
Four months at 
the Museums

Sara Thomas, Wikimedian in Residence, 
Museums Galleries Scotland 



“Our mission: to help people and organisations create and preserve open 
knowledge and to provide easy access for all.” - Wikimedia UK Mission

“...to create a culture of learning and creativity that lets people flourish in their 
personal, community, family & working lives.” Glasgow Life Strategic Objectives

Glasgow 
Museums





6 internal presentations 
& 3 conference 
presentations delivered

By Thyes (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons



22 curatorial staff 
trained to use 

Wikipedia - 
representing over 

50% of the 
curatorial staff

James Allan [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons



Set up & x3 meetings 
of the Wiki Working 
Group

By Editor5991 (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons



x1 Scottish 
Fairground 
Culture 
Editathon, x 3 
other Editathons

wfmillar [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons



…& many conversations 
started...

Dave Forrest [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons



Brick walls
vs

Paywalls 
Public domain 
should remain 
public domain

New income streams, 
new opportunities

By not mentioned [FAL], via Wikimedia Commons



What did we learn?

● Find a staff champion
● Wiki Working Group
● Make templates available
● Conversations take time
● Strike when primed

By Raysonho @ Open Grid Scheduler / Grid Engine (Own work) [CC0], via Wikimedia Commons



Sarat@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:
GLAM/Museums_Galleries_Scotland 

Thanks!
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