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F thmns in which T\'fcmkmd does moft exce!
Naturd’s chief Mafter-piece is Writing e ;

A ot all forts of Writing none there are
That can theleaft with Poctry compare :
No kind of Work requnc fo nice a touch,
And if well finitd d, nothing fhiaes fo much;
But Heav’n forbid we fhould be {o profane,
To grace the Pulgar with that Sacred Name;
*Tis not a {lath of Fancy which fometimes’
Dazling our minds, fers oi the flightelt Rhimes;
Bright as 2 Blaze, but in 2 Momcent donc;
True Wit is everlafling, like the Suny .
Which tho’ fometimes behind a Cloud resiv’d,
Breaks out aFaxn, and ig by all admic’d,
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Number, and Rhime, and that harmonious Sound
Which never does the Ear with Harfbuefs wound,
Argneceffary, vetbut valgar Arts,
For all 1n vain thefe fuperficial parfs
Contribute to the Stru&ure of the whole
Without a Gewiws too, for that’s the Sou/,
A Spirit wheh infpires the Work throughout,
As that of Nature moves the World about
" A Hear which glows in every word that’s writ,
Tis fomething of Divine, and more than Wit;
- Itfelf unfeen, yet all things by it (hown,
Deicribing all Men, but deferib’d by none.
Wherc doft thou dwelt? What €averns of the Brau
- Can fuch a vaft, and mighty thing contain ?
When I, at idle Hours, in vain thy abfcence mourn
O whegre dofl thou retire > and why doft thou returr
Sometimes with powerful charms to hurry me awa
- From Pleafures of the Night and Bufiuefs of the Day
Ev'a now to far tranfported, Iam fain \
. To check thy Courfe, and ufe the needful Rein.
As allis Dalnefs, when the Fancy’s bad,
So without Fudymens Fancy is but mad;
And Judgmcm has a bounelefs Influence,
Not only in the choice of WWords or Senfe,
But on the World, on Manners, and on Men;;
Fancy is but the Fearber of the Pen

Reafe
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!’ Reafon is that Tubﬁahtia(l g(é)ful parf,
Which gainsthe AHzad, while tother wins the Zedr;
Here [ thould all tw various forts of Verfe,
And the whole 4rt of Poafry rehear(e,
But who that task can after Horace do ?
The beft of Mafers and Examples too!
Ecchoes at beft all we can i is vain,
Dul! the Defign, and fruitlefs were the | pam;
"Tis true, the Anciénts we may rob with eafe;
But who with that fad fhift himfelf can pleaf¢,
Without an 4&ors pride ? A Players Art
s abovehis, who writes a forrowed part..
Yet modern Laws are made for Larer Faults,

\And new Abfurdisies infpire new Thoughts ;
'What need has Satyr then to {ive on 7/ haft

When fo much frefb occafion fili is lefc? - .
Fertile our Soil, and full of rankeft Weeds,
And Monfters worfe than ever Nilus brecds.
But hold, the Fools thall have no caufe to fcar,
Tis Wit add Senfe that is the fubje@ here
Defets of witty Men deferve a Cure,
And thofe who are fo, will ev’n #hu endure:
Firk then of Songs, which now fo much abourids

Without his: ‘Song no Fop is to be found, Songs
A moft offenfive Weapon which he draws

Paallhe meets againtt Appolls’s Laws:
[‘ho nothingfcems moxeeaﬁe, YEL OO Part
3 Poetrv veauires a nicer Art = - For
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Fer asinrows of richeft Pearl there lies
IMany a Blemifh that efcapes bur Eyes,
The leaft of which Defecls is plainly thewn
* Infome fmad Ring, and brings the value down :
So Songs thould be to juft Perfeition wrought ;. . -
Yer where can we fee one without a fault ;- s
"Exa&t Propriety of Words and Thought 2 u
Zxprefion eafie, and the Fancy high,
Yect that not feem to creep, nor this tofly s
No Words traifpes’d, but in fuch order-al, ,
As, tho’ hard wroaght, may feem by chatice to fa/
Hcre, as inall thingselfe, is moft unfie
Bare Ribaldry, that poor Pfereme to Wit ;
Such naufzous Songs by alrte Author made
- Call an unwilling Cenfure on his Shade,
Not that warm Thoughts of the tranfportmg ]oy,
Can fhock the ch/i‘e/I, or the niceft cloy;
~ But ofcene Words, tco grofs to move Defire,
Like Heaps of Fewel do but chaat the Fire,
On other Themes he well deferves our Praife,
But palis that Appetite he meant to raife.
Next, Elegy, of fweet but folemn Voice, Eleg,
And'of a Subje& grave exalis the Choice,
The Praile of Beauty, Palor, Wit contains,
And there too oft defpairing Love complains ;
Invaio alas, for who by Wit is moved,
That Phwnix-fhe defcrves to be beloved ;
Google v Bua
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But' noz/'y Nonfénce, add fuchfops as Veg

JI)I;

(SN

- Mankind; file’ ‘moft with that Fam'zz/}zgk Sex o

This to the' Praiﬁ of thofe’ Who F'etter knev;} R
The Many raxfethe value of tfxe Few, ' 10~ i |
But here, as elfour'Séx 13 oft h e y'd,:” A1
Women have drawn my waddring Though‘ts aﬁde
Their greateft Fault whn ‘in t[m mnd have‘wnt

Is not-defe@ in Wotds; nor Wwant of Wit ; el
But fhould this Miafe harinddiious Num’bérs yleld
And-gvety Goupletbe with Fancy fill d :
If yet ajuft Coberence be-not ‘mhde = . 110
Between each Thbugh and the whole Mdde! 1a1c'l
So right, that gucry flep may. higher. rife, I ;
Like goodly Mountams iil they reach the Shes ?
Trifles like fuch perhaps of late have paft,. <. .
And may bth ’d awhile; buc meverlaft 5 _
*Tis Epigram, ’tis Point, t{&what you- w;l_l 2
But nor an Eleg , .nor Writ.with Skill, -: §

" No * Panegyrick, nor at Coopers- Hil. -

A higher Flight, and of a happier Force .
Are * O p £ s, . the Mufes moft uaruly Horfe ;
That bounds fo fierce, the Rlu&r has no reft,
But foams at Mourh, and moves like ouc polfelt. -
The Poet here muft be indecd infpired,

With Fury too, as well as Fancy fired.

—_—

*Waler’s § Denbam’s ”"Pindari’ck' Odes. o -
'Google: A 4 i Qowley



cowley m:ght boaft toéhave performed chis part, -

Had he with Nature;oyn dtheRulesof dre;

Buc ill Expreﬂ‘ ron gives fometlmﬁs Allay

Tothat rich Fancy, which can ne’ erdecay

Tho all appear in Heat and Furydone,

The. Language ftill mutt fofr and eafre rya

Thefe Laws may feem a little too fevere,

But Fudgment yields, and Fancy governsthere

Which, tho’ extravagant, this Mufeallows, .

And makes the Work much eafier than'it fhews.
Of all the Ways that wifeft Men could find Satyr

To mend the Age, and mortifie Mankind,

‘Satyr well writ has moft fuccefsfil prov'd,

And cares, becaufe the Remedy is lo2’d,

"T'is hard to write on fuch a fubje& more,

Without repeating Things faid oft before. -

Some vulger Errors only we remove,

That ftain a Beauty which fo much we love.

Of well chofe Words fome rake not care enough

And thiok they fhould be as the Subject rough;

This great work muft be more exactly made,

And fbarpeft Thoughtsin fmootbeff words convey’d s

Some think, iffharpenough, they cannot fail,

As if their only Bufinefs was tq rail; :

But human Frailty #icely to unfold,

Diftinguithes a Satyr from a Scold.

Google ' Rage



; Hereret, my Mafe, fufpend my Cares 4

Rage you muft hide,- aédyPiejudi‘ce lay down,
A Satyr’s Smile is fbarper than bis Fropy 3

So, while you feem to flighs fome Rival Youth,
Malice it felf may pafs fometimes for Truth,
The™ Laureat here may juttly ctaim our Praife,
Crown'd by t Mac-Fleckno with immorta| Bays,
Tho' prais'd and punifb’d for another’s * g, imes,
His own deferve as great Applaufe fometimes ;
But once his Pegafus has born dead weighe,

Rid by fome /ampifb Minifter of State,

 while,
A greater Enterprife attends thy toil ;:
And as fome Eagle that defigns to fly
A long unwonted Journey th rough the Sky.
Confiders all the dangerous way before,

Over what Lards and Seas fhe is to foar, -
Doubts her own ftrength fo far, and jattly fears
That lofty Road of 4iry Travedars;

But yet incited by fome fair Defign,

That does her ZZopes beyond her Fears incline,
Prunesevery Feather, views her felf with Care,
At laft refolved, fhe cleaves the yielding Ajr,
Away the flies, foftrong, fo high, fo faft,.

She leffonsto us, and is /o at laft.
T *Mr.D n. '
1 A famods Satyrical Poem of hie, '

* A Libel, for which he bas buth applauded' and woumded, tho intire-
ly innocent of the whele matrer, "
So
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So [but too weak for fucha wnxgluy thmg)
" The Mufe infpiresa tharpar Note to ﬁng, ,

And why thould Truth offend when only told
To guide'the Zyporane, and warn the Bo]d |
Oa then my Mufe, adve’]trouﬂy emnoe, .
To give Inftructions that concern the Stage.

The Dnifies of Action,” Time and Pla"e, Plays
Which if obferved, ‘give Plays fo gredt a Gtacc, f
Are, tho butlittle practisd, too well known
Tobe taught here, where we pretead alone
From wicer Faultsto purge the prefent Age,

Lefs obvious Ervors of the Englifh Stage.

Firft then, Soldoques had we- be few,

Extremely fhorz, and fpcke in paffiontoo; -

Oxr Lovers talking to themfclves for want,

Of others, make the Pir theit Confidantsy = =~
Nor is the matter mended yet, ifthus ¢
They trult a Friend, only toreliitus;

“Th’ occafion thould as narurally fall, '

As when™ Bellario confeiTesall.

F'gurcs of Speech, which Poets think fo ﬁne
Art’s ncediefs Varnifh to make Nature hhine,
~Areallbut Puaist upona beauteous Face,

And in De[crzprzon only claim a place.
Butto make Rage declaim, andGrief szcaurﬁ’, e

Tmm Lovers in defpair fine things to force,
* 1 ki S’ﬁgfe A Play of Beawment and Fletcher,

Muft



Muft needs {ucceed, {or who can chufe but pity-
A dying Hero muerably wiity? -

Bat oh, the Dialogues, where ;cﬁ and mock
Is held up like a Reﬂ at Shirtle-cock /

Or elfelike Bells, eternally they chime,
They fizh in Simile, end die in Rbime.

What Zhings are thefe who would be,Poets thought
" By Natare oot infpir'd, nor Learning taught ?

Some Wit they have, and therefore may deferve
A better Courfc than this by which they ffarve ;
But to write Plays ! why ’tis a bold pretence
To Fudgment, Breeding, Wit and Elogucnce ;
Nay more; for they muft Look withis to find
Thofe fecrer Turns of Nature in the Mind; |
Without this part in vain would be the whole,
And but a Body all without a Soul :

All this rogether yet is but a part

Of Dialogue, that great and powerful Art,
Now almoft loft, which the old Grecians knew,
From th.nce the Rommzs Fainter Copies drew,
~ Scarce cornprc.lended (ince but by a Sfew:

Plato and Lucian are the beft Remains

Ofall the Wonders which this Art cont: alns ;
Yet to our felves, we Juftice muft allow,
Shakefpear and Fiercher are the Wonders now «
Confider them, and read them o’er znil o'er,
Go {eg;them pl: iy’d, then read thesm as Liore,
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‘Fot tho in many, things they grofly fail,

Over our paifions ftill they fo prevail,

That our own Griet by theirs is rock’d afleep,

The Duf are forc’d to feel, the wife 10 weep.

Their Beauties imitate, avoid their Faulis;

Firft on a Plor employ thy careful Thoughts :

Turn it with time a thoufand feveral ways,

This oft alone lias given fuccefs to Plays :

Reject that valgar Error which appears

So fair, of making perfedt Charalters ;

There’s no fuch thing in Nature, and you’ll draw

A fauitlefs Monfter, which the VVorld ne’er faw ¢

Some Faults muft be, that his Misfortunes drew,
But fuch as may deferve Compaffion too.

~ Befides the main Defign compofed with- Art,

Each moving Scence mutt be a Plor apart:

Contrive each little rurn, mark every placs,

As Painters ficfk chalk out the furare Face : :

“Yet benot fondly your own Slave for this,

But change hereafter what appearsamifs.

Think not fo much where fbining thoughts to place,
As what a Man would fay in fuch a Cafe.
Neither in Comedy will this fuffice,

The Player too niult be before your Eyes,
And tho s Drudgery to ftoop folow,

“To him you muft your utmoﬁ meamng (how

(Jo gle ’ _ Ex-



' Expofc no fisgle Fop, but lay the L oad
More equally, and fpread the Folly broad ;
"The other way is vulgar oft we fce
A Fool cerided by as bad as be ;
Hawks fly at nobler Game; in this Jow way,
A very Owl may prove a Bird of Prey’
44 Poets fo will one poor Fop devour,
But to coledt, like Bees from every Flower,
Ingredients to compofe that precious Juice
- VVhich ferves the VVorld for Pleafure and {or ufe,
In fpight of Fation thiswould Favourget :
But * Falffaff feems unimitable yet.
" Another Fault which often does befal,
Is when the VVit of fome great Poet fhall §
So overflow, that is, be noneat all,
That all his Fools fpeak Sence, as if poffe/t,
And cach by Infpirationbreaks his Jeff 5
If once the Fuftnefs of each part be loft,
VVell we may laugh, bat at the Poets Coft.
That filly thing, Men call Skeer-wit, avoid,
VVith which our age o nauceoufly is cloy’d;
- Himour is all, Wir-thould be only brought
To turn agreeably fome proper Thought.
But fince the Poet we of late have known,
Shine in 0o Drefs fo much as in their own,

* An a'dn‘ix;abrlly Coaraitr in a Plé}' 6:‘Skxk}ﬁomr's, -
' | The
Google
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The better by Exampleto onvzrce,
Caft but a view on this wrong fide of Sence. _
Firlt a Soliloquy is calmly made, - :
Where every Realon is exally wei 'hd )
Which once perform’d, moftoppor tunei y comes’
A Herofrighted at the'Noife of Drums
For ber fweet fake, whom at fir/? fizhit he !ovcs,
Andallin ’lzetapbor his palfion proves;
But fome fad accident, tho yet Lnln 0w,
Faziing this Pair, to lcave the Swain alone, |
He flreight grows jealous, yet we know not why
And to o2iige his Rival, necd's will dye s
But firft he makes a Speech, wherein he tells
The a4fcent Nymph how much his Flame excels,
Aud yet bequeaths her generouly now
Tothat dear Rival whom he docs not know,
Who ftrcight appears (but who can Fate withftand ?)
oo late alss to hold his hafly Hand,
That juft halt giv'n him{elf the cruel Stroke,
At which this very Stranger’s Heart is broke ;
He more to his zew Friend than Miftrefs kind,
240t fadly mouras at beingleft behid,
Offuch a Dzath p:cﬁrs the pleafing Charms
To Love, and living ina Lady’s Arms.
How fhameful, and vhat monftrous things are
: L (thefc ?
v rail at thofe :bcy cannat paafe,
Con-



Conclude us on!y pamal for the Dearl

And grudge the Sign of old Ben. ?olmﬁm s Head s
When the intr infick Value of the Stage

Can fcarce be judg'dbut by a fa//g)wmg Age; h
For Dances, ‘Flutes, fralian Songs, and Rhime
May keep upfinking ‘Non'fc\vnfc: for a't:i:{ﬁe.‘(

But that may fail;, whichoow 5 much o’r-rules,
And Sence no loriger will fulmit to Feols. .

By painful Steps we are at laft gotup  Epick Pe_

Parnaffus Hlll on whofe bright Airy Top er,-},,'
4 X he Epzck Poets-fo divincly thow,

‘And with jaf# Pride. behold the reft below

Feroick Poems havea juft pretence :

Tobe theutmott reach of human Sence, \.

A Work.of fuch ineftimable Worth, . -

There are but rwo the World has yet brought forth‘-
Hdomer and Firgil: with whatawful found

‘Do thofe meer Words the Ears of Poets wound !
Juftasa Cbangelmg feems below the reft -

Of Men, or rather isa two-legg'd Reaft, .

So thefe Gigantick Souls amaz'd we find.

As much ‘above the reft of human kind.

Natare's whole ttré ngth anited) endlefs Fame,

And univerfal Shouts trend their Name.

Read Homer once, and you can read no more,

For all things eife appear fo dull and poor.

(Jo 3]& - ' Verfe



yerje willleem Frofe, yet often on him look,
Aad you will hardly need another Book. ;
Had * Boffu never writ, the VVorld had ftill,
Like Indians, view’d this wondrous piece of Skills
As fomething of Divine the. VVork admired, 7
Not hoped to be Zufiructed, but Infptrcd Pﬁ %csr
But be difclofing facred Myfleries, . = f et
Has ﬂmwn where all the mighty Magzcl‘ lies,
Defcrib'd the Seeds,and in what order fown,
That have to fuch a vaft proportion growg ;,
Sure from fome Axgel he the Secre? kaew,
VVho thraugh this Labyrinth has given the Clue !
Butwhat alas, availsit poor Mankind '
To fee this promifed Land, yet ftay bebind?
The way is thewn, but who has ftrength to go?
Who canall Sciences exactly know?
Whofe Fancy flies beyond weak Reafon’s Sight,
" And yet has Fudgment to direct it right ?
Whofe juff Difcernment, Pirgil like, is fucb
Never to fay too little, ortoo much?
Let fuch a mambegin without detay,
But he muft do much more than I can fay,
Muft above Cowley, nay and Milton too prevail,

Succeed where great 7 orgu.zta,ani our great(er S@e;;-
. cer 1al

* A late Author,

(joglc FINIS‘
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