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“'Did you go to the dentist?"’

“No, it stopped aching.”

“Ed, you're being positively dumb about this
toothache. What you're doing is letting your
teeth down."

“You wouldn’t kid a guy with the toothache, would
you? How can you let your teeth down?"’

““You Don’t Go to the Dentist
Regularly. You go when your tooth
aches so bad you can't stand it. You , Q
expect him to stop the ache and save
the tooth. But the responsibility is
yours—you let the tooth decay.”

"I didn’t know it was decaying."

“"The dentist would have known.
It's his business to find decay early
and stop it. It's your business to go to
the dentist.”’

“I'm sure going now."”

““I'm a Reformed Character,’”’
Ed told the nurse next day. ‘'From now
on it's me for the dentist every six
. months. That sure was a good guy
I went to. He told me all about this




tooth disease called dental caries, how it first makes
a decayed spot so little you don't notice it. That’s
why he pokes around in your mouth with that little
pick and mirror. It's a magnifying mirror. After
he got through talking, I understood what you meant
by letting my teeth down. I got two or three other
teeth with holes in them. Gosh, I don’t want to lose
my ivories. I don’t want that corn on the cob smile
with a tooth gone here and a tooth gone there. It
would spoil my beauty.”

Do You Want a Smile full of teeth or a smile full
of gaps? Your ivories can make or mar your appear-
ance. And they work for you every meal every day
of your life. They get the food ready for your stomach
to do its job of digestion. '

Teeth Have Troubles. Dental caries is the
main tooth disease. It makes them decay and ache.
If the decay goes on too long, you will lose the tooth.
Very often the roots of decayed teeth get abscessed.
The pus from an abscess may make you sick some-
where else in your body. Pyorrhea may sneak up
on you and loosen your teeth. Gingivitis, or sore .
gums, may make eating a pain.



W

Take Your T to the Dentist Regularly.
He's trained in - and mouth troubles. Go as
often as he says should. Regular care by the
dentist is the onl y you have of protecting your
teeth. Regular ¢ s cheaper than fix-up jobs on
teeth that have gone bad.

Some people will have to go oftener than others
because their teeth are more liable to decay. And
don’t forget—there are many diseases of the mouth
that don’t attack the teeth. Your dentist knows how
to treat those troubles, too. People in certain occu-
pations are liable to more mouth trouble than others.
Among these are people who work with lead,
mercury, radium, acids and other chemicals—and
those in dusty trades.



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Dentists May Be Scarce in your town. Many
dentists have closed up their offices and gone into
the Army and Navy. People have to wait a litfle
longer than they did before for appointments. In
some places workers and employers have talked
things over with the dental societies and arranged
for evening office hours for workers. '

Companies and Labor Unions are getting more
interested in the mouth health of workers. Some
plants have a dentist on the health staff. In some
plants, the workers pay regular fees for dental serv-
ice. In others, payment is made by their sick-bene-
fit associations. A few plants give dental care as
part of the medical service.

Make a pal of your dentist
and hold on to your teeth!
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