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in the organized centers and in a wider district with the travelling units, a large area hos been
covered. Secondly, more reception houses, dormitories, dining halls, and bath-house were
established and more stretcher organized. Thirdly, tt of pamphlets dealing with
recreation and self.development were printed and distributed among the troops. Founhfy, six
schools for soldiers’ children and families were started.

Note: In this period, the Central Government made o grant of $100,000 toward the
budget of $300,000.
(e) In the year 1940.

The entire field has been re-organized into five regions to include 50 service units. The
number of mobile units has been increased to five, while new equipment has been added to the
service.

Note: The Central Government made a grant of $200,000 toward the budget of $520,000.

Types of Service

The program of work centers around the following types of work:

1. Soldiers’ Clubs. These are carried on as close to the front lines as possible, which
means that in such cities, other opportunities for amusement or improvement have been
climinated. In these clubs established by the Y.M.C.A., newspapers, magazines, books, pamphl
and pictures are provided. Games such as ping-poing, chess, checkers are available. Wherever
there is space, athletics and games are organized. Then there are many meetings of a social
nature, lectures, motion pictures, still-Glm pictures, theatricals, story-telling and other popular
forms of entertainment. Musical interest has been stimnlated by phonograph records and
listening to radio broad-casts and in many of the places there are trained singing leaders who
teach the men popular and patriotic songs. There are many volunteer groups of students in
these centers who give time to visiting with the soldiers, writing letters, telling stories and
helping to supply the entertainment. These things, simple though they are, are very helpful in
maintaining the moral and spiritual integrity of the soldiers, and in providing a better type of
entertainment to occupy their time, so that the lower forms do not have the right of way. Aside
fromt hese features, soldiers’ club furnish a fine opportunity for the mer to get acquainted with the
leaders of the Y.M.C.A. This type of club is most widely used form of work in this emergency
service. In some of the cities, quarters are available to be used as clubs for the officers. They
have the same type of program as that provided in the soldiers’ clubs, with the addition of
dormitory and bath facilities.

2. Work Among Wounded Soldiers. This kind of work has been greaily appreciated
by the hospital authorities as well as the ded soldiers tt Ives. The number of these has
Tin into lens of thousands, and the physical problem of moving and caring for these soldiers has
been tremendous. To help to meet this need, workers have been trained in first-aid dressing
work, and a few in the technique of assisting in even more complicated care of the soldiers.
Working units have stayed in the field hospitals where the service is needed most, even under
great danger and hardship. Aside from care of the wounds, physical pain and monotony of life
have been relieved by personal visits and conversations, the writing of letters to families, music
and story-telling.  Work for wounded has #lso been carricd on by providing teams which travel
on trains and on boats, assisting in the changing of dressings, providing of food, téa, drinking
water, and any other services to contribute to their comfort.

3. Distribution of Comforts. The public has been very generous in its contribution of
clothing, gloves, towels, stockings, shoes and other articles for the personal comfort of the soldiers.
In many cities, the local Y.M.C.A’s organized campaigns for securing these and the number of
the contributed articles and winter garments run into the tens of thousands. One of the
problems after these contributions had been made was their iransportation and distribution.
Arrangements were made with Tailways and boat companies for free transportation and lurge
quantities of these comforts were entrusted to the Y.M.C.A. units to distribute to the soldiers.

4, Reception Centers. Reception centers have been established at railway junctions
and at important points along main lines of transportation where tea, refreshments and other
forms of assistance, have been offered to the soldiers passing through. In many cases, the
provision otherwise would have been inadequate for the comfort of the soldiers while traveling.

5. Mobile Units. But not only in specified locations has this type of service been
carried on. A wider area has been reached by traveling units with portsble equipment of
phonographs, moving pi s, dramatic teams and singers. Thus, by serving both in the
organized centers and in wider districts with the traveling units, a large area has been covered.




The Y.M.C.A. Emergency Service to Soldiers

(A Brief Survey of the Service from Summer 1937 to Fall 1910)

Beginnings
The Young Men's Christion Association, from its early days and in practically every country
where it functions, has felt a special ibility 1 ds the soldier and sailor in time of war, In

the Civil war of the United States, in the épnnish-:\meﬁcan War, and in the World War, the Associa-
tions made a notable contribution to the welfare of these men.  In China today, the same is tme. Tt
started in 1932 when small groups of workers secved the Chinese Army along the Great Wall, Again
in 1936 similar work was successfully inougurated in the Suiyuan Area.” It was not until the following
year, however, that work for the soldiers of China was Jaunched as a nntienal movement. What had
een previously undertaken by local Associations now came under the National Committee of the Y.M.
C.A. and what is now called the Special Commitlee on Emerzency Service to Soldiers was organized.

Organization

This Committee was made up of members of the National Committce, presidents and general
secretaries of City Association, presidents of College Associations and a number of co-opted members,
while working under it was an executive committee and secretarial stall in Shanghai. In Chungking
there is now an Advisory Committee, composed of a number of leading men, which gives assistance to
the Field Headquarters, also d in that city.

Today there are 56 units, each with about nine men, or a total of some 450 workers seattered
along the war zone, from Shansi and Shensi in the Nothwest to Kwangtung and Kwangsi in the South-
west. These are divided into five regions, each region being under the direction of a regional secretary,
while the whole is under the supervision of the Field Headquarters.

Development

Since the ontbreak of the present hostilities, the development of this service may be divided into
five stages.

(a) July 24—November 30, 1937.

Unites of workers were organized 10 give service to soldiers along the Peiping-Hankow,
Tientsin-Pukow, Tatung.Pnchow, and Lung-Hai railways. The service was gradually extended
to Nanking-Wuhu, Shanghai-Nanking, Shanghai-Hangchow and Chekiang-Kiangsi railways. The
work was carried on mainly along two lines: first, serving the wounded in the hospitals by
giving comforting materials, organizing clubs, supplying with reading materisls, writing letters,
helping with the dressings, etc. secondly, establishing reception houses in the stations along the

‘ - -
railways to give free tea, bread, congee, 1est and recreation to soldiers passing through.

(b) December 1, 1937—May 31, 1938.

All the workers in North China were organized into eight units. Tu addition to the
service given in hospitals, and in the railway stations, three new lines of service were carried
on. In the first place, workers were following the troops in order to teach them mass singing,
give them educational programs, lead them in wholesome recreation, ete. Theun some nnits were
working in the hospital trains in order 1o help move and care for the wounded en route, assist
in the dressings, provide food, tea and drinking water and any other services that would
contribute to their comfort. The third kind of work wss 10 try 10 bring the soldiers and the
civilian population together for better understanding and co-operation.

(¢) June 1—December 31, 1938,

The number of units in this period was increased to 20 and stations were established for
the changing of dressings. Service in hospital trains and hospital boats was expanded. All
this expansion was made possible by the generous participation of Shen-Sing Cotton Mills in
Hankow which sent workers and a large contribution to this service.

Note: So far the National Committee Y.M.C.A., had secured funds for this service only,
from friends in China and friends abroad.

(d) January 1—December 31, 1932.
In this year the expansion program was launched to cover the entire country which was
divided into eight regions to include 30 service units. The significant developients of the work

were along the following four lines. First, three mobile units were organized with portable
equipment of phonographs, moving pictures, dramatic teaws and singers, ~Thus by serving both
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Facts and Figures
Y.M.C.A. Emergency Service to Soldiers in China
1940

WA FE®

Administrative Districts,........... 56

L3 38 M IE R
Club Houses and Reception HOUSES wuveruierersuiresserssnsorsorssecesionsaesonssassorsanonsanans 8

B RS Z A (15 SRR B Bl 7 (I SR O

Base and Front-line Hospitals where First aid and Recreational Service is given ...... 35

EARBBITEAR

Emergency Service Workers u......ceeeieesmeensiereseriesscsssesecnissnsssssasssssosesensos ansar 450
FABEHERE 2LE

Average number of soldiers served monthly .....occeeevieeenrenieecrienesecconiesreenennes 1,100,000

Recreational pamphlets distributed among soldiers resrevensersanentansnann 200,000

BEARFE®

Expenditures of the Service

CHR X AW
Administrative Districts
1937 (six months)........ N 8 s 29,012.21
SL SO 20 79,594.18
1939......... 30 290,160.71
1940 oo, eeeem st era et e e s an et seeersaee 56 497,714.03
1 1m T S 100 964,280.00
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