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7.S. STRATEGIC EOLEING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
; C/0 PuSTLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERPOGATION NO. (USSES 170) PLACE: TOKYO
DATE: 26 Octoter 1045.

NAV NO. 41

Division of Origin: Mavel Anelysis Divislon.

subject: Tettle off SAlAR, 23 - 26 October 1944.

personnel interrogatec and backgrourd of each:

Comi-ancer OTANO, Tonosuke, I.J.l.
Corrander OTAMC is 2 veval Officer of 17 years

service, During this wer he held = suctession of staff posts,
ipelly ir Corrunications. In the Fottle of LEYTE Gulf he
ricer on the Staff of Vice Aérirel KURITA, CinC

T

there interviewed: »DLIJl Building, Roor 748,

Interrosator: It. CormanCer Jemes A FIELD, USNR.

Interpreter: Lt. Commender D. EATTLETT, USNR..

Allied Officer present: NONE

SUMMARY

The irterrogrtion of Commanc er OTANI supplements
~né confirms those of Vice iCmirsl KURITL ongd ~g=T arirel KOY-

£ T.—:.GI 8
1, Little new nmoteriel is brought forth. Tt.is of inter-
est priwarils to those concerncé with the cetoils of tho Naval

Tattles of Octoler 144,
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Q o What was your position onc duty on Adriral KURITL's Stoff7

A I was Staff Operation Offlcer. T would originallv L2XC
the Operation plans ond submit them to the Senior Staff Oofficer

and then
subritted then TO the Admirsl for nis approval.

o the Chief of Staff; we three mcde p the plans anc

Qe Whot type of duty ¢éid you have with the 1l2th and e ALY

Scuadron?
i I specialized in corw.unication while I Wwes with the 5th

tir Sauadron, 1 was gtaff Contunication officer, ~rnd srme when

T wrs with the 12%h .

‘ Did you'have any connection with comrunicestion while with

[énirel KURITA?
A Mo, but noturally I was generally ferrilier with the

comnurication plans.

Qe Do you fecl thel the torpedoing of ATAGO =nd the fact that
you had to chenge flogships inconvenienced the operation?

Ao 1t did not inte~fere mi:ch with the operation because the
tpansfer was complected refor: the battle. It hod teen my opinion
that flagships should be battleships; so we hac¢ nnde SOLE Pre-
paeration on VALZATO beforzhend. The gecond Flect in this Oper-
~ation hsé planned tO conduct a night battle anc 1t was nmy

view that a rocern bottleship is preferable s & flagship for
sucr. operations. It haé sotisfactory  spesC, gun POWED,
conrunications, etc. The opinion of the senilor of ficers, tesed
largely on tracition, Was that cruisers shoulc be useé¢ for flag-
shi—sg, gnc s1though I ¢id not agree 1 wae uneble to change their
minds until 1t happened that the ;TALGO was sunk.

Q. In the trensfer of the staff from the LTAGO were any e -
sonnel lost, or any prpel's 1ost which interfercc with the oper-

ation?®
Lie The YALATO zlready haC the importent papers beforc they

sterted. A4S fOT personncl the nain pboéy of the staff was al-

most oll saved end on the YAiliiTO., They hoc slrcady the sccond
in comrané, the Couiander Of the First (Eattleship) Squadron s
~nd his staff esboard; so it went on very satisfactorilys

Q. on the 24th of October, you WeEI€ ~ttceked severcl times by
our sircraft. What camage Was ipflicted on the various ships?
2 e expected that in the beginning of the corbat about 5C%
would be lost; but actuallr it was less than 50% on the 24th, SO
we could procced with the rnission to LZYTE. ViliATO received TWO
bort hits anc Two near misses., Tne two nee&r misses raée & D1g
hole in the row. The hole was much larger then wc thought =t
the ti.e. The two hits Werc forwarc on deck anc not riuch dzmaoge
to speak of, only the anchior windlase was Tut out of cormission.
HUSASHI received 1 torncédo hit whieh exploded an¢ three which
¢id not, and 40 d4ive rorbs. 1 G&id not gec, bul thet is accord-
ing to reports. Ccsualtles are &s follows: The Capteln was
killed and ztout 1/2 or 2/3 'of the crew lost. The srneed Grop-
ped to 12 knots, she hsd to fall out of forr~tiorn anc reccive
contiruous attacks. AS for 1 YCKC the extent of the dzai:ngcC

is still unknown to nz, but theyhed to return to ERUY:II,. liost
of her 4dri.cge Was coyseé -v bomts, 1 think.,

Qe icre ary of thc other betilesi-ips hit av ol1l?

A I oo rot aquite certain. =0 soretir = curing the operation,
I think NAGATO oncé KONGO ~né HARUNA each received onc torb hit.
NM4GATO wes hit inthe corrunications roor, 1 think this wes on

the 24th =nc they hec sore trouvble viitn corrunicetions therec-

ofter. 1 am quite sure this ¢arege to MiGALTO occurreé on the

24th; but I do not know ~bout the dsr~ge to other ships, nor
8 - - 1%0=2
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the cates when they werc (cmogede

N llere any cruiscrs aside frow MYOX0 or any destroyers dan-
aged on the 24th¥%

Lo T do not think so.

AR On the 24th did youexnect to have nrotective fighter cover
furnished from shore baszs? ,

A We @id not plan to hove any protection fror: the fighters
becruse we never thought we woulc necC &nye Therz were no plans;
therefore, there was no protection fron the fighters. However
we hecard that your attacks on the MALVMIL, Aree were intermitten%
and not very severe; therefore, we sznt a ncssage rcquesting
fighter coverrge. However, none appearct .

Q. Di¢ you have a special radio cherrel for the purpose of
requesting figh‘ +er cover?
Ao We haé¢ two or thrce radio chcnncls setup espoeinlly for

cor-unication Tetwcsn oursclves ~n¢ 1. NILA ané¢ the Task Forcce
(;drirel OZAWL) orc the shore b-scd plenes, ané elso Comtincd
Fleet Heaccuanrters. The coriunicrtion vlen vas very crefully
mece ot the stert of the opevetion, sincc we WCIC &Wowe of the
irpgortrrce of waintaining sccurste coordinction.

Q o Lid vou ever scc any Jopancse rlsncs on the 24th?

Lo Fo plznes were sighted.

() o Whet informetion ¢i¢ you rccelve on the 24th fron Adiirals
OZAWA, VISEIMU?L, °nc SEIMAY

A Mo informstiorn from 0z.wA'S Forec an¢. e thought thelr

forca wes dcing wheat they shoulc have done. ¥& receivced a
mescage from NISEILURA'S Forcc to the cffcet ti.at they hac becn
~ttecked by 2C acroplanes, but we thought *hat this forcc was
dlso procccding according to planse. .WC r~coived no report
from SHILA'S Force =2nd ncver paid ruch aticention to him. We
received 2 mescsage from [drirel NTSEIIURL thet they were going
to reke their s»-roasch about 2 o'clock on the rorning on the
o5th clthough the plan was carefully sct up in the beginning
of the operation thrt they would aprrocch one hour bcfore dey-
vpreck on the 25th ot the esrliest, ond from this we thought
that Aénirel MISLIIU?. was taking thc manrer too lightly. %e
reccived this messcge lrte in the ~fternoon on the 24th at
vihiel tirec it wes too late to orccr hir. to conforim to the ori-
ginal plan.

Qe On the 24th, in thc afternoon, your force turred west and
then agein e-st; whet time di¢ you turn west?
Ao We turne¢ west atout five, although we hea considcred

it first at -rout one or two o'clock anc it wos less then 30
minutcs before we c~gein turncé to the cnstward, The r:cssage
wos sent to Aémiral TOYODA thst we were roeversing course ten-
porarily o little after five. Pefore Adriresl TOYODa could have
roceivec the message that Admirel KURITA was r.oving westwarc
tenporarily, we recclvce 2 ICSSERTC froi: ACmiral TOYOD.. to pro-
ceed with the eastasard operation. ‘e on the staff werc surc

~t ot +irs *hot Acmiral TOYOD: coulc not h-ve our original
r-essage.

Q. Did you turn eestiavrc 1in rasrondence to the order?

h. We turncé eanstwerd immedi-~tcly upon rcceipt of TOZODI'S
[LeESS2ge .

Q. Ecfors this ressag: errived from TOYOL., whet had been
your plans?

fae iérirel KURITA'S intertion was not to abandon the baottle,
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- TRANSCRIET _OL INTRROGATION CF_(Corignder OT4NO, Tonosuke, TJIN)._
put just to ~yvoid thc immecite ~ction. The ~nc-based aero-
planes would not give ruch protection ané, by sencing that nessage
to the effect thet it was necessary to avoid the attack by turning
to the westward, We thought that this mescage ight bring protec-
tion from land-based plancsSe The same messcge A3 was ‘sent to
rérirel TOYODA was also sent to [Afrirals FUKULOIE and ONMISHI

~t LAVILA.

Q. whaot informstion did you have of the location of our
forces on thc afternoon of the 24th?
A Vo intelligencc cane in through the 1-né-based planes be-

crusc, oS WC thourht, thc weather osst of LUZON was poOT. We
P thought that there were o total strength of one large Task
L - rorce Gistributed 1in three groups, with two very close tO shore
of f LALOY EnX . LUZON) oné onc off the entrance of Sil FENNARDINO

2 % gl 2

é’ STRLIT. This inforiation, T renerber, did not come from the
E 1and-based pleres on LUZON, since W€ suggested to the land-
& base ai> FaafLbaraers that the enerty pight be in the position
& just describzd ond ~hat they should zttack.

{ Qe No information Irom Admiral ONISEL?

i ile No .

N

|

Q o Ey the tinc the force rcached g:W EERNARDINO STRAIT was
fatigue becomning cavident among your pcrsonncl?

Ao They were Very tired, but they were oxoitrd by the anticl-
pation of the pottle =2goinst the tprerican Force gnc OvercCele
their fctigue,

Qe [id you expcct o hove to fight your wey out of the Htraits?

£ We expected it and it wes o matter of grsve CcOoncceril.
Qs What forces werc cxpected there? -
A we feared before We ; ode any formation thet there would

be subrarines and n1so we night be caught'. ty U.Se surface force
which woulc give us & hard time ir night sction. To make 1T
worsc, we hec no inforrnetion on this £red fror. scout plenes.

Q. what conclusion Gic you drow fror the frct that you calicC
through unonrosec fron thc lzck of sporicrn Torces?
Ao We thought we would rrcet your forcee roforc we renched

the southern ané of SA.LiR.

Qo vhet size of TypS of forcc 6id they exp:ct TO r.eet?

L. we could not judge. <€ thought that a1l your carricrs
would withdrew to LS costward and sup-ort your surfacc force;
and so we thought that they would reet your surfeece strength,
put not so ruch supcerior to OUTS.

Qe wheot was your OWI opinion of your chances of succcsSS wnen
you WCIEC of f SALLAR heading south to enter the Gulf?

A. My personal opinion was that we wrulc be cor.pletcly des-
troyed before finishing with LIYTE QULF, but would GO SsoLG

4 ariege «

Q. Was the original plen, ~fter thc bottlc inside of the Gulf,
to rebire tre way you calie or by SURIGAO STR.LIT?
Lo Through SURIGAO.

Q. When éi¢ you first sight U.S. forces?

v

As 1t wes crout 0645 It Wwes veforc we had completed the
oxccution of order to chonge from night formetion o ring Lol
ration, that the sighting occurrad., The order to change the
formation had been given et 0530,
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At first, we thought it wos o Task Force of five or six carriers,
four or five hecvy cruisers, snd appropiate screen .anc that
there were no bottleships; but we received a report froi the
1ook-outs thet there was onc Lattleship in the ¢isposition.

Qe What type of carriers ¢idé you helleve they were’
b s We gave that guestion Lwuch consideration, but never fully

nade up our riinds., We founc oursclves perplexec by your car-
riecrs becsuse they dic¢ not correspond to their photograrphs,

and first we thought that thay were reguler cerriers; but after
the battle, we decided theot they were auxiliary or converted
carriers. Also we received word frow: the tops tioh there wak
another formation, anc ot thst time we wordcred if wé were

not confrontcd by 12 or 13 carricrs in allj tut thils was not =s-
certained on the bridge.

Qe Wes there myettenpt to ampage ir battle with the second
group?

A First, we would encounter the first group, end then tke on
the seconc.

() What corage did you inflict upon the first group you enga-
cedT |

b One carrier sunk, one light cruiser, one n=cvy crulser ond

one destroyer. Tncre was sole confusion betwecn the high gun-
nery control platform anc the bricge. Thers nzy have been @
repcat report which was vndcrstooc as two caorriers sunk; the
bridze conclucded that ont carrier wes sunk. Again frou later
reports wiich rnay have contrined duplication, we concluded that
we had sunk four carriers, two or three cruisers ond Two OT
three destroyers. That wos the total rcsvlt of the day. 1 now
think this is rnther accurcte, and froi. & renort of search
pleres ot about MOC, we received irforication that one battleship
wos severely desmeged ancé cdecd in the water.

Q. In this action cgainst the first Task Force, cic you haove
any assistance fro:: land-based planes?
J.ﬁ.\. ¥ I‘IOth ingo

P8 Did you know that your shore-based planes attecked the
surviving units of that forece chortly after you broke off the
action? -

Lo Mo, I never knew thetl.

i Why did you let any of that Task Force e€scape’?

Ao First, fuel; second, we had poor corr.unicetion with our
cruisers and couldn't see what they were doing; thirc, we inter-
certed a message which callec for reinforcements anc¢ the re-

ply irdicsting reinforcement of rlanes not before one or two
hours.

A What specd ¢id you estirste our T~ck Force was nlzaking in
the retirenent?

Lo 30 knots or rore, ané we could not close the range.

Q. Did they finc¢ the use of smoke by our force 2 serious
hinérance?

£\ Yecs, very effective. The srioke wes'made very'quickly and. the
use of sunokec was very skillful.

Q Dié the Jevnaresec Force sustein scrious camage fror our
counter ztteck thaot worning?

N Notring serious from surfece ships, 102 LI cud in the

rice locker of YALIILTO.

170-5



B = Ty . » L et e = i il o e P L s [ o Ll | . — ; - &
s, P e e O T o W L SR P el e e o T S B S R ot TR g P e 2 S T M Ty s e g ;
o A T b fomhs Ll e L AR El R e g l_-_s_-;", T ﬁ,'"' el :‘E '«"""-'-'t"-"-';"-"-'-:'»'?-P'W""mlir' £ -'r_ﬁ-_- wﬁﬂ'w:}ﬂmﬁwH{#‘i“:'ﬁf'-'i}"‘!"?{I"""J:I"-"'\'\"fl s '."!“'w'ﬁl"";' A N Y G e T Y M T A SR TR AT e e E— i
S, by e LM ey 2 bR R B (=t i - 1 el e D N = Ny P e T N DA sl At " & o T [Tl W BE e {F s ] A ¥ g o ey [ e L ML - " . , v ¥ s L
i o L S ST e ey, S LT B e o 1 M ey S N NPT A T o R A N .'T.ex-"} el b R Jl'f-j.;-‘:‘-‘._-ﬂ' L ;'.,': oy Rl ikl o 'a--_-_)?"‘.r.,":!‘ i E S e et T ot Ch Ll B L b | - Tt s ]

= : B R IR e g e R S Al T e T i = e T o T A Y el o R R L T L N e T e e Y T P R A T D L XD e YL y - ey

ER.NSCALPT OF INVERBOGATIONOE .- _(Commender OTANO, Tmogukdy o IJM). ..

- . .
i e A T L £ L
= ﬂ* PP TRy e el e R 2
LRI = A o hii --h":-"' ram
e S e T =, Py A
% ia ] aR - e I, 0 _.I._:. L] Ii'-"::‘-'ﬂ.-' %
: - o) Fot e Y e B, =

; Qe Were sny of your ships hit by torpedoes fror our cestroyers?
! b Mo, but the attack was very effective in tiat it caused

confusion in our disposition and celesyec our advancce.

Qo ihet ¢amcge from aircraft attack?

Lie One zerizl torpedo in the SUZUYA and one bonb in her tor-
pedo rount. She wos heavily deraged all over cnd became unable
to navigete ané was sunk by JAPLNESE torpedoes. The cruiser
CHOKAI wes so Gamaged from air sttack and perhaps 2lso by gun-
fire as to be stonped andé I belicve thnt 1T WeS loter sunk by
IAPLNAZSE torpedo. The CHIKULNA wes also sunk, her raneuvering
ability having been ceomeged by borbs or torpedoes during the
pattle, The KUiAY0, I rencuber, was the first to be cemaged.
che reported that she could navigrte, btut could not fire, and
wes eorly detached from the foriroction and sent to LANITA in ac-

coi:pany with onc destroyer.
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() o Were ony of thc brttleships doraged by air attocks?
fe T con't rerberber whecther it was this dsy or not, but I
repmerber secing one issuving = great deal of sroke, The ship that
received the lenst éaroge was FEAGURO; cll others rcceived niore

or less Canng€e

A What is your opinion of our air ~ttrek thot iorning, well
executed or otlervisc?
e The sttack wes slrost incessant, but the number of plenes

et any onc instant wes few. The boibers cné¢ torpedo plaones
were very aggressive snd skillful =rc the cocréination wes
impressive; even in coupcrison witil tic crent expcricnce of
dbhmeridan  ~ttack that we already hoc, this was the rost skill-
ful work of your plancs.

Qe fropt 9230 this cngrgerent was enced. Whrt dic you co
between this tiie enéd the tir.e you started rorth?
Lo Right after the brsitle we nroceccéed west for 30 rinutes

while Ciscussing whethcr to go irto the GULF 2os plerncé or whnt
to do. Aftcr the ¢iscussion we cccided To go north and c<ngnge
thie other force.

Q. Whet tire did you sta~t rorth?
fie “pout one hour =ftcr brecking of” the battle, amout 1l
o'clock,

Q. What were your rccsons for cdccilding to gO north r-ther
then to enter thc GULF?Y
£ We hod intereptec your 1nessage concernineg reinforccuent ,

We judged that your snlps shoulc heve lorgely gotten out from
the ELY, oné we hac hzard¢ at three or four in the rorning thet
the supporting tocdy of Acmirc NISEIKUR.. haé becen chout wiped
out - the source of this mersage is not certainy it =zeay heve
been fror s survivirg cestroyer or fror Acumiral SHILL'S Torce, =
so that the plan of coopcration had to ©e ~bandonec.

Qs LPc you sure vou ncerc thrt nevs &s errly as 04007
fie 1t was tefore the mecting ancd batile syic T 217 gulte surc

thet it wes sbout 0400. ‘'hen wec sigrhted your forcc off SiLidR,
sorc of the men thought thrt it wes our forcej however, I kncw
tret it could not be so recouse I hec rceeived the irfermction
~bout whot hed hepren-é to Jcriral MIS.I.TRAL. Our noin nission
was to sttock your Tesk Force znd so tnerc wes no purposc to g

; into the E.Y wnere wc would be cxposed to zir attack ir narrow

v ueters sné therc wos ncver 2 pert of the plan which contenplated
: vorborédrent of the shore in the EAY.
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TR ANSCRIPT_OF IFTERROGLTION OF_(Conmznder OTLNO, Tonosuke, IJM).

Q. Tes it rore important tTO attock the Tock Force or the
ronsport Forcef? _ _ Py
E. pThe tergets for tiis operastion were 1in the following
* order of importance; : ez
First, Carriers; second, tr~nsports, and third, surfasce ships
of war.

Qe Did you belicve ot th-t tine thot 211 trznsnorts hed left
the ELY?
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- ~ ~r1e*ned 1 icc
Lie We thought that only small 1andigg boats rcmﬂ"nca insic
gndthat the nain body of trensports hred left the BEAY. The

-

fact thot this was four or five ceays after the land;ng, reinaf
forced this conclusion. We hac no informatlog on.tne statuf of
shipping in the EAY froir ony circr=ft. We haatword Ehitdo%;fg
yourhforceg wes in ebout 17-30 N 125-30 E and ﬁe fxpwc & k. i
force to come-south to help; therefore, 1f we wenvu ngyth.wc
would nieet themr in thec open SCle Llso,ﬁln orae; to cucerzg o
vou since you expected us to enter LLYTL GULE, we concluded t:‘
this northern novement would surprise you ola prevent 2 junction
of your forces. Up to thispoinrt, fusl ned not te?n a.seﬁious
consideration, and sincc the distence to our tankursﬂln eh_‘i .
SULU S BA fror: a2 point east of LEYTE wes about the_‘saxi.:.e_by which-
sver route we returned, it hed mo bgoring on the cecision to
go north.
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Qe Wes the whole staff cgreadthat this decislon wWes the
bzst one? ‘
. There wees nb opposition.

Q. In the cerly afternoon while wou werc north, you Werce f-=
gain attecked by our circraft. “het cologe wes conc 1n tlhesc

attacks? : L .
A 1 know of no specific ¢eragc thet occurrcd in the dfter

noon - it is possible tinot core of thc darage prcviously nen-

tioncé occurrcd in the =ftcrnocn, but I do not think so.

Q When you rcacheé the point cost of SAN EE?NLRDINE S?RﬂITg
whet éoterrnincd the cecision to turn west through the Streit?

A L @ispcteh recoucst froi: Ozgﬂﬁﬂfor assistrﬁéi agaigsgogour
. mack Force in the north wes rcccived but neverthelcss %

cluced to cntor becsus2 our fucl Wwes running low2 anc scgonaly
we ¢id not cponsider the 5.V EERN.RDINC Forcg reccy formnlghtt
~ction owing to darrcge riceivec during Ehe Eoys This TEOUGS
from LAénirsl 0Zi¥a was rcccived about 1700,

() e Or the ncxt deoy you werc arsin attacked bv 2ir in the
STEUYLF SEL. Whet ¢nrnge wns received? P
Foe The cruiscr NOS:.IRO rcecivaed onc torpedo1and she buctng
urnzvigeble, and shortly sfter she received = Lomb att§ck an
sunk. I on not ccrtain of the remcincer, but 1t ney be thot
a dcstroyer wes also sunk then.

Qe These sttocks thot hit the NOSuLI 'O werc fror: vhat type of
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E. Torpcéo fror cerricr plencs &nc borbs from carrie: plineég,
~ o we believs throtthis cttrek was delivesred at naXlliu ronge
: froi: your Task Force.
‘ Qe I~ter in that ésy you vere alsa ~ttackcd by four-cngine
borbers . Whet darage was aone by thcu.'?. 5=
ile Only two very nearrmissces ot the bridze on both sides of

the Y..ATO which ccuscd severcl casurlties. No d-itnge to any
other ships.,.
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I NTERROGATION, TRAFSCRIPT OF (Corrande TIM) .

Qe How rnany four-engine bor.bers attacked you? :
Lie Twenty four in all: six the first tire, six planes tne

gzcond time and 1 think there werz 1le in a group that were re ar

by those two near nisses were done by the first six plancse

Q. Where do you think this whole opecration broke down? Why
did it £=2117%

Ae I feel that from the very beginning that the operation
between the Task Force (0ZAW..) =nd the gurface Force (KURITA)
~néd the Land-Eased Adr Force wes p~é froiu the teginninge.

0.,  What do Yyou foel caused this poor coordinntion?

Tsi Coordination between the cyrfrce Force andthe (carrier)
Task Force WesS ~1niost ir.possible due to the restrictions on
cormunication end the need for rodio silence; therefore, the
plens for cooperation Were not conrried out. This 1lrck of
informetion fror: 0ZAVWL was one of the -aip frctors in the
foilure of the operstion, but perheps the picgest foctor WwWos
the lsck of protection fror. our land-based iy against your
(Carrier) Task Force. 1 feel elso thrt the original plen wes
to complex end inflexible to work properly.
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