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Ty ‘O‘\ " Alonz The Foad Toward Dictatorsship

The ultim:te test of a popular leader comes when - placed in a position
! / of power - he mst choose between the lezitimate use or iho denbe;'ate abuse
of thia powsr. )
. Asa member of the ¥ajlis of Iran in the years which followed our two
; vo;'ld vars. Hossadeq consistently defended democratic principles and spoke
.uga!nst the L.position of xmrtla.l law, azainst suppression of the press, agalinst i

rigped elect!ons. a.;;:linst 11lezal arrests and against all acts by govermczts ‘,-
i

in power “which v!ol-.ted the spirit or letter of the cauvxtry'a onstitution.
Primarily reputed as a doggedly deternined, lonl,-wlrded oratar. he was

’

svopi 1nto» the o fice of Prine .unis.er £s the most persistent spokesman of the ',-
ultra nstioaslistic sentiments of his cou.ntrymen. Ones in offics a new cb..re.cter/
unfoldcd to reveal hossadeq es a shrevd. persuasivs demogue, capable of ta.king "
any and all peasures rcqulred %o malntain his position, His decision was to

abuse his pover. All those measures which he had so ardently condemned were .
nov 1mposod upon the people: contimous martial lew; a stringent law controlling
the press; interference with and cancellation of elections; denial of freedon

) of speech and of assembly; and ulega.l arrests, torture and dctention. By .thrca't.“
persuasion and manoeuver ke took over coumand of the a.rmed forces froa tho Sth \
their constitutiomlly a-p’)ointed leader, ud by similiar tactics he got ‘the :
xa.Jn- to a&nt. and then to renev, full powers over the affairs of state.

\Vith theso poarn he could tae over the legislative functions of tho govarrunent.

Crlticisu of such actions was forthcoming and as ‘the months passed.

) Nosndeq beca.mo increasing intole*a.nt of critlcism. Althoush his supportcrl

could muster a mjority {n the Majlis. ho resented the fact that a strong
minority in that body atta.cked the unconstitutionality of his deeds. This 17th
MAJH!. which he h2d earlier descrived as being the first tem of the body to
truly represent the people of the country, ke now resolved to destroy. The first

move was to force his supporters to resign so that no quoru:n cauld be obt.&ino:f. '

k

Chirged vith ths {llegality of this movo, he deternined that. the tajlis must be

dissolvad. Since the constitution of Iran states that only tho Shah may dissolvo

tho Majlis, some §llegal manoeuver had %o bs found., This Hc'sﬁtdeq found 1n his

schamo to hold a "popular refcrcndun' on the question 'ofl‘whather the y.sjl!.a shoul
/ H

bo dissolved, and In suzport of this move he cazs yp with the alarming statement

that %{n democratic and constitutional ccr.mtiesf 510 w Ss goater than the vill

of tho ;)eoplc' (spcech of Mossadeq over :\&did/n. "mu-an 0' 27 July 1553).

I s

(APPROVED FOR RELEASE: 06-21-2011) / 7 CLASSIFIS le’ VISV 99 12705
ceny i

w—— - _ » ’ ) \ ey

HEVWEN
" DERIV




Lt »
C01383693

.. VL\-vv. -

' ,but. tollovmg th

PRI
¥
-
.
.
RRTSI .
k:

. thc 1930'8. 3ven la.r

Iran,

Hoss meetings were arrarged to express the "will of the paople® and

groups ussem‘aled 'by the govemmeni vere led in the chant "Hossadeq is

re;ni.niscent of weetings held in Eurcpu in

" j‘ '— a rANTAr only tvo
menbers of the mydeh party of

t,cr groups of commnists.

msscd. to thtov their veight behind Mossedeq.
e orders of their Soviet masters, eagcrly helpad to stirvﬁp

pudlic confusion ¢ and uncertaiatys 7
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They chanted no sach sloganA
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