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Ree'd 710 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

254, May 18, 5 p.m.

At my conference today with the Minister for
Forelgn Affalrs Arita handed me the following message which
the Prime Minister requested me to deliver personally to
the Secretary of State on my forthcoming vic’it to Washington

In the hope that the mesSsage may also be brourht to the
attention of the Presidente
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At present there is a serious antagonism among the

natiena of Furope and no one ecan assure that there will

be no clash in the near future. IT, by mischance, war

ls to break out, its consequences would be practically
m

beyond our imagination and the indescribable sufferings
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of hundreds of millions of people as well as the complete
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destmiction of civilization would ensue. It is, thereforc,
;;Z;I;?ET§‘EEZEEZZ;§_EZF“EE'EB“Z§F?3 our effort to prevent
the occurrence of such catastrophe, and, I belleve, that

is the duty mainly incumbent on the United States and Japan
since these two Powers are situated outside the scope of
Furopean conflict.

Then what are the causes of this antagonism in Furove?
There may be contentions on both sides but on cool scrutiny
of the Furopean situations since the World War we comec t©O
the conclusion that, although Germany and Italy may be advised
to be more patient, Great Britain and France also have a

great deal to reconslder,

mdoubtedly the iIntention of the United States Gov-

w
ernment is to prevent the occurrence of suvuch catastrophe

and thus to save Furope from the miservy of war. Similarly,
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it 1s the ardent wish of Jepan that naticns shownld have
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their own proper places in the world acnd £ us the true
\—.___-_____—__—-______—____—

world pcace might be established and maintainerd. T, for
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myself, am doing my utmost to rcalize this ideal, and on
this point, I believe, will be found the possitlliity of
much closer co-operation tetween Japan and America as well
as the foundition of a deeper nmutual understanding between
the two nations.
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