on the SC-2 radar, ABNER READ went to General
Quarters. About two minutes later, two "Vals" were sighted
through the cloudg bearéng approximately 60° relative,
position angle 30° -~ 357, altitude about 6000 feet, target

A
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Subject: Comt.ned Acticn Report and Report of Loss of
U.S.S. ABNER READ (DD526) on 1 November 1944.

angle zero. "Commence firing," Right full rudder," and "All
engines ahead flan", were ordered immediately as the leading
plane nosed over into a dive on AENER READ, Despite 5"/38,
40mm, and 20mm fire which enveloped the plane in flames and
shot away the port wing, thls plane dove into the ship.
(Detailed A/A Action Report is submitted asg enclosure (B)).
The immedlate result of plane crash and acccompanying bomb
explogion was a raging fire in the after fireroom, after
engineroom, C-201L (berthing space), no. 3 upper handling
room, and the entire topside area from the after stack to a
point just abaft no. 3 5"/38 mount.

8. The bomb (or bombs) entered the after fireroom
through the forward starboard side of the after stack, approxi-
mately five feet above the level of the deckhouse, exploding
in the uptakés of no. 3 boller. The starboard side of the
fireroom burst into fla mes, necessitating abandoning the fire~
room. Prior to leaving, all burners and steam to the forced
draft blowers were gecured. At the bomb explosion, fire broke
out in the forward starboard corner of the a fter engineroom
and the after maln distribution board fell inboard and burst
into fla me. The engineroom Ilmmediately filled with smoke and
gteam, and was abandoned. Frior to abandoning the enﬁineroom,
the main engine throttles were closed in answer to a "Stop"
signal from the bridge. It 1s impossible to verify the report
of one man in the after engineroom who claims to have seen
the forward bulkhead (between after engineroom and after fire-
room) blown in on the starboard sid e. No estimate of the
weight of the bomb can be made, but 1ts explosive effect w as
gufficient to flatten all after flreroom and after englneroom
personnel.

9. The path of the flaming a nd disintegrating
pleane (less bomb) was dlagonally down across the ship from no.
3 40mm mount, across the after torpedo tube, onto the main
deck, and over the port side. Parts of the plane (starboard
wing, landing gear, or engine) struck the barrels of no. 3
40mm mount, struck the Mk 51 director platform on the starboard
gside of the stack, struck the breech end of no. 2 torpedo tube
(trained 275° relative), struck the starbecard 20mm machine
gun, and swept the port 20mm machine guns over the side.

Those areas, plus no. 3 5"/38 mount and upper handling room
and both sides of the main deck from no. 3 40mm ready service
magazine to a point abreast the handling room, burst instantly
into fla me. The enormous extent of thls fire indicates the
use of some type of oll and gasoline fire bomb in additlion

to the bomber's normal gasoline fuel load,

10. The immediate effect of bomb explosion and
plane crash on personnel in the vicinity was as follows. Of
nine men and one officer stationed on no. 3 40mm mount and
director, the battery officer and two men are missing and four
men were wounded, Of six men stationed on the two starboard
waist 20mm machine guns, three are missing and three were
wounded, Of the five men stationed on the port 20mm guns,
two are missing and three were wounded. One of two men on the

w Riow
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Subject. Combined Acticn Report and Report of Loss of

after torpedo tube was killed; the second man and two men on
the forward tube were wounded. From the sterboard depth charge
projectors, one man is missing, one wes killed, and the third
wounded. A number of men stationed in the after fireroom

and after engineroom were wounded or burned elther by the
Initial exploslon or during their escape to the fantall, rer-
sonnel of no. 3 5"/38 mount and no. 5 40mm mount, driven from
thelr stations by fire and debris from the bomb explosion,
suffered burns and fragment wounds.

11. On the bridge, as the plane was seen to crash
into the ship, "3top" was rung up on both engine order tele=-
graphs and was answered by forward engineroom but not by after
engineroom. Tests on all soundpowered telephone and MC circuita
revealed communications intact forward, but no communication
with any station aft of the bomb hit. Steering control and
shio's gyro were normal. forward engineroom and forward
fireroom reparted the forward plant lutact, and that the
electrical load was weing taken on the forward board., For-
ward Repalr Party started flghting the fire from the main deck,
Main Batterx Control and no. 1 40mm mount shifted targets to
the second "Val", which was alreudy in a s hallow dive, but
which turned off when brought under fire and when apparently
gatlsfied with the result obtalned by the leading plane.
with the after torpedo mount on fire and the forward mount
subjected to intense heat and occasional flame by the blazing
after stack, the order was gilven to jettison all torpedoes
on the port beam (approximately 270°T), a clear area. This
was done expeditiously at the forward mount. All torpedoes
were flred with trigﬁing latches retracted, and the torpedoes
gank immediately. e after mount, engulfed iIn flames, was
inacvegsible and within a few minutes the impulse charges
began toc cook off, resulting in the intermittent launching of
five fully ready but highly erratic torpedoes into the water.

12, About one or two minutes after the crash, "Back
Full" was rung up, end answered by the forward engineroom, to
k1ll the ship's HMeadway and reduce the effect of relative
wind in cerrylng the fire aft. About two minutes later, "Stop"
was rung up, and the ship lay almost dead in the water,
that time the fire had spread to the entire after deck house,
and the after stack had the eppearance of a blast furnace, per-
lodically erupting flame, chunks of metal, and debris into
the air in all directions. In addition, from no. 3, 4, and
5 40mm mounts and ready service, from the starboard and port
20mm machine gun ready service, from no. 3 5"/38 mount and
upper ha ndling room, and from the port and starboard depth
charge projectors and impulse charge lockers there was a
continuous and deadly shower of exploding ammuniticn, fragments,
and burning debris.

13, The Forward Repair Party 1nitlally led out fire
hoses from fire plugs 1-90 and 1=105, but firemain pressure
was insufficlent. «ord was sent to the forward engineroom to
put all pumps on the firemain. This was already in the process
of being done. with the electric fire and flushing pump and
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Subject. Combined Action Report and Report of Loss of
U.S.S5. ABNER READ (DD526) on 1 November 1944,

both steam fire and bilge pumps running at maximum speed, a
pressure varying between 40 and 80 pounds was all that could
be maintained. Simultaneously, hoses were led aft from fire
plugs 1-18 and 1-41, and from the port side of the farward
engineroom. The available gasoline handybilly\was started,
using overboa rd suction. Efforts to connect electric sub-
mersible pumps to the nearest emergency power outlet (in
Emergency Radlo) were defeated by the fire and flooding which
occurred in that compartment. All efforts at fire fighting
were of course hindered by the intense heat, great nolse, and
murderous hall of exploding ready service ammunition in the
midship section of the ship., ~rractically all repalr personnel
guffered fragment wounds or burns as a result of these explo-
slons.

14, The situation confronting the After Repalr Party
and after gun crews was hopeless from the initial explosion.
All power, lighting, communication, and water was gone. The
fire was being rapldly swept aft; and the fantall personnel
were exposed to a steady shower of fragments and flaming debris.
Hoses were led out and magazine flooding control valves were
opened, but firemaln pressure was gone, All efforts were sub-
sequently directed toward insuring depth charges set on "Safe",
getting wounded men into the water, distributing life jackets,
and casting loose life floa ts.

15, Approximately four to six minutes after the
initial plane crash, torpedo wakeswere sighted broad on the
port bow. The starboard engine was backed "Emergency Full",
and the forward 5"/38 and no. 2 40mm mounts opened fire at the
wakes. One or more torpédoes were actually sighted running
erratically near the surface, one circling to within about
five yards of the port side. There can be very little doubt,
although there were "Betties" in the area, that these tor-
pedoes were those launched by the fire in ABNER READ's after
torpedo mount. When it w as seen that sternway and the suctlon
of the starboard screw were endangering the men in the water
astern of the ship, the order "Stop" was given to forward
engineroom. Thils was the last order given to the engines.

16. At 1352, ten minutes after the plane hit, a
tremendous internel explogion occurred aft which shook the
entire ship, caused her to list about 10 degrees to starboard,
and to sag by the stern. This explosion 1s belleved to have
occurred in C~301M or C-303M. In anticlipation of a succession
of magazine explosions, the Comma nd ing Officer ordered.
"Abandon Ship. When no further explosions occurred and the
fire and ready service ammunition detonations actually seemed
to decrease somewhat, the Commanding Officer ordered men on !
the forecastle to stand fast and shortly thereafter returned i
them to the fofward 5"/38 and 40mm mounts. Simultaneously, i
all 1ife rafts were lowered, the port motor whaleboat was ‘3
lowered, 5"/38 powder tanks were collected for use as addi-
tional floats, wounded men were brought to the forecastle, and
all lower decks cleared.

17, At 1358, with the ship listing about 25 degrees

- 6= 11 130%.
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and the explosions aft increasing in frequency and severity,

the Commanding Officer ordered the Repalr Perty to the forecastle
and ordered all hands to abandon ship on the port side. At

1405, when to the best of his knowledge all p:rsgonnel had

been cleared from the ship, the Commanding Cfficer abandoned

the ship. At 1415 ABNER READ rolled over on her starboard

side, and at 1417 sank stern first. No depth charge or other
vnderweter explosions followed her sinking. # la rge fuel

0oll fire burned for several hours over the point where she

sank.

18, U.S.S. CLAXTON, U.S.S. RICHARD P. LWARY, and
later U.5.5. CHITAQUA picked up survivors with speed and
efficlency. By about 1500 all known survivors were aboard
these three ships. Upon departure of rescue ships from the
area, Commander Destroyer Squadron Five (in U,S.S . FLUSSER)
remained to search the area. All survivors from the three
ships were transferred to U.,S5.8, PINKNEY (APHZ2) upon arrival

_in the Transport Area about 1800.

PART I1 - PERFORMANCE OF MATERIA L AND PERSONNEL

19. *  The performance of all material (ordnance, radar,
engineering, and damage control) was normal prior to, during,
and following the action., Casualtles to and logs of the use
of equipment following the Initlal plane and bomb hit were
those which might reasonably be expected to be experlenced in
& destroyer.

20, Except for momentary losses of power during load
shifting, the main battery director, plotting room, forward
Mk 51 directors, and all forward gun mounts continued in normal
operation until the magazine explosion at 1352. Following
that severe explosion, which killed the director trainer,
gnapped off the slewing sight, and jammed the director in
train, no further effort was made to use the main battery
control equipment,

21, All radar equipment survived the bomb explo-
sion, but went out with the magazine explosion. The nature
of the damage was not determined as C.I.C. was ordered
abandoned at that time.

22, Performance of englneering equipment was in
general excellent. Due to the Inherent vulnerability of
power, firecontrol, and I.C. clircults leading fore and aft,
all power, lighting, telephone, MC, and transmission aft was
lost with the bonb hit and fire in the after plant, Power
to eand bridge control of the steering gear were maintained
until the ship was abandoned., The single fire main, even
when split fore and aft (as 1t was habitually in ABNER READ),
is a highly vulnerable line. It 1s not known positively,
but all evidence indicates that the firemain snapped in the
after flreroom, forward of the main cut-out separating the
forward and after systems, The result was no water aft,
and a delay in obtalning a working pressure forward,

Sl
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23 Except for a shortage of one electric submer=-
sible pump, ABNER READ possessed all allowed fire fighting
equipment. Approximately 65 percent of her officers and crew
had been to fire fighting school. The repair parties were
well drilled and fire-conscious. The initial fire, spread by
relative wind, exploding reudy service ammunition, and an
erupting fireroom, was from the outset simply toogreat to be
fought successfully with the equipme nt at hand.

24, A detailled dlscussion of sulcidal Japanese dive
bombing attacks and recommended measures for increased pro-
tection of destroyers against thils type of attack 1s attached
as enclosure (D).

25, The performance of officer . and enlisted per=-
sonnel was up to the very highest traditions of the naval
service, The machine gun crews, who manned their guns until
gtruck by the flaming plane, did so with a full appreciation
from observation that morning of the deadly intent and danger
to themselves of a Japanese dive bomber, Their heroism was
matched, however . by that of the ropair personnel, who fought
to the bitter end against a fire which they knew they could
not subdue, and by the innumerable of ficers and men of the
crew who delayed in abandoning the exploding ship until assured
that everything could be done for the safety of the ship, for
the evacuation of the wounded, and for the assistance of the
non-gwimmers. It is this last group, which, in their determind-
tion to do everything within their power regardless of danger
to themselves, was respongible for the fortunate survival of
such a remarkably high percentage of the officers and men of
the ABNER READ,

" A. M. PURDY

ce: Cominch (Advance Atrmail))
CinCPac )
Comdespac
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Location of ship: Loyte Gulf, Philippine Islands
U.S.8. ABIIIR READ (DD526) Datc: 1 Novembor 1944
Zone Timo: 0945 Itom o

1.
24

22,
23.

s i S—
W\ - =
AMUEN | ABNER i
. READ //
(3,5315)
KILLEW W
o
gt
P 11 1308
Courso: 215°
ixis: 120° %

Enclosuro (4) to U.S.8. ABUER RELD
| ltr

e

Surprisc attack: Yos

ifoethod picking plonc up: Ilaked eye after® radar wrarning of planes in

areas

Renge plane was picked up: Less than five miles.

ilumbor of planes: One

Typo of planest Jap "Val". Typc of attack: Glide bombing (suicide).

Speed and altitude: 180 knots - 5000

Guns firings 5 = 5"/38; 3 =~ 40mm; 3 - 20mm. Ilothod of Control: Dircctor.

Ammunition expended: 75 rounds 5"/38; 361 rounds 40rm; 59 rounds

20,

Approximate time tracking to first shot: five scconds.

Approximate time of first hits: three minutos (fire vms chocked after

30 soconds).

Approximate time first to last shot: 3 minutes, 30 soconds.

Approximate position anglo open i‘irg: 307,

Approximato position coase fire: 65 .

Approximate bearing tirst shot: 2700

Approximate bearing last shote 330°T.

Approxinate range first shot: 7000 yards.

Approximate range last shot: 2000 yards.

Approximate altitude of bomb rcvloasct Iilone obsorveds

Ilits on ship: Plano crashod in flame 10 fect from U.S.S. CLAXTOI.

Planes shot dovm: Suro: Ono

By what size guns Combination 5"/38 and 40mm,

Details of damago to targot by gunfire: Plano burst into flamcs

at about 500 feet height, 1000 yards from CLAXTOI,

Performance of ammunition: Good., High percentage promature 1Tt 32ts,

Sketch:

1. Floot Axis: 120°

2, Fleect Course: 215°

3e Floot Speed: 10 knots

4. ABIER READ's speed varying botween 15 and 20 knots.

S« As plane circled over Task Foreo, it was at timcs hiddon in clouds,
A continuous track was impossible, NORTH

6. Plane dived on stern of CLAXTO!,

Courso: 035°

Al6-3. of 13 lovembor 1944.
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Location of ship; Loyte Gulf, Philippinc Islands.
U.8+8. ABITUR READ (DD526) Dato: 1 ilovombor 1944,
Zonc Time: 1341 Itom.

1.
2.
3.
47.
5.
6,
Te
.8
9
10.
11.
12,
13,
14.
15,
16,
17
18.

19.
20,
21,

22,
23,

Enclosure (B) to UsS.S.
e

\D 1tr Al6=3,

Surprisoc Attack: Yos.
iiothod picking planc up: llaked cye, after rador warning.
Rango planc was picked up: About 3 miles.
Ilumbor of plancs: Two
Trpe of planes: Jap "Val". Typc of attack: Glide bombing (suicide).
Spoed and altitude: 250 lknots ~ 6000 foot,
Guns firings 2 - 5"/38; 3 - 40mm; 3 - 20mm, lothod of control: Dircetor,
Amaunition cxpended: 6 rounds 5"/58 3 280 rounds 40rm; 180 rounds 20mn.
Approxinate timoe tracking to first shot: ilono.
Approxinatc time of first hits: 5 scconds.
proxinate time first to last shot: 35 scconds.
Approxinato position angle opon firo: 30° - 35°,
Approxinmate position ccase firc: =
Approximete bearing first shot: 300°T,
approximate beoring last shot: ‘=
Approximate range first shot: 4000 yards.
approximate range last shot: Zero.
Approximate altitude of bomb rcleaso: INonc obsorved. Typo bombs:
Ixplosivo and incondiary.
Hyts on ship: JAmidships, numbor two stock, starboard side.
Tos ship strarfed: o,
Plonos shot dovm: Suroc: One, By vhat sizc gun: 40mm or 20mm.
Dotails of damago to targot by gunfirc: Plano was hit and sot on
fire at o range of 800 to 1000 yards. Shortly thorcafter, the left
wing was shot off.
Porfornaiice of ammunition: Goode
Skoteh:
1. Bearing: 300°.
2, Position anglos 35°,
3o Hoight: 6000 foot. \
4. Rango: 4000 yards.

» 1944,
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Ship swinging right
with full ruddor.

ABI'ER READ

+
R A i
Z}& Coursc: 240

e
1500 to 2000 yurds
. CLAXTOW
T

T

Courso: 310° \ ' .

0

Enclosurc (B) to U.S.S. 4BILR
RELD 1tr .L16-3, of 13 lovenber 1944, "
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RECOMUENDAT IONS POR AWARDS

1, The following named men arc resormended by the
Commanding Officer for award of the Purple ileart Medal or
Gold Star in lieu of a second Purple Heart Medal for wounds
racelved in action on 1 November 1944, incident to the Japanese
aerlal attack on U,S.S. ABNER READ, This list repeats Medical
Officer, U.S.S. ABNER READ's letter to the Chief of the Bureau
of hedlcine and Surgery, dated 5 November, which is a report
of casualties sustained in the action of 1 November 1944.
Missing personnel are recommended for award of the Purple Heart
Medal at such time as final status is determined.
Purple Gold
Name Rate Serial No. Hanrt Star

KETTLE, Joseph E. Lisut., 239897 X
D-V(G)
O'NEILL, William Ensign, 180798 X
Jaip d0% E-M
ROBSON, VWalstan S. Ensign, 530668
D-V(G)
GILMAN, John C. Ens., D-V(G) 258689
BREWER, Robert N. Fle, V6 618-83=72
BRIGHT, Alvin M. Sle, V6 655-35~96
BROWN, William H. , Slc, V6 665=-54=14
KEPHART, Anson W, Slc, V6 653~-63~49
LONGOSZ, Raymond F. Slc, V6 851~-48-63
McCLUEN, William A. BMle(T) 375~85-88
MEYERS, Charles R. MM2c¢(T), V6 655-36-45
REYNOLDS, Clarence Slc(SC)
n Vé SV 831-69-81
ROOKER, Williem H. 82¢c, V6 570-53-84
SIMuONS, ?1?othy St3c 566-66=59
n
TROSPER, Frank (n) Mm3c¢(T),Vé 859-30-55
WARNER, Lawrence E. Slc, V6 357-01~-49
AMIS, James H. Wr2¢c, V6 625-17-23
ANDERSON, William
J. WTle 393-48-76
BIACK, John E, RM2¢(T), V6  617-47-56
BOTTOMLEY, Robert
Bkr2c, V6 377-11-62

H.
BREWSTER, Arthur
R., dr. S2¢, V6 706-03-18
BRUMET, Dean E. GM3c, M2 564-14-62
CARR, John W,, Jr., Slc(TM), V6
SV 865-56-09
CASEY, Donald V., EM3c¢(T),
.+ USN=-I 869-69-40
CASSIDY, Francis X. Slc, V6 554-61=71
CHIPMAN, Emmitt D.,
Jr. TM3c 360~57-07
CLAYTON, Melvin J. GM2c, V6 654=-86-17
COLBERT, Gene R. Sle, V6 sV 851-41-01
COOK, Lansing Y. Sle 312+94~656
COSTLEY, Austin W, Fle, V6 8V 866~47-49
CREVOISIER, Herman X
4 Slc, V6 553.+52=63

. MMle, V6 607-08-86

WM NN

=

M.
DALLAMORA, Samuel
F

DAVIS, Kenneth P. Flc, V6 SV  866-60-23
DELORY, Bertram A. WTle, V6 564-79-32
DENNY, Harold A.  Ble 336-06-30

WM
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Name Pate Sapiel J dotrc 3ear
DRAPELA, Frank L. FPC3c, VG £55:.59 -4 4
GAWLOWICZ, Walter
(n) T™3e, V& 6422740 x
GIAMBUZZI, Ralph
(n) S2¢, V6 SV 818--76-32 X
GUILLOU, Jewell F. 3ic, O~1 410:-78-09 b 4
GRANSY, Robert L. 3C2c, V6 655- 3318 x
GREE. &, *Merrill F,,
Jr. Sle, V6 SV 823-93~-16 X
GRIFFIN, Clifford
F. MMlc 356--17=74 2
GRIFFIN, Jimmy C. Slc(FCO) V6 563-17-2"7 X
HALLMAN, John H. S2c, V6 245--21 -49 X
HAMPSHIRE, William
E, Slc, SV 856~55-98 x
HART, Harold E. SM3c, V6 SV = 882-95-99 x
HENDZRSON, Dempsey
L. Bkr3c(T), V6 256-63-89 x
HENDRICKS, Casper T.SoM3c 258--45-91 X
HILT, Ralph E. SM3c, V6 SV 871-71-92 X
JONES, Arthur H. S2¢, V6 601-26~52 x
JONES, William P. Soh3c, V6 377-78-85 =
KRULL, Joseph W, Sle, V6 653-11-89 x
MAIOLI, Ralph (n) Slc 204~56-15 X
McQUEEN, Paul S.,
Jr., GM3c 250-73-32 X
MIZONY, Herbert P. Cox, V6 680-40-60 X
MOORE, George A. Mhile 393-32-43 b J
MURPHY, Robert E;
Liviy T CM30, V6 563-41-94 x
ORTIZ, Dgvid L. Sle, V6 563-39-45 x
RHODES, Harvey M. S2¢ 874-38-16 o
RHOADES, Paul (n) M2c, V6 SV 875-40~40 x
ROBERTSON, William CRM(PA), T
B. F4D 183-77-51 x
ROBINSON, Ralph D. S2c¢c, V6 SV 756-17=00 %
ROTEN, Jean F, S2c, V6 753=45-47 x
ROTTERMAN, Robert C.FC3c, V6 613-07-83 x
ROHLAND, Robert L. 8S2¢ 387-02-91 b
RUDDER, Lyles "B" 82¢, V6 SV 838-47-99 x
SAMCZYK, Louis (n) S2c, V6 SV 313-41-37 -
VASQUEZ, James W. GM3c 376-18-20 %
#WADDELL, William R. WT3c, V6 640-22«02 X
WEATHERS, Daryl L. Slo, V6 564=86-75 X
WEERHEIM, Kenneth W,Flc, V6 554=-27-00 x
WHITE, Larry F. Flc(MM) V6 SV 844-20-57 x
WHITE, Neamon R, Sle, V6 SV 860~-93-47 2
AUGUSTUS, Wayne H., GMlc(T) 372-06-83 x
HARMON, George K. FC3c, V6 634-82-76 -
ROSSI, Emil N. BMlc(T) 283-48-04 x
TIRABASSI, Epnest
n) S2c, Vé6 615-84-43 x
ZINGG, Epnest Jr. TM3c, V6 SV  874-95-85 x

#Recommendation for first Purple Heart still pending.
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2. The following men are vecemmewdcd My ths Command-
ing Officer for awards as shown below. 1 is balleved that
in all cases the proposed citations, attached &o this enclo-
sure, fully justify and describe the circumstances which have
prompted these recommendations. Although it has been imprac-
ticable to forward affidavits of eye witness accounts, the
recommended awards are the result of a thorough screening of
all survivors, followed by a careful investigation of individual
cases by an organized board of ship's officers. These recom-
mended awards are known to and have the full approval of the
entire ship's compa ny.

Rank or
Name Serial No. Rate Award Remarks

CARPENTER, Richard
J.

321-01-75 CTwm(PA) Navy Cross

McCLUEN, William A. 375-85-88 Blle(T) Navy Cross Missing in
i action.

BREWER, Robert N. 618-83-72 Fle, V6 Navy Cross do

ROBSON, Walstan S, 330668 Ensign, Silver Sgar do

D-V(G)
O'NEILL, William J.,180798 Ensign, Silver Star do
E-M
ROSSI, Emil N. 283-48-04 BMlc(T) Navy & M.C., Killed in
Medal action.
AUGUSTUS, Wayne H. 372-06-83 GMlc Navy & M.C. do
Medal
KETTLE, Joseph E. 239897 Lieut,, Bronze Star Missing
D-V(G) in action
GRIFFIN, Jimmy C. 563-17-27 Sle¢(FCO) Bronzs Star Wounded
Ve in action
BLACK, John E, 617-47-56 RM2c, V6 Bronze Star Wounded
in action
DRAPELA, Frank L. 556-59=41 FC3¢c, V6 Bronze Star do
SIMMONS, Timothy 566-66-59 St3c do Missing
n in action
RUDDER, Lyles "B" 838-47-99 S2¢,V6 SV do Wounded
in action
WEATHERS, Daryl L. 564-86-75 8lc, V6 do do
MEYERS, Charles R. 655-36-45 MM2c, V6 do Missing
in action
BROWN, William H. 665-54-14 Slc, V6 do do
PATTERSON, Charles 670-81-73 Slc, V6 do
VASQUEZ, Jafiad W. 376-18-20 GM3c do
GRANBY, Robert L. 655-33-18 8C2c, V6 do Wiounded
in action
BOTTOMIEY , Robert H.377-11-62 Bkr2c, V6 do do
HOEFER, John H. 80797 Lt. Car., CinC Com-
; D-V(G) mendation
HUGHES, William W. 342263 = Bos'n (T) do
HAMPSHIRE, William 856-55-98 8lc, SV do Wounded
E. in action
HILDOM, LeVerne A. 509-44-35 82¢, V6 do do
? sV
RHOADES, Paul (n) 875-40-40 M2¢, V6 SV  do do
STEVENS, Charles E. 368-06-53 CPhM(PA) do
Jr.
NOVAK, Nicholas F. 202-31-40 Sle(FC) do
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PROPOSED GITLTINNS

Richard J. Carpenter, CTi(PA), USN: After a suicidal dive
bomber had crashed into a destroyer in which he was serving,
he courageously and repeatedly exposed himself to the danger
of flames and exploding ammunition on a2 sinking ship to drag
wounded men to safety, to jettison torpedoes, to administer
first aid to wounded men, to direct the lowering of a boat,

to asslst in the flooding of a blazing ready service magazine,
and, as one of the last members of the crew to leave the ship,
to asslst in the evacuation of the wounded. By his utter dis-
regard for his own persohal safety, his bold and declsive
leaderghip, his untiring strength, and his intimate knowledge
of his ship he was an unsurpassed example of achievement and
Inspiration.

NAVY CROSS

William A. McCluen, BMle, U.S.N. (Missing in Action):

While serving as leading petty officer of the after repair
party in a destroyer which was hit by a suicidal Japanese
dive bomber he courageously and with utter disregard for his
own personal safety made valiant attempts to bring spreading
fires under contiol. Seeing that his efforts were in vain,
he with great efflciency and foresight directed for his
isolated group the preparation for and actual abandoning of
thre ainking ship. 1In the face of raging fires and inter-
mittent explosions he remaihed steadfast on the open deck
until all wounded personnel were evacuated. Showing no con-
cern for his own fate he relinguished his own 1ife jecket

to a painfully wounded shipmate, thereby sacrificing his own
chances of reaching safety.

NAVY CROSS

Robert Norries Brewer, Flec, U.S,N.R, (lissing in Action):
During and subsequent to the time that the destroyer in which
he was serving was attacked by a sulcldal Japanese dive bomber,
he first manned a machine gun squarely in the path of the
diving plane and directed a contlinuous fire into the plane
until i1t crashed within a few feet of him. Then, having been
blown into the water and although painfully injured, he

helped o severely wounded shipmate to safety and was last seen
returning to the sinking ship to give aid to another man who
was unable to swim,

SILVER STAR

Ensign Walstan Steel Robson, U.S.N.R., (#lssing in Action):

Stationed as the Battery Officer of a group of machine guns on

a destroyer, he, with complete disregard for his own safety,
controlled and directed the fire of his mount into a suicidal
Jopanese dive bomber, maintaining accurate and destructive o
fire until the flaming and disintegrating plane crashed into ﬁ
his station.
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SILVER 8247

Ensign William J. 0'Neill, U,S.N.R. (Missing in Action):

As the officer in charge of the after engineroom of a destroyer
attacked and hit by a sulcidal Japanese dive bomber, he re-
mained steadfastly at his post despite the,immedia te danger

of nearby fire and explosion until all personnel under his
authority were evacuated. Making his way to the main deck, he
directed, with utter disregard for his own safety, the evacua-
tion of wounded men trapped on the stern by flames, and was
thereby inetrumental in the major -portion of these men reach-
ing safety.

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL

Emil N, Rosal, BMlc, U.S.N. and Wayne H. Augustus, GMlec, U.S.N.,
(Killed in Action): After the destroyer on which they were
serving was struck by a Japaonese sulcidnl dive bomber, these
men, without thought of their own safety, acssisted their ship-
mates in getting clear of the sinking ship. They heroically
remained in the blazing and exploding ship to assist in evacua-
ting the wounded and lowering the life rafts until they them-
selves were fatally wounded and blown Iinto the water.

BRONZE STAR

Lieutenant Joseph E. Kettle, U.S.N.R., (lissing in Action):
Staticned as the Battery Officer of a 40mm gun mount on a
destroyer, he stood resolutely at his station controlling

the fire of his mount during the attock of a sulcidal Japanese
dive bomber which crashed close to his station. Making his
way aft to ¢ group of men trapped by fire, he thore, despite
his dazed cond’tion resulting from serious head wounds,
refused to abandon ship until assured that the lagt man had
reached safety.

BRONZE STAR

Jimmy C. Griffin, Sle, U.S3.N.R., (Wounded in Action):

As a member of the forward repair party, when his ship was put
ablaze by the crash of an enemy plane on deck, exceeded the
normal call of duty, with total disregard for his own safety, .
in his heroic attempts to bring the flames under control.
Assuming an obviously dangerous position close to exploding
mogazines, he manned a fire hose and fought the fire until he
fell to the deck seriously wounded.

BRONZE STAR

John E. Black, RM2c, USNR: Statloned as bridge radicman on

a destroyer which had been hit by a sulcidal enemy dive bomber
and being released from thisg stution, he heriocally scorned
the safety of the protected superstructure deck and voluntarily i
joined the repair personnel. Here, subjecting himself to the iy
donger of flomes, shrapnel, and exploding magnzines, he assisted f
in dragging men to safety, in administering first aid to the

wounded, and in evacuating wounded men from the blazing ship.
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BRONZE STARS

DRAPELA, Frank L., FC3c, USNR
SIMMONS, Timothy, St3c, USN

RUDUER, Lyles "B", S2c, USNR wounded 1in action.
WEATHERS, Daryl L., Slc, USNR wounded in action.

- wounded in action.
MEYERS, Charles K., HMm2c, USNR - missing in action.

missing in actlon.

BROWN, William H., Slc¢, USNR missing in action.
PATTERSON, Charles (n), Slc, USHR
VASQUEZ, James W., Gu3c, USN
GRANBY, Robert L., SC2c¢, USNR
BOTTOMIEY, Robert H., Bkr2c, USN:

wounded in actlon.
wounded in action.

The men, stationed at a group of machine guns on the destroyer
in which they were serving, heriocally accepted obvious peril
and remained resolutely ot their stations to direct the de-
structive fire of their weapons into an enemy dive bomber until
the disintegrating plane crashed into their station. Fore-
warded by earlier observation of the sulclidal lntent of enemy
dive bomber tactics in the area, these men are distlnguished,
not individually but in a group, in thelr heroic steadfastness
to duty.

COMMANDER IN CHIEF COMMENDATION

Lieutena nt Commander John H. Hoefer, USNR: Serving as
Executive Officer of a destroyer which was set on fire by an
enemy dive bomber, he distinguished himself by his exception~
ally meritorious performance of duty during andsubsequent to
the action which resulted in the sinking of hils ship. Making
maximum use of hls thorough knowlcdge of the ship and its
equipment, he supervised the fire fighting efforts of the
repair personnel, the evacuation of the wounded, and the final
clearing of the ship. The effect of his calm and determined
manner as he went about the ship was a major contributing
factor in the overall efficiency with which, under conditions
conducive to the greatest excltement, the damage control
efforts end finally the abandoning of the ship ware conducted.

COMMANDER IN CHIEF COMMEN DATION

Boatswain William W, Hughes, U,S.N.: 'While serving as
Damage Control Officer in a destroyer hit by an enemy dive
bomber distinguished himself by his exemplary performance of
duty in the face of overwhelming obstacles. Confronted with
e blazing fire which engulfed the after part of the ship,
and with intermittent explosions occurring in the area where
the fire was being fought, Hughes organized and directed the
application of fire fighting equipment until his position
became untenable. He then assisted in the evacua tion of
wounded personnel from the danger areas to safety, and later
remiined with the sinking ship until essured that all injured
had been lowered into the water.
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF COMMENDATION

HAMPSHIRE, William E., Sle, \USNR - Wounded in action.
RILDOMm, LeVerne /,, S2c¢c, USNR -~ YWounded in action.
RHOADES, Paul, k2c, USNR - liounded in action.

These men, members of the repair party of & destroyer hit and
set ablaze by a sulcidal Japanese dive bomber, rendered
merltorious service by fighting fire in a confined spac> adja-
cent to an exploding 40mm magazine with utter disregard for
personal safety. The y continued to play water on the fire
until wounded and driven back by the fury of exploding ammuni-
tion.

COuMMANDER IN CHIEF CObuaENDATION

Charles E, Stevens, Jr., CPhM(PA), USN: In the absence of
the ship's medical officer, he performed outstanding service
in discharging the great responsibility which was gsuddenly
thrust upon him when the destroyer in which he was serving
was hii by an enemy dive bomber. His efficient treatment and
evacuation of the wounded, performed under the most hazardous
conditions, were instrumental in saving the lives of many men
aboard his ship, and were continued aboard the overloaded
regscue ship.

COMMANDER IN CHIEF CONENDATION

Nicholas F. Novak, Sle, USN: As a pharmacist's mate
apprentice serving in a destroyer which was hit by an enemy
dive bomber, and from which a large portion of the medical
pergsonnel was abgent, he performed services and displayed
professional qualifications far in, advance of those which
might normally be expected from a man of his rating. By his
heroic and efficient treatment and evacuation of the wounded,
under the most dangerous circumstances, he contributed to the
saving of many lives.
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A DISCUSSION OF TACTICS AND DEFENSE AGAINST JAPANESE
SUICIDAL DIVE ATTACKS

SECRET
‘ I

1. The sudden intonsity of sulcidal crashing into
surface vessels by Japanese pllots in the Phillipines area
and the great publicity given to the acts as well as the re=-
sults of sulcidal Japanese pilots by the Japanese radio in=-
dicate that these fanatic attacks will undoubtedly increase
rather than decrease in the near future, Although this form
of attack has been known and encountered by the Navy since
the start of the war, it is considered essential that surface
personnel have a greater appreciation of 1ts deadliness in
order that our greatest efforts may be directed at defeating
it. For this reason all information available to me at this
time 1s being presented for whatever use or dlssemination
seems best.

2 The devastating effect of these attacks on our
surface vessels cannot be overlooked, On 1 November in
Leyte Gulf I observed five attacks directed at destroyers,
screening the heavy units patrolling the gulf, with the
following results: ABNER READ hit and sunk; AMMEN hit in
the top of the forward stack and set on fire, but continuing
in action; XILLEN suffering an internal explosion and flo=-
oding resulting from a near mlss abreast the forecastle;
CIAXTON sustaining a gun or handling room explosion and flo=
oding from a very near miss off the quarter; and RICHARD P.
LEARY narrowly missing disaster from a near miss dead astern.
In addition, ANDERSON had a plane crash into the port motor
whale boat the same evening. Prior to this, on 25 October,
three near misses and one direct hit are known to have been
made on the CVE's, one of them fatal to the CVE,

II

Yk No speclial tactics were observed to be used dur=
ing the approach, No effort at coordination, even when no
Combat Air Fatrol was over the area, was apparent. The bomb=-
ers chose to attack individually, when ready, using the sun
and cloud cover to conceal their approach, The attacks I
have observed were nearer to being glide than dive attacks
the poslition angle at nosing over being bstween 20° and 456,
and 1initial altitude about 6000 feet (average cloud height).
All planes used for these suicidal attacks were "Vals", There
were a few "Bettles" in the enemy air group, but they did not
appear to be engaged iIn any type of attack, merely circling
the formstion well outside the effective A/A range of the
gereen, They possibly were engaged in photographing the
results of the "Val" attacks.

2, A notable characteristic of this type of attack
15 the fact that the bomb (or bombs) 1s not released prior -
to crashing, but is apparently intended to detonate in the
gagoline soaked debris of the plane 1tself, However, the |
pogsibility of a sulcide bomber performlng double duty - bomb-
ing and then crashing - may yet occur to the Japanese. From
the experiance of the ABNER READ, the explosive bomb carried
comprised ealy g portion of the total bomb load; and, from
the tremendous fire occurring in the vicinlty of the plane
crash, some type of gasoline or other rapid-spreading in- i
cendlary bomb probably completed the loading. For some reason
the "Vals" do not strafe during the zli1du., The only possible
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explanation seems to be that machine guns are removed prior
to departure from base. The only information I have on
diving speed comes from the Gunnery Officer of the RICHARD

P. LEARY, who reported tracking an undamaged, attacking "Val"
at 275 knots,

2%

1. The problem of defense against this type of attack,
when no C.A.P, is present to destroy the bombers in the air,
1s an 1immedicte one for all surface vessels, 4Although con=
slderable success has been claimed in the past for 40mm and
20mm machine guns in repelling dive, glide, and torpedo at=-
tacks, machine guns are practically powerless to divert a
suicldal bomber., The fire from three twin-barreled 40mm
mounts and three 20mm guns on ABNER READ, although early,
heavy, continuous, and seemingly very accurate, was ine
gufficient to stop the Jap even though 1t succeeded in set-
ting him on fire and shooting off one wlig. The effectlveness
of 40mm and 20mm fire was, In no attack observed, either
early enough or great enough to disintegrate the plane, nor
was It sufficient to deflect the plane far enough from its
course to avold severe damage to the defending ship.

2, It is believed that the 5"/38 and 5"/25 batteries
are the only weapons that surface vessels pogsess which of=-
fer any promise, by total destruction of the plane at a re=-
spectable range, of stopping this type of attack. Using lik
32 fuged projectiles, and with the accurate direct fire or
line of sight barrage which the present 5" firecontrol in-
stallations are capnble of, four or more 5" guns should offer
a high probability of effective hitting outside of 1500 yards

range,

3 I do not know to what extent the destroyers ant-
tacked used Mk 32 fuzed projectiles, nor do I know the relative
accuracy of their 5"/38 fire control, However, I in no case
saw a defending ship obtain a truly destructive 5" hit. ABNER
READ, in the morning, obtained ono "close" ik 32 5" hit on
the plane diving on CLAXTON, but it merely set it on fire; it
d1d not disintegrate it. In the afternoon attack on ABNER
READ, although itk 32 fuzed projectiles were used, uain Bat-
tery Gontrol wns very late in getting on target as a result
of their previous tracking of the second (rather than the
diving) plene. Consequently, when the main battery opened
fire the dirgctor was in "slew sizht control" and the com-
puter was set for a "dlve barrage" (advance range set to 2300
yards). Advance range may have been inglde the min“mum range
of Mk 32 fugzed projectiles., No 5" hits were obsorved.

4, One other measure which may be taken for defense
against sulcidal attacks is the use of speed and rudder., If
the heavy units of the formation remaln on base course at
ten knots, station keeping for the screening destroyers at
twenty-five knots becomes so difficult that there is a great
temptotion to slow . But ship's speed must be maintained at
a maximum and constant rudder used if they are to have any
appreclabfo effect in causing a diving "Val" to miss,
Circling ot high speed by all units of the formation has
been used in the past with success, and 1s the recommended
procegdure.

e
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1, Seeing the vulyerability of destroyers to suicidal
dive attacks and observing the Jap concentration on them as
targets, measures for increased offensive fire power to defeat
the attack, and for greater damnge control and fire protection
after being hit arc inevitable. The following recommendations
are submitted:

{a) Authorize and dirsct the use of Mk 32 fuzed
projectiles from 5'/38 or 5"/25 guns under
all circumstances where this type of attack
is imminent, specifyinz 100% Mk 32 instead of
the previously recommended 75 or 80%.

(b) Indicate to all ships the extreme neccessity
for a high volume of accurate 5" fire during
the very shor®t period of a single dive attack,
This involves emphasis on high angle loading
drill and target practice firing at high posit-
ion angles, simulating surprise action by per=-
mitting no preliminary tracking.

(¢) Stress the importance of instant readiness of
guns and director to open fire on this type
of target. Guns should be elevated to 45°,
trained on the quarters, projectile and powder
In the tray, three additional Mk 32 fuzed
projectiles and three powder charges stowed
in the zun mount (not in hoist) and immedintely
accessible, pointer and trainer constantly in
the immedicte vicinity of thelr stations.
LEvery effort should be made to man all 5"
mounts with at least fdwr man dupilng condition
wuitches @ to insure high volume of fire for
four rounds per gun, sacrificing if necessary
the generally accepted "instant rendiness" of
depth charge and torpedo batterles; and se=~
curing 20mm guns in view of thelr utter use-
lessness, i

(d) Control procedurs and crdors must be simplified
to one or two astandard commands, and control
personnel drilled to eliminate every possible
second's delay in putting director on target
and guns into "Automatic” and firing. The
general reluctance of Gunnery Officers to per=-
mit free uge of the slewing sight on the Mk 37
director is probably the most common cause of
alow and inexpert slewing of the director onto
alr torgets., 3lewing seems simple, but 1s a
drill requiring technique in the sume way that
pointing does. The supreme importance of be=
ing constantly ready to defend against dive
Lombers cannot be over stressed,

(e) The remcval of all 20mm guns with a view to
reinstalling a 40mm twin on the stern of 2100
ton destroyers, and the substitution of two
40mm twins forward on the 2200 ton destroyecrs,
should reszcive serious consideration,

(f) The gencrally accepted readiness condition of
torps do tubes should be revisgodin the tntorcat
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of reducing the hazard from fire, I believe
it is common practice for all ships to carry
impulse charges in the tubes at all times
whito underway, inserting primers at "Torpedo
Lotion." It 1s suggested that doctrine be
revised to accept the delay incident to insert-
ing impulse charges at such times that air
action is more probable than surface action
(99% of the time), This would eliminate the
possibility of impulse charges cooking off
and lavanching torpedoes,

~

An alterncte suggesticn 1s the installation

on torpado tubcs of a means of locking the
tripping latch connecting rod in the retracted
position, providing of course a mcans of
instantaneous release, (Securing the present
rod with manila line 1s unsatisfactory because
of the vulnerability of the line to fire,)
Doctrine should provide for torpedo tubes to
be secured with tripping latches retracted un-
til the command "Torpedo action." This second
guggestion has the apparent advantage of
permitting, with lmpulse charges in the tubes,
automatic jettisoning as the lmpulse charges
cook off, thereby reducing the danger of air
flask explosion in the tube,

(g

( (h) The problem of 5" lower holsts as a fire con=
ducting dugt between upper and lower handling
rooms 1s oneé which offers no ready answar,
With the many types of shell and povder now
required for immedlate use and therefore stowed
in small quantlty 1n uoper handling rooms, it
is inevitable that the holst must be in uso
shortly after the main battery commences fire
- ing. It 1s possible that the holsts could be
A altered to provide some degree of automatic

A flame 4ightaess, Upper and lLower handling
room personnei must in the meantime be made
conscious of their great responsibility re-
garding closure of the holst doprs and ine
stantaneous Ilooding ol ammunition spaces 1In
the evant of fira,

s

Ao M. PURDY

Enclosure (D)
Page 4 of 4 pages
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Jecret ltr DD526/A16-3 dated 13 Nov-
ember 1944.

CDD48/AL6-3

Serial: 0026

Froms: Commander Destroyer Division FORTY-EIGHT.

To; The Secretary of the Navy.

Vias (1) Commander Destroyer Squadron FIFTY-SIX.
(2) Commander Battleship Division THREE (CTG 77.1).
(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.
(4) Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.

y

Subject: Combined Action Reports and Report of Loss of
U.S.3, ABNER READ (DD526) on 1 November 194i.

Wi Forwarded.

2. As a matter of record and in reference to paragraph 5 of basic
report, it is noted that the U.S5.S. AMMEN reports that the plané which crashed
her was a "Frances" rather than a "Val". It is also noted that the Commanding
Officer of the ABNER READ refers to a near miss on the U.S5.S, KELIEN, which
was in fact a direct bomb hit.

8 The recommendations for awards are concurred in., Having been
in the ABNER READ (F) at the time I can readily understand that the duties
performed by the listed men were under conditions of exceptional mental and
physical hazard.

Ko The ABNER READ had the torpedo tubes trained out at all times
when air attack was probable. This is in accordance with stipulated doctrine
but should be reemphasized as it has been observed that some destroyers are
not complying.

5 (a) I agree with all remarks of the Commanding Officer in
enclosure (D) except as to the "utter uselessness" of the 20mm guns. They
are comparatively ineffective but nevertheless are an addition to the armament.
However, they most assuredly should not be retained in any position where it
is practicable to replace them with 4Omm mounts.

(b) Certainly one of the best defensive measures against dive
and suicide bombers is the use of high speed and turn movements., It is noted
from observation and reports that at least three Japanese suicide planes
missed astern of their targets. The plane which crashed the AMMEN apparently
meant to crash the bridge but missed astern and hit the stacks, The Japanese
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pilots do not seem to appreciate relative movement and since they cannot
practice suicide crashes it is considered that they will continue to miss
astern. This tendency is to our advantage and the advantage is enhanced
by use of speed.,

(e) It is recommended that formation speed of a force com-
posed of heavy ships should always be increased to the maximum available to
the slowest hP’V" ship when air attack is imminent and that t,urn movenent s
be initiated prior to the movement that any plane can reach a release or dive
point and continued during the attack.

(d) Fifteen hundred to two thousand yards from nearest heavy
ship is the distance stipulated by U.S.F. 10-A for the anti-aircraft screen.

I believe this still remains the best distance. It allows room for individual
manenver and offers mutual protection by gun power between heavy ships and

the screen. A destroyer that is too close to the heavy ships loses its
defensive advantage of speed, If over two thousand yards from the heavy ships
it loses much of the heavy ship gun power assistance and becomes a good target
for suicidal planes. With the increase in Japanese suicidal tactics, the

shoe is partially on the other foot and destroyers need the protection of
heavy ship fire power as much as the heavy ship needs the protection furnished
by destroyers.

(e) 1In reference to the needed ability to open a high rate of
fire quickly, destroyers should always be in condition one easy in landlocked
waters where air attacks are frequent'and early warning not always possible.
Thi.s condition is not a hardship for a destroyer if properly organized and
it is recommended that the senior destroyer commander present be enjoined by
directives to enforce this as a rule.

6. By copy of this endorsement the Commanding Officer, U.S
ABNER READ is directed to furnish Commandeér SEVENTH Fleet with the nam
home a.d( resses of the next of kin of those men recommended for awards,

such information is obtainable.

/W < 4"\
J. B. McIEAN,

ce - USS ABNER READ
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SECOND ENDORSEMENT to: 26 November 1944,
Ce0s USS ABNER READ's .

Secret Ltr DD526/416-3

of 13 November 1944,

Commander Destroyer Squadron FIFTY-SIX.

The Secretary of the Navy.

(1) Commander Task Group 77.1 (Commander Battleship Division 3).
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet,

(3) The Comuander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Sub ject: Combined Action Reports and Report of Loss of U.S.S. ABNER READ
(DD 526) on 1 November 1944,

1R Forwarded.,

24 This is a well-considered and comprehensive report. The recom=-
mendations of the basic letter are concurred in,

8% With respect to the tactical employment of a screen for such an
attack, this office desires to subscribe most emphatically to the remarks of the
first endorser. Speed and maneuverability are the most important defensive in-
herent qualities of a destroyer. As opposed to the free employment of these
qualities is the primary mission of the type, ie., defense of the large and slow-
er ships being screened. The two functions are difficult to reconcile mutually,
It is believed the most effective compromise is obtained by placing the screening
destroyers on a circle just outside that of the heavy ships, the distance being
such as to permit free maneuverability independent of the main body, and at the
same time not too far to lose the fire support effect of the big ships. One to
two thousand yards would appear to satisfy these conditions.

L. In the practical application of these tactics, screening ships
should be originally disposed on their circle so as not to mask the batteries
of the ships screened, and should consider this factor in their subsequent
maneuvering.

D i ,//é ///.:
.,
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SECREL 3 December 1944
THIRD ENDORSEMENT to

CO ABNER READ Secret ltr.

DD526/4A16-3 of 13

November 1944,

From: Commander Task Group 77.1 (Commander
Battleship Division Three).

To: The Secretary of the Navy.

Via: Commander Seventh Fleet,
Commander in Chief, Uniied States Fleet.

Subject: Combined Action Report and Report of Loss of
UsSeSe ABNEK READ (LD 526) on 1 November 1944,

Reference: (a) Collata 77,1 (CBL=3) Action Report Al6=-3
serial 0028 of 7 November 1944.
(b) Col'se 77,1 (CBL=3) 2nd Endorsement
to CO PHUENIA ltr., Al6-3 serial 0208
of 2 December 1944,

1. Forwarded.,

2. The recommendations and remarks contained in the
basic letter and first two endorsementsare in general concurred
in,

Be The opinion expressed by Commander Destroyer Division
FORLY-EIGH L regarding the relative usefullness of 20 millimeter guns
is in accord with that of this command.

4, To avold surprise attecks and to permit the use of

AA special, Commander Task Group attempted to maneuver the formation
clear of all land masses, Due, however, to the restricted waters of
IEYI'E GULF, this was not always possible. It is considered, however,
that 75% to 100% AA special, at the option of individual ships should
be used against suicide dive-bombers, without any restriction imposed
because of the proximity of enemy-held territory. Ships maneuvering
in hostile and restricted waters are in greatest need of the increased
anti-aircraft effectiveness imparted by the Mark 32 fuse.

S It is noted that the ABNER READ fails to observe that
the task group increased speed to fifteen knots at 0944, just prior
to the initial attacks., With the screen on circle 3.5 (1500 yards
outside of the heavy ships), it is the opinion of the Task Group

12 1482
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SECRET
Combined Action Report and Report of Loss of
U.SeSe ABNER READ (DD526) on 1 November 1944,

Commander that individual destroyers had adequate opportunity to
maneuver radically at high speed to avoid direct attack. It is
his further opinion that this form of evasion is far more effect-
ive than maneuvering of the entire disposition. When attacks are
being made upon individual ships from different directions at the
same time, those ships concerned must decide for themselves what
avoiding action will be most effective. General maneuvering of
an entire task group, while advantageous to one ship under attack
might be disadvantageous to other ships of the formation, and pre-
clude individual ships from initiating evasive maneuvers. is
doctrine was transmitted to all ships of the group and believed
to be well understood.

6o For more detailed comment covering these points,
attention is invited to reference (a) and (b) of this endorse-

ment.,
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UNITED STATES FLEET
COMMANDER SEVENTH FLEET

Albe3 (F=3=4/vmw)
Serial: 00 3§70 /

secret
13 November, 1944.

From: Commander SEVINTH Fleet.
To ¢ Seoretary of the Navy.
Vie: Commender in Chief, United States Fleet.

FOURTH ENDORSEMENT to:
CO ABNER R!

Sub jeet: Combined Aetion Report and Report of Loss of U.S.S.
ABNER READ (DD 526) on 1 November 1944.

1. From the action report of the Commanding Officer it
is aepparent that the attack by the Japanese sulcide plane developed
very rapidly. In spite of serious damege inflioted on the plane in
its dive, including the loss of a wing, the ABNER READ was struck.
Under these circumstances the only possible means of escape lay in
early complete destruction of the plane by gunfire or radical man=~

euvering at high speed by the target ship. The remarks of Commander
Task Group 77.1 on the matter of individual meaneuvering by & ship
direetly under attack are conecurred in,

2. The recommendations and remarks contained in the
basic letter and endorsements, are eoncurred in.

3 Original enclosures B and C were not received and
copies are substituted therefor.

g é ; ://’/
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