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P O- E Y.
F, things in which Mankind does most excel;
Nature's chief Mafier-piece isWriting wail'z v

Aaq ot'all ſorts of Writing. nose there are
'

I'hat can the'least with Poetry compare : -
-,

To kind of Work reqſſuire ſo nice va toycþ,
And ifweli finiſh'd, nothing ſhines ſo much;
In: Heav'n forbid-we ſhould be ſo profane,

i

l'o grace the ſſulgar with that Sacred Name;
Tis not a ſhſh ofFang- which ſometimes'

uſing our minds, ſecs offthe fi'xghtest Rhlmes;
Bright as a Blaze, but in a M-'xncnt done;
True Wit i: evarlqfling, [ill-c- the Szm 5

ſi

Which the" ſoxnefirnes bound: Cloud rehir'dp
Breaks'out again, and is by all admir'd.

'

-
'

A' z Number;



Number, and Rhime, 'and that harmonious Sound,

Which never does the Ear with Harſhmjfi wound,
Are necrſſary, yet but 'vulgar Arts,
For all in vain theſe ſuperficial parts
Contribute to the Structure ofthe whole

Without a Geniw too, for that's the Soul;
A Spirit whch inſpires the Work throughout,
As that oi Nature moves the World abour; ,

A Heat which glows in every word that's writ,
1

Tis ſomething oſ Divine, and more than Wit;
'

Itſelſunſeen, yet all things by it ſhown, i

Delcribing a
ll Men, but deſcrib'd b
y

none.

'

i

Where dost thou dwell? What Caverns of the Brainj

Can ſuch a vast, and mighty thing contain ? 1

When I, at idle Hours, inctvain thy abſcence mourn"

O where dost thou retire 9 and why dost thou return,\
Sometimes with powerful charms to hurry me awain
From Pleaſhres o

f

the Nightand Buſinrfs oſ the Day;
Ev'n now to ſar tranſported, Iam ſain
To check thy Courſe, and uſe the neediſſui Rein.
As all-is Dulrzefs, when the Fancy's bad,

So without Judgment Fancy is but mad;

And Judgment has a bouneleſs lnfluence, y

Not only in the choice of Word: or' Senſe,

But on the World, on Manna-ry, 'and on Men;

Famy is but the Feather o
f

the Pen;

&fiſh-t



Reaſon is that ſubstahtiafl tileiul Part,

Which gains the sad, While 'rother wins the He'er
Here I ſhould al

l

Various ſorts oſVerſe,
And the whole Art oſPoerry rehearſe,
Bat who that task' can aſterHorace do 2

The best of Master: and Example; too!

'

Ecchoes at best, all we can ſhy is vain,

Dull the Deſign, and fruitleſs were' the pain;
'Tis true, the Ancitct'nts we may rob with eaſe,

*

But'who with that ſad ſhiſt himſelf can pleaſe',
Without an Actors pride 2 A Player't Art

i's above his, who writes "a &or/owed part.
Yet modern Laws are made for [arc-r Faults,
And new Actſurzlities' inſpire new Thought: ;
What need has Satyr then to live on'T/zaft
When'ſo much freſh occaſion still is leſt?

- -

Fertile our Soil, and full of rankestWeeds,

'md Monſlers worſe than ever Nile
breeds.

But hold, the Faols ſhall have no cauſe to ſeat,

Tis Wit add Sea/e that i
s the ſubject here

'

)ef'ects of witty Men' z/eſhr'vc a Cure,

ind thoſe who are ſo, will ev'n t/m endure',

First then ol'Soags, which now ſo much abounds .

Vitho'ut his-Song no Fop is to be ſound, Sangtt
\most offenſive Weapon which he draws

)n all he meets against Appollo's Laws:

'

Tho' nozhing ſeems more eaſie, yet no part _

>ſPmry requires a nice-r Art z - Fot



. . \ o , _

For as in rows oſ riche/t Pearl there lies

MAny a Blemilh that eſcapes our Eyes, i't -

The least of ſſwhich Defects is plainly ſhewn
-
In ſome-fatal? Ring, and brings the value doWn :

So Song: ſhould be to just 'Per/'action Wrought; ,

Yet where can 'we ſee one without a fault,- t

gctExact Proprz'ety oſWords and Thought ?

EXPrPffiO/'Z eaſie, and the Fates] high,
Yet t/Mt not ſeem to creep, nor tsz toſly;

'

NOÞWOtdS trottſpofd, but in ſuch orderxotl', ,

As, tho'hard wrong/at, may ſeem b
y

thance to fall.
Here, as in all things elſe, is most unfit
'

Bare Rioot'tlry, that poor pretence to Wit z

Such nooſaous Songs by a lite Author made
Call an unwilling Cenſure on his Shade. ,

Not that warm Thoughts oſ the tranſporting Joy, j

Can ſhock the chaste-ſi, _or the nice/t cloy ;

*

, But obſcene Words, too groſs to move Deſire,
Like Heaps of Fewel do but' choak the Fire,
On other Themes heiwell deſerves our Praiſe,

ſi

t But' palls
that Appetite he meant to raiſe.

Next, Elegy, oſſwcet burſt/lame Voice, Elegy'
Andoſ a Subject grave exacts the Choice,
'The Praiſe oſBea-aty, Valor, Wit contains,
And there too oft deſpairing Love complains,'
In vain alas, for who by Wit is moved,
That P/frtooz'x-flte deſerves to he beloved ;

'

r.

"* But
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ſ ,, may ,;_.. ., ,,_ ſſ. '
BuFZz-st/y 'NoiifeſihtezſſladdſdflfioþÞhjflſſ _

i '7

Fi
t

_

Mankind; &heal-ark'Wiiii_{tiihit>za£z;/tz,k®' L®5£,_'*'*='*'£'
This to chanted-attiredf-hhs'ffiehhWah y

f 5?"
The Many-taining that'ot'iizejirzs?

4

he! '7
- A

Bur here, as ntshfiser to' hit'hhio,*eftiy*8;'£3ſiffl* (ſin-r
Women have didWſſffljWafijrſhS Thahgitttifiaſigi
Their greateftſi'Faiult" ffiisilliindſſ have-With?

Is not "dcitta:"Tinv'bedsþitdFW/afii oſWit T'zIF-k'l'iſſ35-'3

But ſhould. this more haimaetdttsnafflfieti'May
Andzzevety'floupletlbe Mint-they Pan-a,- 71: f's 'Lxfi

Iſzytit-zaijustvfrfiobetevoe behoc 'ffihde' I' alltllt- iſ)
ſi

Between eeqhzilihbilgh, and. the Whole-MMH laid?
So right, t-hateizery step mayzhigoet riſe, lit. t-zt: -

.-
,

Like goodly Menntains, wtill they reach the-Skin g- .

Trifles likeſuch perhaps oleate have zpastpflzhz z
t I'

And may belilt'd awhile, but neverzlast 3
- . T

'Tis Epigrom,__{tisPoint,-_,'t£szwhat you-will, . ,_
But nor an Eleg , nor Writxwith Skill,- ri -f; _ _,

S
'

No *,Panegyri_c_k, nor al Coopert7111t1L3 , ,, .. .

A
ſi

higher Flight, and ofa happier Force _.

Are * O D E's, z the Muſes most unruly Horſe i

That' bqpnds ſ
o fierce, the Rider has n
o rest,

But ſoamsat Mouth, andctmoives like due poffltflſſt

-

The Poet here must be indeed inſpired,

With Fury too," as well a
s

Fanlcy filfida

ill/Vallerjs T Dan/tombs 'lFPindar-ick Odes.
'

i i

v

'

- A 4
, 7 Gowley



Cowley might boaſt toþhgv: perſormed this pan; ,

Had hezwith Natureiſſjoynv'dthe Rules" oſArt;
i

But ill LEz'cpreffion giveſisct ſometimes 4114) _
To that rich Fancy, Which can ne'erdecay:
Tho all appear in Heat and Fury done, _ a.

The Language still must ſhft andyaſie \

-> * * '

Theſe Laws may ſeem a little too ſey/ere,

But 'judgment yields, and Faxcy governs there;

Which, tho' extravagant, this Muſe allows, - _
And makes the Work much eaſier than itſhews. -

Of all the Ways that wiſest Men could find Say;
To 'ne-nd the Age, and mortifie Mankind,
'Satyr well writ besmost ſucceſsful prov'd,

And cures, becauſe the Remedy is lov'd.

'Tis hardto write onſuch a ſubject more,

Without repeating Things ſaid oft before.

_ Some vulger Errors only 'we remove,

That flain a Beauty which ſo much we love.

Oſ well cbofle Wſiorcſs ſome' take not care enough,
And think they ſhould be as the Subject rough;

A

This great work must be more exactly made,

And ſhape/I Thoughts in ſmoatbest words convey'dt
. Some think, if ſharp enough, they cannot ſail,
'As iſ their only Buſineſs was to rail;

\ But human Frailty nicely to unfold,

i Distinguiſhes a Satyr from a Scold. X

Rage



Rage you must hide; adngiejudi'ce lay down,
A Satyr'ſſs Smile i-'ſharper than his Frawn
so, while you ſeemv toſhgbt ſome Rival Yourh,"v
Malice it ſelſmay paſs ſometimes for Truth,
The * Lanreat here may justly claim our Praiſe,
Crown'd by 'i Mac-Fleckno with immortal Bays;
Tho' prais'd and puniſh'd for another's *Rhimes,
His own deſerve as great Applauſe ſometimes 3
But once his Pegaſw has born z/ead weight,
Rid by ſome lnmpzſh Minister of State.
Here rest, my Maſk, ſuſpend my Cares a while,
A greater Enterpriſe attends thy toil ,-;
And as ſome Bugle that deſign: to fly

A long unwonted Journey through the Sky.
Conſider: all the dangerous way beſore,
Over what Land: and Seas ſhe is to ſoar, i

Doubt; her own strength ſo far, and justly few:
That lofty Road-ofAi'y Trave/lars;
BUt yet incited b

y

ſome fair Deſign,
That does her Hopasbeyond her Fear: incline,
Pruncs every Feather, views her ſeſſ with Care,
At last reſolved, ſhe cleaves the yielding Air.

i

Away ſhe flies, ſo ſtrong, ſo high, ſo fast, i

She [effonsto us, and is lo/I at last.
__"* Mr. D

1
' A famous Satyrical Poem oſhis. '

* A Libcl, for which he has both applaudedl and wounded, tho intire

ly innocent of the whole matter. - ,

n. "_**""

So
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So (but too weak for ſuch a
ſi

Whightyithinglſigx
The Muſeinſpiresa lharperctN*ote_to3ſiiictg;l _

'ſiſſ'
* And why 'ſlmuld Trtlth offendlwhſſenjdiily

To guide' the Ignorant, and warn

i ſi; i

On then my Muſe, adventroufiy _ NNW
To give instructions thathoncern _' 'J ,ſ

iſ
iſ
i

The 'Onitſiies of Action,: Titne and-'Plaibq Plaijcsſi;
Which if obſerved, give-Plays ſo great'ajGrace,

ſi' '

Are, tho but littlepractz'i'zl, too well knſioibnj
' '

To be taught here, where wexpretend alone. '9
3 i'

,

* will

From nieerrl-'aultstopurge the preſent Age,
z. . i

Leſs obvious Errors of the 'Englistj'Stagg'
" 2
'

:'

First then, Soyliloqneshad WCLb-e few; i
.

l

Extremer ſhorn-and ſpoke i
n

pafflim tooz. -- i
ſſ

Oar Loverstalking to themſelVes let wight,- 'lilili'lfi

Ofozhers, make the Pir their Canſihflint-fl

* ' ® ' '- Uſſ

ſi
Nor islthe matter [headed yet, if'thus

i' ' ſi " V

Theytrusta Friend, only torell itus'5-'zſſ
' ſſ

=

'_
i

Th' occaſion ſhould as 'naturazſſy ſall,

'

ſſ

ſi

'-
'

As whezff Be/laria conſcſſcsall.
i
' ſi

_,

Figures o
ſ

Speech, which Poets think ſo fiheſi,

i '
i

Art's medle 5 Varniſh to make Nature ſhine,

' A

_ Are allbut Pain: upon a
' beauteous Face,

ſſ
. P

'i -'

And in De/"criprz'on only'claim a place;"

' \

_ c
t,

But to make Rage de'claim, _and\Grief vDiſEourſE,
'

lztom Lovers i
n deſzjairſine things to'forc'e,

i

T ipazzmerfſſiiisi Efffizmmihd
nen/425.;"

4

p-z _

Must
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Muſt needs ſucceed, for whocan chuſebut pith
A djz'ngl-Iero miſerably totty? A ,_ . i

ſi

But oh, the Dialogues, 'where jest, and'mock
Is held up like a Rest at Shittle-cock !v 1
Or elſelike Bells, eternally they chime,
They ffig/o in Simile, end d

ie 'in Rbime. ,

What Thingſ-are theſe who Would bC,F(-*E!! thought,
By Nature not inſpir'd, nor Learning taught? \

Some Wit they have, and therefore may deſerve

A better Courſe than thisby which theystart/e ;

But to write Plays! why 'tis a bold Pretence _
To Judgment, Breeding, W'it and Elagnea-ce;
Nay more; for they must' Look within to find
Thſſoſeſecret Turns o

f Nature in the Mind;
Without this part in vain would be the whole,
And but a Body all without a Soul:
All this together yet is but a 'part _

Of Dialogue, that great and powerful Art,
NOW almost lost, which th

e

Lold Grecian; knew,
From Whence the Romans Faz'orer Copies dteſiw, *
Scarce

comprehended ſince but b
y

afew; 5

Plato and Lotion are the best Remains
Oſall the Wonderswhich thisſſArt contains ;

Yet to our ſelves, We Justicemuſtallow, . '*

&lookeſ/year and Fietclyer are the Wonder; not t

Conſiderthem, and read themgo'er and o'er,
'

Go ſee them play'd, then read them as fist-ſore," * * - . , For



. ( 1'2 ) ,

Fo't tho in many things they gtoſly ſail,

Over our paffions still they ſo prevail, \

That out-'own Grief by theirs is rock'd aſleep,
The Dm? are farc'a' to ſee', the miſt' to weep.
Their Beautiesimitatc, avoid their Faults;

First on a Plot employ thy careful ThOUghts :'
Tarn it with time a thouſand ſeveral ways,
This oft alone has given ſucceſs to Plays :
Reject that vulgar' Error which appears
So fair, of making perfect Characters ; p
There's no ſuch thing in Nature, and you'll draw
A [guide-ſ: Monster, which the VVorld ne'er ſaw:1
Some Eaults must be, that his Misfortunes drew,

But ſuch as may deſerve Compaffion too.

Beſides the main Deſign compoſed with'Art,
Each moving Scence must be a Plot apart : i

Contrive each little turn, mark every place,
As Painters first chall- out the future Face 2,
Yet be not ſondly your own Slave for this,
But change hereafter what appears-amiſs.

Think not ſo mueh where ſhining thoughts to place,
As what a Man wouldflzy in ſuch a Caſe.
Neither in Came-dy willlthis ſuffice,

The Prayer too must be before your Eyes,

And tho 'tis Drudgery to ſtoop ſo low,
'

'To him you must your' utmost meaning ſhow.

p
Ex



Expoſe no ſingle Fop: b'uſſc ſa
y

the Lead
B-iore equally, and ſpread the Follybrgad a

The other Way is vulgar eſt we ſee
A Foo] clerided by as bad as [ye 3

Hawk: fly at nobleſ Game; in this low way,

A very Owl may prove a Birdof Puſ:
Ill Poets ſo will one poor Fop devour;
But to cofflect, like Bees from every Flower,
Ingredients to compoſe that precious Juice

i

VVhiCh ſerves the VVorld for Pleaſure and For uſe,

In ſpight oſ Faction this would Favour get :\

But *Fa/staffteems unimitable yet,

'

Another Fault which often does beſal, , _

Is when the VVit of ſome great Poet ſhall,
So owe/flow, that is

,

be n'one at all, ,

That all his Fools ſpeak Sence, as iſpqfflE/l,
And each 'by Inſpiration hreaks his fleſh ;

If' once the justneſs of each part be lost,
VVell we may laugh, but at the Poets Cost.
That ſilly thing, Men call Shew-wit, avoid,
VVifh which our age ſo nauceoufly is cloy'd;Lv

Humour is all, Wit-filquid be only brought
'To turn, agreeany ſome proper Thought. i

But ſince the Peet we of late have known!
shine in no Drcſs ſ

o much as in their own,

An adn'iir'ably Cnaractu m a
'

Play ot'skeLQ/þmr'sz

The
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The better by Example to'convince,
A i

Cast but a view-on this wrongſia'e of Sence.
'

First a Soliloquy is colmly made,
'*
, v

'

Where every Reaſon is exactly weigh'd; _ ,

Which once perform'd, mostopportunely comes'
'

A Hero frighted at the'Noiſe of Drums _

*

p

For ber ſweet ſake, whom at'ſirst ſ;be he loves'
\

And all in Metaphor his paſſionprooek; A _
* '

But ſome ſad accident, tho yet unknown,

Hurting this Pair, to lcdve the Swaih alone,
He streight grows jealous, yet Vl e know not why
And to ooiige his Brim), needs will (Isz p

But first he makes aSpeech, wherein he tells
The ooſcent'Nymph how much his Flame exeels,
Aud yet bequeaths heigencroofly now r _

ſſ

To that dear Rival ſſwhom he does not know,
Who ſtreight appears (but who can Fate withstand 2)

ſſ

TOO hue alas to hold his'haſly Hand,

Thatjuſihast biv'n himſelfthe cruel Stroke,
At which this very Stranger's Heart is broke ;

He'more to his new Friend than Mistreſs kind,
Most ſe

. ly mourns at being-leſt behid,
Ofſuch a Death prefers the pleaſing Charms

To Love, and living, 'i
n
a Lady's Arms.

How ſhameful, and what monſlrous things are p

* - . - 4 (theſe'B

'

And then they sail at thoſe-they cannot pleaſe,
lon

7 \
'



Conclude u
s:

dh'ly partial 'ſhrisz Deagl, , t

And grudge the Sfigp oſ "Qldec-n. Jehhſqn'S Head;
When the inirz'nſickȜ/'alueoſrhe Singe; _

Can ſcdrce" be 'judg'd but b
y

afiz/zngng Age;
For Dancesz-"Flutes, Italihk SongsI arilehi'me
May keep uþJ/'Fmt'ivgNonſehſeſora'tirhe.t _

But that may fail, whiehffigwct ſo machþfl-'rulqg
And Sena;- no longer will fall'n/lit to Feols. i" \

By painful Steps we are at last gor uſ
) '

Epicſ' Pa_

Parnafflm g-lil'l on whoſe bright Any Top crry,
The Epick 'Foets- ſo divincly ſhow, V

Andwith jufl ,Prz'z{e_ behold the test below.
Herbick Poems' have-ajust þretence _ _

ct

-

To be the ptmofl reach o
't human Sence,

1
. .

A Work-ofiſyteh ineſhmable Worth,- _ si
:-

_

There areſictbut tive the World has yet brought ferch-

'

Homer andſjrgil: with what hwhgl ſound
Do thoſe meet WOrds the Ears ofſiPoetswound S

Just as a Changeling ſeems below the rest r- 1

Of Men, (S
t

rather is atwozlegg'd Beastr
So theſe Giganicſie Souls amazjd We find; ,ſ

ſ*

As muahebove the rest o'ſhuman. kind.

Nature's Whole stre ngthyngfitch endleſs Fame,
And univerſel Shouts attend their Name.
Read Homer once, And you "can read nd more,

For-all things elſe appear ſo
.

dull and poor.

\

Vfſſfi'



Ver/e wnl leetn Pro/E', yet ofte-'r on him look," -

And you will hardly' need another Book.
Had * Boffic never writ, the VVorld had stfll,
Like Indians, view'd this wondrous piece ofSkiih

A; ſomething oſ Divine tho. VVork admired, .. 7 7 ,
Not hoped to be Inflr'ncted, but Inſpired 52?

But
he diſcloſing ſacred Mſherier, _< X "in

Has ſhown iwhere allthe mighty Magirk hes,

De ſcrib'd the Seed5,and in what' order ſowo,

That have to ſuch a vast proportion BTOWPKF
Sure from ſome Angel he the See:cm kneifiſi'ſſiſſdl'

VVho through this Labyrinth has given the Clue -'

But What alas, avails it poor Mankind
'

_

TOſee this promiſed Land, yet stay behind 2.
The way is ſhewn, but who has strength to gOP
Who can all Science; ekactly know?

o
Whoſe Fancy flies beyond weak Reafim's Sight, . i

And yet has Judgment to direct it right ? .
Whoſe just Diſcernment," Virgil like, is ſuch, t

Never to ſay too little, or too much?

Let ſuch a man' begin Without delay,

But he must do much more than l can ſay,
Must above Cowley, nay an d Milton too preVaiL

Succecd where. great Torguatapnd our greater Spen

(cer ſail.

-'

*' A late Awhors

FINIS.__
j
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